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WLD to honor
Smith-Ribner
as ‘trailblazer’
By Zandy Dudiak

To say that retired Commonwealth
Court Judge Doris A. Smith-Ribner is
a trailblazer is an understatement.

She was the first black lawyer to
serve as a solicitor to the Allegheny
County controller and the first black
female to sit on the Allegheny County
Common Pleas Court after appointment
in 1984 by then-Gov. Dick Thornburgh.
With her election to Commonwealth
Court in 1987, she became the first
African-American female to serve on
any Pennsylvania appellate court –
and the first black female in the
Commonwealth’s history to win 
election to any state office. 

A University of Pittsburgh Law
School graduate, she entered the legal
profession just as the numbers of
women, and particularly black
women, in law school were starting to
grow above a single-digit percentage,
according to the Journal of Blacks in
Higher Education. During the early and
mid-1970s, it was not easy to practice
law as a woman, much less as a black
woman, according to Allegheny Common
Pleas Court Judge Cheryl Allen.

For the impact she has made
throughout her career, the ACBA
Women in the Law Division will honor
Smith-Ribner at its 2017 Trailblazer
Award Ceremony on Oct. 16 at the
Rivers Club.

“I am elated and very excited about
receiving an award from the community
where I attended undergrad and law
school, practiced law with Attorney
Byrd Brown (the late Pittsburgh 
attorney and civil rights advocate),

Continued on page 5
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From left, John Noble as Benjamin Franklin, Antonio Lordi as Gaetano Filangieri, Simone Maccanti as Luigi
Pio and Victoria Bechtold Kush as Charlotte Frendel perform “In The Pursuit of Happiness” at the Sept. 15
Constitution Day program at the Joseph F. Weis Jr. U.S. Courthouse. The program – which was presented by
the U.S. District Court for the Western District of PA and the Honorary Consulate for Italy in Pittsburgh –
explored the influence that Italians had in the creation of the U.S. Constitution. See more coverage on page 4.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

New Duquesne men’s basketball coach Keith Dambrot will talk about
the season ahead and his vision for the future at the Rivers Club Oct. 13.

New Duquesne Basketball
Coach to speak to ACBA
By Brian Knavish

There’s more anticipation and hype
surrounding Duquesne University
basketball heading into this season
than any season in recent history, and
it’s all because of new head coach
Keith Dambrot. 

On Friday, Oct. 13, Dambrot will
bring that buzz to the ACBA when he
appears at the “Breakfast with the
Coach” event at the Rivers Club. At
the event – which is presented by Key
Private Bank – Dambrot and
Duquesne Athletic Director Dave
Harper will mingle with attorneys and
give a presentation about the season
ahead. The talk will cover both the 
on-court product and the overall
excitement that has surrounded the
Duquesne athletic department since
Dambrot’s arrival on campus. 

“Obviously Duquesne grads – both
undergraduates and law school grads
– make up a significant portion of our
membership,” said ACBA Executive
Director David Blaner. “When I talk to
our members, I am hearing more
excitement about Duquesne basketball
than I have heard in a long time. We
thought, ‘Why not bring Coach Dambrot
into the ACBA so our members can
interact with him up-close-and-personal
and share in the excitement?’

“We were able to make this breakfast
happen, and I am hopeful our 
membership – Duquesne fans and
sports fans in general – will come to

show support for Duquesne as we
head into the season.”

Harper emphasized that the 
law school is a major part of the 
larger Duquesne community, so he
welcomed the opportunity to connect
with the ACBA. 

“We want basketball to be a source
of pride for the entire institution,
much like our law school is something
for all of Duquesne to be proud of,” he
said. “I think this is a tremendous

opportunity for lawyers to get to know
Keith in an intimate setting, to hear
his strategy and talk about the season
ahead and his vision for the future.”

Dambrot – whose father was a
star at Duquesne in the 1950s – was
named the men’s basketball coach
on March 30, taking the job after 
a successful 13-year run at the 
University of Akron, his alma

Continued on page 6
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

September
John F. Becker ........................412-921-1605

James G. Gordon ....................412-232-0333

Cathy Martin ..........................412-586-6118

October
Nancy L. Heilman ..................412-297-4900

Mark Vuono ............................412-471-1800

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Joseph Irvin Jackson, Cashman, A.J. ................................................................................................Page 263
Criminal Appeal—VUFA—Sufficiency—Jury Instructions—Concealment

Challenge to the jury instruction regarding the element of concealment for VUFA offense is without merit.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Stephen James Russell, Bigley, S.J. ...................................................................................................Page 265
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Untimely

Life sentence without parole is not unconstitutional when the defendant was 19 at the time of the crime.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Benjamin Jenkins, Williams, J. ..........................................................................................................Page 266
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Terry Stop—Investigative Detention

Officer conducted proper Terry stop and frisk on intoxicated and over-age defendant found in a high school.
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Criminal Appeal—SVP Determination

Defendant claims the SVP determination is not supported by clear and convincing evidence.
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ACBA membership benefit:
Receive 15% off all American Bar 
Association books every day

Allegheny County Bar Association members save 15% off the
general public price on every book available on the American
Bar Association webstore ShopABA.org.

Simply use our special Allegheny County Bar Association
discount code ACBAR when checking out at ShopABA.org.

Plus, for every dollar you spend, the Allegheny County Bar
Association also receives a royalty payment from the ABA.
Your purchases help support the member services we offer.

Don't delay! To start saving 15% on your ABA book purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and use our special discount code  
ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221 between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ET
and use our special discount code ACBAR
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years on the Superior Court. Prior to
serving on the bench, she was a 
trial attorney in Pittsburgh for 18
years, first as an in-house litigator for
U.S. Steel and later in private practice
with an emphasis in civil litigation.

Justice Todd received her bachelor’s
degree (with honors) from Chatham
College; her law degree from The
University of Pittsburgh (Law
Review); and the LL.M. degree in the
Judicial Process from the University
of Virginia.

She is an elected member of the
American Law Institute and the
Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny
County and a fellow of the Allegheny
County and PA Bar Foundations. She
is a frequent lecturer and panelist for
CLE programs on appellate practice,
ethics, elder justice, child abuse and
veterans issues.

Her awards include an honorary
doctorate in public service from
Chatham University; the Philip
Werner Amram Award; the Pitt Law
Distinguished Alumni Award; and the
Amen Corner’s Judge Robert E.
Dauer Award for Judicial Leadership
and Excellence. In 2016, Pittsburgh
Action Against Rape awarded Justice
Todd its first Visionary Award,
recognizing her significant impact in
the lives of survivors of sexual
violence. Most recently, she received
the Women’s Bar Association of
Western PA’s Susan B. Anthony
Award, for promoting equality in the
legal profession.

Justice Todd chaired the Statewide
Elder Law Task Force, and is the
Supreme Court’s liaison to Pennsylvania’s
Veterans Courts.

Hon. Jacqueline O.
Shogan

The Hon. Jacqueline
O. Shogan was elected
to the Superior Court
of Pennsylvania in
November of 2007. A
graduate of Gateway

High School in Monroeville, Judge
Shogan received a B.S. in nursing,
summa cum laude, from Temple Uni-
versity in 1975. She subsequently
obtained an M.S. in nursing from the
University of Virginia. Judge Shogan
practiced for over 10 years as a nurse
and nursing instructor prior to returning
to law school. She obtained her J.D.,
with high honors, from Duke University
School of Law in 1990 and was elected
to the Order of the Coif.

After graduation from law school,
Judge Shogan practiced in the areas of
civil litigation, health law and
administrative law in Pittsburgh. She
also served as a law clerk for Judge
Maurice B. Cohill of the United States
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania and as an arbitrator
and mediator. In addition, Judge
Shogan taught appellate practice at
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law. She was honored as a “2007-2008
Woman of the Year” by the Legal
Intelligencer and Pennsylvania Law
Weekly. She is also a recipient of the
Celebrate & Share “Woman of
Achievement Award.”

Judge Shogan is a past member and
officer of the boards of directors of
Neighborhood Legal Services, Easter
Seals Western Pennsylvania and
St. Edmunds Academy in Pittsburgh.

She is currently a member of the
Allegheny County, Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania and American
bar associations, as well as the National
Association of Women Judges.

Hon. Kelly E.
Bigley

The Hon. Kelly E.
Bigley was elected to
the Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania,
in November of 2007

and has served in its Juvenile and
Criminal Division since January of
2008. Initially assigned to the Juvenile
Division, she was assigned to hear
dependency and delinquency cases.
Since 2012, Judge Bigley has been
assigned to the Criminal Division and
has been presiding over an expedited
docket known as Phoenix Court. Cases
are directed to Phoenix Court for
expedited disposition if they are
appropriate for quick resolution by
trial or plea. In addition, she is
assigned general trial cases from the
homicide docket. From 2012 to 2016,
Judge Bigley presided over all cases
revoked from the ARD docket and
implemented a program to dispose of
those cases in a timely manner.

Judge Bigley received her under-
graduate degree from Robert Morris
University in 1990 and her law degree
from Duquesne University School of
Law in 1994. She worked as a judicial
law clerk for the Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny County, as well as

ACBA membership recommends six judges for retention 
By Brian Estadt

As campaign season picks up steam
ahead of the Nov. 7 general election,
the ACBA encourages members to share
the bar association’s recommendation
to retain six judges from the area.

Voters will be asked to decide the
future of the judiciary in two ways –
by selecting among candidates for
new positions in judicial elections and
by answering retention questions
regarding incumbent judges.

The ACBA will share its Judiciary
Committee’s candidate ratings for the
elections in the Oct. 27 Lawyers
Journal. As for the retention, voters
will be asked to answer “yes” or “no”
if judges should be retained in their
current position for 10 years.

The ACBA asked its members to
vote on the matter of retention during
the ACBA’s annual elections, and
the membership overwhelmingly
recommended retention of the six
local judges on the ballot. Given the
bar association’s interest in keeping
experienced, qualified judges on the
bench, the ACBA encourages its
members to share this recommendation
with friends, family and colleagues.

Here are the bios of the judges
that the membership recommends
for retention:

Justice Debra
Todd

Justice Debra
Todd was elected to
the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court in
2007, following eight

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Continued on page 10



Page 4 / September 29, 2017

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Musicians Tobias Chisnall, Yanchi Chen, Song Wang and Abner Jairo
Ortiz Garcia perform a composition specifically written to accompany
a dramatic reading of letters between Benjamin Franklin and 
Gaetano Filangieri.

Chief District Judge Joy Flowers Conti and Carla E. Lucente, honorary
consul of Italy in Pittsburgh, look on as attorney Charles A. DeMonaco
introduces a segment of the program. Unlike most CLE programs, the
event featured a dramatic performance and a reception that included
Italian wines and cheese.

From left: The Hon. Raffaele Sabato, counsel, Supreme Court of Cassation, Italy; Judge Sabato’s wife, Marilia di Nardo; Donatella Morana, 
professor of public law, University of Rome Tor Vergata; Giovanni Guzzetta, professor of constitutional law, University of Rome Tor Vergata; Catherine
Flumiani, minister plenipotentiary, Embassy of Italy in Washington, D.C.; Carla E. Lucente, honorary consul of Italy in Pittsburgh; Hon. Luca 
Monteferrante, administrative judge, Italy; Marco Centurione, Italy-America Chamber of Commerce of Pennsylvania and West Virginia; and 
composer Marco Giusto.

The Hon. Luca Monteferrante, administrative judge, Italy; Marco Centurione, Italy-America Chamber
of Commerce of Pennsylvania and West Virginia; Most Reverend David A. Zubik, bishop of Pittsburgh;
Judge Sabato’s wife, Marilia di Nardo; Hon. Raffaele Sabato, counsel, Supreme Court of Cassation,
Italy; Catherine Flumiani, minister plenipotentiary, Embassy of Italy, D.C.; and Carla E. Lucente, 
honorary consul of Italy/Pittsburgh.

Playing the role of Charlotte Frendel,
Victoria Bechtold Kush announces the
death of her husband, Italian political
philosopher Gaetano Filangieri, during
the performance. In character as Benjamin
Franklin, John Noble reacts to news of
the death of Franklin’s friend.

Constitution Day
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house Speaker K. Leroy Irvis and
other great lawyers; and met and
served with some of the finest and
most brilliant lawyers anywhere in
this nation,” Smith-Ribner said.

Alka Patel, WLD chair, expects
about 150 people to attend the event,
which is co-chaired by Lisette “Mimi”
McCormick and Jessica Albert. 

“We are are very privileged to
honor women, such as this year’s
nominee, who created a path for those
to follow locally, as well as statewide,
while breaking multiple barriers along
the way,” Patel said. “In addition to her
notable legal career, her continued 
work, energy and commitment to justice
is inspiring for the next generation 
of attorneys.”

Throughout her long and distinguished
career, Smith-Ribner has focused on
promoting equality in the courts and
the public education system. She
engaged in extensive state and federal
court litigation in civil and criminal
matters before becoming a trial judge
on the Allegheny County bench,
assigned to Juvenile Court.

“You look at her history, and you
know it can be done,” Allen said.
“She’s not afraid to take a risk. She
served as a role model to me.”

The case for which she might be
best known is Pennsylvania Human
Relations Commission v. School
District of Philadelphia. Filed in 1971,
the plaintiff claimed the state’s largest
school district had maintained a
racially segregated school system that
denied black and Hispanic students
their rights. 

After more than two decades of 
litigation, President Judge David

WLD TRAILBLAZER
continued from front cover If You’re Going

What: The WLD 2017 Trailblazer 
Award Ceremony honoring Doris 
A. Smith-Ribner
When: Monday, Oct. 16, with 
registration and reception from 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. The program and 
recognition are from 5:30 - 6:30
Where: Rivers Club in downtown
Pittsburgh
Cost: $20 a person, includes 
heavy hors d’oeuvres. There is a
cash bar.
Register: www.ACBA.org

Craig turned the case over to Smith-
Ribner. Instead of focusing on the
busing of black children, the case was 
redirected to focus on racial disparities
in student achievement. The longest-
running case in the Commonwealth
Court’s history finally ended by 
consent degree in 2009.

“Since that ruling and enforcement
proceedings that were required against
the school district, hundreds of 
thousands of eligible Philadelphia 
children have been afforded full-day
kindergarten to date,” said Smith-Ribner,
who as judge had ordered it for all of the
district’s neediest schools in 1995.

“She has a heart for people,” Allen
said. “She’s very compassionate.”

Yet Smith-Ribner is not afraid to
stand her ground when people aren’t
being treated fairly or show no effort of
making a difference, says McCormick,
executive director of the Interbranch
Commission for Gender, Racial and
Ethnic Fairness. But she does it in a
way that is “unfailingly courteous.”

“She doesn’t complain about
something,” McCormick said. “She
takes action and does something. When
she sees injustice, she follows through.”

“She’s very tenacious,” Allen
added. “She’s very committed to what
she’s doing.”

Now living in Philadelphia, the
retired judge maintains an active law
license but no longer practices law.
Most of her time is spent with research
projects, working with the federal 
government on the issues of student
truancy and dropouts, and trauma-
informed education and training.

Hon. Doris A. Smith-Ribner
WLD Trailblazer

“

”

She doesn’t complain about
something. She takes action and
does something. When she sees
injustice, she follows through.

– Lisette “Mimi” McCormick

“My nonprofit work focuses on,
among other things, efforts around
educational excellence for students of
color and collaboration with faith
communities,” she said.

Smith-Ribner helps recruit young
African American men to become
teachers so they can serve as role
models for their students and encourage
them to look to the future, McCormick
said. She also continues to be involved
in making sure that there is diversity in
state judiciary appointments.

Smith-Ribner has organized forums
on prisoner re-entry and criminal 
justice reform at Widener and Pitt law
school, serves on the Criminal Justice
and Equal Opportunity and Diversity
committees of the Pennsylvania 
Interbranch Commission, and will finish
her term this year as a commissioner
on the Obama administration’s Advisory
Commission for the White House 
Educational Excellence Initiative. She
is also on the University of Pittsburgh
Board of Trustees.

Through the Interbranch Commis-
sion, McCormick has worked closely
with Smith-Ribner and considers her
a mentor, colleague and friend. 

“She’s highly intelligent and very
effective at what she does,”
McCormick said. “She has a strong,
quiet presence that makes others stop
and listen to her.” n
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mater. Although the naming of 
a new coach generally sparks
excitement around any team, this
hiring was a little different for
Duquesne fans, largely because of
Dambrot’s resume. 

While Duquesne was a national
power in the 1950s and ’60s, it’s no
secret the program has struggled in
recent years. 

The Dukes haven’t had a winning
season since 2011-12, and their
overall record the past five years is
60-97. They have not made an NCAA
tournament appearance or won 
a conference championship since
1977, and they’ve won 20 games in a
season only once since 1980.

Compare that to Dambrot’s resume.
In his 13 seasons at Akron, the Zips

reached 20 wins 12 times and made
the NCAA Tournament three times.

Even more than that, it’s Dambrot’s
connection to basketball mega-star
LeBron James that adds to his profile.
Prior to joining the Akron staff,
Dambrot coached James at St. Vince-
St. Mary High School, and LeBron has
widely praised Dambrot for the
coach’s role in his development.

Harper said that Dambrot was “the
top person on our list from the get-go,”
even for reasons beyond LeBron. 

“The reasons we hired Keith are
that his teams have a track record 
success, and his teams are successful
based upon elements that are critical
for success in our league,” Harper
said. “He develops players at a 
high level, and he makes sure that
development is holistic development.
Not only do his players develop on the
court but also off the court, in the
classroom and in the community.” 

BASKETBALL COACH
continued from front cover

For Dambrot, his family’s connection
to Duquesne made the move a 
natural fit. 

“Because my dad played here, this
feels like I’m coaching at my alma
mater,” he said. “When you know the
history of Duquesne basketball like I
know it, the greatness of the program
– Duquesne was the first team to win
big in Pittsburgh, and Duquesne has
had the longest drought – it makes this
opportunity so exciting. 

“I thought I was going to be at
Akron my whole career. Not many
people leave for a new opportunity
at 58 or 59. I had a pretty good,
solid job. My friends and family
were there … but the opportunity

was too good to pass up, and the
timing of it was perfect.”

Plenty of ACBA members are glad
he made the trip down the Turnpike. 

“As a Duquesne Law grad myself,
I can tell you how excited I was
when Keith Dambrot was hired.
There’s a lot of optimism and energy
around the basketball program right
now, and Coach Dambrot is a big
reason why,” said ACBA member
Tom Crowley, senior vice president
with Key Private Bank. “So when 
the opportunity came about to 
bring Keith in to talk to ACBA mem-
bers, I was just as excited. We 
are thrilled to help make this 
event possible.” n

SUBMITTED PHOT0

Keith Dambrot led Akron to 20 or more wins in 12 of his 13 seasons 
with the zips.

“

”

W e  w a n t  
basketball to be a
source of pride 
for the entire
institution, much
like our law school
is something for
all of Duquesne to
be proud of.

– Dave Harper,
Duquesne AD

If You’re Going
What: Breakfast with the Coach
When: Friday, Oct. 13, with 
networking and coffee at 7:30 a.m.,
breakfast and presentation 8-9
Where: Rivers Club, downtown
Pittsburgh
Cost: $25 for members, $20 for 
law students, $40 for all others
Register: www.ACBA.org or 
412-402-6614

Need
clients?
The Lawyer

Referral Service
can help bring 
them to you.
For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes

at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org.

To learn more, see 
getapittsburghlawyer.com.
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New Pitt program focuses on health care compliance
By Tracy Carbasho

Attorneys who are interested in
increasing their knowledge of health
care compliance issues or possibly
changing their career focus might want
to explore a new online course offered
by the University of Pittsburgh.

“In a short period of time, attorneys
can gain a concentrated understanding
of health care compliance laws and
issues, including a chance to work
with compliance experts to gain 
a practical perspective of this 
fast-growing area,” said Mary Nell
Cummings, director of the Health Care
Compliance Online Graduate Certificate
Program. “Students learn the relevant
law, the practical applications of
compliance, best practices, and also
explore current issues.”  

The application deadline for 
the next class, which will begin in 
January, is Nov. 1.

Fifteen students – five of whom
were attorneys – completed the
inaugural class, which ended in
October 2016; 21 are expected to
complete the second class this fall. 

The accelerated 10-month program,
which offers 15 graduate-level credit
hours, is completed at each student’s
own pace with no need to attend classes
on the university’s campus, meaning
attorneys and other professionals can
continue to work full-time.

Cummings said the program recently
received accreditation from the 
Compliance Certification Board, which
makes it the only accredited initiative
of its kind in Western Pennsylvania.
Thanks to the accreditation, graduates
of the program are now eligible to 

sit for five exams offered by the 
Compliance Certification Board.

“Since we received the accreditation,
we have been getting a lot of 
applications,” Cummings said. “At this
point, we are limiting our program 
to 30 students because we want 
to ensure the students have a rich
online experience.”

The course is geared toward 
compliance professionals who want to
enhance their knowledge; attorneys
who want to acquire an appreciation
of the compliance industry, client
needs and current issues; health care
professionals who must understand
compliance matters; industry admin-
istrators and leaders; and anyone
interested in changing careers.

Attorney Cordelia Elias took the
course while working at a Harrisburg
organization where she represents
health care providers and often
encounters cases involving elements
of regulatory compliance. 

“I wanted to broaden my knowledge
of the government’s expectations in the
area of regulatory compliance vis-à-vis
my client base and use that knowledge
to better serve my clients,” Elias said.
“The most helpful characteristic of
the course is that the information was
current, so much so that we were reading
updates that were just published. I
appreciated that I was being provided
with real-time compliance updates and
discussions on current concerns from
the compliance community.”

The concept for the class was
initiated by Alan Meisel, director of
the University of Pittsburgh’s Health
Law Certificate Program and the 
Center for Bioethics and Health Law.

He reached out to Cummings and 
Professor Mary Crossley who began
evaluating the possibility of offering
the program in 2014. They spent most of
2015 developing the program, gaining
provost approval and talking to compliance
leaders at hospitals, urgent-care clinics,
insurers, provider organizations and
pharmaceutical companies. 

Cummings said it was important
for the university to select faculty
members who were experts, including
professors from the School of Law and
Graduate School of Public Health,
current and former federal regulators
and compliance industry leaders. 

Bill Maruca, a partner at Fox 
Rothschild in Pittsburgh, was asked to
serve as one of the faculty members
for the online program because he is a
health law attorney concentrating on
regulatory compliance and transactional
work. He teaches basic and advanced
health privacy with a focus on the
HIPAA privacy and security rule, but

with an emphasis on real-life situations,
judgement calls and gray areas that
are not clearly defined by the rule.

“The course is targeted at individuals
working in the health industry, but
there are some attorneys participating,”
Maruca said. “I think it would be 
beneficial to attorneys who have some
health clients and want to broaden their
knowledge of compliance issues and
who want to explore how these issues
are handled when they arise in practice.
It would also be a valuable refresher for
experienced health lawyers.”

Course topics include: introduction
to the legal system for health care and
compliance; legal aspects of health care
compliance; professional judgement
and ethics; effective compliance 
program development; and selected
aspects in compliance.

More information can be 
obtained by contacting Cummings 
at mncummings@pitt.edu or 
412-383-5061. n

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/type
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Real Property Section

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

JLL Managing Director Dan Adamski discusses the booming downtown 
Pittsburgh real estate market during the Real Property Section’s 
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 14, at the JLL Center.

Chelsea Mague
and Theo Collins
network during
the happy hour
portion of the
evening.

Jen Somma prepares to toss her beanbag as her teammate, Eric Bradley,
watches during a rooftop game of cornhole on the JLL patio.
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IS YOUR CHILD INTERESTED
IN ATTENDING YALE OR

THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS?

Under the will of Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished Pittsburgh
attorney, the children of Allegheny County attorneys who desire
to attend either Yale University or the University of Paris are
eligible for scholarships to those universities. The scholarships
are available for students pursuing a graduate or undergraduate
degree in any field of study at those institutions, not just law.

Don’t delay – scholarship applications should be submitted at
the same time as the admission application to the respective
institution is submitted. 

Get a scholarship
through the
Kennedy T. Friend
Education Fund

For more information, visit
www. ACBF.org/Kennedy-Scholarship-Fund

Or contact Joan Mastrean of
PNC Institutional Asset Management at 412-762-2175.

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

PHOTOS BY BRIAN KNAVISH

ACBA Assistant Executive Director Diane McMillen, ACBA President
Hal Coffey and Executive Director David Blaner chat with member
Michael Fives, who practices in nearby Wexford. The Coffee with Coffey
series is gaining plenty of momentum. Earlier this month, Coffey and
other ACBA leaders visited The Coffee Buddha in Ross Township. More
than a dozen North Hills attorneys stopped by to discuss everything
from the benefits of practicing in the suburbs to the “hot or iced coffee?”
question that plagues many on workday mornings.

Jeffrey J. Morella talks with Coffey.

Coffee with Coffey

Blaner, along with members Amy Coco (left) and Lori McMaster, enjoy
coffee and camaraderie before work.
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an attorney in private practice before
being elected to the bench.

Hon. Cathleen
Bubash

The Hon. Cathleen
Bubash was elected to
the Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania,
in November of 2007,

after being appointed to the bench by
Gov. Edward Rendell in July of that
year. Judge Bubash has served in the
Family Division since that time,
presiding over adult cases, including
custody disputes and equitable
distribution, as well as protection
from abuse petitions and support
actions. Additionally, Judge Bubash
sits on the bench in the Family Court’s
Juvenile Division, overseeing
dependency cases and adjudicating
delinquency hearings. She is also a
trained mediator.

Judge Bubash attended West
Virginia University and received her
undergraduate degree from Penn
State University in 1981 and her law
degree from Duquesne University
School of Law in 1985. After four
years in private practice, she joined
the Office of the Public Defender in
Allegheny County, where she
served until 1995, when she reentered
private practice. 

JUDGES FOR RETENTION 
continued from page 3

In 1999, Judge Bubash was elected
as a magisterial district justice in the
City of Pittsburgh’s North Side. Judge
Bubash served as the North Side’s
district judge until her appointment to
the Common Pleas Court bench in 2007.

In addition to her public service,
Judge Bubash has been an adjunct
professor at CCAC and California
University of Pennsylvania and has
taught college courses online. She has
served as a board member of the
Northside Community Development
Fund, CORO Pittsburgh and CISV,
an organization promoting global
understanding among youth through
international travel camps. 

Hon. Michael E.
McCarthy

The Hon. Michael
E. McCarthy was
elected to the Court of
Common Pleas of
Allegheny County in
2007 and was

assigned to the Civil Division. In
January of 2017, he moved to the
Orphans’ Court Division. Before being
elected to the bench, Judge McCarthy
served as the administrative chairman
of the Court of Common Pleas Board
of Viewers, where he conducted
eminent domain and real estate tax
appeal hearings. In addition, he had a
general law practice.

Judge McCarthy earned both his
undergraduate and Juris Doctorate

from Duquesne University. In 2015, he
was certified by the National Judicial
College as a civil mediator. While in
the Civil Division, he presided over
130 jury trials, conducted motions, heard
summary judgments and developed a
mortgage foreclosure program that
offered homeowners in financial
distress an opportunity to save their
homes. He is a Vietnam Veteran who
served with distinction in the U.S.
Navy Seabees. As a judge he pioneered
the development of Veterans Court, a
specialty court that addresses the
unique challenges of veterans.

In 2010, Judge McCarthy received
the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation
Judges Award and Veteran of the Year
Award from VFW Post 1810. He was
awarded the National Irish Voice 100
Award for Judicial Leadership in
2011. Judge McCarthy received the
Pennsylvania Action Housing Award
of Excellence in 2012. The Pittsburgh
Business Times named the judge one
of 10 Veterans of Influence in 2014. 

He’s married to Janice. They have
two daughters, Maura and Caitlin.

Hon. John “Jack”
T. McVay Jr.

The Hon. John
“Jack” T. McVay Jr.
was elected to the
Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania,

in 2007 and had served in its Family

Division until transitioning to the Civil
Division in February 2017. Judge
McVay adjudicated thousands of cases
in Juvenile/Children’s Court and also
presided over Adult Family Division
cases involving custody, visitation,
child support and protection from
abuse petitions. Judge McVay chaired
the Family Group Decision Making
Task Force for Allegheny County and
has lectured on juvenile delinquency
and dependency law for continuing
legal education.

Judge McVay is a licensed 
pharmacist and received his Bache-
lor of Science degree in pharmacy
from Duquesne University in 1980.
He went on to earn his law degree
from the Duquesne University
School of Law in 1984. Upon gradu-
ating law school, Judge McVay was
an attorney for 23 years and served
primarily as Allegheny County 
assistant solicitor for the Department
of Children Youth and Families, 
where he represented public clients in
neglect, family welfare and child
abuse cases. Throughout the years,
Judge McVay reunited families, 
successfully concluded adoptions and
believed in the court’s mission that
every child has the right to a permanent,
loving home. Judge McVay was
inducted into the Duquesne Sports
Hall of Fame for football in 2014,
enjoys coaching baseball with his
wife, Janine, and is an avid Pirates,
Steelers and Duquesne University
sports fan. n
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Preparing Witnesses for Depositions, Trials and
Hearings... Plus a Bourbon and Cigar Tasting

Sponsored by Network Deposition Services

Having a witness properly prepared can be the difference in a case, whether 
it’s a high-profile trial, regulatory commission hearing or even an appearance
before a local municipal board. This program will explore the most important
and successful techniques used to prepare witnesses, as explained by a trial
attorney with 40 years in the trenches and a psychologist with 25-years of
experience as a jury consultant. The experienced panel is well-versed in the
verbal and non-verbal communications skills necessary for situations ranging

from tough depositions to Pennsylvania Utility Commission hearings.  

The seminar is designed to be both informative and entertaining, as panelists
break down their approach into their easy-to-remember “Top Ten Rules” for
preparing witnesses. The program will feature movie clips that demonstrate
effective techniques from the point of view of the lawyer and the witness. 
Presenters from Network Deposition Services will demonstrate how to work
with documents during the deposition prep phase and how to make the most

of witness visuals during trials and hearings.

* At the conclusion of the event, participants are invited to the Allegheny HYP Club
for happy hour, including bourbon and cigar tasting on the HYP patio. The event
also includes complimentary hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine and other beverages. 

Credits: 1.5 hours of Substantive CLE credit •When: Thursday, Oct. 26 • Registration:
3 p.m. • Time: 3:30 - 5 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
436 Seventh Ave., E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$52 for ACBA members, $62 for all others • Last date to pre-register: Tuesday,
Oct. 24, 11:59 p.m.

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY LAW SECTION
Pennsylvania’s Energy Market: 
The Current State and Future

The downturn in Pennsylvania’s oil and gas industry received plenty of headlines
in recent years. But is it on its way back?  During this seminar, a panel of

experts from the energy industry – including representatives from the oil and
gas sector, as well as from renewable and alternative energy sector – will present
their views on the current state of the energy market overall and in Pennsylvania,
specifically. The panel will discuss the challenges and opportunities they see in
the energy industry over the next years. Special focus will be given to how the
state of the market will impact the demand for legal services, including what

types of energy-related legal services might be in demand.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit •When:Wednesday, Nov. 8 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. •Where: Gulf Tower Auditorium, 707 Grant St.,
Auditorium, 3rd Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $40 for Environment and
Energy Law Section members, $55 for ACBA members, $70 for all others • Last
date to pre-register:Monday, Nov. 6, 11:59 p.m.

Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

To pay by credit card, see: www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION
U.S. Supreme Court’s 2016-17 Labor and 

Employment Decisions; What’s Ahead in the 
Next Term and Issues on the Horizon?

This session will review the labor and employment law decisions of the U.S.
Supreme Court from the 2016-2017 term, preview the 2017-2018 term and
identify particular labor and employment law issues that are likely to make

their way to the Supreme Court in the next several years.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit •When:Wednesday, Oct. 4 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
436 Seventh Ave., E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$45 for Labor and Employment Law Section members, $55 for ACBA members,
$65 for all others • Last date to pre-register:Monday, Oct. 2, 11:59 p.m.

REAL PROPERTY SECTION
Cyber Security for Real Estate Attorneys

In this day and age, cybersecurity is a critical topic today in all areas of the law.
In real estate law – with its countless confidential documents and massive
online financial transactions – cybersecurity is especially critical. This 
cybersecurity training covers a wide range of topics to protect not only 
your business or law firm, but also your clients from online threats. Special

attention is given to topics of interest for real estate lawyers.

The seminar focusses on awareness training, which includes recent industry
statistics, best practices for creating passwords, what protection software is

and how it can – and cannot – help you. The training also touches on behavior
techniques, with special focus on email behavior. Email is the No. 1 way most
threats are executed, and being vigilant can help keep your business protected.

Finally, the training wraps up by covering safe computing practices.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit •When: Thursday, Nov. 9 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
436 Seventh Ave., E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$40 for Real Property Section members, $50 for ACBA members, $60 for all others
• Last date to pre-register: Tuesday, Nov. 7, 11:59 p.m.

TAXATION SECTION
U.S. Tax and Estate Planning 
for International Families

The world increasingly becomes more international, with more individuals 
traveling overseas for personal, business and educational opportunities. As a
result, there are a greater number of families with members living in – and paying
taxes in – multiple jurisdictions. In addition, from an investment perspective,
many families based abroad increasingly look to the U.S. as a place to invest a
significant portion of their capital. The result is a growing need for tax and
estate planning practitioners in the U.S. to be able to identify international

planning opportunities and to develop an awareness of the various pitfalls that
can arise in this cross-border environment. This program is designed to provide
an introduction into the many tax issues that can arise from these scenarios.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit •When: Friday, Nov. 10 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Rivers Club, One Oxford Centre, 
301 Grant St., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $35 for Taxation Section members,
$65 for ACBA members, $70 for all others • Last date to pre-register:
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 11:59 p.m.
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Where 
Employment 
Meets 
the Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients 
with advice, counseling and 
representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including 
illegal workplace discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE
CONSULTING

MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

OFFICE SPACE
REGENT SQUARE – 1 or 2 office spaces for rent in a 3
office suite. Secretary space also available. Call or text
George Pettrone at 412-398-6989.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

She will handle all phases of cases
from preliminary hearings to pre-trial
motions, trials and sentencings.

Thomas E.
Crowley has been
appointed senior
vice president and
market leader
serving the West-
ern Pennsylvania
market at Key 
Private Bank. He
is responsible for
leading a team of
local private
bankers who 
provide financial

planning, investment, trust and banking
solutions for high net worth individuals
and families. He brings more than 25
years’ experience counseling clients
and managing and growing wealth
management teams.

Bryan S. Neft and Robert R. Leight
have joined Spilman Thomas & Battle.
Neft focuses his practice on commercial

News and Notes
Katherine L. W.

Norton has
received the 2017
Excellence in
Teaching Award
from the Duquesne
University School
of Law Student Bar
Association. The
award is for excep-
tional performance
in the education of
students and is
selected by the

students. She is of counsel with Voelker
& Colton, LLC, and acting Co-Director
of Clinical Education at the Duquesne
University School of Law.

People on the Move
Anne Marie

Mancuso has
joined Difenderfer,
Rothman & Haber
as an associate
with the criminal
litigation team.
She has seven
years of experi-
ence, including
three years with
conflict counsel,
having tried over
30 felony jury

cases to verdict and handling cases
ranging from DUI to homicide. She
will be defending a wide variety of
criminal matters, from summary cases
to DUIs, drug and gun cases to homicides.

Bar Briefs

Thomas E.
Crowley

Anne Marie
Mancuso

litigation and toxic tort defense.
Leight is a former Supervisory Special
Agent for the FBI and Assistant U.S.

Attorney who focuses his practice on
white collar criminal defense and
toxic tort defense.

Bryan S.
Neft

Katherine 
L. W. Norton

Robert R.
Leight
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