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Amid colleagues’ praise, Judge Diamond
retires as an ‘icon’ of the federal bench
By Tracy Carbasho

JJudge Gustave Diamond will
retire next week as one of the
longest serving jurists in the

history of the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.

Diamond – whose tenure comes to a
close Jan. 24 – was appointed to the
federal bench in 1978 by President
Jimmy Carter. He garnered a wide-
spread reputation over nearly four
decades for his expertise and calm,
inspirational demeanor. At age 88, he
also holds the distinction of being one
of only five U.S. Attorneys who have
ever served on the court. 

“Since he was a U.S. Attorney, he
came to the bench with a wealth of
knowledge about our criminal justice
system, and he is the epitome of what
the best judge should be,” said Chief
Judge Joy Conti. “I would call him
frequently and ask for his sage advice,
and I knew I’d never go wrong if I
followed his advice.”

Conti said Diamond was helpful to
her when she joined the bench and
continued to provide guidance regarding
procedural and case-management
issues to her and other judges. She
said he was helpful to the court from
an administrative perspective because
he chaired numerous committees and
served as chief judge from 1992 to 1994.

Even after taking senior status in
1994, he continued to handle complex
criminal cases. One of the most notable
cases he handled prior to assuming
senior status was the drug scandal
involving Major League Baseball.

“Without question, my most
memorable – but by no means the
most significant – trial was the so-

called ‘Baseball Cocaine’ trial over
which I presided in 1985. The case
attracted nationwide interest,” Diamond
recalled. “Journalists representing
news media from all over the country
regularly attended the trial, and base-
ball stars and other sports figures from
Major League Baseball teams testified.”

Colleagues say Diamond isn’t one
to talk about his achievements. On the
contrary, they say his humble manner
is in direct contrast to the many
accomplishments he achieved during
a career that might make others boastful.

“His positions have never gone to
his head,” said District Court Judge
Donetta Ambrose. “What distinguishes
him from others is that he has more
common sense than anyone I know.

This is what has made him an icon in
the federal judiciary.”

Ambrose said Diamond has had a
far-reaching impact on the court and
those who worked with him. As a case
in point, she is still using the materials
that he gave her 23 years ago during
one of her criminal proceedings.

“Because of his extraordinary
professional demeanor and his dedication
to the rule of law, Judge Diamond has
been a role model and inspiration for
me and many others,” she said.

Judge Mark Hornak, who has been
on the court for five years, said
Diamond has been a source of
inspiration for him going back to
when he started his career as a lawyer
and handled cases before the judge.

“Gus Diamond is a giant of our
profession, and it is proper that he has
been recognized as such. Just being
around him makes me strive to be a
better judge,” Hornak said. “Watching
him in action is being in the presence
of a consummate professional who
brings an uncommon humanity and
dignity to all that he does.”

The attorneys who’ve appeared in
court echo that sentiment. In the
ACBA’s 2016 Judicial Survey, Diamond
earned average scores ranging from
4.63 to 4.73 out of a possible 5 points.
He received high marks in all four
categories – impartiality, legal ability,
diligence and judicial temperament.

Diamond said he learned early in
his career that in order to effectively
execute his responsibilities as a judge,
he had to be fully prepared to make a
fair, well-reasoned and impartial
decision on each matter. 

“Under no circumstance was I to be
influenced by bias, convenience or
prejudice,” he said. “I have been
especially fortunate to have had the
assistance of like-minded, extremely
competent law clerks to help me do
that job.”

Diamond believes the most important
training for any federal judge is the
experience gained while serving as a
law clerk. He worked as a clerk to
Judge Rabe Marsh Jr. and considers
him to have been “one of the best
judges who ever sat on this court.”

After serving as a law clerk,
Diamond went to work as an assistant
and then first assistant U.S. Attorney
for the district. He served as U.S.
Attorney from 1963 to 1969 and then

Continued on page 7

Wills for Heroes program
provides peace of mind
By Tracy Carbasho

Volunteer attorneys who participate
in the Wills for Heroes program say
that giving up a little of their free time
is nothing compared to the sacrifices
made every day by the people they
are helping.

The national program originated in
response to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks. Pittsburgh attorney Ashley
Bozewski, an associate at the Fenchel
Law Offices, grew up five miles from
Manhattan, and the attacks are a driving
force that compels her to volunteer
with the local program.

“I grew up keenly aware that first
responders are willing to sacrifice
their lives in an instant for people
they’ve never met,” Bozewski said.
“The spouses of first responders also
bear an incredible weight every day.
When I volunteer, it’s my way of saying
‘thank you.’”

The program, which has been
implemented in more than 20 states,
was adopted as a permanent pro bono
project by the ACBA Young Lawyers
Division in 2008. Local attorneys
volunteer to prepare wills, financial
powers of attorney and healthcare
powers of attorney/living wills for
first responders and their spouses.
Four events are held each year.

The program is free to all first
responders – including firefighters,
police officers and emergency
medical technicians – as well as active
and retired military personnel.
Coordinators say documents are
typically prepared for at least 150
families every year and approximately
100 attorneys volunteer.

In addition to being one of three
coordinators for the program, Joanna
Rodriguez has volunteered to draft
documents. She said the first local
Wills for Heroes event was held after

three Pittsburgh police officers were
killed in Stanton Heights.

“At the events that followed, many
police officers, recognizing their risk
and mortality, shed tears as lawyers
helped them and their families for the
future,” said Rodriguez, an associate
at Jackson Lewis.

Julianne Cutruzzula Beil, an associ-
ate at Cutruzzula & Nalducci, and
Amy Rees, an attorney at Heritage
Elder Law & Estate Planning, are the
other program coordinators. They
always hold the program on Saturdays
and welcome new volunteers. 

The Wills for Heroes program aims
to make it easier for first responders
and military personnel to complete
important documents involving issues
that often are tough to address.

“End-of-life plans can require
uncomfortable conversations, particularly

Continued on page 2

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Colleagues praise Judge Gustave Diamond’s dedication, professionalism
and willingness to offer valuable advice.
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for young couples with minor children,”
Beil said. “These documents, though,
are especially important for our first
responders, whose chances of needing
to have these plans in place are far
greater than the ordinary citizen.”

Rees said some first responders
assume that if something happens
to them, their spouse can handle
their affairs. 

“With this program, they get to make
their own rulebook, instead of using
the state’s rulebook upon something
happening to them,” Rees said.

Jeremy Teaberry, an associate at
Reed Smith, said that through the
program, he has helped many people who
had previously had tough experiences
dealing with the estate of a loved one.
He said they come to the Wills for
Heroes events because they want to
ensure their own families aren’t
burdened with additional stress.

“I keep volunteering because we
rely on first responders to keep us
safe, and they do so without requesting

WILLS FOR HEROES
continued from front cover

anything in return,” he said. “It also
provides an instant sense of gratification
that is so rare in the legal profession.
It is a rare experience to be able to
completely fulfill a client’s need in a
single meeting, and it provides peace
of mind to the first responders and
their families.”

Teaberry has a simple message for
other attorneys: “You will never get to
work with a group of people who are
more appreciative or more deserving
of the time you spend with them.”

Michael Bergonzi, an associate at
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, reminds
fellow ACBA members that both the
training and the necessary software
are available to draft the documents.
Therefore, he believes any attorney
could be an asset to the program
by volunteering.

“These people risk their lives,
some as volunteers,” Bergonzi said.
“It reminds me that I can spend a
Saturday morning every couple of
months helping out.”

For attorneys who can’t volunteer,
donations are appreciated to purchase
refreshments, office supplies, and to
help pay for a wireless printer. Used
computers with Word programming
and wireless printers also would
be appreciated.  

The coordinators note that volunteers
don’t have to be attorneys because
there is plenty of work. They can be
staff members of a law office, law
students or a family member or friend
of a volunteering attorney. Non-attorney
volunteers can serve as witnesses
when documents are notarized and
perform office-type tasks. n

To volunteer
To get involved, contact coordinators Julianne Cutruzzula Beil
(jbeil@cnlawfirm.net), Amy Rees (rees@heritageelderlaw.com) and
Joanna Rodriguez (joanna.rodriguez@jacksonlewis.com).

Need new clients? We’ll help bring them to you.
For information about how the Lawyer Referral Service can help more
clients find YOU, please contact Whitney Hughes at 412-402-6703 or

whughes@acba.org. For a closer look at this unique Pittsburgh legal service,
please visit www.GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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wake up in the middle of the night
with the flu or an ear infection, and I
would be calling the pediatrician in the
morning for a same-day appointment,
while also trying to get an extension
from the court or opposing counsel. I
know that it is hard for lawyers to
believe that having the pre-trial
statement finished two days early –
instead of 3:30 p.m. on the due date –
is an acceptable option. Not only is it
acceptable, it is preferable, according
to my legal assistant. Give it a try and

you will see how happy your legal
assistant/paralegal/secretary will be
that he/she is not typing with one
hand, while eating lunch with the
other hand and photocopying with
his/her feet. 

Third, take time to smell the roses.
I know that I have mentioned this on
more than one occasion in the past,
but it cannot be overemphasized. We
have to take time away from the
office. Practicing law, whether it be in
a courtroom or a conference room, is
very stressful. We spend the whole
work day – which is usually well in
excess of eight hours – thinking,
planning, drafting, revising, talking,
conferencing, etc. Most of us do not
work from 9 to 5. Rather, we work
24/7. We don’t leave our jobs when we
walk out of the office and head to the
elevator for the evening. We take our
jobs home with us. We dictate letters
or answer emails while commuting.
We return phone calls in the car with
our cell phones on the Bluetooth. We
plan strategy in the shower. We wake
up in the middle of the night obsessing
over our client’s problems. And then,

we get back in the car at 7 in the
morning and start the process over
again. Even if you enjoy your job,
there has to be more to life than just
practicing law. 

Fourth, do not engage. Taking the
high road will always be far more
beneficial than playing in the mud. If
your client wants you to play games
with the other side or take an
unreasonable position, refuse to do so.
If opposing counsel sends you a
nastygram and your initial reaction is
to fire back an even-nastiergram,
draft the even-nastiergram and let it
sit overnight. Read it over the next
day, when your blood has stopped
boiling, and edit out most of the
adjectives and adverbs before sending
the response. This is how we gain
respect from our colleagues and
maintain our reputations as reasonable
and ethical attorneys. It is very difficult,
even impossible, to repair a poor
reputation; however, it is relatively
easy to hold onto a good reputation,
once you have earned it. 
Again, when I am in charge of the

world… n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Let’s resolve to stay out of the weeds
By Melaine Shannon Rothey

We are now a month into our New
Year’s resolutions – how are they
going for you? I certainly hope that
you are having more success than I
am. While pondering your success, or
lack thereof, I have another subject
that I want to discuss.

Let’s stay out of the weeds, but how
do we do that? As you can imagine, I
have a suggestion or two. 

First, do not lie, either to your
client or to opposing counsel. There
are times, more than we even want to
admit, when we get bogged down in
work, family, trying to go away for a
few days, illness or just stuff. Even in
these circumstances, do not tell your
client or opposing counsel that you
filed a pleading or returned a phone
call or requested the documents or
left a voice mail/email, unless you did
so. Rather, be honest. The best clients
and opposing counsel, even those of both
categories that are just reasonable-
real-people, understand that the day-
to-day world is not perfect for any of
us and we have real life issues that
invade on our “perfect” work lives. As
long as you don’t make a habit of it,
most people will give you a pass and
let you rectify the situation. 

Second, do not procrastinate. Early
in my career, when my children were
young, I gave up my then-habit of
putting everything off until the last
minute because it was inevitable that
if I did so, one of the children would

Melaine Shannon Rothey
ACBA President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S  S O C I A L L Y
@AlleghenyCoBar

facebook.com/alleghenycountybar
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CONFLICTS? CASE TOO SMALL? CHALLENGING CLIENT? 

“I’ll take the case and do the work. 
You keep a satis�ed client.”

REFER A CASE, NOT YOUR CLIENT

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Among those celebrating the 10-year anniversary of the
Alternative Dispute Resolution Program in the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania were, from left,
Judge Arthur Schwab, U.S. District Court; Judge Jeremy D.
Fogel, director of the Federal Judicial Center in Washington,
D.C., and senior U.S. District judge for the Northern District
of California; Senior Judge Donetta Ambrose, U.S. District
Court; and Chief Judge Joy Flowers Conti, U.S. District Court.
Fogel – who was a member of a consultation team that
helped the Western District of PA develop a plan for its ADR
program back in January 2004 – was the guest speaker at the
Dec. 8 event.

YLD Judicial Team Trivia night returns
By Zachary Gordon

The ACBA’s Young Lawyers Division
will continue its tradition of hosting a
cocktail hour and team trivia night
with the local judiciary for the fourth
year in a row. The YLD Judicial Team
Trivia event matches young lawyers
and law students with a member of the
judiciary for several rounds of trivia,
with topics such as current events to
sports. This year, the top two trivia
team members will win gift cards.
Prior to the trivia portion of the night,
there will be a cocktail hour for YLD
members to socialize with the judges. 

The YLD has invited members of
the judiciary from the Supreme Court

of Pennsylvania, the Superior Court of
Pennsylvania, the Commonwealth
Court of Pennsylvania, the United
States Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit, the United States District
Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania, the United States
Bankruptcy Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania and the Court
of Common Pleas of Allegheny County.

Nicole Daller, co-chair of the YLD
Member Services Committee, said the
event is a great opportunity to meet
with judges in a social setting.

“Judicial Trivia continues to be one of
the YLD’s marquee events each year.
Now in its fourth year, the event is always
well-attended by judges, young lawyers

and law students who enjoy the ability to
network in a fun and competitive way. I
hope our members will take advantage of
this special opportunity to interact with
the judiciary. On behalf of the Member
Services Committee and my co-chair,
Amanda Thomas, thank you to the judges
who continue to support our program-
ming and to our members for consistently
making this a sold-out event.”

The event will be held Thursday,
Feb. 9, at the Rivers Club at One
Oxford Centre, 301 Grant St., Suite
411. It starts at 5 p.m. with a cocktail
hour, followed by team trivia with the
judges from 6 to 7. Members of the
judiciary are asked to RSVP to Matt
Antico at mantico@acba.org by Feb. 3.

The event is open to members of
the ACBA YLD, including law student
members. Registration is $30 and
includes a cocktail hour, an hour of
trivia, two drink tickets and heavy
appetizers. Registration is available
on the ACBA’s website. Questions?
Contact Zachary Gordon at
gordon@fgbmp.com or 412-471-5924. 

Those attending the event are
asked to bring a donation of toiletries
(full and travel size) to support the
Public Service Committee’s drive
benefitting homeless youth at the
downtown Auberle 412 Youth Zone. n

Zachary Gordon is co-chair with Natalie

L. Zagari of the YLD Judicial Team Trivia.

ADR
Celebration

From left, Katie
Matscherz, Matt
Burne and Becky
Kcehowski enjoy the
reception in the 
Lancaster Atrium of
the Joseph F. Weis 
Jr. United States
Courthouse. The
ACBA Federal Court
Section and the
Alternative Dispute
Resolution Committee
helped to sponsor the
reception.

District Judge Cathy 
Bissoon and Gene
Tabachnick pause for a
photo during the reception
that followed the program.

Bill Price and Joel Helmrich enjoy
the reception.

Paul Titus and Tina
Miller flank Chief
Magistrate Judge
Maureen Kelly of the
U.S. District Court,
Western District of
Pennsylvania during
the reception.
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‘Biggest holiday of the year’ still to come
Asian Attorneys Committee throwing Lunar New Year party Jan. 26
By Brian Knavish 

This time of year is kind of “blah”
for many because winter has really
set in and the holidays are over. Or
are they?

The Lunar New Year is the biggest
holiday of the year throughout most of
Eastern Asia, and that holiday doesn’t
occur until late January or early
February. This year, the Lunar New
Year falls on Jan. 28, and the ACBA
Asian Attorneys Committee will
celebrate by hosting its sixth annual
Lunar New Year Banquet two days
earlier on Thursday, Jan. 26. The
event is open to all ACBA members, as
well as their family and friends.

The celebration will be held at the
Chinatown Inn in downtown Pittsburgh.
It features an expansive, 10-course
meal and traditional Chinese
entertainment, including a lion dance
and a yoyo performance.

“The Lunar New Year is the most
significant holiday in China,” said Sunny
Yang, Asian Attorneys Committee
co-chair. “We hope attorneys from
throughout the ACBA will come to
celebrate with us.”

The committee threw its first
Lunar New Year Banquet in 2012 as a
way to celebrate the Asian holiday,
create awareness for the Asian
Attorneys Committee and give the
legal community an opportunity to
network in a nontraditional setting.

“We got the idea based on the fact
that other bar associations in other

areas had this type of event, and we
didn’t have anything like it in
Pittsburgh,” said former committee
chair Rich Ting, who was instrumental
in launching the local tradition. “The
original idea was to create a fun,
social event.”

Another goal of the event is to raise
awareness about the committee.

“We are creating better awareness
of the Asian Attorneys Committee, the
fact that we exist and that there are
Asian attorneys in Pittsburgh,” Ting
said. “There are not a lot of us, but it
is a growing population.”

George Jiang, current co-chair of the
committee, added that the celebration is
reflective of the group’s overall mission.

“We are trying to promote awareness
of Asian priorities and issues…this
event gives other attorneys a flavor,
literally, of what we are about,” he said.

Flavor is the key there. The meal
will be beyond extensive. 

“It will expose people to culture
and food they’ve probably not been
exposed to previously,” Jiang added.
“The food we get is closer to authentic
Asian food. It’s different than the
Asian-American food a lot of people
are used to.”

In other word, it’s more than
General Tso’s and Kung Pao. Offerings
include mini scallion pancakes,
pan-fried vegetable dumplings and
spare ribs in black garlic sauce, to
name just a few.

The entertainment is an added
draw. Last year was the first time the
event included a lion dance, a
traditional Chinese performance in

If you’re going

What: Lunar New Year Banquet
When: Thursday, Jan. 26
beginning at 5 p.m.
Where: Chinatown Inn, 522 Third
Ave. in downtown Pittsburgh
Cost: $30 for ACBA members,
$40 for all others. Cash bar. 
Register: ACBA.org

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Next week’s Lunar New Year Banquet will feature traditional Chinese
entertainment, including a yoyo performance – pictured here from last
year’s celebration – and lion dance.

Continued on page 7
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practiced law until he was appointed
to the bench.

Diamond received his law degree
from Duquesne University in 1956
and was honored in 1978 with the
Century Club award as one of the
university’s 100 outstanding graduates.

In 1993, he was recognized as the
third recipient of the prestigious Solon
Award of the American Hellenic
Educational Progressive Association. 

“Only U.S. Supreme Court Chief
Justice William Rehnquist and Northern
District of Ohio District Judge John
Manos had previously received the
Solon Award,” Diamond said. “I was
greatly honored to be selected to
receive it.”

Diamond also is proud to have been
appointed as a member of the U.S.
Judicial Conference Committee on
Defender Services by Rehnquist in
1988. He chaired the committee for
five years.

“Providing those accused of a
federal crime who cannot afford
counsel with an attorney is an important
and essential component of our criminal
justice system,” he said. “The Committee
on Defender Services, which now has
a budget exceeding $1 billion,
administers that program, and I was
proud to have chaired the committee.”

JUDGE DIAMOND
continued from front cover

District Court Judge Alan Bloch
said Diamond was instrumental in
obtaining large funding increases for
the defender services group. He said
Diamond is deserving of every honor
he has received because of his dedication
to the law, his willingness to fight for
justice, his commitment to his respon-
sibilities as a judge, his involvement
with the Greek-American community and
his eagerness to help his alma mater.

“I also have to say that one of Judge
Diamond’s most admirable qualities is
his ability to remain calm and to never
lose his temper,” Bloch said. “I have
never seen him angry, inside or outside
of the courtroom. All of the judges on
this court have sought his guidance when
they have encountered particularly
difficult cases that he has experience
in handling.” n

which performers wear lion costumes and
mimic the mythic creature’s movements.

“The lion dance was really popular,”
Jiang said. “For people who haven’t
seen it, we hope it’s a way to get more
people to the event.”

LUNAR NEW YEAR
continued from page 5

The final point the committee is
emphasizing: anyone and everyone is
welcome (though register early, as
space is limited).

“This event is open to everybody,”
said Jiang. “We want to encourage
more people from throughout the
ACBA to come.” n

“

”

Gus Diamond is a giant
of our profession, and it is
proper that he has been
recognized as such. Just
being around him makes me
strive to be a better judge.

– Judge Mark Hornak

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Zelda Curtiss, center, displays a carving that was presented to her by a
client from Rwanda who was seeking political asylum in the U.S.
Although retired, Curtiss volunteered to take the case from Jewish
Family & Children’s Service, a member of the ACBA Pro Bono Center.
Curtiss was successful in attaining asylum for her client, and her
client’s village made this carving as a show of gratitude. Curtiss – who
is joined in the photo by Pro Bono Center Director Barbara Griffin and
ACBF President Rick Wiedman – relayed the story during a December
meeting of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

ACBA Board of Governors Secretary Nicola
Henry-Taylor is among the recipients of the
New Pittsburgh Courier’s 2016 Women of
Excellence awards. The awards recognize
African American women who are “leaving
lasting marks by making great strides in
their professions and positively impacting
their communities.”
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Committee on Law and Disability pens
special-accommodations brochure
New resource customized

with Pitt, Duquesne info

By Tracy Carbasho

The ACBA has created a new
brochure to help local law students
with disabilities identify available
resources and determine whether they
qualify for special accommodations. 

Created by the association’s
Committee on Law and Disability, the
“Resources for Law Students with
Disabilities” brochure is available at
the University of Pittsburgh and
Duquesne University. Arthur Feldman
took the lead on the project, and com-
mittee Chair Joseph Hornack and
fellow members Jim Ehrman and
Alysia Keating – who serves as the
ACBA director of diversity and
gender equality – worked closely with
him to make the information available
to students.

“We believe that knowledge is
power and we are committed to
sharing information that we hope will
empower individuals with disabilities,”
Feldman said. “We wanted to inform
the students about the rights, services
and contacts that were already in
place at each law school, and we wanted
to inform each law school of the
information we were providing to
their students. It was encouraging to

hear that each law school fully agreed
with the information and the summaries
and resources regarding the law
contained in the brochures.”

Two versions of the brochure –
which was designed in-house by the
ACBA – are available. One lists the
resources and contact information for
the appropriate person at Duquesne;
the other provides those details for the
University of Pittsburgh. The
brochure features information about
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
what qualifies as a disability, the
policies of each university, information
about the ACBA committee and a list
of state and national resources. It was
posted online at www.acba.org under
the “benefits and resources” section
at the end of 2016.

The universities, which have posted
the brochure at relevant campus
locations, have given the valuable
resource their seal of approval.

Kevin Deasy, the associate dean of
students at Pitt, said there currently
are 15 students at the law school who
receive accommodations for disabilities.

“The brochure will benefit students
by providing answers to a number of
questions in one convenient source,”
he said. “It may also help the students
think of questions and issues that might
not have otherwise occurred to them, thus
allowing them to be more prepared.”

Deasy said he typically receives
inquiries related to information

provided in the brochure from
between five and 10 students per year.

“The information regarding various
support organizations, including the
Committee on Law and Disability
itself, will be quite helpful to students,”
he said. 

Ella Kwisnek, assistant dean of
students and vice dean of the evening
division at Duquesne, said there are
approximately 20 students enrolled in
the law school who receive accommo-
dations, but there may be others who
have not sought assistance.

“Although we are very proactive in
providing information regarding accom-
modations to all admitted students, the
brochure provides another opportunity
for students to consider whether they
might be eligible for accommodations,”
she said. “It also directs them to multiple
other resources in the community and
makes them aware of the work the bar
association is doing. The creation of
the brochure indicates that the ACBA
is a welcoming organization that seeks
to fully inform members and support
future members.”

Feldman said committee members
had been reaching out to students at
both law schools even before the
brochure was conceptualized.

“The committee’s mission has two
central goals: to provide disability-
related education, advocacy and
professional services to members of
the legal profession, consumers and
the general public; and to promote
and support access, inclusion and fair
treatment for lawyers and law students
with disabilities,” Feldman said. “We
consider the brochures to be outreach
to law students to foster and further
both of those goals.” n
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Employment
Where

Meets The Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients with 
advice, counseling and representation 
in all aspects of employment law.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

PHOTOS BY BRIAN ESTADT

With new local rules in effect for Allegheny County Orphans’ Court, a full house turned
out last month to hear members of the Probate and Trust Law Section detail the
changes and explain the interplay between the new local and state rules. Panelists also
addressed changes in procedures and new forms. From left are section Chair John
Shaffer and panelists Debbi Brown, Elizabeth Altman, Aubrey Glover, Tom Dempsey Jr.
and Paul Stefano. For those who missed the presentation, it’s available through 
the ACBA’s Live Video Replays CLE program. For details, see www.acba.org/
CLEvideoReplayService.

Probate and Trust
CLE and Holiday Party

The Probate and Trust Law Section held its holiday party
after the Orphans’ Court Rules CLE. Catching up with
their colleagues are, from left, Aubrey Glover, Richard
Brok, Debbie Brown and Ed McKenna.

Daniel Johnson, Edwin Russell, Larry Blair and Scott
Magnuson talk shop while enjoying the holiday party in
the Koppers Building.

Cynthia Rarig,
left, and
Kathryn Eck
Goff took time
out from their
conversation
to pose for a
photo.
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONFEBRUARY

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

Feb. 6 • Death & Taxes
Feb. 7 • Quiet Title Actions in Western PA
Feb. 8 • The Energy Sector at Risk for Cyber Attacks
Feb. 9 • 18th Annual Estate & Elder Law Symposium
Feb. 10 • How Human Rights Law and Business Practices Intersect
Feb. 16 • Litigating an Employment Discrimination Case
Feb. 17 • The Catastrophic Injury Case
 • Buying & Selling a Business
Feb. 21 • Alcohol Law
Feb. 22 • Floodplain Modeling Mapping and Regulation
Feb. 23 • Internet Legal Research
 • Practical Medicaid Planning
Feb. 24 • Lincoln on Professionalism
 • From File to Trial: 8 Keys to Success in Court and Beyond

VIDEO SEMINARS

Feb. 2 • Preparing for the Trump Presidency 
Feb. 3 • 20th Annual Family Law Update
Feb. 7 • Writing & Speaking to Win (Steve Stark)
Feb. 10 • A Day on Health Law
Feb. 13 • Getting Started in the Medical Marijuana Business in PA
Feb. 14 • 23rd Annual Auto Law Update
Feb. 15 • Powerful Witness Preparation
Feb. 27 • How to Win Your Next Trial Using the Power Trial Method

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

Feb. 1 • Recent Developments in Distressed Debt,  
Restructurings & Workouts 

Feb. 2-3 • 19th Annual Real Estate Tax Forum
Feb. 6 • Asset Based Financing Strategies
Feb. 7 • International Tax Issues
Feb. 8 • Broker-Dealer Advisory Services
Feb. 13-14 Consolidated Tax Return Regulations 
Feb. 27 • Counseling Clients in the Entertainment Industry - TV
Feb. 28 • Counseling Clients in the Entertainment Industry - Sound 

Recordings; Music Publishing

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

Online CLE
Delivered over the Web at your convenience. We call this 24/7 CLE. When you 
need the information (or the credits), log on to our Online Campus and find a 
course that meets your needs: a recording of a seminar, with the materials in 
convenient searchable PDF format. Start it today, watch some tomorrow and 
more in the coming weeks. Finish it within three months, and get credit when 
you’re done.

Live Webcasts
Same technology, delivered live. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & get credit 
when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

DISTANCE EDUCATION AT PBI.ORG

Feb. 1 • Litigating an Employment Discrimination Case
Feb. 2 • Practical Medicaid Planning
Feb. 3 • Buying & Selling a Business
Feb. 7 • Quiet Title Actions in Western PA
Feb. 8 • The Energy Sector at Risk for Cyber Attacks
Feb. 9 • Tell Me More: Using Stories to Engage and Persuade
Feb. 10 • How Human Rights Law and Business Practices Intersect
Feb. 17 • The Catastrophic Injury Case
Feb. 21 • Alcohol Law
Feb. 22 • 18th Annual Estate & Elder Law Symposium
 • Floodplain Modeling Mapping and Regulation
Feb. 23 • Internet Legal Research
Feb. 24 • From File to Trial: 8 Keys to Success in Court and Beyond
Feb. 28 • Trial Skills/Cross Examination with Judge Bernstein

PBI has Pennsylvania’s  

most comprehensive  

selection of online CLE:  

hundreds of programs  

in the lengths, on-demand  

formats, and subject areas  

you need.

Learn from PA’s best. 

Anytime.

Anywhere.

PBI.ORG
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OUR COMPUTER FORENSIC EXPERTISE.

NOW IN A BOX.

We get it.  sm

Presenting bit-x-bit in-a-box.™   Our small kit is packed with  
everything you need to collect and preserve electronic evidence 
– affordably and easily. It’s like we are right there with you. 
Learn more by calling 412-325-4033, or visit us at bit-x-bit.com.

            

Registration information for all programs unless otherwise noted:
Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at

400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.
Credit card registration is also available online at
www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

FEDERAL COURT SECTION
Federal Sentencing:

What Works and What Doesn’t
With more than 90 percent of federal criminal cases resolved through guilty
pleas, in many respects, the federal sentencing hearing has become the new

trial. Sentencing advocacy is often the arena where practitioners can most aide
and serve their clients’ interests. Several judges from the Western District of
Pennsylvania, accompanied by representatives from the offices of the U.S.

Attorneys and Federal Public Defender, will provide insight into what strategies
and tactics they find to be effective, as well as those that sometimes can hurt

more than they help.

Credits: 2 hours of CLE credit (1.5 Substantive, .5 Ethics) • When: Friday, Feb. 24
• Registration: Noon • Time: 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. • Where: Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S.
Courthouse, Juror’s Assembly Room, 700 Grant St., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$70 for Federal Court Section members, $90 for Non-Section members, $110 for
all others • Last date to pre-register: Wednesday, Feb. 22, 11:59 p.m.

REAL PROPERTY SECTION
A Look at Real Estate Receiverships

Real estate receiverships – when parties are given custodial responsibility over
property, serving as collateral for a loan in default – have become common

tools for lenders to protect and preserve their collateral. However, many 
attorneys are unfamiliar and/or uncomfortable working with receiverships and

receivers. This program will outline the purpose and procedures – and the 
benefits and problems – of receiverships for the various parties involved.

Included in the discussion will be Federal and state court receiverships and the
practical aspects of working with receivers, whether on behalf of third parties,

the lender or the receiver itself.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Thursday, Feb. 9 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
Grant Room, 9th floor, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $40 for
Real Property Section members, $55 for ACBA members, $75 for all others • Last
date to pre-register: Tuesday, Feb. 7, 11:59 p.m.

FAMILY LAW SECTION
Post-Election Tax Impact on Divorce Negotiations

President-Elect Donald Trump has promised significant tax reform during his
presidency. How will those changes affect family law? This CLE will explore the

topic, specifically how the changes will affect net income, net dividend
gains/losses, business valuations, interest rates, personal exemptions and 

child tax credits. These changes could all mean significant changes in divorce
negotiations. The panel includes top CPAs, valuators, market analysts and 

advisors who will discuss impact of changes, likelihood of changes and the
overall corporate, financial and public markets.

*Reception to immediately follow the program sponsored by 
HBK CPAs & Consultants.

Credits: 2 hours of Substantive CLE credit • When: Monday, Jan. 30 • Registration:
2:30 p.m. • Time: 3 - 5 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center, Grant
Room, 9th floor, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $70 for Family
Law Section members, $90 for ACBA members, $110 for all others • Last date to
pre-register: Saturday, Jan. 28, 11:59 p.m.



Anthony Carna,
Matthew D. 
Monsour and
Melissa M. Taylor
have been made
partners at
McGu i reWoods
LLP. Carna focus-
es his practice on
oil and gas and
construction law.
He advises pub-
licly traded and

privately held energy companies on
acquisitions and dispositions, joint
ventures, project development, miner-
al conveyancing, regulatory matters,
joint-development and exploration
agreements, gas-gathering agree-
ments, participation agreements,
operating agreements, pipeline right-
of-way agreements and oil and gas
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Anthony
Carna

Ethics Commission. His practice
areas include mediation, white collar
criminal defense and business and
commercial litigation.

Thomas M. Lilly has been appointed
as a member of the Long-Term Care
Council of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania for a term lasting until
October 2019. The council makes
recommendations on regulations,
licensure and financing relating to the
commonwealth’s long-term services
and support system.

People on the Move
Shawn M.

Stevenson has
founded Stevenson
Law Offices, PC in
Carnegie, where
he will exclusively
represent clients
who face legal
problems with the
P e n n s y l v a n i a
Department of
Transportation. A
former PennDOT
attorney, Steven-

son is experienced in cases involving
driver license appeals and 
suspensions, chemical-test refusals
and medical recalls of licenses, as
well as cases involving revocations
and suspensions of certified inspection
stations and automobile dealerships.
His practice will focus on summary
appeals, license suspension appeals
and criminal cases involving DUI’s
and traffic-related offenses.

News and Notes
Charles A.

Lamberton of
Lamberton Law
Firm, LLC has
been elected pres-
ident of the West-
ern Pennsylvania
E m p l o y m e n t
Lawyers Associa-
tion. WPELA
advances employee
rights and serves
lawyers in Western
Pennsylvania who

advocate for equality and justice in
the workplace. WPELA is the local
affiliate of the National Employment
Lawyers Association, which serves
lawyers who represent employees in
cases involving employment 
discrimination, employee benefits and
other employment-related matters.
Lamberton currently is the chair of
the ACBA Labor and Employment
Law Section Council.

William F.
Ward – a former
judge of the Court
of Common Pleas
of Allegheny
County, and an
attorney with
Rothman Gordon,
P.C. – has been
appointed to serve
as a member of
Allegheny Coun-
ty’s Accountability
Conduct and

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER 
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE CONSULTING
MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, CPA (inactive) – Save
time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-vetted
strategies, loan rescues, guarantee issue group carve-outs.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Inertia is not
a plan. (724) 720-9313.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412)
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

leases. Monsour has a diverse 
litigation practice that focuses on
complex constitutional and statutory
issues and spans the banking, 
entertainment and transportation
industries. He serves as national 
coordinating counsel for a Fortune 50
transportation company and oversees
litigation across the country. Taylor
represents financial industry clients
in single-plaintiff litigation and class-
action matters. She defends and
resolves consumer claims arising out
of mortgage lending and servicing 
as well as other consumer credit
transactions and collections activities.

Beth S. Hackney
has been named
partner of Family
Legal Center, LLC.
Hackney has been
with Family Legal
Center, LLC for
five years and con-
centrates her
practice in the
area of family law.  

Change in
Status

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Robert M.
Danenberg’s petition for reinstatement
is granted.
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