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New Pitt Law Dean Amy Wildermuth brings
collaborative spirit, humility, strong reputation
By Todd Spivak

Pop quiz: The new dean at University
of Pittsburgh School of Law: (A) is
married to a professional snowboarder,
(B) drives an electric car, (C) grew up
working the concession stand at a
public swimming pool, or (D) all of
the above.

Answer: D.
Amy J. Wildermuth, who took the

leadership reins on July 1, also is a
widely published scholar, award-
winning professor and experienced
law-school administrator whose Midwest
humility belies a fierce intelligence
and decades of impressive legal
achievements – including a prized
clerkship at the Supreme Court of the
United States.

“Pitt Law has historic strength, and
I’m honored to be part of it,” said
Wildermuth, who worked in university
administration for the last seven years
as associate vice president at the
University of Utah S.J. Quinney
College of Law.

A committed environmentalist,
Wildermuth also served as the univer-
sity’s chief sustainability officer,
leading efforts for renewable energy
sources to achieve better air quality.
Her scholarship focuses primarily on
administrative law using the environment
and natural resources as examples.
She recently penned an editorial for
the Salt Lake City Tribune promoting
electric bicycles as a way to reduce
carbon emissions.

“I’m not going to leave my environ-
mental and sustainability interests
behind,” said Wildermuth, who at the
time of a May interview for the Lawyers
Journal had been house shopping in
Pittsburgh with her wife, Gwen Foster,
and their 6-year-old daughter. 

As a child, Wildermuth didn’t
expect to leave the Midwest. She also
never dreamed of becoming an
attorney. Raised an hour south of
Chicago in small-town Park Forest,
Ill., she earned degrees in environ-
mental engineering at Washington
University in St. Louis and University
of Illinois in Champaign, Ill.

She went on to thrive as a 1L at the
University of Illinois College of Law,
earning the highest grade in every
class during the first semester.
Impressed by her achievement, a law-
school professor singled out Wildermuth
to ask about her summer plans.

“I got a great job lined up,” she
remembers saying, “as manager at a
swimming pool facility.”

“Have you ever thought about
working at a law firm for the summer?”
the professor nudged.

Wildermuth was awestruck: “Do
people do that?”

Wildermuth graduated from law
school debt-free thanks to a mix of
scholarships and fellowships that
flowed from her academic success.
After law school, she accepted federal
clerkships with Judge Harry T.
Edwards at the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the D.C. Circuit then Judge Guido
Calabresi of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit.

Her mentors’ humility made a
lasting impression. 

“Judge Calabresi insists everybody
call him Guido,” Wildermuth said, “so
I can surely be called Amy.”

Although colleagues encouraged
her to apply for a clerkship at the
Supreme Court of the United States,
Wildermuth initially resisted because
she didn’t like the focus at the time
on death-penalty cases. “Too grisly,”
she said.

But after a short stint teaching at
the University of Illinois College of
Law, she applied to clerk for Justice
John Paul Stevens, who hails from
Chicago and had a reputation for
selecting clerks from Midwestern law
schools such as University of Michigan
and Northwestern University.

Incredibly, Stevens’ grandchildren
attended the same public school
where Wildermuth’s father served
as principal.

Wildermuth again was struck by
the utter lack of pretentiousness
shown by the venerated judge.

Stevens, she recalled, played a
weekly tennis match with a local doctor
who knew him simply as ‘John the
lawyer from D.C.’ “Justice Stevens is a
down-to-earth, regular guy who doesn’t
expect a lot of formality,” she said.

Wildermuth has carved out her own
reputation in academic circles as a
personable team player with a collabo-
rative leadership style. A self-described
“proceduralist,” she intends to guide
faculty discussion and promote the law
school’s strengths in her new position
as dean.

“Professor Wildermuth is truly
exceptional and uniquely qualified to
serve as the next dean of the school of
law,” said University of Pittsburgh Provost
Patricia E. Beeson, who selected her
after a six-month process. “She is
unequivocally committed to enhancing
legal education and will draw upon her
administrative, research and practice
experience to lead Pitt Law in its next
phase of excellence.”

Late last year, Wildermuth was
short-listed for the position of law-school

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

A passionate environmentalist with
both a juris doctorate and a masters
in environmental engineering, Amy
Wildermuth comes to Pitt Law from
the University of Utah S.J. Quinney
College of Law.

Continued on page 9
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

July
Nick S. Fisfis ..........................412-396-6289

Bruce Herschlag ....................412-442-4262

Gregory Monaco......................412-747-8443

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

Christine Long ........................412-766-8660

William J. McKim ..................412-736-2672
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Lailha Maben, a Minor, by Leigha Maben, her parent and natural guardian, and Leigha Maben, individually v.
Magee Women’s Hospital of UPMC, a Pennsylvania corporation; University of Pittsburgh Physicians,
a Pennsylvania corporation; and Christina M. Scifres, M.D., Wettick, Jr., J. ..........................................................................................Page 145
Deposition—Credibility—Medical Professionals

Case based on allegations that delayed c-section caused newborn baby to suffer quadriplegia and cerebral palsy. Motion to Reconvene
Deposition of Obstetrical Nurse who was in charge of monitoring fetal heart rate strip granted even though deponent nurse testified
she could not remember the incident in question. Court found nurse’s testimony that if she reviewed the strip at the time of the
deposition it would not assist her in describing the treatment she provided at the time prior to the birth was not credible.
Also, evidence showed nurse changed mother’s chart after delivery and nurse has no credible basis why she cannot review the chart
and explain what caused her to make the changes.

William J. Skelly, Margaret Skelly, and Leonard Mandichak v.
Franjo Construction Corporation, Loyalhanna Health Care Associates
d/b/a Loyalhanna Care Center and Quest Healthcare Development, Inc., O’Reilly, J. ..........................................................................Page 147
Preliminary Objections—Licensed Professionals—Statute of Limitations

Preliminary Objection to professional negligence claim based on lack of allegation that defendants hold a professional license overruled
as Pa.R.Civ.P. 1042.2 only recommends (but does not require) that a complaint contain a reference to licensed professionals.
Preliminary Objection based on failure to file within the 30-day period as set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 401(a) also overruled where Plaintiff
made a good faith attempt to serve Defendants within the statutory time period by using addresses registered with the PA Department
of State within the 30-day period.

Leonard Rosenberg and Adam Rosenberg v. Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, Friedman, J. ....................................................Page 147
Recusal—Transcript

Transcript of hearing on statutory appeal of Water Exoneration Hearing Board necessary to rule on Motion for Post-Trial Relief
and Motion to Vacate. Owner of real estate subject to water bills must pay for transcript. Appellants’ demand for recusal based on
allegation that presiding judge’s husband and sons had a water bill dispute in 2010 denied where presiding judge does not recall dispute,
had no interest in the dispute and where the alleged dispute, if anything, would appear to bias the judge in favor of appellants.

Michael Yablonski v. Keevican Weiss Bauerle & Hirsch LLC, Hertzberg, J. ...........................................................................................Page 148
Wages—Liquidated Damages—Employment

In case alleging nonpayment of wages in violation of the Pennsylvania Wage Payment and Collection Law (43 P.S. §260.1 et seq.),
the Court held that plaintiff was entitled to liquidated damages under 43 P.S. §260.10 based upon the (greater) total amount owed
at the time plaintiff filed suit, not the (lesser) amount owed at the time of trial. The Court also held that defendant did not have
a good faith basis to withhold the wages in question.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE

Speakers Jay Hornack and Joan Stein discuss the accessible
design of PNC Park, such as how live captioning on the scoreboard
goes above and beyond ADA standards, at “Calling Balls and
Strikes: ADA Title III and the Accessible Design of PNC Park.”
The CLE was presented by Thomson Reuters held at PNC Park 
on July 10.

Calling Balls and Strikes

Top row, left to right: Michael
McLouglin, Arthur Feldman, Leslie
Dutchcot, Richard Ernsberger, David
Weber, Sunu Pillai; bottom row, left to
right: Terese Connerton, Jennifer 
Modell, Joan Stein and Sunny Yang
attend the Pirates – Nationals game 
following the CLE and see the accessible
design of PNC Park in action.
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Gismondi& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

“She’s an integral part of our team
and helps the ACBF meet its mission
to promote equal justice every day. It
is a pleasure to work with her and I
am proud to have her on our staff,”
added Albert.

Griffin has long sought to engage in
the kind of work that benefits those
who most need help yet cannot afford it.

“I always wanted to have a career
where I was going to help people,”
said Griffin. “I found it very personally
fulfilling. I like the immediate impact
that free legal services has on a

person’s life who’s really in need and
facing issues that affect how they live
every day and surviving as a person
who is very poor.”

Prior to directing the Pro Bono
Center, Griffin served as an assistant
attorney general for Texas. It was during
her work there that she realized pro
bono services were her calling.

“We worked on very important
public policy issues that affected the
entire state of Texas and its residents,”
she said. “I remember working on
legal issues and then reading about it
in the paper and understanding how
the work we were doing at the attorney
general’s office impacted people all

around the state. I really liked that
idea of doing legal work that’s in the
public interest that affects not just
one company but a large number of
people – and really impacts a person’s
everyday life.”

When asked about her pro bono
heroes, she pointed to a large framed
portrait of Supreme Court Justice
Thurgood Marshall hanging opposite
her desk. “One of them I look at every
single day.”

Marshall was a lawyer for the
NAACP’s Legal Defense and Education
Fund and, as a volunteer attorney,
worked on some of the major civil
rights cases of our time.

“He’s definitely one of my heroes.”
She also mentioned former Penn-

sylvania Gov. Dick Thornburgh, who
got his start at Neighborhood Legal
Services Association. But she also
made sure to direct the focus onto the
many local attorneys working diligently
to provide free legal aid.

“We’re very fortunate in Pittsburgh
to have a great legal-aid community.
We work closely together. I have a lot
of everyday heroes.”

Without the assistance of such
everyday heroes, Griffin said, many
people would never receive the legal
aid they so desperately need. For
instance, a 2017 study conducted by
the national Legal Services Corp.
found that seven in every 10 low-income
households faced at least one civil
legal problem in the past year.

Barbara Griffin honored with national pro bono award
By Mark Higgs

Anyone who’s worked with the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
Pro Bono Center knows it’s a special
place, and as if to affirm that sentiment,
its director is being recognized on the
national stage. Barbara Griffin, Pro
Bono Center director, has received the
Tanya Neiman Pro Bono Professional
of the Year Award.

The award – named for the late
Tanya Neiman, former director of
Volunteer Legal Services Program of
San Francisco – is presented to a pro
bono professional who has demon-
strated commitment to civil pro bono
services, given exceptional service
and achieved outstanding results.

To be eligible for the award,
nominees must be a member of the
National Association of Pro Bono
Professionals for at least two years.
NAPBPRO is the only national
organization devoted to promoting pro
bono services to the poor and the
professional development of pro bono
managers and professionals.

Griffin has been director of the Pro
Bono Center since 2007. Those who work
with her say she exemplifies the title
of “Pro Bono Professional of the Year.”

“Barb’s passion for equal justice
and concern for our community shines
out in everything she does,” said Lorrie
Albert, ACBF associate executive
director. “She works tirelessly to
ensure that the people who need legal
help the most are well-represented by
trained attorneys.”

Barbara Griffin

Lack experience in a specific area but 
don’t want to turn down a potential case?

Work with attorney Bob Garber.
• Family Law   • Non-violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933  |  412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

REFER A CASE, KEEP YOUR CLIENT

“I’ll bring my 42 years of experience, expertise and 

credibility to the table and will even handle the case. 

You keep the satisfied client.” – Bob Garber

“

”

I always wanted to have a
career where I was going to
help people. I found it very
personally fulfilling. I like
the immediate impact that
free legal services has on a
person’s life who’s really in
need and facing issues that
affect how they live every day
and surviving as a person
who is very poor.

– Barbara Griffin

Continued on page 6
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412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

Employment
Where

Meets The Law

Johnston Lykos provides clients with advice, 
counseling and representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including illegal workplace 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation.

Colleen Ramage Johnston Nikki Velisaris Lykos

Pittsburgh, PA

Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Audrey Kwak, Cornelius O’Brien and Brad Mellor socialize after the business portion
of the Construction Law Section’s annual meeting at the JLL Center in downtown 
Pittsburgh on June 6.

Construction Law Section
Annual Meeting and Reception

Chris Opalinski, David Scotti and
Tracy Doyle of event sponsor HKA
were among those to enjoy the
view of Market Square from the
JLL patio.

Outgoing section Chair John Tedder, Joe Bosick and Scott
Cessar pose for a photo during the June happy hour.

Matthew Whipple (right), section chair, recognizes John
Tedder, outgoing chair, for his service during the section’s
annual meeting.
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

handle limited tort motor vehicle collision cases. 

We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit in limited 

tort cases in the major jury system and try these  

cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury  

and recover money for their injuries.

HANDLING LIMITED TORT CASES

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Listed alphabetically, Gina Cerilli, Sarah Denis, Kourtney
Ellen Doman, Ryan Patrick Driscoll, Megan Elizabeth
Loftis, Lauren Ashley Sowko, Carla Voigt, Jessica Ann
Weil and Leah Donis Zawasky made up the class of new
admittees during the Spring Admissions Ceremony in the
Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse on May 22.

Spring Admissions Ceremony

ACBA welcomes 35 new members
The following attorneys and law school students were approved as new

ACBA members at the Board of Governors meeting in June: 

Active members

William M. Andersen, Esq.
Benjamin J. Baran, Esq.
Nicholas J. Barry, Esq.
Karyn L. Coy, Esq.
Sarah Denis, Esq.
Thomas Duffy, Esq.
Brandy Erbelding, Esq.
Joseph A. Feldman, Esq.
Ellen M. Freeman, Esq.
Vincent J. Krawiec, Esq.
Jon S. Larson, Esq.
Megan E. Loftis, Esq.
Lauren L. Mathews, Esq.
Molleigh McKay, Esq.
Kathryn C. Monbaron, Esq.
John T. Moser, Esq.
Devin O’Leary, Esq.
Tomar Pierson-Brown, Esq.
Christopher J. Regan, Esq.
Lauren A. Sowko, Esq.
Jessica Ann Weil, Esq.
Joel Winston, Esq.
Leah D. Zawasky, Esq.

Active government members

Lisa C. Leake, Esq.
Carla Voigt, Esq.

Associate members

Ryan P. Driscoll, Esq.
Jeanne M. Emhoff, Esq.
Nathan M. Sainovich, Esq.

Affiliate member

William R. Ebbert

Law student members

Anthony Cosgrove
Matthew J. DeMaio
Marcus Martin
Ashley N. Solo
John A. Ukenye
Andrew J. Urko

Lacee Ecker discusses
how the Young Lawyers
Division can be beneficial
to young or new attorneys
and shares how the
ACBA YLD helped her
take her career in the
direction she wanted.
Ecker became YLD chair
July 1.

The Hon. Nora
Barry Fischer
reminds the newly
admitted attorneys
of their duties as
legal professionals
and of the standards
they will be held to
during their careers.
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ndsreporting.com  •  866-565-1929

Our additional services include:
Interactive Depositions, Web Depositions

& Online Scheduling and Repository

Pittsburgh-based firm:
bringing you the best and latest technology!

Team up with your local resource
for all of your litigation needs. 

“People whose incomes are very
low, when they are struggling to survive,
are confronted with legal issues all the
time and have absolutely no ability to
pay for an attorney,” Griffin said.
“They are facing on their own a very
complicated legal system.”

Some of the major, widespread
issues she listed include eviction,
deplorable living conditions and other
landlord/tenant cases, extensive family
law issues – such as divorce, child
custody and child support – as well as
seeking public benefits or protection
from abuse.

“That study also found that many
people in low-income households have
very low levels of education,” said
Griffin. “Without an attorney, they’re
lost. It’s like a foreign language.
That’s another barrier to equal access
to justice.”

Even with such dire needs in the
present, Griffin still finds time to
think about how she might shape the
future, to make a significant impact
for the greatest number of people. 

“In addition to serving the clients,
one of the things I’m starting to think
about is making more systemic
changes to how the judicial process
works,” said Griffin.

In a perfect world where the Pro
Bono Center had an unlimited
budget, Griffin would hire a larger
staff to leverage more volunteers and
then focus on the larger access-to-
justice issues.

“If I had the money and the time, I
would work on larger systemic
changes that would enhance access to
justice. Changing how the system
works in a way that would allow more
people to accomplish their goal in the
judicial system.”

Perhaps, in a way to make the most
of an imperfect system, Griffin
offered the following advice to young
attorneys, that they might consider
volunteering.

“Lawyers are privileged. We have a
monopoly on the practice of law. And
with that comes a responsibility to
give back. Nobody else can do what we
do. And it’s fun, interesting and
rewarding. You can really change a
person’s life.” n

BARBARA GRIFFIN  
continued from page 3

“

”

Barb’s passion for equal
justice and concern for our
community shines out in
everything she does. She
works tirelessly to ensure that
the people who need legal help
the most are well-represented
by trained attorneys.

– Lorrie Albert,
ACBF associate executive director

ACBA membership benefit:
Receive 15% off all American Bar Association books every day

Allegheny County Bar Association members save 15% off the general
public price on every book available on the American Bar Association
webstore ShopABA.org.

Don’t delay! To start saving 15% on your ABA book purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and use our special discount code ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221 between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ET and use our special 
discount code ACBAR

Need
clients?

The Lawyer Referral
Service can help
bring them to you.
For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes at 
412-402-6703 or 

whughes@acba.org.
To learn more, see 

GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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We guide. For life.SM
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Investment Advice offered through  
Fragasso Financial Advisors, a  
registered investment advisor.

For over four decades, Fragasso Financial Advisors 
has been focused on providing sound asset management and  

financial planning for our clients, who range from high net worth  
individuals to retirement plan sponsors and nonprofit institutions.  

It is our responsibility to understand the unique needs and challenges  
of each and every one of our clients, while at the same time delivering 
our services through an attentive and professional client experience.  

Contact us today for a complimentary second opinion… you owe  
it to yourself, your clients, your business and to your employees.

Cool Springs 1001 Cool Springs Drive, Suite 400, Pittsburgh 15234 
Downtown Pittsburgh 610 Smithfield Street, Suite 400, Pittsburgh PA 15222

North Hills 11269 Perry Highway, Suite 430, Wexford PA 15090
South Hills 1500 Oxford Drive, Suite 200, Bethel Park PA 15102

Attorneys at Law
QUATRINIRAFFERTY

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

412-391-2800  .  www.qrlegal.com 
Greensburg | Latrobe | Pittsburgh | Altoona

We welcome referrals and honor referral fees

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE & MARK HIGGS

Bankruptcy & Commercial Law Section
officers gather with some bankruptcy
judges for their annual meeting at the
Rivers Club on June 8. Pictured, from
left, are: Luke Sizemore, section chair;
Erica Dausch, immediate past chair;
Alan Patterson, secretary; Judge Gregory
Taddonio; Judge Carlota Böhm, Abagale
Steidl, treasurer; and Keri Ebeck, 
chair elect. 

Bankruptcy & Commercial Law
Section Annual Meeting

During the section’s annual
meeting, former bankruptcy
judge Hon. Judith Fitzgerald
(Ret.) (center), presented
the Gibson Awards. Pictured
are, from left: Joan Gibson,
daughter of Judge Gerald
Gibson; Jared Quinn, Gibson
Award winner, Judge
Fitzgerald, Matthew
Swenson, Gibson Award
winner; and Carol Gibson-
Murray, daughter of 
Judge Gibson. Section Chair Luke Sizemore recognizes outgoing chair

Erica Dausch for her service.
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Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

WesBanco Bank, Inc. is a Member FDIC. WesBanco Trust and Investment Services may invest in insured deposits or nondeposit investment products.  
Nondeposit investment products are not insured by the FDIC or any other government agency, are not deposits or other obligations of, or guaranteed  
by any bank, and are subject to investment risks, including the potential loss of principal.

Your Financial Partners in 
Allegheny County

Julie Lelevier
AVP & Private Banker 
Private Client Services

 O: (724) 909-7306
M: (412)-509-3884

Harold Migias, JD
Senior Vice President 
Trust and Investment Services 
 O: (724) 909-7055
M: (304) 312-4619

Trust and Investment Services 
• Investment Management 
• Trust Administration
• Employee Benefit Services
• Guardianships
• Estate Settlement

Private Client Services 

• Personal Cash Management 
• Premium Banking Services
• Specialized Personal Lending &  
 Business Financing  
 (Ask about our Professional’s Mortgage Program)
• Strategic Planning for Wealth Management

wesbanco.com

In Memoriam

Arnold V. Plum
By Linda C. Plum

Arnold V. Plum, an Allegheny
County general practitioner
for 59 years, died suddenly on
June 5, 2018, at the age of 90.
Arnold was proud to have been
a dedicated member of what
he considered the greatest
profession – the practice of law.

Arnold earned his law
degree from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1956 and began
his legal career with the firm
of Paul, Lawrence, and Rock in
1957 after first serving his
preceptorship. A great
debater, having participated
on Muskingum College’s
championship winning debate
team, he quickly found his
niche in the courtroom. For
decades, he was a successful
civil litigation defense attorney
who tried numerous cases
throughout western Pennsyl-
vania. He tried his last defense
case before a jury at the age of
80, which resulted in a defense
verdict in his client’s favor. In
addition to being a civil litigator,
Arnold also was a well-sea-
soned municipal solicitor,
corporate lawyer and estate
practitioner. For several years
he served as solicitor for
Elizabeth Township, the
Dravosburg Sanitary Authority

and the boroughs of Versailles
and White Oak.

As a young lawyer, he was
the only one in the office at
lunchtime one day when a
powerful, persuasive, and
influential woman named
Alma Illery walked in seeking
an attorney to perform legal
work for two organizations she
had founded – National
Achievement Clubs and Camp
Achievement. That chance
meeting led to years of service
by Arnold to Dr. Illery, her
successors and these organiza-
tions, as well as his receipt of
the George Washington Carver
Award. Arnold felt lucky to
have had the opportunity to
know and be of service to
many selfless clients committed

to helping others, such as Dr.
Illery, over the years.

For the last 30 years of his
career, Arnold proudly practiced
law with me, his daughter, as
Plum & Plum. My father was a
man of the utmost integrity
who was highly intelligent,
hard-working, professional,
ethical and dedicated to the
practice of law. He had a pres-
ence wherever he went, and he
was a great storyteller. His
word was his word, and it
could be relied on. I could not
have asked for a better or
more well-respected mentor,
colleague or law partner.

He attained the highest
peer-review rating – AV – from
Martindale Hubbell, which
was something he was both
honored and humbled to have
received as it demonstrated
the respect his fellow lawyers
had for his legal ability as well
as his ethical standards.

He was completely committed
to the service of all of his
clients, no matter the significance
of the client or the legal matter.
All clients received the same
level of attention as Arnold
firmly believed that each
client’s legal matter, regardless

of its magnitude, was extremely
important to the client and
deserved his high level of
attention. Arnold measured his
success by the level of
retention he maintained with
his voluminous client base
throughout his lengthy career.

A dedicated career member
of the Allegheny County Bar
Association, Arnold served as
chair of the Municipal and
School Solicitors Section and
Public Relations Committee,
as well as a member of the
Probate and Trust Law Section,
Lawyers Insurance Committee,
and Arbitrator Fee Dispute
Committee. For the majority of
his practicing years, Arnold
was an annual participant in
the ACBA Bench-Bar Conference
at Seven Springs with his law
school classmate and lifelong
friend, the late Judge Paul R.
Zavarella. They thoroughly
enjoyed attending the Bench-
Bar Conference and the cama-
raderie experienced by those
in attendance from the legal
community. Having performed
charitable work over the
years, Arnold was honored to
have been inducted as a Fellow
of the Allegheny County Bar

Foundation in his later years.
Arnold also was a member

of the Pennsylvania and
American Bar Associations,
and he served as an arbitrator
for the American Arbitration
Association.

Arnold is survived by his
wife of 59 years, Lynne; sons,
David and Richard; and
daughter, Linda. The family
has requested that memorial
contributions be made to
either Jamie’s Dream Team,
4617 Walnut Street, McKeesport,
PA 15132, or Elizabeth Forward
Swim Club – Michelle Monte
Memorial Scholarship Fund,
P.O. Box 45, McKeesport, PA
15135. Information on these
charitable organizations can
be obtained at 
www.jamiesdreamteam.org
and www.efswimclub.org,
respectively. n

Arnold V. Plum

Begin your day
with us at

www.Pittsburgh
LegalJournal.org
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You want protection from the dangers— 

and help with the disasters—of electronic data.

We get it.

We get it.
SM

437 Grant Street, Suite 1250  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15219  |  412-325-4033  |  bit-x-bit.com

Count on our experts to relentlessly secure your electronic data—day in, day out and 
in response to any event. With our integrated services, we’ll help you understand your 
risk, clean up your archives and guard your data to protect your company—before 
incidents occur. And should you need digital forensics and e-discovery, we have the 
most powerful and efficient tools at hand. So if you’re looking for peace of mind, talk 
to bit-x-bit. We get it.
For ten years, bit-x-bit has been exclusively endorsed by the ACBA for e-discovery and digital forensics.

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Wildermuth, who clerked for
Supreme Court Justice John Paul
Stevens, has served as counsel of
record for several amicus briefs in
cases heard by the Supreme Court.

“

”

There are a lot of 
attacks on law school. Amy
has a very positive attitude
about what the law 
profession can provide 
and believes in its future.

– Arjang Assad, chairman
of the law school dean

search committee

dean at both Pitt and University of
Washington in the Pacific Northwest.
She withdrew her nomination from
Washington, choosing Pitt Law partly
because she has family in the area. 

She praises the school’s reputation
for “unconventional, experiential
teaching” and “graduating great,
practice-ready lawyers.”

At a time when law-school classes
have decreased due to the shrinking
job market for lawyers, Wildermuth
remains sanguine about the value of a
law degree. That impressed the
search committee that vetted her.

“There are a lot of attacks on law
school,” acknowledges Arjang Assad,
who served as chairman of the law
school dean search committee, which
narrowed the list of candidates to five.
“Amy has a very positive attitude
about what the law profession can
provide and believes in its future.”

Her extensive experience in
university administration gave her
an edge over other candidates,
Assad said.

University of Pittsburgh Chancellor
Patrick D. Gallagher described
Wildermuth in a recent statement as
“a dynamic and visionary leader who
can help us realize the full potential of
Pitt Law during a time of tremendous
change in the legal profession.”

Wildermuth plans to build on the
successes of William M. Carter Jr.,
who will return to teaching after serving
for six years as dean. Under Carter’s
tenure, the law school expanded its
offerings for experiential law with the
formation of several legal clinics as
well as the Institute for Cyber Law,
Policy, and Security and the Energy
Law and Policy Institute.

NEW PITT LAW DEAN  
continued from front cover

Wildermuth plans to continue the
trend of integrating practical, skills-

based training into the law school’s
core curriculum.

“The traditional Paper Chase
socratic method is not the style you
would run into at classrooms at Pitt,”
says Wildermuth, who will begin her
tenure teaching civil procedure to
first-year students by also incorporating
practical tips on drafting complaints
and motions. She plans to teach
environmental and energy law in
coming years. 

Wildermuth was excited to learn
that The National Jurist Pre-Law
Magazine recently named Pitt Law a
top school for environmental law. 

Despite her personal passion for
sustainability, Wildermuth is committed
to promoting the law generally from
her new perch as dean.

“Law schools should provide the
best general legal education available,”
she said. “We will work on a clear path
for success with each and every
student, supporting their interests in
all the ways we can.” n
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONAUGUST

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

IMMIGRATION LAW FORUM 2018
SIMULCAST | FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018
PBI PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE CENTER,  
HEINZ 57 CENTER, 339 SIXTH AVE, 7TH FLOOR

LEARN THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN 
IMMIGRATION LAW
Discover the current developments as well as ongoing substantive 
aspects of the practice of immigration law.

FIND OUT WHAT IS NEEDED FOR OBTAINING 
NONIMMIGRANT (TEMPORARY) AND 
PERMANENT STATUS

Information provided by our panelists will focus on current issues 
involving H-1B, L-1, TN and other nonimmigrant statuses. They will 
discuss procedures involved for those presently awaiting entrance 
to the U.S. Our experienced, knowledgeable practitioners will 
discuss eligibility and processes involved in obtaining permanent 
status in the U.S. via family immigration, employment-based 
immigration, the labor certification process, individuals allowed 
to emigrate based on their outstanding and widely recognized 
credentials and more.

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI
Aug 6-7 ERISA 2018: The Evolving World  
Aug 13 FinTech 2018  
Aug 14 Ethics in Banking and Financial Services 2018  

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS
Aug 13 A Day on Contracts
Aug 14 U.S. Supreme Court Roundup
Aug 15 Animal Law Conference
Aug 16 Medical Malpractice: Current Issues and A View from the Bench 
Aug 16 Medicare and Medicaid Tools 
Aug 16 Post Production Costs in Oil & Gas Drilling 
Aug 20 Guide to Appraisals & Appraisers
Aug 21 Real Estate 101
Aug 22 Anatomy for Lawyers: The Back and Knee 
Aug 22 CLE @ PNC Park 2018 -PNC Park at North Shore

Aug 24 Estate Planning/Tax Cuts & Jobs Act
Aug 27 Dead Man's Rule
Aug 27 Premises Liability Litigation: Focus on the Slip, Trip and Fall Case 
Aug 28 Basics of Employment Law
Aug 29 Spotlight on Ethics
Aug 30 Advanced Storytelling & Persuasion Skills 

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & 
get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

Aug 8 Medical Malpractice
Aug 13 A Day on Contracts 
Aug 14 U.S. Supreme Court Roundup
Aug 15 Animal Law Conference  
Aug 16  Real Estate 101
Aug 17 Premises Liability Litigation
Aug 20 A Lawyer's Guide to Appraisals and Appraisers 
Aug 21  Medicare & Medicaid Tools
Aug 22 Anatomy for Lawyers: The Back and Knee
Aug 23 A Day on Real Estate - East
Aug 24 New Estate Planning Strategies since the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
Aug 27 Dead Man's Rule
Aug 28 Basics of Employment Law 
Aug 29 Spotlight on Ethics 
Aug 30 Advanced Storytelling and Persuasion Skills for Lawyers

Unlimited On-Demand CLE from PBI
$199/yr, only $99 for new attorneys

Visit PBI.ORG/PROPASS   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

ETHICS CREDIT ON-DEMAND
Need ethics credit? Visit PBI.org for these one-credit programs

Bob Dylan and the Art of Taking Ethics Seriously

"You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the wind blows" but 
you may need Bob Dylan’s lyrics to help understand client expectations and 
fulfilling the “special responsibility for the quality of justice”. Join Prof. Randy 
Lee as he walks you through an Ethics hour based on the life and music of 
Bob Dylan.      10054

Handling Entrusted Funds

One of the most common reasons for the imposition of serious discipline 
against a lawyer is the lawyer’s failure to handle fiduciary funds properly. 
Recent changes in the law, including mandatory overdra� notification, 
direct notification to clients of insurance payments, and mandatory IOLTA 
requirements indicate the wide range of concern within the courts, the 
legislature, and the public as to the importance of proper handling of 
fiduciary funds. This course will bring you up to date on requirements and 
best practices.      10461W

Guardianship: Conflicts of Interest

As fiduciary litigator Tim Holman explains in his brief but powerful 
presentation, there are a number of easy steps an estate planner, or any 
lawyer who needs a guardian within his own family, can take early in the 
game to minimize or eliminate problems later on. Invest just sixty minutes, 
and incorporate Tim’s tips and Executive Summary into your guardianship 
checklist.       10298

CHECK OUT A FULL LIST OF  
ON-DEMAND PROGRAMS .org
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

Advising Clients on Buy/Sell Agreements  
1 Substantive credit

Avoiding Law Practice Danger Zones  
1 Ethics credit

Child Protective Services Law – Know Your Obligations  
1 Substantive credit

Medicare – An Overview for Attorneys   
1 Substantive credit

Trends In Lawyers’ Professional Liability Claims 
Arising from Wills, Trusts and Estates Practices    
1 Ethics credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Pre-Trial to Supreme Court: 
An Examination of the Criminal Appellate Process 
Thursday, July 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits and 1 Ethics credit

Nursing the Wound: The Ethics of Disability 
Management in Workers’ Compensation 
Thursday, August 2  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Stuck in Dependence: 
The H-4 Visa and its Limitations 
Thursday, August 16  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

         Anti-LGBT Bias in Jury Selection 
          Wednesday, August 22  |  4 p.m.
          Dickie McCamey & Chilcote 
              CJE credit  |  1.5 Ethics credit

Top 10 Things You Need to Know to Practice 
in Federal Court 
Thursday, August 23  |  Noon
Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
1 Substantive credit

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Air Sampling and Analysis 
Thursday, September 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Trouble with Trust Accounting 
Friday, November 9  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit
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focuses on munici-
pal law, real estate
and zoning. Prior to
entering private
practice, he was a
judicial intern for
the Hon. David S.
Cercone; judicial
intern for the
Supreme Court of
Costa Rica and a
law clerk for the
City of Pittsburgh
Law Department.

Robin L. Frank
has joined Thom-
son, Rhodes &
Cowie, P.C. as an
associate attorney.
She concentrates
her practice on
family law, elder
law and corporate
law, including
prenuptial agree-
ments, divorce,
property distribu-
tion, custody,

adoptions, grandparents’ rights,
guardianships and estate planning.

John C. 
Scialabba has
joined Pollock
Begg Komar
Glasser & Vertz
LLC as an associ-
ate attorney. His
practice will
encompass all
areas of family
law, including
divorce, custody and
support. He holds
a certificate in

collaborative law from the Collaborative
Law Association of Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Paul Iannetti
has been temporarily suspended from
the practice of law in the Bar of this
Commonwealth. The suspension took
effect on June 24.

People on the Move
Robert Palumbi

has joined Dins-
more & Shohl LLP
as a partner of
counsel in the 
litigation depart-
ment. His practice
focuses on a wide
variety of commer-
cial and construc-
tion-related dis-
putes, including
products liability
claims, construction

defects, breach of contract actions and
municipal law, as well as litigation
involving energy and natural
resources. Palumbi has experience in
cases involving the Pennsylvania
Mechanics’ Lien Law, the Contractor
and Subcontractor Payment Act, the
Pennsylvania Home Improvement
Consumer Protection Act and the
Pennsylvania Municipal Torts Claim Act.

Megan M.
Turnbull has
joined Weiss
Burkardt Kramer
LLC as a partner.
She works with
municipalities and
school districts in
the role of solicitor,
labor counsel and
special counsel.
She is an experi-
enced municipal
solicitor who

presently serves as legal counsel to
the boroughs of Leetsdale, Avalon,
Seven Fields and McKees Rocks.
Turnbull has a particular focus on
blight and redevelopment and has
served as special blight counsel to
Allegheny County communities and
to the Congress of Neighboring
Communities, offering training and
legal representation.

Daniel C. Conlon of Tucker Arens-
berg, P.C. was appointed as solicitor of
the Borough of Rosslyn Farms in
June. Conlon is an attorney in the
firm’s municipal & school, real estate
and land use/zoning groups. His practice

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

MEDICARE/MEDICAID
LIEN RESOLUTIONS

SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare/Medicaid Secondary Payer Statutes. 
Personalized service and expertise you can trust. 
412-302-8880; smason@firstreviewinc.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Robert
Palumbi 

Megan M.
Turnbull 

Daniel C.
Conlon 

Robin L.
Frank 

John C. 
Scialabba 

If you have an idea for an article,
please contact Brian Estadt at
bestadt@acba.org or 412-402-6682.

ARTICLES
WANTED

Order your ACBA 2018-19 Legal Directory
The ACBA’s 2018-19 Legal Directory has been sent to the printer, but 
there’s still time to pre-order your copy. Pre-orders will be shipped early
next month.
This year’s directory features the first of our 2018-19 Member-to-Member
Referral Network quarterly listings, court contact information and, of course,
listings of ACBA members and law firms. The print edition of the directory
also includes a voucher that is good for $20 off of an ACBA CLE program
through Dec. 31, 2018. This voucher is not included in the digital version of
the book. 
Cost is $20, plus tax. To order, see the ACBA Product Store at
www.acba.org/ProductStore.
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