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ACBA CLE programing ready to expand Aug. 1
By Jim Spezialetti 

Get ready for a whole new level of CLE. 
The Allegheny County Bar Association has been offering

continuing legal education courses to attorneys essentially
since CLEs became a thing in 1992. The program has grown
through the years, in terms of quantity and quality of the
CLE courses offered. 
But, beginning on Aug. 1, the ACBA will launch a

revamped CLE program that will feature more courses on a
broader variety of topics, a greater number of multiple-hour
“symposium-style” courses, more “On Tour” CLEs in Pittsburgh’s
suburbs, and a deeper, more robust online CLE library.
There also will be greater opportunities for the ACBA to
partner with third-party organizations – such as bar associations
and law schools – to present programs. And that’s just the
beginning, as additional enhancements are on the way.
“These changes will position the ACBA as Western

Pennsylvania’s premier CLE provider,” said Christina Daub,
the ACBA’s Director of Membership and CLE.
“Don’t get me wrong, we’re very proud of our CLE

program and all of the great courses we’ve put on through
the years, but this will be something entirely different. And
our members are going to be a major part of this revamp.”
In other words, it’s not just the ACBA’s CLE department

that will be driving the growth. The bar association will look
to its committees, divisions and sections to assist with
expanding the program.

What’s on tap

Several multi-credit programs have already been scheduled,
including the Sports Law Committee’s three-hour CLE at
PNC Park on Aug. 22, the Women in the Law Division’s
summit on Aug. 27, a six-hour ACBA law practice management
symposium on Sept. 10, and a six-hour Family Law 101 program
on Oct. 25.
These are in addition to the regular host of some 75 one- and

two-credit programs either already scheduled or currently
in the works. 
Beginning Aug. 1, there will immediately be more than 20

online courses available at ACBA.org, with additional courses
being added regularly.
In addition to online CLEs, members can schedule Live

Video Replays with the ACBA at any given time. Through
this program, attorneys can schedule a time to come to the
ACBA offices and watch a video replay of an ACBA program.
What makes these offerings different than online CLEs is

that they “count” as live CLE credits, not distance learning
credits (to take advantage of this program, email Christina
Daub at cdaub@acba.org).

Marketing

The ACBA will make it easy for members – and non-
member attorneys – to find out about the various CLEs
available.
A listing of every currently scheduled ACBA CLE will be

published in each issue of the Lawyers Journal.
The ACBA.org calendar will feature listings of all upcoming

ACBA CLEs.
All ACBA CLEs will be marketed on the ACBA’s Facebook,

LinkedIn and Twitter feeds. Search #ACBACLE.  
And, the ACBA will launch its new CLE-Blast – a CLE-

only e-listing of all upcoming programs to be sent to all members
each Sunday night. The first edition comes out Aug. 4.
You might be thinking, “oh no, not another email from the

ACBA.” Don’t worry, the CLE-Blast is designed to actually
reduce the number of emails you get from the ACBA.
“While there will still be targeted, stand-alone marketing

emails for specific programs, the CLE-Blast is designed to be
the primary email marketing vehicle for ACBA CLEs,” said
Brian Knavish, the ACBA Director of Marketing and Media
Relations. “We’re sending it on Sunday nights so as to minimize
disruptions in our members’ work days, while making it easy
to review the listing of upcoming programs first thing Monday
morning, or at whatever time works for you.”

“

”

These changes will position the ACBA as Western Pennsylvania’s 
premier CLE provider. Don’t get me wrong, we’re very proud of our CLE
program and all of the great courses we’ve put on through the years, but this
will be something entirely different. And our members are going to be a
major part of this revamp.

– Christina Daub, ACBA Director of Membership and CLE



Background

The reasons for the changes are varied. For one thing, the
ACBA recognizes that CLEs are one of the major member
benefits and providing those benefits remains the ACBA’s
primary goal. 
Additionally, the ACBA previously was under an agreement

with the Pennsylvania Bar Institute (PBI) which restricted
the number of multiple-hour courses and online courses the
ACBA could offer. The contract ends on July 31, another factor
in the rapid growth of the ACBA CLE program.
In addition to providing more quality programing to members,

there are also financial reasons for the changes. The ACBA
aims to recoup – without raising dues – significant advertising
revenue lost as a result of the ending PBI contract.  
The CLE revenue will help to fund the general operations

of the ACBA, which currently has the second-lowest dues
structure of any metropolitan bar association in the country. 

Your role

The ACBA CLE department is busy brainstorming ideas,
building programs and locking in speakers. 
“The majority of our CLEs will come from our members,

via our committees, divisions and sections,” Daub said.
She explained that 19 committees are expected to hold at

minimum, one 1-hour CLE program per fiscal year.
All sections will be expected to hold at least one 4-6 hour

CLE symposium per fiscal year (in addition to standard one-
hour programs). 
All three ACBA divisions will be required to hold at

minimum four CLE hours per year.
All committees, divisions and sections are strongly

encouraged to include a diverse selection of panelists and
presenters. 
Ideas for programs, or questions regarding the CLE

changes should be sent to Christina Daub at cdaub@acba.org
or 412-402-6610. n


