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Forty-four ACBA members worked in shifts to answer calls from the public during the 34th Annual KD & You and the Law telethon on April 18.
For six hours, volunteers staffed a phone bank in the KDKA-TV studios in Gateway Center and helped callers with their legal questions. There was
a 16-percent increase in call volume over last year’s telethon, and the attorneys fielded 997 calls from noon to 6 p.m.

KD & You and the Law

2018 BLI class focuses on animal laws, 
raises funds for SCI-Fayette program
By Tynishia C. Powell and
Cody J. Harding

The 2018 Young Lawyers Division
Bar Leadership Initiative class is
focusing its efforts on supporting
animal-related legal causes. Specifically,
the BLI class hosted an April CLE that
focused on animal-related legal
issues. The class also is raising funds
and in-kind donations for the Humane
Animal Rescue’s partnership with the
State Correctional Institute in Fayette
county. This program instructs
inmates who train and rehabilitate
shelter dogs for adoption through the
rescue organization.

Fitting Fido into Public Places

Animal advocacy groups, although
well-intentioned, often publish false
animal statistics, says Ann Schiavone.
Schiavone serves as an Animal Law
professor at Duquesne University
School of Law and served as a panelist

for the “Man’s Best Friend: Fitting
Fido into Public Places” CLE program.
False animal statistics may form

the basis of ineffective animal law.
“It’s hard to change bad animal

laws,” said Matthew Monsour, a complex
litigation partner at McGuireWoods

LLP who has litigated local animal-law
issues. “It will be interesting to see
how municipalities respond to loose
standards to protect their citizens
after recently publicized incidents.” 

Supporting the program 
On Thursday, May 17, BLI members will host a happy hour at Grist House
Brewing in Millvale. Attendees who provide a donation or bring a requested
item will be given a drink ticket to redeem.
Accepted donation items include: dog crates (36″ or 42″ length), unopened
kong toys, nylabones, rope toys, waste bags, medium and large no-pull 
harnesses, freeze dried liver treats and Rachel Ray zero-grain turkey or
salmon food. A comprehensive list can be found on the YLD Facebook page.
There will be pet-related vendors and prize baskets to give away. Food will
be available to purchase from BullDawgs food truck. In addition,
representatives from Humane Animal Rescue will be on hand to offer basic
obedience tips and to discuss the program with SCI-Fayette. Guests are 
welcome, and attendees are also encouraged to bring their dogs. 
The happy hour starts at 6 p.m. Grist House Brewing is at 10 E. Sherman St.

Continued on page 10

ACBA President
Hal Coffey is
interviewed by
KDKA Money
and Politics 
editor – and
ACBA member –
Jon Delano 
during the
telethon. 

Volunteers Edward Witt Jr. and Pauline Calabrese chat 
during rare down time between calls.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

May
Dan Fitzsimmons ....................412-350-4407

Michael M. Lyons....................412-741-6234

Paul A. Supowitz......................412-624-2901

June
Robert J. Donahoe ..................412-833-0800

Russell D. Giancola ................412-995-3241

Experience. Responsiveness. Attention.

305 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard, Suite 205
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15234
412.571.9552 office
acornelius@ajciplaw.com

RESULTS
Andrew J. Cornelius, P.C.  |  Intellectual Property Law
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Robert Williams*, McDaniel, J. ...........................................................................................................Page 99
Criminal Appeal—Evidence—Weight of the Evidence—Sexual Abuse of 14-Year-Old—No Victim Testimony at Prelim—
Admission of Forensic Interview

Father argues that absence of victim, his 14-year-old daughter, from the preliminary hearing was a due process violation.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Billy Williams*, McDaniel, J. .............................................................................................................Page 101
Criminal Appeal—Expert Testimony—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Aggravated Assault—Child Abuse—
Denial of Continuance—404(b)

Serious injury to 2-month-old child results in multiple convictions for father and a sentence of 7 ½ to 15 years.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Keith Johnson, Rangos, J. ...................................................................................................................Page 108
Criminal Appeal—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Juvenile Lifer—Maximum Life Sentence—Excessive Minimum Sentence

Former juvenile convicted of murder is re-sentenced to 35 years to life in prison.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Rico Murphy, Mariani, J. ....................................................................................................................Page 109
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Rule 600—Weight of the Evidence—Aggravated Assault—Show Up—
Frye Challenge to Gunshot Residue—Defendant Appears in an Unnecessary Wheelchair

Multiple issues in case of aggravated assault which occurred when a man riding a bike was shot.

*This opinion was redacted by the ACBA staff. It is the express policy of the Pittsburgh Legal Journal not to publish the names of juveniles in
cases involving sexual or physical abuse and names of sexual assault victims or relatives whose names could be used to identify such victims.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Patrick Nightingale of PKN Law and Max Slater of the Allegheny Health Department discussed details
surrounding the medical marijuana practice at “A Budding Field of Law: Medical Marijuana in Pennsylvania”
in the Koppers Building Conference Center on April 20. Nightingale noted that any medical marijuana
products must go through lab testing before being approved, and that accurate labeling is mandatory.
He added that the United States holds a patent on THC’s neuroprotectant and antioxidant qualities.

A Budding Field of Law
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attend as I am to welcome back long-
time attendees.
I keep coming back for one major

reason: the conference remains
remarkably relevant.
Nowhere else can I go to have

informal conversations with our
judges about our profession, practicing
in our courts or what our kids have
done lately. I know full well that any of
our young lawyers can approach any
member of the Pennsylvania Supreme

Court, Superior Court, Commonwealth
Court, Common Pleas Court, or Federal
Circuit or District Courts and talk to
them about their goals and aspirations.
Some of us may even get to golf with
them – it’s that collegial!
It’s also a place where I get to see

fellow practitioners whom I might not
have seen since the last conference.
As we catch up on our busy lives, we
can’t help but realize that Bench-Bar
feels like family. 
But this conference is more than

just relationships. It’s a chance to
relax and enjoy. There is enough food,
drink and entertainment for anyone to
enjoy late into the night. (I confess I
don’t stay out as late as I used to.) We
are bringing back in full force the
Thursday night barbecue with some
new offerings that are sure to satisfy.
And for those of us who want to relive
our formative years of the 1970s – or
for those who want to see a bunch of
lawyers wearing leisure suits – don’t
miss the Studio 54 dance party on
Friday night. I expect to see proper
dress attire for the occasion.
But, just as important, the Bench-

Bar Conference is a place to learn. We
are offering nine hours of CLE and
seven hours of CJE credits. This
year’s Keynote Remix is dedicated to
medical marijuana, one of the hottest
topics in Pennsylvania law. The law in
this area is continuing to develop,
particularly because of the opposing
positions of state and federal law.
Afterwards, the program organized
by our Medical Marijuana and 
Hemp Committee will continue the
discussion on the ethical implications

of representing clients in the field of
medical marijuana.
We also have a wide variety of

section, committee and division
programs for nonlitigators and 
litigators alike. The implications of
the #MeToo movement also will have
a prominent role in our ethics
discussions. It’s a conversation that
is too important not to have. 
Finally, we have sporting events for

everyone. Not only do we continue the
tradition of the Bench-Bar Golf
Tournament with the unlimited
bloody mary bar (which is my favorite,
regardless of whether I golf), attendee
interest in the sporting clay and 5-
stand event continues to grow. If you
haven’t tried it before, go out there
and give it a “shot.” You won’t regret
it. Get your Sun Salutation or Shavasana
on at the Friday morning yoga class.
Or choose to take a run with ACBA
President Hal Coffey. And for the
mountain bikers, take a spin with our
resident biker, Dennis Kusturiss. 
The old adage that the more things

change, the more they stay the same
applies to the Bench-Bar Conference.
We try hard to keep things fresh to
attract newcomers while keeping the
same vibe we’ve always had. If you’ve
never been to the conference, then
this is your year. If you’ve attended
before, then bring along a friend
who’s never attended. And for all of
the regulars – groupies, like me – I
can’t wait to see you there. n

Bryan Neft is president-elect of the
ACBA and chair of the 2018 Bench-Bar
Committee.

Nothing tops the Bench-Bar Conference
when it comes to relevance, community
By Bryan Neft

I admit it. I’m a Bench-Bar geek.
My first Bench-Bar Conference was in
2000, and my friend and former boss
Amy Greer made sure I attended. Back
then, I was on the cusp of graduating
from the YLD crowd into the “Big
Bar,” and I wasn’t sure what to expect. 
What I found was a lot of insight

from the bench. I left my first Bench-
Bar thinking that the Breakfast with
the Judges program, the discussions
with judges about what works and
what doesn’t and the opportunity to
play volleyball with Judge Terry
O’Brien and realize what a great
person he is, alone, were worth the
price of admission.
I was hooked.
After that first Bench-Bar, I would

patiently await the annual ritual of
receiving the Bench-Bar brochure.
Over time, I learned to prioritize the
Seven Springs housing form; I had a
pretty good idea of where I wanted to
position myself, and I knew that early
registration was the key to securing it.
While my preferences have changed
over the years – depending on my
tolerance for people walking outside
my door late into the night – my
enthusiasm for the conference has not.
Eighteen years after my first

Bench-Bar, I’m chairing this year’s
Bench-Bar Committee, and I’m just as
excited to encourage newcomers to

Bryan Neft
ACBA Bench-Bar Conference

Chair

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Early registration discount through May 18
Bench-Bar attendees can save $50 off
the regular conference rate by registering 
before May 18. To sign up – and to view the 
complete list of CLEs, activities and 
entertainment – see www.ACBABenchBar.com.

Looking for a 
legal career?

There are
new jobs 

on the 
ACBA Job Board

 
View them at

www.pittsburghlegaljobs.com

A C B A  A N N U A L

C O N F E R E N C E
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Cutting edge environmental center
to host ACBA scholarship event
By Brian Knavish

The new Frick Environmental
Center bills itself as the “Gateway to
Frick Park,” an “educational hub” and
“one of the greenest buildings in
the world.”
That makes it the perfect venue for

the ACBA Environment and Energy
Law Section’s annual signature event,
explained section Chair David
Rockman of Eckert Seamans Cherin
and Mellott.
“Each year we try to find a unique

venue for our ‘green event,’ which is
our section’s annual scholarship
fundraiser” said Rockman. “There is
a buzz in the Pittsburgh environmental
community about the Frick Environ-
mental Center.  We thought, ‘what
better venue than a brand-new, state-
of-the-art environmental center to
host this event?’”
The Section and AmeriServ Trust

and Financial Services Co. will present
“An Evening at the Environmental
Center” at the new facility on Thursday,
May 31, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The
event, which is open to all ACBA
members and the general public, will
feature food and beverages – including
beer from Pittsburgh’s Voodoo Brewery
– as well as tours of the indoor/outdoor
facility. Proceeds benefit the section’s
scholarship fund. 
“Not only are we excited to check

out the new Frick Environmental Center,

we are thrilled to support the education
of future attorneys,” said Dave Finui,
senior vice president, personal trust
and financial services manager with
AmeriServ. “We are in the business of
helping people with their finances.
Obviously, law school is expensive, so

helping deserving law students receive
scholarships is something we support.”
At the event, AmeriServ represen-

tatives will present scholarship
checks to this year’s winners. 
The new Frick center has been

designated a Leadership in Energy and

Environmental Design (LEED) Platinum
Building. It is one of fewer than 20
buildings in the world to qualify as a
certified Living Building, meeting the
standards of the International Living
Future Institute’s Living Building
Challenge. Those are two elite
designations, noted Rockman.
The sprawling center is located on

115 acres of the Frick Nature Reserve
portion of Frick Park in Pittsburgh’s
Shadyside neighborhood.  
With its sizeable solar panels and

hot- and cold-air geothermal wells,

PHOTO BY JEREMY MARSHALL

Attorneys will have the opportunity to tour the Frick Environmental 
Center, regarded as one of the greenest buildings in the world, on May 31.
The Frick Environmental Center generates its own power, recycles rain
water and is constructed primarily of recycled materials.

If you’re going
What: An Evening at the 
Environmental Center
When: Thursday, May 31, 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Where: Frick Environmental
Center, 2005 Beechwood Blvd.,
Pittsburgh 15217
Why: A fundraiser for the ACBA
Environment and Energy Law 
Section Scholarship Fund
Admission: $25 for section 
members, $10 for law students,
$35 for all others; includes food
and beverages.
Register: www.ACBA.org

Continued on page 6
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

primarily handle limited tort motor vehicle collision 

cases. We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit 

in limited tort cases in the major jury system and try 

these cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury and 

recover money for their injuries.

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

Mortgage modification program reaches
new milestone; attorneys honored
By Kenneth W. Wargo

Visitors to www.pawb.
uscourts.gov might have
noticed a ticker at the bottom
of the local bankruptcy court’s
home page that gives a running
count of the number of debtors
who have been approved to
participate in the court’s Loss
Mitigation Program, the
number of resulting mortgage
loan modifications and the 
program’s overall success rate.
On Jan. 10, the ticker

reached four digits with the
approval of the program’s
1,000th loan modification.
Those leading the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court of the Western
District of Pennsylvania decided
the milestone would be a fitting
time to acknowledge attorneys
whose efforts have been espe-
cially important to the program.
“We wanted to do something

special to mark the occasion. It
seemed natural to honor some
of the attorneys who have
helped make the LMP succeed
through their hard work and
perseverance,” said Judge
Thomas Agresti, who was
instrumental in the program’s
creation in 2012.
Last month, during one of

his regular motion court days
in Pittsburgh, Agresti honored

attorneys Daniel Foster, James
Prostko and Kenneth Steidl.
“Even with the best LMP

program possible, its ultimate
success is always going to

depend on the attorneys who
are in the trenches each day
trying to make it work,”
Agresti said. “It wasn’t possible
to specially recognize every

such deserving attorney, but
we thought the efforts of at least
a few should be made known.”
Foster, a debtors’ attorney,

and creditors’ attorney

Prostko each received special
achievement awards.
Foster, who was responsible

for 175 of the first 1,000 loan
modifications, has had the most
successful loan modifications
under the program. He said
he’s been so heavily involved
in the program because it has
created an avenue for relief
for clients in near-hopeless
situations.
“The LMP has saved a lot of

homes that otherwise would
have been lost.”
Foster attributed the

program’s success to the
“transparency of the process,”
noting that before it was
created, clients often were
frustrated by the process of
dealing with lenders.
“Sending documents to

lenders was like sending them
into a black hole,” he said.
Though some lenders weren’t

enthusiastic participants in the
process at the program’s
inception, he thinks that has
changed dramatically over time.
Prostko was singled out for

recognition because his problem-
solving attitude has led to loan
modifications in many cases
that otherwise would have
likely resulted in failure. Many

SUBMITTED PHOTO

From left, James Prostko, Kenneth Steidl, Judge Thomas Agresti and Daniel Foster
commemorate the first 1,000 mortgage loans to be restructured through the Western
District of Pennsylvania bankruptcy court’s Loss Mitigation Program.

Continued on page 6
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creditor lawyers have exhibited the
same positive approach, but Prostko
definitely has been a key factor in
reaching the four-digit milestone, having
been involved in 117 modifications.
Prostko said he was somewhat

skeptical when the program started,
based largely on his experience with
state court and lender in-house loan
modification programs that did not
seem to deliver as much as promised.
He now finds, however, that “with a
five-year track record, the program is
working well” and says that his doubts
have disappeared. 
Prostko cited a number of factors

that are important to the program’s
success, including the involvement of
counsel to assist debtors, the require-
ment for debtors to make formula-
based mortgage payments during the
process so arrearages do not continue
to accrue, the mandatory use of the
portal, and the involvement of the
bankruptcy judges to monitor the
process. He said the program is
providing a “valuable loss mitigation
opportunity” to debtors.
Steidl received a special recognition

award because it was one of his clients
who secured the 1,000th modification.
The somewhat happenstance basis for
this award, however, shouldn’t obscure
the fact that Steidl, like so many in the

MORTGAGE MODIFICATION PROGRAM 
continued from page 5

local bankruptcy bar, has worked hard
to make the program successful. 
Agresti said the court takes pride in

the program and the attorneys
involved in it.
“On a personal level, being able to

see tangible, positive results from the
LMP has been among the most
gratifying experiences of my time on
the bench,” said the judge, who was
recently appointed to a second 14-year
term. “Now that we have reached
1,000 successes, we have to set our
sights on the next milestone.”
Progress in that direction is already

being made. As of the April 4th hearing
the number of LMP successes had
already ticked up to 1,032. n

Kenneth W. Wargo serves as a law clerk
for Judge Agresti and has been involved
in and assisted with the Loss Mitigation
Program since its beginning in late 2012.

Learn more about LMP
For details on how the Loss
Mitigation Program operates and
came into existence, check out
the article we published in the 
Oct. 14, 2016, edition of the
Lawyers Journal. You can find it 
in the archives at
www.acba.org/LJ_Archives.

And the winners are …
The ACBA Environment and Energy Law Section Scholarship Fund provides
scholarships to law students who plan to practice environmental and/or 
energy law in Allegheny County after graduation. This year’s scholarship
recipients are:

• Randa M. Lewis, Duquesne University School of Law
• Stephanie Novak, Duquesne University School of Law
• Brendan Turley, Duquesne University School of Law

the facility is powered completely off
of energy from its own green sources,
rather than from fossil fuels.
All of the materials used to construct

the building were recycled and/or
sourced from “responsible” suppliers.
Even much of the wood in the structure

ACBA SCHOLARSHIP EVENT 
continued from page 4

is locally salvaged wood, not the product
of active logging. 
Those who attend An Evening at

the Environmental Center will have
the opportunity to learn more through
guided tours from the knowledgeable
staff at the center and/or explore the
grounds on their own. Dress is casual
for the indoor/outdoor event. n

PHOTO BY JEREMY MARSHALL

Members can get consultation on their
legal actions and potential actions through

the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.
See acba.org/officerassignments for details.
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THE PREFERRED CHOICE
For more than a decade, LawPay has been the go-to 
solution for the legal industry. Our simple online 
payment solution helps lawyers get paid faster. 
LawPay lets you attach a secure payment link to your 
email, website, or invoices so that clients can pay with 
just a click. Our solution was developed specifically 
for law firms, so earned and unearned fees are 
properly separated and your IOLTA is always 
protected from any third-party debiting. Simply put, 
no online payment processor has more experience 
helping lawyers than LawPay.

EASY FOR YOUR CLIENTS, 
A NO-BRAINER FOR YOUR FIRM.

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail

Amount

Card Information

Roy Smith

Name on Card

5555 5555 5555 5555 111

Card Number CVV

August 2020

Exp.

500.00$
Your Law Firm
1234 Main Street
Anytown, TX 12345
512-555-1234
payments@yourlawfirm.com
www.yourlawfirm.com

YOUR LOGO

PAY ATTORNEY

Contact our legal payment experts at
888-934-0754 or visit lawpay.com/acba

Bar-Approved
Member Benefit

LawPay is a registered ISO of Citizens Bank, N.A.

IOLTA COMPLIANT

Approved Member Benefit
of 47 STATE BARS

Trusted by over
50,000 lawyers

Powering payments for
30+ TOP PRACTICE
MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

SECURE credit card
processing for law firms



May 11, 2018  / Page 9

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

From left: Michael Feeney, Andrew Kimball, Elizabeth Chiappetta, Peter
Giglione and Eugene Giotto discussed recent cases in nursing home 
litigation during an April 24 CLE in the Koppers Building Conference
Center. Panelists analyzed cases that dealt with the situations that arise
when a person goes into a nursing home. While talking about cases that
questioned who had the power to waive the rights of victims or 
decedents, Kimball said it’s not uncommon that a husband or wife
would sign on behalf of a spouse and not have official power of attorney.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Ivy Okoniewski, of AIG, joins Gary Sanderson, chair of the Corporate
Banking and Business Law Section, for “Exploring the Use of Reps and
Warranties Insurance in Mergers and Acquisitions” CLE in the Koppers
Building Conference Center on April 17. Okoniewski said that although
insurance carriers are flooding the market with reps and warranties
products, little information is available about the types of claims being
paid out. As AIG is the originator of reps and warranties in the U.S.,
Okoniewski was on hand to provide information on the latest trends.

Reps and Warranties Insurance

Please review your contact information for 2018-19 Legal Directory
All active ACBA members are asked to make sure the contact information in
their ACBA member profile is up to date. You can do so by logging into
acba.org, clicking My Account and selecting Update My Information. The
2018-19 Legal Directory will include your name, organization, address, 
email address and work phone and fax numbers. Please check to ensure
that this information is correct by Thursday, May 17.

Nursing Home Litigation
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James Baker, an Allegheny County
public defender and 2018 BLI class
member, moderated the hour-long
CLE, which drew more than 50
attendees and covered a wide variety
of animal law topics. 
Schiavone discussed laws that ban

or restrict specific dog breeds.
According to Schiavone, dog breeds
are largely based on pseudoscience,
and most people are unable to tell the
difference between types of dogs.
Panelist Joseph Hornak of Healey &
Hornak, PC discussed the prohibition
against service animal breed discrim-
ination under the Americans with
Disabilities Act. 
During the question-and-answer

portion, attendees asked about certifying
a service or emotional-support animal.
“There are no credit-based programs,”
answered Hornak. “Under the ADA,
a service dog has to be trained to
perform a function,” said Schiavone. 
The ACBA videotaped the panel

discussion, which currently is available
for viewing at ACBA headquarters as
a Live Video Replay. The 1-substantive
credit CLE will be available as an
online CLE option in June. See
cle.acba.org for details.

Partnership with Humane 
Animal Rescue, SCI-Fayette

In addition to hosting the CLE, the
2018 BLI class is raising funds and
in-kind donations to support a program
at SCI-Fayette. 
In 2002, the Pennsylvania Department

of Corrections began partnering with
local animal shelters to create
programs for inmates to foster and
train shelter dogs. The programs vary

2018 BLI CLASS 
continued from front cover

Tynishia C. Powell Cody J. Harding

but generally involve a select group of
inmates training foster dogs and
preparing them for adoption or service. 
Recognizing the valuable results the

programs have on both inmates and
the animals, department officials set
out to create programs in each of the
24 state correctional facilities. In May
2017 the State Correctional Institution
at Fayette became the most recent to
create a program, partnering with
Pittsburgh’s Humane Animal Rescue. 
The Humane Animal Rescue initially

sent six dogs to SCI-Fayette. After
several months and dedicated
training, all six were adopted by
employees at SCI-Fayette. Since May
of 2017, more than 17 dogs and 16
inmates have successfully participated
in the program. 
Rebecca Palmer, the SCI-Fayette unit

manager who organizes the program,
said it is the most successful rehabili-
tation program she has seen. The

participating inmates take pride in
their responsibility and value the
patience required to rehabilitate
these animals. 
With the help of their inmate han-

dlers, the dogs visit throughout the
facility, interacting with staff and
inmates. Their visits are a welcome
break from the daily routine and
provide stress relief for staff and
inmates alike. n

Tynishia C. Powell is a graduate of
Duquesne University School of Law who
serves as associate counsel for the
Urban Redevelopment Authority of
Pittsburgh. She also serves as co-chair of
the Committee for Diversity and Inclusion
at the Allegheny County Bar Association.
Cody J. Harding is a graduate of Pitt
Law who serves as a deputy attorney
general with the Pennsylvania Office of
Attorney General’s Civil Division. He is
the proud owner of a rescue dog.
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Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

When it comes to pathways to the bench
there’s certainly more than one playbook
By Mary McKinney Flaherty

When women run for political office,
including judicial office, they win as
often as their male counterparts.
However, as a New York Times article
revealed in October 2016, women are
much less likely than men to seek
ballot positions in the first instance. 
In 2011, Carol McCarthy and other

experienced female attorneys in
Allegheny County recognized that
many women who they felt would make
excellent jurists choose not to run for
the bench because they don’t know
where to begin or they don’t believe
they can win. This conversation led to
the establishment of the Women in the
Law Division’s Pathways to the Bench
Committee, which is dedicated to
preparing women and members of
other underrepresented groups for
the process of seeking judicial office. 
Over the past several years, many

state and federal judges who sit in
Allegheny County – including Cheryl
Allen, Cathy Bissoon, Eleanor Bush,
Kim Berkeley Clark, Kim Eaton,
Kathryn Hens-Greco, Beth Lazzara,
Maureen Lally-Green, Lisa Lenihan,
Hugh McGough, and Joe Williams –
have accepted the invitation of the
Pathways to the Bench Committee to
tell the stories of how they came to sit
on the bench. Their journeys make
clear the following: obtaining judicial
office is possible, it takes a lot of

planning and perseverance, and there
isn’t just one way to get there.
This year, we’ve been exploring the

various ways that judges in Allegheny
County have charted the course to the
bench, whether through election or
appointment. We also are including a
panel on pathways to other elected
offices that members of the bar have
held. The programming is the result of
the tireless work of my committee
co-chairs, Beth Fischman and Carol
McCarthy; WLD Chair Alka Patel; and
committee members Judge Lisa
Lenihan, Erin Curran, Jessica Lynch,
Mary McGinley, Nicola Henry-Taylor,
and Tara Pfeifer – among others,

not least of whom are the panel
members below.
We began the year with “The

Playbook: Demystifying the Judicial
Election and Campaign Process,” a
program featuring Duquesne University
School of Law Dean (and retired
judge) Maureen Lally-Green, Judge
Kim Berkeley Clark, Judge Hugh
McGough, and 2017 judicial candidate
Mary McGinley discussing what they
wished they knew before they ran.
On April 12, Judge Eleanor Bush

and Sam Hens-Greco led a discussion
that provided an overview of the
political, financial, and ethical
considerations of the judicial
election process in Allegheny County.
Hens-Greco reviewed “the four Ms”
of the campaign process: message,
machine, money and media. Bush
reminded the audience to “prepare,
prepare, prepare” and also told us that
it is essential that a judicial candidate
believe in her message, her qualifications
and her ability to win.
On May 23, the “All Politics is

Local” panel will cover running for local
positions other than judicial office.
This panel will feature Allegheny
County Controller Chelsa Wagner,

former Chartiers Valley School Board
Director Alka Patel, Pittsburgh City
Council candidate Rennick Remley
and Allegheny County Democratic
Committee Member Sabrina Korbel,
who is a former candidate for the
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas. Then in September, we’ll cover
the endorsement process with
leaders from both the Republican and
Democratic parties.
We will wrap up this year’s

programming on Oct. 9 with a Lunch
and Learn panel on the federal
appointment process featuring U.S.
District Judge Cathy Bissoon, U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge Carlota Böhm, and
U.S. Magistrate Judge Lisa Lenihan.
If you want to seek judicial office,

want to support someone seeking
judicial office, or simply want the
opportunity to have a conversation
with the judges and politicians who
are generously sharing their time with
us, we encourage you to join us for one
or more of this year’s programs.
Showing up may be the first step on
your own pathway to the bench. n

Mary McKinney Flaherty is an attorney
and mediator with Frank, Gale, Bails,
Murcko & Pocrass, P.C., practicing
primarily in the area of family law. She
also serves as co-chair of the ACBA
Women in the Law Division’s Pathways
to the Bench Committee and as co-vice
chair of the Collaborative Law Committee.

Mary McKinney Flaherty

All Politics is Local
Register for the upcoming May 23 
event today at www.ACBA.org.
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Early Neutral Evaluation in the Western District of PA
A discussion with
seasoned neutral
Patricia L. Dodge

By Judge Nora Barry Fischer
and Karen Engro

One of the critical functions in
achieving the mission of the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania “to preserve and
enhance the rule of law while providing
an impartial and accessible forum for
the just, timely and economical
resolution of legal proceedings within
the court’s jurisdiction” is the promotion
and use of alternative dispute resolution
in civil cases. After more than a
decade of the court’s ADR program,
most practitioners and litigants
appearing before the court are familiar
with mediation, which remains the
most widely used form.
We have recently received a

number of inquiries concerning the
second-most popular form, early
neutral evaluation. We reached out to
Patricia L. Dodge, a partner at Meyer
Unkovic Scott, and longtime member
of the ADR panel, to share her
perspective on the ENE process. We
hope readers will find our discussion
informative and useful when choosing
the best form of ADR for cases. For
more information about the court’s
ADR program, see www.pawd.uscourts.
gov/alternative-dispute-resolution.

Q: ENE is a process developed in
the 1980s by a taskforce of attorneys
in the Northern District of California
and adopted locally in 2006. ENE has
multiple purposes only one of which is
settlement. In your experience, do
attorneys seem to understand the
difference between “classic” mediation
and ENE?

A: When the court’s ADR program
first began, I don’t think the ENE
concept was fully understood or
embraced. But now most attorneys do
understand the differences and make
a meaningful selection of the process
that is most appropriate given all of
the variables. Having a pre-ENE call
also helps to clarify any misconceptions.
I find that attorneys who do not
frequently practice in the Western
District or who have been admitted on
a pro hac vice basis sometimes do not
select ENE even when it may be
most appropriate under all of the
circumstances.

Q:What percentage of ENEs do you
find “morphing” into mediation?

A: Well over 50 percent of the ENEs
in which I have served as the early
neutral evaluator convert to a mediation.
I give the parties the option to do so
before I provide my evaluation and
also raise the possibility during our
pre-ENE call. 

Q: In your experience, are there
particular types of cases that are
better suited for ENE?

A: Yes. Cases in which one of the
parties is acting as his or her own
lawyer, cases in which one of the
parties may have unreasonable
expectations or positions and cases
where the matter is not yet in the best
position for settlement discussions are
all examples of the kinds of lawsuits in
which the parties have chosen ENE
and/or for which it is well-suited.

Q: Court statistics for calendar year
2017 show 18 percent of cases eligible
for ADR choosing ENE and 80 percent
choosing mediation. Have you found
that litigants are looking for an
evaluative mediation without going
through the (perhaps more cumbersome)
ENE process?

A: At times, yes. This seems to be
most useful when counsel for a party
may need the assistance of a third
party to provide a neutral and realistic

assessment to their client and there is
a real interest in reaching resolution
despite what might be client miscon-
ceptions about the value or the merits
of a claim or defense. It can be a very
productive exercise if the mediator
can establish the necessary level of
trust with the party.

Q: Why ENE rather than another
form of ADR? 

A: As noted above, some cases may
be better suited for an ENE. In
addition, if neither of the parties are
ready to or interested in engaging in
settlement negotiations, an ENE
provides an alternative that can be
quite useful for purposes of gathering
information, evaluating their own
claims or defenses and/or assessing
their opponent’s position and theories.
For example, if a party believes they
may be able to obtain judgment or
dismissal on motions practice, they
may prefer to have that issue heard
and resolved by the court rather than
engage in settlement efforts. Moreover,
they have the opportunity to test their
theories and obtain feedback from an
experienced neutral.

Q: You act as a neutral in ENEs,
mediations and arbitrations. What is
the advantage of an ENE? What is a
disadvantage? 

A: Among the advantages are
obtaining an independent and critical
assessment of the facts and law that
you believe support your position and
getting an early preview of your
opponent’s theories. This may lead to
adjustments in strategy and discovery.
Since a representative of the party
must also be present, it gives him or
her an excellent opportunity to hear
both sides of the issues in the case. It
is also possible that counsel or party
may view the case differently after
hearing the presentation by their
opponent or the assessment by the
neutral. The latter also could serve as
a disadvantage; it may harden
positions or create client issues if the
neutral’s position varies greatly from
the client’s or counsel’s views or
expectations.

Q: Do you think the fact that you
have managed a law firm is helpful to
your analysis of a case? 

A: In an indirect way, yes. Those in
management positions frequently are
required to evaluate differing positions,
assess all of the relevant factors and
make a decision. It’s important to do
so by being scrupulously fair, honest
and objective. By doing so, they gain
the trust of the parties involved.

Q: Do you think any of your personal
traits are helpful or not? As a woman
do you ever feel your opinion is less
valued for example? 

A: While I understand that people
whom I respect may not always agree
with my conclusions; I have never felt
that anyone viewed my opinions as
less valued because I am a woman. I
like to think that my advance preparation,
so that I am in the best position to give
a thoughtful evaluation, enhances the

process. My ability to be patient,
listen carefully and gain the trust of
the parties are also helpful traits.

Q:As a neutral, what are you looking
for from the parties and counsel? 

A: It’s important to me that both
counsel and the parties are committed
to the process and are not just going
through the motions. Counsel should
be prepared to present their position
and respond to questions. They should
fully explain the process and what to
expect to their client in advance. Just
as the neutral must be open to different
viewpoints, so must the participants.
Measured advocacy is key. I like to see
all of the participants listen and
respond in a professional and respectful
manner, although I understand that
can be difficult for the parties. For
that reason, I try to let them have their
say until it becomes counter-productive,
and then I do my best to bring closure
in a courteous way.

Q: Do you like writings in advance?
If so what? Do you want to have the
benefit of, for example, medical
records, bills, drawings, photographs
etc. in advance or throughout the
proceeding? 

A: I definitely want writings in
advance. That includes a summary of
the relevant facts and law, as well as
any other analysis that a party thinks
will be useful. I also welcome any
other materials in advance that
parties want to provide to assist me in
understanding their position. That
could include things like case law,
statutes or any documents that support
their position on liability or damages.
Frankly, I appreciate and will review
detailed information; it puts me in a
better position to be an effective
evaluator. I also suggest bringing
relevant documents to the session.
Having them handy if questions come
up can be critical.

Q: Do you do any homework like
reviewing recent verdicts? 

A: As mentioned above, I review
everything I am given. I also will
review the docket and relevant filings.
I welcome receiving information,
including verdicts and settlements, from
counsel for the parties. I wouldn’t say
that it’s typical for me to research
recent verdicts; I prefer the parties’
assessment of their case.

Q: Do you look back at other cases
you have mediated and settled for
their values?

A: I don’t literally look back but I
do consider my knowledge and
experience as a mediator, early neutral
evaluator and as an advocate for my
own clients in assessing the value of a
claim. I certainly expect and appreciate
a party providing me with information
about the potential value of a claim. 

Q: Do you provide your opinions
orally or in writing? 

A: Typically I provide my opinions
orally. I will provide a written opinion
upon request and as the rules require.
In my experience, parties rarely
request a written opinion.

Q: Do you ever switch gears to go
from ENE to mediation?

A: Yes. I tell the parties in advance
that I will ask them before my
evaluation is given if they are
interested in mediation. I also make
sure that they do not feel any pressure
to do so. Of course, we only will move
into mediation if both parties are
100-percent committed to mediation. I
had one experience in which one of
the two parties really didn’t want to
mediate, but rather, just wanted to
solicit a demand for purposes other
than trying to achieve resolution.
Moving to a mediation process doesn’t
mean that you have to resolve your
case, but I try to make sure that there
is an actual interest in trying to reach
a settlement.

Q: What do you see as client
reaction to ENE? 

A: It’s a good opportunity for a
client to learn more about the opposing
party’s position, as well as how a
neutral assesses their claims or
defenses, if they are open to it. Some
of their ability to listen and assess
depends on how well prepared they
are by their attorney and how much
they have heard about the strengths
and weaknesses of their position. I have
found that some of them are surprised
by what they hear, some of them are in
denial and some listen and learn.

Q: What are some tips for
practitioners?

A: Have clear objectives and goals
for the ENE. Take the necessary
time to prepare a detailed and well-
reasoned ENE statement and supply
all necessary information to your
opponent and the neutral. Don’t just
restate your complaint or answer.
Make sure to meet in advance with
your client to explain the goals and
process. Let your client know the
extent, if any, that you expect them to
have a speaking role during the joint
session. Be an advocate during the
joint session, but do so in a professional
and respectful manner. Know your case
and be prepared to answer questions.
Bring any documents you think would
be helpful. Prepare your presentation;
don’t wing it. If the neutral questions
some of your theories or positions, at
least be open to rethinking or refining
your position.

Q: Have you ever been counsel
in an ENE? If so did you find it a
beneficial experience? 

A: Yes. I particularly like the ability
to communicate my client’s position
directly to the opposing party. I also
have found it valuable to get an
independent viewpoint, which gives
me an early opportunity to evaluate
and if necessary, adjust my strategy
based upon the strengths and weak-
nesses expressed by the evaluator. At
the end of the day, I may or may not
agree with everything the evaluator
has communicated, but if I am open to
listening to an independent opinion, I
undoubtedly will learn something that
I can use as the case advances. n

Hon. Nora Barry Fischer Karen EngroPatricia L. Dodge
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LABOR & EMPLOYMENT ATTORNEYS
EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION ATTORNEYS

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
(412) 338-1100

www.rothmangordon.com

Rothman Gordon is pleased to welcome

Samuel J. Cordes
Best Lawyers in America ® 

2017 Labor & Employment Lawyer of the Year-Pittsburgh

to  YOUR TEAM.

Samuel J. Cordes

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Attorney-turned-artist Sara O’Connor poses with her piece “Viking’s Arrival” during an
April 30 reception that the ACBA Arts and the Law Committee held to celebrate an
exhibition of O’Connor’s work in the Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse. O’Connor
describes her work as heavy-texture pointillism art.

Artist Reception for Sara O’Connor

Many attorneys gathered in the courthouse atrium to
view the artwork on display, mingle with fellow attorneys
and discuss the pieces with the artist.

In the foreground, Leslie Dutchcot of the Arts and the
Law Committee discusses the exhibition with committee
Vice-Chair Richard Ernsberger while attendees take in
the vibrant art.
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONJUNE

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

June 4 • The Ramifications of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on Corporations  
and Businesses 

June 5 • Fundamentals of Estate Planning
 • School Law 
June 6 • Evidence for Trial Lawyers 
June 8 • Representing Residential Landlords and Tenants in Pennsylvania 
 • Legislative Process in PA 
June 11 • Pennsylvania Construction Law: Getting Started, Getting 

Covered, Getting Paid 
June 13 • Estate Planning A�er the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act 
 • Fixing a Broken Trust
June 18 • Assessment Law & Practice in Pennsylvania
June 19 • Steve Hughes presents Great Stories/Flashes of Brilliance 
 • Trying a Personal Injury Case from Start to Finish 
June 20 • The Lawyer's Retirement Manual
June 26 • Handling a Sexual Harassment Case 
 • Raising the Stakes: E�ective Pretrial and Trial Strategies 
June 27 • Valuing the Small Business in Divorce: Practice Pointers & Pitfalls 
June 28 • Winning Numbers: Accounting & Finance for Lawyers 
June 28-29 Oil and Gas Law Colloquium—Pittsburgh Marriott North

June 29 • Powerful Witness Preparation 

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

OIL & GAS LAW 
COLLOQUIUM 2018
THU. & FRI., JUNE 28 & 29, 2018
PITTSBURGH MARRIOTT NORTH 
100 CRANBERRY WOODS DRIVE CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP
DAY 1: 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM; CHECK-IN BEGIN AT 8:00 AM 
DAY 2: 9:00 AM TO 12:30 PM; CHECK-IN BEGIN AT 8:00 AM

DESIGN YOUR OWN PROGRAM
On Thursday, the Colloquium will include breakout sessions 
covering a wide variety of topics vital to your practice. Part two 
of the event on Friday will offer a half day “nuts and bolts” track. 
Whether you’re interested in joining us for Thursday, Friday or 
both days, this will be an event that you won’t want to miss! 

FOCUS ON PENNSYLVANIA PRACTICE
Join PBI for a summer event focused on Pennsylvania oil and 
gas practice as you uncover the latest legal and regulatory 
developments, discuss the hottest issues facing shale energy 
practitioners and connect with your colleagues.

TOPICS WILL INCLUDE:
 ▶ Litigation Update 

 ▶ Ethics Lessons from Ely v. Cabot

 ▶ PA’s Environmental Rights Amendment

 ▶ Soil and Groundwater Contamination 

 ▶ Regulatory Update

Learn from PA’s best.
Anytime. Anywhere.

PBI has Pennsylvania’s most comprehensive 

selection of online CLE: hundreds of 

programs in the lengths, on-demand 
formats, and subject areas you need.

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

June 4 • International Arbitration
June 5 • Doing Business in and with Emerging Markets
June 11 • Audit Committees and Financial Reporting
June 12 • Expert Witness
June 19-20 Acquiring or Selling the Privately Held Company
June 21 • Class Action Litigation
June 25 • Fundamentals of Investment Adviser Regulation

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & 
get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

June 4 • The Ramifications of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on Corporations 
and Businesses

June 5 • School Law
June 6 • Evidence for Trial Lawyers
June 7 • Representing Residential Landlords and Tenants in Pennsylvania
June 8 • Legislative Process in PA
June 11 • Pennsylvania Construction Law: Getting Started, Getting 

Covered, Getting Paid
June 12 • Fundamentals of Estate Planning
June 13 • Estate Planning A�er the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act
June 14 • Trying a Personal Injury Case from Start to Finish
June 18 • Steve Hughes presents Great Stories/Flashes of Brilliance
June 19 • Handling a Sexual Harassment Case
June 20 • The Lawyer's Retirement Manual
June 21 • Fixing a Broken Trust
June 25 • Assessment Law & Practice in Pennsylvania
June 26 • Raising the Stakes: E�ective Pretrial and Trial Strategies
June 27 • Valuing the Small Business in Divorce: Practice Pointers & Pitfalls
June 28 • Winning Numbers: Accounting & Finance for Lawyers
June 29 • Powerful Witness Preparation
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Online O�erings

Workers Comp EDI Forms Solution –
What You Need to Know 
2 Substantive credits

Legal Impact – Concussions In the NFL and NCAA 
2 Substantive credits

Intervention Strategies for Legal Professionals  
1 Ethics credit

Crisis Management for Attorneys and their Clients   
1 Substantive credit

Avoiding Law Practice Danger Zones  
1 Ethics credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also over
Live Video Replays of many of our programs.  Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Emerging Ethics Risks in Estate and Trust Practice 
Thursday, May 17  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

A Look at Recent NLRB Developments – 2018 
Thursday, May 24  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

The Bicentennial Series: 
A Celebration of Liberty and Justice for All 
Friday, June 1  |  8 a.m.  |  Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
6 Substantive credits

The Road to US Citizenship: 
Navigating the Naturalization Interview 
Wednesday, June 20  |  10 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Soil Sampling and Analysis 
Wednesday, June 20  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Using Technology in Mediation and ADR 
Wednesday, June 27  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

School Safety: Proactive Interventions, 
Discipline and Law Enforcement 
Thursday, July 19  |  11 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Solicitors and their Relationships with 
Boards and Administration
Thursday, July 19  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit

Pre-Trial to Supreme Court: 
An Examination of the Criminal Appellate Process 
Thursday, July 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits and 1 Ethics credit

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Air Sampling and Analysis 
Thursday, September 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

56th Annual Bench-Bar Conference

June 14 - 16  |  Seven Springs Mountain Resort

INCLUDES 20 CLE & 12 CJE
PROGRAMS TO CHOOSE FROM

OPPORTUNITY TO EARN AS MANY
AS 9 HOURS OF CLE CREDITS

OPPORTUNITY TO EARN AS MANY
AS 7 HOURS OF CJE CREDITS

 
REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBABenchBar.com



clients on numerous
c o n s t r u c t i o n -
related legal mat-
ters and repre-
sents contractors,
subcontractors,
suppliers, owners,
developers, archi-
tects, engineers,
sureties, public
utilities, health
care providers and
property managers
in matters including

commercial, industrial, heavy and
highway, healthcare, petro-chemical,
gas and oil exploration, pipelines,
pumping stations, wind farms,
landfills, treatment plants, federal
government contracting, marine 
and public works construction/
development projects.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney James 
Delbert Frost has been transferred to
inactive status for an indefinite 
period. The transfer took effect 
on April 12.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Arthur Smith
has been suspended from the practice
of law before the United States
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania, because the crimes
of his conviction qualify as “serious
crimes.” This suspension took effect
on April 19.
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Joseph H.
Bucci

Court, judges, attorneys, employees of
the Unified Judicial System, members
of the legislative and executive
branches of government, and citizens.
Avalli has a long and distinguished
reputation in Orphans’ Court law in
Pennsylvania based on his extensive
experience in all aspects of estate
litigation, estate planning and
estate/trust administration.

People on the Move

Kimberly J. Kisner and Leah K.
Sell – both employment and business
law practitioners with expertise in
employment and labor, corporate and
real estate law – have joined Leech
Tishman Fuscaldo & Lampl, LLC.
Kisner joins the firm as a partner in
the firm’s employment, alternative
dispute resolution, litigation and real
estate practice groups, and she will
focus her practice primarily on assist-
ing businesses with employment and
human resources matters, contracts
and litigation. Sell joins the firm as an
associate in the firm’s employment,

News and Notes
Barbara Griffin, director of the

Allegheny County Bar Foundation Pro
Bono Center, has been appointed to
the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for
Client Security Board. The seven-
member board considers claims that
have been filed by clients who’ve
suffered a loss as a result of a
misappropriation of funds by their
Pennsylvania attorney. The fund
receives $75 from the $225 annual fee
each attorney pays to maintain an
active license to practice law in
Pennsylvania. In fiscal year 2016-17,
the board approved 274 claims, with
awards totaling more than $6 million.
Griffin – who creates, manages and
supports legal-services programs that
provide volunteer attorneys to low-
income people facing legal issues –
was appointed to a three-year term
that started April. 1.

Charles J. Avalli, estate planning
and litigation attorney at Gentile,
Horoho & Avalli, P.C., has been selected
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to
be the vice-chairman of the Orphans’
Court Procedural Rules Committee,
which manages the rules that govern
matters in Orphans’ Court. The
committee provides advice and makes
recommendations for rules governing
substantive areas of the law. Avalli has
served on this committee since 2014.
Rules committees are made up of
judges and attorneys appointed by the
Supreme Court. Committees typically
meet quarterly to consider issues
brought forward by the Supreme

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

MEDICARE SET-ASIDES
SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare Secondary Payer (MSP) Act. Personalized
service and expertise you can trust. 412-302-8880;
smason@firstreviewinc.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

corporate and litigation practice
groups; she will focus her practice in
the areas of employment counseling
and defense and corporate transactions.

Samantha L.
Brutout has been
promoted to partner
at Dingess, Foster,
Luciana, Davidson
and Chleboski.
Her practice is
concentrated in the
areas of complex
commercial litiga-
tion, e-discovery
and construction
litigation. With
respect to her e-

discovery practice, Brutout has overseen
the collection and production of millions
of documents, and her experience
includes multi-million-dollar con-
struction litigation, representing
clients before regulatory commissions,
insurance coverage, and Lanham Act
and antitrust disputes.

Clark Hill has combined with
Strasburger & Price, a Texas firm
with offices in six Texas cities, as well
as in New York City; Washington, D.C.;
and Mexico City. This combination will
expand their offerings in a variety of
practice areas and result in expanding
the firm’s footprint to 25 offices. The
firm will be known as Clark Hill
Strasburger in Texas and continue to
be Clark Hill nationwide. 

Joseph H. Bucci has joined
Rothman Gordon P.C. He counsels his

Kimberly J.
Kisner

Leah K. 
Sell

Samantha L.
Brutout
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