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Whether providing
a reality check or
avoiding sanctions
for not settling, ENE
might be for you

By Christine T. Elzer

In recent years, an increasing
number of parties to civil cases in the
Western District of Pennsylvania are
choosing early neutral evaluation as
their form of alternative dispute
resolution. But what, exactly, is ENE?
Audience members learned the
answer at the “ENE in the Western
District of PA: Meeting Your Good
Faith Compliance Requirements in
Early Neutral Evaluation” CLE. 

I served on that program’s panel
with Judge Nora Barry Fischer, James
Logan and Shelly Pagac to discuss
early neutral evaluation. As experienced
federal court litigators and ADR
neutrals, we shared insights on how to
conduct a meaningful and compliant
ENE. Fischer provided a judicial
perspective on early neutral evaluation,
including sharing the feedback the court
received that led to recent changes in
its ADR policies and procedures.

How does ENE differ from mediation?
The panel explained that while the
purpose of mediation is to facilitate a
settlement, ENE is meant to give the
parties a more realistic assessment of
the risks in their cases. Unlike in a
mediation, each party must submit a
written statement, served on the
evaluator and the opposing party, at
least 10 days before the session. Then,
at the session itself, each party presents
its own case in front of the opposing
party and the evaluator. Thereafter,
the evaluator – a neutral attorney with
subject-matter expertise – gives a
nonbinding evaluation.

2017-18 Legal Directory now available;
includes voucher for $20 off an ACBA CLE
By Brian Knavish

It’s always an exciting day at the
ACBA offices when hardcopies of the
ACBA Legal Directory have arrived.

One of the most timeless ACBA
publications, the Legal Directory has
been published in one form or another
for decades. As technology has
evolved, so has the directory.  

These days, a searchable online
version of the directory is available
24/7 at ACBA.org/directories. At that
same web page, those who prefer
viewing publications on a tablet can
download a digital “flip book” version
of the directory. 

But there remains a strong contingent
of attorneys who prefer the old-
fashioned, hard copy version.

“With people moving from law firm
to law firm, I like to have a quick
reference that I can reach to on my
desk and find out what I need to
without having to go online to find
where somebody is,” said member
Jack Perkins.

Through the years, a vast number
of Pittsburgh scenes have donned the
directory cover. This year, for the first
time, the cover photo was taken by an
ACBA member. The ACBA ran a contest,
asking its members who dabble in
photography to submit any Pittsburgh
photo to be considered for the cover. 

Seventeen photos were submitted.
They were then presented to a panel –
composed of ACBA officers, Division
chairs and members of the Arts and
the Law Committee – who then voted
in the blind on the entries. The winning
photographer was member Richard
Brok, whose shot of Pittsburgh from
the North Shore captured the intrigue

of the judges, in part because the
angle of the shot was not one from
which Pittsburgh skyline photos are
typically taken. 

“Pittsburgh is a fun place to
photograph. There are so many angles
you can get,” said Brok. “What I like
about that photo was the serpentine
walkway gave it texture and depth.
When I took that photo, I was walking
back from the casino and realized I
had never seen a photo of Pittsburgh
from that angle before.

“I probably take 100 pictures a day.
I take pictures and pictures and
pictures, just because I can, and I
don’t know what to do with them. It’s
great to know that something I took
has a purpose.”

Another change this year is that
AmeriServ Trust & Financial Services
Co. is the presenting sponsor of
the directory.

“The opportunity to present the
ACBA Legal Directory was a natural
fit for us,” said Dave Finui, senior vice
president, personal trust and financial
services manager with AmeriServ.
“The Legal Directory has been a
resource to Western Pennsylvania
attorneys for many years, and so has
AmeriServ. We’ve been providing
trust services and other financial
services to attorneys for more than
a century.”

The directory lists the contact
information for all ACBA members and
law firms, and also contains contact
information for court personnel.
Additionally, for those looking to find
attorneys by practice area, the directory
contains the Member-to-Member
Referral Network listings. n

Continued on page 6

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Hal Coffey, ACBA immediate past president, is honored with a plaque during his induction into the Past 
Presidents’ Group during the annual Past Presidents’ Luncheon on July 11 at Fogo de Chão. He is flanked 
by fellow Past Presidents Howard Schulberg and Mark Vuono, who offered remarks and presented Coffey with
the plaque.

Get one
To order a hardcopy of the 2018-19
Legal Directory, see ACBA.org/
ProductStore or call 412-262-6161.
The member price is $20, plus tax.
The print edition of the directory
includes a voucher for $20 off any
ACBA CLE through Dec. 31. 
Nonmembers can purchase the
directory for $50.

“

”

Pittsburgh is a fun place to photograph.

There are so many angles you can get. What

I like about that photo was the serpentine

walkway gave it texture and depth.

– ACBA member Richard Brok

Past Presidents’ Luncheon
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814.572.2294  §  TSP@T2MANAGEMENT.COM

IT’S ABOUT TIME. PRACTICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
 § Client Development
 § Human Resources
 § Fiscal Management
 § Process Improvement

 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES
 § Bookkeeping
 § AR & AP Management
 § Financial Reporting                       
 § Marketing Coordination

A recent survey suggests that lawyers in small 
firms spend an average of 31% of their time on 
administrative tasks. That’s at least 600 hrs/yr. 
If you or your assistants are struggling to keep 
up, isn’t it about time you called T2?

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

Christine Long ........................412-766-8660

William J. McKim ..................412-736-2672

September
John F. Becker ........................412-921-1605

James G. Gordon ....................412-232-0333

Cathy Martin ..........................412-586-6118
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Need
clients?

The Lawyer Referral
Service can help
bring them to you.
For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes
at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org.

To learn more, see 
getapittsburghlawyer.com.

Jeffrey Anderson; Cynthia Anderson, Ind. and on behalf of Abaigeal Anderson, a minor v.
Port Authority of Allegheny County, O’Reilly, J. ..........................................................................................................................................Page 151
Car Accident—Personal Injury—Property Damage

Court determined at trial that Port Authority’s bus driver was negligent and caused accident where point of impact was the plaintiff ’s
front passenger door. Also ruled that Plaintiff husband could recover on a property damage claim as owner of the car even though
he was not at trial due to work conflicts.

County of Allegheny Office of Treasurer v. Erma S. Dodd, Fort Pitt Motel, O’Reilly, J. .......................................................................Page 152
Tax—Exemption

Sufficient evidence that a contract to rent motel rooms for at least one year existed and therefore the permanent resident exemption applies.

Stephen Walker and Lori Walker, his wife v. Alumisource Corporation and William W. Meyer & Sons, Inc., O’Reilly, J. ................Page 153
Products Liability—Assumption of the Risk—Industrial Accident

Plaintiff severely injured hand while servicing industrial machine. Court rejected assumption of the risk defense where a simple warning
light on the machine would have avoided the accident.

Richard Seech v. Gateway School District, Hertzberg, J. ...........................................................................................................................Page 153
Same Sex Benefits—Due Process—Equal Protection

Court ruled defendant school district violated retired teacher’s equal protection and due process rights by refusing to pay for spousal
health insurance benefits for same sex partner even though plaintiff retired before Pennsylvania recognized a constitutional right
for same sex couples to marry and the applicable CBA did not recognize benefit rights for same sex couples. Court ruled that classifica-
tion based on sexual orientation in the CBA did not survive intermediate scrutiny and awarded economic and non-economic damages
and well as equitable relief and attorney’s fees awarded to Plaintiff.

Christopher J. Parker, Jr. and Ali J. Parker v. Anthony E. Surman, d/b/a A.J. Surman Construction, Inc., Hertzberg, J. ...............Page 155
HICPA—UTPCPL—Individual Liability

Bathroom contractor held individually liable even though he was not a party to the remodeling contract under “participation theory”
of liability. Contractor liable under HICPA for failing to include a registration number of the proposal. Contractor liable under
the UTPCPL because his deceptive conduct created a likelihood of confusion.
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the things I enjoy most about our city
is the opportunity to build relation-
ships with Pitt alumni who are
actively involved in the community
and share our vision for the future of
Pitt Athletics.”

Lyke spoke at an ACBA breakfast
event in August 2017, just a few
months after taking the job, and
impressed the bar with her enthusiasm
and vision. Mediocrity would not be
accepted, she said at that event, and in

the year that has passed since, she has
delivered on that promise.

In her 16 months at Pitt, Lyke has
hired seven new head coaches – most
notably basketball coaches Jeff Capel
and Lance White – in addition to
making numerous other athletic
department personnel changes.

The hiring of Capel – a former
head coach at Virginia Common-
wealth and Oklahoma and the long-
time right-hand man to the legendary
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski – has
especially energized a fan base
that has endured historical lows in
recent years.

Pitt athletic director Heather Lyke to
address ACBA at Aug. 29 reception
By Brian Knavish

Attorney Joseph Orzsulak checked
his email, saw the announcement and
quickly registered. 

The ACBA was bringing Pitt Athletic
Director Heather Lyke in for a
presentation and reception. Orzsulak, a
longtime Pitt fan, simply had to be there.

“Being a Pitt fan hasn’t always
been easy,” he said. “My vision is to
see Pitt back in the discussion of being
a top program every year. I don’t want
to look at the football top 25 and not
see Pitt. I don’t want to look at the
basketball top 25 and not see Pitt. I
think Heather Lyke has that same vision.”

Many ACBA members share
Orzsulak’s excitement, as response to
the announcement has been swift.
“Ask the Athletic Director,” presented
by PNC Wealth Management, will
be held on Wednesday, Aug. 29, from
5 to 7 p.m. at the Rivers Club in
downtown Pittsburgh.

“I think it’s important for members
of the bar to support these events
because Pitt, like Duquesne and the
other local colleges, is an integral part
of our community, just as lawyers are
integral parts of the community,” said
ACBA member Kevin Eddy.

Lyke – who is a lawyer by trade – enjoys
networking with her fellow attorneys. 

“It is an honor to have the opportunity
to connect with the Pittsburgh legal
community again,” she said. “One of

At Fragasso Financial Advisors,  
our clients’ goals are our goals. Their concerns are  
our concerns. Each interaction with us is personalized  
and professional. We have the knowledge and skills  
to navigate through current financial challenges  
and those challenges yet to come along one's  
financial journey. Call us today to set up a  
no-obligation, no cost consultation.

SERVICES: 
Business Succession Planning
Charitable and Family Gifting Strategy  
Education Funding 
Employer Retirement Plan Management
Estate Planning 
Fiduciary Partnership 
Holistic Financial Planning
Income Tax Reduction Strategies 
Investment Management   
Life Insurance 
Long-Term Care Cost Analysis 
Personal Retirement Planning 
Stock Option Management

KAREN LAPINA, CFP®, AIF®
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor
Downtown Pittsburgh

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M

Investment Advice offered through Fragasso  
Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

We guide. For life.SM

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Check it out
What: Ask the Athletic Director, 
presented by PNC Wealth 
Management
When: Wednesday, Aug. 29, 5 to 
7 p.m.
Where: Rivers Club, downtown
Pittsburgh
Tickets: $10 for ACBA members,
$20 for all others
Refreshments: Admission includes
hors d’oeuvres and soft drinks; 
full cash bar available.
To register: See ACBA.org.

“

”

It is an honor to have the opportunity to connect with the Pittsburgh legal 
community again. One of the things I enjoy most about our city is the opportunity
to build relationships with Pitt alumni who are actively involved in the community
and share our vision for the future of Pitt Athletics.

– Pitt AD Heather Lyke

Continued on page 10
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412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

Employment
Where

Meets The Law

Johnston Lykos provides clients with advice, 
counseling and representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including illegal workplace 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation.

Colleen Ramage Johnston Nikki Velisaris Lykos

Pittsburgh, PA

IS YOUR CHILD INTERESTED
IN ATTENDING YALE OR

THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS?

Under the will of Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished Pittsburgh
attorney, the children of Allegheny County attorneys who desire
to attend either Yale University or the University of Paris are
eligible for scholarships to those universities. The scholarships
are available for students pursuing a graduate or undergraduate
degree in any field of study at those institutions, not just law.

Don’t delay – scholarship applications should be submitted at
the same time as the admission application to the respective
institution is submitted. 

Get a scholarship
through the
Kennedy T. Friend
Education Fund

For more information, visit
www. ACBF.org/Kennedy-Scholarship-Fund

Or contact Joan Mastrean of
PNC Institutional Asset Management at 412-762-2175.

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Homer S. Brown Division
Chair Tony Thompson catches
up with Rosemary Crawford
and Keshia Taylor at the
ACBA Homer S. Brown 
Division’s end-of-year party.
The June event was at City
Works in Market Square to
commemorate the winding
down of the 2017-18 bar year. 

HSBD End-of-Year Party

Praneeta Govil, Luckie
Milad and Azhiare
Goodwin-Rowe enjoy
food and drinks while
catching up during 
the event.

Lacee Ecker and
Morgan Moody
share a laugh
while waiting for
registrants.
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

handle limited tort motor vehicle collision cases. 

We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit in limited 

tort cases in the major jury system and try these  

cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury  

and recover money for their injuries.

HANDLING LIMITED TORT CASES

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

2017-18 Chair Alka
Patel accepts a
commemorative
plaque from 2018-
19 WLD Chair
Erica Laughlin
during the
Women in the
Law Division’s
annual meeting
in May. The
event was held 
at Hotel Monaco
in downtown
Pittsburgh.

WLD Annual Meeting

Many members of the Allegheny
County legal community gathered at
Hotel Monaco for the ACBA Women
in the Law Division Annual Meeting.

Carol Los Mansmann
Helping Hand Award
recipient Mary Kate
Coleman poses with
her brother, attorney
Sean Coleman. The
award is presented to
an individual who
embodies Judge
Mansmann’s values
and dedication to
advancing and
improving women
lawyers’ roles in the
legal profession.
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Christine Elzer

Prior to the evaluation, ex parte
communication with the evaluator is
prohibited. This differs greatly from
mediation, where separate “caucus”
sessions are the norm.

Following the evaluation, the
evaluator may discuss settlement if
both parties agree. As such, an ENE
sometimes morphs into a mediation.

In February, March and April of
this year, the court issued a series of
amendments to its ADR policies and
procedures, with the most recent
version effective April 23. Relevant to
ENE, Rule 4.9C now provides in part:
“The parties should determine in
advance whether the oral evaluation
will be delivered in a joint or separate
session. In the event that the parties
cannot agree, the oral evaluation shall
be delivered in separate sessions.”
Prior to the 2018 amendments, the
parties didn’t have that choice – the
old policies and procedures provided
that the evaluation was to be given
jointly, with ex parte communication
prohibited until after the evaluation
was given.

During the April CLE – which was
sponsored by the Women’s Bar
Association of Western Pennsylvania –
Fischer explained that this change in
policy arose out of feedback from
evaluators who felt uncomfortable
giving sometimes harsh evaluations
with all parties in the room. The
panelists were split on the wisdom of
this new policy, with two of us agreeing
that self-censorship by an evaluator
undermines the purpose of ENE. The
panelists also expressed concern
about the additional cost involved in
separate evaluations, noting both that
evaluators typically charge at least

ENE 
continued from front cover

$400-$500 per hour and that separate
evaluations would likely add another
hour to the bill. The remaining
panelist, on the other hand, praised
the new rule as more flexible, giving
the parties more control over their
ADR process.

All four speakers agreed that under
the new policy, it is important to
discuss in advance of the session
whether the evaluation will be given
jointly or separately.

Why might my client want to
choose early neutral evaluation over

mediation? The panelists shared their
views on some of the advantages of
ENE. Most significantly, the process
can give the parties a powerful “reality
check” about the strengths and
weaknesses of their case, as well as
the cost of federal litigation. This is
particularly helpful when one or both
parties – or their counsel – is unfamiliar
with the relevant laws or with litigation
in general.

Additionally, if a defendant does
not want to make a settlement offer –
or if the plaintiff has no interest in
making a settlement demand – choosing
ENE over mediation is a way to avoid
sanctions for bad faith. As Rule 2.8 of
the new policies and procedures
makes clear, good faith negotiation is
expected in mediation. In fact, if a
party elects mediation with no
intention of negotiating, that party
must inform the opposing side and the
mediator at least 15 days in advance,
the parties have the option of proceeding
with an ENE instead. Therefore, if
your client does not want to settle just
yet, ENE may be for you. n

Christine Elzer primarily represents
employees in discrimination cases. She
is also a trained mediator and an
approved neutral for the Western District
of PA’s ADR program.

ACBA welcomes
23 new members

The ACBA Board of Governors
approved the following as new ACBA
members in July.

Active members

Matthew J. Burne, Esq.
Sarah Coblentz, Esq.
Amy E. Coleman, Esq.
Edward Kelly, Esq.
Robert D. Kunkel, Esq.
Vikram Mangalmurti, Esq.
Peter M. McCall, Esq.
Katelyn McCombs, Esq.
Marilyn Mollett, Esq.
Blair Petrillo, Esq.
Whitney Redding, Esq.
Gretchen W. Root, Esq.

Affiliate member

Osona Steave

Law student members

Ashley N. Crane
Jacob A. Deane
William T. Fagan
Brandon Jewart
Peter Lovecchio
Karly Morgan
Clarissa Sarmiento
Anna Skipper
Russell Turner
Christopher Yon

Members can get consultation on their
legal actions and potential actions through
the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.
See acba.org/officerassignments for details.
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PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

The Environment and Energy Law
Section held a scholarship fundraiser
in Frick Environmental Center at
the end of May, which is the first
public and municipally owned
Living Building-certified project in
the country. Among those attending
the summer event were this year’s
scholarship recipients – from left –
Brendan Turly, Randa Lewis and
Stephanie Novak. They’re joined in
the photo by Dave Finui and Scott
Porterfield of event sponsor AmeriServ,
2018-19 section Chair Laura
Ragozzino and 2017-18 Chair David
Rockman. Scholarships are awarded
to second- or third-year law students
who intend to practice environmental
and/or energy law in Allegheny
County after graduation.Environment and Energy Law Scholarship Fundraiser

Section members toured
the building, which is
considered to be one of
the “greenest” buildings
in the world. When it
rains, water cascades
down this art ravine and
is captured in cisterns
and barrels. The rain
water is then used in the
building and in the 
landscape.

Attendees mingled over appetizers, wine and VooDoo Brewery beer in the
Frick Environmental Center in Frick Park.
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THE PREFERRED CHOICE
For more than a decade, LawPay has been the go-to 
solution for the legal industry. Our simple online 
payment solution helps lawyers get paid faster. 
LawPay lets you attach a secure payment link to your 
email, website, or invoices so that clients can pay with 
just a click. Our solution was developed specifically 
for law firms, so earned and unearned fees are 
properly separated and your IOLTA is always 
protected from any third-party debiting. Simply put, 
no online payment processor has more experience 
helping lawyers than LawPay.

EASY FOR YOUR CLIENTS, 
A NO-BRAINER FOR YOUR FIRM.

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail

Amount

Card Information

Roy Smith

Name on Card

5555 5555 5555 5555 111

Card Number CVV

August 2020

Exp.

500.00$
Your Law Firm
1234 Main Street
Anytown, TX 12345
512-555-1234
payments@yourlawfirm.com
www.yourlawfirm.com

YOUR LOGO

PAY ATTORNEY

Contact our legal payment experts at
888-934-0754 or visit lawpay.com/acba

Bar-Approved
Member Benefit

LawPay is a registered ISO of Citizens Bank, N.A.

IOLTA COMPLIANT

Approved Member Benefit
of 47 STATE BARS

Trusted by over
50,000 lawyers

Powering payments for
30+ TOP PRACTICE
MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

SECURE credit card
processing for law firms
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A FRIEND, INDEED
For nearly 90 years, Kennedy T. Friend Scholarship
has helped students attend Yale, University of Paris
By Mark Higgs

With student-debt figures higher
than ever and studies showing that the
cost of college has increased more
than 150 percent over the past two
decades, even the best-prepared
families might worry about paying for
college. But a significant source of
student aid exists for Allegheny County
attorneys – thanks to a friend they’ve
never met.

Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished
member of the Allegheny County bar,
died in 1929. Upon his death, his will
established a scholarship fund to pay
for education at Yale University or the
University of Paris, France. Children
of Allegheny County attorneys who
choose to attend Yale or Paris are
eligible to apply for the scholarship.

To be eligible, attorneys need not
be members of the ACBA but must
have their principal office in Allegheny
County. When their children apply to
Yale or Paris, they also must apply for
the Kennedy T. Friend Scholarship.
When grants are awarded, neither
financial need nor academic ability is
considered; all that matters is that the
student is accepted and remains a
student at Yale or Paris.

Richard McCoy learned about the
scholarship when his daughter, Cody,
was being recruited for track at Yale.

“KTF is kind of an unbelievable
thing,” McCoy said. “We would have
found a way to pay for stuff, but the
KTF scholarship changed our lives.
This guy (Friend) changed our lives.
Now, we can retire and not be a burden.
And our kids don’t have debt.”

The parents of KTF recipients and
the students all agree that the financial
impact is positively life changing. 

“The burden this takes off the
young people, this really changes
that,” McCoy said. “If you’re eligible
for KTF and can get into Yale, I don’t
see how you could go for anything
else. It opens doors for students who
don’t know the door is there. It’s one
of a kind.”

All majors welcome

One important fact about the
scholarship is that, although a parent
must be an attorney, scholarship
recipients are free to engage in
whatever studies they wish. Cody – the
first of three McCoy siblings to receive
the scholarship – majored in biology.

“We’re really fortunate to have this
chance. Kennedy T. Friend is really
unique and rare, and there aren’t
many scholarships out there like it,”
Cody said. “I feel very grateful for
the opportunity.”

Once Cody knew about the scholarship,
two of her siblings realized what a
great opportunity it presented.

“It was really amazing. A transfor-
mative time, both personally and
professionally,” said Tom McCoy, who
added that he probably would not
have gone to Yale to study linguistics
without KTF.

Yale is by no means cheap, and the
scholarship enabled Cody and Tom to
graduate sans student-loan debt – a
recurring theme with KTF scholars.

Tory McCoy had been planning to
apply to Yale because of the strength
of its paleontology program, but she
was worried about the cost. Although
KTF erased those worries, the
scholarship’s financial impact went
beyond mere tuition.

“KTF allowed me to focus on my
research while at Yale, which is
important for someone planning a
career in academia. I attended Yale
University as a graduate student, and
all of the graduate students receive a
base stipend, which they can supplement
by doing extra teaching,” said Tory,
who – thanks to the scholarship –
didn’t need to do extra teaching.

“I could instead spend that time on
research and develop a strong publi-
cation record, which in turn allowed
me to get a competitive postdoctoral
position after graduating from Yale
with my PhD,” she said. “I would have
attended Yale without the KTF, but
then I might not have been able to
advance my career so effectively.”

Ada Griffin is a Yale sophomore
who is majoring in art history with
pre-med aspirations. The daughter
of ACBA member Elisa Long, she,
too, has benefited from Friend’s
enduring legacy.

Ada said that before learning what
she would receive from the scholarship,
paying for college was the biggest
source of stress in her life.

“Being granted the full cost of my
tuition last year had an incredible
impact,” she said. “It meant that I was
able to focus completely on my classes
without the constant threat of student
loans looming overhead. It also meant
that my family has more resources
available for my siblings and their
educational futures.”

Ada recalled her freshman year
experience with a mix of emotions.

“At times it was lonely, it was
incredible, it was challenging and it
was beautiful,” she said. “I fell in love
with a field of study that I feel lucky to
imagine pursuing for the next three
years. With the freedom granted to me
by the KTF Scholarship, I felt an
enormous weight lifted from my
chest, and I was able to experience
everything my first year had to offer
without financial pressure.”

Family impact

Elisa Long learned of the scholarship
from a colleague. She and her husband
recognized the value in the scholarship
and what it could do for their family. 

“It meant that my husband and I
could continue our employment in
the public sector doing work we
believe is very important, while not
compromising Ada’s educational
opportunities,” said Elisa, an assistant
federal public defender.

Another ACBA member, Rhonda
Wasserman, said two of her three sons
received the scholarship to attend
Yale – and it helped prevent some
significant financial hassles.

“We had been saving money for
three children for college. We planned
to borrow against the equity of our
home,” she said.

Thanks to the scholarship fund, her
sons graduated with no debt.

Wasserman recommends that anyone
interested in the scholarship apply early
before they’re officially accepted.

“Aim high. This resource is available.
This scholarship is really significant,
and it could save them significant
amounts of debt.”

Reaching across the ages

So, everyone agrees: the Kennedy
T. Friend Scholarship changes lives
and eases the financial burden of college.
Scholarship recipients and their
parents, alike, shared their sentiments
and gratitude, and offered encouragement
to anyone who might benefit from this
rare opportunity.

“We’re profoundly grateful to the
family who endowed the scholarship,”
Wasserman said.

Griffin said those who’ve never
considered Yale have nothing to lose
and a lot to gain.

“I would encourage any other
eligible students to apply to these
schools, she said. “This chance to receive
generous financial support while in
college is too good of an opportunity to
reject without even trying.”

And McCoy? He’s simply in awe of
Friend’s legacy.

“This is a guy who lived 80 years
ago. He’s reaching his hand across the
ages to change lives,” said Richard
McCoy as he considered how Friend is
able to better the lives of people nearly
a century later.

“I wish I had that ability. It makes you
want to reach out and help people.” n

Experience. Responsiveness. Attention.

305 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard, Suite 205
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15234
412.571.9552 office
acornelius@ajciplaw.com

RESULTS
Andrew J. Cornelius, P.C.  |  Intellectual Property Law

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

How to apply
Scholarship applications should be
submitted at the same time as an
admission application is made to
Yale or the University of Paris. For
a scholarship application and other
information, see ACBF.org/Kennedy-
Scholarship-Fund.

Scholarship amounts
So, how much is awarded in 
scholarship money? The answer
varies from year to year, and is
determined by the trustees of the
fund. The value of the basic grant
has been as much as $66,900 in
recent years.

Being granted the full cost of my tuition last year had an 
incredible impact. It meant that I was able to focus completely on
my classes without the constant threat of student loans looming
overhead. It also meant that my family has more resources 
available for my siblings and their educational futures.

– Yale sophomore Ada Griffin

“

”
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LOCAL. EXPERIENCED. TRUSTED.

Your Financial Partner for Life.

Investment products are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed by the bank, may lose value,  
are not a bank deposit and are not insured by any federal government agency.

1-800-837-2265, ext. 5191

Serving clients since 1901.

PITTSBURGH 
United Steelworkers Building 

60 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 100, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

WILKINS TWP. 
(Monroeville) 

201 Penn Center Boulevard
Suite 200, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 2,000 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 38 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

• Five years (2014-2018) Super Lawyers Selection

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

“I was happy to see she made a
change with the (men’s) basketball
coach, and what I really liked about
the selection process is she didn’t
come out and talk.  Instead, she acted”
Orszulak said. “If you look at the big
picture, she’s creating a winning
atmosphere at Pitt. No longer will it be
accepted to be mediocre. If you don’t
produce a winner, you’re not welcome
at Pitt. She’s demanding it. She’s a
woman of action.”

Lyke will offer a presentation on
the state of Pitt sports that will
include a discussion of the sweeping
coaching changes, planned facility
upgrades and more. She’ll then open
the floor for a question-and-answer
session with ACBA members, followed
by a networking reception.

“We are anxious to see several of
our teams continue to build their
programs the right way with the right
players,” she said.  “Many of our head
coaches, particularly Coach Capel,
have ignited a new level of confidence
and belief in what we can accomplish
at Pitt.

“I am looking forward to seeing
continued progress by all of our sports
in the 2018-19 seasons.”

The timing of the program is ideal
as it comes just three days before Pitt

HEATHER LYKE 
continued from page 3

kicks off its football season Sept. 1
against Albany.

“There is nothing like opening game
week and the excitement that comes
with walking into Heinz Field for our
first kick-off of the season,” she said.

Attorney Ken Horoho pointed out
that while Lyke’s actions have been
sports related, her decisiveness and
leadership can be an example to
lawyers outside of the sports arena.

“What’s of interest to me is that Ms.
Lyke, in a very short period of time,
has shown great leadership at Pitt and
made some very difficult but very key
decisions,” Horoho said. “So, from the
perspective of a managing partner at a
law firm, we tend to overanalyze
issues and key decisions.

“It would be interesting to find out
how she approaches these major
decisions. What information she uses
to make these big changes, what her
vision is ... and how she puts a compli-
cated vision into action.”

If you look at the big picture, she’s creating a winning atmosphere 
at Pitt. No longer will it be accepted to be mediocre. If you don’t 
produce a winner, you’re not welcome at Pitt. She’s demanding it. She’s
a woman of action.

– ACBA member Joseph Orzsulak

“

”

A native of Canton, Ohio, Lyke was
a championship softball player at the
University of Michigan. She graduated
from the University of Akron School
of Law in 1995 and worked in NCAA
compliance at the University of
Cincinnati an Ohio State University. 

She quickly rose through the athletic
department hierarchy, then became the
athletic director at Eastern Michigan
in 2013. 

Lyke was hired by Pitt in March
2017, becoming the first woman to hold
the university’s athletic director job
full-time. She’s one of only four women
to hold the athletic director position at
NCAA “Power 5” conference institutions.

“There’s a history of NCAA athletic
departments being dominated by men
… and she’s shown great leadership in
a male-dominated area of athletics,
which is very impressive,” Horoho
said. “I am curious to hear Heather’s
perspective on how she’s managed to
address that.” n

Golf, bocce tournaments rescheduled for Oct. 8
Unfortunately, July 23’s golf and bocce tournaments were canceled due to rain. The 26th Annual
ACBA Golf Tournament and 6th Annual Bocce Tournament have been rescheduled for Oct. 8. 
More information will be released as plans for the make-up event are finalized. In the meantime,
contact Jessica Pfauth at jpfauth@acba.org or 412-402-6681 with any questions. 
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

But What Can I Do? I'm Just a [Insert Job Title Here] ...
Promoting Professionalism in the Legal Community  
1 Ethics credit

Current Practice Issues   
1 Substantive credit

In Side House: What In House Counsel and the 
Outside Attorneys Who Work with Them   
1 Substantive credit

Man’s Best Friend: Fitting Fido into Public Places    
1 Substantive credit

The Evolving Role of Municipal Governments in 
Oil and Gas Drilling   
1 Substantive credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Stuck in Dependence: 
The H-4 Visa and its Limitations 
Thursday, August 16  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

         Anti-LGBT Bias in Jury Selection 
          Wednesday, August 22  |  4 p.m.
          Dickie McCamey & Chilcote 
              CJE credit  |  1.5 Ethics credit

Top 10 Things You Need to Know to Practice 
in Federal Court 
Thursday, August 23  |  Noon
Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
1 Substantive credit

Rather be at the Beach but Behind on CLEs … 
Thursday, August 30  |  11 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 
2 Substantive and 1 Ethics credits

The Impaired Lawyer – A Call for Action 
Wednesday, September 5  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Air Sampling and Analysis 
Thursday, September 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Medicare 101: An Overview for Lawyers 
Tuesday, September 18  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit

An Analysis of Key 2017-18 Supreme Court 
Labor and Employment Decisions 
Thursday, September 20  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Trouble with Trust Accounting 
Friday, November 9  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit
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WPTLA’s Board of Governors for
more than a decade, he has served as
its treasurer, secretary, vice president
and president elect. Neiderhiser is a
partner at Marcus & Mack, P.C., which
focuses on representing the interest of
injured people in cases involving
catastrophic injuries, wrongful death,
industrial accidents, motor vehicle
collisions, premises liability and other
injury producing incidents. 

Larry Chaban
has been honored
with the Milton D.
Rosenberg Award.
This recognition is
given annually to a
trial lawyer whose
devotion to injured
victims, qualities
of leadership and
service to the
P e n n s y l v a n i a
Association for
Justice organization

best represent the life of the late
Milton D. Rosenberg, founder of
Pennsylvania Association for Justice.
The award was presented by PAJustice
at its annual summer retreat. Chaban
has served as comptroller for the
organization for the past five years
and devoted much of his time to work
on its behalf. For nearly 40 years, his
primary areas of practice have included
workers’ compensation, social security
disability and labor/employment law.

Catia Kossovsky has been elected
to the Board of Directors of the
National Cannabis Bar Association.

News and Notes
Phillip R. Earnest

of Pietragallo Gor-
don Alfano Bosick
& Raspanti, LLP
has been appoint-
ed by the Supreme
Court of Pennsyl-
vania’s Disciplinary
Board as a hearing
committee member
effective June 2018.
His appointment is
for a three-year
term. Earnest is

the practice group leader for litigation
defense and risk management. He
focuses his practice on representing
corporations with matters in commercial,
construction, and insurance claims
and litigation, and he drafts and
negotiates construction, indemnity, surety,
and insurance agreements for owners,
contractors, specialty subcontractors,
design professionals, insurers and
sureties. 

Bryan S. 
Neiderhiser has
been named presi-
dent of the West-
ern Pennsylvania
Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. WPTLA
strives to be a
voice for injured
victims and to
uphold and defend
their rights under
the American
legal system,

including trial by jury. As a member of

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

MEDICARE/MEDICAID
LIEN RESOLUTIONS

SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare/Medicaid Secondary Payer Statutes. 
Personalized service and expertise you can trust. 
412-302-8880; smason@firstreviewinc.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

The NCBA is a national organization
that advocates for legal professionals
that serve the cannabis industry.
Members consist of attorneys, academics
and politicians who work with and
service the industry. Kossovsky is the
owner of Kossovsky Law PLLC and is
of counsel to Hoban Law Group.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney William J.
Higgins Jr. has been disbarred on
consent from the Bar of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. The disbarment
took effect on July 10.

Phillip R.
Earnest 

Bryan S. 
Neiderhiser 

Larry 
Chaban 
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