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               June 29, 2021 

Shadyside Resident Joseph Williams Takes Over as President  
of Allegheny County Bar Association July 1 

Williams is a Partner with Pittsburgh Family Law Firm Pollock Begg 
 

PITTSBURGH – Shadyside attorney Joseph R. Williams will officially become the 113th 

President of the Allegheny County Bar Association on Thursday, July 1. His one-year term will 
end on June 30, 2022. 
 
“The Allegheny County Bar Association has played a major role in my legal career,” Williams 
said. “I’m honored and humbled to now have the opportunity to lead the organization during a 
very pivotal time, as we all emerge from a historic pandemic.” 
 
Williams is a partner at Pollock Begg, a downtown Pittsburgh-based family law firm. He was 
elected President-Elect of the more than 5,000 member ACBA in 2020 and served in that 
capacity for the past year. Williams replaces Elizabeth Hughes, who completes her term on 
June 30.  
 
“Joe will be an outstanding leader for the ACBA,” said Hughes. “He has deep experience in 
many aspects of the bar association and the legal profession overall. The ACBA is in good 
hands with Joe at the helm.” 

Williams said his top goal as president will be leading the Pittsburgh Legal Community as it 
emerges from the challenges of COVID-19.   

“I want to identify how the association can best serve our members in the post-pandemic world,” 
he said.  

Williams also said he hopes to enhance the allyship of ACBA, helping to facilitate ways 
membership at large can support diversity, specifically women attorneys, attorneys of color and 
LGBTQ attorneys. Additionally, he wants to promote a sense of community among the ACBA’s 
various committees, divisions and sections “so the groups of the ACBA can enhance and 
complement one another.” 
 
During his presidency, Williams also will oversee the bar association’s transition into its newly 
renovated office space in the Koppers Building in downtown Pittsburgh. 
 
About Joe Williams 
 
Williams is originally from Lore City, Ohio, and is a current resident of Pittsburgh’s Shadyside 
neighborhood. In 2006, he earned a bachelor of arts in psychology from Bethany College, and 
in 2009 he earned his juris doctorate from the Duquesne University School of Law, where he 
remains active in the alumni association and previously served as president of its Board of 
Governors. 
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His practice at Pollock Begg includes all areas of family law, including divorce and equitable 
distribution, support and alimony, child custody, child support and prenuptial and postnuptial 
agreements. 
 
Williams has been heavily involved in the ACBA throughout his legal career.  He has served on 
the Board of Governors, the Bench-Bar Committee, the 150th Anniversary Committee, the By-Laws 
Committee, the Ad Hoc Emergency Issues Committee, the Nominating Committee, and various 
other subcommittees. He is a member of the Family Law Section, where he previously served on 
Council and chaired the Membership Subcommittee and the Social Subcommittee. Additionally, 
Williams is a past Chair of the Young Lawyers Division. During his time in the YLD, he also served 
on Council, chaired the Bar Leadership Committee, was a member of the Public Service, Diversity, 
Education and Member Services subcommittees, and was the chairperson for numerous programs, 
projects and events. He is a Fellow of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation and served on the 
Fellows Committee and the 35th Anniversary Red Tie Gala Committee. 
 
Williams has been listed in Best Lawyers in America for family law since 2018. Additionally, since 
2011, he has been listed every year as a “Rising Star” in the Pennsylvania Super Lawyers 
publication. In 2017, he was named the “Outstanding Young Lawyer” of the ACBA, as selected by 
the YLD. Finally, in 2013 Williams was one of 38 lawyers statewide to be selected as a “Lawyer on 
the Fast Track” by the Legal Intelligencer. 
 
Outside of his legal career, Williams is an avid traveler and fan of Pittsburgh’s dining scene. 
 

Additional New Officers In addition to Williams serving as President, the Allegheny County Bar 
Association also announced the following officers for 2021-21: Erica Laughlin will serve as 
President-Elect; Regina Wilson will serve as Secretary; and Daniel Fitsimmons will serve as 
Treasurer. 
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About the ACBA 

 

Chartered in 1870 and headquartered in downtown Pittsburgh, the Allegheny County Bar Association is a 

professional organization with more than 5,500 member attorneys, judges, district justices, legal administrators, and 

paralegals. 

 


