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ACBA’s CLE programs now eligible to qualify for
credit in both Pennsylvania and West Virginia
By Zandy Dudiak

Starting this month, all of the ACBA’s CLE programs will
be eligible to qualify for credit in both Pennsylvania and
West Virginia, making it easier for attorneys licensed in both
states to complete the required number of continuing legal
education credits.

“The ACBA used to be an accredited provider of CLEs for
West Virginia,” said Christina Daub, Director, Membership
and CLE and Events, adding that it “must have lapsed” at
some point. “We are doing it as a convenience for members
who are dually licensed.”

The push for the ACBA to be an accredited provider for
the neighboring state was brought to light by former ACBA
President Bryan Neft, a member at Spilman Thomas & Battle,
who recently had to submit CLE credits for Pennsylvania,
West Virginia, Ohio and California. This spring, he
approached the ACBA with the idea of the bar association
being a presumptive CLE provider for West Virginia.

“It makes the ACBA more competitive as a provider to
offer it,” Neft said.

Attorneys certified in Pennsylvania are required to take
12 CLE credits each year. To comply with West Virginia
certification, lawyers must take 24 CLEs every 24 months.

Lawyers will be able to add-on West Virginia CLE credit
when they register for a program at an additional cost of $15.
The ACBA will file credits with both states.

There are about 875 attorneys in West Virginia who are
dually registered there and in Pennsylvania, according to
Neft. Daub said many Allegheny County firms also operate
in West Virginia.

Before the ACBA became a presumptive provider, attorneys
would have to pay extra money to report credits taken
through the ACBA to West Virginia. Dual-licensed attorneys
also could choose another dual-accredited provider of CLE
credits instead of the ACBA to save the money and the
inconvenience of reporting. With the new opportunity,
attorneys can take a CLE course through the ACBA, and
then have the bar association report the credit to both states.

Members are reminded that the ACBA’s Online CLE Center
that is located at cle.acba.org contains more than 85 online
CLE courses. Courses available through the center are available
online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; are viewable from any
desktop or mobile device; and have the ability to be paused
and resumed. Each available course also has a 5-minute preview.
These courses are also eligible for West Virginia CLE credit. n


