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Arnold B. Silverman

Arnold B. Silverman, of Murrysville, born
Sept. 1, 1937, died Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020. Arnie
was the beloved husband of Susan L. Silverman
for 60 years, and the son of the late Frank E. and
Lillian L. Silverman. He is survived by two sons,
Michael E. Silverman, of Cranberry Township,
and Lee O. Silverman, of Morgantown, W.Va.; a
granddaughter, Rachael M. Silverman; and a
grandson, Henry Jack Silverman, both of Fox
Chapel; and a niece, Carol Goldstein (Bernard
Nadel), of Los Angeles, Calif.
He was predeceased by sister, Janet Goldstein. He also

leaves behind his beloved two therapy dogs, Polo and Pippa,
which are of Shih Tzu breed, and who, over the years, have
extended comfort and love to hundreds of hospital patients
and students who have difficulty with reading. 
Arnie received a bachelor of engineering science degree

from Johns Hopkins University in mechanical engineering in
1959. Arnie graduated from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law cum laude in 1962. At Pitt Law School, Arnie
was elected to The Order of the Coif, and served as an editor
of Law Review. He served as class president, was an officer
of the Student Bar Association and was a member of Tau
Epsilon Rho legal fraternity. Following graduation from Pitt
Law School, Arnie served as president of the University of
Pittsburgh Law Alumni Association and served on the Law
School’s Board of Governors for many years, and he received
the Law School’s Distinguished Alumni Award. In addition to
many years of giving time and financial support to the Law
School, he and his wife, Susan, created the Arnold B. and
Susan L. Silverman Law School Endowment Scholarship. 
He also served on the Board of Governors of the University

of Pittsburgh’s General Alumni Association and was secretary
of that Board. In addition to the foregoing, he provided financial
support to numerous organizations, including the Pittsburgh
Public Theatre, the Pittsburgh City Theatre, The University
of Pittsburgh Athletic Department and Alumni Association,
The Johns Hopkins University Engineering School and Athletic
Department, charitable research organizations, and numerous
Jewish charities. 
In 1963, Arnie served in the Army at Fort Knox, Ky., in the

Judge Advocate General’s Office. He was selected by a panel
of senior officers to receive the American Spirit Honor
Medal, which is given to the individual who best represents
the “American Spirit, Honor and High Example to Comrades
in Arms.” During his career as an intellectual property attorney,
Arnie was one of approximately 50 United States attorneys
elected into membership of The British Chartered Institute
of Patent Agents. He was a member of, and active in, a large
number of technical and legal associations, including The

American Society of Mechanical Engineers, The
American Society of Electrical Engineers, The
American Chemical Society, The American Bar
Association, The American Intellectual Property
Law Association, The Pennsylvania Bar Association,
The District of Columbia Bar Association and
The Allegheny County Bar Association. He
served as president of the Pittsburgh Intellectual
Property Law Association. 
Arnie also authored more than 95 published

articles on various aspects of intellectual property
law as well as sports, arts and entertainment
law. Arnie thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of

his diverse and challenging legal practice, which spanned 58
years from 1962 to 2020. 
He derived great satisfaction from mentoring young attorneys

and having a role in their professional development. He also
had a great and very spontaneous sense of humor. He
enjoyed entering caption contests with the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette and The Week Magazine. Dozens of his captions
were selected for publication in those publications. 
Arnie’s maternal grandfather taught him to play chess at

age four and mentored him for a number of years. At the age
of nine, he participated in the Junior Chess Championship
Tournament for the State of Maryland, which involved players
up through the age of 18. He had nine matches against 18-
year-old participants in that tournament and went undefeated
in those matches. As a result, he became the Junior Chess
Champion of the State of Maryland at the age of nine. He
pursued this interest through college and thereafter. He was
a member of Mensa, Intertel, and the Duquesne Club. He
was chairman of the Churchill Borough Civil Service
Commission for more than 20 years.
In his personal life, Arnie had a very diverse set of interests

and activities throughout his lifetime which reflected the
fact that he was a Renaissance man. He enjoyed Pittsburgh
Public Theatre, Pittsburgh City Theatre, Point Park Theatre,
opera, jazz, museums, boating on the Pittsburgh rivers,
photography, travel, good food and fine wines. He particularly
enjoyed vacationing in Longboat Key, Fla. for 35 years, and
going deep sea fishing in the Gulf of Mexico. He enjoyed
engaging in physical fitness, including Pilates, weightlifting
and, for a number of years, golf. He played tennis regularly
from age 12 until his 80s, when, in 2017, cancer caused him
to terminate that activity. He pursued enthusiastically both
spectator and participant sports. He was an avid fan of the
Steelers, Pirates, Penguins, Pitt football and basketball and
Johns Hopkins baseball, football and lacrosse. Above and
beyond everything else, he thoroughly enjoyed being with
and doing things with his wife, children, grandchildren and
other family members. n
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