
Al
leg

he
ny
 C
ou
nt
y B

ar
 A
ss
oc
iat
ion

40
0 
Ko
pp
er
s 
Bu
ild
in
g, 
43
6 
Se
ve
nt
h 
Av
en
ue

Pi
tts
bu
rg
h,
 P
A 
15
21
9-
18
18

Ad
dr
es
s 
Se

rv
ic
e 
Re

qu
es
te
d

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Pi
tt

sb
ur

gh
, P

A
Pe

rm
it 

#
13

0

Vol. 19   No. 17 August 18, 2017The Journal of the Allegheny County Bar Association

Summer fellowship programs mark fourth year
Programs offer experience

while stressing importance

of pro bono service

By Claire Kortyna

Now in their fourth year, the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
two summer fellowship programs –
the Gismondi Certified Law Student
Summer Fellowship Program and the
Lawyers Fund Law Student Summer
Fellowship Program – continue to
provide paid summer employment for
second year law students attending
the University of Pittsburgh and
Duquesne University. 

The Gismondi Certified Law Student
Summer Fellowship, working with
students from the University of
Pittsburgh, continues to offer plenty
of hands-on courtroom experience
and client-interviewing skills. Paired
with either the Neighborhood Legal
Services Association, the District
Attorney’s Office or the Public
Defender’s Office, the Gismondi
summer fellows delve into the day-to-
day operations of attorney life, gaining
invaluable working knowledge that
can’t be obtained in the classroom. 

“In addition to being able to
conduct preliminary hearings, I was
fortunate enough to help clients obtain
mental-health treatment, employment
opportunities and educational resources.
My summer afforded me not only the
opportunity to have client interaction
and litigation experience,” said Miracle
Jones, a Gismondi Summer Fellow,
“but also a chance to interact with
county stake-holders invested in helping
indigent individuals accused of criminal
offenses reintegrate into society, all
without causing a financial burden.

Mariani, Farrell, Oliver among those
appointed to grand jury task force
By Tracy Carbasho

Three local legal professionals are
among those tasked with reviewing
and making recommendations to
revamp the practices and procedures
of investigating grand juries for the
first time since the rules were
established in 1978.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court
announced on July 20 that it has
formed a seven-member task force to
perform a comprehensive review of
these grand juries and to recommend
any changes that members deem
necessary. Chief Justice Thomas
Saylor has asked Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas Judge Anthony
Mariani to chair the group.

“Investigating grand juries are an
important tool in the investigation of
criminal activities,” Mariani said.
“There are procedures to protect
witnesses in cases where people are
reluctant to come forward and the
secrecy of the grand juries protects
people’s reputations when an allegation
turns out to be false.”

Joining Mariani on the task force
are Thomas Farrell – a partner in the
Pittsburgh office of Farrell & Reisinger –
and Wesley Oliver, a professor at the
Duquesne University School of Law.
The remaining members include
another judge and three attorneys
from throughout the Commonwealth.

“We’re also going to solicit input
from outside the task force from

prosecutors and practitioners
involved in the state’s criminal justice
system and the federal system,” Mariani
said. “Our recommendations could
include making new rules, amending
the rules, possibly amending the
Grand Jury Act, creating a manual or
involving the legislative process.”

Mariani’s background as a criminal
defense attorney, former federal
prosecutor and the state’s first
independent prosecutor made him an
ideal choice for chair. He said he will
approach his responsibilities as chair
with an open mind and will let the
ideas of all members determine the
action of the task force. 

He also is open to receiving
suggestions from attorneys and
judges who might have ideas about
which issues the task force should
study. Suggestions may be mailed to
his chambers or emailed to him at
Anthony.mariani@alleghenycourts.us.

As of July 31, a date had not been
set for the initial meeting of the
task force. Mariani said he and
Saylor talked about having the group
make its recommendations within 18
to 20 months. 

The Supreme Court wants the task
force to assess the scope and nature of
grand jury secrecy, as well as the roles
of the supervising judge and the
state’s attorney. The review is expected
to include discussion about the training
for supervising judges, gag orders and
swearing attorneys to secrecy.

In a news release announcing the
task force, Saylor said recent high-profile
cases – including Commonwealth v.
Sandusky; Commonwealth v. Curley,
Schultz & Spanier; and Common-
wealth v. Kathleen Granahan Kane –
have focused attention on investigating
grand juries and the important role
they play in the justice system.

Farrell noted that prosecutors
throughout the state have used
investigating grand juries in a number
of complex and significant investigations
over the past decade. 

“Those have included public
corruption investigations and
inquiries into how institutions, such as
universities and religious orders, have
responded to allegations of possible
child abuse,” Farrell said. “In
addition, recent amendments to the
criminal rules authorize counties to
use indicting grand juries in cases
where there are legitimate concerns
about witness intimidation. The rules
for procedures in those grand juries are
modeled on the rules for investigating
grand juries, so the practices in one
affect the other.”

Farrell said the increase in the use
of grand juries makes it prudent to
review the rules and practices to
ensure they are serving legitimate
prosecutorial needs, while also
protecting the rights of witnesses and
targets of grand jury investigations.

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7

PHOTO BY LORRIE ALBERT

Among the 2017 summer Fellows were, from left, Ankur Sakaria (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Leah Cox (Lawyers
Fund Fellow), Andrew Yetzer (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Joelle Shanesy (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Miracle Jones
(Gismondi Fellow), Adrienne Box (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Ashley Blakeney (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Taylor
Isaac (Gismondi Fellow) and Drew Sheldon (Lawyers Fund Fellow).
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

Christine Long ........................412-766-8660

William J. McKim ..................412-736-2672

September
John F. Becker ........................412-921-1605

James G. Gordon ....................412-232-0333

Cathy Martin ..........................412-586-6118
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. David Joseph Paterson, McDaniel, J. ................................................................................................Page 223
Criminal Appeal—Guilty Plea—Denial of Motion to Withdraw Plea—No Plausible Claim of Actual Innocence—PNA—
Plea Entered Knowingly—Sex Offenses*

Court is permitted to require a criminal defendant to assert a plausible claim of actual innocence for plea to be withdrawn prior to sentencing.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Richard McCracken, McDaniel, J. ....................................................................................................Page 227
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Ineffective Assistance of Counsel—Prosecutorial Misconduct—Missing Medical Records—
Improper Questioning of Expert Witness—Failure to Object—Sexual Assault Case Involving Juvenile*

Defense alleges ineffectiveness relating to Commonwealth expert on “typical rape victim” symptoms.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Javon Hart, McDaniel, J. ....................................................................................................................Page 232
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Evidence—Hearsay—Relevance—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects )—Merger—Crimen Falsi—
Impeachment of Witness—Sexual Assault Case Involving Juvenile*

Multiple claims in case involving sexual abuse of juvenile, including the use of a stuffed animal during child victim’s testimony.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Joanna Charles, Borkowski, J. ...........................................................................................................Page 240
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Theft Offenses—Restitution

Theft conviction based upon administratrix’s failure to disburse funds from her father’s estate.

*This opinion was redacted by the ACBA staff. It is the express policy of the Pittsburgh Legal Journal not to publish the names
of juveniles in cases involving sexual or physical abuse and names of sexual assault victims or relatives whose names could be used
to identify such victims.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

On Aug. 14, the Koppers Building’s newly refurbished conference center in the building’s lower level hosted a
full house for “Growing Trend: Lawyers Professional Liability Claims in Estate Planning.” The meeting
space includes new conference rooms of varying size and a moot court room, all featuring new furniture, audio-
visual equipment, kitchen and artwork. All ACBA meetings and CLEs that typically would be held on the ninth
floor of the building now will be held in this new space; those scheduled in the fourth floor ACBA conference
rooms will remain at those locations. Stairs to get to the new space are located on both the Grant Street and
William Penn Place sides of the lobby; the elevator that accesses the space is located next to the convenience
store in the Koppers Building lobby.

New ACBA Meeting Space
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Gismondi& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

attorney when the need arises. And it
leaves me without concerns that the
attorney to whom I referred my client
will seek to undermine my ability for
any future representation. Having a
wide network to draw from is critical
to maintaining such balance. 

Beyond the referrals, the ability to
call up a fellow Real Property Section
member about a property transfer tax
concern or seek advice on a list of
arbitrators or simply bouncing ideas
during the drafting process of a cross-
easement agreement is another
valuable resource of my ACBA
membership. And that experience is
duplicated thousands of times over
every week among the practitioners in
all of our substantive committees and
sections, whether at meetings or over
the phone or via email and text. Just
the other day, I reached out to a
regular sounding board about an issue
of a reassessment matter in another
Pennsylvania county. 

The other intangible benefit is
meeting people from diverse areas of
practice, neighborhoods, political
views and nationalities to expand one’s
personal experience of friendships and
to learn about others more directly.
Even more fun is then running into
them as I coach my kids’ tournament
baseball team or at a Pittsburgh Ballet
Theatre gala. 

These opportunities likely can and
do happen absent membership in the
ACBA. But I have certainly found
that my ACBA membership has its
intangible privileges. If you have not
yet experienced the same, consider
getting more involved. If you are a
paper member of a section or committee,
offer to do a CLE on a topic in your

wheelhouse. Consider running for an
office or seek an appointment from a
chair or, frankly, from me. We are
always looking to expand the ACBA
universe, and if you believe there is an
underserved practice area or legal
issue that warrants our attention, reach
out to the section and committee – or
just give me a call. 

That is precisely how our newest
substantive committee originated. I
was approached by several practitioners
in Allegheny County and other parts
of the Commonwealth about how

far-reaching the impact of the state’s
new medical marijuana program
would be to the practice of law. After
an organizing interest meeting and
several phones calls and emails, the
Board of Governors authorized the
creating of the new ACBA Medical
Marijuana and Hemp Committee in
July and we launch this month. 

I look forward to hearing from
more of you and about your ideas and
experiences in the coming months of
my term via email, calls or stopping by
at the latest Coffee with Coffey event. n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

The subtle benefit of collegiality – referrals
By Hal Coffey

Quite often, we at the ACBA tout
the numerous member benefits. These
include discounts on necessary services
such as rental cars, e-discovery and
credit card processing. They also
include access to first-rate insurance
programs through USI for professional
liability, health, auto, life and others.
And you can find these and many
more on the ACBA website under the
tab labeled “Benefits and Resources.”

But the member benefit whose
virtues I wish to extol are less tangible:
collegial interaction that leads to
referrals, sounding boards and
friendships. From my own experience,
the network of colleagues that I have
built during my years with the ACBA
has paid for my membership dues
many times over. 

The potential for referrals is a
two-way street. In one direction, I
receive calls and emails from ACBA
colleagues on a regular basis asking if
I am interested in a potential business
referral. This may be the result of a
conflict for the colleague individually
or for their firm. Many times it is also
the result of a colleague whose area of
practice is narrow or nuanced and the
referral’s need falls outside that
realm. For example, family law friends
will contact me about a property tax
assessment appeal or business dispute
for a divorce client. Other times, it
may be a transactional attorney who is
approached by a potential client for a
matter that is clearly on the road (or
in the midst) of litigation or for a land
use or zoning proceeding where my
colleague knows of our firm’s experience
in that municipality. The benefits to
me and my firm are clear in such
instances as we are able to assist a
client and recognize financial benefits
through helping them succeed.

The other side of that referral
street is equally beneficial. By having
a large network of ACBA members in
my contacts and having learned their
specific areas of practice, I am able to
make pointed referrals for friends,
clients and even cold calls. The benefit
to me is providing that potential referral
with the best-targeted attorney who
can help resolve their issues for which
I have a conflict or is one of the few
areas of law outside of my firm’s
practice. The collegial atmosphere of
the practice of law within the ACBA
makes me extremely comfortable to
refer a client of mine to another

Hal Coffey
ACBA President

Coffee with Coffey
At the inaugural Coffee with Coffey in July,

we had some tremendous discussions about
dog breeds, movies and the value of the
ACBA for in-house attorneys and general
counsel. Among others, we gained some
excellent insight from Mallorie McCue, a
staff attorney at FedEx Ground, about the
challenges of corporate practices and being
outside of the central business district and 
suggested ways the ACBA can improve its outreach and, frankly, its
importance. We talked about the value of our sections and committees to
in-house counsel for CLEs, general practice tips and learning the latest
developments in caselaw and the regulatory fields. 
This month, we had a great turnout at Uptown Coffee in the heart of the

business district in Mt. Lebanon on Washington Road – we’ll have photos
and a recap next issue. Next, we will head north to Ross Township on
Sept. 6. As a reminder, we will be coming to a community near you, the
first Wednesday of every month from 7:30 to 9 a.m.

w w w . a c b a . o r g
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 Where 
Employment
Meets
the Law

Associate Attorney
Do you thrive on the challenges of helping businesses with
federal and state tax matters, business planning, and business
entity formation? Would you like to handle complex work 
involving affordable housing or New Markets Tax Credit 
projects? If so, our dynamic 20+ attorney firm, Nikolaus &
Hohenadel, LLP, in thriving and culturally diverse Lancaster,
Pennsylvania is interested in hearing from you. We are looking
for a talented attorney who has an LLM in tax, is thinking of
or is in the process of completing one, has a CPA or accounting
experience, or has a similar background or transferable skills.
We offer a competitive salary, immediate client contact, and
challenging work in a supportive environment. Interested 
candidates should email their resumes and cover letters to
Michele Smith, msmith@n-hlaw.com. 

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Tara Pfeifer, former LGBT Rights Committee chair; Patty Diulus-Myers, Labor and Employment
Law Section immediate past chair; and Ron Hicks, Diversity Collaborative Committee chair; do some
networking at a joint happy hour hosted by the Labor and Employment Law Section and the LGBT
Rights Committee at Revel + Roost on July 12. 

Labor and Employment Law Section
and LGBT Rights Committee

Diulus-Myers and Lisa Garrett, Labor and
Employment Law Section treasurer, talked
shop during the summer event.

Michael Komo, Mike Roche and Joe Froetschel were among
those discussing the intersection of labor/employment and
LGBT rights issues.

Marla Presley, Derek Luke, Mariah McGrogan and Clarissa Sarmiento take a
break from enjoying the happy hour for a photo.

ACBA Presi-
dent -E lec t
Bryan Neft
and Mark
P h i l l i s ,  
former LGBT
Rights Com-
mittee chair
pose for a
photo.

Begin your day with us at www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org
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Aug. 24 CLE explores how attorneys
work with private investigators
By Brian Knavish

Attorneys have partnered with
private investigators in one way or
another for nearly as long as the legal
profession has existed. However, the
ways and methods lawyers interact
with PIs today has evolved greatly,
compared to even just a few years ago.

The ACBA will explore the topic
when it presents “Working with a
Private Investigator,” a one-credit
Substantive CLE, on Thursday, Aug. 24,
at noon in the Gulf Tower.

The event, which is sponsored by
Thomson Reuters, will feature a panel
of experts on three different sides of the
private investigator/attorney dynamic:

• Tina Miller – a criminal defense
attorney with Farrell & Reisinger LLC
– will discuss approaches to using
private investigators in criminal cases. 

• Gail Calderwood – a family law
attorney with Raphael Ramsden &
Behers, PC – will discuss situations
and methods for using investigators in
family law matters. 

• Larry Forletta – a former DEA
agent and current private investigator
with Forletta Consulting and Investi-
gation Services – will discuss best
practices for working with investiga-
tors, modern technology used in
investigations and riveting stories
from the field.

The panel will dissect the “when,”
“why” and “how” of hiring an

investigator. One of the key points
of discussion will be that, in today’s
legal climate, private investigators
are used in a wide variety of cases. 

While criminal cases and family
law matters remain common situations
private investigators are hired, gone
are the days of those being the only
cases where lawyers engage PIs.

“I work with attorneys in a wide
array of situations. It’s not just
criminal cases and spying on cheating
spouses anymore,” said Forletta. “Labor
and employment cases are big, including
workers’ compensation matters and
local government internal matters. 

“And there are such a wide variety
of civil matters that call for investigators,

everything from contract disputes to
construction matters to termination of
employees, including executives.”

The modern approach to specific
investigation techniques – from
polygraphs to surveilance – will also
be discussed. The rapid evolution in
technology means investigators must
not only keep up with, but also stay
ahead of that technology.

“The technology out there today is
astounding,” said Forletta. “Cell phones,
alone, contain so much information
that can help an investigation. Even if
you think you’ve set your privacy
settings to hide or delete information,
it’s still in there. 

“Then there are automobile GPS
tracking devices, photos and video
from surveillance and much more.
The important thing for an attorney is
making sure they understand that
often how the information is obtained
– and other specific details about the

 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

If you’re going
What: “Working with a Private

Investigator” CLE
When: Thursday, Aug. 24, Noon
Where: Gulf Tower
Register: www.ACBA.org or 

412-402-6614

Continued on page 7

The important thing for
an attorney is making sure they
understand that often how
the information is obtained –
and other specific details
about the information – can
determine whether or not it
can be admitted as evidence
and help the case. We will
talk a lot about that in 
this CLE.

– Larry Forletta,
Private Investigator

“

”
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LexisNexis, Lexis Practice Advisor and the Knowledge Burst logo are registered trademarks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used under license. © 2015 LexisNexis. All rights reserved. LPA2.0

FOR YOUR FREE TRIAL VISIT 
LEXISNEXIS.COM/FINISH-BIG
OR CALL 800.628.3612

11 PRACTICE
AREAS

ATTORNEY
AUTHORS230+

230+ EXPERT ATTORNEY AUTHORS GUIDE YOUR WAY

FINISH
BIG
START ON POINT

Get the latest beginning-to-end prac cal guidance grounded 
in the real-world experience of expert prac oners with Lexis 
Prac ce Advisor®. Plus, there’s everything you need to advise, 
dra  and deliver to your clients in 11 prac ce areas.

Lexis Practice Advisor®
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“This is an important component of
the foundation, because lack of
income usually precludes interested
law students from working in the
public-interest field.” 

Program founder and namesake
John Gismondi is happy to have
facilitated a program, which has two
primary goals.

“My goal in setting up this program
was to help law students develop
clinic skills and at the same time
provide free legal service to folks in
need. I am pleased that we are accom-
plishing both of those goals and that
the students seem to like it.”

Students of the Lawyers Fund Law
Student Summer Fellowship also
develop transferable legal skills while
working intimately within the community.
They are matched with public service
organizations like the Pro Bono
Center, the Juvenile Court Project,
Disability Rights Pennsylvania, and
the Women’s Center and Shelter of
Greater Pittsburgh.

Pro Bono Center Director Barbara
Griffin notes that the fellowships can give
the students an enduring appreciation
of pro bono service.

“It is my hope that these experiences
foster within the students a career-
long commitment to serving those who
can’t afford attorneys, and that it
instills in them the value of the work
these organizations do.”

Lawyers Fund Summer Fellow
Adrienne Box, who worked with the
Women’s Center and Shelter, cites
both her increased experience and
deepened interest in this area of
the law.

“I have had the opportunity to work
closely with clients to represent their

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS 
continued from front cover

interests in protection from abuse
matters, improved my oral advocacy
skills by arguing motions in the Family
Division, and strengthened my research
and writing skills,” Box said. “My
desire to become a public-interest
attorney has been reinforced after this
wonderful experience, and I extend
my sincere appreciation to the ACBF
and WC&S for being given such an
amazing and rewarding opportunity.”

This summer fellowship does more
than give law students a chance to
learn the ropes of a working law
firm; it also provides ample opportu-
nities for interested fellows to network
with lawyers from all different types
of practices.

“Over the past four years, this
program has grown and developed to
maximize the exposure for the students,
while providing a valuable service to
the agencies where they worked,” said
Carol Behers, chair of the Lawyers
Fund. “The students also enjoyed
networking events with their group,
and expanding their professional
development. It is a unique opportunity,
and the students had a great summer!”

Joelle Shanesy, a Lawyers Fund
Fellow who worked for the Pro Bono
Center, said the fellowship made her
more confident about entering into the
job market.

“The Summer Fellowship Program
was such a positive experience for me.
I learned so much more than I ever
imagined. The practical legal skills I
learned will help me for years to
come,” Shanesy said. “I also had many
opportunities to network and meet
other attorneys at many ACBA events.
Overall, I am so grateful I got the
chance to be a part of the fellowship
program and am sad my time at the
Pro Bono Center is coming to an end.” n

Farrell has served as a federal pros-
ecutor in complex matters, including
public corruption, and has been a
defense lawyer representing witnesses
and individuals who were the subject
of state and federal grand jury probes.

Oliver was a criminal defense
lawyer before going into academia.
He has taught all aspects of criminal
procedure, criminal law and evidence.

“I have no particular dog in this
hunt because I do not currently

MARIANI, FARRELL, OLIVER
continued from front cover

represent clients before grand
juries,” Oliver said. “As a professor,
however, I am interested in discovering
procedures to achieve the best
possible substantive outcomes, while
protecting constitutional rights at the
same time.”

Oliver said members of the task
force have been asked to limit their
responses to media inquiries to
describing their own backgrounds
rather than delving into the scope of
their expected work and the possible
outcomes of the review. n

information – can determine whether
or not it can be admitted as evidence
and help the case. We will talk a lot
about that in this CLE.”

That last piece – helping to ensure a
piece of information can actually be
used in a case – is critical. After all,
for attorneys, that is the ultimate goal. 

Specific attention will be given to
the attorney work product, when to
document – and when not to document
– an investigator’s findings, and
approaches for working with an

AUG. 24 CLE
continued from page 5

investigator that maximize the chances
of the findings being used in a case. 

Finally, the seminar will include
plenty of “stories from the field” from
Forletta, who worked with the Maryland
State Police for eight years, the DEA for
21 years and as a private investigator
for 11 years.

“Some of the stories I heard, even just
in putting this CLE together, are fasci-
nating,” said Michele Greenway, the
ACBA’s director of membership and CLE.
“We’ve all seen private investigators
on TV and in the movies, but to hear how
it really works is so interesting.” n

CONNECT WITH US SOCIALLY
@AlleghenyCoBar

facebook.com/alleghenycountybar
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Louis B. Kushner

Alan C. Blanco Noah R. JordanErnest B. Orsatti

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT ATTORNEYS

EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION ATTORNEYS

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

(412) 338-1100   

www.rothmangordon.com

James W. Carroll, Jr. Ryan P. Stewart Stephen H. Jordan

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Four state supreme
court justices were
on hand for the July
25 announcement of
the creation of the
Thomas R. Kline
Center for Judicial
Education, which
will be based at
Duquesne Law
School and work 
collaboratively with
all state law schools.
Made possible by a
$7.5 million gift from
Duquesne alumnus
Tom Kline, a
Philadelphia-based
attorney, the first-of-
its-kind program will
offer continuing 
judicial education
courses and seminars
for state judges. 
Pictured, from left,
are Justice David
Wecht, Justice Max
Baer, Duquesne Law
Dean Maureen Lally-
Green, Kline, Justice
Christine Donohue,
Duquesne University
President Ken Gormley
and Chief Justice
Thomas Saylor.

The Thomas R. Kline Center
for Judicial Education 
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Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 
 

OUR COMPUTER FORENSIC EXPERTISE.
NOW IN A BOX.

We get it.  sm

Presenting bit-x-bit in-a-box.™   Our small kit is packed with  
everything you need to collect and preserve electronic evidence 
– affordably and easily. It’s like we are right there with you. 
Learn more by calling 412-325-4033, or visit us at bit-x-bit.com.

            

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Melaine Shannon Rothey (center), ACBA Immediate Past President, is honored with a plaque
as she is inducted into the Past Presidents’ Group during the annual Past Presidents’ Luncheon
on July 20. She is joined by Dave Blaner (left), ACBA Executive Director, and Howard Schulberg,
who offered remarks and presented Rothey with the plaque.

Past Presidents’
Luncheon

Past ACBA presidents Jay Blechman and Jim
Creenan network prior to lunch.

Seated, from left, Gail and Robert Raphael chat
with Thomas Hollander prior to lunch at
McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood & Steaks in
downtown Pittsburgh. 

Order your 2017-18 Allegheny County Bar Association Legal Directory today!
Call 412-402-6612 or visit www.ACBA.org/ProductStore for details.
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONSEPTEMBER

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

Sep. 11 • Excel for Lawyers - Basic to Intermediate
Sep. 12 • How to Handle Commercial Closing Transactions
 • Mechanics Liens in Pennsylvania
Sep. 13 • Administering an Estate in PA: A Step by Step Guide
Sep. 14 • Discovery Tactics: the Good, the Bad and the Outrageous
Sep. 15 • U.S. Immigration Law Under the Trump Administration
Sep. 18 • Habeas Corpus
 • Local, State & Federal Taxes A�ecting Real Estate Transactions
Sep. 19 • Commercial Real Estate Documents
Sep. 27 • Local Perspectives from the Registers of Wills

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

Sep. 7 • Securities Filings
Sep. 13 • Hedge Fund Management
Sep. 14 • Think Like a Lawyer & Talk Like a Geek
Sep. 19 • Hot Issues in Executive Compensation

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now 
& get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

Sep. 8 • Local, State & Federal Taxes A�ecting Real Estate Transactions
Sep. 11 • Excel for Lawyers - Basic to Intermediate
Sep. 12 • How to Handle Commercial Closing Transactions
Sep. 15 • Immigration Law Under the Trump Administration
Sep. 18 • Habeas Corpus
Sep. 19 • Discovery Tactics: the Good, the Bad, and the Outrageous
Sep. 20 • Commercial Real Estate Documents
Sep. 25 • Excel for Lawyers - Intermediate to Advanced
Sep. 28 • Administering an Estate in PA: A Step by Step Guide

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

21st Annual 

FAMILY LAW UPDATE
THU., OCTOBER 12, 2017
8:45 AM TO 12:00 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:15 AM

TAKE HOME FRESH PERSPECTIVES  
AND INSIGHTFUL ANALYSIS

This annual program includes the latest trends, the newest case 
law, legislation, and procedural rules. Realizing that knowing 
the most recent developments can make all the difference in 
litigation strategy and settlement negotiations, gives an edge 
over your opponents! 

Each of our panels includes a sitting judge who offers 
important insight as to what courts in their area have noted 
within the twelve months.

24th Annual 

AUTO LAW UPDATE
THU., OCTOBER 19, 2017
12:15 PM TO 4:30 PM; CHECK-IN AND LUNCH BEGIN AT 11:45 AM

Steer your auto case to a successful outcome and discover the 
twists and hairpin turns that have evolved over the past year. 
This course will cover new issues and updates that affect limited 
tort cases. Also, as an added bonus, all attendees receive a  
UM/UIM Digest in addition to the course manual.

Encore Presentation 

THE MINDFUL ATTORNEY 
SECRETS TO BETTER LAWYERING

THU., OCTOBER 26, 2017
9:00 AM TO 4:00 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:30 AM

JOIN THE MINDFUL REVOLUTION

You will be joining companies such as Google, General Mills, 
Target and Aetna who have instituted mindfulness programs for 
their employees. You will: • Develop effective communication 
skills • Practice silent meditation • Put mindfulness to work  
• Learn proven techniques.

Learn from PA’s best.
Anytime. Anywhere.

PBI has Pennsylvania’s most comprehensive 

selection of online CLE: hundreds of 

programs in the lengths, on-demand 
formats, and subject areas you need.
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Cal U CLE Seminars
Cal U’s Southpointe Center, 135 Technology Drive,

Bailey Center II, Canonsburg, PA 15317

August 30 and 31
August 30, 2017  |   9:00 - 12:00

Addressing Substance Abuse and 
Addiction in the Legal Profession

Casey P. Mullen, Esquire
3 Ethics Credits - $89

August 30, 2017  |  1:00 - 4:00
Dealing with the Practical and 

Emotional Issues of Estate Planning
Rebecca A. Bowman, Esquire
3 Substantive Credits - $75
_______________________

August 31, 2017  |  9:00 - 12:00
Domestic Violence and the Law in Pennsylvania

Kristin Clingerman, Assistant District Attorney, 
Washington County 

3 Substantive Credits - $75 

August 31, 2017  |  1:00 - 4:00
Ethics Roundup with Professor Mark Yochum

Professor Mark Yochum, Duquesne University Law School
3 Ethics Credits - $89

Register: www.calu.edu/ilpp
chaliotis@calu.edu /  724-938-4760
PA CLE approved / OH & WV pending

CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PA
250 University Avenue, Box 103
California, Pennsylvania 15419

 e Institute for Law & Public Policy is a
PA CLE Accredited Provider (Provider # 5872)

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Mexican officials were among the panelists who discussed NAFTA, doing business with Mexican entities and the legal considerations of such
contracts when the ACBA Hispanic Attorneys Committee and the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Area Hispanic Chamber of Commerce presented “Mexico -
Pittsburgh Partnership Building and New Business Opportunities” on Aug. 9. Pictured, from left, are Cristian Minor; Abbie Rosario, ACBA Hispanic
Attorneys Committee chair; Mark Santo, Fox Rothschild LLP; Alicia Kerber, Consul of Mexico in Philadelphia; and keynote speaker Francisco
Sandoval Saqui, an economic advisor with the Ministry of Economy, Trade and NAFTA Office at the Mexican embassy in Washington, D.C.

The program also featured input from Guillermo Velazquez and Ron Alvarado of the Pittsburgh Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; Allegheny County
Executive Rich Fitzgerald; Joseph Burke, deputy secretary of Pennsylvania’s Office of International Business Development; Scott Morgenstern,
director of Pitt’s Center for Latin American Studies; Mildred Ruiz, ProMexico trade & investment director; Brent Rondon of the Small Business
Development Center at Duquesne University; Alejandro Ramos of the U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce Northeast Chapter; and Iván Martinez,
director of the Mexico Tourism Board.

Mexico - Pittsburgh Partnership Building
and New Business Opportunities



May 11, 2015 Order. The suspension
took effect on July 14.

Three hundred ninety-eight
attorneys statewide have been
administratively suspended for not
meeting CLE requirements. The 
following non-compliant lawyers have
been suspended from Allegheny and
surrounding counties: Kevin
Abramovitz, Christopher Frederick
Arnold, Sarah Kay Drinkwater Berry,
Eileen C. Billey, Timothy F. Burke
Jr., Daniel Steven Cohen, Nelson
Hagan Crichton, Sandra J. D’Amore,
Robert William Deer, Margaret Ann
Diamond, Sean Patrick Duff, R. Rudy
Filek Jr., Emma Louise Founds,
Emily Marie Fullerton, Anthony
Joseph Giaramita, Andrew David
Glasgow, Julianne Figura Groetsch,
Johanna Cecilia Guehl, Josef Arthur
Hirschmann III, Angela Pace Kamin,
Barbara Stewart Kane, Amy L. Keim,
Jeffrey Merle Klink, Elsie Rose
Lampl, Richard J. McCague, Daniel
P. McDyer, Owen Jacob McGrann,
David Eugene McMaster, David 
Gregory Meredith, Peter Robert 
Merrick, Thomas James Michael Jr.,
Ray Fredric Middleman, Steven
Laine Morrison, Timothy P. O’Brien,
William J. Saccani, Kelly L. Scanlon,
Nicholas Justin Schafer, Charles R.
Smith, James Christopher Swetz,
Cara Davis Teslovich, David Thomas,
Timothy Nicholas Tomasic, Charles
Paul Voelker, Scott Alan Williams,
Shawn Neely Wright, Brittany 
Maire Yurchyk.

People on the Move
Casey E.

Kuretich has joined
Sherrard, German
& Kelly, P.C., as a
member of the
firm’s Corporate
Services Group.
Her practice is
focused on general
corporate matters,
entity formation,
due diligence activ-
ities related to
mergers and acqui-

sitions, tax and succession planning.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Carol S.
Rosenbloom has been transferred to
inactive status for an indefinite period.
The transfer took effect on July 12.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney William R.
Bishop Jr. has been transferred to
inactive status for an indefinite period.
The transfer took effect on July 12.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Kevin Mark
Kalenbach has been suspended from
the practice of law in the Bar of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for a
period of three months, followed by a
21-month probation period, subject
to the same conditions imposed by a
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Casey E.
Kuretich

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE CONSULTING
MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
The Better Mousetrap – How to Protect 

it with Patents and Trademarks
While Intellectual Property is its own dedicated practice area, attorneys in nearly
any area of the law encounter questions from clients on patents, trademarks
and copyrights, etc. This one-hour CLE will offer an overview of patents, 

trademarks and copyrights presented in an understandable way targeted for
attorneys without specific experience in intellectual property. Those attending
the CLE will be able to provide basic counsel and options to clients seeking
advice in these areas. Specifics to be discussed include an overview of the
processes for acquiring federal protection through patents, trademarks and
copyrights and how to know such protection is needed in a given situation.

*Lunch will be served.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Thursday, Sept. 28 •
Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building 
Conference Center, 436 Seventh Ave., E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, Pittsburgh,
PA 15219 • Cost: $35 for ACBA members, $45 for all others • Last date to pre-
register: Tuesday, Sept. 26, 11:59 p.m.

HEALTH LAW SECTION & 
IMMIGRATION LAW COMMITTEE

Immigration Law in the Health Care Arena
This seminar is designed to familiarize attorneys with basic immigration law
concepts and the specific visa categories and other immigration law 

considerations that are particularly relevant in the health-care arena. Specific
topics include non-immigrant visa options for health-care workers; H1-B 
visas for physicians; J-Visa categories and waivers of the foreign residency
requirements; and immigrant visas for health-care workers. The program is
ideal for health-care attorneys, both inside and outside counsel. However,
attorneys who practice immigration, civil rights, labor and employment and

many other areas of the law will benefit as well.
*Lunch will be served.

Credits: 2 hours of Substantive CLE credit • When: Wednesday, Aug. 23 •
Registration: 10:30 a.m. • Time: 11 a.m. - Noon (1st hour of program), Noon -
12:30 p.m. (Lunch), 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. (2nd hour of program) •Where: Rivers
Club, One Oxford Centre, Suite 411, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $75 for Health
Law Section and/or Immigration Law Committee members, $85 for ACBA members,
$95 for all others • Last date to pre-register:Monday, Aug. 21, 11:59 p.m.

Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

To pay by credit card, see: www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.
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