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Tax-planning opportunities exist
after Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017
By Nathan S. Catanese and
Cory C. Omasta

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017
has been widely discussed in the news
lately, as many taxpayers – especially
in states such as Pennsylvania, where
state and local taxes are higher than
many other states – received smaller
tax refunds than in previous years.
While the media is focusing on this
negative news, area attorneys should
see good news from other aspects of
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Specifically,
the higher unified gift and estate tax
exemption amount – which is now
$11.4 million, or $22.8 million for a
married couple – means that there are
many opportunities to engage in
income tax planning. These planning
opportunities stem from basis step-ups
of property included in an estate,
which should be considered as part of
estate planning generally. It used to be
the case that attorneys and other tax
professionals would try to find many
ways to exclude assets from a taxable
estate. But now, for income tax purposes,
it is important for attorneys to remember
that it may be beneficial to keep assets
in an estate.
Prior to the passage of the Tax Cuts

and Jobs Act, and especially before
the Bush tax cuts when the federal
estate tax exemption was only
$675,000, the primary goal in many
estate plans was to try to remove as
many assets from a person’s taxable
estate as possible. But now, paradoxically,
because so few people will be impacted
by the federal estate tax – the Tax
Policy Center estimates that only

1,900 estates that filed the approxi-
mately 4,000 estate tax returns in 2018
will be taxable – it is advantageous in
many instances for people to include
assets in their taxable estate when
they pass away, so that that their heirs
will benefit from a step-up in basis for
income tax purposes. Under Section
1014 of the Internal Revenue Code,
the basis of property included in an
estate is adjusted to equal its fair
market value, or “stepped-up,” upon
inheritance. This is important because
when an heir subsequently sells an
asset, tax is owed on the difference
between an asset’s sales price and its

basis. Thus, a higher basis means
less tax.
There are numerous ways in which

an estate-planning attorney may be
able to keep assets in an estate,
including ways to re-include assets
that were previously taken out of an
estate through gifting to an irrevocable
trust. Of course, as with all planning, a
holistic approach analyzing relevant
facts should be employed, but the
following may be favorable. 
First, a plan could simply leave

assets in an estate – assets will not be
put into a trust or other vehicles that
are outside of an estate. These

assets – whether they are real estate,
investments or other assets – will
receive a step-up in basis upon the
death of their owner. Second, for
people who have already engaged in
estate planning, or for people who
want to include assets in an irrevocable
trust for nontax reasons, in many
cases it is possible to modify an irrev-
ocable trust to cause estate inclusion.
To illustrate, suppose a client inherited
a piece of real property in an irrevocable
trust from her parents. The property’s
basis is $20,000. Its value now is

ACBA releases judicial-candidate ratings
for those in the May 21 Primary Election
The Allegheny County Bar Association

has announced its ratings for those
individuals running for judicial office
in the May 21 primary election.
Candidates will be vying for judicial
vacancies in the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas and the
Superior Court of Pennsylvania.
The ACBA rates only those candidates

who live in and/or have an office in
Allegheny County. Additional
information on the candidates and the
ACBA ratings process can be found at
www.JudicialVote19.org.
The ACBA has issued the following

ratings: 

Superior Court of Pennsylvania
• Elizabeth M. Tarasi –
Not Recommended at this Time

Allegheny County Court 
of Common Pleas
• George A. Heym –
Highly Recommended 

• Richard J. Joyce –
Recommended 

• Brian S. Malkin –
Recommended 

• Mary C. McGinley –
Recommended

“One of the most important duties
as a bar association is to help the
residents of Allegheny County make

informed choices when voting for
judicial candidates,” said ACBA
President Bryan Neft.
“Our Judiciary Committee takes

this responsibility very seriously. The
members of the committee spent
countless hours interviewing 
candidates and looking into their 
qualifications. The committee evaluated
them in several key areas, including
temperament, legal experience, 
academic achievement, integrity and
community involvement. We encourage
Allegheny County citizens to use this
information to vote with confidence on
May 21.” n

Continued on page 8
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Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

May
Dan Fitzsimmons ..................412-350-4407

Michael M. Lyons ..................412-741-6234

Paul A. Supowitz  ....................412-624-2901

June
Robert J. Donahoe ................412-833-0800

Russell D. Giancola ..............412-563-2500
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Renee Bruder, Rangos, J. ...................................................................................................................Page 115
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Insurance Fraud—Good Faith Mistake—Lack of Intent

After a car accident, driver purchases insurance but fails to inform them of accident and is therefore convicted of insurance fraud.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Scott Fontaine Walker, Cashman, A.J ...............................................................................................Page 116
Criminal Appeal—Sentencing (Legality)—Juvenile Lifer—35 Years to Life—de facto Life Sentence

Appellant, age 15 at time of crime, is resentenced to a term of 35 years to life, but argues that this results in a de facto life sentence,
which is unconstitutional.

Kristie Kovacyk v. Michael A. George, Friedman, S.J. ................................................................................................................................Page 117
Easement by Implication—Common Grantor—Improvements and Use by Both Parties—Open, Visible, Permanent and Continuous Servitude

Court determined that an easement by implication existed across Defendant’s property as a common grantor erected a garage with
multiple bays and then sold with one of the bays located on property acquired by Plaintiff and other bays on property sold to Defendant.
Access to Plaintiff ’s portion of garage is over Defendant’s property. Condition existed at time of sale by the Common Grantor.

Sippel Development Co., Inc. v. Charter Homes at Hastings, Inc., Hertzberg, J. ...................................................................................Page 119
Venue—Mechanics Lien Complaint—Lien Bonded Off—Contractual Venue

Court transferred venue of Mechanic Lien Complaint to County of Venue in Contract as the parties agreed on exclusive forum
and venue for disputes (not County where the property subject of the Mechanics Lien was located), notwithstanding the case
commenced by the filing of a Mechanics Lien on property in Allegheny County, which had been bonded off.

50 participants sought to
serve as mediators and
arbitrators in Housing Court
Administrative Judge Christine

Ward of the Allegheny County Court
of Common Pleas Civil Division has
asked for assistance in identifying up
to 50 new mediators and arbitrators
for the revamped Housing Court,
which focuses on landlord/tenant
issues. The volunteer-recruitment goal
must be met by Thursday, May 30, so
volunteers have time to complete
training in June before the new Housing
Court launches in early July.
Participants do not need prior

experience with landlord/tenant
issues, nor do they need to already
possess mediation skills. The court
will provide free training to arbitrator
and mediator volunteers. The training
will be available online for those who
are unable to attend in person.
Lawyers who train and then serve as

arbitrators or mediators will be paid
$150 per day of service. Unless volunteers
wish to serve more frequently, court
staff anticipates that each volunteer
will serve one or two days per year.

The goal of the new program is to
institute an optional mediation
component to Housing Court that will
reduce the number of landlord/tenant
appeals to the Civil Division trial docket.
This program provides practical
experience – especially for newer
litigators and those who are interested
in exploring or developing experience
in a mediation practice.
Pennsylvania-barred lawyers who

wish to volunteer should contact Kim
Brown at kabrown@jonesday.com and
provide the following information:
• Full name
• Firm/organization (name and
address)

• PA Bar ID number
• Email address
• Telephone number
• Whether you are interested in
serving as an arbitrator, 
mediator or both.

The court will contact volunteers
to schedule dates for the training
sessions. n

ACBA Website 
Design Program
Does your firm have an 
outdated website?

No website at all? Are you 
looking to create a
new online image for 
your practice? 

If so, the ACBA Website 
Design Program is your answer.
Through the ACBA’s partnership
with Dufour Interactive, ACBA

members can get a 
modern, professionally 

designed website at a very
affordable price, with packages

starting at $1,000.

For details, see 
ACBA.org/Websites. To get 
started, contact Brian Knavish,
ACBA director of marketing 
and media relations, at 
bknavish@acba.org.
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case is placed on the expedited docket,
there is a period of condensed discovery.
Deposition of plaintiffs and coworker
witnesses frequently take several days,
with 20 or more attorneys present to
ask questions on behalf of 50 to 100 (in
some instances greater) defendants.
Then there is a period of bifurcated
summary judgment, first on product
identification. Once the court rules on
those motions, the remaining parties
are permitted to file summary judgment
motions for any other reason. 
In any given trial term, there might

be 10 to 15 cases placed on the
expedited docket. For each case, the
defendants file on average 50-80

motions for summary judgment for
lack of product identification. Of
those, maybe 20-25 will be argued. So,
for 10 cases, 500-800 motions may be
filed, of which 200-250 are argued.
The numbers are staggering. 
Both Judges Connelly and Klein set

aside approximately 6-8 days each in
non-trial term months (including
summer) to consider the expedited
motions for summary judgment. The
two judges coordinate so that they are

not scheduling arguments on the same
day. They also set aside two days each
month for all other motions. Once all
summary judgment motions are
resolved, the cases proceed to trial
where the overwhelming majority are
settled. In the past nine years, I can
only think of three cases that actually
went to verdict. In cases taken to trial,
jury selection can involve 20-30

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Meet Allegheny County’s Fiber Fighters
By Bryan Neft

When people ask me about my
practice, I tell them that I’m litigator
who handles a variety of commercial
matters and toxic tort defense. For the
last 25 years or so, a significant part of
my practice has involved representing
defendants in asbestos litigation in
Western Pennsylvania. This makes me,
among hundreds of other attorneys
practicing here, a “Fiber Fighter.” It
was a term I first heard when I
worked for Judge Nora Barry Fischer
prior to her ascendancy to the bench.
Asbestos litigation has been

ongoing for nearly 40 years. The
asbestos docket in Allegheny County
is vibrant, and it’s probably the most
active docket in the civil division. For
those unfamiliar with the practice, I
thought I would share a little insight
about what the practice is like. Three
judges are currently assigned to
handle the docket: Arnold Klein,
Patrick Connelly and Don Walko. Judges
handling the docket over the last 15
years include Robert Colville, Michael
Della Vecchia and Michael Marmo. 
The asbestos docket has a case-

management order unique to the
practice. Lawyers representing
plaintiffs have the ability to place
cases on an expedited docket, which
allows the case to be placed on a trial
list within 10 months. Cases not
placed on or removed from the
expedited docket frequently go onto a
backlog docket. After three years,
those cases are set for trial. Once a

How Can Attorneys
Get the Most Out
of their IRAs and

Retirement Plans?

By running the numbers, attorneys who implement the best retire-
ment and estate planning strategies for their IRAs and retirement
plans achieve much better results than attorneys who wing it. Our
clients achieve financial security and peace of mind through the 
planning process. 

Our o�ce’s signature estate plan, Lange’s Cascading Beneficiary
Plan, allows the surviving spouse to decide whether to accept or 
disclaim, in full or in part, his or her share of the assets up to nine
months a�er the first spouse’s death.

Lange Legal Group, LLC provides free educational materials at
www.paytaxeslater.com/attorneys including:

• A download of Jim Lange’s book, Retire Secure!. “In Retire Secure!, CPA
and Attorney Jim Lange provides a road map for tax-e�cient retirement 
and estate planning.” — Charles R. Schwab

• A two-hour workshop titled How to Control from the Grave? Using 
Trusts to Protect Your Family.

• Jim’s 2018-2019 Tax Planning Card.

• Several articles on Roth IRA conversions, Wills and Trusts.

James Lange, CPA/Attorney and Matt Schwartz, Esq. have dra�ed 2,590 
Wills and Trusts. Their estate planning strategies have been endorsed by 
The Wall Street Journal (36 times), Newsweek and Kiplinger’s.

Financial Security. For Life.

2200 Murray Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412-521-2732 • www.paytaxeslater.com

To qualify for a complimentary initial consultation, 
please call and mention this ad.

From James Lange, CPA/Attorney and Matt Schwartz, Esq.

Bryan Neft
ACBA President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

The judges who handle the county’s asbestos docket and their staff gather
for a photo during a March gathering of asbestos-litigation community.
From left are judicial secretary Monica Dawkins, tip staff Justin
Premich, Judge Arnold Klein, Judge Donald Walko, Judge Patrick
Connelly, judicial secretary Erin Liddell and tip staff Dan Cuneen.

Continued on page 5
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“LAWYERS, IT’S 
  YOUR TURN TO GET 
  PERSONAL SERVICE.”

Shouldn’t Private Banking be personal? Call us, and your personal Private Banking Officer answers. We know you, your needs, 
your plans – and help customize credit solutions, deposit accounts, and business services for legal professionals just like you. 
We’ll meet at your home or your office – and always on your terms. Let a Dollar Bank Private Banking Officer enhance your 
Financial team. AS A MUTUAL BANK, WE’RE INDEPENDENT, SO WE NEVER FORGET THE VALUE OF THE INDIVIDUAL – LIKE YOU.

LET’S TALK @ 412.261.8482

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Professor Susan Benesch, faculty associate of the
Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society at
Harvard University and director of the Dangerous
Speech Project, proudly wears a “Stronger Than
Hate” shirt following her April 4 Zittrain Forums
presentation “Beyond Hate; Dangerous Speech in
the Era of Social Media.” Benesch’s presentation
referenced the the Oct. 27 shooting at Tree of Life –
Or L’Simcha Congregation in Squirrel Hill. Benesch
is pictured with, from left, Dave Blaner, ACBA 
executive director; Susan Zittrain Eisenberg; 
Patricia Dodge, ACBF president; and Lorrie Albert,
ACBF associate executive director.

Zittrain Forums

Held in the Omni William
Penn Hotel in downtown
Pittsburgh on April 4, the
2019 Zittrain Forums on Law
& Public Policy attracted a
crowd of more than 100 
attendees. The speaker series
was founded in 2000 by
Lester and Ruth Zittrain to
provide educational, topical
and informative programs to
lead to a better understanding
of complex issues confronting
our government and legal 
systems.

Benesch defined dan-
gerous speech – a term
she coined – as any form
of expression that can
increase the risk that
people will condone or
commit violence against
members of another
group. If you want to
understand violence, fear
is almost as important
as hate in turning people
against one another,
Benesch said.
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I know you came 
to mediation to

I’ve mediated over 700 cases. With skills 
built case by case and honed over years 
of experience, I have the knowledge to 
guide the parties to settlement.

I’ve mediated them all – class actions 
and multiple-party cases, numerous 
sexual harassment, discrimination, 
and other employment cases, plus 
commercial and tort cases, such as 
franchise, contract, construction, and 
business and corporate disputes.  
The list is long. 

I have seen firsthand the impact dispute 
resolution can have. I have lectured on 
mediation to Palestinian lawyers and 
judges in Ramallah and former child 
soldiers in Liberia.

Put my experience to work for your 
clients. Let me help you reach an 
agreeable solution for all parties.

SETTLE.
LOUIS B. KUSHNER

Alternative Dispute Resolution Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

(412) 338-1100 | www.rothmangordon.com

attorneys and may take two days or
longer. Allegheny County has had both
significant plaintiff verdicts and
defense verdicts. 
Judge Walko handles the backlog

docket, which consists of 25 or more
older cases to be worked up for trial in
January of the year following their
listing on the docket. These cases
follow a track similar to the expedited
cases. 
The asbestos docket can be intense.

Many of the defense attorneys represent
multiple defendants in multiple cases.
Management of the docket is paramount.
Besides Allegheny County, there are
active asbestos dockets in Cambria
and Erie counties, as well as in West
Virginia. Asbestos attorneys have to
keep track of all of the evidence,
which in some cases may include 10 or
more 300-page transcripts. Plaintiff
summary judgment responses consist
literally of thousands of pages of
evidence, some developed over many
years. Despite all of the cases, all of
the parties, all of the evidence and all
of the deadlines, the attorneys and
the court manage to work through all
of them. 
In recent years, a number of out-of-

town lawyers have advertised in
Western Pennsylvania and have begun
to file suit in Allegheny County.
Nonetheless, the lion’s share of cases
still belong to local plaintiff attorneys
who have practiced in asbestos litigation
for years. They include D’Amico Law
Offices; Law Office of Lee Davis;
Goldberg Persky & White; Kapusta,
Deihl & Schweers; The Nemeroff
Firm; Robert Peirce & Associates; and
Savinis, Kane & Gallucci. All of these
firms approach their cases differently,

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page 3

yet they have one thing in common
that their out-of-town competitors do
not: they know where asbestos was
present in Western Pennsylvania. 
On the defense side, there are simply

too many great lawyers in the asbestos
bar to name them all. I have worked
with many of them since our practices
were just starting. Now we are watching
a new guard of attorney enter the
practice. The members of the defense
bar also have one thing in common.
They, too, know where asbestos was
present (and where it was not), in
Western Pennsylvania. 
Over the years, the litigation has

changed. New defendants are sued
every day. Since 2012, employers in

Some of Allegheny
County’s “Fiber Fighters”
smile for the camera.
From left are John
Kane of Savinis, Kane,
& Gallucci; Holly
Deihl of Kapusta
Deihl & Schweers,
LLC;  Ken Fryncko Jr.
of Savinis, Kane, &
Gallucci; Cori Kapusta
of Kapusta Deihl &
Schweers, and Bob
Daley of Robert Peirce
& Associates, P.C.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE

Western Pennsylvania boasts a robust asbestos-litigation community, and the number of cases handled here
has provided plaintiff and defense attorneys a deep understanding of where in the region asbestos was – and
where it was not. 

Continued on page 8
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Teasan Back and Raven Moore
display the certificates they
received when they graduated
from the Young Lawyers Division’s
2019 Diverse Law Student Initiative
last month. In this photo from the
April 11 DLI graduation reception,
Back and Moore are flanked by
DLI Co-Chair Morgan Moody and
ACBA President Bryan Neft on
the left and ACBA Executive
Director Dave Blaner and DLI
Co-Chair Asra Hashmi on the
right. Andrew Bell, Sima Lotfi and
Andrew Pratt were the other
members of the 2019 DLI Class.

DLI Graduation

Sunny Yang, Carrie Xu, Regina Wilson
and Elizabeth Hughes chat with
Moore during the reception in the
Koppers Building Conference Center.
The Diverse Law Student Initiative
is modeled after the YLD’s Bar 
Leadership Initiative.
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No, Bench-Bar’s not just for longtime attendees.
Collegial conference offers much to young lawyers.
By Andrew Rothey

Say the words “Seven Springs” to
anyone in western Pennsylvania, and
you’re likely to get a response about a
ski resort. And it’s true, Seven Springs
is a wonderful spot to take advantage
of our Appalachian topography during
the winter months. But every June at
the Bench-Bar Conference, it is also a
perfect spot to get all of the benefits of
membership in the ACBA wrapped into
one long weekend Lawstravaganza.
(Any good intellectual property

lawyers want to help me trademark
“Lawstravaganza?” No?)
There is no other event on the ACBA’s

calendar that has such a dedicated,
loyal group of attendees than Bench-
Bar. In fact, each year a distinguished
member who has shown particular
dedication to the Bench-Bar Conference
receives the coveted Philip Werner
Amram Award. But for many of us
who are too young to be considered for
such an accolade, why do we attend?
Nowadays, young lawyers are

constantly inundated about the
importance of networking. If Moses
were to return with a set of command-
ments for modern lawyers, I’m fairly
confident “Thou Shalt Network”
would top his list. The ACBA holds
numerous social functions throughout
the year with ample opportunities to
meet other lawyers, and it offers CLEs

about how to network effectively. But,
quite simply, there is no better
networking opportunity than Bench-
Bar. Don’t worry if you feel self-
conscious at networking events – the
YLD’s conference program will center
around how to succeed in workplace
interactions.
Whatever barriers there may be to

meeting and connecting with someone
new – particularly an established
partner at a big firm or a well-known
judge – those barriers are lowest at
Bench-Bar. At no other event is the
sense of collegiality at such a peak.
Whether you decide to take a shot at
the sporting clays or tee it up with a

sixsome for the golf tournament or
even try your luck at blackjack during
Monte Carlo night, you are bound to
get paired up with people you didn’t
know in a fun, competitive environment.
Often, a drink afterwards to toast your
exploits in the field leads to the kind of
real conversations where it feels less
like networking and more like making
new friends.
But does the cost of the conference

justify attending? All you have to do is
factor in the ample CLEs you can pack
in at Bench-Bar to see that it is most
assuredly worth the price of admission.
Not only do the various sections
dedicated to specific practice areas
put on excellent CLEs – usually with
members of the bench actively partic-
ipating on panels – but this year the
ACBA also has designed programming
specifically for young lawyers looking
to sharpen their skills.
These programs have been dubbed

the “Skills Training Boot Camp” and
cover a lot of the practical elements of
practicing law that no one ever teaches
us in law school. You could call it the

“nitty gritty” of getting things done
for clients, while avoiding mistakes
that could turn into major headaches.
The Civil Litigation Section will

have three siting judges from the Civil
Division lead a panel discussion on
how to best argue motions and the
potential pitfalls that many inexperi-
enced practitioners fall into. The
Family Law Section will have a program
explaining how to get pleadings filed
and motions scheduled in family court.
New rules about confidentiality –
and the many errors attorneys have
made since their promulgation – also
will be covered. 
Even for those who have been in

practice for several years, Orphans’
Court can feel a bit like walking into
the great unknown (Indiana Jones
navigating the temple housing the
Holy Grail comes to mind). To help
remove some of that mystery, the
Probate and Trust Law Section will
have a panel discussion on how to
handle various estate and guardianship
issues. President-Judge Emeritus
Jeffrey A. Manning will lead a talk on
conducting oneself appropriately and
civilly, and the Pro Bono Center will
explain how lawyers can give their
time and expertise to those unable to
afford legal services and even how to
receive CLE credit for doing so. 

Experience. Responsiveness. Attention.

305 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard, Suite 205
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15234
412.571.9552 office
acornelius@ajciplaw.com

RESULTS
Andrew J. Cornelius, P.C.  |  Intellectual Property Law

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

Andrew Rothey

A C B A  A N N U A L

C O N F E R E N C E

Continued on page 8
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The networking and educational
benefits should make attending
Bench-Bar an annual no-brainer, and
I’ve only touched on some of the
immensely valuable Bench-Bar
programming. But what keeps me
coming back more than anything:
Bench-Bar is just a blast! From early
morning yoga to poolside relaxation,
from dancefloor moves to comedy
show laughs, from breathing that
clean mountain air to belting out
your best karaoke performance …
Bench-Bar has it all. n

Andrew Rothey is chair-elect of the
ACBA Young Lawyers Division.

BENCH-BAR 
continued from page 7

$500,000. If the trust is not included in
the client’s estate, the basis will
remain $20,000. If the client’s children
want to sell the property after the
client passes away, the trust will incur
a $480,000 gain. However, if the trust
is modified to cause inclusion in the
client’s estate, when the client passes
away, the basis of the property will be
increased to its fair market value,
which if the client were to pass away
now, would be $500,000 causing no
income tax consequences. The method
of modifying the irrevocable trust is
beyond the scope of this article, but
could be achieved under the Pennsyl-
vania Uniform Trust Code or through
a power an independent party holds in
the trust document. Any planning
involving modifying an irrevocable
trust must be carefully analyzed to
make sure it is compliant with
Pennsylvania law and the terms of the
trust document.

TAX-PLANNING 
continued from front page

WesBanco Bank, Inc. is a Member FDIC.
WesBanco Trust and Investment Services may invest in insured deposits or nondeposit 

investment products. Nondeposit investment products are not insured by the FDIC or any other 
government agency, are not deposits or other obligations of, or guaranteed by any bank, and 

are subject to investment risks, including the potential loss of principal. wesbanco.com

Over a Century of Investment 
Management Expertise

• Strong, consistent investment returns 
• High level of personalized service  
•  Competitive fees

Trust and Investment Services

Harold Migias, JD, Senior Vice President 
 O: (724) 909-7055 | M: (304) 312-4619

Contact our Western PA Representative 
to schedule an appointment.

Lastly, it is important to keep in
mind that when engaging in this type
of basis step-up planning, flexibility is
key. The increase in the level of the
estate tax exemption is set to expire
on Jan. 1, 2026, thus reverting to the
pre-Tax Cuts and Jobs Act exemption
of approximately $5.5 million in 2017,
albeit adjusted for inflation. This
reversion in exemption amount will
increase the number of estates subject
to federal estate taxation, and estate
planners will need to determine
whether it still makes sense to include
assets in an estate for income tax
planning purposes. n

Nathan S. Catanese and Cory C. Omasta
are associate attorneys at Williams
Coulson. Catanese’s practice focuses on
estate planning and administration, tax
and business planning and Orphans’
Court litigation matters. Omasta’s practice
focuses on estate planning and adminis-
tration, tax and business planning and
general corporate law matters.

Nathan S. Catanese Cory C. Omasta

If you’re going
The ACBA’s 57th Annual 
Bench-Bar Conference will be 
held June 13-15 at Seven Springs
Mountain Resort. To view its 
schedule or to register, see
ACBABenchBar.com.

many instances have not been covered
by Workers Compensation because of
the latency of the diseases. Many
cases from around the country are
filed in Madison County, Ill. At one
time, a number of cases from around
the country were filed in Philadelphia.
National firms have tried to make
inroads in Allegheny County. To date
they have not become much of a
presence. It’s because of the strength
of the local bench and bar that the
practice remains primarily an
Allegheny County practice. n

To talk about these issues further, please
contact ACBA President Bryan Neft at
412-325-3317 or BNeft@spilmanlaw.com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
continued from page 5 ACBA Professional 

Ethics Hotline
Wonder if your decisions, legal
advice or other professional
actions are ethical? ACBA 
members can get confidential
consultation on their legal 

actions and/or potential actions
through the bar association’s
Professional Ethics Hotline.

Through this service, members 
of the ACBA Professional Ethics
Committee are available to 

give their opinion on the proper
interpretation of the Code of 
Judicial Conduct and/or Rules 
of Professional Conduct. They
are available to address ethics
questions from any ACBA 

member, but they advise only
about the member’s own 
conduct; they will not give 

opinions about the conduct of
other lawyers or judicial officials.

Members of the Professional
Ethics Committee take shifts as
“duty officers” throughout the
year. For details or to obtain the
contact information of this
month’s duty officer, see 

ACBA.org/OfficerAssignments.
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Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 2,000 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 38 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

• Five years (2014-2018) Super Lawyers Selection

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

Get behind-the-scenes access during tour
of Duquesne Light Operations Center
Environment, Energy Section’s
May 22 event will benefit
group’s annual scholarship

By Brian Knavish 

Remember that big windstorm that
swept through the Pittsburgh region
in late February? The one with 60-plus
mile-per-hour gusts that started on
Sunday morning and kept on blowing
into Monday? 
If you’re like many Pittsburghers,

you lost power for at least a portion of
those days. But what you might not
realize is that storm caused one of
Duquesne Light’s three-largest power
outages of the last 20 years.  More
than 176 utility poles and 500 wires
came down during the storm, leaving
some 132,000 customers in Allegheny
and Beaver counties without electricity. 
Yet, thanks to a herculean effort by

Duquesne Light crews working 16-
hour shifts amid less-than-ideal
conditions, the majority of customers
had their lights back on within a day,
and all of those affected had their
power back on three days later.
ACBA members can hear the inside

story of that response effort – and get
a rare behind-the-scenes tour of the
Duquesne Light’s operations center –
on Wednesday, May 22. That’s the day
of “Getting the Lights On,” the 2019
edition of the Environment and

Energy Law Section’s annual
scholarship fundraiser.  
The event – which is open to ACBA

members and nonmembers alike –
begins at 3 p.m. at Duquesne Light’s
Woods Run Operations Center on
Pittsburgh’s North Side. Guided tours
of the facility will begin at 3:30 p.m.,
followed by the presentation of checks
to this year’s scholarship winners and
the section’s annual meeting. A reception
will follow from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the

nearby Revival on Lincoln restaurant in
Bellevue. Due to security restrictions,
walk-ins will not be accepted for
this event.  
“This should be a great event.

Not only is it a topic of interest to
environmental and energy attorneys,
it’s one that really anyone can relate
to. We all use electricity, and we’ve all
been without power at one point or
another,” explained acting section
Chair Brendan Lucas of Buchanan,

Ingersoll & Rooney. “Getting a behind-
the-scenes look at what goes into keeping
the lights on will be fascinating.”
It will be a great event for an even

better cause, added Lucas. 
“Each year, our section works to

plan an interesting and engaging
event to help raise money for local
law students who want to practice

If you’re going
What: Getting the Lights On, a
fundraiser for the ACBA 
Environment and Energy Law 
Section Scholarship Fund
Date: Wednesday, May 22
Time: 3-5 p.m. — Tour of DLC
Operations Center, 2515 Preble
Ave., Pittsburgh, 15233; 
5:30-7:30 p.m. — Reception at
Revival on Lincoln, 366 Lincoln
Ave., Bellevue 15202.
Admission: $25 for section 
members, $10 for law students,
$35 for other ACBA member, $40
for nonmembers. Includes food
and beverages. Those unable to
attend the tour can attend the
reception for $20. 
Register: www.ACBA.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO

When power goes out, utility crews respond – no matter the time of day.
ACBA members can get a behind-the-scenes tour of Duquesne Light’s
Operations Center on May 22.

Continued on page 10
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If you have an idea for a substantive
law article, please email Brian Estadt 
at bestadt@acba.org.ARTICLES WANTED

Ference & Associates works with clients ranging 
from Pittsburgh-based startups to large, global 

technology providers to help protect and monetize 
their intellectual property. Our practice is dedicated 

to patent, trademark and copyright law in 
industries ranging from software to chemical to 

electromechanical to biotech.  
 

Visit ferencelaw.com to learn more about  
how we can help protect your client’s most 

valuable assets.

Protecting  
Complex

Technology

412.741.8400    •    ferencelaw.com

Patents  •  Trademarks  •  Copyrights
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Your success is our 
foremost concern.
You want positive outcomes — and no 
single path can lead you to them. That’s 
why Key Private Bank’s approach to wealth 
management  is to provide focused, 
personalized solutions from experienced 
�nancial professionals who are ready to help 
you navigate whatever paths lie ahead. 

� Financial and retirement planning
� Tax strategies
� Estate planning
� Insurance solutions
� Specialized practice groups
� Deposit services
� Credit solutions

Bank and trust products from KeyBank National Association, Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender.
Investment products are:

Key.com is a federally registered service mark of KeyCorp.  
©2018 KeyCorp. KeyBank is Member FDIC.  171208-327130-9046879

NOT FDIC INSURED • NOT BANK GUARANTEED • MAY LOSE VALUE • NOT A DEPOSIT
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL OR STATE GOVERNMENT AGENCY

To learn more, contact 
Tom Crowley
at 412-807-2755
or go to key.com/kpb today.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The late-February windstorm that swept through the region downed so
many power lines that the subsequent power outage ranks as one of the
three largest that Duquesne Light has experienced in the past 20 years.

And the winners are …
A named fund of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation, the ACBA
Environment and Energy Law Section Scholarship Fund provides
scholarships to law students who plan to practice environmental and/or 
energy law in Allegheny County after graduation. Checks will be presented 
to this year’s scholarship recipients – Stephanie Novak of Duquesne Law
and Jessica Lasky of Pitt Law – at the event.

environmental or energy law after
graduation, and we think this one will be
right up there with some of the most
successful events we’ve had in the past,”
he said. “Not many people get the
chance to see the inside of the Duquesne
Light operations center. We are very
fortunate and thankful Duquesne Light
is welcoming us for this event.”
The title sponsor of the event is

Civil & Environmental Consultants,
Inc., which jumped at the opportunity
to make this event idea a reality.
“Civil & Environmental Consultants,

Inc. has a long history of collaboration
with the Allegheny County legal
community,” said Tom Walsh, the
company’s Pittsburgh Environmental
Practice Lead. “We are honored to sponsor
this event providing scholarships to
the next generation of environmental
attorneys. We are also very excited to
tour Duquesne Light’s operations
center, as they are one of our most
valued clients.”
In addition to covering the story

behind this particular storm response,
the tour also will cover what
Duquesne Light does daily to keep
the lights on and to be prepared for
outages that can hit at any time.  
Special attention will be given to

safety – the top priority at Duquesne
Light – including the training, protocol
and safety features the company
incorporates into all it does. This portion
of the tour will involve a demonstration
featuring “The Juicer,” an educational
display with actual transformers and
power lines that illustrate the power
of electricity firsthand.
Other topics to be covered include

the operational efforts that go into
powering the region, “utility of the

DUQUESNE LIGHT
continued from page 9

future” concepts and the company’s
green efforts (featuring DLC’s electric
vehicles). David Fisifs, the company’s
vice president of regulatory rates and

affairs and general counsel, will be on
the tour to answer questions about the
array of legal matters utility companies
encounter in 2019. n
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Attorneys at Law
QUATRINIRAFFERTY

Attorneys at Law
QUATRINIRAFFERTY

Attorneys at Law
QUATRINIRAFFERTY

412-391-2800 | www.qrlegal.com
Greensburg | Latrobe | Pittsburgh | Altoona 

412-391-2800 | www.qrlegal.com
Greensburg | Latrobe | Pittsburgh | Altoona 

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

VETERAN ALERT:
• Did your client serve  
 between 2003 – 2015? 

• Has your client been  
 diagnosed with hearing  
 loss or tinnitus? 

Earplugs manufactured by 3M, 
and distributed to all service 
members between 2003 and 
2015, were defective. Our 
office is currently reviewing 
these claims against 3M and 
would be happy to meet for 
a free consultation.

We welcome referrals and honor referral fees.

At Fragasso Financial Advisors,  
our clients’ goals are our goals. Their concerns are  
our concerns. Each interaction with us is personalized  
and professional. We have the knowledge and skills  
to navigate through current financial challenges  
and those challenges yet to come along one's  
financial journey. Call us today to set up a  
no-obligation, no cost consultation.

SERVICES: 
Business Succession Planning
Charitable and Family Gifting Strategy  
Education Funding 
Employer Retirement Plan Management
Estate Planning 
Fiduciary Partnership 
Holistic Financial Planning
Income Tax Reduction Strategies 
Investment Management   
Life Insurance 
Long-Term Care Cost Analysis 
Personal Retirement Planning 
Stock Option Management

MICHAEL FERTIG, AIF®
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor
Cool Springs Of ce, Pittsburgh

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M

Investment Advice offered through Fragasso  
Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

We guide. For life.®

The importance of saying “thank you” after an interview
Note from Jennifer Pulice, director

of ACBA Legal Employment Services:
The age-old tradition of sending a
follow up “thank you” note to a
recruiter or hiring manager after your
interview still plays a very important
part in determining whether or not
you receive the job.

By Amanda Augustine

A recent survey conducted by
TopResume confirmed that a job
candidate’s thank-you note (or lack
thereof) impacts that person’s
chances of landing the job. When
asked, “After interviewing a candidate,
does receiving a thank-you email/note
impact your decision-making process?”
68 percent of hiring managers and
recruiters replied that yes, it matters.
In fact, nearly one in five interviewers
have completely dismissed candidates
because they didn’t receive a thank-you
email or note after an interview.
However, not all job seekers are

heeding this warning. Almost a third
of all professionals surveyed do not
send a thank-you email or note after
every interview, and a whopping 7
percent say they never send thank-you
notes after an interview.
If you’re not sending a proper post-

interview thank-you note, you’re hurting
your chances of landing the job.
Don’t overlook this simple, yet

important part of the interview
process. Use the tips below to send an
interview thank-you note that not only
follows up on your candidacy but also
sets you apart from the competition
and takes you one step closer to
receiving the job offer.

Timing matters

Send your interview follow-up
messages within 24 hours of the
interview. Also, ask each of your
interviewers for a business card or
confirm the spelling of the person’s name
and his or her email address before
leaving the building. If you realize you
forgot to do this, reach out to your main
point of contact at the company right
away and ask for the information so
you can send a proper thank-you note.

Send a note to every interviewer

If you met with multiple people
during your interview at the company,
be prepared to write multiple thank-you
notes afterward. Avoid sending a
generic “thank you” to each person, as
some companies will request that all
thank-you messages get forwarded to
HR so they can be attached to your
file. The last thing you want is for your
interviewers to compare thank-you
notes and realize you sent a generic
template to everyone. If you’re going
to take the time to send interview
thank-you messages, make them count.

Customize with little details

Send a tailored message to each
interviewer that demonstrates your

genuine interest in the job opportunity
and reiterates your qualifications.
While you’re in the interview, take
note of what the person likes most
about your experience so you can
highlight those selling points in your
follow-up message.
Also, use the little details you

learned about the interviewer – such
as a shared hobby or an upcoming trip –
in your thank-you note to demonstrate
your attention to detail and make your
follow-up more memorable.

Use this opportunity 

If the interviewer expressed a
concern with hiring you, address it
head-on in your thank-you note.
Explain that you can demonstrate
what it takes. Also, restate how your
skills and experience are directly tied
to the hiring manager’s needs. If you
forgot to bring up an important
qualification during the actual
interview, see if there’s a way to
seamlessly work it into your post-
interview follow-up.

Proofread!

When you’re competing against
other qualified candidates, the smallest
mistake in your interview follow-up
can be used to eliminate you from the

running. Don’t rely entirely on
spell-check. Before you send your
thank-you note, carefully reread your
message. Then read it again, starting
with the last sentence and working
your way back up. 

Consider the company culture

While email is the most common
method for sending a post-interview
thank you, there are certain cases
where a snail mail thank-you note may
win you brownie points with the
hiring manager. For example, if you
interviewed with a highly conservative
institution that prides itself on tradition,
consider sending a handwritten
thank-you card in addition to your
email. Not only will this cover your
bases, but the handwritten note will
arrive a day or two after your email,
helping to grab the hiring manager’s
attention once again.

Don’t write a novel

Use your post-interview follow-up
message to thank the interviewer for
his or her time, highlight the main
points of your conversation, address any
concerns the interviewer expressed
about your candidacy, and restate
your interest in the position. Don’t
regurgitate your entire resume – keep
your message just long enough to
cover the points mentioned above. n

Amanda Augustine is TopResume’s
resident career advice expert. You can
find this article and more like it on
www.PittsburghLegalJobs.com.

Legal Employment Services
For more resources, see the ACBA Legal Employment Services website at
PittsburghLegalJobs.com. LES also offers career counseling, and it provides
job/internship/clerkship listings and both legal candidate placement and 
diverse candidate recruitment services.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Pittsburgh Legal Administrators Association has announced its
newly elected Board of Directors for the 2019-20 year. From left are
Treasurer Carolyn Hinson, of Caroselli, Beachler & Coleman, LLC; 
President Cynthia L. Eichmuller, of Robb Leonard Mulvihill LLP; and
Secretary Erika Knowles, of Campbell & Levine, LLC.

PHOTO BY BRIAN KNAVISH

Presenters Mark Melago and Mike Beitcher of FindLaw join Janet 
Darcangelo of event sponsor Dollar Bank and ACBA President Bryan
Neft at the ACBA On Tour stop in the Mt. Lebanon area last month. The
CLE focused on digital marketing and things every attorney can do to
develop a brand and, as a result, increase business.

On Tour: Digital Marketing

PLAA 2019-20 Officers
Sidebar online

Have you ever deleted a Sidebar only to realize later that you
needed to check something in it? Does your email filter 
sometimes route the Sidebar to your spam folder? If so, 

don’t worry – you can find the newsletter online at ACBA.org.
We link to the past four Sidebars at 
ACBA.org/Sidebar-Editorial-Policy.
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LawPay is a registered agent of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., Concord, CA and Citizens Bank, N.A., Providence, RI.

888-934-0754 or visit lawpay.com/acba
Special offer for
bar members.
Call for details

Trusted by more than 35,000 firms and
Rated ‘5-Star’ on

In our firm, it's actually fun to do our 
billings and get paid. I send our bills 
out first thing in the morning and 
more than half are paid by lunchtime. 
LawPay makes my day!

 – Cheryl Ischy, Legal Administrator
Austin, Texas

LAWPAY IS
FIVE STAR! 

Getting paid should be the easiest part of your 
job, and with LawPay, it is! However you run your 
firm, LawPay's flexible, easy-to-use system can 
work for you. Designed specifically for the legal 
industry, your earned/unearned fees are properly 
separated and your IOLTA is always protected 
against third-party debiting. Give your firm, and 
your clients, the benefit of easy online payments 
with LawPay.

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS

PAYMENT INBOX

INVOICE PAID
receipts@lawpay.com

$775.00

INVOICE PAID
receipts@lawpay.com

$1,500.00

INVOICE PAID
receipts@lawpay.com

$900.00

PAYMENT RECEIVED

Now accept check payments online 
at 0% and only $2 per transaction!
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONJUNE

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

June 3 • Win Your Case With D.I.Y. Visual Technology

June 4 • School Law Update 

June 6 • Understanding and Responding to Changes to the Tax Code 

June 7 • Municipal Law Colloquium

June 10 • An Attorney’s Guide to Managing a Paperless O�ice 

June 11 • Equitable Distribution in Pennsylvania 

June 18 • Alzheimer’s Disease and Other Types of Dementia

June 19 • Slings Arrows and Guns - Hunting Regulations in Pennsylvania 

June 20 • Advanced Issues in Social Security Disability

June 25 • How to Handle Small & Insolvent Estates

June 26 • Boundary Law in Pennsylvania

June 26 • Cyber Liability: Preventing, Responding, and Resolving

June 27 • Wage and Hour Law Update 

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

June 3 • Doing Business In & With Emerging Markets 

June 4 • Audit Committees & Financial Reporting 2019: Recent 
Developments & Current Issues 

June 6 • Internal Investigations

June 10 • International Arbitration 

June 20 • Hot Topics in Advertising Law

June 24 • Fundamentals of Investment Adviser Regulation

June 26 • Ethics for In-House Counsel

VIDEO REPLAYS
June 5 • Key Mistakes to Avoid with Residential Agreements of Sale

June 7 • Contract Dra�ing: How to Avoid Costly Mistakes

June 12 • Estate & Elder Law Symposium

June 17 • Emerging Trends and Hot Topics in Condominiums and HOAs

June 21 • Legal Research: Free or Fee?

Unlimited On-Demand CLE from PBI
$199/yr, only $99 for new attorneys

Visit PBI.ORG/PROPASS   

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & 
get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

June 3 • Win Your Case With D.I.Y. Visual Technology 

June 4 • School Law Update

June 5 • Boundary Law in Pennsylvania

June 6 • Understanding and Responding to Changes to the Tax Code

June 7 • Municipal Law Colloquium 

June 10 • An Attorney’s Guide to Managing a Paperless O�ice

June 11 • Equitable Distribution in Pennsylvania 

June 11 • How to Handle Small & Insolvent Estates 

June 13 • Advanced Issues in Social Security Disability 

June 19 • Slings Arrows and Guns - Hunting Regulations in Pennsylvania

June 20 • Alzheimer’s Disease and Other Types of Dementia 

June 25 • Wage and Hour Law Update 

June 26 • Cyber Liability: Preventing, Responding, and Resolving

 

 

ON-DEMAND FOR WESTERN PA

FAMILY LAW PRACTICE 
IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Learn from the family law experts in Pittsburgh and the surrounding 
counties to discover what you need to know to represent your clients 
in Western PA. You will understand how to protect your clients under 
the following topics:

• Child/Spousal Support, APL, Interim Counsel Fees
• Custody
• Divorce, Equitable Distribution, Alimony, Counsel Fees
• Protection from Abuse
• Motions Practice    10358

QUIET TITLE ACTIONS 
IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
AN OVERVIEW OF THE LAW OF QUIET TITLE  
OR EJECTMENT

Quiet title actions are brought when title to real property is 
ambiguous. The boundaries are not clear — sellers of a house that 
has been passed down for generations find out they have no deed 
or legal title to the house — no one bothered to change the records; 
fraudulent conveyance of a deed by forged deed or coercion has 
occurred. The process is very detailed and not well known to most 
attorneys filing these actions. Topics covered will include:

• Typical types of problems
• What you need to know and do when taking one of these cases
• Which court has jurisdiction
• Procedure
• Ancillary Issues    9637

CIVIL PRACTICE 
IN THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY  
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

For those who practice in Allegheny County, this fast-paced 
program provides critical information to help guide you through 
civil practice procedures in the Allegheny County Court of 
Common Pleas.     9963

THE ALLEGHENY COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
CIVIL PRACTICE MANUAL IS INCLUDED IN YOUR TUITION
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Medical Issues in Hearing Loss Cases with 

Dr. Todd A. Hillman 

Thursday, May 16  |  4 p.m.  |  Olive or Twist

1 Substantive credit

Ethical Considerations in Drafting Contracts 

Monday, May 20  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building

1 Ethics credit

E-filing in Allegheny County Orphans’ Court 

Thursday, May 23  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building

1 Substantive credit

A Corruption Overview: 

It‘s Not Always Cash in a Bag 

Thursday, May 30  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building

1.5 Ethics credits

Crisis Communication: A Guide for Safeguarding 

Brand Equity, Reputation and Bottom Line 

Friday, May 31  |  8:30 a.m.  |  Koppers Building

2 Substantive credits

Oil and Gas Insurance Basics 

Thursday, June 6  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building

1 Substantive credit

Protecting our Pets: 

Libre’s Law, Pet Trusts and Pets for Vets 

Tuesday, July 9  |  4 p.m.  |  Animal Friends

2 Substantive credits

Life and Disability Insurance – 

Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 

Tuesday, August 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building

1 Ethics credit

Consumer Data Protection in the Global Market: 

Compliance Issues in Post-GDPR World  

Friday, September 20  |  9 a.m.  |  Koppers Building

3 Substantive credits

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online Offerings:

But What Can I Do? I'm Just a [insert job title here]….
Promoting Professionalism in the Legal Community     
1 Ethics credit

Current Practice Issues       
1 Substantive credit

Examining Reasonable Accommodations in the Workplace         
1 Substantive credit

In Side House: What In House Counsel and the Outside 
Attorneys Who Work with Them Should Know    
1 Substantive credit

Police Misconduct Update: SCOTUS, Third Circuit and 
Western District        
2 Substantive credits

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also 
offer Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to 
come in to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your 
convenience. Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not 
distance learning credits. For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/
CLEVideoReplayService or contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE 
Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or hbooth@acba.org.

57th Annual Bench-Bar Conference
June 13 - 15  |  Seven Springs Mountain Resort

Up to 8 CLE credits  |  Up to 8.5 CJE credits

Register today at www.ACBABenchBar.com.
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throughout Southwestern Pennsylvania,
with focus on commercial real estate,
zoning and land-use matters and
actions to quiet title. She is experienced
in divorce, custody and support litigation,
the drafting of settlements and pre-
marital agreements, property negotiation
and the settlement of other marital-
related claims, including the division
of family businesses. Her family law
practice includes the methods of
collaborative law.

Chris Michael Temple and Michael
J. Zukowski have joined Fox Rothschild
LLP as partners. Temple’s practice
focuses on complex mass tort and
product liability claims, with a recent
focus on tortious and cybersecurity
liability for IIoT-connected process
and automation systems and machine-
learning equipment that utilizes artificial
intelligence technologies. His mass
tort experience includes trial, litigation
and counseling work on personal-
injury and property-damage claims
from exposures to asbestos, silica,
talc, ionizing radiation, nuclear fuels
and cell phone technologies. His trial

News and Notes
Edward P. Wojnaroski Jr., member,

Williams Coulson Johnson Lloyd
Parker & Tedesco, LLC authored the
treatise, Private Annuities and Self-
Canceling Installment Notes, published
by Bloomberg BNA, providing detailed
analysis on two tax saving tools
designed to transfer wealth to successive
generations, often in a trust.

People on the Move
Richard A.

Monti has joined
Rothman Gordon
P.C. Monti – who
works with closely
held companies,
family businesses
and individuals –
assists with all
stages of litigation,
from research and
preliminary objec-
tions to depositions
and settlement

proposals.

Jessica L.
Crown has been
named shareholder
at Goehring, Rutter
& Boehm. She
represents clients
in many areas of
civil litigation,
particularly real
estate and family
law. Crown has
appeared in federal
and county courts

Bar Briefs

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

Employment
Where

Meets The Law

Johnston Lykos provides clients with advice, 
counseling and representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including illegal workplace 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation.

Colleen Ramage Johnston Nikki Velisaris Lykos

Pittsburgh, PA

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified 
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE ON GRANT STREET –
Two offices, sublease one or both. Bill or Tanya 
412-471-2587.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! 
MIRACLES TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION
412-921-4046. Visit us on our website,
www.empireinv.com.

QUALITY INVESTIGATIVE
SERVICES

QUALITY INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES offered at a
reasonable cost. Call Felix 412-657-0488 or
felixcash64@yahoo.com.

work has included complex and high-
value insurance coverage claims relating
to underlying environmental, mass
tort and financial service liabilities.
Zukowski’s practice focuses on mass
tort and product liability claims,
including asbestos cases, as well as
complex commercial litigation, con-
struction matters and insurance
coverage disputes. His mass tort work
includes trial and counseling clients to
manage and coordinate the business
and litigation risk associated with
repetitive and mass tort claims. He
has broad experience before state and
federal courts and a sophisticated
understanding of mass tort and product
liability matters, serving as both
national and trial counsel for clients
facing thousands of claims pending in
nearly every state. His trial work has
included international construction
arbitrations, complex construction
disputes, mass tort claims and insurance
coverage claims.

G. Richard
Murphy has joined
Thomas, Thomas
& Hafer LLP. He
focuses his practice
on complex com-
mercial and busi-
ness litigation, and
he has experience
involving product
liability, business
contracts, intellec-
tual property, secu-
rities, arbitration,

insurance, real estate, financial
services, technology and employment
law. In addition to his extensive litigation
experience, Murphy is skilled at handling
cases of a complex technical nature
by applying his expertise from his
science background in astronomy and
astrophysics.

Amanda M.
Daquelente has
joined Meyer,
Unkovic & Scott as
an associate in the
firm’s corporate &
business law, real
estate & lending
and private clients
practice groups.
She has nearly 10
years of experience
working on corporate
and real estate

transactions, as well as trusts and
estates matters. Daquelente focuses
primarily on a wide range of business
and corporate transactions, including
counseling clients on entity formation
and structuring of business transactions,
corporate governance, mergers and
acquisitions, reorganizations and the
purchase and sale of businesses, as well
as business-succession planning. Her
work also focuses on all aspects of real
estate transactions, including real estate
acquisition and disposition, leasing
and financing and the representation
of individuals and closely-held companies
in a broad range of general corporate
and real estate-related transactions. 

Richard A.
Monti 

Jessica L.
Crown 

Chris Michael
Temple 

Michael J.
Zukowski 

G. Richard
Murphy 

Amanda M.
Daquelente 


