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ACBA launches
new Website
Design Program

By Brian Knavish

Steiner & Blechman’s current website
has been online for some 10 years now. 
The partners at the downtown-

based boutique family law firm have
wanted to upgrade the site for months.
They’ve just been looking for the
right opportunity.
Then, earlier this summer, partner

Jay Blechman heard that the ACBA
was working on a new website design
member-benefit concept. Through this
program – then in the development stage
– members could obtain professionally
designed websites at a reasonable price. 
Blechman immediately was intrigued.
“We’ve been interested in sprucing

up our website, but, as is the case at
most small and solo firms, everyone is
busy and you can let things like
updating a website go for a long time,”
said Blechman, a former ACBA
President. “We had the need, and the
ACBA was exploring the idea of a
website program, so it made perfect
sense for us to participate.”
Now it’s more than just an idea, as

the ACBA has officially launched its
new Website Design Program,
through a partnership with Dufour
Interactive. Steiner & Blechman is the
first firm to take advantage of the
program, with a new site currently
being built. Blechman is confident his
firm won’t be the last.
“A program where members can

get websites designed efficiently,
professionally and cost-effectively ...
that is a need the ACBA can fill,”
Blechman said. 
ACBA Executive Director David

Blaner said there has been a need for
such a program for “quite a long time.”

Sept. 15 program examines Italy’s
influence on U.S. Constitution
By Madelyn Dinnerstein

Americans learn in school that the
Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
prohibits “cruel and unusual punishments.”
But they generally don’t learn that

those words are derived from the writing
of Italian criminologist, economist
and philosopher Cesare Beccaria.
Local lawyers will have the

opportunity to learn how Beccaria
and other Italians influenced our
Constitution during a Sept. 15 CLE
Constitution Day program and
reception presented by the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania and the Honorary
Consulate for Italy in Pittsburgh.
The timing of the program is appro-

priate, as Constitution Day – a national
recognition of the day the U.S.
Constitution was adopted – falls two
days later on Sept. 17.
“The Italian Influence on the

American Constitution” will feature
panels discussing the influence of
Beccaria and Filippo Mazzei, a musical
interlude combined with readings
from the correspondence between
Benjamin Franklin and Gaetano
Filangieri, video remarks by U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Samuel A.
Alito Jr., and a reception featuring
Italian cheeses and cookies.
Some of the presenters even are

being imported from Italy, including a
judge from that country’s equivalent
of the U.S. Supreme Court.

U.S. District Court Judge Joy
Flowers Conti said she and other
organizers of the event want to bring
in some Italian judges and professors
because they are knowledgeable about
Beccaria, Mazzei and Filangieri and
their impact on this country.
“They are still studied in Italian

laws schools,” Conti said. “As Americans,
we really have little information about
what was happening in the European
intellectual movement, particularly the
Italians that affected our Constitution.”
Conti said that a few years ago, her

law clerks gave her a copy of a book
about Beccaria – “The Birth of
American Law: An Italian Philosopher
and the American Revolution,” by
John Bessler – because she loves to
visit Italy.
“The book really was the first time

that I’d known the impact the Italians

had on the American Constitution,”
Conti said.
She and Carla Lucente, Honorary

Consul for Italy in Western Pennsylvania
and West Virginia, were talking about
the book one day. Lucente, a professor
of modern languages and literatures
at Duquesne University, said she
mentioned Sister Margherita Mar-
chione’s research on Filippo Mazzei,
an Italian physician and winemaker
who moved to Virginia and supported
the American Revolution.
As an honorary consul, Lucente is

a private citizen who represents the
Italian government in Pittsburgh, which
lacks a formal Italian consulate general.
After their discussion, she and

Conti decided that they wanted to put
together a program to let people here

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Pitt Athletic Director Heather Lyke, an attorney by trade, joined the ACBA for breakfast on Aug. 16. She talked
about the very high standards she has for Pitt sports, both on and off of the field, her vision for the program
and her background in law. For more coverage, see page 9. 

If you go
“The Italian Influence on the American Constitution” will be from 1 to

4:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 15, at the Joseph F. Weis Jr. U.S. Courthouse in
downtown Pittsburgh. A reception will take place from 4:30 to 5:30.
Admission is free for those who do not want CLE credit. The cost for

two Substantive hours of CLE credits is $70 for ACBA members or $80
for nonmembers.
Attendees who do not want CLE credit should RSVP to

constday@pawd.uscourts.gov. Those who want CLE credit should register
through ACBA.org or by contacting Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE
coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or hbooth@acba.org.

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 4

Breakfast with
Heather Lyke
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

September
John F. Becker ........................412-921-1605

James G. Gordon ....................412-232-0333

Cathy Martin ..........................412-586-6118

October
Nancy L. Heilman ..................412-297-4900

Mark Vuono ............................412-471-1800
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The Women in the Law Division held its annual summer picnic in Schenley Park on July 22. Enjoying the
festivities are, in the back two rows, Vijya Patel, Casey Kuretich, Hal Coffey, Monica Stephenson, Alka Patel,
Lori McMaster, Tara Pfeifer, Sam Stephenson and Brian Kopec. In front are youngsters Rajan Kopec, Avinash
Kopec and Meera Kopec, along with the group’s canine friend, Leo Coffey.

WLD Picnic

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Lerin Dukes, Bicket, J. ........................................................................................................................Page 243
Criminal Appeal—Evidence—Waiver—Sex Offenses—Prior Bad Acts—Cross Examination—Spousal Abuse

Evidentiary issues related to a case of sexual abuse of a spouse.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. James Banks, Lazzara, J. ....................................................................................................................Page 244
Criminal Appeal—Weight of the Evidence—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Homicide (Attempted)—Credibility—
Dying Declaration—Standard Range Sentence

Claim that verdict was against the weight of the evidence is based upon credibility decisions made by the jury.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Malaysha Pennix, McDaniel, J. ..........................................................................................................Page 250
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Disorderly Conduct—Swearing at Police—VUFA in a Court Facility

Woman challenges her convictions after her detention at the metal detectors of Family Court.
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Succeed in Today’s In-House Corporate
Law Department.”
The speakers included Stacy Siegal,

SVP and General Counsel at American
Eagle Outfitters, Inc., and Jennifer
Fox Rabold, Lead Counsel, Business
Transactions at FedEx Ground. They were
open about their experiences and their
paths to leadership, and they provided
great advice to aspiring attorneys.
Thank you to Mallorie McCue and

Lacee Ecker for helping to organize
the luncheons. We hope to continue
this series in the coming year.  
The WLD also held its annual

summer picnic, which was open to all
bar association members, in July.
Thank you for Casey Kuretich and
Tara Pfeifer for planning the event.
The weather cooperated by ceasing to
rain just in time for the picnic, so an
enjoyable day was had by all.  
In addition to recent events, I also

want to share events that are on
the horizon.  
In October, we will be continuing a

tradition that was started last year by
recognizing a female Trailblazer.  This
year we will be honoring and celebrating
former Pennsylvania Commonwealth
Court Judge Doris A. Smith-Ribner. 
Save the date for a high-energy

and inspiring celebration on Monday,

Oct. 16, from 4:30-6:00 p.m. at the
Rivers Club. Last year’s event was
sold out, so be sure not to miss the
ticket details in the coming weeks. 
Our “Let’s Do Lunch” series, which

allows for an informal lunchtime
discussion on topics of interest,
include the following dates and topics:  
• Sept. 14 – Mothers with Small

Children
• Oct. 12 – Single/Divorced Parents
• Nov. 9 – Pittsburgh Transplants.  
Looking ahead even further, we will

continue with our traditional events
such as the annual holiday party,
Pathways to the Bench series (focused
on educational programming for those
seeking judicial office), Lean-In Circle
gatherings, as well as networking
opportunities with other professional
organizations.  
In addition, we will include

programming on relevant issues such
as transitioning back to work after
paternity leave, as well as reentry into
the workforce. Our efforts also will
include a focus on public service,
whether via charitable contributions
or participation in charitable causes.
My personal hope is that the work

of the WLD will resonate with you and
inspire you to attend one or more of
our upcoming events, attend one of

the council meetings, or just get
involved any way you can.  
The regular meetings are held at

noon on the fourth Wednesday of each
month in the new Koppers Building
Conference Center, on the building’s
lower level. This is another new change,
as the meetings were previously on the
ninth floor of the Koppers Building. 
All ACBA members are welcome,

including our male counterparts, many
of whom have been beneficiaries of
our programming and/or effective
advocates and allies for furthering our
mission. On a final note, we invite you
to check out the ACBA WLD Facebook
and LinkedIn pages, join the group
and enjoy learning about upcoming
events and reading articles of interest. 
We encourage our members to post

pictures from our events, give notice
of upcoming WLD events and share
articles of interest. 
Our goal is to provide value to as

many colleagues as possible, not only
WLD members, but also the larger
ACBA community. I encourage anyone
who might want to get involved with
the WLD and its efforts to contact me
and/or any of the officers and council
members named above. I look forward
to hearing from you. n

Alka A. Patel is chair of the ACBA
Women in the Law Division and is
Deputy Director of the Risk & Regulatory
Services Innovation Center at Carnegie
Mellon University.

A look to the year ahead in the WLD
By Alka A. Patel

It’s hard to believe that summer is
fast coming to closure, although it is
exciting as it does mark the beginning
of the new ACBA year! 
The Women in the Law Division is

coming off a great ride with a lot of
momentum thanks to our Immediate
Past Chair, Shelly Pagac. A special thank
you to Shelly and the WLD leadership
for all their hard work in providing
such great programming as well as
increasing participation in the WLD.
Shifting our focus to the future, I’d

like to introduce our new leadership
for the coming year. Officers are Erica
Laughlin, vice chair; Casey Kuretich,
secretary and Jaclyn Faulds, treasurer.
Council members include Jessica

Ziemski Albert, Carey Cummings,
Melissa Kelley, Quinntarra Morant,
Jean Novak, Julie Vanneman, Jayme
Butcher, Maria Comas, Karen Gal-Or,
Leah K. Sell, Christie B. Tillapaugh,
Erica G. Wilson, Amy J. Brinkos,
Kristine Carpenter, Mallorie A.
McCue, Tara P. Pfeifer, Sunny Yang
and Leslie Dutchcot (who will be
filling in the remainder of Bridget
Guarascio’s term as Bridget is moving
to Texas). We thank Bridget for her
service and wish her all the best!
We’ve already had a few notable

events. In July, the WLD and Association
of Corporate Counsel (ACC) held an
“Insights of In-House Women”
luncheon series on “What it Takes to

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

WLD: Continuing the Mission

Conne c t  w i t h  t h e  WLD :
www. a c b a . o r g /Women - i n - t h e - L aw -D i v i s i o n
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“For years, members have been
asking me, ‘Dave, where can I get a
nice website without spending a ton of
money?” Blaner said.
The need has been especially great

for solo practitioners and small firms,
who often have limited marketing
budgets, Blaner explained. 
“Many of these firms have outdated

websites or even no website at all.
Some feel using a LinkedIn page or an
Avvo page, alone, is an adequate
replacement for a website, but that is
not an effective approach. 
“Through our partnership with

Dufour Interactive, we now have
a solution.”
Simply put, members can get a

basic, professionally designed website
for less than $900. 
Here’s how it works:
Members enroll in the program

through the ACBA, then Dufour
Interactive will take it from there and
handle all member interaction, website
design and implementation. 
The ACBA Website Design Program

base package includes a basic,
professionally designed and mobile-
optimized five-page website for a
one-time $750 fee. Members also can
have Dufour Interactive handle domain
name purchasing, management and
website hosting for a $125 annual fee.
“For many attorneys, a basic but

snappy five-page site is all they need
to create a professional online profile
and friendly user experience,” said
Thomas Dufour, president of Dufour
Interactive. 
“We designed the base package

with that goal in mind. ACBA members
can select design features from a
menu of pre-existing options, provide

ACBA WEBSITE DESIGN PROGRAM 
continued from front cover

content to us and have a very nice
website designed for just $750, and
that’s a one-time cost. 
“Some individuals who are not as

familiar with website technology don’t
realize that, with any site, you also
need to buy a domain name – the actual
website address – and have it hosted
somewhere. We can provide those services
for a recurring $125 annual fee.” 
While the ACBA base package

provides a serviceable solution for
many, ACBA members don’t have to
stick with the basics. Attorneys looking
for additional pages, added features or
more customization have the option of
purchasing those upgrades, as well.
Those services will be provided by

Dufour Interactive at a discounted
rate for ACBA members.
“We recognize that different attorneys

and firms have different website
needs,” Dufour said. “Some simply
need a clean, simple website that
contains the basic nuts-and-bolts
about their firm displayed in a profes-
sional way. We are happy to provide
that in our base package.
“However, other firms may want a

more robust site with more pages and
added custom features like interactive
forms, video content or original
photography. We are able to accom-
modate those requests, as well,
while still offering a discount to
ACBA members.”

Dufour has more than 10 years of
website design experience. He’s built
websites for entities ranging from
The Urban Tap to Pittsburgh Young
Professionals to the federal government’s
Unique Mission Cell.
Many ACBA members may be

familiar with Dufour’s work without
realizing it, as he designed the
Duquesne University School of Law’s
new website, which went live in
November 2014. 
“I was impressed with his work. I

think our new website speaks for
itself,” said Christopher Driscoll,
director of information technology at
Duquesne Law School. “Unlike our
previous site, it’s really easy to find
everything now, and the feedback I
hear from faculty and students is that
they appreciate that.”
Driscoll added that ACBA members

of all computer skill levels should feel
comfortable working with Dufour. 
“He’s responsive, easy to work with

and professional. If you have something
in mind that you’d like to build, or if
you have no idea what you’re looking
for, he can help you build a site that’s
right for your firm,” said Driscoll. 
To participate in the ACBA Website

Design Program, visit www.ACBA.org/
websites or call 412-402-6620. n

ACBA Website
Design Program
ACBA members can get a modern,
basic website for less than $900,
with an array of upgrade options
available.
For more information visit
www.ACBA.org/websites or 
call 412-402-6620.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Steiner & Blechman LLC is the first firm to take advantage of the new
ACBA Website Design Program. Tom Dufour of Dufour Interactive, center,
reviews design options with attorneys William Steiner and former ACBA
President Jay Blechman. The firm’s revamped website is scheduled to
go live later this fall.
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ACBA President-Elect Bryan Neft, local attorney Anne John and ACBA
President Hal Coffey discuss the changing legal field at Uptown Coffee
in Mt. Lebanon during “Coffee with Coffey” on August 2. Pittsburgh-area
attorneys – ACBA members or otherwise – were invited to stop by, enjoy
complimentary coffee and discuss their practices, issues within the
legal profession and more with Coffey and other ACBA personnel.

Coffee with Coffey
A number of attorneys from Mt. Lebanon and the surrounding areas
crowded together in the coffee shop to network with Coffey and 
ACBA staff.

Attorney Lisa
Mantella sought
advice from
ACBA Member-
ship and CLE
Director Michele
Greenway and
Assistant Execu-
tive Director
Diane McMillen
during the event.

Attorney Jack
Hall, center, talks
with Coffey and
Anne John about
his experiences in
the profession.
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Mediation and Arbitration/
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• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
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Attorney at Law
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Ronald D. Barber

Ronald D. Barber, a shareholder at
Strassburger McKenna Gutnick &
Gefsky, passed away at West Penn
Hospital, on Thursday, July 6, of
complications from prostate cancer.
He was 56.
He was born on August 12, 1960 in

Fort Lewis, Wash., to Mary L. Barber
of Sewickley, and the late Alan D.
Barber. Barber was a 1983 magna cum
laude graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh and a 1988, cum laude,
graduate of the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law. He was a member
of Phi Beta Kappa.  
While in law school, he served as a

research assistant to Mark Nordenberg,
now the university’s Chancellor Emeritus.
Shortly after graduation, he joined
Strassburger McKenna Gutnick &
Potter, where he had clerked during law
school. He became shareholder in 2003.
Barber’s practice areas included

First Amendment rights, civil liberties,
complex commercial litigation and
media  law. During the early part of
his career, he also served as law clerk
to the Honorable Ronald W. Folino of
the Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas.  
In his practice and in his private

life, Barber was passionate about
mentoring and teaching. During a
short break from his legal career, he
taught high school history.  
At the law firm, he enjoyed mentoring

newer attorneys and took pride in
their successes. In later years, he
taught undergraduate courses in media
law and ethics at the University
of Pittsburgh.  

Barber was an enthusiastic pro
bono legal advisor for The Pitt News,
the University of Pittsburgh’s student
newspaper, where he had served as
opinions editor while an undergraduate.
Every year he looked forward to two
Pitt News events – his annual lecture
to the newspaper staff and the
annual banquet.  
A devoted defender of civil rights,

Barber proudly served on the legal
committee of Pittsburgh chapter of
the ACLU. He also was a former long-
serving President of the Pittsburgh
Chess Club.
Those who knew Barber only as an

attorney might be surprised to learn
that he was an excellent cook who

often competed with his wife, fellow
attorney Jean Novak, for most
inventive recipe of the weekend or
challenged his co-workers to a
meatball cook-off.  
He was an accomplished guitar

player and a self-proclaimed “science
nerd.” Whenever possible, vacations
included visits to observatories, and
every year he looked forward to his
birthday because it signaled the peak
of the Perseid meteor shower.  
He enjoyed hiking in Cook Forest

and on Mount Washington, where he
participated in the annual
WALKATOP, a fundraiser for the
Thomas Brown Alton Foundation. 
Barber also was a lifelong cat lover,

who, much to his parents’ chagrin,
started bringing home strays as a
teen. After his cancer diagnosis, he
became a frequent contributor to
online support groups, offering tips
and making observations, tinged with
his signature dry humor, for other
men and for their caregivers.
Although Barber had many

professional and personal achieve-
ments, he was most proud of his
children, Zachary and Alexandra,
both of Greenfield.

In addition to his wife, his children
and his mother, he is survived by his
brother, Douglas, of New Hampshire.
A celebration of Barber’s life will

be held on Saturday, Sept. 9, from 3-6 p.m.,
at the Chatham Village Clubhouse,
655 Pennridge Road in Pittsburgh’s
Mt. Washington neighborhood.
Members of the Bar are invited to
attend and share memories of and
stories about Barber; storytelling will
begin at 4 p.m.
In Barber’s memory, Strassburger

McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky has
endowed a fund for the annual benefit
of a University of Pittsburgh School of
Law student with an interest in First
Amendment, media or civil rights law.
Donations in Barber’s memory can

be made to Animal Friends, 562 Camp
Horne Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237;
Chatham Village Charitable Trust, 412
Bigham Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15211;
Look Good Feel Better, 1620 L. Street
N.W. 12th Floor, Washington, DC
20036; or the Strassburger McKenna
Gutnick & Gefsky Ronald D. Barber
Endowed Fund, University of Pittsburgh
School of Law, Development & Alumni,
Barco Law Building, 3900 Forbes
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15260. n

In Memoriam

Ronald D. Barber

CONNECT WITH US SOCIALLY
@AlleghenyCoBar

facebook.com/alleghenycountybar
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know about the influence Italians had
on key documents in the formation of
the United States.
Mazzei and Thomas Jefferson were

neighbors and close friends. The phrase
about how “all men are created equal”
that Jefferson used near the beginning
of the Declaration of Independence is
attributed to Mazzei, Conti said. 
Bessler – the author of the book that

sparked Conti’s interest and an associate
professor at the University of Baltimore
School of Law – and Donatella Morana,
a professor at the Law School of the
University of Rome Tor Vergata, will
discuss Beccaria on a panel that Ken
Gormley, president of Duquesne
University, is slated to moderate.
The portion of the program on

Mazzei will feature a panel with Seton
Hall Law School Distinguished Scholar
and Dean Emeritus Elizabeth Defeis
and Giovanni Guzzetta, a professor at
the Law School of the University of
Rome Tor Vergata. Joseph A. Sena Jr. –
who has a law practice in Westchester
County, N.Y., and is a past president of
the National Italian American Bar
Association – will be the moderator.
The program also will include a

documentary video of Sister Margherita,
who is in her 90s and has written
extensively about Mazzei, and remarks
by Administrative Judge Luca Monte-
ferrante, Counselor of the Regional
Administrative Court of Molise in Italy.
Filangieri, a Neapolitan philosopher

and jurist, was the author of “The
Science of Legislation,” a multivolume
work on how to build a civil society. He
and Benjamin Franklin were pen pals.
Marco Giusto, an Italian composer

who is working on a doctorate in
composition and theory at the University
of Pittsburgh, has written original music
for the portion of the program devoted
to Filangieri that will accompany
readings from his and Franklin’s letters.
Greensburg-based lawyer John

Noble will portray Franklin, and
Antonio Lordi, a Pittsburgh-area
lawyer who is from Italy, will portray
Filangieri. Simone Maccanti – a
Pittsburgh-area engineer who is from
Italy – will portray the representative
of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies
who introduced Filangieri and
Franklin through correspondence.
Conti; Lucente; U.S. Court of

Appeals for the Third Circuit Chief
Judge D. Brooks Smith; Judge Raffaele
Sabato, Counselor of the Supreme
Court of Cassation, Italy’s highest
court of appeals; and Catherine
Flumiani, Minister Plenipotentiary
for the Italian Embassy in Washington,
also will speak during the event.
Charles A. De Monaco, a partner

with Fox Rothschild LLP in Pittsburgh,
who is helping with the program, said
early U.S. leaders adopted much of

SEPT. 15 PROGRAM 
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English common law but did not use
its so-called “Bloody Code,” which
called for the death penalty for even
minor crimes.
He said that is because of the influence

of philosophers such as Beccaria, the
author of “On Crimes and Punishments,”
who called for having a punishment
that is proportional to the crime.
De Monaco said Beccaria’s influence

was not limited to the 1700s. In the
1980s, state officials started developing
sentencing guidelines intended to make
punishments proportional to crimes.

Now, most states have such guidelines.
“That is, in essence, a kind of direct

reference to Beccaria. ... It’s all based
upon this proportionality that comes
from an 18th-century Italian philoso-
pher,” De Monaco said.
Lucente also sees another kind of

Italian influence.
“A lot of Italian Americans are

(working) in the justice system,” she said.
One of those people was U.S.

Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, who died last year. His father,
S. Eugene Scalia, did a translation of

Mazzei’s book “My Life & Wanderings,”
which Sister Margherita edited.
“When we had the idea, the first

person we wanted to invite was Justice
Scalia,” Lucente said.
The program will be dedicated to

his memory. 
Conti said she is looking forward to

the program.
“It’ll be a great day. We have a lot of

interesting speakers,” she said.
Lucente said the Italian speakers

will make their homeland look good.
“They’re honest people, excellent

people – very good judges, very good
professors. ...” she said.
“It will be a fun program, and it will

be nice, but it will be educational.” n

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Carla Lucente – an Italian native and the Honorary Consul for Italy/
Pittsburgh – holds the Italian flag while American Chief District Judge
Joy Flowers Conti holds the U.S. flag and attorney Charles A. De Monaco,
a member of the National Italian American Bar Association, stands
bridging the gap between the two.

Sponsors
Sponsors for “The Italian Influence
on the American Constitution, as
of this edition’s deadline, are:
• Platinum – ACBA Board of
Governors; Buchanan Ingersoll &
Rooney PC; Federal Bar
Association, Pittsburgh Chapter;
Federal Court Section of the
ACBA; Fox Rothschild LLP; Italian
Sons and Daughters of America;
Modany Falcone; Pietragallo
Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti,
LLP; Reed Smith LLP and U.S.
District Court
• Gold – DeForest Koscelnik
Yokitis & Berardinelli
• Silver – Gentile, Horoho & Avalli,
P.C.; Panther Properties of PA
• Bronze – Garcia Jewelers

Charles A. De Monaco
and Carla Lucente sit in
the conference room of
the Chief District Judge
Joy Flowers Conti’s
office and listen as she
reads from the book
“The Birth of American
Law: An Italian
Philosopher and the
American Revolution.”
The back is, in part, the
inspiration for the Sept.
15 program.
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TRUST OPERATING

Managing payments and growing revenue for over 40,000 
law firms in the United States, LawPay is the only payment 
solution offered as a member benefit through the ABA. 
Developed specifically for law firms, LawPay guarantees 
complete separation of earned and unearned fees, giving 
you the confidence and peace of mind that your credit card 
transactions are handled the right way.
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Where 
Employment 
Meets 
the Law

Johnston Lykos provides clients 
with advice, counseling and 
representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including 
illegal workplace discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law
www.apogeepgh.com

A BETTER KIND OF IT MANAGEMENT

412.928.8670

SERVING 90+ 
LAW FIRMS

RESPONSIVENESS

FOR THE BUSINESS  
WHO WANTS SUPPORT

THAT’S THE APOGEE ADVANTAGE�

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

R.J. O’Hara networks with Lyke and Joseph Bosick before the
presentation. O’Hara’s firm, Flaherty & O’Hara, sponsored the event. 

Breakfast with Heather Lyke
Meghan Schiffer and Lyke share a laugh following the presentation. 

Two prominent
Pitt figures
meet, as Lyke
chats with
ACBA member
Lori McMaster,
director of Pitt
Law’s office of
profess ional
and career
development. 

Some 80 attorneys attended the event to hear Lyke discuss everything from
the Panthers’ on-field performance to her vision for Pitt’s athletic facilities. 
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SEARCHABLE
900+ DEAL POINTS

LexisNexis, Lexis Practice Advisor and the Knowledge Burst logo are registered trademarks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used under license. © 2015 LexisNexis. All rights reserved. LPA2.0

FOR YOUR FREE TRIAL VISIT 
LEXISNEXIS.COM/FINISH-BIG
OR CALL 800.628.3612

11 PRACTICE
AREAS

ATTORNEY
AUTHORS230+

230+ EXPERT ATTORNEY AUTHORS GUIDE YOUR WAY

FINISH
BIG
START ON POINT

Get the latest beginning-to-end prac cal guidance grounded 
in the real-world experience of expert prac oners with Lexis 
Prac ce Advisor®. Plus, there’s everything you need to advise, 
dra  and deliver to your clients in 11 prac ce areas.

Lexis Practice Advisor®
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
What Attorneys Need to Know 

About Business Valuations
Determining the value of a business is crucial in many types of legal matters,
from business transactions and contract negotiations to estate disputes and
divorces. The seminar will focus on topics of special interest to attorneys,
including valuations of closely held and family businesses, shareholder 

disputes, mergers and acquisitions, buy/sell transactions and marital litigation.
This program will explore various basic valuation terms, concepts and trends.
The three primary methodologies used to determine valuations – the income
approach, the market approach and the asset approach – will be discussed.

*Lunch will be served.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE Credit •When: Friday, Sept. 22 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
436 Seventh Ave., E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$35 for ACBA members, $45 for all others • Last date to pre-register:
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 11:59 p.m.

FEDERAL COURT SECTION
Constitution Day: The Italian Influence 

on the American Constitution 
Constitution Day takes place on Sept.17 every year, the anniversary of the 

ratification of the U.S. Constitution. The ACBA will celebrate Constitution Day

Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

To pay by credit card, see: www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

this year by presenting a two-credit CLE and reception at the Joseph F. Weis Jr.
Federal Courthouse. The program – which will be dedicated to the memory of
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia – will focus on Italian influence on the

American Constitution. The two hour program will feature two discussions. The
first hour will focus on the influence Cesare Beccaria – an Italian criminologist,
jurist and politician – had on the shaping of the constitution. The second hour
will discuss Filippo Mazzei, an associate of Thomas Jefferson who served as an
agent to purchase arms for Virginia during the Revolutionary War. The panel
includes esteemed judges, law professors, representatives from the Italian

Embassy and the National Italian American Bar Association. 
A reception will immediately follow the presentations.

*Please arrive early and bring identification.

Sponsored by: U.S. District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania 
and the Honorary Consulate of Italy in Pittsburgh.

Credits: 2 hours of Substantive CLE credit •When: Friday, Sept. 15 • Registration:
12:30 p.m. • Time: 1 - 3 p.m. – The Influence of Cesare Beccaria, Intermission –
Musical Interlude and Recitation, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. – The Influence of Filippo
Mazzei, Reception to be held immediately following program in the Atrium •
Where: Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse, 700 Grant Street, Pittsburgh, PA
15219 • Cost: $70 for ACBA members, $80 for all others, Free for those who do
not require CLE credit • Last date to pre-register:Wednesday, Sept. 13, 11:59 p.m.
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News and Notes
Ilene Fingeret was presented with the Eric W. Springer Professionalism

Award for 2017 at a meeting of the W. Edward Sell American Inn of Court in
Pittsburgh earlier this year. The award was named in honor of Eric W. Springer,
who in 2006 was the Sell Inn’s first recipient of the American Inns of Court
Professionalism Award for the Third Circuit. Fingeret, a Master of the Bench
and one of the Sell Inn’s founding members, was recognized not only for serving
as the Inn’s social chair for many years, but also for her recognized compassion
and esteemed competency in the practice of estate law. The award honors a
member of the Sell Inn whose life and practice display sterling character,
unquestioned integrity, and an ongoing dedication to the highest standards of the
legal profession and the rule of law. Fingeret holds a recognition plaque as she is
surrounded by individuals who spoke on her behalf, including Mary Kate Coleman,
Joy Flowers Conti, chief judge of the U.S. District Court of the Western District
of Pennsylvania and an Inn counselor; Cheryl Kaufman; Robert Leidigh, Inn
president; and Nancy Heilman. William Caye II (not pictured) also spoke on
Fingeret’s behalf.

Bar Briefs

Jack Hall knows the products industry – how it works, the challenges, 
the language. Now serving as a mediator, his trial experience and 
understanding of technology issues lend value to both sides of the

claim, providing fair, informed guidance to resolution. His up-to-date 
knowledge of products liability law provides real solutions for

claims brought into the ADR arena.

Industry Focus:
automotive, industrial machine/equipment, 

consumer products and appliances, industrial 
chemical products, food borne illness & FDA 
based food claims, medical devices, fire cause 

and origin cases, warranty cases, Lemon Law, 
class actions, MDL Litigation and dealer/ 

franchise matters 

Trial, Mediation 
and Industry Experience... 
working together as one.

Introducing

ADR, Local Counsel, Witness Preparation, Early Neutral Evaluation

(412) 999-7961
jack@jackhallpc.com
www.jackhallpc.com

Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator

Approved Panel
USDC W.D.PA

Lawyers’ Mart

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933
412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

Attorney Bob Garber is a trusted, proven attorney who
has been handling referral cases for over 39 years.

• All Family Law Matters • Non-Violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • PI & Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

CONFLICTS? CASE TOO SMALL? CHALLENGING CLIENT? 

“I’ll take the case and do the work. 
You keep a satis�ed client.”

REFER A CASE, NOT YOUR CLIENT

APPRAISALS
ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE
CONSULTING

MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

OFFICE SPACE
REGENT SQUARE – 1 or 2 office spaces for rent in a 3
office suite. Secretary space also available. Call or text
George Pettrone at 412-398-6989.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Begin your day with us at

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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