
 

 

 

 

 

  

           Dec. 16, 2020 

ACBA Statement on PA Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4(g)  

In response to the U.S. District Court's decision granting an injunction to stop enforcement of 

Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 8.4(g), making discrimination and harassment 

in the law professional misconduct, Allegheny County Bar Association President Elizabeth L. 

Hughes, issued the following statement on behalf of the ACBA:  

“‘Fostering a culture of unbiased collegiality, ethics, and professionalism’ and 

‘championing equality, diversity, and inclusion in the profession’ are fundamental to the 

mission and values of the Allegheny County Bar Association. We are committed to the 

vision of ensuring that all individuals who participate in the justice system on every level 

can do so free from discrimination and harassment.  

We believe that lawyers have a particular responsibility to set the example to uphold the 

highest standards of behavior.  

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania recently issued 

an Order enjoining enforcement of Rule 8.4(g) of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional 

Conduct. Rule 8.4(g) makes discrimination and harassment in the practice of law 

professional misconduct.  This rule received unequivocal support from the ACBA 

encouraging its implementation. As such, we are deeply disappointed in this decision to 

curtail its enforcement and are concerned about the message this sends to our 

profession and the public.  

The ACBA reaffirms its support of the rule prohibiting any lawyer engaged in the practice 

of law from knowingly manifesting bias or prejudice, or discriminating against or 

harassing any person on the basis of race, sex, gender identity or expression, religion, 

national origin, ethnicity, disability, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or 

socioeconomic status.” 

### 

 

About the ACBA 

Chartered in 1870 and headquartered in downtown Pittsburgh, the Allegheny County Bar Association is a professional 

organization with nearly 6,000 member attorneys, judges, district justices, legal administrators and paralegals. 


