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Deadline nears
for candidates
to apply for
ACBA Elections
For those who are considering

applying for a leadership position with
the ACBA, the deadline to submit a
nomination application form for the
association’s 2018 election is rapidly
approaching.
Applications are due to Executive

Director Dave Blaner by 4 p.m. on
Friday, Feb. 2.
The ACBA Nominating Committee

is seeking candidates for the following
positions:
• president-elect,
• treasurer (two-year term),
• five governor positions (each 
with a three-year term), and

• eight Judiciary Committee 
positions (each with a 
three-year term).

Terms begin July 1. For the
nomination application form, qualifi-
cation requirements and more
information, see www.acba.org/
Nominating-Committee. The duties of
each position – as well as the ACBA
elections policies and procedure – also
are available at that webpage.
Forms also can be obtained by

contacting Jann Dalton at 412-402-
6602 or jdalton@acba.org.
Those interested in running for

positions in the Homer S. Brown
Division, Young Lawyers Division or
Women in the Law Division should
check the divisional newsletters or
contact their liaison for information.
For Homer S. Brown Division election
details, contact Alysia Keating at
akeating@acba.org; for Young
Lawyers Division, contact Christina
Daub at cdaub@acba.org; for Women
in the Law Division, contact Dave
Blaner at dblaner@acba.org. n

Continued on page 8

U.S. District Court for Western District of PA
celebrates 200 years with four-part series
By Zandy Dudiak

Over the last two centuries, the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania has heard significant
race relations and civil rights cases
that have impacted individuals, school
districts, different levels of government
and society as a whole.
“Throughout that time, this court

has been served by dedicated judges,
clerks, staff and court personnel,”
said Chief U.S. District Judge Joy
Flowers Conti. “We are reminded
daily about the importance of equal
justice under law and strive to meet
the needs of our community.”
Created by an Act of Congress on

April 20, 1818, the federal court in
Pittsburgh is celebrating its 200th
anniversary this year with a four-part
bicentennial series featuring panel
discussions that will examine some of
the most prominent cases and topics. The
series will culminate with a re-enactment
of 1818 federal court proceedings. 
“Race Relations and Civil Rights

Cases in the Western District” kicks

off the series at 3 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 7. The program will focus on the
importance of the federal court system
in the area of race relations and its
role as a forum of redress.
“It’s a program to celebrate the

court’s rich history in civil rights,”
said Jeffery A. Deller, chief U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court judge, who is assisting
Conti with the bicentennial celebration.
Timed to coincide with African-

American History Month and co-
sponsored by the ACBA’s Homer S.
Brown Division, the series will
include discussion on the court school
desegregation cases, including the
1971 Hoots vs. Commonwealth of Pa.
suit in which plaintiffs alleged that
Braddock, North Braddock and Rankin
residents had been deprived of rights,
privileges and immunities guaranteed
them by the laws and Constitution by
being forced to attend and send their
children to a racially segregated
school district. That suit eventually
resulted in the merger of five school
districts in 1981 to form what is now
Woodland Hills School District.

Tracey McCants Lewis of
Duquesne University School of Law
will serve as moderator of a well-
versed panel that will include Timothy
K. Lewis, a former judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
and also for the Western District
court; Pennsylvania ACLU Legal
Director Witold “Vic” Walczak: and
Mark Fatla, who was a senior law
clerk to Chief Judges Gerald Weber
and Maurice B. Cohill Jr., both of
whom served in the Hoots case.
From 1990 until the declaration of

unitary status for the school district in
2003, Fatla served as special master
for the Hoots case to manage the
litigation, conduct hearings and issue
reports and recommendations on
various issues involved in Woodland
Hills’ Court Ordered Implementation
Plan. He said the Hoots case was one
of the more significant civil rights
cases to come before the Western
District court as it spoke to racial
justice, educational opportunity, the

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Paul Titus was honored for his service to the minority community with the Drum Major for Justice Award
during the Homer S. Brown Division’s 19th Annual Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast.
From left are HSBD Chair Ron Jones, state Rep. Ed Gainey; Titus, HSBD Chair-Elect Tony Thompson, prayer
breakfast Master of Ceremonies Tracey McCants Lewis, and the Hon. Timothy K. Lewis. The prayer breakfast
was held in Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church in Pittsburgh’s Hill District on Jan. 15.

HSBD’s Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast

During the program, Allegheny County Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald speaks on the importance of diversity and 
inclusion, as well as recent county government hirings that
reflect that principle. See more photos on page 9.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

January
James R. Schadel ....................412-995-3000

Timothy Stienstraw ................412-803-1140

February
Walter J. Blenko, Jr. ..............412-566-6189

Dawn Gull ................................412-440-5718

C. Kurt Mulzet ........................412-261-6400
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Hilaire Karangwa, Borkowski, J. .........................................................................................................Page 15
Criminal Appeal—DUI—Sufficiency—Clerical Error on Sentencing Order

In a DUI prosecution, the Commonwealth can prove driving on a public road and intoxication while driving by circumstantial evidence.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Ernest Gregory Williams, Ignelzi, J. and Todd, J. .............................................................................Page 18
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Homicide—Sufficiency—Waiver—Coordinate Jurisdiction—Traffic Stop

Multiple errors in homicide case asserted, including the failure to suppress evidence, recusal, and the coordinate jurisdiction rule.

Board of Governors welcomes 57 new members
The ACBA Board of Governors 

welcomed the following new 
members to the Allegheny County Bar
Association approved at its December
2017 meeting.

Active members:
Hillary Ahlquist, Esq.
Dorothy M. Alke, Esq.
Dina Awwad Hill, Esq.
Carolyn Boucek, Esq.
Emily K. Crawford, Esq.
Elizabeth K. Dofner, Esq.
Keila Estevez, Esq.
Esther L. Evans, Esq.
Daniel J. Festa, Esq.
Michael B. Gallagher, II,  Esq.
Anthony J. Giannetti, Esq.
Grahm Grabiec, Esq.
Ian Grecco, Esq.
Christopher M. Halesey, Esq.
Jamie L. Inferrera, Esq.
Joseph M. Joyce, Esq.

Brian F. Jug, Esq.
Gianna M. Kelly, Esq.
Emily R. Lowe, Esq.
Molly Marshall, Esq.
John Albert Marty, III, Esq.
Anne M. McFadden, Esq.
Victoria E. McIntyre, Esq.
Amber Miles, Esq.
Gretchen Panchik, Esq.
Brett D. Pollock, Esq.
Danielle N. Santoro, Esq.
Emily Schimizzi, Esq.
John C. Scialabba, Esq.
Dominick A. Sisinni, Esq.
James P. Spriestersbach, Esq.
Ashley L. Springsteen, Esq.
Emilie A. Swan, Esq.
Kari E. Tallarico, Esq.
Frederick C. Thieman, Esq.
Lee M. Vapniarek, Esq.
David J. Veintimilla, Esq.
Gregory D. Vose, Esq.
Brittany M. Wuerzberger, Esq.

Reymond E. Yammine, Esq.
Megan C. Yancey, Esq.
Jennifer Yeung, Esq.

Active government members:
Nichole M. Ehrheart, Esq.
George M. Pappas, Esq.

Associate member:
Michael A. Ierino, Esq.

Law student members:
Juliet Astbury
Cassandra Boyer
Benjamin J. Dauber
Chelsea Forbes
Kelsey Gross
Chelsie R. Horne
Amanda Leonard
Jayne A. Lester
Hattie L. Parent
Paige K. Thomas
Jensil Varghese
Megan A. Yocabet
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for his work with diverse students at
predominantly African American
Catholic schools to gain experience
and opportunities for experience in
the legal field. 
Another event in the works is a

collaboration between the ACBA
Hispanic Attorneys Committee and
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Pittsburgh for a panel discussion led
by consul generals of Mexico and
Israel. This program is a follow-up to
a tremendous program that Chair Abbie
Rosario and the Hispanic Attorneys
Committee put together in August
involving the Consulate General of
Mexico based in Philadelphia –
among others – to discuss NAFTA and
economic and legal ties between our
neighbor to the south and the
Pittsburgh area and Pennsylvania

itself. More details will follow soon for
this event slated for March 21.
These collaborative efforts – in

particular among ACBA divisions,
sections and committees – are precisely
the kinds of programs that exemplify
the collective might of the ACBA.
At a recent meeting of the Military

and Veterans Affairs Committee, we
were able to brainstorm about how
planned programs would benefit from
working with the Family Law Division
(nuances for representation of active
duty military families) and the Elder
Law Committee and Probate and
Trust Law Section (homeless veterans
for guardianship proceedings). 

Along with the collaborations, what
I love is talking with members at the
Coffee with Coffey events, regular
committee/section meetings or events
and getting suggestions for new
programs or committees. That is how
the Medical Marijuana and Hemp
Committee got its start and how the
Civil Rights Litigation Committee –
which is slated to hold its first meeting
next month – was restarted.
And to enhance membership

interaction and reduce the number of
our requests to law firms, we are
starting a subcommittee within the

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

New year brings new programs, collaborations, conversations
By Hal Coffey

Turning the calendar brings several
effects to bear. There is the inevitable
waiting lines at the elliptical machines
at the JCC gym as personal resolutions
kick in. There are the LinkedIn posts
from legal recruiters suggesting the
new year is a perfect time to consider
a new job. There are the moments to
take a breath from the mad scramble
to close out A/R from the books at the
end of 2017.
So, as we all take a breath and try

not to freeze (I write this while the
region is dealing with the low
temperatures of the “bomb cyclone”),
I’d like to share a few things that I am
looking forward to, and in some cases
seeking to resolve, in my time remaining
as president of the ACBA.
One of my favorite events of the

year is the Homer S. Brown Division’s
Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast
and Drum Major for Justice Award
Ceremony on Jan. 15, this year on Dr.
King’s actual birthday (extra easy for
me to remember as my own dad was
born precisely 365 days after Dr.
King). The breakfast at Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church is always a
joy, especially with the incredible
French toast and goodwill that was
shared by those attending. But the
true highlight is the awarding of the
Drum Major for Justice Award, whose
honorees in the past have included the
past ACBA president the Hon. Kim
Berkeley Clark and the Rev. Glenn
Grayson. This year’s recipient is Paul
Titus, who was honored in particular

Hal Coffey
ACBA President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Coffee with Coffey
There is no place like home … or at least a great 
coffee shop in my neighborhood, Squirrel Hill. That’s
where we had about 20 attorneys stop by for latte,
muffins, chai tea (maybe that was just me) and 
some solid discussion on Jan. 3 at Crazy Mocha 
on Murray Avenue.
Making it feel even more like old home week was having fellow KMR BBYO
alum Matthew Schwartz and Jaclyn Moldovan there (and even a brief
appearance by nonattorney Andrew DeWitt to round out the crew). Veteran
and recently retired ACBA members were there along with newly admitted
attorneys and recent transplants to the area.
The topics on the menu included mentoring, avenues for participation by
senior lawyers and updates on recent additions to the ACBA roster of 
committees and sections. Next up for Coffee with Coffey is Generoasta at
901 Warrendale Village Drive in Warrendale on Feb. 7. And after that, we 
will take a slight detour from the suburbs for a pit stop in downtown, so
watch the Sidebar, your inbox and elsewhere for updates. 

Continued on page 7
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PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

The 2017 Allegheny County Bar Foundation Young Lawyers Fellows pose for a group photo
during the Fall Foundation Reception awards ceremony at the Renaissance Pittsburgh Hotel
in November. 

ACBF’s Fall Foundation Reception

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151 412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

From left: Patti Dodge; Lifetime Pro Bono Service Award recipient Gary Lang; Dorothy Alke;
J. Nicholas Ranjan, Daniel Miller and Thomas Smith from K&L Gates, which received the
Law Firm Award; Lorraine M. Bittner Public Interest Attorney Award recipient Katherine L.
W. Norton; Pro Bono Center Director Barbara Griffin; and Jennifer Fox Rabold.

ACBF President Patti Dodge and Dorothy Alke, the
Jane F. Hepting Individual Attorney Award recipient.

Jennifer Fox Rabold, recipient of the Kathryn M. Kenyon
Leadership Award, and the Hon. Michael McCarthy.

Patti Dodge and Presidential Merit Award recipient
John P. Gismondi.

For more information on the Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s 
Fellows program, to view current Fellows and to learn how to 
nominate a Fellow see www.acbf.org/Fellows-Program.
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LRS streamlines, enhances web referral process
By Brian Knavish

It’s no secret that more and more
people are using the internet to hire
attorneys – for years, the ACBA has
met this demand by offering various
online options to find and retain
attorneys in the Pittsburgh area. 
However, the bar association has

now enhanced and modernized its
online attorney-finding offerings via
its Lawyers Referral Service. The
changes give local residents an
improved way to find and hire lawyers
online, and it increases the stream of
business the ACBA sends to partici-
pating members.
“We’re excited about the changes,”

said attorney Whitney Hughes, director
of the ACBA’s Lawyer Referral Service.
“While we are in no way moving away
from helping clients who call us on the
phone find lawyers – that’s still the
core of what the LRS does – we also
recognize that more and more people
are finding lawyers online.
“We’ve offered Internet referrals to

our panel attorneys a number of ways
through the years, but in recent
months we’ve taken steps to streamline
and revamp the way we go about this.
I think these changes are a ‘win’ for
the clients, our panel attorneys and
the ACBA overall.”
Previously, prospective clients

could engage with the ACBA online to
find an attorney through one of two
ways: the traditional LRS online
referral option or via the “Pittsburgh
Find-a-Lawyer” website. 
Those using the LRS site would

select one or several areas of practice

and then trust the expertise of the
ACBA to refer to them an attorney
who matched that individual’s specific
legal needs. 
The Find-a-Lawyer service was

more “self-serve.” Those who used
this service – which was launched in
2012 – could select one of several
general fields of practice and then be
provided with a menu of attorney
selections. The user would view
attorney bios and photos and then
choose a lawyer on their own, based

on this info, rather than rely on an
ACBA recommendation.
Those programs operated in unison

for years, but the Find-a-Lawyer
website – despite the ACBA’s efforts
to promote the service – proved
unsuccessful.
“The LRS web referral option has

always been successful, but the Find-
a-Lawyer site wasn’t as successful as
we had hoped,” said Hughes. “We
weren’t getting enough visitors to
Find-a-Lawyer and, therefore, not

enough referrals to the attorneys who
signed up for the service.”
As a result, late last year the ACBA

decided to terminate the Find-a-
Lawyer service and, instead, combine
some of its attractive “self-serve”
features with the already successful
LRS web referral option. 
With the new enhancements, when

potential clients click the web referral
option at the LRS site –
www.GetAPittsburghLawyer.com –
they now also see a photo and a brief
bio of the attorney who has been
referred to them. And, tapping into
one of the attractive features of the
former Find-A-Lawyer site, these
clients can obtain multiple referrals
and self-select while also getting
that much-sought-after third-party
recommendation from the ACBA. 
“We’ve combined the best features

of both former approaches and
focused our efforts on one improved
online option,” said Hughes. “The two
‘similar but different’ web options

 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

primarily handle limited tort motor vehicle collision 

cases. We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit 

in limited tort cases in the major jury system and try 

these cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury and 

recover money for their injuries.

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

Other changes
The revamped web referral program is the latest in a list of several 
improvements the ACBA has made to the Lawyer Referral Service in the 
past 18 months, changes that statistics show are dramatically improving 
the service (see accompanying article).
• New website – In 2016, the ACBA launched a new, custom designed 
LRS website with a catchy, easy-to-remember web address: 
GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
• Increased marketing – The ACBA has increased its LRS marketing 
budget and currently uses those dollars to market the service through 
Internet keyword ads and radio “live reads” by such personalities as Colin
Dunlap and Chris Mueller from sports talk station 93.7 The Fan, and 
“Bubba” from Star 100.7 FM. The 93.7 audience skews male, and 100.7 
has a majority female listenership. 
• Greater staffing – With more marketing comes more calls. To keep up 
with the volume, the ACBA has hired additional law clerks to field the 
incoming calls. 
• Back office improvements – The ACBA has overhauled many aspects of
LRS accounting, reporting and tracking, creating a more efficient system for
running the program.

“

”

I make sure to have a professional
headshot, and I make sure the 
associates at my firm get good 
headshots when we hire them. I
think it’s a good approach, and it
makes you appear professional to 
a client who is looking for an 
attorney online.

– Ryan Very, Very Law

Continued on page 6
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could get a bit muddled. This new
approach is more streamlined and just
better for our panel attorneys and
our clients.”
LRS Panel attorneys are embracing

the change.
“I like it,” said Ryan Very of Very

Law, who estimates that one-third of
the referrals he gets from the LRS are
internet referrals. “I make sure to
have a professional headshot, and I
make sure the associates at my firm
get good headshots when we hire
them. I think it’s a good approach, and
it makes you appear professional to a
client who is looking for an attorney
online.”
Very added that he believes the

most important aspect of the LRS is
that it offers clients a recommendation
from a trusted source in the ACBA.
“I don’t think a lot of people trust

simply googling to find their lawyer.
They want to find a lawyer through a
reputable source,” he said. n

Metrics show sharp increase in LRS referrals
In recent months, the ACBA has

invested substantial resources in
enhancing and growing the Lawyer
Referral Service. And, as recent metrics
show, the investment is paying off for
the attorneys who subscribe to be part
of the service.
Highlighted statistics show the

following growth from the fourth
quarter of 2017 compared to the
fourth quarter of 2016:
• A 55-percent increase in total

referrals made by the LRS to panel
attorneys (1,156 vs. 744)
• A 56-percent increase in the

number of phone referrals. (751 vs. 481)
• A 53-percent increase in the

number of web referrals. (405 vs. 263)
• An 18-percent increase in website

hits. (4,496 vs. 3,808)
Additional statistics of interest

show that, during 2017:
• The ACBA referred 4,704 clients

to LRS panel attorneys.

• 10,080 unique users visited the
LRS website.
• These visitors clicked through

18,862 page views. 
Any practicing attorney who is an

active ACBA member and has current

LRS STREAMLINES 
continued from page 5
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professional liability insurance is
eligible to become an LRS panel
attorney. A one-year subscription is
$220 and a two-year subscription is $400.
For details, contact Whitney Hughes

at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org. n

Wonder if your decisions, legal advice or
other professional actions are ethical?
Members can get consultation on their

legal actions and potential actions through
the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.
See acba.org/officerassignments for details.

Need clients?
The Lawyer Referral Service
can help bring them to you.
For details, contact Whitney Hughes

at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org.
To learn more, see getapittsburghlawyer.com.
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YLD Judicial Team Trivia Night slated for Feb. 8
By Zachary N. Gordon and
Amanda J. Thomas

The ACBA’s Young Lawyers Division
will continue its tradition of hosting a
reception and trivia night with our
local judiciary for a fifth consecutive
year. The Annual YLD Judicial Team
Trivia Night event matches young
lawyers and law students with a
member of the judiciary for several
rounds of trivia in which teams compete
against each other to answer a variety
of questions on topics including
current events, entertainment and
sports. Prizes will be awarded to the
first- and second-place teams. As in
years past, the night will begin with a
cocktail hour for YLD members and
judges to socialize. The YLD would
like to extend its sincerest gratitude to
this year’s event sponsor – Frank,
Gale, Bails, Murcko, & Pocrass, P.C.
The YLD has invited members of

the judiciary from the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania, Superior Court of
Pennsylvania, Commonwealth Court
of Pennsylvania, Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny County, U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit, U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania, and the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania.
Judicial Trivia is one of the YLD’s

marquee events. Now in its fifth year,
trivia night is always well-attended by
judges, young lawyers and law students
who enjoy the ability to network in an
informal, fun way while competing to
see who has the greatest knowledge of
matters trivial. 
This year’s YLD Judicial Team

Trivia Night will be held on Thursday,
Feb. 8, at the Rivers Club at One
Oxford Centre in downtown Pittsburgh.
The event starts at 5 p.m. with a cocktail
hour followed by team trivia with the
judges from 6 to 7.
Members of the judiciary are asked

to RSVP to Christina Daub at
cdaub@acba.org on or before Feb. 5.  
The event is open to members of

the YLD, including law student members.
The $30 registration fee includes two
drink tickets and heavy appetizers.
Registration is available on the
ACBA’s website.
Questions? Contact Co-Chairs Zach

Gordon at gordon@fgbmp.com or
Amanda Thomas at thomas.amanda-
jean@gmail.com. n

Proven Technology Leader

ndsreporting.com  •  866-565-1929
All of your Litigation Needs from Start to Finish

Our additional services include:
Interactive Depositions

Web Depositions
Online Scheduling and Repository

Pittsburgh-based firm:
bringing you the best and latest technology!

Finance Committee whose task will
include finding new sources of
sponsorship from the law-practice
vendor community and beyond. Those
new sponsors may include dry cleaners,
title companies and office furniture
supply companies to name a few. 
If you have an idea for a sponsor

who would benefit from access to the
ACBA or a program or new committee
related to an emerging area of the law,
please reach out to me via email,
phone or at the next ACBA event
where you see me. n

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
continued from page 3

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

While the actual trivia challenge is fun and 
competitive, the opportunity for YLD members to
socialize with judges is the highlight of the event.
At last year’s trivia night, YLD members such as
Chris Toner chatted with the likes of judges 
Cynthia Reed Eddy, Mark Tranquilli and other
members of the judiciary.

Lawyers Journal seeks 
freelance writers
The Lawyers Journal seeks 
freelancers to write journalistic
news articles and features. While
we always welcome substantive 
legal articles from our members,
we’re also currently looking to
expand our roster of freelance 
writers. Email Brian Estadt at
bestadt@acba.org for details.



Systems where we stratify people by
their income levels, their gender or
race, their political persuasions – where
people are put into their silos and 
see people only like themselves – they
are diminished.

– Mark Fatla
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role of the courts, and balancing the
tendencies of state and local officials
to deal with the majority at the
expense of the minority. 
“It was a very complex matter,

legally,” Fatla recalled. “It was a
complex matter, factually. It was a
complex matter in terms of community
reaction. That adds a layer of difficulty
to the whole process.”
By combining school districts that

served populations with considerably
different income and racial demo-
graphics, Fatla said, the merger
provided a diversity of experiences –
more affluent students received a
“real-world experience” and children
with limited economic opportunities
were provided an opportunity to
broaden their horizons.
“Systems where we stratify people

by their income levels, their gender or
race, their political persuasions –
where people are put into their silos
and see people only like themselves –
they are diminished,” Fatla said. 
In the mid-1990s, Walczak handled

major police misconduct cases against
the City of Pittsburgh that paved the
way for the first-ever intervention by
the U.S. Department of Justice to
overhaul a major city police department.
He plans to discuss a case involving
Glenn Mahone, a prominent African-
American attorney at Reed Smith, and
his brother, who sued the City of
Pittsburgh after accusing two white
police officers of following a common
police practice of abusing them with
racial epithets, beating them, filing false
charges and giving false testimony.
The third panelist, retired Judge

Timothy Lewis, has authored many
articles on racial injustice and judicial

an emphasis on school desegregation
cases of the 1950s.
According to his biography, as a

professor of law at South Carolina
College Law School, Simmons encour-
aged and advised one of his students
on where and how to initiate the first
federal legal challenge to the Consti-
tutional separate-but-equal doctrine.
He told students the suit had to be
raised in a school district so poverty
stricken that it could not financially
support a dual and equal system. 
That argument was adopted by an

NAACP attorney in the first of five
cases that were combined into the
landmark Brown vs. Board of Education
action by the U.S. Supreme Court that
banned racial segregation in public
schools. A native of Monongahela,
Simmons was involved in numerous
other desegregation and civil rights
cases brought before state and federal
courts throughout the South before
returning to Western Pennsylvania.
“What’s important to remember

about this program is the federal
courts have played a vital role in
promoting and protecting civil
rights,” Walczak said. “The courts
safeguard employment, housing and
the criminal justice system. Those
court decisions cannot solve the
bigger societal problem. It requires a
change in the hearts and minds of
people before the problem can be
completely eliminated.” n

Where 
Employment 
Meets 
the Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients 
with advice, counseling and 
representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including 
illegal workplace discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
continued from front cover Bicentennial programs

“Race Relations and Civil Rights Cases in the Western District” will be held
from 3 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7 at the Joseph F. Weis Jr. U.S. 
Courthouse, followed by a reception. The program will offer 2 Substantive
CLE credits. 
Registration can be made by visiting www.acba.org and clicking on the
CLE/events tab. The other three programs in the series are:
• “A Celebration of Liberty and Justice for All” is scheduled for June 1. A full
day of spirited discussions is planned with four panels comprised of sitting
and retired judges from U.S. District Court, Bankruptcy Court and Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals, and distinguished legal scholars. U.S. Sen. Robert
P. Casey Jr. will deliver remarks during the midday luncheon. Topics include:
history and evolution of the Western District court; civil liberties cases such
as the Hoots school desegregation (Woodland Hills School District merger)
and the Ten Commandments posted at the Allegheny County Courthouse;
notorious criminal cases, including 1970s and 1980s organized crime cases
and use of RICO statutes in the 1990s to prosecute gang-related activity;
and landmark bankruptcy cases, such as those involving the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Pittsburgh Brewing and a lottery winner.
• On Oct. 11, the court will partner with Duquesne University at the school’s
Power Center to examine one of Major League Baseball’s most infamous
scandals – the drug trials of 1985. The program will bring together legal 
professionals involved in the cases for a discussion of the events leading to
the charges, filing of charges, case strategy and the progression of litigation.
Participants will offer personal anecdotes, and a case-related display of
memorabilia will be available for viewing. 
• In December (date not yet set), the court will step back in time with a 
re-enactment of court proceedings as they would have occurred in 1818. 
The entertaining event will provide those attending with a unique perspective
of what has changed and remained the same in the practice of law over the
last 200 years.

reform and is a frequent guest TV and
radio commentator on issues affecting
human and constitutional rights.
The February panel presentation

also will include a discussion of the
significant work of the late Judge Paul

Allen Simmons, who was the first
African-American judge appointed to
serve in the Western District. The
discussion will focus on Simmons’
work in the area of equal protection –
prior to him becoming a judge – with

“

”
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Staff, students and alumni of Duquesne University School of Law 
gather around 2018 Drum Major for Justice Award recipient Titus for a
group photo.

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Paul H. Titus poses with his family following the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Prayer Breakfast. Over the years, Titus has introduced countless
seventh- and eighth-grade students to the legal system via mock trials;
discussions about the Constitution and civil rights; personal interactions
with judges; and trips to Harrisburg and Washington, D.C.

ACBA President
Hal Coffey poses
with his son 
Eli, Judge Hugh
McGough and
Tony Thompson.

Members of the
church congrega-
tion, Duquesne
University School
of Law and the
ACBA gather in
the meeting space
of the Ebenezer
M i s s i o n a r y  
Baptist Church
for breakfast.

HSBD’s Martin Luther 
King Jr. Prayer Breakfast



Page 10 / January 19, 2018

w w w. p b i . o rg  
8 0 0 - 9 3 2 - 4 6 3 7

REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONFEBRUARY

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

Feb. 1 • Death & Taxes
Feb. 2 • Excel Basics for Lawyers
Feb. 9 • Internet Defamation
 • Excel Beyond the Basics
Feb. 12 • Word for Litigators
Feb. 13 • Internet Legal Research
Feb. 14 • For the Love of Deeds
Feb. 15 • 19th Annual Estate & Elder Law Symposium
Feb. 16  Word for the Transactional Attorney
Feb. 23 • Mastering Medical Records
Feb. 27 • International Tax - What You Need to Know
Feb. 28 • Dealing with the Problem Employee
 • He Died With Guns in His Closet: Firearms & Estates

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

19th Annual 

ESTATE & ELDER LAW 
SYMPOSIUM
THU., FEB. 15, 2018
9:00 AM TO 4:10 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:30 AM; LUNCH INCLUDED

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF “THE BEST OF”  
TWO OF PBI’S MOST POPULAR INSTITUTES

In this one-day Symposium we feature some of the most 
popular sessions from our annual Estate Law Institute and 
Elder Law Institute. Whether you have a general practice or 
you concentrate in estate law, elder law or both, you’ll find 
this course offers just what you need. You’ll pick up important 
practice tips and the latest developments. Break-out sessions at 
each of our conference centers make it easy for you to choose 
the topics that interest you the most. You can also join us on the 
web or at any of our simulcast sites for a selected track of great 
topics.

CIVIL LITIGATION UPDATE
TUE., MAR. 6, 2018
9:00 AM TO 4:15 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:30 AM; LUNCH INCLUDED

Enhance your practice with updates in key areas of civil 
litigation, fine tune your knowledge, and learn from leading 
practitioners. Analyze recent important decisions from the 
Pennsylvania state and federal courts and maximize your time 
with relevant updates, valuable practice tips and convenient 
locations.

2018 MEDICAL MARIJUANA  
AND HEMP LAW SYMPOSIUM
FRI., MAR. 16, 2018
9:00 AM TO 4:30 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:30 AM; LUNCH INCLUDED

Don’t miss this first annual, day-long event! With an estimated 
value of $150 million, Pennsylvania’s medical marijuana industry 
continues to have a sweeping impact across the state. Join 
our panel of experts and hear about the latest developments 
in Pennsylvania’s medical marijuana program and how this 
emerging industry is impacting other areas of legal practice.  
From employment issues to zoning challenges, attorneys in 
various practice areas are encountering and dealing with the 
effects of one of Pennsylvania’s newest industries. With leading 
experts in the legal, medical and government sectors, the 
Symposium will provide a multifaceted look at how the industry 
and Pennsylvania’s implementation of its program has and will 
continue to impact the state.

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

Feb. 1 • Hotels: Law and Practice
Feb. 5 • CMBS and the Real Estate Lawyer
Feb. 6 • International Tax Issues
Feb. 7 • Broker-Dealer Retail Wealth Management
Feb. 12 • Asset Based Financing Strategies
Feb. 13 • Government Investigations
Feb. 20 • Consolidated Tax Return Regulations

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & 
get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

Feb. 1 • Death & Taxes
Feb. 2 • Excel Basics for Lawyers
Feb. 8 • Realty Transfer Tax Update
Feb. 9 • Internet Defamation
 • Excel Beyond the Basics
Feb. 12 • Word for Litigators
Feb. 13 • Internet Legal Research
Feb. 14 • For the Love of Deeds
Feb. 16  Word for the Transactional Attorney
Feb. 20 • The Impact of Act 170 on LLCs, LLPs, LPs, and GPs
Feb. 22 • 19th Annual Estate & Elder Law Symposium
Feb. 23 • Dealing with the Problem Employee
Feb. 26 • Mastering Medical Records
Feb. 27 • International Tax - What You Need to Know
Feb. 28 • He Died With Guns in His Closet: Firearms & Estates
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www.plummerslade.com 412-261-5600

428�Forbes�Avenue,�Suite�2450�,�Pittsburgh,�PA��15219

“Your�single�source�for�IT�solutions”

Exclusively�endorsed�for�IT�solutions�by�the
Allegheny�County�Bar�Association�(ACBA).

Serving�over�100+�law�firms�in�the�Pittsburgh
and�surrounding�area.Attorneys at Law

QUATRINIRAFFERTY

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

412-391-2800  .  www.qrlegal.com 
Greensburg | Latrobe | Pittsburgh

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

TAXATION SECTION
An Examination of Federal Tax Reform

Friday, Jan. 26  |  1 hour of Substantive CLE credit
The much talked-about tax reform is now law, and sweeping changes will impact
companies and individuals beginning in the current fiscal year. Among the
provisions: a lower corporate tax rate, immediate expensing of certain capital
expenditures, an immediate charge for earnings and profits held overseas,
increased limitations on interest deductibility, and a host of complex international
tax rules and other tax reforms. How will this impact your firms and clients? This
program will discuss and provide answers. Lunch will be provided.

Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. •Where: Rivers Club, One Oxford
Centre, 301 Grant St., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $35 for Taxation Section 
members, $65 for ACBA members, $70 for all others • Last date to pre-register:
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 11:59 p.m.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
AND USI AFFINITY

Avoiding Law Practice Danger Zones
Wednesday, Jan. 31  |  1 hour of Ethics CLE credit

Nearly every attorney has professional liability and malpractice concerns. This
program will focus on some common mistakes that can lead to liability issues
and ways to avoid them. Specifically, the program will discuss electronic access
errors; data blunders; emerging malpractice claim trends; tips for communication
with clients; and ethical pitfalls in social media use. 

This program is being provided as a member benefit in partnership with the ACBA
Insurance Program and plan administrator USI Affinity. Attendees at this program
will receive up to a 7.5 percent risk-control premium credit per attorney on the ACBA

A C B A

CLE

UPCOMING CLE’s from the
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Register today!
www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs
or 412-402-6614

Sponsored Lawyers’ Professional Liability Insurance Policy underwritten by CNA. The
credit is applied at the next renewal dates and is good for two consecutive policy terms.

Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building 
Conference Center, E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh,
PA 15219 • Cost: $35 for ACBA members, $55 for all others • Last date to 
pre-register:Monday, Jan. 29, 11:59 p.m.

HOMER S. BROWN DIVISION AND 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT, WESTERN DISTRICT OF PA
The Bicentennial Series: Race Relations and 
Civil Rights Cases in the Western District
Wednesday, Feb. 7  |  2 hours of Substantive CLE credit

In celebration of the 200th anniversary of its founding, the United States District
Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania presents “The Bicentennial Series:
Race Relations and Civil Rights Cases in the Western District.” The program will
focus on the rich history of the District Court with respect to civil rights and race
relations. The panel presentation will touch upon the following areas: Judge Paul A.
Simmons’ work, prior to becoming a judge, in the area of equal protection with an
emphasis on school desegregation cases of the 1950s; a discussion of desegregation
in the Western District of Pennsylvania, including the "Hoots" case, which resulted
in the formation of the Woodland Hills School District. This discussion will address the
events giving rise to the commencement of the "Hoots" case, the socio-economic
climate of the times, the parties and their perspective interests, and the progression
of the case from start through conclusion. The panel will also discuss the
aftermath of the case and whether it has any continuing relevance; a discussion
of the importance of the Federal Court system in the area of race relations; the
District Court’s role as a forum of redress and whether municipalities could be
held responsible in federal court for deprivation of a citizen’s constitutional rights;
the ACLU’s efforts in the area of equal protection and race relations. 

In addition to CLE credits, attendees will have the opportunity to network with
members of the community, including civic leaders and members of the bar.
Reception will immediately follow the program in the Atrium.

Registration: 2:30 p.m. • Time: 3 - 5 p.m. • Where: Joseph F. Weis, Jr., U.S.
Courthouse, Courtroom 8A, 700 Grant St., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $70 for ACBA
members, $90 for all others • Last date to pre-register:Monday, Feb. 5, 11:59 p.m.
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Thomas E.
Zumpella has been
promoted to part-
ner at Thomas,
Thomas & Hafer.
He concentrates
his practice in the
defense of general
liability matters.

Change in
Status

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Keith Alan
Bassi has been disbarred on consent
from the Bar of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, retroactive to 
Aug. 16, 2017.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Patrick
O’Hare Regan has been placed on
temporary suspension. This suspension
took effect on Dec. 21, 2017.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Mark David
Johns has been disbarred from the
practice of law in this Commonwealth.
The disbarment took effect on Jan. 4.

People on the Move

Theresa M. Miller-Sporrer and
Victor S. Kustra have joined Weiss
Burkardt Kramer as associates in its
education and municipal practice
areas. Miller-Sporrer’s practice will
focus on general solicitor work, with a
focus on labor and employment law.
She has experience in complex and
multi-district litigation before state,
federal and appellate courts. Kustra’s
practice will focus on being a general

solicitor for school
districts.

Brandy S.
Ringer has joined
Schnader Harrison
Segal & Lewis LLP
as an associate.
She is a member 
of the firm’s 
litigation services
department. 

Bar Briefs

Theresa M.
Miller-Sporrer

Victor S.
Kustra

Brandy S.
Ringer

Thomas E.
Zumpella

Begin your day with us at

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic

economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.

1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE
CONSULTING

MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

MEDICARE SET-ASIDES
SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare Secondary Payer (MSP) Act. Personalized
service and expertise you can trust. 412-302-8880;
smason@firstreviewinc.com.

OFFICE SPACE
SPACE AVAILABLE IN A BUILDING OCCUPIED 
ENTIRELY BY LAWYERS. Both individual offices and
entire square foot floor available. Both come with 
access to conference rooms. Rates negotiable. 
lesliemcgrath6@gmail.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.
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