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Members get discounts on Westlaw, Firm Central
thanks to new partnership with Thomson Reuters
By Brian Knavish

Attorneys, you may have heard,
need to do legal research. Lots of it.
And they often are looking for more
efficient ways to run their practices.

A new partnership between the
ACBA and Thomson Reuters will help
members do both.

Through this partnership, ACBA
members can enjoy easy access and
discounts on the robust Westlaw legal
research platform, as well as exclusive
members-only discounts on the cutting-
edge Firm Central law practice
management software.

“We are always looking to provide
new benefits to our members, which is
why we are thrilled to announce this
partnership with Thomson Reuters,”
said ACBA Executive Director David

Blaner. “Westlaw and Firm Central
are two of the premier legal products
on the market today. Our members
will have easier access to these tools
and even members-only discounts on
certain packages.

“Additionally, Thomson Reuters
has some of the top legal experts in
the country, and you will be hearing
from some of these individuals at
future ACBA programs.”

Westlaw is regarded by many as the
most thorough legal research platform
available today. Westlaw enables
attorneys to access a comprehensive,
continually updated collection of legal
information, which includes the latest

changes to the law, updated dockets
and an exhaustive library of case law
enhanced by attorney-edited annotations.
Additionally, Westlaw features a library
of legal forms, case-strategy analytics,
expert witness research and more.

Firm Central is designed to help
lawyers manage their law practices as
efficiently as possible. It is designed
to easily track and bill hours, manage
court deadlines and customize, build
and save legal forms. 

Firm Central also enables attorneys
to access their firm’s information and
files anytime from any place. ACBA
members can receive a 15-percent
discount on Firm Central.

For more information or to get
started, contact Michael Eppenbach at
415-812-5296 or Michael.eppenbach
@thomsonreuters.com. n

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Max Walko, David Quinn, Andrew Rothey
and Joe Froetschel enjoyed catching up
with one another on the Rialto Suite’s 
outdoor patio during the July 26 ACBA
Networking Happy Hour at Hotel Monaco.
For more photos of this event, see page 4.

Judge Arnold Klein, Judge Alan Hertzberg,
Michael Feeney, Tony Thompson and Emily
Wagner flash their winning smiles during the
Civil Litigation Section’s summer reception.
For photos from the event, see page 8.

Summer receptions
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412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

August
Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

Christine Long ........................412-766-8660

William J. McKim ..................412-736-2672

September
John F. Becker ........................412-921-1605

James G. Gordon ....................412-232-0333

Cathy Martin ..........................412-586-6118
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Matthews International Corporation d/b/a Gibraltar Mausoleum Construction Company v.
Floral Hills Memory Gardens, O’Reilly, S.J. .................................................................................................................................................Page 173
Personal Jurisdiction

No personal jurisdiction in Pennsylvania where project site and all work completed in Ohio and where the only Pennsylvania contacts
were phone calls, emails and written correspondence.

Richard B. Sandow, Esquire, John P. Corcoran, Jr., Esquire,
and Michael A. Carr, Esquire, t/d/b/a Jones, Gregg, Creehan & Gerace, LLP v.
Richard Hvizdak, O’Reilly, S.J. .......................................................................................................................................................................Page 173
Judgment Non Pros—Waiver

Entry of Judgment of Non Pros on counterclaim correct. Defendant waived counterclaim where he failed to file a Petition Requesting
Relief from Judgment of Non Pros under Pa.R.C.P. 3051.

Laurel Crest Development, Inc. v. Timothy Cowan and Margaret Cowan v. Thomas R. Bueche, O’Reilly, S.J. .................................Page 174
Boundary Law—Vacated Street—Evidence of Claims—Local Ordinance (Zoning/Building)

Court dismissed Complaint seeking ownership of entire street and denied reference in order to local ordinance as separate litigation.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Rocky Antill, Rangos, J. ......................................................................................................................Page 176
Criminal Appeal—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Child Sex Offenses—voir dire Question—Opinion Testimony by Layman—
Character Evidence

Court held that voir dire question asking if juror can convict based upon victim testimony alone is not improper.

CLE materials now provided electronically
Change is environmentally friendly, cost efficient and reduces waste

In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, as of July 1, the ACBA is electronically 
delivering materials to CLE registrants. No more wasting paper or cluttering up your 
office with old CLE materials.

The ACBA successfully introduced the electronic delivery of CLE materials at two of the 
bar’s premier annual events – the ACBA Bench-Bar Conference in June and December’s Bankruptcy Symposium.
After successfully being implemented for those multi-credit events, the same best practices are being implemented
at all ACBA CLE programming.

Anyone who registers for an ACBA CLE will receive a link to download the materials. Walk-in registrants will have
real-time options to receive the materials. Those who prefer to have hard copy materials printed can purchase them
from the ACBA CLE department in advance.

To view upcoming ACBA CLEs and other programs, see acba.org/CLE-Events/Event-Calendar.

A C B A

CLE

Opinions
The Pittsburgh Legal Journal provides ACBA members with timely,

precedent-setting, full text opinions, from various divisions of the Court
of Common Pleas. These opinions can be viewed in a searchable format 

on the ACBA website, www.acba.org.
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www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219
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It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Interested in the opposing party’s
social media login credentials? Ask
By Deborah Iwanyshyn

The Pennsylvania Rules of
Professional Conduct requires
attorneys to stay current with the way
information is shared generally, but
specifically how information is shared
on social media. Thus, in order to
provide competent representation in
accordance with Rule 1.1, a lawyer
must have a basic knowledge of how
social media websites work and advise
clients about the issues that may arise
as a result of their use of these websites.

Two notable Pennsylvania federal
district court cases that have permitted
discovery of social media accounts
are the Offenback1 and Ogden2

decisions from the Middle and
Western Districts, respectively.

A state court social media decision
addressed the threshold question of
whether one party can compel the
production of another party’s
username and password. In McMillen
v. Hummingbird Speedway, the
Jefferson County Court of Common
Pleas granted a defendant’s motion to
compel, requiring a plaintiff to provide
his Facebook username and password
to the defense.3

The plaintiff had been injured
when a driver rear-ended him during
a stock car race at the defendant’s
speedway. In the complaint, the alleged
injuries included permanent physical
impairments and the inability to enjoy
certain pleasures of life. The public
portion of the plaintiff ’s Facebook
page contained numerous posts that
appeared to be at odds with the litany

of injuries alleged in his complaint.
The plaintiff argued that his social

media communications were confidential
and therefore protected against
disclosure. The court noted that the
complete access of accounts, which
the plaintiff had afforded to the
operators of Facebook when he first
established his account there,
contradicted his argument that the
communications disseminated through
the account were confidential. The court
reasoned that “no person choosing to
use Facebook as a communications
forum can reasonably expect that
their communications would remain
private or confidential, as the site
clearly expresses the possibility of
disclosure.” The court found that the
evidence of injury and impairment –
or lack thereof – demonstrated in

the plaintiff ’s Facebook page was
clearly relevant to the defense, and
noted that “where there is an indica-
tion that a person’s social network
sites contain information relevant to
the prosecution or defense of a
lawsuit access to those sites should
be freely granted.”

Several Pennsylvania cases have
limited or refused discovery of social
media on either the grounds of relevancy
unreasonable burden or embarrassment.
See In re Milo’s Kitchen4, and Trail
v. Lesko.5

The law regarding interference
with privacy is evolving. But don’t be
afraid to ask the court to give permission
to access a person’s Facebook or
other social media account if it
contradicts the position taken by the
opposing party. n

Over the past 30-plus years, Deborah
Iwanyshyn has leveraged her early
career in forensic accounting as a CPA
and business valuator to represent hun-
dreds of clients involved with complicat-
ed estates, especially privately held &
small businesses.

1 Offenback v. L.M. Bow111a11, Inc., 2011 U.S.
Dist. LEXIS 66432 (M.D. Pa. 2011); Ogde11 v.
All-State Career
Sc/100/, 2014 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 56 212(W.D. Pa.
2014)
2 Ogden v. All-State Career School, 299 F.R.D. 446,
447-48 (W.D. Pa. 2014).
3 McMillen v. Hummingbird Speedway, Inc., 2010
Pa. Dist. & Cnty. Dec. LEXIS 270 (Ct. Com. Pl.
Jefferson County).
4 In re Milo’s Kitchen Dog Treats Consolidated
Cases, 3 07 F.R.D. 177 (W.D. Pa. 2015).
5 Trail v. Lesko, 2012 Pa. Dist. & Cnty. Dec. LEXIS
194 (Ct. Com. Pl. Allegheny County).

Deborah Iwanyshyn

ACBA Legal Directory 
contains contact information
for all members

ACBA members can purchase a copy
of the 2018-19 ACBA Legal Directory
for $20, but that fee pays for itself as
the publication contains a voucher for
$20 off any ACBA CLE through Dec. 31.

The Legal Directory, presented by
AmeriServ Trust and Financial Services
Company, is a handy resource for 
any attorney. It contains the contact
information for every ACBA member. 
It also contains contact information for
court personnel, law firms and the
valuable Member-to-Member Referral
Network listings, which list attorneys
by practice area.

Nonmember price is $50. To 
purchase, or for more information,
visit the ACBA Product Store at
www.acba.org/ProductStore
or call 412-261-6161.
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PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Lil Monsor of event-sponsor Fragrasso Financial Advisors
and ACBA members Danielle Bruno and Christian Colon
pause their conversation to pose for a photo during the
July happy hour. Nearly 100 people turned out for the
July 26 networking event at Hotel Monaco in downtown
Pittsburgh.

Networking Happy Hour

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Jorie Banato and Derick Maultsby pause for a photo.

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Eustace Uku,
Marc Reisman and
Bruce Gelman
were among those
to reconnect with
old friends and
make new connec-
tions during the
networking event. 

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Dan Tatomir of Fragasso Financial Advisors chats with
Salene Kraemer.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Karen Lapina of Fragasso Financial Advisors and ACBA President Bryan Neft flank
Renel Datulma during the reception.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Richard Lettieri and
Liu Francis talk shop
in the Rialto Suite at
Hotel Monaco.
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Where do rules of civil procedure come from?
The following is a lightly edited

excerpt from a speech about the rule-
making process that Judge Robert
Dow of the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois gave during
the combined annual dinner of The
Honorable Amy Reynolds Hay American
Inn of Court and the W. Edward Sell
American Inn of Court earlier this
year in Pittsburgh. Dow is a member
of the federal Civil Rules Advisory
Committee.

By Judge Robert Dow

How does an innovative procedural
idea get from somebody’s head into
the pages of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure? The truth is that rules
proposals can come from anywhere.
Practitioners, professors, judges –
literally anybody can write a letter to
the committee chairs or the secretary
of the rules committees at the Admin-
istrative Office of the U.S. Courts with
a suggestion. Those suggestions are
discussed at the next full committee
meeting. On occasion, a critical mass
of suggestions will stimulate the
appointment of a subcommittee to
consider in detail whether amendments
are warranted in a particularly important
area. Recent subcommittees of the
Civil Rules Committee have looked at
discovery rules, class actions, Rule
30(b)(6) witnesses, and whether rules
should be fashioned for MDLs. When
a subcommittee is formed, its members
often attend meetings of bar groups
and academics and sometimes sponsors
“mini-conferences” to gain input on
specific rules proposals.

The full committee carefully studies
any proposals before deciding
whether to publish them for public
comment. The process is entirely
transparent. Detailed minutes of the
proceedings are taken when a
committee or a subcommittee meets,
and those minutes are published in
the agenda book on the U.S. Courts
website. Like doctors, federal rule-
makers follow as a first rule “do no
harm.” If a proposal is deemed worthy,
it will be transmitted to the Standing
Committee to seek permission to
publish for public comment. Proposals
that clear a first trip through the
Standing Committee then receive
public vetting in advance of the next
full committee meeting. If the full
committee approves a proposed rule,
it then advances back to the Standing
Committee, then to the Judicial

Conference and on to the Supreme
Court. If all of those levels sign off,
Congress then has six months to
disapprove. If Congress holds its
powder dry, the new rules take effect.

It usually takes about 4.5 years for
a proposed rule to make its way
through the process and into the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. It is
an onerous process, but in my view a
very necessary one as it allows for
careful study, input of all interested
constituencies and a final product that
has been thoroughly road-tested before
it is inflicted on judges, practicing
lawyers and their clients.

The 2015 FRCP Amendments

So let me now turn to one of our
recent projects, the 2015 amendments
to the discovery rules. Those amend-
ments had their genesis in a conference
at Duke Law School on the tremendous
cost of litigation, especially as it
relates to discovery. The Civil Rules
Committee heard time and again from
lawyers and general counsels com-
plaining that, in the e-discovery age,
they were required to expend sometimes
millions of dollars to produce untold
terrabytes of material, only to see 20
documents at trial or in the summary
judgment papers. We were also told
of the massive over-preservation of
documents, at great cost to their
custodians, out of concerns that any
missing document could lead to a
discovery sanction. Another concern
raised related to informational
asymmetry in a case; we were urged
not to forget that sometimes the

expense being borne by one side was
perfectly fair and reasonable, because
that side had all the documents.

Using the full gestation period, the
rules amendments from this process
became effective in December 2015.
The most important of these are Rule
26(b)(l), relating to the scope of
discovery, and Rule 37(e), relating to
sanctions for failure to preserve
electronically stored information. The
focus of the commentary on the Rule
26 amendments has been on “propor-
tionality,” which some felt might
radically reshape written discovery.
My own take on it is that the change
has been much more incremental that
the proponents hoped for or the
opponents feared, and that propor-
tionality is just another tool for judges
to use to tailor discovery to the needs
of each particular case. Rule 37(e)
change clarified a split in the case law
in a direction that will make it at
least marginally less likely that the
unintentional or immaterial failure to
preserve electronically stored infor-
mation will lead to sanctions out of
proportion to the harm to the case.

The most important message that
the Rules Committee is trying to send,
at least in the civil area, is the need
for early and active judicial case
management. This is a focus of the
2015 amendments, and it also motivates
the Rule 23 amendments and the pilot
projects that are under way. If nothing
else comes of the rules changes this
decade other than a renewed emphasis
on the importance of judges carefully

 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

Judge Robert Dow

Continued on page 7
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ndsreporting.com  •  866-565-1929

Our additional services include:
Interactive Depositions, Web Depositions

& Online Scheduling and Repository

Pittsburgh-based firm:
bringing you the best and latest technology!

Team up with your local resource
for all of your litigation needs. 

ACBA membership benefit:
Receive 15% off all American Bar Association books every day

Allegheny County Bar Association members save 15% off the general
public price on every book available on the American Bar Association
webstore ShopABA.org.

Don't delay! To start saving 15% on your ABA book purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and use our special discount code ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221 between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ET and use our special 
discount code ACBAR

Beaver, Butler and
Fayette selected for
Family Engagement
Initiative

Three counties in Southwestern
Pennsylvania are among the second
group of counties added to the
Pennsylvania State Roundtable’s
Family Engagement Initiative, a
program that supports abused and
neglected children.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court
announced in August that Beaver,
Butler and Fayette and three other
counties were added to the program,
which kicked off last year with
seven counties.

Participating counties receive
specialized resources developed just
for them, as well as training from
international experts to enhance how
they serve abused or neglected children
and their families. The initiative’s
goal is to increase family involvement,
reduce trauma to children and shorten
the amount of time children are
separated from those who love and
care about them.

Selections were made by the state
Office of Children and Families in the
Courts; the state Department of
Human Services’ Office of Children,
Youth and Families; and state
Supreme Court Justice Max Baer.

“It’s exciting to continue working
with some of Pennsylvania’s most
progressive counties,” Baer said. “We
have exceptional partners throughout
Pennsylvania who challenge each
other to improve the way we serve
families and who volunteer to
implement new family engagement
strategies that support healthy child
development.” 

Factors considered in the selection
process included data reviews, a
county’s current family-engagement
practices and administrative collabo-
ration between the court and children
agencies.

The Pennsylvania State Roundtable
is a collaborative effort among the
leaders of state and national courts
and child-welfare advocacy efforts. n

Justice Max Baer

Need clients?
The Lawyer 

Referral Service
can help bring 
them to you.

For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes
at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org.

To learn more, see 
GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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without much of an adversarial
presentation at the settlement stage.
This rules amendment we call “front-
loading,” which means that the parties
must give the district judge more and
better information when they ask for
settlement approval, so that the judge
can ask the important questions
before deciding whether to sign off.
This is good for the judge, it protects
the absent class members’ due-process
rights, and it gives any potential
objectors the information they need to
assess the merits of the settlement.

Another amendment boils down the
dozens of criteria for settlement that
can be found in the case law across the
circuits into four key criteria, which
should result in a more standard
approach to settlement approval criteria
across the country.

One more amendment that I’d like
to mention relates to an unfortunate
practice of some objectors, who lay
low in the district court and then file a
notice of appeal for the purpose of
extracting a nuisance payment in
exchange for withdrawing appeal, lest
they hold up the distribution of relief
to the class and the release to the
defendant generated by the settlement.
The rule amendment aims to combat
this practice in two ways: first, all
objections will need to be stated with
specificity in the district court and
second, any request for payment must be
made to the district judge, who presum-
ably will be in position to swat down
absurd requests for payments for
doing nothing but holding up the case.

As with the 2015 amendments,
these changes to Rule 23 place a lot of
attention on the role of the district
judge in remaining actively engaged
with the parties in an interactive
case-management process.

MDL Rules Subcommittee

With the Rule 23 project nearing
completion, the Civil Rules Committee
has embarked on a new project to
study whether there is a need for rules
amendments that would deal with an
increasingly large subset of civil
cases – namely, those managed in the
MDL process. The committee has
received in recent years a number of
proposals aimed at reforms to various
aspects of MDL proceedings such as
bellwether trials, third-party litigation
funding, initial screening of mass tort
complaints and a host more issues. As
a consequence, a new subcommittee
has been formed to look at MDL rules.
I have been asked to Chair this
subcommittee as well and it looks like
every bit as much work as Rule 23. If
you are interested in this area of the
law, I encourage you to track our
subcommittee’s efforts through the
U.S. Courts website and to participate
in the process. This is an open and
transparent process, and it works best
when bench, bar and the academy are
fully engaged in discussing and debating
this issues. n

managing the discovery process to
ensure the “just, speedy, and inexpen-
sive” resolution of case, I feel that the
committees will have done their jobs.

Proposed 2018 Amendments to
FRCP 23

Let’s skip ahead to some amendments
to the class action rule, FRCP 23, that
are scheduled to become effective on
Dec. 1 unless Congress says otherwise.
As the chair of the Civil Rules
Committee’s Rule 23 Subcommittee
for the past five years, I have spent
more time thinking about class actions
than I ever thought possible. In the
three years when we were actively
exploring whether Rule 23 should be
left alone, get a makeover or receive a
major overhaul, we met with dozens of
bar groups and received input from
literally hundreds of interested
academics, practitioners and judges.

In the end, we declined to act on
some important subjects – such as
ascertainability and cy pres – taking
the view that the rules process was not
the best vehicle for change there, and
that Congress, the Supreme Court or
the evolution of the case law and
common law will need to shape those
areas. But we did propose some
modest, incremental changes that
may affect class-action practice. One
pertains to the information that parties
need to provide to district judges
when they seek approval of a class-
action settlement.

Most class-action cases that survive
a motion to dismiss settle, and in most
instances the district judge plays the
critical quasi fiduciary role of protecting
the interests of absent class members

RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
continued from page 5

Members can get 
consultation on their

legal actions and potential
actions through

the ACBA Professional 
Ethics Hotline.

See acba.org/
officerassignments for details.
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Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

At left: Carla Voigt,
clerk for Judge Nora
Barry Fischer; Brian
Costello; Elizabeth
Tarasi; Larry Ging;
David Chludzinski;
and Sarah Simkin net-
work during the event. 

Below: Gregory McIn-
tosh, Patrick Sherry
and Judge Alan
Hertzberg enjoy the
reception.

Section Chair-Elect Scott Redman, Bob Kimmick, Tim Frew welcomed attendees to the
summer reception. Section members mingled with judges from Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas Civil Division, state appellate courts and the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania.

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Above: Dana Bacsi, the 2017-18
chair of the Civil Litigation Sec-
tion, is recognized for her serv-
ice by current Chair John
Gisleson at an Aug. 10 summer
reception at Fogo de Chao in
downtown Pittsburgh. The
summer reception was spon-
sored by Romualdi, Davidson &
Associates.

Below: Judge Philip Ignelzi,
Judge Arnold Klein and C.
Leon Sherman enjoy the
evening at Pittsburgh’s newest
Brazilian steakhouse.

Civil Litigation Summer Reception
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PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD 

Debbie Epstein Henry shares strategies for promoting oneself
without alienating colleagues during a half-day program on
how to best demonstrate your value and learn to command a
room. More than 50 people attended the July 11 program,
which also featured discussions on how to show integrity, 
project vision and demonstrate the professionalism needed to
engender respect from colleagues and clients. A former 
litigator who now is an author, consultant and speaker on
careers, workplaces, women and the law, Epstein Henry also
led a session of the ACBA’s Women’s Institute for Leadership
in Law (WILL) program.

WILL
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At Fragasso Financial Advisors,  
our clients’ goals are our goals. Their concerns are  
our concerns. Each interaction with us is personalized  
and professional. We have the knowledge and skills  
to navigate through current financial challenges  
and those challenges yet to come along one's  
financial journey. Call us today to set up a  
no-obligation, no cost consultation.

SERVICES: 
Business Succession Planning
Charitable and Family Gifting Strategy  
Education Funding 
Employer Retirement Plan Management
Estate Planning 
Fiduciary Partnership 
Holistic Financial Planning
Income Tax Reduction Strategies 
Investment Management   
Life Insurance 
Long-Term Care Cost Analysis 
Personal Retirement Planning 
Stock Option Management

WILLIAM WOLFE, CFP®, AIF®
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor
North Hills Of ce, Wexford

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M

Investment Advice offered through Fragasso  
Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

We guide. For life.SM

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Genevieve Pecharka, vice chair of the LGBT Rights Committee, chatted
with Ethan Rice of Lambda Legal before the start of ACBA CLE 
“Anti-LGBT Bias in Jury Selection.” The Aug. 22 program offered tips for
lawyers to craft voir dire questions to expose prejudices in potential
jurors, and it covered ethical considerations in voir dire questioning.

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/type

Anti-LGBT Bias
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

Allegheny County Discovery and Complex Court – 
2017 Update   
1 Substantive credit

An Examination of Federal Tax Reform    
1 Substantive credit

Avoiding Law Practice Danger Zones   
1 Ethics credit

Crisis Management for Attorneys and Their Clients     
1 Substantive credit

Medicare – An Overview for Attorneys   
1 Substantive credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Environmental Sampling 101:  
Air Sampling and Analysis 
Thursday, September 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Medicare 101: An Overview for Lawyers 
Tuesday, September 18  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit

An Analysis of Key 2017-18 Supreme Court 
Labor and Employment Decisions 
Thursday, September 20  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Substantive credit

Medical Marijuana, Workers’ Compensation
Thursday, September 20  |  10 a.m.  |  Shannopin Country Club
1 Substantive credit

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

ACBA on Tour: Preparing Witnesses for Trials, 
Depositions and Hearings 
Tuesday, October 9  |  4 p.m.  |  The Chadwick (Wexford)
1.5 Substantive credits

                   From Bigotry to Implicit Bias:
                   The Science of Racial Disparity in the 
                   Justice System 
                   Wednesday, October 17  |  Noon
                   Koppers Building
                   CJE credit  |  1.5 Substantive credits

Homeland Security Inspections and
I-9 Employment Veri�cation Compliance 
Thursday, October 18  |  11 a.m.  |  Gulf Tower
2 Substantive credits

Legacy Planning for Artistic Clients
Tuesday, October 30  |  Noon  |  Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council 
1 Substantive credit

The Impaired Lawyer – A Call for Action 
Friday, November 2  |  Noon  |  Gulf Tower 
1 Ethics credit

Trouble with Trust Accounting 
Friday, November 9  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit



provide proactive legal advice and
representation with regard to the
agency’s operations, including matters
such as labor relations, employment
issues, contracts and policy generation.
He also will assist AIU programs and
school districts by interpreting and
advancing legislative policy and
executing communication efforts that
support the strategic priorities of
the AIU.

People on the Move
Shenderovich

Shenderovich &
Fishman, P.C. is
pleased to
announce the
addition of Tara
Brouse as a trial
attorney. Brouse,
whose career is
notable for a
$70,000 sustained
verdict in a limited-
tort case, is a 2009
graduate of

Duquesne Law School. She will handle
all aspects of personal injury litigation,
including motor vehicle wrecks,
slip-and-fall injuries and accidents
resulting in wrongful death.  

Justine M.
Kasznica, Carl A.
Ronald and
Michael E. Fink
have joined Babst
Calland. Kasznica
joined as a share-
holder in the
firm’s mobility,
transport and 
safety and corpo-
rate and commer-
cial groups. She is
a technology and

commercial transactions attorney who
represents technology companies,
investor groups, universities and
research institutions that seek to
commercialize new technologies, as
well as innovative products and services.
She also has experience in general

News and Notes
Bill Goodrich, of Goodrich & Geist,

P.C., has been elected executive
trustee of the Political Action Committee
of the Pennsylvania Association for
Justice, LawPAC after 20 years as a
trustee. As executive trustee,
Goodrich will run all the committee
meetings and oversee the budget, one
of the largest in the state. The PAJ
legislative team and countless volunteers
advocate for the interests of those
wrongfully injured in Pennsylvania,
educate the legislature and the public
about issues that affect them and
mobilize support for laws that uphold
access to the courts. LawPAC supports
candidates who embrace civil justice
and protect the rights of Pennsylvania’s
citizens. Goodrich has acted as an
arbitrator in more than 300 cases for
the Common Pleas Court of Allegheny
County and the U.S. District Court’s
Western District. Throughout his long
career, he has concentrated on civil
cases involving negligence, civil
rights, product liability, medical
malpractice, contract litigation,
Federal Torts Claim Act suits,
insurance arbitration and litigation.

The Pennsylvania
Supreme Court
has appointed
Gretchen Lengel
Kelly as chair of
the Pennsylvania
IOLTA Board,
beginning Sept. 1.
Kelly has served
on the IOLTA
Board since 2014
and has been its
vice-chair for the
past two years.

She is managing chief counsel, real
estate, for PNC Financial Services.
The Pennsylvania IOLTA Board is a
nonprofit organization that supports
the provision of civil legal services
to the commonwealth’s poor and
disadvantaged through an annual
grant-making process.

Joseph Shaulis
has been promoted
to general counsel
at the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit.
He now serves on
the AIU’s executive
leadership team,
which develops
and implements
strategies to achieve
the organization’s
mission. Shaulis
will continue to

corporate and commercial law matters,
and she supports clients with their
entity formation, corporate governance,
venture capital and private equity
investments and commercial contract
needs. Ronald joined as shareholder
in the corporate and commercial
group. As an intellectual property
attorney, he represents clients in the
prosecution, licensing and enforcement
of their patent, copyright and trade-
mark rights. He counsels clients on
how to strategically protect their
inventive creations, domestically and
in foreign jurisdictions, as well as
provides advice on freedom to operate,
infringement studies, portfolio analyses
and white-space evaluations. Fink
joined as associate in the corporate
and commercial group. He focuses his
practice on technology transactions and
licensing with analysis and negotiation
of intellectual property. He represents
clients in mergers and acquisitions in
general corporate, energy and health-
care sectors, and he handles private
placements involving preferred stock,
convertible debt and seed and angel
financings, preparation of pro forma
capitalization tables, document drafting
and negotiation and deal closings.

Julia Varholla has joined Lovett
Bookman Harmon Marks LLP as partner.
Her practice focuses on estate planning,
estate, gift and generation-skipping
tax planning, charitable-giving planning
and estate and trust administration.
She counsels individuals, corporate
and individual fiduciaries and private
foundations.

Haig Sakoian and Aubrey Smith
have joined Dingess, Foster, Luciana,

Davidson & Chleboski LLP as associate
attorneys. Sakoian concentrates his
practice in the areas of construction
law and dispute resolution. Smith focuses
her practice on construction litigation
and insurance coverage issues.

James W. 
Carroll Jr. was
elected by firm
shareholders to
the executive com-
mittee of Rothman
Gordon P.C. This
will be his first
two-year term.
The committee
also includes
William E. Lestitian
and Frank G.
Salpietro. Carroll

has practiced exclusively in the area
of employment law for more than 35
years. He represents individuals in a

wide range of
employment law
matters.

Michael J.
Wiesemann has
joined Matis Baum
O’Connor as an
associate. He is a
civil litigator and
will focus his prac-
tice in health care
litigation.

Change in Status
By Order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Jeffrey Alan
Hulton has been temporarily suspended
from the practice of law in the Bar of
this Commonwealth. The suspension
took effect on July 7.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Michael Bruce
Greenstein has been temporarily 
suspended from the practice of law in
the Bar of this Commonwealth. The
suspension took effect on Aug. 10. 
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Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart

Please join 
CHRISTIAN LEGAL AID 

OF PITTSBURGH 

For our fall kick off training and networking event 
At the K&L Gates Center 

Come learn more about what we do and how you can be involved! 
Food will be provided. 

Please RSVP to 
Megan Musial at 

meganmusial@me.com 

All attorneys in attendance will receive 1  free CLE credit. 

APPRAISALS
ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation

at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

FURNITURE
WOOD ATTORNEY AND SECRETARIAL DESKS, CHAIRS,
CREDENZAS, CONFERENCE TABLES – gently used/used.
Wood/metal file and book cases. Filing cabinets and break-
fronts. Inspection during business hours. 412-255-0200

OFFICE SPACE
2 OFFICE SUITES AVAILABLE – Above Ease Restaurant
in Regent Square area. 3 offices per suite. Call George 
at 412-398-6989.

MEDICARE/MEDICAID
LIEN RESOLUTIONS

SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare/Medicaid Secondary Payer Statutes. 
Personalized service and expertise you can trust. 
412-302-8880; smason@firstreviewinc.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.
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