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Board of Governors approves
anti-bias pilot program for CJEs
By Brian Estadt

When those who are planning
Continuing Judicial Education-
eligible programs are first asked to
consider ways to incorporate anti-bias
content into their material, there’s
usually an awkward silence, says
Christine Miller.
“At first, they say, ‘Oh, I don’t

know.’ Then they pause, and within
minutes they come up with very
specific ways to show how implicit
bias could be an issue with their subject.
A lightbulb kind of goes on above their
heads that (anti-bias content) is effective
for their purposes.”
Miller hopes the ACBA flips the

switch on many more figurative light-
bulbs over the coming year.
The Board of Governors in May

approved a one-year pilot program to
include anti-bias content in Continuing
Judicial Education programs provided

by the ACBA. The resolution was
put forth by the Women in the Law
Division and its Committee to
Advance Professionalism and
Eliminate Bias (CAP) and recom-
mended by a Board of Governors ad
hoc subcommittee.
Miller is chair of CAP’s education

subcommittee, which is where the
idea took shape. She said that over the
past couple of years, the committee
has been working to address bias
within the legal profession. After
organizing a professional responsibility
program at Pitt Law School, the com-
mittee – noting the critical role judges
play in setting the tone in a court-
room – wanted to address bias within
the judicial system. Rather than go the
route of a standalone course that could
be ignored or forgotten about after the
fact, it was decided that the best approach
would be to incorporate anti-bias
content in multiple CJE programs.

The ACBA School and Municipal
Law Section’s July 19 “School Safety:
Proactive Interventions, Discipline
and Law Enforcement” CJE will be
the first during the pilot program to
include anti-bias content. Other
summer CJEs are expected to include
the content.
Although the pilot program might

be the first of its kind in the state, it’s
not unique. 
“Bar associations around the

country are doing this training,”
Miller says. “We’re not the first to do
this. We might be the first in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to
take this approach, but we’re certainly
not alone in the legal field in recognizing
the importance of this issue.”
Miller says the impetus is partially

based on anecdotes and media reports
of incidents of perceived bias but

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Members of the nine-judge panel survey the crowd as Kim Eaton, family court administrative judge of Allegheny County, discusses gender identity
issues in the family court setting during the Wake Up with the Judges CLE program at the 56th Annual Bench-Bar Conference. Approximately 
635 attorneys and judges attended the conference, which was held June 14-16 at Seven Springs Mountain Resort.

Bench-Bar 2018

Joe Williams and Gina Zumpella
moderated the Friday morning
CLE program.

Flanked by Chief Judge Jeffery Deller of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court’s
Western District of Pennsylvania and Judge Mike Fisher of the Third
Circuit Court of Appeals, federal Magistrate Judge Lisa Lenihan of the
Western District of Pennsylvania answers questions during the Wake
Up with the Judges CLE program. 

While introducing the Wake Up with
the Judges program, sponsor David
Shrager of Shrager Defense Attorneys
discusses why he keeps returning to
Bench-Bar after 18 years. For Shrager,
the conference is a family affair – his
father, Donald, also attended.

Continued on page 9
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

July
Nick S. Fisfis ..........................412-396-6289

Bruce Herschlag ....................412-442-4262

Gregory Monaco......................412-859-2861

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

Christine Long ........................412-766-8660

William J. McKim ..................412-736-2672

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 
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Case Evaluation
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Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.
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The ACBA would like to especially thank
the following Bench-Bar sponsors:

– Platinum –– Diamond & Keynote Remix –

– Lanyard –

– Welcome Gift –

– Lunch –

– Wake Up with the Judges –

In Re: Pittsburgh Citizen Police Review Board, McVay, Jr., J. ..................................................................................................................Page 139
CPRB—Home Rule Charter—Police

Police officers challenged subpoenas issued by the Pittsburgh Citizen Police Review Board (the “CPRB”). The Court held that
the subpoenas were validly issued. The Court also held that (a) the CPRB was not an agent of the City of Pittsburgh, and so was not
subject to a Working Agreement between the City and the Fraternal Order of Police; and (b) that the CPRB had authority to issue
such subpoenas due to the City’s Home Rule Charter, as amended via referendum.

In Re: Estate of Sandra Holland, O’Toole, A.J. ............................................................................................................................................Page 140
Standing—Will—Impossibility

After an evidentiary hearing, and in response to a motion for judgment on the pleadings, the Court held that a beneficiary under a will
had standing to seek removal of the executor because she was not bound by a condition precedent in the will under the doctrine
of impossibility of performance.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Jerry Edge, Rangos, J. ........................................................................................................................Page 141
Criminal Appeal—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Prosecutorial Misconduct—Child Sex Case—Mistrial—Expert Testimony

When District Attorney held herself out as an expert during opening statements in child sex case, curative instruction was sufficient
to ameliorate any prejudice to the defendant.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Darrell Andre Ward, Jr., Manning, P.J. .............................................................................................Page 143
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Sufficiency—VUFA—Inventory Search

Defendant, passed out in running car at drive-thru, was convicted of possession of weapon found in glovebox and possession of marijuana.
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While a mom returning to school
after raising a family is more
commonplace today, that wasn’t the
case back then. As you can imagine, it
took a lot of guts, and it’s a time I’ll
always remember, given the message
it conveyed.
How does such an event shape a

teen’s life and outlook?  

Each day before she left for law
school, she had my school lunch and
our dinner prepared. I wouldn’t usually
see her until much later in the evening,
after her study group finished and I picked
her up at Duquesne. Even then, she still
managed to get everything done for us. 
She graduated Duquesne in 1984,

only five years before I finished law

school. But her dedication and love of
the law drew me in.
A couple of weeks ago, I attended

the bicentennial celebration of the
U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania. Many of the
individuals presenting were individuals
that most of us consider to be legends
of the bar. As part of my own history, I
recall some 20 years ago being on a
downtown street corner and running
into my mom, who was with some of
those large personalities, Duquesne
Law School Dean Maureen Lally
Green and Judge Donetta Ambrose.
They were all working on a project for
the PBA’s Commission on Women in
the Profession. It was then that I
realized that my mom, among others,
was a real pioneer in the women’s
movement of our bar. 
It was also around then that I

became known, affectionately so, as
“Rhoda Neft’s son.” I took it as a
badge of honor, just as I suspect that
others like me – Howie Schulberg,
Andrew Rothey and Adam Fischer, to
name a few – do with theirs. 
Even today, I’m often referred to as

“Rhoda Neft’s son.” We’ll always be
linked not just by family, but by our
passion for the law. I want to recognize
both the mothers, who inspired their
sons by forging ahead in a career that
was once dominated by men, and the
sons, who proudly say that their moms
are their role models.

On role models, keeping members informed
and supporting clerkship program, pro bono
Bryan Neft delivered the following

remarks after he was installed as
ACBA president during the Passing of
the Gavel ceremony at the 2018
Bench-Bar Conference.

By Bryan Neft

Ten minutes from now, David Blaner
will get up here and tell you that this
is the biggest crowd ever to witness a
gavel passing at the Bench-Bar
Conference. That there are thousands
of people watching this event.
Family, friends, and community all

help define and mold who we are as
individuals. In my case, my mother,
Rhoda, who is here today, helped
shape my core values. 
Before entering law school, Rhoda

was a home economics teacher.
The biggest impression she left me
at that time was not how to set a
table – though I do it well. Nor was it
what she did when a student swore at
her. (She gave that student seven
hours of detention, one for each letter
in the phrase.)
What made the biggest impression

was what a person can do when he or
she has the drive, determination and
strength of character. 
With my brother and me still in our

teens, my mother entered law school.
Her age at the time? Well, we’ll go with
29 since I’ve signed a nondisclosure
agreement and fear the legal and
physical repercussions of violating
that agreement. 
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Continued on page 6

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Bryan Neft, left, accepts the gavel as new ACBA President from Hal 
Coffey, now Immediate Past President.
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Golf Tournament
PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Brian Rosinski, Kirk Burkley, William Breshnahan, Brooke McMorrow, Cathleen
Bubash and Jay Voelker pose for a photo en route to winning the tournament.
The team posted a score of 62, and clinched the tournament on the first playoff
hole at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort Golf Course on Thursday, June 14.

Carlie Masterson, Kent Hornbrook, Michael Wiesemann and
Jessica Albert look on as teammate Ian Grecco chips for the flag.

The members of Team 11 were all smiles midway through their
game. From left are Tom Corbett, Roy Powell, Alan Hertzberg,
Kim Eaton, Susan Malone and Sean Audley. 

Francis Wymard and Katherine
Wrenshall study an unusual
obstacle on the course – a bullfrog,
which was none too keen on
vacating the green to allow them
to play through.Jessica Albert watches her putt intently.

William Josten of Thomson Reuters tracks his shot after teeing
off on the first hole of the course.

John Noble,
Paul Robinson,
Laura Wolfe,
David Miller,
Scott Millhouse
and Robert
Andrews of
Team 4 pose
for the camera.

Brian Thompson, Jason
Ott, Richard Thiele,
Steven Wright and
Richard Catalano were
among those who started
Bench-Bar with a 
gorgeous morning on
Seven Springs Golf
Course, pictured left.

Joseph Decker pauses
mid follow-through to
see where his ball will
land as his team begins
from the first tee, right.

2018 Bench-Bar Golf Tournament
• Longest/straightest drive, first hole: Lisa Lenihan, Ryan Breen
• Longest/straightest drive, 18th hole: Beth Williams, Rich Thiele
• Closest to the pin, on both the third and 11th holes: Owen Seman
• Closest to the pin, sixth hole: Rich Thiele
• Closest to the pin, 15th hole: Gary Ogg
• Longest putt, ninth hole: Art Leonard
• Longest putt, 18th hole: Laura Wolfe
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Bench-Bar veteran Barry Simpson wins Amram Award
By Mark Higgs

Three boys growing up in
Monroeville in the 1960s couldn’t
have foreseen that they’d each earn
the ACBA’s Philip Werner Amram
Award. But when Barry Simpson was
named the award’s 2018 recipient at
last month’s Bench-Bar Conference,
that day came to pass for the trio of
Simpson; his brother, Craig; and
Judge Jeffrey Manning.
“Bench-Bar is everything that

makes bar association membership
important – networking, collegiality,
education, interaction with the court.
But to me, it is where I made life-long
friendships with lawyers whose paths
would likely not otherwise have
crossed mine,” said Barry Simpson.
Simpson has long been a strong

supporter of Bench-Bar. He has served
on every Bench-Bar sub-committee,
as Bench-Bar chair and as ACBA
president. He believed in it so strongly
that he urged his younger brother to
attend many years ago. Craig recalls
telling his older brother that he’d give
the conference a chance; he subsequently
fell in love with the event and hasn’t
missed a conference in 35 years.
“He was totally devoted to the

ACBA and Bench-Bar,” said Craig
Simpson. “He convinced me and many
other young lawyers to get involved.”
The Amram Award is presented

annually to someone who has displayed
professional excellence, been active
in both the ACBA and Bench-Bar and
served both the legal community and
the community at large. Those who
know him say Barry Simpson personifies
all of these criteria.

“He’s an extremely accomplished
lawyer, and one of the most active
people ever of the Bench-Bar Confer-
ence,” said Manning, president judge
of the Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas.
Manning has known this year’s

Amram recipient since grade school.
After taking separate paths for law
school, they ended up interviewing for
the same job at the Brennan &
Brennan law firm. As it turned out,
they both got hired.

“Barry used to joke that (T. Robert)
Brennan hired us both for the same
job and paid us each half a salary,”
said Manning.
In 1973, Simpson and Manning

attended their first Bench-Bar after
being invited by Brennan. Back then,
the conference was much smaller and
attendance required an invitation
from the Academy of Trial Lawyers.
Amram Award Committee member

John Becker, who announced Simpsons’
win this year – and who received the

award, himself, two years ago – also
attended that conference in ’73. He
speaks highly of this year’s recipient.
“It’s given for not only being active

in the Bench-Bar, but being active in
the legal community and promoting
the legal profession. I think, over the
course of his career, Barry has done
a yeoman’s work in that regard,”
said Becker.
“He has brought a lot to Bench-Bar,”

Becker said. “Ever since he became
Pennsylvania Bar Association executive
director, he has brought the PBA
president with him.” Becker added
that Simpson brings the incoming
and outgoing PBA presidents, too.
“That’s been a very important and
productive relationship.”
Becker said it was a much smaller,

more intimate conference in those
years. Barry Simpson, who has attended
46 consecutive Bench-Bars, described
an altogether different scene than the now
sprawling and populated conference.
“In those days, you matched up

with a roommate as space was tight,”
Simpson said. “There were only 100
attendees, I think three were women.
Phil Amram came as a presenter on
the rules. Lots of evening poker and
cigar smoking. What change occurred
over the years! I believe by 1974 the
invitation requirement was dropped and
it was open to all. Judge Manning and
I were definitely much, much younger
than the average attendee, but we were
treated as equals even though we were
far from that. Collegiality reigned!”
As the conference has expanded to

include the entire bar – and more than

Continued on page 8

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Three of a kind: 2018 Amram Award winner Barry Simpson is flanked by
previous winners Craig Simpson, left, and Judge Jeffrey Manning. All
three grew up together in Monroeville, and Craig cites his older brother for
influencing his own – and many others’ – support for the annual conference.
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On the A/V screens, you will see all
of the mothers and sons who are part
of the ACBA family that we were able
to identify. If I left anyone out, I
apologize. We are part of a small but
growing group. We – the sons – know
where our mothers drew the line when
it came to our own misdeeds, and where
they draw the line as to how they deserve
to be treated by our profession.
And we respect that line, which is

important as we seek to tackle issues
of bias. Men and women need to be
part of the solutions toward inequality,
but I look to these mothers and sons to
guide us.
Now I’d like to talk to you about

a few things that are important to
me, issues I’d like to tackle in the
coming year. 
For more than 10 years, the ACBA

has had a summer clerkship program
that matches first year minority students
with positions in the legal profession.
The sole purpose of the program is to
provide opportunities to minority law
students who need to get a foot in the
door. Law firms and other legal
departments participate not for their
own benefit, but for the benefit of
those students, and the profession as
a whole.  
This year we expanded the program

to include students that identify as
LGBTQ, and to other ethnic students.
To date, we have placed 241 in

positions throughout Allegheny County.
This has led to increased diversity in
the profession. 
This year, I will be personally

calling on you and your firms to help
fill the gap between the number of
minority students and the number of
employers participating. 

BRYAN NEFT REMARKS 
continued from page 3

Our Women in the Law Division
continues to bring new ideas to us
including for the elimination of bias in
the profession. The Board of Governors
recently approved a pilot program to
include implicit-bias content in legal
education provided by the ACBA. My hope
is that members of the bench and bar
take advantage of this programming on
such an important issue to the profession.  
Yes, folks, one more pitch, but for a

worthy cause: Pro bono representation. 
Yesterday, we had a seminar at the

Bench-Bar Conference to educate our
members on all of the pro bono
programs with which they could
assist. There are many individuals
and families that need your help.
Legal services have been reeling

from significant cutbacks in funding
over the last 10 years. IOLTA revenues
that were $13.5 million in 2008 hover
around $4 million today. Our Supreme
Court and our legislators have
tirelessly sought out new sources of
revenue for legal services; but we still
need help. 
Today, I’m asking you to take one

more pro bono case to help those in
need and to strengthen our profession.
If you can’t take a case, then write a
check to the ACBF or to NLSA. 
Let me finish with a few words of

thanks. To:
• The Hon. William F. Cercone of

the Pennsylvania Superior Court, my
judge, who taught me more about
professionalism in Allegheny County
than anyone.  
• Amy Greer and Jay Panzarella,

for providing me with a new opportunity
when I wanted one.  
• The Hon. Nora Barry Fischer of

the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania, for providing me
with an opportunity when I needed one.

• And even though I am no longer
at their firm, I want to thank my
friends at Pietragallo Gordon Alfano
Bosick & Raspanti, for giving me a
home away from home for many years.  
• And to Spilman Thomas & Battle

and my friends and colleagues there,
for my new home and all of the support
I could ever hope for as I embark on
my new role as president of the ACBA. 
• To Melaine Shannon Rothey and

Hal Coffey, for being terrific guides
for how to do this Presidency right.
I can only hope to do it as well as
you have.  
• To David Blaner, Diane McMillen

and the ACBA/ACBF staff, for what
you do behind the scenes to make the
ACBA the finest bar association in
the nation.  
• To my parents, Dick and Rhoda

Neft, my brother Andrew and Julie’s
parents, Brenda and Martin Cohen –
thank you for all of your support.  
• To my children, Simon, Justin

and Zoe – all of whom for good reason
could not be here today, for filling my
life with joy and pride for all of your
accomplishments. Simon started a
new job on Monday in South Carolina.
Justin is studying in Germany, and
Zoe has finals today.  

• And, finally to my beautiful wife,
Julie Cohen. You took care of the kids
on those many nights when I was away
or working late. You have graciously
attended most of the ACBA events
even when you were afraid you
wouldn’t know anyone or have
anything in common with them. You
have shepherded the kids well, and in
turn taught our German Shepherd
how to shepherd me. You always text
me when it’s time to come home. Your
creativity and bubbly personality are
an inspiration to me. 
In closing, I want to hear from all of

you. I want to know if you like what we
are doing or if you don’t. 
As one of my first orders of business,

I will ask the Board of Governors for a
resolution that allows us to begin
posting the Board’s agendas and
meeting minutes to the members only
section of the ACBA website. You
should be able to see in real time
exactly what we are doing.
Also, posted on the screens are my

telephone number, my email address
and my twitter handle.   
I am privileged to be here. This

event and this bar association are a
testament to the hard work of all of its
members on behalf of our profession. n

It’s dues renewal time – please check your
email for important deadlines and easy

steps on how to renew. We look forward to
continuing to bring you exciting programs

and events in the 2018-19 bar year.
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Bench-Bar CLE Programs

PHOTOS BY BRIAN KNAVISH

Attorneys want to get paid
from their clients – even
bankrupt clients. Right,
Alan Patterson moderated
the Bankruptcy and 
Commercial Law Section’s
CLE on the procedure to
employ special counsel to
address specific issues a
debtor might have while in
bankruptcy. The program
outlined how to ensure that
nonbankruptcy counsel can
get paid when representing
a client who’s in bankruptcy.

Above, Bankruptcy Judges
Gregory Taddonio and
Jeffery Deller said that
judges, indeed, look at
attorney fee agreements in
bankruptcy proceedings.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

A distinguished panel made up of the Hon. Alan Hertzberg; Hon. Robert
Colville; Michael McGeever, director of the Allegheny County Department of
Court Records; and Hon. Joy Flowers Conti speak on changes to court records
and filings during the Civil Litigation Section’s “Update 2018: New Policies
and New Faces” CLE.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Speaking on the panel at “‘In’ Side House: What In House Counsel
and the Outside Attorneys Who Work With Them Should Know,”
Andrea Clark Smith explains that there’s a sense of less rigidity
due to no hours being billed, which results in everybody thinking
they have equal access to your time when you’re in-house counsel.
Panelist Elena Nola looks on in the background.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Ellen Doyle raises the issue of asymmetrical data analysis during the “Big
Data” CLE. Doyle asked panelists how she – as a class-action attorney who
represents many “small clients” – could obtain the sort of data that large 
companies often have access to.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Hayden Cardiff speaks about the importance of “big data,” particularly in the
legal industry, and what impact data analysis can have on firms. Fellow 
presenter Bill Josten and moderator Brian Lipkin listen during the YLD’s 
“I Like ‘Big Data’ and I Cannot Lie: How Numbers Can, and Should, Affect the
Practice of Law in the Future” program.
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just the federal bench and county civil
bench – it’s become a tradition for
many ACBA members and judges.
“It’s not just that the judges

attend,” said Simpson. “It’s that they
attend, contribute to the educational
experience and are accessible to all lawyer
attendees, old and young alike. They
get to know you as a person, not just a
lawyer appearing in their courtroom.”
For Simpson, it’s been a great place

to renew acquaintances and catch up
on other people’s lives – a reunion of
sorts, both personally and professionally.
He has lived near Harrisburg for
19 years and still makes the drive just
for Bench-Bar.
That makes the conference even more

of a must-attend event for his brother.
“Knowing that my brother, whom I

have always looked up to, would be
there always made the conference all
the more special to me,” said Craig
Simpson. “I basically owe everything to
Barry. It was Barry who convinced me
to go to law school and become a lawyer.
It was Barry who urged me, many
decades ago, to become active in the
ACBA. It was Barry who, those same
many decades ago, urged me to go to the
Bench-Bar Conference and then to
become active on the Bench-Bar Com-
mittee. And Barry urged so many other
younger lawyers to become active in the
ACBA and the Bench-Bar Conference.
He truly does represent the epitome of
what the Amram Award represents.
“I was lucky enough to win the

Amram Award, and I wouldn’t have
won it if not for Barry guiding me all
through my legal career. But I think
that’s what big brothers are for.”
For bestowing such guidance on

others, his own brother included, it’s
no wonder Barry Simpson had the
Amram Award bestowed upon him.
“He’s a very great fellow and he

well deserves the Amram Award,”
Manning said. “If you look at the
names on the award, I think you’ll see
why he deserves to belong in that
group. They are the enormous people
in the bar.” n

AMRAM AWARD
continued from page 5

WLD Reception

Robin Frank and Debbie Keisling took the opportunity
to discuss the program over drinks at the reception.

Outgoing WLD Chair Alka Patel, right, poses with
Erica Laughlin, her successor in the role, while
members of the WLD and the ACBA mingle in the 
background in the division’s hospitality suite.

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Following the WLD CLE, “But What Can I Do? I’m Just a [Insert Job Title Here]... Promoting Professionalism
in the Legal Community,” members of the WLD gathered for a cocktail reception to celebrate the end of the
bar year.
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also on the understanding that
members of the judiciary want to
oversee impartial proceedings.
“We are pushing this because we

believe our judiciary wants to contribute
to the fair and impartial administration
of justice. We believe it is a priority
for them. We’re attempting to give
them support and the tools to enhance
their professional experience and
their experience on the bench. And,
obviously, we think it will have a
positive impact on the lawyers who
come before them and the litigants
who come before them.”
“The judges are leaders, and it’s

important for them to lead on this.”
The pilot program will run through

next year’s Bench-Bar Conference.
It’s expected that the amount and
context of the anti-bias content will
vary, based on the CJE topic. The
material could be in the form of
examples, slides with prepared
content or other forms, and for each
hour of CJE credit, the content is
expected to account for five to 10
minutes of the program.
Professor David Harris of Pitt Law

and Mimi McCormick – executive
director of Pennsylvania Interbranch
Commission for Gender, Racial and
Ethnic Fairness – will train WLD
liaisons. In turn, those volunteers will
suggest to to CJE planners ways to
make people aware of how implicit
bias may present itself in a subject
and discuss how presenters could
provide strategies for attendees to
address bias so they feel confident
that their decisions are based as much
as possible on fact.
Miller is quick to note that

everyone has biases, and sometimes a
person possesses an implicit bias that
is in exact opposition to what they’re
consciously aware of.
“For example, I would never admit

to being prejudiced against elderly
people, but I know that one of my

ANTI-BIAS PILOT PROGRAM 
continued from front cover

implicit biases might be to think, ‘Oh,
they’re frail’ or ‘Oh, they might be
approaching senility.’ And being
someone a little older, myself, I’m a
little sensitive around that subject.
That’s an implicit bias. Where you
immediately come to a conclusion
about someone because of past associ-
ations and experiences but they’re not
necessarily borne out in the particular
individual to whom you’re directing
your implicit bias.”
“The brain is wired to take shortcuts,

and the shortcuts that it takes are
based on assumptions that come from
a person’s entire personal history. And
the issue is, are those applicable to
the situation at hand?”
Miller gave two examples of how

implicit bias could affect court
proceedings. In one recent program, a
speaker warned attorneys not to
assume the details of a lower-level
executive’s compensation package
simply because the attorneys might
have familiarity with deals the same
company provided to people of the
same age or gender. A more overt
example that recently was shared
with Miller was the story of a judge
who was distrustful of a claimant who
would not make eye contact. While
that might be viewed as deceitful
behavior in some cultures, in others
it’s not appropriate to look an authority
figure or a person of another gender in
the eye.
Miller said the pilot program’s

effectiveness would be gauged a couple
of ways – by the “eyeball test” and
through feedback. WLD members, to
the extent that they’re allowed, will sit
in on CJEs to observe if people are
engaging with the anti-bias material.
Also, attendees will be asked to evaluate
the content. After a few months,
Miller said, the program will be
reviewed to see how it could be
tweaked to more effectively achieve
its goals. Additionally, the ACBA will
continue to track attendance levels at
the CJE with the anti-bias content. n
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Bench-Bar in Motion
PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

With the low morning sun casting long shadows, Matthew Oas, Judge Alan Hertzberg
and Dennis Kusturiss join a resort guide for a Friday morning bike ride. The mild 
temperatures, clear skies and low humidity were ideal for the conference’s outdoor events. 

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Leslie Dutchcot delivers what is surely a strike.

PHOTO BY BRIAN KNAVISH

Few things can energize a person for the day to come like a morning run. Then-
President Hal Coffey and current President Bryan Neft were joined by a half-dozen
members for a fast-paced run Friday morning. 

PHOTO BY BRIAN KNAVISH

Tony Thompson leads the runners during a cool-down lap
at the end of the morning run.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Attorney Lisa Standish instructs early-rising Bench-Bar
attendees in a relaxed yoga class before the conference’s
Friday breakfast.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

James Miller is pure kinetic energy as he launches a ball down
the alley during the Friday afternoon bowling tournament.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Julie Colton shows
off her flexibility
with eagle pose
during the morning
yoga session.
Interest in the
early morning
workout has grown
over the three years
it has been offered
at the conference.

PHOTO BY 

BRIAN KNAVISH

It’s common in
national politics
to speculate
about who will
run for president.
In a literal
sense, few 
c a n d i d a t e s
could keep up
with President
Coffey.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Teams begin to
form as the final
participants for
bowling filter in
at Seven Springs’
bowling alley 
Friday afternoon.
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PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

Sarah Cobbs tracks the clay as it enters her field of view from behind her right shoulder.
Several participants said this was one of the most difficult shots to make. Nearly
three dozen members took to the sporting clays course.

Sporting Clays

Top shots: From left are Kelsey Ward (second highest score, women), Craig Bell (highest
overall score), Tom Gravina (higher score, men) and Harry Klodowsky (second highest
score, men). 

George Fitting watches the flight path of sporting clay as he
loads his shotgun during the Thursday morning activity.

A spent shotgun shell is frozen in midair as James Killeen
draws a bead on the second clay target.

A veteran of the Bench-Bar sporting clays competition,
Mike Fives takes aim with a practiced ease.

In a role reversal, Alyssa Angotti swaps her shotgun for the
controls to the clay targets so her shooting guide could try
to take down two targets with one shot as their paths cross.

Christy Kobus reloads
en route to finishing
as the top shooter
among women during 
the sporting clays 
tournament. 

Joe Froetschel flashes a smile as 
gunsmoke rises from his shotgun
while he unloads spent shells.
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PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

Cheers! Dan McIntyre and R. Kevin Brown each raise a glass during the microbrew
beer tasting program on the second day of the conference.

Microbrew Tasting

Held in the rustic
Seven Ten Bistro
at Seven Springs,
the tasting offered
conference-goers
a break from CLE
programming and
a lesson in how
brewers can vary
their product. 

Each table was set with two buckets of suds, and attendees
sampled each and noted the differences – some subtle,
some not – between them.

Alicia Slade of event sponsor Plummer Slade enjoys the
beer-tasting with her husband, attorney Douglas Sughrue,
and Matt Appleton of Plummer Slade.
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

After a full day of CLE programming on the second day of Bench-Bar, Beth Fischman and
Sarah Flasher relax by the pool during a pre-dinner reception.

Pool Reception

Emily Kinkead, Ken Hager and Christy Kobus were
among those who stopped by the resort pool before 
Friday night’s dinner.

There are plenty of University of
Pittsburgh School of Law Class of ’89
grads in this group, featuring, from
left: Harvey Robins, Steve Schain,
Michael Murphy, Rebecca Murphy,
Barbara Reilly and Tom Reilly.

Dave Ramsey, Verdell Dean, Barbara Ramsey, and Audrey Rasmusson
pose for a group photo.

Cristian Minor, Morgan Moody, Regina Wilson, Genevieve Redd and
Emily Kinkead enjoyed the perfect weather during the cocktail reception.

It’s fun in the sun for Christopher
Borsani, Andria Voelker and 
Jay Voelker, left.

Even an elevator ride can trigger
smiles as attendees enjoy the 
collegial atmosphere at the
Bench-Bar Conference. Leslie
Dutchcot, John Whipkey and
Nicholas Fiske, right, grin for the 
camera en route to the poolside
reception.



Page 14 / July 6, 2018

Bench-Bar CLE Programs
PHOTO BY BRIAN KNAVISH

Attorneys from a handful of regional universities discuss Title IX during the
Homer S. Brown Division CLE at the Bench-Bar Conference. From left are
moderator Ron Jones, Jennifer Fink of Duquesne University, Pamela 
Connelly of University of Pittsburgh, Elizabeth Rosemeyer of Point Park
University and Imogene Cathey of Seton Hill University.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

During the Criminal Litigation Section’s “Defending Drug DUIs in the
Fog of Medical Marijuana,” Douglas Sughrue, Lyle Dresbold, Patrick
Nightingale and Brandon Keller explain the lack of a legal limit to
qualify for a drug DUI for those who take medical marijuana.

PHOTO BY BRIAN KNAVISH

Laurie Besden,
executive director
of Lawyers 
Concerned for
Lawyers, discusses
the startling and
sobering statistics
about addiction,
suicide and
depression in the
legal community.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Nicholas Fiske says
that at some point
real estate owners will
have to consider the
space requirements of
single-occupancy stalls
in unisex restrooms.
“Rights are rights,” he
said during the Real
Property Section’s
“Gender Identity and
Public Restrooms:
The Burgeoning Battle
Over Bathroom 
Building” CLE.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Tricia Sorg, right, speaks during the Family
Law Section’s “Alimony Without the
Deduction: What Now?” Also pictured,
from left, are Sophia Paul and the Hon.
Susan Evashavik DiLucente.
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PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Stephanie Libhart of the Pennsylvania IOLTA Board
discusses how cuts in funding are changing the 
landscape of pro bono services in the Pittsburgh region
during the “Legal Aid 101: How Lawyers Provide Free
Civil Legal Services in Allegheny County” CLE.

Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 2,000 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 38 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

• Five years (2014-2018) Super Lawyers Selection

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

Bench-Bar CLE Programs

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Irene Bizzoso, prothonotary of the state Supreme Court,
discusses how to set up a case for appeal during its
earliest stages during the Appellate Practice Committee’s
“Appealing to Court’s Discretion – Motions, Petitions
and Applications in the Appellate Courts” program.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Judge Christine Ward, Gregory Vose, Stefan Dann and McArdle “Mac” Booker speak
about Allegheny County’s status as a safe haven for Pennsylvania name changes during
the LGBT Rights Committee’s “A Name is an Identity: The Name Change Process and
Vulnerable Communities in Allegheny County” program.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Judge Cathy Bissoon
explains how the #MeToo
movement is impacting what
she’s seeing on the bench in
the Western District of 
Pennsylvania. Joining Bissoon
for the Federal Court Section’s
“A Judicial Perspective: 
Current Issues and Federal
Guidance” program were
Mariah Passarelli, Kezia O.L.
Taylor and judges Lisa Pupo
Lenihan, Nora Barry Fischer
and Joy Flowers Conti.
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Gripping her winnings – tickets that would be entered into Saturday
morning’s door prize raffles – Kim Bodnar shows her enthusiasm for the
conference with Terese Connerton.

Monte Carlo / Studio 54
Aerialist Kelsey Keller, a member of Iron City Aerial, entertains the
crowd at the Studio 54 Monte Carlo night during her gymnastic routine.

Candice Cain and Terri Cooper take advantage of the props that
were provided at the selfie station.

John E. Becker, John F. Becker and Steve Schain enjoy the camaraderie at
the conference.

Chuck De Monaco and Pauline Calabrese dance through the soul train.

L a d i e s
dance! At
the DJ’s
prompting,
many of the
women in
attendance
headed to
the dance
floor for a
song. 

Elizabeth Hughes and Judge Kim Berkeley Clark smile for the camera.

Do we have
a Peter
Frampton
sighting or
is someone
having fun
with the
props from
the selfie
station?
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PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Steven Schain, Beverly Block, Patrick Nightingale and Elizabeth Hughes
pause for a photo after their presentation on medical marijuana at
the Keynote Remix CLE at the Bench-Bar Conference.

Keynote Remix

During the Friday 
CLE program, presenter
Patrick Nightingale, left,
gave an impassioned
speech on the state of
medical marijuana law in
Pennsylvania and across
the country.

Beverly Block, right, 
discusses employment-
related questions that
companies and workers
face in a state where 
medical marijuana is
newly legal.

A crowd filled the ballroom at Seven Springs for the Keynote Remix on “The
Highs and Lows of Medical Marijuana – Ethical Perspectives and Pitfalls.”
Three speakers addressed the audience on different facets of medical 
marijuana during the TED Talks-inspired presentation.

Steven Schain discusses the business of medical and adult-
use marijuana; noting that no one discusses “recreation 
alcohol use,” he said he and his colleagues prefer the phrase
“adult-use” to “recreational.” Because federal regulations
prohibit banks from doing business with the state-legal 
marijuana operations, industry transactions are cash-heavy.



Page 18 / July 6, 2018

LOCAL. EXPERIENCED. TRUSTED.

Your Financial Partner for Life.

Investment products are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed by the bank, may lose value,  
are not a bank deposit and are not insured by any federal government agency.

1-800-837-2265, ext. 5191

Serving clients since 1901.

PITTSBURGH 
United Steelworkers Building 

60 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 100, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

WILKINS TWP. 
(Monroeville) 

201 Penn Center Boulevard
Suite 200, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Bench-Bar CLE Programs
PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Patricia Diulus-Myers moderates the Labor and Employment
Law Section’s “Effective Tactics and Challenges for Winning
Employment Jury Trials” program. Nikki Velisaris Lykos,
right, explained the necessity of practicing using technology
before going into the courtroom, rather than show up and
being unable to use it at a trial.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Alka Patel, chair of the ACBA Women in the Law Division, discusses the services
available – including access to the ACBA’s gender-bias duty officers – to members
experiencing discrimination. Attendees of the WLD’s “But What Can I Do? I’m Just
a [Insert Job Title Here]... Promoting Professionalism in the Legal Community” 
program were provided a variety of strategies for addressing inappropriate behavior
and harassment.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Erica Wilson, Jeremy Engle and Jared Butcher speak on the panel
at “Blockchain’s Implications for Lawyers – It’s More Than Bitcoin.”
Wilson explains how the blockchain is not cryptocurrency, it’s
more like a protocol – and bitcoin was just its first application.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Ray Vogliano, Dan
Seibel, Richard Brok,
Timothy Thurman and
Tom Dempsey Jr. packed
a lot of information into
the Probate & Trust Law
Section’s CLE. They 
covered current issues
such as guardianship
rule changes, estate and
trust taxation and the
court’s public-access
policy.
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

ADR in the Year 2030 – No Longer Alternative and 
Transforming the Practice of Law  
1 Ethics credit

Allegheny County Discovery and Complex Court – 
2017 Update 
1 Substantive credit

An Examination of Federal Tax Reform  
1 Substantive credit

Man’s Best Friend: Fitting Fido into Public Places   
1 Substantive credit

Sex with Clients   
1 Ethics credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Calling Balls and Strikes: ADA Title III and the 
Accessible Design of PNC Park  
Tuesday, July 10  |  5:30 p.m.  |  PNC Park Press Room
1 Substantive credit

Demonstrating Your Value and Learning to 
Command a Room  
Wednesday, July 11  |  Noon  |  Union Trust Building
2 Substantive credits

Bridge the Gap 
Wednesday, July 18  |  9 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 
4 Ethics credits

      School Safety: Proactive Interventions, 
      Discipline and Law Enforcement 
       Thursday, July 19  |  11 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 
          CJE credit  |  1 Substantive credit

Solicitors and their Relationships with 
Boards and Administration
Thursday, July 19  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit

Pre-Trial to Supreme Court: 
An Examination of the Criminal Appellate Process 
Thursday, July 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits and 1 Ethics credit

Nursing the Wound: The Ethics of Disability 
Management in Workers’ Compensation 
Thursday, August 2  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Stuck in Dependence: 
The H-4 Visa and its Limitations 
Thursday, August 16  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Anti-LGBT Bias in Jury Selection 
Wednesday, August 22  |  4 p.m.  |  Dickie McCamey & Chilcote 
1.5 Ethics credit

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Air Sampling and Analysis 
Thursday, September 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Trouble with Trust Accounting 
Friday, November 9  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

 Thank you to all that attended
and made this year’s

ACBA Bench-Bar Conference
a huge success!
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News and Notes
Joseph C. Romano has been

appointed to the Disciplinary Board of
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, to
serve a three-year term as a hearing
committee member for District IV. His
appointment took effect on July 1.
There are 150 hearing committee
members throughout the state who
conduct hearings and act as a formal
reviewing body to determine if a case
might require discipline. Romano is
an attorney at Burns White.

People on 
the Move

Christian E.
Stoffan has joined
Sherrard, German
& Kelly, P.C., as a
member of the
firm’s real estate,
financial and cor-
porate services
groups. He advises
clients regarding a
variety of real

Christian E.
Stoffan

estate transactional matters and 
related corporate issues. He has 
experience representing landlords
and tenants in commercial leasing
matters, buyers and sellers of real
property and lenders and borrowers
in financing transactions. Stoffan also
assists with due diligence matters and
investigating title issues relating to
corporate and real estate transactions.

Nathan C. Miller has joined Lovett
Bookman Harmon Marks LLP as an
associate. He has nearly four years of
experience counseling and advising
clients on estate planning; estate and
trust administration; and probate,
trust and fiduciary litigation.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Louis Francis
Caputo has been suspended on 
consent from the practice of law in the
Bar of this Commonwealth for a 
period of one year retroactive to 
Dec. 17, 2017. The suspension took
effect on June 11. 

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

MEDICARE/MEDICAID
LIEN RESOLUTIONS

SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare/Medicaid Secondary Payer Statutes. 
Personalized service and expertise you can trust. 
412-302-8880; smason@firstreviewinc.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Experience. Responsiveness. Attention.

305 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard, Suite 205
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15234
412.571.9552 office
acornelius@ajciplaw.com

RESULTS
Andrew J. Cornelius, P.C.  |  Intellectual Property Law

If you have an idea for an article,
please contact Brian Estadt at
bestadt@acba.org or 412-402-6682.

ARTICLES
WANTED

YLD Reception
PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

A group of past YLD chairs joins new Chair Lacee Ecker in the YLD 
hospitality suite after the passing of the gavel. In front, from left, are 
Jeffrey Pollock, Hal Coffey, Laura Bunting and Corinne McGinley Smith.
In back are Jim Creenan, Ken Horoho, Julie Colton, Regina Wilson,
Ecker and Joe Williams.

Ecker; Smith, who now is the division’s immediate past chair; Bunting
and Chair-Elect Andrew Rothey pose for a photo to commemorate the
changing of the guard during the YLD reception at the conference.

Need clients?
The Lawyer Referral Service
can help bring them to you.
For details, contact Whitney Hughes

at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org.
To learn more, see getapittsburghlawyer.com.
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