
Al
leg

he
ny
 C
ou
nt
y B

ar
 A
ss
oc
iat
ion

40
0 
Ko
pp
er
s 
Bu

ild
in
g, 
43
6 
Se
ve
nt
h 
Av
en
ue

Pi
tts
bu
rg
h,
 P
A 
15
21
9-
18
18

Ad
dr
es
s 
Se
rv
ic
e 
Re

qu
es
te
d

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Pi
tt

sb
ur

gh
, P

A
Pe

rm
it 

#
13

0

Vol. 20   No. 20 September 28, 2018The Journal of the Allegheny County Bar Association

Vélez Martínez, founder of
Pitt Immigration Law Clinic,
to receive 2018 El Sol Award
By Mark Higgs

When the ACBA Hispanic Attorneys
Committee began considering nominees
for the 2018 El Sol Award, there was
no shortage of outstanding candidates.
Given how prominent the issue of
immigration has been in national
politics in recent years, there were
quite a few individuals who met the
award’s criteria of being dedicated to
“assisting the Hispanic community
and serving as a voice for it.”
But one stood out for the work she

does not only to help the immigrants,
themselves, but to train others to
help them. 
For providing steadfast support to

Pittsburgh immigrant community,
Sheila Vélez Martínez — the Jack &
Lovell Olender Professor of Refugee,
Asylum, and Immigration Law at Pitt
Law — is this year’s El Sol recipient.
She’ll be presented with the award
during the committee’s Hispanic 
Heritage Month Celebration at La
Palapa Cocina on Thursday, Oct. 4.
Committee Chair Gilda Arroyo

lauded the efforts of Vélez Martínez,
who is the 11th recipient of the award.
“The Hispanic Attorneys Committee

is thrilled to honor someone who does
so much to create awareness of issues
of global importance among Pittsburgh’s
future lawyers and who works 
tirelessly to give underrepresented
individuals a voice.”
Vélez Martínez first set out on this

path with the intention of studying
immigration so she could provide
much-needed help to the large popula-
tion of Dominican Republic citizens —
in particular, the women — who had
moved to Puerto Rico, the U.S. 

commonwealth that she called home.
She eventually graduated with a J.D.
from the University of Puerto Rico
School of Law.
Vélez Martínez came to Pittsburgh

in 2010 when she applied for a position
to teach an immigration law clinic
at Pitt Law. Arriving as a visiting
assistant professor, she did more than
simply teach; she was, in fact, tasked
with establishing the clinic.
Vélez Martínez said the community

— foundations, the city, community-
based organizations — got together
and decided that a key element to
making Pittsburgh a more welcoming
and diverse city would be the creation
of an immigration law clinic to support
immigrants who arrived here.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

The Civil Litigation and Federal Court sections presented a “Top 10
Things You Need to Know to Practice in Federal Court” CLE at the
Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse in August. Speakers included, from
left, Brad Funari of Reed Smith; Judge Lisa Lenihan, U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania; and Josh Lewis, clerk of
the U.S. District Court. The strict adherence to rules in district court
was among the items that Judge Lenihan discussed. She listed the
many layers of rules, from federal to local, and noted that judges have
their own individual practices and procedures. She went on to stress
that, for example, deadlines really are deadlines.

Top 10 Things to Know

Continued on page 8

Sheila Vélez Martínez
PHOTO: UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
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l a w y e r s
J o u r n a l

814.572.2294  §  TSP@T2MANAGEMENT.COM

IT’S ABOUT TIME. PRACTICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
 § Client Development
 § Human Resources
 § Fiscal Management
 § Process Improvement

 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES
 § Bookkeeping
 § AR & AP Management
 § Financial Reporting                       
 § Marketing Coordination

A recent survey suggests that lawyers in small 
firms spend an average of 31% of their time on 
administrative tasks. That’s at least 600 hrs/yr. 
If you or your assistants are struggling to keep 
up, isn’t it about time you called T2?

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

September
John F. Becker ........................412-921-1605

James G. Gordon ....................412-232-0333

Cathy Martin ..........................412-586-6118

October
Nancy L. Heilman ..................412-297-4900

Mark T. Vuono ........................412-471-1800

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151
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ACBA welcomes 26 new members
The following attorneys and law

school students were approved as new
ACBA members at the Sept. 4 meeting
of the Board of Governors.

Active members
John G. Arch, Esq.
Connor A. Battin, Esq.
Khali M. Blankenship, Esq.
Nathaniel J. Boring, Esq.
Laura L. Caine, Esq.
Robert M. Campbell, Esq.

Brian Castello, Esq.
Chelsea Cross, Esq.
Rachel Good, Esq.
Wesley Gorman, Esq.
Evan J. Jenkins, Esq.
Elizabeth Lacy, Esq.
Harrison S. Lauer, Esq.
Robert D. Shope, Esq.
Amy J. Wildermuth, Esq.
Frances A. Woodward, Esq.
Tiffany Worosz, Esq.

Law student members
Emily Anderson
Michael C. Barber
Kelly W. Capone
Elizabeth A. Christopher
Stephanie Moore
Justin J. Premich
Tamra K. Van Hausen
Ashley D. Waldinger

Associate members
Amy L. Phillips, Esq. 

THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Terrence Ross, Rangos, J. ..................................................................................................................Page 189
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Ineffective Assistance of Counsel—After Discovered Evidence—Untimely

PCRA counsel’s ineffectiveness is not a fact which will impact timeliness requirements.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Richard Krista, Rangos, J. ..................................................................................................................Page 190
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—Double Jeopardy—Fundamental Fairness—Bad Faith of Prosecutor

Homicide defendant, after winning a new trial on appeal, alleges a violation of double jeopardy principles after new conviction.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Aaron Scott Johnson, Manning, P.J. ..................................................................................................Page 191
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Rule 600—Waiver—Reasonable Suspicion—Refiling Charges

Charges against defendant initially dismissed because officer failed to appear for preliminary hearing; refiling the charges is appropriate.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Carl Collins, McDaniel, J. ...................................................................................................................Page 193
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Juvenile Homicide Defendant—Ex Post Facto Claim—Rehabilitation

Defendant, who was a juvenile when he committed 2nd degree murder, has exhibited efforts toward rehabilitation and thus is sentenced
to 30 years to life.

CLE materials now provided electronically
Change is environmentally friendly, cost efficient and reduces waste

In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, as of July 1, the ACBA is electronically 
delivering materials to CLE registrants. No more wasting paper or cluttering up your 
office with old CLE materials.

The ACBA successfully introduced the electronic delivery of CLE materials at two of the 
bar’s premier annual events – the ACBA Bench-Bar Conference in June and December’s Bankruptcy Symposium.
After successfully being implemented for those multi-credit events, the same best practices are being implemented
at all ACBA CLE programming.

Anyone who registers for an ACBA CLE will receive a link to download the materials. Walk-in registrants will have
real-time options to receive the materials. Those who prefer to have hard copy materials printed can purchase them
from the ACBA CLE department in advance.

To view upcoming ACBA CLEs and other programs, see acba.org/CLE-Events/Event-Calendar.

A C B A

CLE
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variance between their sale price and
their assessed value. What may seem
as a fairly innocuous practice of 
generating revenue for municipalities
and their school districts has presented
a bevy of issues for property owners. 
For instance, consider the buyer

who is attracted to a property because
of the low taxes associated with its
assessed value of $100,000. She purchases
the property for $220,000 — more than
what she would like to spend but is willing

to exceed her budget because of the
anticipated low taxes. However, months
after purchasing the property, she
receives a property-assessment appeal
notice. Her school district is challenging
her property assessment and believes it
should be taxed at $220,000, the price
she paid for the property. And it is more
than likely that the school district will
win, increasing her property taxes by
more than 100 percent. Welcome to the
neighborhood, right? 

For many in Allegheny County, this
is not a hypothetical; it is reality. The
question: Is it legal?
The Court of Common Pleas

addressed that question in Martel et
al. v. Allegheny County et al. In that
case, a husband and wife filed a suit
on behalf of themselves and all other
property owners in Allegheny County
alleging, in part, that assessment

Newcomer tax:
Welcome to the neighborhood
By Scott Scheinberg  and
Nicholas Weaver

Sunshine has been traded for rain.
Temperatures are beginning to 
flatten. And soon, leaves will start
changing colors. That can only mean
one thing in Allegheny County —
property tax appeal season is upon us. 
Long before Judge R. Stanton

Wettick’s historic 2012 decision 
ordering a county-wide reassessment,
property owners had issues with
Allegheny County’s taxing regime. 
As Chief Justice Ronald Castille
appropriately and accurately opined,
“Controversies growing out of the
assessment and  collection of taxes are
as old as civilization.” 
In Allegheny County and across the

Commonwealth, property owners
have challenged the use of base-year
taxing regimes; the legality of a court-
mandated reassessment; the issue of
standing as it relates to appealing
property assessments; and whether
commercial and residential properties
can be treated differently. While many
of those disputes have been resolved,
new issues have emerged.
The most recent practice being

challenged is known as a “newcomer
tax,” a process by which a municipality
or school district challenges the
assessments of recently purchased
properties when there is a large 

Scott Scheinberg

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Nicholas Weaver

Continued on page 7

What comes from Martel will have
major implications. If affirmed,
caveat emptor — for buyers will
be at risk that their municipal
governments or school districts will
challenge their property assess-
ments. In such cases, a new prop-
erty owner could end up 
paying double the taxes of their
neighbors, even if the properties
are comparable in value. Conversely,
if Martel is overturned, local 
governments will lose another source
of revenue, which will only lead to
more budget showdowns. Pennsylvania
depends greatly on property taxes to
fund education.
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IS YOUR CHILD INTERESTED
IN ATTENDING YALE OR

THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS?

Under the will of Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished Pittsburgh
attorney, the children of Allegheny County attorneys who desire
to attend either Yale University or the University of Paris are
eligible for scholarships to those universities. The scholarships
are available for students pursuing a graduate or undergraduate
degree in any field of study at those institutions, not just law.

Don’t delay – scholarship applications should be submitted at
the same time as the admission application to the respective
institution is submitted. 

Get a scholarship
through the
Kennedy T. Friend
Education Fund

For more information, visit
www. ACBF.org/Kennedy-Scholarship-Fund

Or contact Joan Mastrean of
PNC Institutional Asset Management at 412-762-2175.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE

Mark Reardon, adoption department supervisor with the Orphans’ Court
Division of the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, gives an
overview of his department during the Sept. 14 “Orphans’ Court Basics”
skills-training seminar that was held in Orphans’ Court Administrative
Judge Lawrence O’Toole’s courtroom. In the background are Lisa
Dougan and Elizabeth Altman — who both organized the program for
the Probate and Trust Law Section.

Debra Brown, supervisor of the court’s audit department, was one of
four Orphans’ Court staff members joining O’Toole and Judge Michael
McCarthy to speak at the event. Thanks to the court’s participation,
those who attended are now able to place faces with names when they
conduct business at the court. This was the first of four skills-building
seminars that the Probate and Trust Law Section is putting on this year.

At right, more than 30 attendees squeezed into the courtroom for the
program. Because this program sold out within days of being
announced, an encore presentation was scheduled for October. That
session sold out, as well, but will be recorded and made available as
one of the ACBA’s video CLE offerings.

Orphans’ Court Basics
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By Andrew R. Jones and
Corey M. Cohen

Discovery can be arduous and time
consuming, and it’s made all the more
taxing when the documents to be pro-
duced — or that have been produced
— lack organization. Indexing docu-
ments through bates stamping — and
now newer technologies — generally
helps ease discovery and litigation in
general, reducing time and saving
money for all parties. Our daily lives
and businesses can now produce a
staggering amount of documents and
electronically stored information. The
ability to index and exchange this
information, while protecting its
authenticity often requires a technol-
ogy stronger than the traditional
bates stamp. Hash technology pro-
vides an alternative that may reflect
the future of indexing and securing
discovery production.
Additionally, while indexing is

often only considered necessary for
complex litigation where thousands of
documents are being exchanged, it is
also extremely useful in discovery for
cases of all shapes and sizes. Hash
technology in particular not only
allows for indexing of massive data-
bases of information, but it also pro-
tects the authenticity of each individ-
ual document. Being able to ensure an
electronic file has not been altered
and is authentic is important in dis-

covery production, no matter the size
or scale of the discovery exchange. 

Bates stamping

Bates stamping, or bates number-
ing gets its name from the “Bates
Automatic Numbering-Machine” or
bates stamper, which was patented by
Edwin G. Bates in 1892 and 1901.
Bates patented his technology allow-
ing legal, medical, accounting, and
other professional fields to index large
groups of documents by stamping con-
secutive numbers on each docu-
ment.  In its time, this technology was
so ground breaking that Thomas Edi-
son purchased the company! Today,
bates stamps are generally added
electronically, thus obviating the need
for a stamping machine. While bates
stamping might be inadequate for
larger productions incorporating
extensive electronically stored infor-
mation, it is still useful in litigation
requiring less-extensive disclosure.
This is especially true when the dis-
covery being exchanged is paper dis-
covery or does not involve extensive
electronic information. 

Indexing in modern litigation

Whether indexing is done through
bates stamping or more modern 
technologies like hashing (discussed
below), it remains important to mod-
ern litigation and discovery. For exam-

ple, regarding privilege, Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure § 26 (b) (5)
states, in relevant part:

(5) Claiming Privilege or Protect-
ing Trial-Preparation Materials.
(A) Information Withheld. When a

party withholds information other-
wise discoverable by claiming that the
information is privileged or subject to
protection as trial-preparation materi-
al, the party must:
(i) expressly make the claim; and
(ii) describe the nature of the docu-

ments, communications, or tangible
things not produced or disclosed —
and do so in a manner that, without
revealing information itself privileged
or protected, will enable other parties
to assess the claim.

Federal courts have accepted pro-
duction of a privilege log that satisfies
FRCP § 26 (b) (5).

1
Some courts have

gone as far as holding a “party is
required to submit a privilege log
when asserting a privilege as to any
otherwise discoverable material.”

2

Thus, a privilege log is of utmost
importance when failure to follow the
requirements of FRCP § 26 (b) (5) can
result in the waiver of privilege.

3

Production of a privilege log is great-
ly eased by use of indexing such as
bates stamping or hash technology
because a litigant can document the
specific pages to which they are

claiming privilege while providing the
remainder of the discovery to oppos-
ing counsel. Whatever the holding of
the district you are practicing in, in
order to properly produce a privilege
log, it is necessary to index the docu-
ments. Once indexed, you can then
describe the documents sufficiently to
assert privilege and document clearly
which materials are being claimed as
privileged, which in turn can make the
court’s life easier. 
Indexing technologies have other

uses in litigation. Indexing is useful in
discovery disputes. When an opposing
party claims they have not received a
specific document, the indexed page
(bates stamped or otherwise) can be
pointed to as part of the indexed doc-
uments produced. A further use for
indexing is at depositions — when
describing certain exhibits on the
record, the indexed number can be
referenced, which ensures a clear
record and that all parties understand
the document(s) being referenced. (It
is still common and widely considered
good practice to have pre-printed
copies of all exhibits for opposing
counsel at depositions). 

Hashing it out

So, what’s a “hash” and how is 
it useful?

 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

handle limited tort motor vehicle collision cases. 

We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit in limited 

tort cases in the major jury system and try these  

cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury  

and recover money for their injuries.

HANDLING LIMITED TORT CASES

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

From bates stamping to hashing:
The great benefits of indexing discovery

Continued on page 14
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WLD to celebrate
30 years on Nov. 29
Come celebrate three decades of

achievements with WLD members
while kicking off the holiday season
with the Women in the Law Division’s
30th Anniversary and Holiday Party.
ACBA members are invited to attend

the celebration, which will be held
Thursday, Nov. 29, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the
Rivers Club in downtown Pittsburgh.

Admission, which is $20 per
person, includes heavy appetizers
and a drink ticket. Please note
that this event will be a dual
event and there will not be an
additional WLD holiday party
this year.
To register, see acba.org/CLE-

Events/Event-Calendar. n

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Speaker Terrence Murphy reviewed the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2017-18
employment-law decisions during the Labor and Employment Law 
Section’s Sept. 20 CLE in the Koppers Building. Murphy discussed how the
court’s blockbuster decisions in Epic Systems and Janus cleared the way
for businesses to use class-action waivers in arbitration agreements and
stripped public-sector unions of the ability to collect “fair share” fees.

SCOTUS update
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Investment Advice offered through Fragasso Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

Do you have a client
seeking financial advice?

Can You Afford To Retire? 
A Seminar for Pre-Retirees 

Ask yourself, can you afford to retire? Designed for pre-retirees, this course 
covers how to use basic financial principles as you anticipate and plan 
strategically for your comprehensive retirement needs. Learning to use 
proper planning methods will help you address and pursue those needs for 
the full length of your retirement. In addition to retirement planning topics, 
the impacts of your personal investment portfolio, estate plan, insurance, 
social security and more are discussed.  Tuition includes a course book and a 
complimentary financial analysis. 

A Financial Workshop for Women 

This event is designed for women who are married, single or possibly in a 
period of transition in their life (i.e. divorce or widowed) and tend to make 
the financial decisions for their household or has an interest in learning more 
about holistic financial planning. This workshop covers time-tested financial 
planning principles and strategies tailored towards women's needs. Whether 
your particular objectives are education funding, retirement or estate 
planning, this seminar offers comprehensive strategies to help work towards 
your financial life goals. Methods for investment evaluation, insurance needs, 
estate planning and financial planning in divorce are also covered.  Tuition 
includes a course book and a complimentary financial analysis.

CCAC NORTH 
CAMPUS 

Wednesdays  
10/10 and 10/17
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.      
YCH-055-1450

FT. COUCH  
MIDDLESCHOOL 

Thursdays 
10/18 and 10/25

6 P.M.-8:30 P.M.      
YCH-016-1450

$49 TUITION
 

Couples may attend together for a single registration fee.

REGISTER: Call 412.788.7546 or online at https://shopcommunityed.ccac.edu/ 
CCAC NORTH CAMPUS: 8701 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

CCAC SOUTH CAMPUS: 1750 Clairton Road (Route 885), West Mifflin, PA 15122

Two courses to choose from at your local   

appeals levied against recently sold
properties violate Pennsylvania’s
Uniformity Clause. In rejecting
plaintiffs’ argument, the court wrote,
“[T]he Defendants’ conduct here, of
attempting to appeal an assessed value
of a property based upon recently
available evidence in the form of a
recent sale, far from creating a lack of
uniformity, tends, rather, to drive the
system closer to uniformity – if the goal
is that the uniformity coalesce around
appropriate and accurate tax valuations.”
Further, the court rejected the

notion that a “newcomer tax” levied
against new buyers creates a sub-class
that renders the practice unconstitutional.
“To the extent a sub-class might be
rather artificially defined as the class
of ‘recently sold properties,’ such a
class can hardly be perceived as the
victim of either political motivations
or other inappropriate targeting of
any impermissible type.” The inequity
does not come from targeting 
new owners, but from the fact that
less-recent owners are escaping taxes
appropriately based on currently
assessed values. “While this Court
notes that the Plaintiffs’ argument, if
valid, does not mean that owners of
recently-sold properties are paying
taxes that are too high; but, rather,
that owners of not-recently-sold 
properties may be paying taxes that
are too low.” Martel is currently being
appealed to the Commonwealth Court
of Pennsylvania. 
What comes from Martel will have

major implications. If affirmed,
caveat emptor — for buyers will be at
risk that their municipal governments
or school districts will challenge their
property assessments. In such cases, a
new property owner could end up 

NEWCOMER TAX 
continued from page 3

paying double the taxes of their 
neighbors, even if the properties are
comparable in value. Conversely, if
Martel is overturned, local governments
will lose another source of revenue,
which will only lead to more budget
showdowns. Pennsylvania depends greatly
on property taxes to fund education.
The “newcomer tax” is not unique

to Allegheny County. The practice 
is commonly used throughout the
commonwealth. Indeed, it may be
even more troubling in neighboring
counties, like Westmoreland County,
where a county-wide reassessment
has been expressly rejected. There, as
a result of officials’ reluctance to
approve a county-wide reassessment,
school districts have exercised their
right to appeal assessed values of
newly purchased properties in order
to generate revenue. Thus, it is 
commonly the case that one resident’s
house is being taxed at a value from
1973, while his neighbor is paying tax
on the price she paid in 2018.
At the end of the day, the solution to

the “newcomer tax” currently lies in
the hands of local governments.
Although public policy experts have

been calling for statewide legislation
that would create uniform assessment
standards, Pennsylvania is one of only
a handful of states without a statutorily
specified reassessment process. As
recently as 2016, the state created a
task force to assist the Counties with
reassessment issues, and even recently
issued guidelines. However, with no
state oversight, these decisions rest
with each county. Prudent buyers
would be wise to calculate their property
taxes as if they will be paying them on
the purchase price. n

Scott Scheinberg is an associate in Jones
Day’s Business and Tort Litigation practice
group, where he has experience litigating
complex commercial matters, including
health care payor-provider disputes, 
insurance recovery actions and derivative
and putative class-action lawsuits.

Nick Weaver is an associate in Jones
Day’s Business and Tort Litigation 
practice group, where he has broad 
experience in commercial matters,
including health care payor-provider 
disputes, qui tam lawsuits, securities 
litigation, internal corporate investigations
and advanced earn-out disputes.

Looking for a legal career?
There are new jobs on the ACBA Job Board.

View them at www.PittsburghLegalJobs.com.



I always tell anyone who is even

remotely interested to do the clinic.

It’s really hands-on, and she gives

you the real world experience. She

guides you, but isn’t holding your

hand. She’s extremely knowledgeable.

People who do the clinic really

develop a love of immigration law,

because she helps cultivate that, 

and they stick around and end up

practicing here. 

– Vice Chair Vanessa Griffith
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Griffith said the competitive pool of
candidates for this year’s El Sol
Award served as a rebuke of the 
anti-immigration policies enacted by
the Trump administration.
“This year, we had a lot of amazing

candidates. People really stepped up
to respond to the need that there is
here because of Trump’s policies on
immigration and this cultivation of
fear around it,” said Griffith.
“(Vélez Martínez is) extremely

busy, running the clinic at Pitt Law.
This award shows that she still has
time to be a community leader and 
to be able to go out and talk to 
community organizations.
“For example, addressing this 

asylum gap that is affecting a lot of 
Latinos who are trying to get asylum
from Central America in Pittsburgh.
So, even though her time is stretched
and she’s an extremely busy woman,
she still finds the time to be a member
of these organizations and a voice in
the larger conversation that’s happening
in Pittsburgh about how to best
address these needs.”
Vélez Martínez’s impact extends

well outside the classroom. Griffith
said the professor strongly encour-
ages her students to volunteer with
other community organizations, such
as Jewish Family and Community
Services — where Vélez Martínez 
visits each Friday to screen for 
asylum cases — or Casa San José. She
also has a great partnership with
immigration court because her students
must volunteer to help pro se immigrants.
“She’s a staple here in Pittsburgh.

If you’re interviewing for a job in
immigration law, people are going to
ask you if you did the Pitt Law clinic.
They trust the way she teaches. And
the experience she gives her students

— I think practitioners in immigration
law recognize that she does a great job
doing it. I think it speaks to the work
that she does here,” said Griffith. “She
goes above and beyond.”
To illustrate that commitment,

Griffin recalled one particular case
when she was with the Immigration
Law Clinic.
“I remember a case I had at the

clinic, where the client had a lot of
other needs and was about to be home-
less on Easter weekend.”
Griffith said that she and Vélez

Martínez swapped emails countless
times over the holiday weekend to
ensure her client received the 
necessary assistance.
“It goes to show how dedicated she

is to helping people,” Griffith said.
“They’re not just clients; these people
mean a lot to her. She taught me how
to care a lot about my clients in the
work I do.”
Since the clinic’s founding, 

Pittsburgh has evolved, becoming
more welcoming of immigrants 
seeking help, Vélez Martínez said. 
But recent changes in government
policy sent shockwaves through the
immigrant community that has left
those who serve them scrambling to
meet the increased needs.
“We knew it could happen, but I

don’t think we were prepared to 
see this force against the immigrant
community the way that we’ve seen
it,” she said. “And it has been a
tremendous impact on people’s lives,
on their well being, on their sense of
safety — especially regarding removing
protections for asylum seekers, 
especially women who are victims of

domestic violence. Of course, (there’s
also) the family-separation policy, the
change of priorities in removal to
make everyone a priority removal,
and not making distinctions between
people that have felonies and people
that have been here for 10, 15 years
working and supporting their families.
“It’s been harrowing.”
Vélez Martínez said that everybody

in immigrant communities is vulnera-
ble now. Citizens might see their 
cases reopened and reevaluated; legal
permanent residents face scrutiny.
She said unaccompanied minors and
refugees are especially vulnerable.
“What I have seen in the city is a

willingness to engage and listen to
those like me, who are asking for more
resources. I think the attitude in the
community is the right one, to help us
meet the need.” n

BEDROCK OF AMERICAN  
FREEDOMS

NATIONAL CONFERENCE  
ON THE

The National Conference on the First Amendment will highlight the 
critical importance of the First Amendment as a bedrock of all American 

freedoms and its central role in maintaining the viability of our democratic 
institutions. At a time when mistrust of government and uncertainty about 
foundational values have become the norm in our society, all Americans—
regardless of ideology or politics—can find common ground in a national 
celebration of the First Amendment. �is conference will address all aspects 
of our basic freedoms, including freedom of speech and the press, freedom 
of religion, the right to peaceably assemble and to government petition. �e 
conference will also cover modern technology, social media and more.

OCT. 21-22, 2018
DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY 

POWER CENTER BALLROOM

Confirmed speakers include:
    Dean P. Baquet, executive editor of The New York Times

    Martin Baron, executive editor of The Washington Post

    Suki Kim, Korean-American writer, Guggenheim fellow and award-winning author

    Noel Francisco, U.S. solicitor general

    Floyd Abrams, iconic expert on First Amendment law

    Tom Ridge, former governor of Pennsylvania, former U.S. secretary of homeland security

    Gen. Michael V. Hayden, former director of the CIA

    Juan Williams, contributor at Fox News

    Hugh Hewitt, radio and television commentator

    Nadine Strossen, John Marshall Harlan II Professor of Law, New York  
       Law School, and former president, American Civil Liberties Union

    Richard Gingras, vice president of news at Google

    Alan Dershowitz, renowned lawyer and scholar, Harvard University (via Skype)

    Video appearances by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and  
       Ohio Governor John Kasich

For a full list of topics and speakers, and to RSVP  
for this free event, visit duq.edu/1A.

PRESENTED BY:

IN COLLABORATION WITH:

When asked about the El Sol 
recognition, she was quick to share
the spotlight by pointing to her former
and current students for their role in
the immigration law clinic’s success.
“Most of the work is really done by

my students, who are amazing. Many
of my former students continue doing
pro bono work and engage with the
clinic, even after graduating. Many of
them are now practicing immigration
law — some of them are asylum 
officers, some work in immigration
court — so I think they are really the
ones who should be highlighted,” said
Vélez Martínez, who similarly
expressed gratitude for the ACBA and
its Pro Bono Center.
Vélez Martínez also serves on the

board of Justice At Work, where 
Hispanic Attorneys Committee Vice
Chair Vanessa Griffith serves as a staff
attorney. A former student of Vélez
Martínez at the Immigration Law Clinic,
Griffith recalled a Justice At Work
meeting about how to best serve immi-
grant communities in Pittsburgh. Vélez
Martínez was spearheading an effort to
address the asylum service gap, and
Griffith was struck by a realization of
how many of those in the room had —
like she, herself — learned from the 
professor at the Immigration Law Clinic.
“I always tell anyone who is even

remotely interested to do the clinic.
It’s really hands-on, and she gives you
the real world experience. She guides
you, but isn’t holding your hand. 
She’s extremely knowledgeable,” said 
Griffith. “People who do the clinic
really develop a love of immigration
law, because she helps cultivate that,
and they stick around and end up
practicing here.”

EL SOL AWARD 
continued from front cover “

”
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PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE

Beverly Block, moderator for August’s WILL session on “Leveraging
Networks to Develop and Maintain Business Relationships”, leads the
discussion on how to properly promote oneself to clients and companies
alike. Held in the creative workspace Spaces @ Bakery Square, WILL
members took notes and were able to engage in the pitch with panelists
Ronald Hicks, Elizabeth Baran, Richard Heiser and Jennifer Sun Park
after the program.

WILL members listen as panelists discuss unique tools that can help
develop and maintain business relationships. This session of the WILL
program was followed by cocktails and networking so participants could
practice new networking techniques.

Ronald Hicks of Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP stresses the importance of
attending the often-overlooked resource of conferences to develop new
business opportunities.

WILL

Molly Meacham, Jennifer Sun Park, Ronald Hicks, Elizabeth Baran,
Richard Heiser and Tara Pfeifer are all smiles after the informative
WILL session. 
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Begin your day with us at

www.pittsburgh
legaljournal.org

Proven Technology Leader

ndsreporting.com  •  866-565-1929
All of your Litigation Needs from Start to Finish

Our additional services include:
Interactive Depositions

Web Depositions
Online Scheduling and Repository

Pittsburgh-based firm:
bringing you the best and latest technology!

Legal directory
available as
PDF download,
also in print
and searchable
online formats
Different situations call for different

approaches, which is why the ACBA
offers its 2018-19 Legal Directory in
multiple formats.
Sure, you’ve probably seen the

announcements in the Sidebar
newsletter for the print edition of the
directory. But just in case you haven’t,
you can order your copy for $20 plus
tax at acba.org/ProductStore. If you
plan to attend an ACBA CLE by Dec.
31, this book practically pays for itself
because it includes a $20 discount
voucher for ACBA programming. The
cost for nonmembers is $50.
But we also provide a downloadable

PDF version of the directory. This does
not include the CLE voucher, but it’s
available at no cost. ACBA members
can view and download it by clicking
the link at the bottom of the page at
www.acba.org/Directory.
That last link also is the home for

our online searchable directory.
No matter how you prefer to get your

information, we’ve got you covered. n

ACBA membership benefit:
Receive 15% off all American Bar Association books every day

Allegheny County Bar Association members save 15% off the general
public price on every book available on the American Bar Association
webstore ShopABA.org.

Don't delay! To start saving 15% on your ABA book purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and use our special discount code ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221 between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ET and use our special 
discount code ACBAR

The ACBA’s award-winning Summer
Clerkship Program for first-year
diverse law students will enter its
15th year in June. For 2019, the ACBA
has expanded the program’s eligibility
definition to be even more inclusive of
students from underrepresented
groups in the profession and has made
additional changes to provide employers
with a greater role in the selection of
candidates considered by and placed
with them for the summer.
Employers who are past participants

as well as those who might be interested
in participating in the future are
invited to attend a breakfast meeting
on Friday, Oct. 12, from 8 to 9:30 a.m.
in the Koppers Building Conference
Center to learn details of the 2019 
program and have your questions
answered. All Pittsburgh-area legal
employers are strongly encouraged to
participate in this program, which is
designed to provide an enriching
employment experience to first-year
diverse law students while contributing
to the diversity of the Pittsburgh legal
community. To RSVP for the meeting
or for more information about the 
program, contact Alysia Keating, director
of diversity and gender equality, at 
412-402-6658 or akeating@acba.org.  
Since its inception, the program has

placed 241 first-year students in summer
positions at law firms, corporate legal
departments, government agencies
and nonprofits in Pittsburgh. n

Legal employers
invited to Oct. 12
update on changes
to ACBA Summer
Clerkship Program
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HOW ABOUT A  401K PLAN THAT
SAVES YOU MONEY?

WHAT IS THE BAR 
RETIREMENT PLAN?

WHO BENEFITS?

Do Less + Pay Less = Get More

�e Bar Retirement Plan provides a streamlined solution for employers to create and 
maintain a tailored 401k plan, while shi�ing many of the traditional burdens to third 
parties. Participation in a larger group creates purchasing leverage through economies of 
scale. �e plan is easier and it saves money while providing sought a�er feature �exibility. 

To nd out more, contact Bill Stapp or David Wentz at (800) 683-3440  | bar@taxfavoredbene ts.com

Wonder if your decisions, legal advice or
other professional actions are ethical?

Members can get consultation on their
legal actions and potential actions through
the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.
See acba.org/officerassignments for details.

Prospective judicial candidates
have a little more than two weeks to
submit an application to begin the
ACBA Judiciary Committee’s rating
process for candidates for the
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas, the Pennsylvania Appellate
Courts and the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.
To download an application —

which includes a candidate question-
naire and other related materials —
visit www.ACBA.org/Judiary-Commitee.
Twenty-eight copies of the question-
naire, confidential questionnaire, 
supplemental questionnaire, signed
candidate pledge form and writing

sample must be submitted in order for
an application to be processed.
The deadline to submit an applica-

tion is noon on Tuesday, Oct. 16. All
materials are to be delivered to the
Allegheny County Bar Association,
4th floor Koppers Building, 436 Sev-
enth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219. For
additional information, contact ACBA
Executive Director David Blaner at
412-402-6601 or dblaner@acba.org.
The Judiciary Committee will meet at

4:30 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 29, in ACBA
headquarters to conduct candidate
interviews. The committee will take
appropriate action on the applications at
the conclusion of the interviews. n

Potential judicial candidates
have until Oct. 16 to apply for
rating from Judiciary Committee

The ACBA’s annual Bankruptcy
Symposium will be held on Friday,
Dec. 7, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Westin Convention Center hotel in
downtown Pittsburgh. Among the
biggest ACBA events of the bar
year, the Bankruptcy Symposium

will include the opportunity to earn
up to six CLE credits (five substan-
tive, one ethics) and hear from
numerous judges, attorneys and
other bankruptcy experts. Addition-
al details will be announced closer
to the event. n

ACBA Bankruptcy Symposium
slated for Dec. 7



September 28, 2018  / Page 13

presents

The Pittsburgh 
Baseball Drug Trials

A Look Back to 1985

Thursday, October 11, 2018
Duquesne University Power Center

Charles J. Dougherty  
Ballroom & Shepperson Suite

Duq.edu/Law/BaseballDrugTrialsCLE

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 

Open to the Public 

3 - 5 p.m. Program 
5 - 6 p.m. Reception and Exhibit

$75 Lawyers CLE Credit, 2 Hrs. Sub.      
$35 Judicial Clerks CLE Credit
Free Members of the Public, No CLE Credit

Panel Discussion Featuring

Hon. Gustave Diamond 
Retired Senior Judge, U.S. District Court  
for the Western District of Pennsylvania

Hon. James J. Ross 
Judge, Court of Common Pleas of Beaver 
County, Former Assistant U.S. Attorney

Wells Morrison 
Retired FBI Agent

Sam Reich 
Sports Agent, Defense Attorney

Moderated by Retired Prof. Mark Yochum

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

The ACBA softball league is a 15-team league comprised of lawyers, law
students and judicial clerks. Teams play between 16 and 18 games per
season. The regular season begins in May and runs through August with
the playoffs taking place in September and the championship games
running into October. Games are played Monday-Thursday each week at
Marino Field in Oakland.

On August 1, Public Defenders played Reed Smith in game one. In game
two of the evening, Public Defenders played 412 Properties.

Above, Aaron Strauss of Reed Smith smashes the ball.

Above left, John Munoz of Public Defenders hurls a ground ball even as
he starts to slip. 

At left, Tom McKinley pitches for 412 Properties.

At far left, Steve Thomas of Reed Smith races for third base.

ACBA Softball League
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Demand for hashing expected to grow

Regardless of the level of sophisti-
cation, a system of indexing should
generally be used in connection with
document productions of all shapes
and sizes. Increasingly, technologies
more advanced than the humble bates
stamp will seemingly become com-
monplace. The 2006 amendments to
FRCP § 34 were made to include elec-
tronically stored information as part
of the information available to be
requested during discovery.7 This
reflects the reality that electronic
information is, and will continue to
become, more prevalent in discovery.
The amount of information, docu-
ments and data that will be exchanged
in discovery will only continue to
increase. While bates stamping has
served the roll of indexing well for
more than 100 years, it cannot handle
the volume created by electronically
stored information. 
We expect the growth of electronic

information and the demand for hash
indexing (or another equally capable
technology) to spread as the costs
associated with the implementation of
the technology decrease. As electroni-
cally stored information becomes
more readily accessible and necessary
in litigation (be it complex business
litigation or a hit in the rear car acci-
dent), the modern litigation attorney
would be wise to develop a healthy
understanding of what hash indexing
is and how to implement it into his/her
daily practice. n

Andrew Jones and Corey Cohen are
attorneys who work as part of a team of

15 lawyers and paralegals devoted to
the defense of attorneys and other pro-
fessionals in malpractice and discipli-
nary matters — as well as advising
insurers in professional liability matters,
including insurance coverage and litiga-
tion — for the New York City-based law
firm of Furman Kornfeld & Brennan LLP.

Questions about Lawyers Professional
Liability Insurance? Contact USI Affinity
account executive Michelle Logan at
michelle.logan@usi.com or 412-851-
5209. USI Affinity is the exclusive insur-
ance broker for the Allegheny County
Bar Association and one of the leading
administrators of bar association insur-
ance programs across the country. 

1 See e.g. Ritacca v Abbott Labs., 203
FRD 332, 335 (ND Ill 2001); see also Banks
v Off. of the Senate Sergeant-At-Arms &
Doorkeeper, 222 FRD 7, 20 (DDC 2004);
see also Wolk v Green, 2007 US Dist LEXIS
83148, at *3-4 (ND Cal Oct. 29, 2007, No.
C06-5025 BZ).
2 See Banks v Off. of the Senate Sergeant-
At-Arms & Doorkeeper, 222 FRD 7, 20
(DDC 2004).
3 See e.g. Ritacca v Abbott Labs., 203
FRD 332, 335 (ND Ill 2001).
4 See https://www.lifewire.com/how-
many-emails-are-sent-every-day-1171210.
5 See https://www.exterro.com/blog/
md5-hashing-the-foundation-of-a-defensible-
e-discovery-process/.
6 See https://documents.akerman.com/
hasharticlelosey.pdf.
7 FRCP § 34, Notes of Advisory Commit-
tee on 2006 amendments (“it was obviously
improper to allow a party to evade discov-
ery obligations on the basis that the label
had not kept pace with changes in infor-
mation technology.”).

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

A hash is a mathematical encryp-
tion algorithm that generates a value
to identify or index a larger grouping
of information. Bates stamping can be
described as a low-tech form of 
hashing. You are taking a large group
of information, the document, and
assigning a number (or hash) to 
the document, the bates stamp. 
Another way to think of hashing is the
example of assigning student identifi-
cation numbers to all of the students
at a university.
Worldwide, there are 270 billion

emails sent each day!
4
This stagger-

ing number means the amount of
information that needs to be
exchanged in discovery is growing
exponentially. Hash technologies pro-
vide an avenue to index and secure
large and small document produc-
tions. Modern e-discovery hash tech-
nologies provide an encryption code to
each unique electronic file.5 If the file
is altered, a new hash would automat-
ically be created for the new
file.6 Thus, hash technology serves to
both index and secure electronic dis-
covery. The file/document cannot be
changed without a new hash being
created. As the discovery and
exchange of electronic information
becomes more common place, the use-
fulness of hash indexing will become
more prominent. The usefulness of
hash indexing is not limited to large
discovery exchanges, as hash index-
ing will ensure the authenticity and
security of records exchanged
between parties.

HASHING 
continued from page 5

Need
clients?
The Lawyer

Referral Service
can help bring
them to you.
For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes

at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org.
To learn more, see 

GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.

Looking for a
legal career?

There are new jobs on
the ACBA Job Board.

View them at 
www.PittsburghLegalJobs.com.
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Life & Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, October 2  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

ACBA on Tour: Preparing Witnesses for Trials, 
Depositions and Hearings 
Tuesday, October 9  |  4 p.m.  |  The Chadwick (Wexford)
1.5 Substantive credits

                  From Bigotry to Implicit Bias: 
                  The Science of Racial Disparity 
                  in the Justice System 
                  Wednesday, October 17  |  Noon
                  Koppers Building
                  CJE credit  |  1.5 Substantive credits

Homeland Security Inspections and
I-9 Employment Veri�cation Compliance 
Thursday, October 18  |  11 a.m.  |  Gulf Tower
2 Substantive credits

Pa. Sales Tax Implications of the Wayfair Case; 
Earned Income Tax Collection Correction 
Friday, October 19  |  Noon  |  Rivers Club
1 Substantive credit

New Tax Laws Create Unintended Bene�ts for 
IRA/Retirement Plan Owners Who Act Quickly 
Friday, October 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

Legacy Planning for Artistic Clients
Tuesday, October 30  |  Noon  |  Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council 
1 Substantive credit

The Impaired Lawyer – A Call for Action 
Friday, November 2  |  Noon  |  Gulf Tower 
1 Ethics credit

The Client Conversion Formula: How to Get More 
Potential Clients to Say Yes to the Check 
Tuesday, November 6  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building  
2 Substantive credits

Bridge the Gap 
Wednesday, November 7  |  9 a.m.  |  Koppers Building 
4 Ethics credits

Trouble with Trust Accounting 
Friday, November 9  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building 
1 Ethics credit

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

Allegheny County Discovery and Complex Court – 
2017 Update   
1 Substantive credit

An Examination of Federal Tax Reform    
1 Substantive credit

Avoiding Law Practice Danger Zones   
1 Ethics credit

Crisis Management for Attorneys and Their Clients     
1 Substantive credit

Medicare – An Overview for Attorneys   
1 Substantive credit
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People on the Move
Timothy Berke-

bile, construction
attorney and gen-
eral commercial
litigator, has
joined Metz Lewis
Brodman Must
O’Keefe LLC. He
has more than 13
years of construc-
tion and commercial
dispute experience
in state and federal
courts and arbitra-

tion. He has represented owners, 
contractors, subcontractors, material
suppliers, sureties and design 
professionals on public and private
construction projects.

Roger J. Ecker
has joined The
Lynch Law Group
as a member of the
litigation, corporate
and oil and gas
practice groups.
He has nearly five
decades of experi-
ence in practicing
law. Throughout
his career, he has
litigated numerous
cases in diverse

areas of the law in both state and
federal courts in Western Pennsylvania.
Ecker has litigated complex oil and
gas issues, defended clients in civil
rights actions and has served as legal
counsel in the prosecution of numerous
class action lawsuits.

Peter N. Geor-
giades has joined
Wayman, Irvin &
McAuley, LLC as
of counsel. He has
been in litigation
practice for more
than 40 years,
gaining extensive
experience in the
areas of noncom-
pete and nondis-
closure agreements;
wage payment and

collection law; land use, eminent
domain and zoning; commercial 
disputes and various forms of trespass.
In addition, he also has frequently
assisted out-of-state counsel with 
litigation matters in state and federal
courts in Western Pennsylvania in a
local counsel capacity.

News and Notes
Brian C. Vertz

has been appointed
president of the
American Academy
of Matrimonial
Lawyers, Pennsyl-
vania Chapter, and
has been elected to
the AAML Foun-
dation’s national
board of directors.
Vertz – a partner
at Pollock Begg
Komar Glasser &

Vertz LLC and a fellow of AAML since
2003 – previously held the AAML
positions of secretary, second vice
president and president-elect. He will
continue as national chair of the Amicus
Committee of AAML and co-chair of
the national AAML Practice &
Technology Committee. Vertz is a life
fellow of the AAML Foundation and a
member of its Fundraising and Long
Range Planning committees. The AAML
advocates policies promoting the
rights of children and families facing
divorce. Membership is limited to those
recognized by judges and attorneys as
prominent family law practitioners
with a high level of knowledge, skill
and integrity. Vertz brings specialized
training in business valuation and a
concentration in matrimonial tax
issues to his practice. 

David A. Damico
was installed as
president of the
National Association
of Railroad Trial
Counsel during its
annual conference
on July 29 in
Chicago. With
more than 900
members, NARTC
includes top rail-
road trial and 
in-house attorneys

from the United States and Canada.
The organization’s mission is to provide
educational and social avenues for
members to learn about issues that
affect the rail industry and their craft
as railroad trial lawyers. Damico
brings more than 30 years of railroad
trial experience to the position. He
has a long history of representing
Class 1, regional and short line railroads,
has a keen understanding of the
challenges facing the railroad industry
and serves as national trial counsel to
multiple railroad companies.

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE 
PLANNING

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

OFFICE SPACE
2 OFFICE SUITES AVAILABLE – Above Ease Restaurant
in Regent Square area. 3 offices per suite. Call George 
at 412-398-6989.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Lack experience in a specific area but 
don’t want to turn down a potential case?

Work with attorney Bob Garber.
• Family Law   • Non-violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933  |  412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

REFER A CASE, KEEP YOUR CLIENT

“I’ll bring my 42 years of experience, expertise and 

credibility to the table and will even handle the case. 

You keep the satisfied client.” – Bob Garber

Janet L. McQuaid recently joined
Babst Calland as senior counsel in the
environmental and energy and natural
resources groups. She has experience
in many environmental programs,
particularly water, waste, remediation
and chemical regulation. McQuaid has
represented clients in many industries,
including oil and gas exploration and
production, natural gas transmission,
refining, chemicals, electronics and
real estate development. She has
defended industry and commercial
clients in these and other industries
against government enforcement
actions before various federal and
state environmental regulatory
authorities, hearing boards and courts.
McQuaid helps clients negotiate
agreed orders or consent decrees,
handles administrative hearings and
participates in litigation in state and
federal courts if litigation is necessary
to protect the clients’ interests.

Edward C. Flynn has rejoined
Eckert Seamans as a partner in the
litigation division. He has more than
35 years of experience as a trial attorney
in a wide range of matters. His current
practice is heavily concentrated on
patent infringement litigation, repre-
senting both patent owners trying to
protect their intellectual property
against theft or copying and businesses
that have been accused of infringing

intellectual property of others. Flynn
has litigated cases and negotiated
license agreements involving various
technologies, including those relating
to semiconductor and memory 
devices such as DRAM, flash memory
and SSDs, integrated circuits and 
software applications relating to 
internet advertising and digital 
downloads. Beyond his intellectual
property litigation experience,
Flynn’s practice has included 
litigating large-scale construction and
other commercial disputes, as well as
fraud, insurance coverage, toxic tort,
products liability and death claims.
He is also qualified as a mediator in
matters before federal and state
courts and arbitration tribunals.

Change in Status
By Order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Jeffrey Alan
Hulton has been temporarily suspended
from the practice of law in the United
States District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania. The suspension
took effect on Aug. 20.

By Order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Candace Marie
Stamos Ford has been temporarily
suspended from the practice of law in
the Bar of this Commonwealth. The
suspension took effect on Aug. 27.

Brian C.
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David A.
Damico 

Timothy
Berkebile

Roger J.
Ecker 

Peter N.
Georgiades 
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