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White House
policy keeping
immigration
lawyers busy
By Tracy Carbasho

On the heels of the U.S. Supreme
Court upholding part of President
Donald Trump’s travel ban, local
lawyers are fielding questions from
immigrants who are unsure about
what the action means for them.
“A visiting Chilean professor at a

local university asked me if immigration
officials would come to his house and
take him and his family away,” said
Robert Whitehill, a partner at Fox
Rothschild. “He is lawfully here, not
involved in politics in any way, but he’s
afraid. I responded with a discussion
of due process, that ours is a society of
laws and that he had nothing to fear.
He was not entirely satisfied.”
The Supreme Court’s ruling on

June 26 stems from an executive
order signed by Trump in January
and a revised executive order signed
in March, both addressing policies
and procedures related to the entry of
foreign nationals into the United
States. Trump drew strong criticism
from individuals who interpreted the
ban to be a strike against all Muslims
and both orders were immediately
challenged in several federal courts. 
The high court’s unanimous ruling

allows a portion – including a 90-day
ban on people entering the United
States from Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen – of Trump’s
second executive order to go into
effect. The court’s temporary ban
impacts individuals who “lack any

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Craig Waller admires his shot on the scenic 18th hole during the ACBA’s 25th Annual Golf Tournament and 5th
Annual Bocce Tournament. Held at the Club at Nevillewood on July 17, the tournament featured 116 golfers
and 32 bocce players.

Pitt Athletic Director Lyke to
speak at ACBA breakfast Aug. 16
By Brian Knavish

She’s also a lawyer.
Heather Lyke, the new athletic

director at the University of Pittsburgh,
took over the Pitt program on March
20 and has quickly energized the fan
base with her enthusiasm and vision.
Additionally – and of special

interest to ACBA members – she’s a
lawyer by trade, having graduated
from the University of Akron School
of Law in 1995.
Lyke will connect with her fellow

Pittsburgh-area attorneys for the first
time at the ACBA’s “Breakfast with
the Athletic Director” event on
Wednesday, Aug. 16, at the Rivers
Club in downtown Pittsburgh.  
The event, presented by Flaherty &

O’Hara PC, will begin at 7:30 a.m.
with a networking reception. Starting
at 8, Lyke will discuss the state of Pitt
athletics, her vision for the program’s
future and how her background in law
has helped to shape her career.

“It is an honor to speak with the
Allegheny County Bar Association
because of the profound respect I
have for the legal profession and the

quality of people connected with this
group,” she said. “It is a privilege to meet

Heather Lyke

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 9

25th Annual Golf Tournament

The winning bocce team of
Amy Carpenter, Kimberly
Motley-Phillips, Julie Neft
and Bryan Neft celebrate
their victory. This was the
fifth year the event featured
a bocce tournament.
See more photos on pages 4
and 5.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft.............................. 412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer........................ 412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

Christine Long........................ 412-766-8660

William J. McKim.................. 412-736-2672

September
John F. Becker........................ 412-921-1605

James G. Gordon.................... 412-232-0333

Cathy Martin.......................... 412-586-6118
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

In Re: Petition of Gregory A. Beluschak and at Least Five (5) Electors of the First Ward of the City of Clairton
to Appoint Gregory A. Beluschak, a Registered Elector in and Resident of the First Ward of the City of Clairton,
to fill the Current Vacancy on Clairton City Council for the First Ward of the City of Clairton, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Re: Petition of Richard L. Lattanzi, Raymond A. Kurta and Five (5) Electors of the First Ward of the City of Clairton
to Appoint Raymond A. (“Tony”) Kurta to fill the Vacancy on Clairton City Council Due to the Passing of Councilman
John A. Lattanzi on October 24, 2016, O’Reilly, J. .......................................................................................................................................Page 209
Election Law

Court evaluated Clairton Charter to hold that, when vacancy on City Council arose due to death of council member,
appointed member was to serve balance of deceased member’s term without having to first stand for election.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Ryan Metz, Lazzara, J. ........................................................................................................................Page 210
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Sufficiency—corpus delicti—VUFA Charges

While 18 Pa.C.S. § 6115(a) does not expressly create an offense for “selling” a firearm, the act falls under the category
“giving or otherwise delivering” a firearm.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Giante Alex Hilliard, Todd, J. ............................................................................................................Page 216
Commonwealth Appeal—Sufficiency—Hearsay—Habeas Petition—Dying Declaration—Excited Utterance—Confrontation

When victim cannot identify defendant, and does not remember hospital identification, police officer’s testimony, alone,
cannot support a prima facie case.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Brandon M. Wise, Mariani, J. .............................................................................................................Page 220
Criminal Appeal—Theft—Guilty Plea—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Multiple Cases Tried Together

A sentence of 67-174 months is not excessive based upon defendant’s lengthy criminal history and refusal to conform his conduct to the law.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Wesley Connor, Williams, J. ...............................................................................................................Page 222
Criminal Appeal—Weight of the Evidence—Sufficiency—Harassment—Disorderly Conduct

The disorderly conduct statute is not a catch-all offense for every case where there is a fight, it must occur in public.

The Pittsburgh Legal Journal provides ACBA members with timely,
precedent-setting, full text opinions, from various divisions of the Court
of Common Pleas. These opinions can be viewed in a searchable format 

on the ACBA website, www.acba.org.

Tournament golf, bocce results
Here’s a roundup of those with

notable performances during the 25th
Annual ACBA Golf Tournament and
Fifth Annual Bocce Tournament,
which was held July 17 at the Club at
Nevillewood. For photos, see pages 4
and 5.

Robert B. Sommer Cup
Fred Traynor
Josh Haas
Alex Shenderovich
Ed Shenderovich

Gismondi – ACBA President’s Cup
Bob Cameron
Steve Spolar

Terry Murphy
Brian Riley

James I. Smith, III Cup
Kevin Lomupo
Brian Kadlubek
Forrest Fordham
William Gagliardino

Individual leaderboard
Low gross, men – Mark Bartholic, 74*
Low gross, women – Lee Ann 

Caliendo, 92
Low net, men – Terry Murphy, 70
Low net, women – Patty Diulus

Myers, 75
*Won in scorecard playoff

Kirkpatrick Cup – skill events
Closest to the Pin (Women) #8 – Jill

Weimer
Closest to the Pin (Men) #13 – Mark

Bartholic
Longest Putt #9 – Michael 

Polanichka
Longest Drive (Men) #15 – Michael

Weber
Longest Drive (Women) #3 – Kim

Bodnar

Winning bocce team 
Amy Carpenter
Kimberly Motley-Phillips
Bryan Neft
Julie Neft
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was established in 1990 to help
facilitate the delivery of pro bono
legal services in the community. Since
2005, Pro Bono Center member
organizations and projects have
provided services to more than 50,000
low-income residents in Allegheny
County. That is an amazing number,
and it speaks volumes about the
commitment of the foundation and the
dedication of our bar to serving those
in need. Through the leadership of our
pro bono coordinator, Barb Griffin, the
foundation makes a positive difference
in someone’s life every single day.

That’s not all. With a small but
dedicated staff, led on a day to day
basis by Lorrie Albert, the foundation
raises, manages and distributes funds
to support its mission. You may have
heard of initiatives like Attorneys
Against Hunger, which has distributed
more than $1.7 million to 17 hunger-
relief agencies throughout Allegheny
County since its inception. But did you
know that through its efforts, the
foundation arranges for loans and
scholarships to local law students;
provides grants, including those for
military veterans and the elderly;
sponsors summer fellowships for law
students at local public service
organizations that provide legal
services; and supports our fellow lawyers
in need through the Lawyers Fund? 
None of this could be done without

the support of our local law firms and
attorneys. Leading the way is the Law
Firm Leadership Circle, a group of
firms that have demonstrated their
support of the foundation’s mission
by making a multi-year financial
contribution to support the founda-
tion’s pro bono, community and
professional programs. 
Then there is our Fellows Program,

which was established to recognize
and honor attorneys who have
demonstrated a commitment to
charitable, community, professional
and public service activities. Since the
program began, well over 700
attorneys have been inducted as
Fellows. Using funds generated
through the Fellows program, the

foundation initiated a grants program
for the first time in 2000 and has since
awarded grants totaling more than
$435,000 to community organizations
in support of their pro bono programs. 
There are many others who

contribute in a meaningful way to the
foundation’s efforts, including but not
limited to the volunteers who tirelessly
provide pro bono services to those in
need, those who generously make
financial contributions, all of the many
volunteers who serve on foundation
committees and those who have made
the foundation part of their planned
giving. And that’s just a few of the
ways that each of you can make a real
difference in our community.
Central to our efforts over the next

several years is growing our endowment
so that we can make sure that those in
need have a place to turn to for help
and support. Please consider how you
can help foster the continuation of the
foundation’s mission for years to
come. It’s not only our professional
responsibility to help those less
fortunate, but more importantly, it’s
an opportunity to give back in a way
that you will find deeply fulfilling. 
To all of you who have so generously

supported the foundation, you have
our deepest gratitude. And to those
who are just learning about the
foundation, please join us in supporting
our community! n

ACBF  P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Your continued support helps keep this ‘heart’ beating strong
By Patricia L. Dodge

As the incoming President of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation
Board of Trustees, I could not be more
proud to be associated with the staff,
volunteers and Board of Trustees who
are at the heart of our organization.
There are countless ways for all of us
to play a role in the good works of the
foundation; if you are not one of the
many who have already contributed their
talent, time or financial support, let me
give you a few reasons to do so now.
The foundation was established in

1980 as the philanthropic arm of the
bar association and has been a driving
force in our legal community to
promoting justice for all. It has grown
so much in the past ten years that it
has truly become the “heart of
Pittsburgh’s legal community.”
At its core, the foundation is

committed to ensuring that every
member of our community receives
the protections they are entitled to
under our legal system regardless of
their social status. The foundation
trains and connects volunteer lawyers
with the poor, the hungry, the elderly
and the abused to ensure that the
most vulnerable of our neighbors are
represented and protected.
What you may not know is how the

foundation fulfills its mission. As early
as the 1980s, the foundation began to
address the legal needs of low-income
residents in our community. The
Center for Volunteer Legal Resources,
now known as the Pro Bono Center,

Patricia Dodge
ACBF President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

w w w . a c b f . o r g
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Jack Hall knows the products industry – how it works, the challenges, 
the language. Now serving as a mediator, his trial experience and 
understanding of technology issues lend value to both sides of the

claim, providing fair, informed guidance to resolution. His up-to-date 
knowledge of products liability law provides real solutions for

claims brought into the ADR arena.

Industry Focus:
automotive, industrial machine/equipment, 

consumer products and appliances, industrial 
chemical products, food borne illness & FDA 
based food claims, medical devices, fire cause 

and origin cases, warranty cases, Lemon Law, 
class actions, MDL Litigation and dealer/ 

franchise matters 

Trial, Mediation 
and Industry Experience... 
working together as one.

Introducing

ADR, Local Counsel, Witness Preparation, Early Neutral Evaluation

(412) 999-7961
jack@jackhallpc.com
www.jackhallpc.com

Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator

Approved Panel
USDC W.D.PA

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Christine Mathews Long targets the boccino with a well-placed throw.

Prior to
heading out
for golf or
bocce, atten-
dees enjoy
lunch under
the awning
at the Club
at Neville-
wood.

Michael Weber waits 
for his putt to drop 
as teammate Jeffrey
Tomcik stands by.

After retrieving a stray ball – surely
someone else’s – from the sand trap,
Bryan Crippen joins teammates Tim
Berkey, Holly Shields and Susan Seitz
for a photo.

Anthony and Michelle Mazzarini
take a break from the golf action
to smile for a photo.

Scenes from the Greens
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

25th Annual Golf Tournament

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Sandy Niespodzianski, Tom Moore and Barb Griffin watch as
teammate Bob Cagna of USI Affinity aims takes his shot during a
close bocce match.

From left, Chris Hallock, Michael Polanichka, David Blaner and Daniel
Schimizzi strike a pose before teeing off.

Bill Simmons of S&T Bank
enjoyed an afternoon of
golf during the tournament.

Brian Riley,
Terry Murphy,
Bob Cameron
and Steve
S p o l a r
stopped their
game to show
off their acci-
dental team
uniform while
on the green.
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Solicitors invite school administrators to attend
CLE on Child Protective Services Law for free
By Kimberly Palmiero

When attorneys attend an Aug. 17
refresher program on Pennsylvania
Child Protective Services Law, they’ll
be rubbing elbows with superintendents
and other administrators from local
school districts.
Changes to state law since 2014

mean that more adults in institutional
settings are required to report suspected
abuse, prompted in part as a result of
the Jerry Sandusky sex scandal at Penn
State. There’s also been heightened
awareness in Western Pennsylvania
following a series of incidents in
which teachers were arrested for
inappropriate contact with students.
While organizing the program, the

ACBA’s Association of Municipal and
School Solicitors Section decided to
invite school administrators to attend
at no charge.
“This was originally going to be one

of our monthly meeting presentations,
but we saw that there would be a lot of
interest in the topic and having it right
at the start of the school year was
perfect timing,” said Robert “Max”
Junker, who organized the program
and is former chair of the ACBA’s
Association of Municipal and School
Solicitors Section. 
“Any attorney advising an institution

serving children – like hospitals,
performing arts schools or athletic
leagues –will benefit from this program,”
said Junker, a shareholder in the public
sector and energy and natural
resources groups of Babst Calland.

The presenters are attorneys
Aimee Zundel and Alyssa Golfieri.
Zundel is an associate at Weiss
Burkardt Kramer, LLC, where she
concentrates in school law and special
education issues. Golfieri is an associate
at Babst Calland, where she focuses
on municipal and land-use law. 
Updates to state law took effect at

the close of 2014 and changed the way
child abuse is reported in Pennsylvania.
Now, adults who come into contact with
children in a professional setting must
report suspected abuse directly to the
Pennsylvania Department of Human
Services, rather than, for example, a
supervisor. Mandatory reporters include
school district solicitors, funeral
directors and some volunteers.
Educators, and some others who

come into contact with children, must
also undergo three hours of training
by Jan. 1, 2018. The goal: to create a
uniform understanding of the require-
ments, which place a finer point on
how to recognize signs of abuse. 
Many districts already have

heightened awareness of the potential
for child abuse following the arrests
of school employees for improper
contact with students.

“Leading into a new school year, it’s
always good to give a refresher to
everyone who is affected by this,” said
Jocelyn Kramer, chair of the Association
of Municipal and School Solicitors Section
and a partner at Weiss, Burkhardt,
and Kramer, LLC. “We think it’s a
great opportunity for anyone who
comes into contact with children.”
“Most of them are complying with

the training requirements; we are
getting more and more knowledgeable
as time goes on,” Kramer said.
Mandated, three-hour training –

led by a state contractor – includes
how to recognize signs for different
types of abuse. In younger children,
for example, feeling withdrawn, fearful
to the extreme, or even clingy, could
be a sign of sexual abuse. The changes
also reduced the injury threshold for
physical abuse.
“They have gone a lot further (with

the training) to help mandated
reporters with identifying those types
of behavioral concerns that were not
talked about as much,” Kramer said.
The new laws may have led to a

spike in reports to the state Department
of Human Services. Statewide, the
number of reports spiked by 38 percent –

rising from 29,273 in 2014 to 40,590 –
in the year after the changes. In
Allegheny County, the increase was
more dramatic as the numbers of
reports rose from about 1,900 to nearly
2,800 – a jump of 48 percent.
The increase in reports was accom-

panied by a decline in the percentage
of substantiated cases of abuse.
Statewide, the percentage dipped from
11.4 percent in 2014 to 10.4 percent in
2015. In Allegheny County, the figure
dropped from 5.7 to 4.3 percent.
There also are harsher penalties

for mandatory reporters – including
a felony charge for those who
witness some types of abuse and fail
to report it.
“When we do trainings too we are

forceful about the fact that failure to
report is a crime. You don’t really
have a choice, and if it comes out that
you don’t do it, you could be charged
criminally and I think making that
part of the training is very important,”
Kramer said.
“When in doubt, report, if you have

any feeling something is wrong, report it.
I still get calls, asking, ‘Is it something
we need to Childline,’ and most times
my answer is ‘Childline it,’” she said.
In Allegheny County, the number of

reports in that same period went from
about 1,900 to nearly 2,800. (47%)
In 2015, 40,590 reports statewide

for suspected abuse were received,
an increase of 11,317 reports 
(38 percent) compared to 2014,
according to Child Protective Services’
annual report. n

If you’re going
What: “Child Protective Services Law – Know Your Obligations”
When: Noon to 1 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 17
Where: Koppers Building, downtown Pittsburgh
Details: RSVPs due by Aug. 15. To register, see ACBA.org.
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Experience. Responsiveness. Attention.

305 Mt. Lebanon Boulevard, Suite 205
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15234
412.571.9552 office
acornelius@ajciplaw.com

RESULTS
Andrew J. Cornelius, P.C.  |  Intellectual Property Law BOB GARBER

412-261-9933
412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

Attorney Bob Garber is a trusted, proven attorney who
has been handling referral cases for over 39 years.

• All Family Law Matters • Non-Violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • PI & Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

CONFLICTS? CASE TOO SMALL? CHALLENGING CLIENT? 

“I’ll take the case and do the work. 
You keep a satis�ed client.”

REFER A CASE, NOT YOUR CLIENT

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

with this association and start building
relationships within our community.”
From the prospect of new athletic

facilities to the renewed football rivalry
with Penn State to the rebuilding
basketball program, there is no
shortage of Pitt sports topics that
should interest ACBA members. 
The timing is especially appropriate

as the event falls less than three
weeks before the Pitt football team’s
Sept. 2 season opener against
Youngstown State. 
“As we get set to kick off the

football season, I could not be more
excited about the direction and vision
for Pitt Athletics,” she said. “We
have assembled a dynamic team of
difference-makers leading our
organization who believe we can build
an athletic department focused on
comprehensive excellence. We will
build our program with great integrity
and expect to compete for ACC and
national championships.” 
Given that she’ll be addressing an

audience of lawyers, Lyke also will
discuss her background in law. 
“My background as a lawyer

helped shape and advance my career
in intercollegiate athletics immensely
because of the unique analytical and
extensive written and verbal commu-
nication skills developed throughout
law school,” Lyke said. “The ability to
think and analyze situations on your
feet is also essential in this fast-paced
competitive environment.”
A native of Canton, Ohio, Lyke was

a standout scholastic athlete. She
attended the University of Michigan,

PITT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
continued from front cover

where she was captain of the Wolverines’
Big Ten champion softball team. After
earning an undergraduate degree in
education, she enrolled in law school
at Akron. 
Her legal training led to a career in

the NCAA compliance aspect of
intercollegiate athletics. She interned
in the NCAA’s compliance-enforcement
department before landing a position at
the University of Cincinnati in 1996 as
assistant athletic director for compliance.
Two years later, she was hired at

Ohio State as the associate athletic
director for sport administration,
compliance and camp operations. She
remained with the Buckeyes for 15
years and rose to become senior
associate athletic director.
In 2013, she was hired as vice

president and director of athletics at
Eastern Michigan University. During
her tenure, EMU captured 16 Mid-
American Conference championships;
most notably, EMU’s once-floundering
football program became a nationally
ranked competitor.
Lyke earned a reputation for also

demanding excellence in the classroom
from student athletes. During her time
at Eastern Michigan, the university’s
student athletes had an 81-percent
graduation rate and earned some 400
All-Academic honors.
She also oversaw significant athletics

fundraising achievements and facilities

upgrades, all of which captured the
attention of Pitt’s search team.
Lyke was selected to be the AD at

Pitt following a national search. She is
the first woman to serve as the
full-time athletic director at Pitt in
the 106 years the position has existed.
She’s also one of only four women
athletic directors at NCAA “Power 5”
conference schools. 
“Heather Lyke’s track record

exemplifies her dedication to student
athletes. She has a passion for success
in the classroom, on the playing field
and in life after graduation,” Pitt
Chancellor Patrick Gallagher said at
the time of her hire. 
It’s not only those within the

university who are excited to have her
at Pitt. Fans and supporters are just
as enthused.  
“Heather Lyke has brought a new

energy and expertise to the Pitt
athletic program, so this is an exciting
time for Pitt fans,” said attorney R.J.
O’Hara of sponsoring firm Flaherty
and O’Hara. “We jumped at the
opportunity to sponsor this event and
help bring Heather, a lawyer herself,
to our fellow ACBA members. 
“On a personal note, as a father of

a daughter who was a college-level
athlete and who is now entering law
school, I find it exciting to support a
woman AD at a Division I school
like Pitt.” n

To RSVP for breakfast
Admission to Breakfast with the Athletic Director Heather Lyke is $25 for
ACBA members and $40 for all others. See ACBA.org to register.
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Where 
Employment 
Meets 
the Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients 
with advice, counseling and 
representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including 
illegal workplace discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

bona fide relationship with a person or
entity in the United States,” such as a
spouse, close relative, employer or
enrollment in an American university.
Immigration attorneys like Whitehill

have seen an increase in the number
of immigrants, their family members
and their employers seeking advice
since Trump took office. The inquiries
are being made by people who come
from the six countries in the travel
ban as long-time permanent residents
who now want to become U.S. citizens.

WHITE HOUSE POLICY
continued from front cover

Whitehill said he thinks that “if the
government continues its attack on
immigrants,” businesses will be less
able to attract and retain skilled and
nonskilled noncitizen workers. 
“With the travel ban, some people

will not be able to come to the United
States or to return. Academic institutions
will lose the intellectual talent of
foreign students and faculty,” Whitehill
said. “As legal immigration becomes
more restrictive for physicians, hospitals
are challenged to secure the staffing they
need. This is particularly true of health-
care facilities in underserved areas.”

However, the court’s decision in
June and its willingness to hear the
full case in October are viewed by
Trump as a clear victory and proof that
his action was not unconstitutional as
opponents had alleged.
“Great day for America’s future

security and safety, courtesy of the
U.S. Supreme Court,” the president
tweeted after the ruling. “I will keep
fighting for the American people
and win.”
Adrian Roe, who chairs the ACBA

Immigration Law Committee, said the
Supreme Court’s decision to stay
certain aspects of the travel ban
points to the very substantial power
the president has in relation to
foreign affairs. 
“But as to aliens who have substantial

ties to the United States, I believe the
executive order is subject to review to
the extent that there is evidence of an
invidious motive – that is, religious
discrimination,” Roe said. “I don’t
believe the president could announce
a ban on admitting persons of certain
ethnicity, but I also believe it will be
difficult to translate campaign rhetoric
into proof that the president’s revised
travel ban amounts to a full-scale ban
on Muslims.”
Roe has worked with several asylum

applicants who still see America as
the last great hope for freedom.
“For all the negative publicity and

supposed decline in the international
stature of our country, there are still
many who see our country as their
best hope for safety and freedom,”
Roe said. “The question is whether the
Trump administration will show that it
is sincerely focused on developing
improved security measures to protect
our country or if it is just trying to
keep out all Muslims. I am a hopeful

person, and some conduct – such as
narrowing the scope of the ban and
removing Iraq from the list of banned
countries – indicates to me that the
administration is serious about filtering
out all security threats as opposed to
all Muslims.”
Roe has not seen a huge increase in

his immigration practice, but he has
seen a huge uptick in the attention being
given to immigration law issues, including
the ACBA’s decision to re-energize the
Immigration Law Committee.
Ashley Lively, vice-chair of the

committee, saw her largest increase in
immigrants as clients after the election
in November. She said she doubts
there will be much local litigation
directly related to the travel ban due
to the small amount of international
flights to and from the Pittsburgh
International Airport.
Many of Lively’s clients from Mexico

and Central America fall into two
categories – those who have spent a
lot of time in the United States and
have children with U.S. citizenship
and those who fear returning home
due to persecution or violence.
“I’ve worked with several Mexican

nationals who have 10 years or more
in the United States with multiple U.S.
citizen children and no criminal
history,” Lively said. “Due to rhetoric
at the national level, they come in
seeking services regarding the options
they may have in an attempt to gain
temporary legal status.”
With respect to the Supreme

Court’s decision to ban individuals who
do not have a “bona fide” relationship
with a person or entity in the United
States, Lively believes the government
will err on the side of caution when
determining who has a qualifying
relationship. n
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Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

www.plummerslade.com 412-261-5600

428�Forbes�Avenue,�Suite�2450�,�Pittsburgh,�PA��15219

“Your�single�source�for�IT�solutions”

Exclusively�endorsed�for�IT�solutions�by�the
Allegheny�County�Bar�Association�(ACBA).

Serving�over�100+�law�firms�in�the�Pittsburgh
and�surrounding�area.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Ethical Dilemma?

Get Three Ethics CLE Credits in One Day
Need those last few CLE credits for the August compliance period deadline?
During the distractions of summer, it’s easy to fall behind on your CLEs, and

those ethics programs can be especially hard to find. Thankfully, the ACBA can
help you solve this dilemma. View three previously recorded one-hour ethics

CLEs from the 2017 ACBA Bench-Bar Conference. Each video will be shown in a
conference room on a 3-hour rotating basis so you can view them in the order

that you wish; the three-CLE package is available in “buy two, get one free” 
format, or individually. Ethics credits can be substituted for substantive credits,

making this promotion all the more valuable.

Following are the available courses:

Intervention Strategies for Legal Professionals (1 Ethics Credit): Lawyers have
some of the highest rates of depression and problem drinking among all 
professionals. This program will discuss why attorneys are so at-risk and

describe the resources available for assisting colleagues and/or family mem-
bers in distress within the framework of the motivational interviewing style.

ADR in the Year 2030 – No Longer Alternative, and Transforming the Practice 
of Law (1 Ethics Credit) A panel of experts share their predictions on how the

continued evolution and expansion of ADR will continue to transform the 
practice of law. The panel will discuss the shift away from the historic 

litigation-centric focus of law to a renewed emphasis on problem prevention
and information resolution.

Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

To pay by credit card, see: www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

Cybersecurity: Identifying and Avoiding Risks to Your Practice (1 Ethics Credit):
How secure are your firm’s computer systems and electronic documents? 

Hacking and cyberattacks are among the greatest risks law firms and 
companies of all sizes face today. This program will discuss the trends in 
cyberattacks and the very real threats they pose to legal practices. The 

speakers will discuss approaches that practices can take to manage the risks
and tips on what to look for in cloud providers and vendors.

*Pizza Lunch will be served.

*Materials will be distributed electronically (email) on August 17, 2017.

Credits: 3 hours of Ethics CLE credit (Ethics credit may be substituted for 
Substantive credit) • When: Monday, Aug. 28 • Registration: 10 a.m. • Time: 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Where: ACBA headquarters, Koppers Building, 436 Seventh
Ave., 4th floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $70 for ACBA members, $90 for all
others • Last date to pre-register: Saturday, Aug. 26, 11:59 p.m.

ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY LAW SECTION
The Utility Company of the Future

From solar generation to environmental regulations, the energy industry is 
rapidly changing. How energy is delivered to homes and businesses is 

evolving, and those changes are expected to be even more profound in the
future. This one-credit program will examine what utility companies in the

future will look like, and efforts underway in the industry today to prepare for
those changes. The program will explore the cutting edge technology being

used in the industry, and panelists will discuss issues such as the threat of 
electromagnetic interference, cybersecurity of the grid and evolving 

compliance issues. The program is designed for attorneys who practice in 
environmental and/or energy law, in-house corporate counsel, municipal 

attorneys and those who work in the government sector. 
*Pizza Lunch will be served.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Wednesday, Aug. 30 •
Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building
Conference Center, 436 Seventh Ave., Grant Room, 9th floor, Pittsburgh, PA
15219 • Cost: $40 for Environment and Energy Law Section members, 
$55 for ACBA members, $70 for all others • Last date to pre-register: Monday,
Aug. 28, 11:59 p.m.



People on the Move
Sloane B.

O’Donnell has
joined Tucker
Arensberg, P.C., in
the bankruptcy,
insolvency and
creditors’ rights
group. She has
experience in liti-
gating bankruptcy
matters – including
relief from stay
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Sloane B.
O’Donnell

and contests to proofs of claims –
on behalf of financial institutions. 
In state court matters, O’Donnell has
experience representing financial
institutions, businesses and equipment
lessors in breach of contract actions
and recovery matters.

Mark E. Hill has joined Houston
Harbaugh, P.C., as its chief operating
officer. He succeeds Keith T.
Cameron who served as the firm’s
COO for 24 years.

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE CONSULTING
MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

In Memoriam

Pittsburgh trial lawyer John P.
Baginski, 67, passed away at his
residence in Palm Harbor, Fla., on
May, 28, 2017, after a 16-month battle
with pancreatic cancer. He is survived
by his wife, Jane (MacCaffrey)
Baginski, and daughter, Julia Felixa
Baginski, age 11.
Baginski was a well-known and

respected lawyer in Pittsburgh, New
York, and Philadelphia, recently retiring
after 35 years of legal service with
Liberty Mutual Insurance Co. He
graduated from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1971 with honors and
earned his Juris Doctor from the
University of San Diego School of Law
in 1975. However, he often reflected
that his most formative education took
place as a high school boarding student
at Our Lady of Lourdes Preparatory
Seminary in Cassadaga, N.Y., where
he learned that doing the right thing
was always the best choice even though
it was often the more difficult path.
Baginski began his legal career in

1976 with the Pittsburgh law firm of
Wayman, Irving, and McAuley and, in
1980, joined Liberty Mutual’s Pittsburgh
legal office, then known as the Law
Offices of Clem Kyle. He was promoted
to managing attorney in 1983, and the
offices became Baginski & Bashline.
In 1990, he was made regional general
attorney for the company’s Central
Division and later served in that role
for its New York Division. His last post
was as the managing attorney in Liberty
Mutual’s Philadelphia office of Baginski,
Mezzanote, Hassan, and Rubinate. 
Baginski tried dozens of personal

injury suits in Allegheny County. He
was able to bring a personal touch to
the courtroom. Karen Hughes – who
worked with him at Liberty and now is
with Nedlik and Associates – recounted
that “he was absolutely authentic and
relatable, even in the stress of trial,
and the jury loved him. His authenticity
resonated with them.”

Jerry Hutton, an associate and life-
long friend, recalled that the most
memorable was the Kaufmann’s
department store explosion tried
before Judge Silvestri Silvestri. Thirty
injured shoppers’ cases were tried,
resulting in two days of closing
arguments, with attorney Harold
Gondelman, the last of the plaintiff ’s
attorneys, introducing his closing
argument as brief, “for the mind can
only absorb what the fanny can
endure” – a story that Baginski
enjoyed sharing. 
Baginski’s managerial abilities

quickly escalated his career.
“John said he was like a conductor

of an orchestra, working with talented
people and bringing them all together
for the best possible client result,”
Hughes said.
Baginski is remembered as a font

of knowledge with a talent for identi-
fying practical solutions to difficult
issues that attorneys faced.
“He was able to listen to a situation,

get to the bottom line, and provide a
solution that just felt right and made
me wish I had thought of it,” attorney
Terry Bashline said.
Baginski’s legal and business

acumen earned him respect and
loyalty, but it was his “open, loving
and accepting heart that will be most
remembered,” said Mary McCrory,
who worked with him at Liberty
Mutual. “He never judged, he always
played fair, and the kindness of his
spirit and the strength of his soul
resonated for his friends, coworkers
and family.
“He was a tribute to the legal

profession, reflecting the very highest
standards of professionalism,
kindness, humor and integrity,”
McCrory said. “John had lasting
impact on the legal community both
here and nationally and he will be
dearly missed by all who had the
privilege to know him.” n

John Baginski, longtime attorney
for Liberty Mutual Insurance Co.

Need new clients?
We’ll help bring them to you.

For information about how the Lawyer Referral
Service can help more clients find YOU, please
contact Whitney Hughes at 412-402-6703 or

whughes@acba.org. For a closer look
at this unique Pittsburgh legal service, please

visit www.GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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