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54th Annual Bench-Bar delivers
By Tracy Carbasho

WWith two full days of educational
programming, a captivating
keynote speaker, networking

opportunities, sporting events,
entertainment and plenty of food to
delight even the most finicky palate,
the 54th Bench-Bar Conference was a
whirlwind of activity.

Held at Seven Springs Mountain
Resort, the ACBA’s premiere event packed
in a lot of professional-development
opportunities and then rounded out
the schedule with a variety of social
events. Indeed, the program offered
so much that first-time attendees
might have found themselves wishing
they’d worn more-comfortable shoes
as they moved from event to event.

The nationally recognized conference
began with a morning of golf on June
16 and concluded with breakfast, closing
remarks and the door-prize drawing
on June 18. In between, there were 16
Continuing Legal Education programs
that covered a wide range of topics.

One noticeable new feature this
year was the improved visual and
audio equipment that was used during
the popular Wake Up with the Judges
event and the keynote address by
author Laurence Leamer. The use of
large video screens and an upgraded
sound system provided participants
with a better experience befitting a
conference of this caliber.

Erica Laughlin chaired the sub-
committee that was responsible for
selecting the keynote speaker, so she
admits being a bit biased when saying
that the presentation by Leamer was
her favorite part of the conference.
Leamer discussed his new book, The
Lynching, and the prevalence of
racism today.

“Mr. Leamer’s book provides a
fascinating glimpse at how powerful

the legal system can be to address
these wrongs and see justice served,”
Laughlin said. “Most people associate
justice with criminal punishment, but
the use of the civil system to bankrupt
a hate organization and cut it off at its
source was such a powerful and
effective legal strategy. It should serve
as an example that as practitioners we
need to think creatively and constantly
challenge ourselves in how best to
approach our cases.”

Michele Greenway, director of
membership and CLE, said 660 people –
including 40 first-time participants –
attended the entire conference. Atten-
dees could choose to earn up to eight
hours of CLE credit from the programs
that ACBA divisions, sections and
committees organized. A total of 454
people took part in the CLE programs,
with the most well-attended being

Leamer’s presentation, a follow-up
panel discussion moderated by
University of Pittsburgh Law School
Dean William Carter Jr., and the Wake
Up with the Judges program.

“It was wonderful to observe the
interaction between the bench and the
bar during the entire conference,”
Greenway said. “The quality program-
ming by the Bench-Bar Committee
and our members was very impressive.”

Conferences of this size don’t just
happen. As soon as the 2015 Bench-
Bar wrapped up, organizers set their
sights on this year’s event.

“Conference planning is a 12-month
process that involves the entire
Bench-Bar Committee and our internal
staff,” Greenway said.

Immediately after this year’s
conference was over, organizers met
with Seven Springs staff to evaluate the

event and begin making plans to ensure
2017 is even better. Among those in that
meeting was Laughlin, who served as
vice chair and will chair the event next
year. She said organizers try to strike
the right mix of tried-and-true elements
and new offerings.

“One challenge with the conference
is avoiding the Groundhog Day effect
in having the same schedule and the
same menu for our events year after
year. It’s a delicate balance between
what people have enjoyed for many
years and how we can shake things up
to make it even better,” Laughlin said.
“Without giving away any secrets, you
can look forward to some new events
and changes next year that we hope
our attendees will love.”

ACBA Executive Director David
Blaner credited Greenway for her efforts
in ensuring the success of the conference,
especially since this was her first time
helping with the rigorous planning.

“Michele did a great job organizing
her first Bench-Bar,” Blaner said.
“Improvements such as the big
screens enhanced the experience while
maintaining the conference’s character.”

Robert Racunas, chair of this year’s
conference, said he was especially
pleased with the attendance figures,
given that the conference took
place while the Professional Golfers’
Association of America was in town.

“I thought the turnout was great,
particularly with the competition from
the U.S. Open at Oakmont this year,”
Racunas said. “My favorite part of
this year’s conference was the same
as it is every year. It is having the
chance to speak with colleagues and
judges in a relaxed setting. I thought
the Wake Up With the Judges session
went particularly well with the
addition of overhead video screens

John F. Becker wins Amram Award
By Tracy Carbasho

John F. Becker has been
attending the ACBA Bench-
Bar Conference since 1973,
but in a strange twist of fate,
he almost missed his name
being called as this year’s
winner of the prestigious
Amram Award.

“While we were having
lunch, I remembered that I
had forgotten one of my pills
that I needed to take and I
was going to go back to my
room to get it,” he said. “But
my son told me to wait a
little while, and I’m glad I
did. I was very surprised
when they called my name.”

Conference coordinators
and committee members
who select the winner each
year work very hard to
maintain the secrecy of the
recipient until the moment
the person’s name is
announced during a special
luncheon. They typically
inform someone close to the

winner to make sure the
person attends, but they
never specify why.

In this instance, Becker’s
son, John E., had been told to

ensure that his dad attended
the luncheon, but he wasn’t
told why. Becker and his son
practice together at the firm
of Becker & Becker.

“The award has an even
more special meaning to me
because I knew Mr. Amram
and many of the previous
award winners,” Becker
said. “It’s an honor to receive
an award named after a man
who tried cases at The
Hague before the World
Court and to be included on
a list with so many other
distinguished winners.”

The award honors
those who epitomize 
professional excellence and
who have demonstrated a
significant commitment to the
ideals of the bar association
and the betterment of the
greater community. Recipients
must have practiced law at
least 12 years, be a member
in good standing of the
ACBA, be supportive and
active in the Bench-Bar
Conference, demonstrate
professional excellence in
the practice of law and 

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Appearing on one of four large video screens in the Grand Ballroom,
Judge Jeffrey Manning gestures during the Wake Up with the
Judges program.

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 11

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

John F. Becker poses with his son, John E. Becker,
and the Amram Award during a pre-dinner reception.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995
Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434
Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee

“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee

Members to answer ethical questions by

telephone on a daily basis.

July
Nick S. Fisfis ..........................412-396-6289
Bruce Herschlag ....................412-442-4262
Gregory Monaco......................412-288-4000

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101
Christine Long ........................412-471-8822
William J. McKim ..................412-736-2672
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The Borough of Edgeworth Shade Tree Commission and the Borough of Edgeworth, Hertzberg, J. .................................................Page 181
Real Estate-General—Shade Tree Ordinance—Additional Testimony by Court—Criteria in Ordinance—Weight of Evidence

Shade Tree Commission erred by not issuing permit to remove trees in Borough right of way.
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PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

Above, Mary McKinney stretches back
during the Friday morning yoga
workout. Led by attorney and yoga
instructor Lisa Standish, participants
flowed through positions such as tree
pose (top right), bow pose (right) and a
wide-legged bend (far right).

Bench-Bar Yoga
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

A call for work-life balance, change, mentoring
Melaine Shannon Rothey

delivered the following remarks
after she was installed as ACBA
president during the Passing of
the Gavel ceremony at the
Bench-Bar Conference.

By Melaine Shannon
Rothey

Good afternoon – thank you
for joining me at the 54th
Annual Bench-Bar Conference.

During the past year, I have
had the very rewarding
opportunity to learn the ins
and outs of the ACBA from
Dave Blaner, Mark Martini
and Jim Creenan. Fortunately,
we share a common love for
this association, and we are
committed to not only sustaining
it but nurturing it to ensure
that it maintains its impeccable
national reputation. 

To Jim – I wish you the best
as you pursue your leadership
role in the Westmoreland
County Chamber of Commerce,
but do not change your cell
phone number because I still
have it listed in my “Favorites.” 

To Mark – As I follow in
your footsteps, I can only hope
that my year will be as
successful as yours has been.
You have taught me to make
sure to look at the bigger
picture and evaluate how a

difficult issue or request will
affect both the organization as
a whole and the members as
individuals. I intend to continue
to foster the projects that you
started, in particular the
Emerging Issues Subcommittee,
which will guarantee that our
association remains relevant
in today’s world. 

To Dave – Hold on, you are
not going anywhere. I look
forward to another year of
relying on your knowledge not
only of local issues but of
national trends so that the
ACBA continues to meet the
needs of our diverse members
via publications, topical CLEs,
insurance offerings, the Lawyer

Referral Service and a wide
variety of divisions, sections
and committees. 

Please take a minute at the
end of lunch to stop and meet
my family. Beginning with my
wife, Gretchen, who has put up
with me for over 20 years,
which my friends would tell
you entitles her to sainthood.
My daughter, Amanda, and her
husband, Bob. My son Andrew,
who is a member of the ACBA.
My son Aaron, who will be
attending the Ohio State law
school in the fall. His fiancée,
Kristin, is home studying for
the July bar exam. But most
importantly, the light of my
life – my grandchildren, Nola
and Alex. 

Last year, when I was visiting
family in Williamsburg, Va., I
found a book entitled “George
Washington’s Rules of Civility
and Decent Behavior in
Company and Conversation.”
As our Supreme Court has
enacted the Rules of Civility, I
picked up the book to leaf
through it. According to the
opening, when he was 14 years
old, George Washington wrote
down 110 rules that he extracted
from a French book of maxims
that were intended to “polish
manners, keep alive the best
affections of the heart, impress
the obligation of moral virtues,
teach how to treat each other

in social relations, and above
all, inculcate the practice of a
perfect self-control.” Thinking
that these are rules that we all
should follow daily, I purchased
the book. As I read the rules, I
decided that I would begin
each meeting of the Board of
Governors by reading one of
the rules. So, I have chosen a
few to read that are appropriate
for the Bench-Bar Conference: 

• No. 2 – When in company,
put not your hands to any
part of the body, not usually
discovered; 

• No. 7 – Put not off your
clothes in the presence of
others, nor go out your
chamber half dressed; and 

• No. 100 – Cleanse not your
teeth with the table cloth,
napkin, fork, or knife; but if
others do it, let it be done with
a pick tooth. 

In 2016, our profession
finds itself in a rather unique
situation. We have four gener-
ations of lawyers in active
practice today. We have the
Silent Generation, many of
whom are members of our 50-
and 60-year practitioners. We
have my generation – the Baby
Boomers. We have the Gen X-ers,
and we have the Millennials – the
generation of my children. We
even have a few members

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Continued on page 7

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

With the passing of the gavel, Mark Martini becomes
immediate past-president of the ACBA and Melaine
Shannon Rothey’s year as president begins.
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PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Mike Gaetani, Ryan Breen, Kevin Eddy, Mark Hamilton, Justin Delecki and Jim
Creenan take a break for a photo.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Ryan McNeely, Kent Hornbrook, Chris Inman, Jessica Ziemski,
Mike Muha and Cassidy Neal gather for a group shot.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

Even though a light rain interrupted action for
about 15 minutes, the 100-plus ACBA members
who participated in the golf outing enjoyed starting
the conference by playing 18.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

With his teammates looking on, Ryan McNeely kicks off his round of golf with a long drive on
the first hole.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

With “Helen” armbands that honor the memory of
longtime golf partner Helen Lynch, the team of
Gary Scoulos, Betty Minnotte, Howard Schulberg
and Dorie and Regis Schnippert pause on the
green for a team photo.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Kim Bodnar, Andy Gornall, John Bench, Andrew
Rothey and Albert Veverka placed second overall
in the tournament. Rothey registered the longest
straightest drive of the day for the men on the
18th hole.

PHOTO BY HEATHER SCHMIDT BRESNAHAN

From left, Jonathan Voelker, Kirk Burkley,
the Hon. Cathleen Bubash, Brian Rosinski,
Elizabeth Hughes and Heather Schmidt
Bresnahan pose for a golf course selfie.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

About to tee off at the third hole are Beth
Williams, Kurt Mulzet, Mariah Passarelli and
Linda King.

Getting into the swing of things
The first day of the Bench-Bar Conference opened with the traditional golf outing, and the weather for

the most part cooperated by limiting itself to a short-lived, late-morning storm. More than 100 ACBA
members got into the swing of things as 19 teams played the par-71 Seven Springs golf course.

Taking first-place honors was the team of Jonathan Ehret, R. Douglas Klaber, Robert Loch, Mark
Martini, Dennis Mulvihill and Daniel Rivetti. The second-place team was made up of John Bench,
Andrew Rothey, Albert Veverka, Michaelene Weimer, Kim Bodnar and Andy Gornall.

The first-place mixed team consisted of Robert Campadel, Lisa Lenihan, John Myers, Sanford
Harvey, Cynthia Moore and Diane McMillen.

Dan Fitzsimmons, Bob Andrews, Betty Minnotte and Paul Robinson took home closest-to-the-pin
honors. Andrews joined Gary Ogg in earning longest-putt distinction.

In the longest-straightest drive category, Mulvihill, Minnotte, Rothey and Stephanie Solomon stood out
from the field. n
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and the improved sound system. The
program committee did an outstanding
job planning all of the sessions and
assembling the panels.”

Racunas attended his first conference
in 1981 and has missed only two due to
family obligations. Though there have
been years when the weather was less
than ideal, he stressed that the conference
programs always is top-notch.

So are the meals.
“There is always a variety of delicious

food offerings,” Racunas said. “I have
described the meals as being on a cruise
ship in the mountains. My personal
favorite is the grilled, soft-shell crabs
served at the Thursday reception.”

The Thursday reception is a
favorite for many attendees, especially
those who like to unwind on the dance
floor. Laughlin finds it hard to resist a
good beat. 

“There is something about seeing
a skilled opponent let loose on the
dance floor to a song you’d never
expect or a judge doing the cupid
shuffle. Those are great examples of
how at the end of the day, we’re all
just people who need to relax a 
little,” Laughlin said. “Those are the
experiences that you can get at the
conference that you won’t get 
anywhere else, and after throwing
down on the dance floor with opposing
counsel, maybe it will be a little
easier to get that discovery you’ve
been after.”

ACBA President-Elect Hal Coffey
has attended Bench-Bar for 10 years.
This year, he organized the bowling
tournament, and he said he particularly
enjoyed what he described as the
“tornado of energy and quick lines”
from comedian Greg Hahn.

54TH ANNUAL BENCH-BAR  
continued from front cover

He also got to glimpse his future
when outgoing ACBA President Mark
Martini passed the gavel to new
President Melaine Shannon Rothey.
The passing of the gavel is a long-time
conference tradition, and it will be passed
to Coffey at next year’s conference.

Stanley Stein, who has attended
Bench-Bar since 1968, has made many
connections with lawyers and judges
that have been beneficial in his prac-
tice over the years. He used to serve
as assistant executive director of the
ACBA and played a role in coordinating
the conference. 

Stein is especially fond of the pre-dinner
receptions that provide an opportunity
to interact with lawyers and judges. He
urges young lawyers to attend.

“They will never have the opportunity
that the Bench-Bar Conference offers
to meet and interact on an informal
basis with other lawyers and particularly

judges before whom they will appear,”
Stein said.      

Elizabeth Hughes, an associate at
Raphael, Ramsden & Behers, has attended
the conference for 10 years. Over the
years, Hughes has made valuable
friendships at the conference. For
instance, she first met Mary Sue
Ramsden at the conference via their
mutual love of karaoke, and that
eventually lead to Ramsden bringing her
into Raphael, Ramsden & Behers P.C.

This year, Hughes took advantage
of as many of the offerings as possible.
She earned five CLE credits, enjoyed
Hahn's comedy act, met several first-time
attendees and participated in the golf
tournament as part of Team Awesome.

“We definitely did not win, but
finished, I believe, in a respectable
fourth place,” Hughes said. “I surely
did not live up to our team name with
my suspect golf skills.” n

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Lori McMaster was among the attendees eager to talk to keynote speaker
Laurence Leamer as he signed copies of his book.

Special Thanks to the
Following Bench-Bar
Conference Sponsors

DIAMOND

LANYARD

WELCOME

PLATINUM

A F F I N I T Y

A F F I N I T Y

SM
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Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

With Luke Sizemore and Abagale Steidl looking on, Chief Judge Jeffrey
Deller discusses how bankruptcy can interfere with lawsuits and
contractual relationships.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

With 16 CLEs available throughout the conference, attendees had a variety of options for professional development. The Civil Litigation Section
program featured Tony Thompson and judges Christine Ward, Ronald Folino, Jeffrey Manning and Lisa Pupo Lenihan.

The large crowd listens intently to the HSBD-organized “Behind the
Scenes of a Civil Rights Investigation” program.

Bench-Bar CLEs
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from the Greatest Generation. The
members of each of these generations
are convinced that they have not only all
of the answers but all of the right answers. 

The Silent Generation – called that
because children were to be seen, but
not heard – grew up in the ’30s and
’40s prior to the end of the war. They
lived through the Depression, the end
of Prohibition, the bombing of Pearl
Harbor through the German surrender
to the Allies, and the dropping of the
A-Bomb. They tend to be traditionalists,
conformists and team players. 

The Baby Boomers were born after
World War II through the early ’60s.
Our lives were affected by the civil
rights movement, the women’s
movement, the assassinations of JFK
and MLK, the Vietnam War, the Beatles,
Motown and a man walking on the
moon. Boomers tend to be experimental
and individualistic but free-spirited
and oriented toward social causes. 

The Gen-Xers were born from the
mid-1960s through about 1980. They
saw the emergence of MTV, 18-year-
olds getting the right to vote, Watergate,
the birth of Microsoft, the bicentennial,
the death of Elvis and John Lennon
and the launch of Fox Broadcasting –
thanks? Although they tend to be highly
educated, they were the first generation
to experience a lesser quality of life
than the previous generation. 

Finally, the Millennials were born
between the early 1980s and 2000.
They experienced Reaganomics,
minivans, Live Aid and Farm Aid, the
fall of the Berlin Wall, the rise of the
internet, “Don’t ask, don’t tell,”
Columbine, Y2K and 9/11. They are
considered to be confident and tolerant,
although with a strong sense of
entitlement and increasing narcissism. 

So, how do these four generations,
each with distinct characteristics, work
together to further our profession?

I have a few suggestions: 
First, we must discuss work-life

balance. I believe that it is essential

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page 3

for good mental health to consciously
“check out” of the office. The line
between work and home is seriously
blurred. We do not have jobs that stay
at work. We bring our jobs home with
us every evening, every weekend and
usually on vacation. As we all have
cell phones, PDAs, iPads, tablets, etc.,
we feel compelled to constantly check
our email. Somehow, we – and our
parents and grandparents and great
grandparents – survived without checking
email three times every hour. For our
own sanity, I suggest that we give
ourselves a break. Dare I say – “turn
the phone off in the evening or on the
weekend?” “Blasphemy,” you say. OK.
How about if you only check your
email once each evening and maybe
twice on the weekend or vacation?
Give it a shot – I guarantee that your
family will thank you. 

Second, we must discuss change.
Just because we walked to and from
school every day three miles uphill
both ways does not mean that the next
generation has to do the same thing.
Change is not a bad thing. Just
because we “always did it this way”

does not mean that we should not try a
new way to do things – if you still want
to dictate your motions or your briefs,
that is fine, if you can find an assistant
that knows how to use a Dictaphone –
but remember that it is OK for your
young associates to draft everything at
the computer, which they started using
in elementary school, or to network in
from home. They are adults with a law
degree. You should be able to trust
them to do their work and meet their
deadlines even if they are not physically
in the office. We grew up with abacuses
and dial telephones, they grew up with
iPads and cell phones. They cannot
move backward to find us. We must
move forward. We must adapt, and,
yes, we must change. 

Third, let’s mentor each other. To
the Silent Generation and the
Boomers, be patient with the
young’uns. They really do want to
learn. Don’t throw them in the deep
water and tell them to swim. Wade
into the kiddie pool with them, hold
their hand and demonstrate each
stroke carefully and repeatedly. They
will catch on and will probably

improve upon the technique. Gen-
Xers and Millennials, be patient with
us. We are not trying to make you
crazy. We are just resistant to change.
We would be happy using carbon
paper and IBM Selectric typewriters
— not that you even understand those
references. As we kick and scream,
take our hand and show us how to
format the document or fix our own
cell phone. Don’t just click, click, click
and hand it back to us “good as new.”
If you do, we will be in your office 10
minutes later with the same problem. 

Finally, my close friends know that
I love children’s literature. As I read
to my children and now read to my
grandchildren, I am always fascinated by
the lessons to be learned from children’s
authors. So, I will finish with one of
my favorite Judith Viorst poems: 

IF I WERE IN CHARGE OF
THE WORLD
If I were in charge of the world
I’d cancel oatmeal,
Monday mornings,
Allergy shots, and also
Sara Steinberg.

If I were in charge of the world
There’d be brighter night lights,
Healthier hamsters, and
Basketball baskets forty-eight
inches lower.

If I were in charge of the world
You wouldn’t have lonely.
You wouldn’t have clean.
You wouldn’t have bedtimes.
Or “Don’t push your sister”.
You wouldn’t even have sisters.

If I were in charge of the world
A chocolate sundae with
whipped cream and
Nuts would be a vegetable.
All 007 movies would be G.
And a person who sometimes
forgot to brush,
And sometimes forgot to flush,
Would still be allowed to be
In charge of the world. n

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

ACBA President Melaine Shannon Rothey was delighted to have her
family on hand for the annual Passing of the Gavel ceremony during
Bench-Bar’s Friday luncheon.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Harry Klodowski hits a “rabbit” sporting clay – one that is
quickly rolled on edge along the ground

Sporting Clays

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

Twenty-one ACBA members took aim at the Seven Springs sporting clays course on
the first day of Bench-Bar, and Joseph Gaydos proved to be the sharpest shoot with
the highest overall score of 95. Harry Klodowski and Joseph Froetschel won
first- and second-place men’s honors, respectively, and Sara Flasher and Marla
Presley took first- and second-place in the ladies division.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

A spent shell sails through the air as Judge Timothy Patrick O’Reilly watches a clay
target shatter into pieces on the Seven Springs sporting clays course.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Posing at one of the stages of the course are, from left,
Timothy Gricks, Kyle Gricks, Sabrina Korbel, Lisa Standish,
a Seven Springs shooting instructor and Daniel McIntyre.
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Comedian Greg Hahn – “Litigation!” –
had the crowd gasping for air between
laughs during his high-energy routine. 

Monte Carlo participants exchanged their
winnings for tickets for raffle prizes.

A roving magician entertains ACBA web and multimedia
specialist Jocelin Herstek and Erin Rhodes of the ACBF.

Brad Korinski and Sara Flasher show off the first-place
plaques they won during the bowling tournament. 

Bench-Bar

Judge Michael Marmo celebrates a strike by high-fiving Judge Arnold Klein, his
colleague on the Fifth Judicial District bench.
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Employment
Where

Meets The Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients with 
advice, counseling and representation 
in all aspects of employment law.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

Playing the role of Judge Windy Moonbeam, Christine Gale adds some laughs to the Family Law
Section’s CLE. Though the topic was serious, the CLE borrowed the format of The Dating Game.

Laurie Besden, executive director of Lawyers
Concerned for Lawyers of Pennsylvania,
shares her story of addiction during a CLE on
services available to lawyers and judges.

Bench-Bar

Sydney Normil is all smiles as she receives her door prize on the final
morning of the conference.

Sister Mary Traupman excitedly collects her door prize of a six-piece set
of bakeware.
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CLE Scenes

PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

Judge Beth Lazzara provides an overview of the
Mental Health Court at the Criminal Litigation
Section/Criminal Division program.

Judge Christine Ward makes a point during the program
on expected changes in the Civil Division.

Judge Lawrence O’Toole, Charles Avalli and Tom Dempsey have a chuckle during the
Probate and Trust Law Section’s program on new Orphans’ Court rules.

McKean Evans responds to a point made during the “Unethical Conduct in the Pennsylvania
Government – No Joking Matter” panel discussion organized by the Women in the Law Division.

provide outstanding service to 
the community.

One look at Becker’s biography or a
brief conversation with any of his
friends quickly reveals that he far
exceeds the qualifications needed to
win this particular honor.

“John has earned the respect of the
bar by practicing with competency
and civility,” said Robert Racunas,
executive director of the Neighbor-
hood Legal Services Association and
chair of the 2016 conference. “He is a
former conference chair and has been
a valuable contributor to our Bench-
Bar for decades.”

Becker practiced personal injury
law at Sikov and Love for 30 years, has
been a member of the Bench-Bar
Conference Committee since 1985,
continues to serve on several ACBA
committees, is a past president of the
Western Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers
Association, is a long-time member of
the Allegheny County Academy of Trial
Lawyers and served the community
for two decades as chair of the Zoning
Hearing Board in Green Tree. 

Friends who have known him for a
lifetime say he is more than deserving
of the Amram Award.

“John’s natural attributes, both
personally and professionally, make
him a model adult ‘boy scout’ because
he is trustworthy, loyal, helpful,
courteous and friendly,” said Charles
Evans, a partner at Meyers Evans

AMRAM WINNER 
continued from front cover

Lupetin & Unatin who has known
Becker for more than four decades.
“John used to say he would retire at
age 55, but here he is still going
strong at 70-plus. He is dependable
and persistent.”

At age 72, Becker said his priorities
have changed as he has gotten older
and his son going into practice with
him in 2004 had an impact on him. 

“When I practiced with Seymour
Sikov, he always said you should
enjoy the practice of law by working
hard but also by taking time away
from the practice to travel and live a
well-rounded life,” he said. “As long
as I can do a decent job for my
clients and derive enjoyment 
from the practice, it is worthwhile
and satisfying.”

Attorney William Goyette met
Becker in high school back in 1958,
and they have remained good friends
since then. 

“John epitomizes the ‘gentleman
lawyer.’ He is as honest and straight-
forward as anyone and treats clients
with deep respect,” Goyette said.
“Integrity is the one word that fits
him perfectly.”

Becker is known for his integrity
and competency throughout the local
and state legal communities. However,
he didn’t start out wanting to be an
attorney. In fact, he entered college as
a chemistry major and earned a
degree in history from the University
of Notre Dame before deciding he
wanted to become a lawyer.

Both his father and his uncle had
earned law degrees, although his
father did not practice law. 

“My dad and I used to watch the
Perry Mason show, and when I told
him I wanted to be a lawyer, he
thought it was a good idea,” Becker
recalls, joking that his dad, his uncle
and Perry Mason influenced him to go
to law school. He received his law
degree in 1968 from the St. John’s
University Law School in New York.

“During my career, I’ve learned
that you can’t be all things to all
people. The only thing you can do is
give it your very best because no one
is perfect.” n

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Flanked by Craig Simpson and Bench-Bar Chair Robert Racunas, John
F. Becker poses with the Amram Award plaque.

Integrity is the one word that fits
him perfectly.         – William Goyette“

”
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ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.
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TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 
(412) 921-4046. Visit us on our website,
www.empireinv.com.

METRO PROCESS SERVICE – 412-944-8601.
412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Carole Katz helps businesses and people resolve conflicts in 
less time, at a lower cost, and through processes that give 
parties and their lawyers more control over the outcome.

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation
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• Approved Panels & Rosters:  

    – US District Court for the 
      Western District of PA 

         • Mediator, Early Neutral  
         Evaluator, Arbitrator

         • Bankruptcy Court Mediator

         • eDiscovery Special Master,       
               eMediator   
    – AAA Mediator and Arbitrator
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•  Seasoned Former Executive of 
 Fortune 500 Company 
• Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer 
 and Legal Counselor  
•  Academy of Trial Lawyers, 
 Allegheny County

FromConflict
toResolution.

Bench-Bar
PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

Erica Laughlin presents the Bench-Bar Award to Robert Racunas on the final morning of
the conference. As co-chair and chair, respectively, of the Bench-Bar Committee, Laughlin
and Racunas spent several months planning this year’s event.

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Eric Abes, Hal Coffey and Ron Jones pause for a
quick photo before sitting down to listen to Laurence
Leamer’s “The Lynching” discussion.

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Zachary Gordon and Daniel Ernsberger take some time
to chat after lunch before a busy afternoon of CLE
programming begins.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

Conference attendees participate in the tennis tournament Thursday
morning.
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