
trailblazer and role model
for women lawyers, but an
iconic figure.

— Former ACBA President
Paul Manion
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By Zandy Dudiak

In her lifetime, Roslyn M. Litman
opened many doors for women – for
future trial attorneys, ACBA members
and those who wanted to walk through
the Duquesne Club’s front entrance.
The private downtown Pittsburgh

social club didn’t admit Jewish
members until 1968, women until
1980 and African Americans until
1983. Although the wives and widows
of members always had the courtesy
of the prestigious men’s club before
then, they had to use the side entrance,
recalls retired Commonwealth Court
Judge Eunice Ross.
“That’s humiliating, isn’t it?” says

Ross, who, herself, was once questioned
after entering through the front door.
“Roz wouldn’t stand for anything like
that. She was the one who broke it and
made the front door available to
women as to men.”
Litman, 88, of Squirrel Hill, died of

pancreatic cancer on Oct. 4. She is
survived by three children – Harry,
Jessica and Hannah Litman – and 
six grandchildren.
During a 64-year career that

included two landmark civil cases,
Litman also taught trial advocacy for
many years at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law. A civil
liberties advocate, she never hesitated
to tackle complex litigation, including
many anti-trust cases.
Litman began forging her tough-

as-nails reputation as Allegheny
County’s first female trial attorney
during the 1950s, an era when women
seldom fought cases before judges and
juries. The New York City native
graduated with a University of

Roz was not only a“

”

Rule change enables piecemeal sale of law practices
cease to engage in the private practice
of law in Pennsylvania after the sale
and permits a lawyer who wishes to
cease practice in one area to do so but
allows that lawyer to continue practicing
in other areas of the law,” explains
Julia Frankston-Morris, secretary of
the Disciplinary Board of the Supreme
Court. “The amended rule also
eliminates the requirement that a
practice be sold in its entirety to a single
lawyer and permits the sale of an area
of practice or an entire practice to one
or more lawyers or law firms.”
Frankston-Morris said the rule

change was recommended to the court
last year by the Pennsylvania Bar
Association in order to be consistent
with amendments the American Bar
Association made to its rules in 2002.
The court subsequently referred the
proposed changes to the Disciplinary
Board, which recommended approval. 
Local attorneys are still sorting

through the changes and some either
declined to comment or said they
would not be impacted.
Maureen Gluntz, chair of the ACBA

Sole and Small Firm Practitioners
Section, notes that sole practitioners
will be the most likely affected by the

By Tracy Carbasho

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court
has removed certain impediments to
make it easier for lawyers to sell an
area of practice without giving up their
entire business, a move that is especially
appealing for solo practitioners and
those easing toward retirement. 
The court approved amendments in

September to the Pennsylvania Rule
of Professional Conduct 1.17 regarding
the sale of a law practice. The
amendments, which became effective
on Oct. 23, permit a lawyer or law firm
to sell or buy an area of practice
without adhering to the old rule, which
required lawyers to stop practicing all
law in the state if they sold a practice
area. The lawyer or law firm must,
however, stop pursuing the practice
area that has been sold.
“The amended rule changes the

strict requirement that a seller must

Change likely to benefit
sole practitioners, those 
easing into retirement

Continued on page 6

new rule because law firms either
have a succession plan in place or
there are other attorneys in the firm
who can assume the work of retired,
incapacitated or deceased attorneys.
“However, any attorney or small

firm that is considering selling all or a
portion of their legal practice must
deal with the complexities of Rule 1.17
and the other rules of professional
conduct dealing with confidential
information, the attorney-client privilege,
conflicts of interest and compensation
to name a few,” Gluntz said. “Regardless
of who benefits from the rule, it presents
complicated ethical, economical and
procedural issues that both sole
practitioners and law firms of all sizes
must analyze very carefully.”

Gluntz said the old prohibition
against attorneys practicing law in
Pennsylvania after they’ve sold their
practice was harsh, especially in situations
where an attorney simply might have
wanted to work less or transition the
practice to another attorney. 
“However, I felt it gave some comfort

to the purchasing attorney that the
selling attorney would not compete or

Litman, first female ACBA president,
remembered as pioneering litigator

Pittsburgh law degree in 1952, the
same year she was admitted to the
Allegheny County Bar Association.
Ross – a longtime friend who

graduated from Pitt law school in
1951 as one of six females in a class of
120 – says Litman had to make her
own way in the male-dominated field.
Despite an A average, graduating

first in her class and earning the highest
bar exam score in the state, she couldn’t
find a veteran trial attorney willing to
take her under wing. So she and her
attorney husband, the late S. David
Litman, started their own firm.
Litman became the first female

Allegheny County Bar Association
president in 1975. Ross says Pittsburgh
attorneys viewed women favorably
enough to elect her to the post at the
transformative time in the workplace.
Former ACBA President Paul Manion

says Litman was more than a pioneer.
“Roz was not only a trailblazer and

role model for women lawyers, but an
iconic figure,” Manion says.
Litman also was the first woman to

serve on the Pennsylvania Bar
Association Board of Governors and

Continued on page 2Former ACBA President Roslyn M. Litman, in an undated photo.
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first female admitted to the Academy
of Trial Lawyers.
“She was an iron fist in a velvet glove,”

says Tom Cooper, a former ACBA
president who first met Litman in
1961 when taking an evidence class she
taught at Pitt. “She was not a softie.
She was a very determined litigator.”
Litman is perhaps best known for

her representation of basketball player
Connie Hawkins in an anti-trust case
against the National Basketball
Association in 1966. Due to a point-
shaving scandal he was allegedly
involved in during college, he was banned
from the league for life, though he had
never been accused of any wrongdoing.
The Litman family was involved in

sports promotion, Ross says, and that’s
how Roz Litman came to represent
Hawkins in a trial that ended up
promoting her career on a national
level. She won the case, and Hawkins
went on to a successful NBA career
playing for the Phoenix Suns, Los
Angeles Lakers and Atlanta Hawks.
The NBA inducted Hawkins into its
Hall of Fame in 1992.
“She chose the cases she wanted to

fight,” Ross says. “She chose the ones
that would change the world.”

In a 1989 U.S. Supreme Court case,
Litman successfully argued that a
Christmas crèche display in the Allegheny
County courthouse, accompanied by a
banner proclaiming “Glory to God in
the Highest,” was unconstitutional
because it violated the First Amendment
clause prohibiting the official
establishment of religion.
“She had the reputation of not only

being a great advocate, but having the
temperament to be a judge,” Manion says.
In 1978, she was considered for

appointment as a federal judge, but
withdrew her name from consideration.
Most recently, Litman practiced
alternative dispute resolution, mediating
cases through amicable arbitration.
U.S. District Court Judge Joy

Flowers Conti, who became the second
female ACBA president in 1993,
describes her predecessor as a dignified,
warm, genuine and kind woman who
“never said a bad word about anyone.
She was a woman really ahead of her
time in the legal profession.”
Manion agrees.
“She was always a lady,” he says.

“She had the firepower to win cases
without being personal about it. You
had to be tough. You had to be good.
You had to be very sharp. She was 
all that.” n

LITMAN OBITUARY
continued from front cover

ACBA, ACBF combine
Facebook and 
Twitter accounts
To give the ACBA and ACBF a

more robust social media presence
while aligning with industry best
practices, the organizations have
combined Facebook and Twitter
accounts. This change enables the
ACBA and ACBF to provide more
frequent, valuable content to a larger
online audience.  
Check out the ACBA and ACBF on

Twitter at @AlleghenyCoBar and
on Facebook at Facebook.com/
AlleghenyCountyBar. n
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inclusion, and the elimination of bias
in the legal profession with respect to
all people “regardless of race, color,
creed, ethnicity, national origin, sex
(gender), sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, genetic infor-
mation, mental or physical disability,
familial status, veteran status or age.”
To address the anticipated negative
reaction to increasing the number of
mandatory credits required on a yearly
basis, the resolution does not propose
to increase the number of mandatory
credits currently required; rather, it
proposes that a minimum of one of the
required 12 CLE credits be dedicated
to this type of program. With only
positive discussion, the board unani-
mously adopted the resolution and it
was sent directly to Chief Justice
Saylor – with copies to the other
Supreme Court justices and the chair-
woman of the Pennsylvania Continuing
Legal Education Board – via a letter
from me dated Sept. 12. 
Quite frankly, passing this resolution

was truly a “no brainer,” as far as I’m
concerned. As the ACBA has been in
the forefront in establishing the
Institute for Gender Equality, hiring a
Director of Diversity and Gender
Equality and forming the Diversity
Collaborative Committee, it is
imperative that we take a leadership
role to make this resolution become
reality in Pennsylvania. All members
of our profession across this
commonwealth must be educated on
the presence of bias and the impact
that it has on those who experience it

on a regular basis. We cannot turn our
heads and let someone else worry
about this issue. It is our responsi-
bility to make sure that the topics of
diversity, inclusion and elimination of
bias be the subjects of continuing
legal education. 
How can the almost 6,000 members

of this association assist the Board of
Governors and WLD in making this
“no brainer” – which has already been
adopted by California and Minnesota –
happen? You can do what I have done
and send a personal letter to each of

the justices of our Supreme Court,
along with members of the Continuing
Legal Education Board. The more
letters that are received by the members
of the court and the board, the more
they will believe that we are serious
about the need for statewide education
on diversity issues. 
As was so aptly expressed by Kim

and Chris during their presentation
to the Board of Governors, the need
for mandatory diversity, inclusion,
anti-bias (collectively known as
DIA) CLE is very timely in light of
the resignation of two Supreme
Court justices in the last several
months due to their transmission of
email messages to other judges and
lawyers that were demeaning to women,
minorities, the LGBT community,
immigrants, Muslims and people
with disabilities.
While it’s highly unlikely that the

total eradication of bias and prejudice
will be accomplished in my lifetime or
the lifetimes of my children or my
grandchildren, that does not mean
that we should not take this important
step forward to attempt to eliminate it
from our own backyard and our own
profession by educating our friends,
colleagues and judges. So, please grab
your computer, your iPad, your tablet
or your Dictaphone and draft a letter,
in your own words, to our justices and
implore them to adopt the ACBA
resolution as an amendment to our
CLE requirements. 
Again, when I am in charge of

the world... n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Lend your voice to effort to eradicate bias, prejudice
By Melaine Shannon Rothey

Diversity, inclusion, and the
elimination of bias in our profession –
seems like it should be a simple
undertaking. However, much to my
dismay, it has proven to be a rather
arduous task, even in light of the fact
that one of the stated goals in our
mission statement is the promotion
of equality and diversity among 
our members. 
Studies and surveys across

Pennsylvania continue to document
the low number of minority attorneys
employed in our state, along with
enduring gender bias against women
lawyers, who, in recurring instances,
are being paid lower salaries than
their male counterparts. I see some of
you looking skeptical and shaking
your heads. Instead of doing so, I
recommend that you look around your
office – whether it be in the private
sector, the public sector or the corporate
sector – and count how many of your
colleagues are African American or
Hispanic or Asian or gay or disabled
or, dare I say, women. I suspect that
your skepticism will be met by reality. 
At the Sept. 6 Board of Governors

meeting, former ACBA President Kim
Brown and former WLD Chair Chris
Miller, both speaking on behalf of the
Women in the Law Division, requested
that the board adopt resolution proposed
by the WLD. The Resolution provides
for the modification of the Pennsylvania
CLE rules to include separate mandatory
credit programs that address diversity,

Melaine Shannon Rothey
ACBA President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
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PHOTOS BY MARTY BARRON

At left, with the woman of the hour looking on, Judge
Rochelle Friedman reads from a Commonwealth
Court of Pennsylvania resolution honoring Judge
Eunice Ross on Oct. 6. A packed house of nearly
100 people attended the WLD program to honor
Judge Ross’ trailblazing career and discuss the
progress women have made in the legal profession.
Ross was the first woman to serve on the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas. She was appointed
judge in 1972. In addition to celebrating her career,
attendees celebrated Judge Ross’ birthday with a
cake, above.

While noting that there remains work to be done,
panelist Ann Begler, above left, recalls the strides
that have been made in providing opportunities
to women in the legal profession. Jessica
Ziemski, above right, welcomes the crowd to
the packed Pittsburgh Engineers Building.

The CLE program
also focused on the
rules against bias
and harassment
and the actions
being taken by the
state Supreme
Court to ensure
that those rules
are enforced and
effective.

Attendees and panelists alike were eager to talk with Judge Ross after
the event.

Former ACBA President Nancy Heilman was among those on hand to 
celebrate Judge Ross’s career.

Women in the Law Division
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Health dept. honors Family Court as
Breastfeeding Friendly Workplace
By Tracy Carbasho

The safe and nurturing environment
provided in the Family Division of the
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas has been extended in a special
way to help female employees.
A room on the third floor of the

Family Courthouse has been 
transformed into a private space to
accommodate breastfeeding employees.
As a result of the court’s efforts to
consider the needs of women, it 
was honored in August with a 
Breastfeeding Friendly Workplace
Award from the Allegheny County
Health Department and the Women
Infants and Children program.
Judge Guido DeAngelis, who spear-

headed creation of the room, said the
Family Court is known for addressing
the sensitive issues of parties in the
courtroom. It was time to broaden that
same sensitivity to the women who
work for the court.
“The environment of the room is

wonderful and has given new mothers
who are breastfeeding great peace of
mind and is consistent with our sensi-
tivities and objectives in conducting
Family Court,” DeAngelis said. “It
eliminates stress and provides assur-
ances for new mothers to pursue their
breastfeeding necessities without being
disrupted from their work obligations.”
Michelle Cieslewicz, an employee

in the Children’s Court of the Family
Division, has used the room.

“Having a lactation room at work
took a lot of pressure and anxiety off
of being a new mom returning to
work,” she said. “It was one less thing
I needed to worry about, and I’m

appreciative that my employer offers
such a great benefit.”
DeAngelis thought about establishing

the room after noticing over the years
that probation officers, public defenders

and assistant district attorneys often
would seek a private area to breastfeed
or to pump breast milk. His idea,
which became a reality in late 2015,
has been met with gratitude.
“The response has been extremely

positive from all of the working
women in our building and most
especially from new mothers and
expecting mothers who plan to breast
feed,” he said. “I believe we also have
created a culture where the male stake-
holders are cognizant of the solemnness
of the breastfeeding activity.”
Kristin Nestor, human resources

administrator for the court, was instru-
mental in working with other court
employees to oversee the renovations
to the room. The space was painted,
decorated and carpeted to create a
clean and pleasant environment. 
The lactation room, which was

previously used for paternity testing,
features two privacy cubicles. Windows
that stretch almost entirely from the
ceiling to the floor let in plenty of
natural lighting, but blinds provide a
high level of privacy. A sink, refrigerator
and shelving are also offered for the
women using the room.
“It is in the back part of the court-

house, so there is less noise and it is
rather peaceful and relaxing,” Nestor
said. “I am not aware of any other
court that offers such a room. We are
very proud of it.”

Continued on page 6

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Family Division of the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas
was honored recently by the Allegheny County Health Department and
the Women Infants and Children Program for creating a lactation room
for employees. Shown at the awards presentation, from left, are WIC
Director Patricia Waag; Kyle Craig, program administrator of children
and family programs for the health department; Kristin Nestor, human
resources administrator for the Family Division; Judge Guido DeAngelis,
who spearheaded creation of the room; and Diane Eberle, public health
administrator for the health department. 
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clients shouldn’t be considered
commodities. A lawyer can’t sell some
clients in one practice area, perhaps
the more lucrative cases, and retain
the others. The practice area must be
sold in its entirety. The rule also now
makes clear that ceasing to practice
does not preclude the lawyer from
assisting in the transition of the
matters to the new lawyer after the
closing without a fee.”
Overall, the amendments are positive,

Coco said – especially for solo practitioners
and those looking to retire.
“Lawyers in firms who retire or

leave the practice can be compensated
through a deferred salary plan or
through a buyout agreement which
transfers his or her ownership interest
in the firm,” she said. “However, a
solo practitioner doesn’t have that
option, and the only method of
receiving compensation for their
practice is to sell the practice.” 
When a lawyer has a number of

varied practice areas, though, that
lawyer may have difficulty finding a
single buyer who is able to take all the
areas of practice.
“This rule makes it easier for the

lawyer to sell disparate areas of
practice or to sell one area and
continue practicing in another,” Coco
added. “The amendments are definitely
positive, especially for lawyers looking
to scale back, but not completely
retire, by allowing them to sell off one
area of practice, but continue to practice
in another area.” n

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy
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• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
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and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

interfere with the purchasing attorney’s
ability to establish new relationships
with the selling attorney’s clients,” she
said. “Now, because the selling attorney
can sell a practice area and continue to
practice law in practice areas other
than the one sold, the selling attorney’s
clients may be confused about why
they can no longer be represented by
the selling attorney, and the selling
attorney could still represent the
client, albeit in other matters.”
Gluntz is concerned about an

example that is presented in the new
rule that states an attorney could sell
an estate-planning practice but retain
a probate practice. She questions why
another attorney would purchase an
estate-planning practice at a premium
price when the selling attorney would
still be permitted to handle the estate
administration of the purchasing
attorney’s estate-planning clients.
Amy Coco, a member of the Profes-

sional Ethics Committee for both the
ACBA and PBA, said one major ethical
consideration a lawyer must be aware
of when selling a practice is that
ultimately it’s the client’s choice in
terms of who represents him or her.
“That’s the overriding premise

with the requirement – that the
lawyers give the clients notice and the
option to make other arrangements,”
said Coco, a partner/shareholder at
Weinheimer Haber & Coco. “It’s also a
consideration in the rule because

RULE CHANGE 
continued from front cover

Six women who work in the court-
house have used the room so far.
Nestor was motivated to ensure the
room became a reality because she
had previously received requests
from female employees asking for
such a private place.

“It is less stressful to have a
private environment for this purpose,”
she said. “I absolutely think that offering
such a workplace benefit could
enhance employee retention because
people need to know you care about
them. It’s always the small things that
you do to make life better for people.”
When the health department

recognized the court for creating a
lactation room, it acknowledged the
benefits of breastfeeding.
“Our goal is to promote breastfeeding

as the preferred feeding method for

BREASTFEEDING FRIENDLY
continued from page 5

Board of Governors welcomes 77 new members
The ACBA Board of Governors 
welcomed the following new 
members to the Allegheny County
Bar Association during its July, 
September and October meetings.

Active members:
Sharifa A. N. Anderson, Esq.
Erik M. Bergenthal, Esq.
Daniel F. Berlin, Esq.
Matthew J. Bolewitz, Esq.
Diane Z. Buchanan, Esq.
A. Jean Cason-Wynter, Esq.
Sarah E. Cobbs, Esq.
Kayleigh Cowser, Esq.
Michael J. Deriso, Esq.
Ben T. Dermont, Esq.
Jonathan M. DiLorenzo, Esq.
Kayla Drum, Esq.
Daniel D. Fassio, Esq.
Stephanie Gordon, Esq.
Benjamin Gross, Esq.
Daniel M. Hartzman, Esq.
Matthew S. Hronas, Esq.

Maria E. Indovina, Esq.
Maureen E. Kelly, Esq.
Megan Kelly, Esq.
Eric D. Kitcho, Esq.
Jacob A. Levine, Esq.
Po-Chien Robert Lo, Esq.
Megan Lovett, Esq.
Robert M. Maina, Esq.
Mariah H. McGrogan, Esq.
Chelsey N. Meckler, Esq.
Maximilian D. Meese, Esq.
Richard R. Morelli, Esq.
Matthew S. Oas, Esq.
Matthew W. Pomy, Esq.
Jill Priscott, Esq.
Shane Riley, Esq.
William F. Rogel, Esq.
Thomas E. Sanchez, Esq.
Jeffrey M. Stacko, Esq.
Vasilea Stefanis, Esq.
Bryan F. Stroh, Esq.
Elysia H. L. Tonti, Esq.
Kateri Tremblay, Esq.

Shane D. Valenzi, Esq.
Geovette E. Washington, Esq.
Robert D. Weinberg, Esq.
Mark Z. Zacharia, Esq.
Lauren A. Zdunek, Esq.

Active government members:
Jane Dattilo, Esq.
Stephen Gilson, Esq.
Kristen Koenig Hunsicker, Esq.
Lisa Zeidner Marcus, Esq.

Active legal services member:
Cheryl Kleiman, Esq.

Associate members:
Sara E. Britt, Esq.
Geoffrey C. Brown, Esq.
Priscilla G. Osei-Bonsu, Esq.
Meaghan L. Tague, Esq.

Law student members:
Mohammed Al-Bidhawi
David C. Babb

Sean P. Dawson
Matthew R. Fessler
Henry R. Fischer
Anthony Gestrich
Ted A. Hages
Wook S. Kim
Allison J. Kunde
Victor Kustra
Randa M. Lewis
Steven M. Liboski
Derek T. Luke
Ashley Majorsky
Sean Merkley
Amber Miles
Samuel C. Nolan
Brazitte A. Poole
Adam D. Shorr
Laura Swinchock
Daniel Watson
Matthew Wiertel
Sarah H. Winters

infants and ensure that the women
who choose to breastfeed have access
to the support they need,” said Dr.
Karen Hacker, director of the local
health department. “Breastfeeding is
a critical piece of the county’s plan for
a healthier Allegheny.”
DeAngelis said there has been no

discussion at this point about creating
a similar area for members of the
public and litigants who come before
the court. He noted that doing so would
be difficult to monitor and manage.
However, he noted that former

Court Administrator Claire Capristo,
who retired earlier this year, had a
vision to expand the concept to other
facilities. Therefore, he expects continued
discussions about possibly creating a
privacy room for female workers in
the main courthouse, the City-County
Building and the Frick Building. n

Members: Purchase your
2016-17 ACBA Legal
Directory for $20 and
recieve $20 off a CLE.
See ACBA.org/ProductStore.
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ACBA, medical society program to offer
different views on end-of-life decisions
By Tracy Carbasho

End-of-life health care situations
frequently require opinions from both
medical and legal professionals, and
those professionals don’t always agree
on the most practical and ethical
treatment options for a patient.
The complex issues surrounding

this topic have prompted the ACBA
and the Allegheny County Medical
Society to sponsor an educational
program aimed at helping practitioners
in both professions make the best
decisions for patients. 
The interactive panel discussion

will be moderated by ACBA President
Melaine Rothey and ACMS President
Dr. Lawrence John. They agree that
an event such as this is long overdue
and necessary to help each profession
understand the concerns that the
other encounters when faced with
complicated medical issues, such as
powers of attorney, special-needs
trusts, guardianships, palliative care,
ethics consultations, surrogacy,
advanced directives and orders for
life-sustaining treatment.
“It is essential that we demonstrate

to our members the need to use the
expertise of other professionals to
solve issues that arise jointly within
both professions,” Rothey said. “Since
we are not doctors, we are not aware
of the intricacies of medical treatment,
and they are not aware of the manner

in which the legal system can assist in
dealing with issues of medical treatment.”
John said each profession will

bring a unique perspective and
responsibility to the table. Lawyers
can discuss these issues with their
clients and help them prepare for
unfortunate circumstances, while
physicians can try to understand a
patient’s wishes.
“Hopefully, there is some documen-

tation that guides both of us as we
seek to meet the needs of clients and
patients,” John said. “It’s also critical
for individuals to discuss this with family
members to help avoid conflict.”
John said the details of two real-life

case studies will be presented to
challenge members of both professions
to see what decisions they would have

made in these instances where both
patients eventually died. He anticipates
a thought-provoking discussion that
will be helpful and illuminating to
both professions.
Participants will discuss what to do

when family members disagree with a
patient’s wishes as expressed in living
wills; instances when it might not be
clear if a patient is in a definite terminal
state or one that could be reversed;
and cases in which an unknown next
of kin becomes a legal question rather
than a medical one.
Planning for the program was

coordinated primarily by the ACBA
Elder Law Committee and the ACBA
Probate and Trust Law Section.
Committee Chair Amy Strano and
Section Chair John Shaffer were
instrumental in selecting the legal
professionals who could lend their
expertise as panelists.
“The goal is to foster better collab-

oration between the medical and legal
community and to make sure we
continue working together,” said
Strano, president of Achieva Family
Trust. “When the doctors are discussing
the case studies, they will stop at various
points to invite the attorneys to offer
their opinions, and the audience
members will be able to ask questions
and give their thoughts.”
Shaffer, who serves as president of

Aligned Partners Trust Co., hopes
attendees walk away with a better

understanding of the approaches and
processes employed by each profession
in end-of-life planning.
Rothey said all of the panelists

were selected because they are experts
who deal with issues surrounding
health care powers of attorney and
guardianship on a regular basis. 
Panelists will include:
• Dr. Judith Black, medical director

of the Geriatrics Service Line for the
Allegheny Health Network;
• Attorney Gary Gushard, a share-

holder at Tucker Arensberg;
• Dr. Richard Hoffmaster, director

of Palliative Care Education at the
UPMC St. Margaret Family Medicine
Residency Program;
• Judge Lawrence O’Toole,

administrative judge of the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas
Orphans’ Court;
• Attorney Jillian Zacks, a director at

Strassburger McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky.
Gushard – whose practice focuses

on elder law, estate administration
and guardianships – has been involved
in end-of-life and life-sustaining
treatment scenarios that lacked
documentation of the patient’s desires
and also lacked any known relatives.
In such cases, the court has to decide
to appoint a surrogate decision maker
to weigh treatment choices for the
incapacitated person.

If you’re going
The “Elder and End-of-Life

Care: The Intersection of Law and
Medicine” program will be held
on Wednesday, Nov. 16, in the
Rivers Club. Registration begins
at 5:30 p.m., dinner is at 5:45 and
the program runs from 6 to 8. Two
hours of continuing educational
credit will be provided for members
of both professions. Registration
can be done on the ACBA and
ACMS websites.

Continued on page 9
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“Men who caught and sang the sun
in flight, do not go gentle into that
good night.”  
The life of Pittsburgh attorney Robert

B. Sommer ended far too soon on the
19th of September.  But true to the words
of the poet, he was a fighter who did
indeed capture the sun in flight.  
Diagnosed with serious heart disease

seven years ago, Bob underwent an
extensive series of procedures and
interventions.  Between treatments,
he hiked the trails of Cinque Terre,
stood atop the cliffs at Pointe du Hoc,
and spent countless hours as playground
Pied Piper with his grandchildren.
Just a few days before his final
hospitalization, he played a round of
golf, the game he loved.    
Recapping Bob’s career during a

memorial service at Heinz Chapel,
longtime colleague and friend Mike
McLean reminisced about wins and
losses during their early days at
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart.  Saying the
recollection captured Bob perfectly,
Mike quoted a K&L partner’s comments
on Bob’s involvement in a landmark
health care case:  “To this day, I recall
the happy moments of a shared cele-
bration among lawyers and staff.  The
lesson was clear:  Law is a team sport,
and all share the wins and losses.”
Pat Rega, partner with Hergenroeder

Rega Ewing & Kennedy, also spoke at
the service, remembering Bob’s
strengths not just as a skilled litigator,
but also as a professional colleague
and personal friend.  Retracing nearly
50 years of friendship, Pat recalled
with special fondness the gap year
between graduation and the two
friends’ departures to law school:  Pat
to the University of Virginia, Bob to

Harvard Law.  Stacks of books to read
and discuss; the southwestern region
of the U.S. to be explored (complete
with Grand Canyon hiking lessons
learned about ample water supplies
and mules as the best way out!); and
Bob’s stint in the Peace Corps, giving
impoverished children in the Caribbean
the gift of an inspired teacher.
Harvard led to Kirkpatrick and

Lockhart, and after more than twenty-
seven years of service with K&L, Bob
cofounded the firm of Hergenroeder,
Rega and Sommer.  He later joined
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott as a partner
before ending his career as counsel at
Morella and Associates.  Bob’s son
Brian, a graduate of Pitt Law, was part
of the last three experiences, and
Brian remembered his dad at the
memorial service as the creator of a
wonderful family with wife Chris and
an extraordinarily gifted legal mentor
in whose footsteps any aspiring young
lawyer would be lucky to follow.  
Although he took great pride in the

mentoring of younger lawyers, Bob’s
passion for professional excellence
led to notable achievements as an
accomplished litigator. Most notably
among them was his successfully
recovering $7.7 million award for
individual investors against Merrill
Lynch in 2003.  As noted in a USA
Today article about the case, at the
time it was one of the largest awards
on record.  His commitment to social
equity found eloquent expression in
service as founding organizer of the
Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Equal Justice Campaign and former
president of Neighborhood Legal 

In Memoriam: Robert B. Sommer

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Sister Janice Vanderneck (center) displays the El Sol Award alongside
friends and colleagues, from left: Maureen Haggarty, Sister Sharon Castello,
Sister Karen Stoila and Anne Caffee. Vanderneck, director of Casa San Jose
and member of Sisters of St. Joseph, received the award at the 2016 
Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration, which was hosted by the Hispanic
Attorneys Committee on Oct. 6 at Olive or Twist in downtown Pittsburgh.

Vanderneck, at left, accepts her
award during the celebration,
citing her numerous supporters
and allies in the ongoing work for
comprehensive immigration reform
in the Pittsburgh area. Vanderneck
has advocated for Latino immigrants
in the areas of civil rights, health
care access, education and
public assistance.

2016 Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration

Continued on page 9
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When circumstances thrust
the legal and medical professions
together in a medical crisis,
Gushard believes professionals
in both fields must respect
each other.
“There has to be more

appreciation and knowledge
on the part of the medical com-
munity as to what’s important
to the legal process, and we
have to understand what
cooperation can be provided
by the medical community to
legal personnel to help ascertain
the patient’s desired outcome
or to achieve the appropriate or
equitable outcome, if no desired
wishes have been stated,” he said.
Zacks, who co-chairs the

firm’s Estates and Trusts
Practice Group, encourages
attorneys to attend this unique
opportunity to interact with
physicians, medical ethicists,
other legal professionals and a
judge to address end-of-life
care through case studies that
will provide realistic and useful
information to enhance
client service.
“As practitioners, we are

skilled at drafting the documents,
but discussing actual scenarios
in which the application of our
work is applied is important,”
Zacks said. “Understanding
the practical application will
make attorneys better 
counselors for clients as 
questions arise during the
completion of health care 
powers of attorney.” n

ACBA/ACMS PROGRAM
continued from page 7

Services, where during his
tenure he appeared before
Congress and successfully
fended off attempts to 
undercut Neighborhood
Legal Services’ funding. 
The final words at the

service belonged to Brian’s
sister Jessica, herself a 
Pitt Law School grad, who
talked about her dad’s
matchless enthusiasm for
life, his zest for intellectual
pursuits, and the limitless
encouragement and support
he provided to his children
and grandchildren.
Speaking at his mother’s

memorial service years ago,
Bob introduced himself as
Gerry Sommer’s son, repeating
her favorite admonition:
always remember who you
are and where you’re from.
He lived his mother’s advice,
steadfastly loyal to his family,
friends and the values that
shaped him as the oldest of
three brothers growing up
in a rambunctious, laughter-
filled house on Custer
Avenue. The boy grew up to
become a remarkable man.
The sunlight captured in

Bob’s smile could truly light
up a room. His untimely death
dimmed the light just a little.
But the legacy of his good
fight is sure to live on – in the
families of the two young
lawyers closest to his heart,
and the many others touched
by his remarkable life. n

SOMMER OBITUARY 
continued from page 8

Dr. Judith Black
Medical Director, Geriatrics Service
Line, Allegheny Health Network

Attorney Gary Gushard
Shareholder at Tucker Arensberg

Dr. Richard Hoffmaster
Director of Palliative Care
Education at the UPMC St.
Margaret Family Medicine
Residency Program

Judge Lawrence O’Toole
Administrative Judge of the
Allegheny County Court
of Common Pleas
Orphans’ Court

Attorney Jillian Zacks
Director at Strassburger
McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky
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Registration information for all programs unless otherwise noted:
Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at

400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.
Credit card registration is also available online at
www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATION

Elder and End-of-Life Care:
The Intersection of Law and Medicine

When law and medicine intersect, numerous legal, ethical and complex
dynamics can emerge. This intersection is most prevalent during elder care
and end-of-life situations. This interactive panel discussion will explore this
dynamic. Speaking will be several respected elder care physicians from the
Allegheny County Medical Society. These physicians will present two case 

studies that deal with issues doctors often confront when caring for patients
nearing the end of life. Attorneys from the Allegheny County Bar Association

will provide input and discussion regarding guardianships, special needs trusts
and right-to-life legal matters. Judge Lawrence O’Toole of the Allegheny 
County Court of Common Pleas Orphans’ Court Division will also provide 

perspective on these unique cases. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from
legal and medical professions regarding these complex issues.

Credits: 2 hours of Substantive CLE credit • When: Wednesday, Nov. 16 • 
Registration: 5:30 p.m. • Time: 6 - 8 p.m. • Where: Rivers Club, One Oxford
Centre, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $80 CLE & Dinner for ACBA members, 
$90 CLE & Dinner for all others, $50 for Dinner Only • Last date to pre-register:
Monday, Nov. 14, 11:59 p.m.

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY
LAW SECTION

Emerging Issues in Oil and Gas Law
While the natural gas drilling business has undergone significant changes in
recent years, it remains a major industry in Western Pennsylvania. Staying 

up-to-date on industry trends is crucial for attorneys practicing environmental,
energy, real estate, business and/or municipal law. This program will offer an
update on emerging issues in oil and gas law, including chapter 78 drilling 

regulations, producer insolvency issues and eminent domain issues. 
Lunch will be provided.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit •When: Tuesday, Dec. 6 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference 
Center, Grant Room, 9th floor, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $40
for Environment and Energy Law Section members, $50 for ACBA members,
$70 for all others • Last date to pre-register: Sunday, Dec. 4, 11:59 p.m.

FAMILY LAW SECTION
Depression, Anxiety and Suicide Prevention

in the Legal Community
Studies have shown that 61 percent of lawyers report having anxiety concerns
and 45 percent report having depression concerns. The suicide rate among
lawyers is the fourth-highest among all professions. Unfortunately, due to
shame and stigma, most lawyers do not seek help, and their mental health

symptoms and conditions remain untreated.  In this seminar, Kristie Knights, a
licensed psychotherapist and the founder and CEO of the iRise Leadership

Institute, will educate attendees and address the difficult topic of suicide as it
arises through secondary post-traumatic stress disorder. She will also discuss

the lack of self-care on the part of some attorneys. Those attending will learn to
understand the symptoms of PTSD, how it impacts their lives and lives of

colleagues. Attorneys who attend can learn to recognize the warning signs of
suicide and how to care for themselves mentally. This program is being presented
by the ACBA Family Law Section to honor the memory of Kristen Humphrey.
The section is subsidizing the cost of the program in honor of Kristen and to

encourage all practitioners to attend this very important program.

Credits: 2 hours of Ethics CLE credit • When: Friday, Nov. 18 • Registration:
12:30 p.m. • Time: 1 - 3 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
Grant Room, 9th floor, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $51 for all
• Last date to pre-register:Wednesday, Nov. 16, 11:59 p.m.

FEDERAL COURT SECTION 
Essentials of Trial Evidence – As Taught by a

Judge and a Teacher of Judges
Do you have courtroom trepidation when it comes to dealing with trial 
objections? Or do you simply need a refresher on the Federal Rules of 

Evidence? This CLE is ideal for attorneys in either situation. This session will
provide attorneys with renewed confidence and practical knowledge of the

Federal Rules of Evidence. Professor David Sonenshein will dissect and explain
the key provisions of the Federal Rules of Evidence through the use of trial
vignettes that portray portions of trial examinations. These vignettes have

been used for more than 30 years to train trial attorneys at America’s largest
firms, bar associations, the U.S. Department of Justice and judges at the 

Federal Judicial Center. Judge Mark Hornak will offer valuable and practical
insight and opinions on key issues and concepts. Program topics include 
opinion testimony, impeachment, character and habit evidence, hearsay 

and electronic evidence.

Credits: 2.5 hours of Substantive CLE credit • When: Thursday, Dec. 8 • 
Registration: 12:30 p.m. • Time: 1 - 3:30 p.m. • Where: Reed Smith Centre,
225 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 • Cost: $85 for Federal Court Section
members, $105 for ACBA members, $125 for all others • Last date to pre-register:
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 11:59 p.m.

LEGAL TECHNOLOGY AND E-DISCOVERY
COMMITTEE 

Basic Excel Skills for Lawyers
Microsoft Excel has many capabilities that go beyond performing simple 

arithmetic. The computer spreadsheet tool can help professionals organize
data, layout chronology, analyze relationships, manage contacts, tabulate

results and query information – to name just a few of its capabilities. But is it a
valuable tool for attorneys? Lawyers who don’t use Excel often feel that they

don’t need it. However, those who know how to use it feel that it is an 
indispensable tool for the daily practice of law. This course connects lawyers
with Excel by teaching them not just keystrokes but also the fundamental 
concepts of the program. Lawyers can then leverage and build upon these 
fundamentals to take their Excel skills to the next level and further increase
their productivity. This is a beginner-level course; there are no pre-requisites.

Attendees should bring a laptop with any version of Excel loaded onto it.
*Lunch will be provided.

Credits: 2 hours of Substantive CLE credit • When: Monday, Dec. 5 • 
Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 2 p.m. • Where: Auditorium at Gulf
Tower, Gulf Building, 707 Grant St., 3rd floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $80
for ACBA members, $100 for all others • Last date to pre-register: Friday,
Dec. 2, 11:59 p.m.

LGBT RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
The Impact of the Religious Freedom Restoration

Act on LGBTQ Rights in Pennsylvania
This program will explore the shifting national landscape of the Religious 

Freedom Restoration Act as it impacts LGBTQ rights. Particular focus will be
given to these impacts in Pennsylvania. Speakers will discuss key statutory and

constitutional provisions, as well as landmark cases that have emerged in
recent years. Speaking will be Bruce Ledewitz, a Duquesne University School of
Law professor, who focuses his scholarship and teaching on state and federal
constitutional law, particularly in religion and the law. Also speaking will be
Sara J. Rose, staff attorney for the ACLU of Pennsylvania, who litigates cases

involving LGBTQ rights, the First Amendment and religious freedom. 
*Reception to immediately follow the program.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Tuesday, Nov. 29 • 
Registration: 4:30 p.m. • Time: 5 - 6 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference
Center, Grant Room, 9th floor, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$35 for ACBA members, $45 for all others • Last date to pre-register: Sunday,
Nov. 27, 11:59 p.m.



Mariah H.
McGrogan has
joined Jackson
Lewis P.C. as an
associate. She
focuses her prac-
tice on represent-
ing employers in
labor and employ-
ment-related liti-
gation in federal
and state courts. 

Christopher D.
Stofko has been
named to the exec-
utive committee of
Dickie, McCamey
& Chilcote, P.C. He
is co-chair of the
firm’s toxic tort
practice group,
and his practice
focuses on the
defense of toxic
tort claims
throughout the
U.S. for a host of

Fortune 100 companies.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Robert Anthony
Hartlage Jr. has been placed on 
temporary suspension in this 
Commonwealth after having been
held in contempt for failure to comply
with requests for records pursuant to
Pa.R.D.E. 208(f)(5). The suspension will
take effect on Oct. 29, and will continue
until further order of the court.
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Christopher
D. Stofko

Max Petrunya,
a partner at
Robert Peirce &
Associates, has
been inducted into
the Academy of
Trial Lawyers of
Allegheny County.
A group of attor-
neys dedicated to
i m p r o v i n g
Allegheny County’s
civil litigation
process, the

academy is committed to preserving
the integrity of the jury system and
the independence of the judicial branch.
It also advocates for the highest
standards of civility, competence and
integrity in the legal practice. Academy
membership is by invitation only and
is limited to 300 attorneys who are
actively engaged in civil trial practice
from both the plaintiff’s and defendant’s
side of counsel table in Allegheny
County in state and federal courts.
Petrunya represents clients in nursing
home litigation, personal-injury cases,
medical malpractice, product liability,
prescription drug claims and long-term
disability cases.

People on the Move

J a m e s
Flinchum, Joshua
D. Brown and
Nicola Henry-
Taylor have joined
Myers Law Group,
LLC. Flinchum
focuses his practice
in the domestic
law area, including
u n c o n t e s t e d
divorces, custody
and support.
Brown fills the

role of the firm’s civil litigation
attorney, focusing his practice on

News and Notes
Joel M. Helm-

rich of Dinsmore
& Shohl LLP was
elected to the
Board of Directors
of the Mediation
Council of Western
Pennsylvania and
re-elected to the
Board of Trustees
for the Western
P e n n s y l v a n i a
School for Blind
Children. The

mediation council provides education
and information about mediation to
the public and provides training for
professional mediators. Helmrich will
serve his 24th year as a board member
for the Western Pennsylvania School
for Blind Children, which offers a full
range of individualized special education
services for students with visual
impairment and provides support and
resources to families and the community.
A partner in the corporate department,
Helmrich advises clients in a variety
of areas, including financial instruments,
business sales and acquisitions and
the sale of distress debt. His practice
includes representing creditors in
state court collection matters, including
mortgage foreclosure actions, and the
areas of Chapters 7, 11 and 13
bankruptcies, out of court corporate
reorganizations and debt restructurings
and commercial collections.

Bridget M.
Gillespie has been
named director of
Western Pennsyl-
vania Services of
the Pennsylvania
Bar Association.
An attorney with
years of litigation
and law-practice-
management expe-
rience, Gillespie is
responsible for
m e m b e r s h i p

development and service and outreach
to lawyers, judges and county bar
associations in the PBA’s 26-county
western region. A shareholder at
Picadio Sneath Miller & Norton PC,
Gillespie concentrates her practice in
representation of insurance carriers
in insurance-coverage and bad-faith
matters and representation of clients
in commercial and tort litigation.

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412)
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

construction litigation, commercial
litigation, energy law and litigation,
personal injury and general civil
litigation. Henry-Taylor joined the firm
as counsel and continues to focus her
practice on criminal and family law.

Mary L.
O’Rourke has
joined Robb
Leonard Mulvihill
as an associate.
Her practice
focuses on com-
mercial litigation,
complex insur-
ance coverage and
extra-contractual
litigation.

David H. Cook
has joined Hous-
ton Harbaugh,
P.C., as a director
in its business law
practice. Cook
serves private and
closely held busi-
nesses as outside
general counsel,
advising on all
aspects of general
corporate and
employment law.
He has worked

with businesses and individuals in a
variety of fields, including emerging
businesses, life sciences, technology
and sports law.
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