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District Court celebrates two centuries of service
By George Fitting

The U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania
turned 200 this year, marking an
important milestone in a long history
of service over which it has helped
shape the region. To commemorate its
past, the court hosted on June 1 “A
Bicentennial Celebration of Liberty
and Justice for All” — an all-day affair
that featured historical reflections
and panels of judges and attorneys
discussing landmark civil rights,
criminal and bankruptcy cases in
which they participated. The program
followed another bicentennial event,
February’s “Race Relations and Civil
Rights Cases in the Western District.”

Congress originally created a
single district court in Pennsylvania
in 1789. Although the Judiciary Act of
1801 briefly authorized Eastern and
Western districts under President
John Adams, it was repealed and
replaced the following year after
President Thomas Jefferson’s election,
and Pennsylvania remained a single
district until it was ultimately divided
in 1818. The Middle District subse-
quently was split from the Western
District in 1901.

The court’s first judge was
Jonathan Hoge Walker, a Revolutionary
War veteran and member of the
Convention of 1776 that formed the
first Pennsylvania Constitution. Walker’s
first action was to appoint his son as
his law clerk, according to Chief
Judge Jeffery Deller of the Bankruptcy
Court. Deller – who led the planning
and organization of the bicentennial
events, assisted by his own law clerk,
Juliann Haynes-Held – sprinkled
vignettes about the court’s early days
throughout the program. Deller
sprinkled vignettes about the court’s
early days throughout the program.

“I used these stories as an opportunity
to bridge the gap between the old and
the new,” he said. “I wanted to show

that the court has a rich history dating
back to Colonial times and that it has
always been accessible to the people.”

Panelists brought the court’s more
recent history to life by giving their
inside perspectives on some of the
most famous – and infamous – cases
that came before it.

Judge Maurice Cohill Jr. reflected
on his holding that conditions at the
old Allegheny County Jail violated
prisoners’ constitutional rights that
ultimately sparked the construction of
a new jail after 18 years of litigation.
Discussions included dark chapters,
such as the testimony by the Pitts-

burgh Seven – then-current or former
Pittsburgh Pirates players – to their
use of cocaine in the trial of former
Philadelphia Phillies clubhouse
caterer Curtis Strong and others for
distribution. But they also highlighted

AAH marks 25-year milestone,
surpasses $1.8-million threshold
By Mary McGinley

To celebrate 25 years in existence,
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation
asked Kenny Steinberg, to serve as the
Attorneys Against Hunger honorary
25th Anniversary Chair during the
2017-18 bar year. It was an obvious
choice – after all, Steinberg was one of
the grassroots campaign’s founders,
and was excited to join in this year’s
effort with AAH Co-Chairs Bill Stang
and Mary McGinley.

“When the Attorneys Against
Hunger campaign started 25 years
ago, the most attractive part of it to me
was that we would be able to see the
results of our efforts right here in
Allegheny County,” Steinberg said.
“Hunger is a solvable problem. We
can help by making sure that food gets
to those in need. Seeing the legal
community rally behind this campaign
is truly a highlight of my year.”

And the legal community rallied
again this year. The foundation’s 2017-
18 Attorneys Against Hunger campaign
wrapped up in May, raising more than
$100,000 to fight hunger in Allegheny
County. This final number was largely
comprised of donations from individual
donors and sections and committees of
the Allegheny County Bar Association.

As they have for over the past 10
years, Eckert Seamans, the Rita M.
McGinley Foundation and members of
the McGinley family challenged the
bar to meet a certain benchmark and
committed $15,000 if that mark was
reached. This year’s mark was
$85,000, and the legal community rose
to the challenge.

Though the campaign continues to
be a grassroots effort, it has grown
significantly throughout its history.
During its first three years, Attorneys
Against Hunger raised about $65,000
total for three organizations. After

that start-up period, the effort really
took off. Once this year’s efforts were
factored in, organizers and donors
were able to celebrate surpassing the
$1.8-million mark for funding that it
has raised over the past quarter-century
for more than 15 hunger-relief
agencies in Allegheny County.

The foundation of the annually
successful campaign is its sponsors,

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Chief Bankruptcy Judge Jeffery Deller, Joni Deller, Chief Judge Joy Flowers Conti of the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto gathered at the Joseph F. Weis Jr.
federal courthouse for the court’s bicentennial celebration on June 1. They are pictured with a court artifact –
the historic eagle capital that used to adorn the old federal courthouse – which was unveiled during lunch. The
eagle has been with the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation for more than 50 years, but the
foundation agreed to nest it at the courthouse in conjunction with the bicentennial.

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 7
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Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

June
Robert J. Donahoe ..................412-833-0800

Russell D. Giancola ................412-563-2500

July
Nick S. Fisfis ..........................412-396-6289

Bruce Herschlag ....................412-442-4262

Gregory Monaco......................412-859-2861

The Lawyers Journal is published

fortnightly by the

Allegheny County Bar Association

400 Koppers Building

436 Seventh Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1818

www.acba.org

Editor: 412-402-6682/bestadt@acba.org

Advertising: 412-402-6686/mgoodwin@acba.org

Address Changes: 412-402-6612

Fax: 412-261-6438

Circulation 5,941

© Allegheny County Bar Association 2018

Editor-in-Chief: Erin Lucas Hamilton, Esq.

Editor: Brian Estadt

Supervising Editor: David A. Blaner

Consulting Editor: Jennifer A. Pulice, Esq.

Advertising Coordinator: Melanie Goodwin

Graphic Artist: Jessica Wysocki Valesky

Editor/Graphic Artist: Mark Higgs

Proofreader/Opinions: Sharon Antill

n The LJ editorial policy can be found

online at www.acba.org.

n Information published in the LJ may

not be republished, resold, recorded, or

used in any manner, in whole or in part,

without the permission of the publishers.

THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Sandra Rutkowski v. Charles W. Stenger, O’Reilly, S.J. ..............................................................................................................................Page 131
Oral Agreement (real estate and real estate partnership)

Alleged equity contribution/record title/clean hands in equity. Court entered verdict in favor of record title holder
and against verbal contract claimant.

Golan Barak v. Eyal Karolizki and Gal Zeev Schwartz, O’Reilly, S.J. ........................................................................................................Page 132
Real Estate Sale

Writ of summons with lis pendens/parties/motion to strike lis Pendens. Court ordered lis pendens stricken – property conveyed
before filing of writ.

Arthur Udler v. Melanie Eckert, O’Reilly, S.J. .............................................................................................................................................Page 133
Landlord Tenant

Breach of Lease/security deposit & rent/pre-existing conditions. Court refused award to landlord for rent and retention
of security deposit for damage allegedly caused by tenant.

Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC v. Solochidi Ahiarah; The Maerlin Company, O’Reilly, S.J. ...................................................................Page 134
Mortgage Foreclosure

In rem Consent Judgment/deficiency judgment/settlement. Court entered an Order the failure to accept monetary offer
and satisfy violated terms of Consent Order.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Charles F. Nevels, III, Bicket, J. ........................................................................................................Page 134
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Expert Testimony—Frye Hearing—
Location of Suspect Via Cell Phone—Intimidation of Witnesses—Admission of Facebook Posts

Various issues relating to defendant’s attempted homicide/arson trial.
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Quality…Experience…Results… 
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Auto Accidents Personal Injury

and Bob Casey and through direct
advocacy to our federal legislators in
Washington, D.C. In addition, we voiced
our strong support for judicial inde-
pendence to the media and advocated
for funding of legal services for those
less fortunate in our communities. 

Along with supporting our judiciary,
we also have implored the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court and Pennsylvania
Disciplinary Board to institute
emeritus status for attorney registration
and amend the Rules of Professional
Conduct to include as a violation
thereof intentional harassment or
discrimination based on race, sex,
national origin ethnicity, disability,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity,

marital status or socioeconomic status
in conduct related to the practice of law.

We also have supported measures
from our Asian Attorneys Committee
as to work opportunities for spouses (H-4)
of HB-1 visa recipients and celebrated
our diverse affinity organizations with
numerous fun and festive events.

And of course, what would a recap
of my year be without reflections from
my namesake program: Coffee with
Coffey. Apart from the occasional
near-apocalyptic winter storm
(Warrendale) or downpour (Sewickley),
the adventure has been a blast. We
visited some really cool spots, but if I
had to pick a favorite, it would be The
Coffee Buddha in Ross Township.
They made me an incredible hot chai
tea, and the owner is the son of long-time
ACBA member Mike Witherel (same
name as his son). Another great perk
was seeing some fantastic small-
business districts such as Washington
Road in Mt. Lebanon and Aspinwall’s
side streets off Freeport Road. But the
real winner of this effort was the
ACBA as staff and leadership was able
to connect with our members outside
of the central business district to hear
their issues and find out what the
ACBA can do to better its missions for
all members.

I greatly appreciate all of those
who came out to the Coffee with
Coffey program, including several
people who attending more than one,

including Amy Coco, Jessica Lynch
and Julie Colton. And a special thanks
to Brian Knavish, ACBA director of
marketing and media relations for
helping to start the concept and adapt
as the year went on. 

I hear the band playing, so I think
my time has nearly run out in this
column space. Before I get the hook, I
want to especially thank Bryan Neft
and Melaine Shannon Rothey for their
incredible support as the bookends to
my presidential position; to Mark Vuono
for the mentoring and friendship he has
provided in years past but especially
during this particular year; to Diane
McMillen for her incredible work as
the CFO and COO of this wonderful
organization; to Blumling & Gusky,
LLP, for the tireless support of my
taking on this endeavor in the midst of
the practice of law; to David Blaner for
his unwavering support of my goals
and ideas while guiding me through
the maze of the presidential year; to
my wife, Erica, for her continued
emotional and physical support not only
through this adventure but at all times
over our nearly 15 years of marriage;
and to all of you who have been and
continue to be active and vocal
members of the best darn bar associa-
tion in the country. L’Chaim to us all! n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Looking back on an eventful, busy bar year
By Hal Coffey

With June 30 and the end of my
tenure as president of the ACBA
approaching, I have been asked
numerous ways whether I am counting
down the days to the end. And to each
person who has inquired, my response
has consistently been “no.” I have
been neither pining for the finish line
nor overly saddened by its approach.
Upon reflecting on my term, I am
proud of what all of us have accom-
plished since July 1, 2017, and truly
looking forward to what Bryan S. Neft
will be leading in the coming year.

Over these past 12 months, we have
added and resurrected substantive
committees (the new Medical Marijuana
and Hemp Committee, repurposing
the Civil Rights Litigation Committee
and bringing back to strength the
Immigration Law Committee) and
expanding initiatives for diversity and
inclusion (added LGBTQ and students
with disabilities to our summer
clerkship program and required
section/committee/board leadership
to submit diversity questionnaires
demonstrating their involvement in
the various diversity and inclusion
programs within the ACBA).

We have advocated for filling the
numerous vacancies on the federal
bench for the Western District of
Pennsylvania both in a letter to the
president and Senators Pat Toomey

Hal Coffey
ACBA President

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933
412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

Attorney Bob Garber is a trusted, proven attorney who
has been handling referral cases for over 39 years.

• All Family Law Matters • Non-Violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • PI & Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

CONFLICTS? CASE TOO SMALL? CHALLENGING CLIENT? 

“I’ll take the case and do the work. 
You keep a satis�ed client.”

REFER A CASE, NOT YOUR CLIENT

w w w . a c b a . o r g
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

The ACBA thanked those
who were part of its 
2017-18 Member-to-Member
Referral Network by holding
a happy-hour reception at
Olive or Twist in downtown
Pittsburgh on May 15.
Charles Lamberton, Eric
Abes, Leslie Dutchcot and
Edward Abes were among
those enjoying a drink while
connecting with others who
purchased a field-of-
practice listing in the 
referral network. The new
listings will be published
with the 2018-19 Legal
Directory in August.

Member-to-Member Reception

Featuring drinks,
food and live
music, the event
was well attended.

Member-to-Member Referral Network advertisers
Christy Kobus, Catherine Wadhwani and Cynthia
Rarig chat during the reception.

Ken Hager, Christina Barringer, Mark Munson and Kim Jackson had a good time at the event.

Brian Sommer, Mark Vuono and Mark Harley take
time out from networking for a photo.

Attendees
networked,
t a l k e d  
shop and
e n j o y e d
drinks in 
a relaxed 
setting.
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

primarily handle limited tort motor vehicle collision 

cases. We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit 

in limited tort cases in the major jury system and try 

these cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury and 

recover money for their injuries.

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Max Slater, who served as moderator
for the Young Lawyers Division
Lunch with the Judges event, joins,
from left, Judges Christine Ward,
Arnold Klein, Michael Wojcik and
Patrick Connelly. Held in the Koppers
Building Conference Center in April,
the program offered a forum for
judges to provide helpful tips to
attorneys. The best advocacy that
Judge Wojcik said he has seen are
briefs that are short.

YLD Lunch with the Judges

Judge Wojcik
recommended
that attorneys
know their briefs
and cases,
because in 
Commonwealth
Court, judges
have the ability
to look up any
case at a
moment’s notice. 

Judge Connelly,
left, advised to be
organized and 
prepared. Judge
Ward said that it’s
OK to admit the
weaknesses in your
cases or arguments
and not trying to
oversell something
you don’t have.
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Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 

Exclusively�endorsed�for�IT�solutions�by�the
Allegheny�County�Bar�Association�(ACBA).

Serving�over�100+�law�firms�in�the�Pittsburgh
and�surrounding�area.

www.plummerslade.com 412-261-5600

428�Forbes�Avenue,�Suite�2450�,�Pittsburgh,�PA��15219

“Your�single�source�for�IT�solutions”

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Ray Vogliano, left, incoming chair of the Probate and
Trust Law Section, recognizes John Shaffer for serving
as chair from 2016 through 2018. The section’s
annual meeting followed its May 17 “Emerging
Ethics Risks in Estate and Trust Practice” CLE in
the Koppers Building in downtown Pittsburgh.

Probate and Trust Annual Meeting
From left: Dan Seibel, Todd Jordan, Dale Frayer, Charles Hadad and Shaffer pose for a photo
during the annual meeting’s reception. Seibel, Jordan and Frayer were approved as new 
section council members at the meeting, and Jordan was named treasurer.

As the CLE
concluded, sec-
tion members
stuck around to
vote on the
nomina t i ons
slate for the
2018-19 bar
year, followed
by drinks and
hors d’oeuvres.

Amy Coco and
Lisa Dougan
discuss estate
conflicts and
risks on the
panel at the
CLE prior to
the meeting.
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ndsreporting.com  •  866-565-1929

Our additional services include:
Interactive Depositions, Web Depositions

& Online Scheduling and Repository

Pittsburgh-based firm:
bringing you the best and latest technology!

Team up with your local resource
for all of your litigation needs. 

whose contributions cover all of the
administrative costs associated with
the campaign. Because of their support,
Attorneys Against Hunger is able to
distribute 100 percent of its annual
fundraising directly to local hunger
agencies. Lead sponsor Steidl &
Steinberg and supporting sponsors
Gleason & Associates and Judge
Raymond Novak all have made multi-
year commitments to the campaign.

The organizations that the campaign
has contributed to are: East End
Cooperative Ministry, Focus on
Renewal, First English Evangelical
Lutheran Church, First Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh, Greater
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank,
Intersection, Jubilee Kitchen, Just
Harvest, North Hills Community
Outreach, Pittsburgh AIDS Task
Force, Rainbow Kitchen, Smithfield
United Church of Christ, South Hills
Interfaith Movement, Squirrel Hill
Community Food Pantry, St. Mary of
Mercy, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral,
and Urban League Hunger Services.
Members of the Attorneys Against
Hunger Committee conduct site visits
to assess the needs of these organizations
and to verify that the funds donated
are being utilized to relieve hunger.

Another important aspect of the
campaign is the opportunity for
attorneys, their families and friends
to participate in outreach events. This
year, volunteers sorted and packed
food at the Squirrel Hill Community
Food Pantry and served a Valentine’s
Day brunch at Rainbow Kitchen,
among other events. The outreach events
allow volunteers to interact with the
hunger agencies that the campaign
supports and better understand the
needs of the hunger community.  

The bar foundation thanks all of the
donors, volunteers and Attorneys
Against Hunger Committee members
who made this year’s campaign a
success. With that continued support,
the ACBF looks forward to passing the
$2-million mark. n

AAH 
continued from front cover

ACBA membership benefit:
Receive 15% off all American Bar Association books every day

Allegheny County Bar Association members save 15% off the general
public price on every book available on the American Bar Association
webstore ShopABA.org.

Don't delay! To start saving 15% on your ABA book purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and use our special discount code ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221 between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ET and use our special 
discount code ACBAR

Wonder if
your decisions, 

legal advice 
or other 

professional 
actions 

are ethical?

Members can 
get consultation 

on their legal actions
and potential actions

through the 
ACBA Professional

Ethics Hotline.

See
acba.org/

officerassignments
for details.
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At Fragasso Financial Advisors,  
our clients’ goals are our goals. Their concerns are  
our concerns. Each interaction with us is personalized  
and professional. We have the knowledge and skills  
to navigate through current financial challenges  
and those challenges yet to come along one's  
financial journey. Call us today to set up a  
no-obligation, no cost consultation.

SERVICES: 
Business Succession Planning
Charitable and Family Gifting Strategy  
Education Funding 
Employer Retirement Plan Management
Estate Planning 
Fiduciary Partnership 
Holistic Financial Planning
Income Tax Reduction Strategies 
Investment Management   
Life Insurance 
Long-Term Care Cost Analysis 
Personal Retirement Planning 
Stock Option Management

KAREN LAPINA, CFP®, AIF®
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor
Downtown Pittsburgh

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M

Investment Advice offered through Fragasso  
Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

We guide. For life.SM

Attorneys at Law
QUATRINIRAFFERTY

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

412-391-2800  .  www.qrlegal.com 
Greensburg | Latrobe | Pittsburgh | Altoona

We welcome referrals and honor referral fees

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

triumphs, such as the Pittsburgh
Penguins’ successful emergence from
bankruptcy.

Taking a close look at the past
humanizes people long gone in a way
that makes it easier to understand
their experiences. Professor John Q.
Barrett of St. John’s University School
of Law spoke about a surreal episode
when Robert H. Jackson – then an
attorney for the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Internal Revenue
(now the Internal Revenue Service)
and later a Supreme Court justice –
prosecuted Pittsburgh banking magnate
Andrew Mellon for tax evasion.

“Imagine how he must have felt
walking from his hotel to the court every
day and seeing Mellon’s name engraved
on one of its cornerstones,” Barrett
said. “It would be very intimidating.”

One of the highlights of the day was
the unveiling of a large wooden eagle
that used to occupy the court’s former
location at the corner of Fourth
Avenue and Smithfield Street before
the court moved to its current Grant
Street site in 1934. Deller revealed
the eagle at a luncheon attended by
dignitaries such as Pittsburgh Mayor

DISTRICT COURT 
continued from front page

Bill Peduto, Allegheny County Executive
Rich Fitzgerald and U.S. Rep. Conor
Lamb (D-18).

“It’s a tangible piece of history
people can touch, feel and connect
with,” Deller said. The eagle is on
display in the court’s atrium along
with contextual historical materials.

Chief Judge Joy Flowers Conti, who
chairs the court’s Historical Committee
and was a panelist for the bankruptcy
session at the  event, said she’s witnessed
dramatic change during her tenure,
including the introduction of the
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Program and advances in technology
that have streamlined case management.
She sees a future in which technology
will play an ever more robust role, and
she pointed to new tools such as ROSS
that use artificial intelligence to
conduct legal research.

“It’s hard to predict the effect
capabilities like this will have,” Conti
said. “But it’s important to know the
past so we can conduct the future in a
more enlightened manner.” n

For more photos from the
Bicentennial program, see page 9.

Need clients?
The Lawyer Referral Service can help bring them to you.

For details, contact Whitney Hughes at
412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org.

To learn more, see GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

George Janocsko, center, discusses a well-known case concerning 
the display of religious symbols in local courthouses. Dennis Biondo,
left, and Witold “Vic” Walczak, right, also served on the panel.

Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald commemorates the occasion
as Judge Conti and Mayor Peduto look on.

Judge Gustave Diamond, center, poses with his two former law clerks,
David Hickton, left, and John Gismondi.

Arthur Ziegler, president of Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation,
discusses the eagle’s history during its unveiling. The eagle served
watch over the district court from 1891 to 1934, and after the court
relocated to its current site, it remained in the old post office and
courthouse until 1966 – when it entered the foundation’s possession.

Bicentennial Celebration
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONJULY

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

ANIMAL LAW CONFERENCE
SIMULCAST | WED., AUGUST 15, 2018
PBI PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE CENTER,  
HEINZ 57 CENTER, 339 SIXTH AVE, 7TH FLOOR

EARN CLE AND HAVE FUN!
Get six CLE credits while having the best time you have ever  
had at a seminar! Meet other people who share your interest  
and commitment to animals and an understanding of the laws 
that impact them.

EXPLORE THIS EVER-GROWING FIELD OF LAW
Join us LIVE in Philadelphia or at one of the many simulcast 
sites for a daylong program of great animal law topics. Use 
this opportunity to find out how you can turn your passion for 
animals into volunteer and/or legal services opportunities.

TOPICS WILL INCLUDE:
 ▶ Act 10 – Libre’s Law

 ▶ Shelter Transparency

 ▶ The Link Between Elder, Child, and Domestic Abuse  

and Animal Abuse

 ▶ Laws Relating to Exotic Animals

 ▶ Annual Legislative Animal Law Update

 ▶ Equine Issues

 ▶ Insurance Issues and Ask The Vet

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & 
get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

July 16-17 19th Annual Private Equity Forum 
July 19-20  Understanding the Securities Laws 
July 23  Fundamentals of Broker-Dealer Regulation 
July 24-25 Basics of International Taxation 

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

July 10 • Indemnity and Insurance in Business Transactions and Litigation
July 10 • Succession Planning for Lawyers
July 11 • UM/UIM - Limited Tort 
July 12 • Vehicle Stops and Searches in Pennsylvania 
July 12 • Stuart Teicher presents: The Cyborgs are Coming and Exit Row Ethics 
July 16 • The Best Retirement and Estate Plans for Attorneys 
July 16 • Appellate Advocacy in Pennsylvania State Courts 
July 17 • Cyberlaw Update 
July 17 • Practice before the PA Human Relations Commission
July 18 • Land Use Institute 2018 
July 20 • Selecting and Influencing Your Jury 
July 23 • LOIs, MOUs and other Documents Critical to Business Acquisitions 
July 23 • Legal Issues Surrounding the President
July 25 • Depositions Done Right With Robert Musante 
July 30 • Pennsylvania Right to Know Law 
July 31 • Private Eyes Are Watching You 

July 9 • The Best Retirement and Estate Plans for Attorneys 
July 10 • Succession Planning for Lawyers
July 11 • UM/UIM - Limited Tort 
July 12 • Stuart Teicher presents: The Cyborgs are Coming and Exit Row Ethics  
July 16 • Appellate Advocacy in Pennsylvania State Courts 
July 17 • Indemnity and Insurance in Business Transactions and Litigation 
July 18 • Land Use Institute 2018 
July 19 • Vehicle Stops and Searches in Pennsylvania 
July 20 • Selecting and Influencing Your Jury 
July 23 • Legal Issues Surrounding the President
July 24 • Practice before the PA Human Relations Commission
July 25 • Depositions Done Right With Robert Musante 
July 26 • Cyberlaw Update 
July 27 • LOIs, MOUs and other Documents Critical to Business Acquisitions 
July 30 • Pennsylvania Right to Know Law 
July 31 • Private Eyes Are Watching You 

Unlimited On-Demand CLE from PBI
$199/yr, only $99 for new attorneys

Visit PBI.ORG/PROPASS   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

ADR in the Year 2030 – No Longer Alternative and 
Transforming the Practice of Law  
1 Ethics credit

Allegheny County Discovery and Complex Court – 
2017 Update 
1 Substantive credit

An Examination of Federal Tax Reform  
1 Substantive credit

Man’s Best Friend: Fitting Fido into Public Places   
1 Substantive credit

Sex with Clients   
1 Ethics credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Using Technology in Mediation and ADR 

Wednesday, June 27  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building 

1 Substantive credit

Calling Balls and Strikes: ADA Title III and the 
Accessible Design of PNC Park  
Tuesday, July 10  |  5:30 p.m.  |  PNC Park Press Room

1 Substantive credit

Demonstrating Your Value and Learning to 
Command a Room  
Wednesday, July 11  |  Noon  |  Union Trust Building

2 Substantive credits

Bridge the Gap 

Wednesday, July 18  |  9 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 

4 Ethics credits

      School Safety: Proactive Interventions, 
      Discipline and Law Enforcement 

       Thursday, July 19  |  11 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 

          CJE credit  |  1 Substantive credit

Solicitors and their Relationships with 
Boards and Administration
Thursday, July 19  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 

1 Ethics credit

Pre-Trial to Supreme Court: 
An Examination of the Criminal Appellate Process 

Thursday, July 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building

2 Substantive credits and 1 Ethics credit

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Air Sampling and Analysis 

Thursday, September 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 

1 Substantive credit

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 

Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building

1 Ethics credit

 Thank you to all that attended
and made this year’s

ACBA Bench-Bar Conference
a huge success!
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People on the Move
Megan A. Smith

has joined Leech
Tishman Fuscaldo
& Lampl, LLC, as
an associate in the
firm’s litigation
practice group.
She will focus her
practice on litigat-
ing standard and
complex civil liti-
gation matters.

Graham Mont-
gomery has joined
First American
Title Insurance Co.
as underwriting
counsel for the
National Commer-
cial Services. He
brings seven years
of real estate law
practice to the
company’s Pitts-
burgh team.

Brian A. Pepicelli and Edward A.
Wodarczyk have joined Tucker
Arensberg, P.C. Pepicelli is an associate
in the litigation group and concentrates
his practice on general civil and com-
mercial litigation. Serving of-counsel,
Wodarczyk has more than 35 years of
experience as an employee-benefits
consultant and attorney for a broad
range of clients in a variety of industries.
He has extensive experience working
with 401(k) and 403(k) plans, pension
plans, ESOPs, ERISA fiduciary matters,
M&A due diligence, executive com-
pensation, Affordable Care Act consulting
and cafeteria and wrap plans.

News and Notes
Daniel W. Kunz

has been named
the 2018 recipient
of the Duquesne
Law Public Inter-
est Law Associa-
tion Alumni Award,
which is given to
Duquesne Law
alumni who
demonstrate a
commitment to the
values and goals
of PILA through

professional and personal conduct and
service. Kunz leads Duquesne’s
Veterans Clinic and assists in leading
the law school’s Urban Development
Practicum, which works in communities
throughout the region. Kunz’s
professional roles include chairing
the ACBA’s Sports Law Committee.
Kunz is the immediate past president –
and he continues to serve on the
organization’s board – of the Foundation
of Hope, an organization whose mission
is to empower incarcerated and
released individuals. He works directly
with the foundation’s chaplaincy
program, which provides pastoral
care and religious education; its
pre-release program, which offers
instruction to inmates ending their
incarceration; and its aftercare program,
which connects newly released
individuals with mentors. Kunz is a
mental health first-aid trainer who
frequently speaks on issues involving
veterans, athletes, mental health and
substance abuse.

Lisa Bennington
of Bennington Law
Firm, LLC, was
reappointed by the
P e n n s y l v a n i a
Supreme Court to
the Domestic
Relations Rules
Committee for a
second three-year
term. The commit-
tee, which consists
of seven divorce
lawyers, advises

the Supreme Court on matters related
to the procedural rules governing
actions for divorce, support, custody,
paternity and protection from abuse.

Bar Briefs

You want protection from the dangers— 

and help with the disasters—of electronic data.

We get it.

We get it.
SM

437 Grant Street, Suite 1250  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15219  |  412-325-4033  |  bit-x-bit.com

Count on our experts to relentlessly secure your electronic data—day in, day out and 
in response to any event. With our integrated services, we’ll help you understand your 
risk, clean up your archives and guard your data to protect your company—before 
incidents occur. And should you need digital forensics and e-discovery, we have the 
most powerful and efficient tools at hand. So if you’re looking for peace of mind, talk 
to bit-x-bit. We get it.
For ten years, bit-x-bit has been exclusively endorsed by the ACBA for e-discovery and digital forensics.

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

MEDICARE/MEDICAID
LIEN RESOLUTIONS

SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare/Medicaid Secondary Payer Statutes. 
Personalized service and expertise you can trust. 
412-302-8880; smason@firstreviewinc.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Daniel W.
Kunz 

Lisa
Bennington 

Megan A.
Smith

Graham
Montgomery

Brian A.
Pepicelli

Edward A.
Wodarczyk

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, attorney Hedwig Murphy

Konrad has been reinstated to active status as a member of the Bar of this
Commonwealth. The reinstatement took effect on May 25.

Looking for a 
legal career?

There are
new jobs 

on the 
ACBA Job Board

 
View them at

www.pittsburghlegaljobs.com
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