
  

 

 

        

April 6, 2021   

Allegheny County Bar Association Releases Initial  

Judicial Candidate Ratings for May 18 Primary Election 

PITTSBURGH – The Allegheny County Bar Association has announced its initial ratings for 

those individuals running for judicial office in the May 18 primary election. Additional ratings will 

be released on subsequent April dates as additional candidates seek ratings from the ACBA.  

Candidates will be vying for one vacancy in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, one vacancy in 

the Superior Court of Pennsylvania, two vacancies in the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania 

and nine vacancies in the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas.  

Additional information on the candidates and the ACBA ratings process can be found at 

www.JudicialVote2021.org.  

The ACBA has issued the following ratings, starting with the Allegheny County Court of 
Common Pleas, and progressing through the higher courts:  

 
Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 

Hon. Bruce Beemer    Highly Recommended 
 
Pauline Calabrese**    Not Recommended at this Time 
 
Hon. Tom Caulfield   Highly Recommended 
 
William (Bill) Caye   Recommended 
 
Jason J. Cervone   Not Recommended at this Time 
 
Alyssa Cowan   Highly Recommended 
 
Rosemary Crawford**  Recommended 
 
Marc Daffner    Recommended 
 
Anthony DeLuca   Highly Recommended 
 
Richard Thomas Ernsberger Recommended 

Ryan O. Hemminger   Not Recommended at this Time 
 
Nicola Henry-Taylor   Highly Recommended 
 

https://www.judicialvote2021.org/


George Heym    Highly Recommended 
 
Hon. Elliot Howsie   Highly Recommended 
 
Hon. Daniel J. Konieczka, Jr.  Highly Recommended 
 
Sabrina Korbel   Highly Recommended  
 
Brian Samuel Malkin   Recommended 
 
Lisa Middleman   Recommended 
 
Chuck Porter    Recommended 
 
Zeke Rediker    Not Recommended at this Time 
 
Matt Rogers    Recommended 
 
Giuseppe Rosselli   Recommended 
 
Tiffany Sizemore   Recommended 
 
Patrick A. Sweeney   Recommended 
 
Andy Szefi     Highly Recommended 
 
Beth Tarasi Sinatra   Not Recommended at this Time 
 
Albert Veverka   Not Recommended at this Time 
 
Ilan Zur    Recommended 

 

Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania 

Amanda Green-Hawkins  Recommended 

 

Superior Court of Pennsylvania 

Jill Beck                                Highly Recommended 
 
Bryan Neft                                     Highly Recommended 
 
 
 

** This candidate’s rating was provided by the ACBA Judiciary Committee during a prior 
election and remains current, as of the date of this news release, per the ACBA By-Laws. 
However, this candidate is scheduled to be evaluated again by the Judiciary Committee 
this month and the rating may change. The ACBA will release updated ratings in mid-
April.  



“One of the ACBA’s most crucial functions is to provide information to Allegheny County 
residents so they can make informed, educated decisions when voting for judicial candidates,” 
said ACBA President Elizabeth Hughes. “This duty is critical during any election, but with so 
many judicial vacancies in 2021, our ratings take on even more importance this year. We 
encourage Allegheny County citizens to use this information and vote with confidence on May 
18.” 

About ACBA Judicial Ratings 

ACBA Judicial Ratings cover those candidates seeking seats on the bench of the Supreme 

Court of Pennsylvania, Superior Court of Pennsylvania, Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania 

and the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas.  

According to ACBA By-Laws the Judiciary Committee must rate all candidates running for the 

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, whether they have requested an interview and 

rating or not.  

For candidates running for the Supreme Court, Superior Court and Commonwealth Court, the 

ratings cover those candidates who have requested a rating, have been interviewed by the 

ACBA’s Judiciary Committee and who live in and/or have an office in Allegheny County. The 

candidates included in the above listing for statewide courts did request to be interviewed and 

evaluated. 

 
 

 

Explanation of Ratings: 

Highly Recommended 

The candidate: 

• Exhibits pre-eminence in the law by way of outstanding legal ability and a wide range of 
experience, either in a specialized field of law or a more varied practice, and has a reputation in 
the legal community as standing at the top of his or her profession. 

• Possesses a reputation for the utmost integrity and temperament to excel as a judge of the court 
for which he/she is a candidate. 

• Exhibits outstanding citizenship by way of community and professional contributions. 

• Is an exceptional individual who will enhance or has enhanced the competence, dignity and 
public perception of the bench. 

Recommended 
 
The candidate possesses a reputation for the utmost integrity and the legal ability, experience and 
temperament to excel as a judge of the court for which he or she is a candidate. 

Not Recommended at this Time 
 
The candidate’s legal ability, experience and reputation indicate that, at some future time in his or her 
legal career, he or she may have the potential to excel as a judge, but the candidate is not yet at that 
stage. 

 



 
 
Unqualified 
 
The candidate does not now possess and is not likely to acquire the ability, reputation or temperament 
necessary for a judicial position. 

### 

About the ACBA 

 

Chartered in 1870 and headquartered in downtown Pittsburgh, the Allegheny County Bar Association is a 

professional organization with more than 5,500 member attorneys, judges, district justices, legal administrators, and 

paralegals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


