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Bankruptcy Symposium to be held virtually in 2020
By Ron Cichowicz

The ACBA Bankruptcy and
Commercial Law Section refused to
allow a once-in-a-century pandemic stop
its 33rd Annual Western District of
Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Symposium.
This year’s event will be a virtual
affair, held Friday, December 11.

“This has been a fantastic year for
involvement,” said Abagale Steidl, an
attorney with Steidl & Steinberg who
serves as vice chair of the Section and
chair of this year’s Symposium. “We did
a number of Zoom planning meetings
and bounced ideas around. We asked
for volunteers to assume responsibility
for putting together the panel discussions,
and ended up with way more people
than panels, which was fantastic.

“Everyone was willing to help by
sending articles and other information
on various cases. We received many
different insights into the planning and
what it is we eventually will present.”

Famous for the quality and timeliness
of its discussions around topics of
strong interest, the 2020 Symposium
is shaping up as one sure to uphold
that tradition. For example, Steidl said
one panel, A Woman’s Place in the
Legal Profession, will critically examine
and discuss the findings of a recent
American Bar Association-sponsored
study that explored the pressures,
internal and external, affecting the
retention of women in the legal
profession.

Additionally, a breakout session
titled A History of the United States
Bankruptcy Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania in Notable
Cases, will discuss past cases from
within the district that have relevance
to attorneys practicing today with a
fun retrospective.

“We have seasoned veteran attorneys
who will talk about bankruptcy and
what it was like back then,” Steidl
said. “We’ll explore why these cases

matter and how they have ‘aged’ over
the years.”

A change to the Symposium this
year is that it will be recorded, so if an
attendee misses a session they may
view it later and receive credit.

Other sessions include: 
• The Honorable Roundtable, an

annual Symposium highlight, features
a discussion with judges from the
Western District of Pennsylvania and
visiting judges who will provide
feedback and tips to promote profes-
sionalism and excellence in bankruptcy
and insolvency practices.

• 2019-2020 Case Law Update,
focusing on important cases and
bankruptcy decisions from the U.S.
Supreme Court, Third Circuit and the
Western District of Pennsylvania
decided over the past year.

• The SBRA-Reflections on the First
Year and a Look Forward, will review
the first year of the Small Business
Reorganization Act, which took effect
February 20, 2020.

• The Impact of COVID-19 on
Restaurant, Retail and Service-Industry
Bankruptcy Cases, discussing various
COVID-19 related issues arising in
restaurant, retail and service-industry
bankruptcy cases.

• Bankruptcy Court Update – How
COVID-19 Changed the Landscape of
Bankruptcy, providing a discussion of
the CARES Act and its impact on
bankruptcy cases and how procedures
associated with COVID-19 are changing
the current and future legal landscape.

• Commercial Real Estate: A House
of Cards?, examining two hypothetical
insolvencies involving commercial
real estate in the COVID-19 era.

• Consumer Hodgepodge, offering
a potpourri of consumer topics, ranging
from updated student loan case law to
the CARES Act and forbearances to
mortgage litigation.

The Symposium regularly draws
approximately 200 participants each
year, including attorneys from both
within and outside the Bankruptcy

Section, with attendees and presenters
from western Pennsylvania and
beyond. In the past few years,
attorneys have traveled to Pittsburgh
for the event from Erie, Johnstown,
Somerset, Philadelphia, West Virginia
and Ohio.

Steidl, the newest lawyer and
youngest person to chair this, the 33rd
Annual Symposium, brings great
enthusiasm – as well as a little history
of her own to the event. Her father,
Ken Steidl, chaired the 2001 Symposium,
held in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist
attack on the World Trade Center.

“So, my dad got to chair the 9/11
Symposium and I get to chair the
COVID-19 Symposium,” she said.

Rather than view the pandemic as a
nearly insurmountable obstacle,
Steidl said she sees some benefits and
some potential to the Symposium.

“This year will eliminate the travel
aspect for attendees, especially for
those participating far away,” she
said. “Also, by going virtual, we can
offer some unique and interesting
sponsorship opportunities, such as
slide shows or presentations between
the panel discussions.”

“We also hope to encourage
interaction. It will be lively and
feature some kind of engagement
between the panelists and viewers.”

The Symposium offers attendees
up to six CLE credits, including five
substantive and one ethics. 

Besides the obvious benefits to the
attendees, ACBA Bankruptcy and
Commercial Law Section Chair Alan
Patterson said sponsorship directly
benefits the general community.

“Sponsorship support helps the
Section achieve its goals of providing
funding for a number of programs
including, but not limited to, NLSA’s
debt clinic to help people with low
income and a substantial contribution
to Attorneys Against Hunger.”

Think you know the history of the Pittsburgh bar?

Ask the author at
free Nov. 17 event
By Brian Knavish

Pittsburgh’s legal community is rich
with history, intrigue and fascinating
stories. The lawyers who paved the
way for the profession in the Steel City
made some famous – and infamous –
decisions along the way. Many shaped
the history of not only Pittsburgh, but
the entire country. 

ACBA member Ron Schuler details
the history of the Pittsburgh legal
community in his book, “The Steel
Bar: Pittsburgh’s Lawyers and the
Making of America.”

Members can join a free, interactive
discussion with Schuler during the ACBA’s
“An Evening with the Author” event
on Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 5 p.m. on Zoom.

During the non-CLE discussion,
Schuler will lead an interactive discussion
about the history of the Pittsburgh

bar, the prominent women and men
who played key roles in the emergence
of the profession, and the profound impact
Pittsburgh lawyers made on history.”

There is no cost to attend thanks
to event sponsor Dollar Bank, but
registration is required. Visit

ACBA.org/Calendar to register or for
more information.

“The Steel Bar” is available for
purchase on Amazon; a portion of the
proceeds support the charitable
efforts of the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation. n

Visit
ACBA.org
for more.

AN EVENING WITH THE AUTHOR
Ron Schuler Discusses ‘The Steel Bar’

Tuesday, November 17  |  5 p.m.  |  Zoom
 

Join fellow ACBA member Ron Schuler
for an interactive discussion on

the history of the Pittsburgh bar.

This free, non-CLE discussion will detail the lawyers, 
events and periods in the rich history 

of the Pittsburgh legal community.

SPONSORED
BY

Continued on page 2

Pictured is a session from last year’s Bankruptcy Symposium. 
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995
kabrown@jonesday.com

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215
deborj@duq.edu

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-606-8387
rhoda.neft@gmail.com

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

November
Amy Coco ................................412-765-3399

Lourdes Sanchez Ridge ..........412-263-1841

John H. Riordan, Jr. ..............412-394-3347

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828
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Steidl, who sits on the committee
for Attorneys Against Hunger, echoed
Patterson’s appreciation for support
received from sponsors and attendees
and cited the regular involvement of
Steidl & Steinberg.

“The firm has remained very
supportive this year as in the past,”
she said. “And not just through
sponsorship. This year every attorney
with the firm volunteered to help
organize a panel discussion.”

Anyone interested in more information
about the Symposium including
instructions on how to register should
visit ACBA.org or contact Abagale
Steidl at 412-391-8000. n

BANKRUPTCY SYMPOSIUM   
continued from front page

Need 
clients?

The Lawyer Referral
Service can help
bring them to you.

For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes

at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org.
To learn more, see

GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Thaddeus Crumbley, Lazzara, J. .......................................................................................................Page 139
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—After Discovered Evidence—Newly Found Witness

Co-defendants convicted of murder file PCRA petitions alleging a new eyewitness to killing was found; after hearing, court finds
the new witness not credible and denies PCRA relief.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Michael James Brooks*, Lazzara, J. .................................................................................................Page 143
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Weight of the Evidence—Hearsay—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Waiver—Authentication

Defendant posted sexually explicit photos of victim on Facebook and the contextual clues in these posts were sufficient to authenticate
that the posts were made by the defendant.

*This opinion was redacted by the ACBA staff. It is the express policy of the Pittsburgh Legal Journal not to publish the names
of juveniles in cases involving sexual or physical abuse and names of sexual assault victims or relatives whose names could be used
to identify such victims.
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Gismondi& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Looking to hire
an attorney,
paralegal, 

legal assistant,
legal secretary or

legal administrator?

Post your employment 
opportunity on
jobs.acba.org.

ACBA Board of Governors authorizes resolution regarding
proposed changes to In Forma Pauperis rules 
By ACBA Staff

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania’s
Civil Procedural Rules Committee has
submitted for public comment changes
to Pennsylvania Rule of Civil Procedure
240 and a new Proposed Rule of Judicial
Administration 1990 (Proposed Rule)
to govern IFP applications. Upon
recommendation of the ACBA Public
Service Committee, the ACBA Board
of Governors adopted a resolution on
Oct. 6 to authorize comments on the
proposed changes, supporting some parts
of the proposed rule and suggesting
changes to others. The proposed rule
change can be viewed here
https://bit.ly/37oKNmt and the board’s
resolution is as follows:
Allegheny County Bar Association
Resolution Regarding Proposed

Changes to Rules Allowing Individuals
Who Cannot Afford the Costs of
Litigation to Access the Courts In
Forma Pauperis

Whereas the Allegheny County Bar
Association (ACBA) has made a com-
mitment to advancing equal access to
justice, as set forth in its mission state-
ment, by “supporting and advocating
for a fair and effective judicial system
that is accessible to every individual
regardless of economic status;” and 

Whereas the bylaws of the ACBA
provide that its Public Service
Committee “shall investigate and
study the problems affecting the
delivery of legal services to indigent
persons and recommend action to
resolve those problems;” and

Whereas the ACBA Public Service
Committee is aware, through its ongoing
work to identify challenges facing
individuals with low incomes as they
attempt to access the courts, that
ability to pay court costs is a barrier
for these individuals to participate in
litigation that impacts their basic
human needs; and 

Whereas the right of individuals to
access the courts, even if they cannot
afford the costs thereof, by proceeding
in forma pauperis (IFP) is a funda-
mental right grounded in Article I,
Section 11 of the Pennsylvania Consti-
tution and the common law, which
ensures that an impoverished person
“still has the right to prosecute his suit
free from costs,” because “no person
should have right and justice denied
or delayed by reason of poverty”1; and

Whereas, the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania’s Civil Procedural Rules
Committee has submitted for public
comment changes to Pennsylvania
Rule of Civil Procedure 240 and a new
Proposed Rule of Judicial Administration
1990 (Proposed Rule) to govern IFP
applications2; and

Whereas, the Proposed Rule contains
some positive changes in that it would
make the IFP process more uniform
across the Commonwealth and more
accessible to individuals with low
incomes by (1) establishing an
automatic right to proceed IFP for
individuals whose incomes are below
200% of the federal poverty guidelines
with assets (other than a home and
one vehicle) less than $10,000, receive

means-based public assistance, or are
receiving free legal services, and (2)
replacing the archaic and demeaning
“in forma pauperis” Latinism with the
clearer phrase “Application to Waive
Fees and Costs”; and 

Whereas, the Proposed Rule also
contains certain problematic provisions
that would make the IFP process
burdensome to individuals with low
incomes and attorneys who represent
them.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that
the ACBA urges the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania Civil Procedural Rules
Committee to amend the Proposed
Rule as follows:
1. Restore the IFP procedure for

clients represented by legal aid and
pro bono attorneys. Current rule
PA.R.C.P. 240 allows a party to obtain
IFP status by filing a praecipe which
contains a certification by the attorney
that he or she is providing free legal
services to the party and believes that
the party is unable to pay the costs.
The Proposed Rule requires that pro
bono and legal aid attorneys submit
a lengthy application form with
supporting documents in addition to
their praecipe. This unnecessary
requirement will undo the simple
practice codified in Pa.R.C.P. 240 and
will place an unnecessary burden on
courts and on the scarce resources of
legal aid attorneys.
2. Ensure that IFP status remains

after counsel withdraws. In cases
where IFP status has been granted
upon the application of counsel providing

free legal services, the IFP status
should remain in effect even if counsel
withdraws unless the court has reason
to believe the person’s financial
circumstances have changed.
3. Remove documentation of

income requirement. The Proposed
Rule requires that individuals applying
for IFP status provide a sworn state-
ment and provide documentation of
income, assets, and expenses. The
applicant’s sworn statement, made
under penalty of perjury, is sufficient.
Requesting additional documents is a
further barrier to access to the courts,
for example, for people who live in
rural areas and cannot easily travel to
court, or for those in urban areas
where the cost of travelling to court is
burdensome. 
4. Eliminate hearing requirement

unless to deny application or when
court deems hearing is necessary.
For those applicants who are not
automatically eligible to proceed IFP,
the Proposed Rule 1990 requires a
hearing. Like the documentation
requirement, a hearing is burdensome
to applicants and should only be
required when the court determines
that it is necessary or prior to denying
an application.
5. Set a standard for determining

“substantial financial hardship” and
exclude relying on friends and family.
For individuals who are not automatically
eligible for IFP status, the Proposed
Rule should include a standard for

Continued on page 6



Page 4 / November 6, 2020

Who will 
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Visit acbainsurance.usi.com/worryless to learn more. Questions?
Call 855-874-0814 weekdays from 8:30–4:30 p.m. (ET)

Disability coverage built for attorneys. 
Exclusive ACBA rates.

Source: Life Happens, Disability Insurance, 2019.

Help protect yourself. Help protect your loved ones.
Think disability insurance 
is just for accidents?

Up to $10,000 a month in Long-Term Disability 
benefits at competitive member-only rates not 
available to the public.

90% of disabilities are caused by illness 
rather than accidents.

Coverage includes “your own occupation” 
definition of disability. That means if a 
disability leaves you unable to perform your 
normal duties, you will not be forced into a 
di�erent line of work.

How long can you go 
without a paycheck?

Coverage built for attorneys.

Visit the website above for current information including features, costs, eligibility, renewability, exclusions and limitations.

Underwritten by New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010 on Policy Form GMR. NEW YORK LIFE and the NEW YORK LIFE Box Logo are trade-
marks of New York Life Insurance Company, registered in the United States and other countries. Other trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

30-Day Free Look

Once coverage is approved, you will be sent a Policiy summarizing benefits. If you are not completely satisfied with the terms of the Policy, you may return it, without claim, 
within 30 days for a full refund. Your coverage will then be invalidated.

AR Insurance License #: 325944 CA Insurance License #: 0G11911 # 1873588
New York Life Insurance Company
51 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10010

Underwritten by:

Administered by:

USI Affinity
14 Cliffwood Avenue, Ste. 310
Matawan, NJ 07747

PHOTOS By CATHy VOLPONI

The Juvenile Court Project, which is located on the 11th floor of the
Koppers Building, was recently refreshed with new paint and carpeting
as part of the overall remodeling of the ACBA/ACBF’s space. The JCP
is a non-profit legal assistance program of the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation. Their mission is to advocate for the interests and protect
the legal rights of indigent parents whose children are the subject of
Juvenile Court dependency and termination of parental rights proceedings
in Allegheny County. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Jury selection, all civil trials and some criminal cases began to take
place at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in downtown
Pittsburgh in late October. Two large jury selection rooms can hold up
to 80 jurors each with adequate space for social distancing. Pictured are
photos of the court’s newly designed temporary space.

Convention Center Trial Space

JCP Refreshed
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Reminders and resources for law firms during the COVID-19 pandemic

By Sean Ginty

As a follow-up to CNA’s “Best
Practices for Law Firms During a
Pandemic,” this article further
addresses issues that law firms
should consider in order to limit their
exposure to professional liability and
other claims.
Increase in Claims: While the full

extent of the economic fallout from
the COVID-19 pandemic is not yet
known, its devastating effects upon
the economy have raised the specter
of a looming recession. Malpractice
claims against lawyers tend to increase
during an economic slowdown. In the
2008-09 recession, and for a couple of
years thereafter, virtually all areas of
practice experienced an increase in
claims. As a result of this pandemic,
the business transactions, real estate,
and wills, trusts, and estates areas of
practice probably will be subject to
some of the highest percentages of
claims. Fortunately, CNA has practice-
specific guidance to offer to lawyers
in these areas of practice including
the following:  Business Transactions
Professional Liability Fact Sheet, Real
Estate Professional Liability Fact
Sheet and Wills, Trusts and Estates
Professional Liability Fact Sheet.
Engagement Agreements: Engage-

ment letters represent an effective
method for minimizing exposure to
legal malpractice claims. Every

engagement letter should include a
well-written “Scope of Representation”
section that clarifies precisely the
legal services that the law firm will
provide. For example, if the law firm
has agreed to represent a client in a
workers’ compensation claim, the
engagement letter should reflect that
scope of the relationship and also state
whether it will advise the client on any
potential third-party claims, or whether
the client should consult with another
law firm regarding that issue. Any changes
to the original scope of representation
during the pendency of the case or
matter must be memorialized and sent
to the client as well. If a law firm
provides legal services outside the
scope of representation and fails to
document such a change in writing to
the client, it renders the scope of
representation null and void and also
expands the risk of a claim for the
law firm. 

Please see the CNA “Lawyers’
Toolkit 4.0: A Guide to Managing the
Attorney-Client Relationship” for
sample language in engagement letters
and other correspondence and please
also see the CNA “Better with a
Letter: Why Attorneys Should Use
Engagement Letters.”
Document Client Files: While the

engagement letter records the
expectations of both parties at the
outset of the representation, other
decisions and circumstances should

be documented as the representation
continues. A well-documented client
file protects the lawyer by preserving
a complete and accurate record of the
representation. Contemporaneous written
documentation may provide critical
support to a lawyer’s defense. The
lawyer should document any advice
provided to a client, especially when
the client fails to heed the advice. The
facts and events surrounding key
decisions in the representation, such
as whether or not to include a specific
allegation, assert one type of defense
over another, call a witness to testify,
or include certain language in a contract,
must be memorialized in writing.
Judges and juries expect lawyers to
maintain well-documented client files.
Factual disputes between a lawyer
and a client where the lawyer has no
supporting documentation often leads
to findings and verdicts adverse to the
lawyer. Please see CNA’s “Ten Tips
to Assist in Avoiding a Malpractice
Claim.”
Conclusion: The COVID-19 pandemic

will almost certainly lead to an
increase in professional liability and

other claims against law firms. By
staying aware of high-risk practice
areas, using engagement letters on a
consistent basis, and documenting
client files, your firm can implement
key risk control measures during these
uncertain and unsettling times. n

Disclaimer: The information, examples
and suggestions presented in this material
have been developed from sources believed
to be reliable, but they should not be
construed as legal or other professional
advice. CNA accepts no responsibility for
the accuracy or completeness of this
material and recommends the consultation
with competent legal counsel and/or other
professional advisors before applying this
material in any particular factual situations.
This material is for illustrative purposes
and is not intended to constitute a contract.
Please remember that only the relevant
insurance policy can provide the actual
terms, coverages, amounts, conditions and
exclusions for an insured. All products and
services may not be available in all states
and may be subject to change without
notice. “CNA” is a registered trademark of
CNA Financial Corporation. Certain CNA
Financial Corporation subsidiaries use the
“CNA” trademark in connection with insurance
underwriting and claims activities. Copyright
© 2020 CNA. All rights reserved.

Sean Ginty is a Risk Control Director for
CNA’s Lawyers Professional Liability
Program. In this role, he manages a
team of highly qualified attorneys who
are responsible for the design, content

L A W  P R A C T I C E  M A N A G E M E N T

Find this page helpful? Want more
information and resources to help 
you run your practice? Check out the
ACBA’s Law Practice Management Center
at ACBA.org/PracticeManagement.

Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 2,000 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 39 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

• Six years (2014-2019) Super Lawyers Selection

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

Continued on page 6
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Are your interests protected? 
Our attorneys can help:

• Obtain a lien
• Expedite resolution
• Mitigate future risk
• Ensure compliance

burnswhite.com

Plainti�s’ Attorneys are Facing 
Aggressive Medicare Lien 

deciding whether to grant such status
on the grounds of “substantial financial
hardship.” The standard should be that
set forth in case law, which establishes
that individuals who cannot meet their
basic life needs (at a minimum, housing,
food, medical care, transportation,
and dependent care) are entitled to
proceed IFP.  This standard should be
adopted with the clear explanation
that only the financial resources of the
party, not friends or family, are
relevant to such a determination.
Such a standard will ensure uniform,
statewide application and will directly
address Justice Wecht’s criticism that
Pa.R.C.P. 240 lacks a codified standard
necessary for adequate appellate
review3. 
6. Clarify that IFP waiver applies

to all costs. The Proposed Rule
indicates that fee waivers granted
under the Proposed Rule apply only to
fees incurred in “commencing” an
action, proceeding or appeal. The
language should make clear that, in
conformity with traditional practice,
any waiver applies to all costs
potentially payable during the litigation
(including, e.g., fees required for filing
an answer, motion fees, security for an
injunction, court transcript fees, fee
for judgment search, certified copy
fees, all other fees) to the court, filing
office, or public officer or employee,
or a contractor thereof.
7. Apply the rule to all types of civil

and criminal cases. Expanding the
scope of the Proposed Rule to cover
not only costs in traditional civil
cases, but also other proceedings,
such as Orphans’ Court, Register of
Wills matters, and criminal cases, in
which filing costs and other imposed

IN FORMA PAUPERIS RULES  
continued from page 3

and distribution of risk control content
relevant to the practice of law. He also
collaborates with executive leadership
from CNA’s underwriting and claims
teams to develop and execute strategies
for profitable growth of the program. Sean
lectures frequently at CNA-sponsored events
and at state and local bar associations
and national seminars hosted by industry-
leading organizations. He also writes
articles focusing on law firm risk control
and professional responsibility issues.
Prior to joining CNA, he served as Chief
of Staff and General Counsel for an
Illinois state agency and practiced law
with a Chicago-based law firm, as well
as serving as conflicts counsel for an
international law firm.

LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 
continued from page 5

fees impair access to justice. This
expanded scope is appropriate
because the Proposed Rule will be a
new Rule of Judicial Administration
applicable to a broader range of
proceedings. As such, the Proposed
Rule should cover fees required to
probate a will, for example, or to file
motions in criminal court, seek post-
conviction relief, initiate appeals from
summary convictions, or petition for
expungements or writs of habeas corpus.
Similarly, the Proposed Rule should
cover fees that impair equal access
such as expungements, Clean Slate,
and fees to obtain copies of records
necessary to apply for or obtain pardons.
Without an IFP rule covering these
items, individuals who cannot pay are
unable to probate wills or seek relief
from the burdens of a criminal conviction,
while individuals with funds can do so
easily. The Proposed Rule should
embrace the fundamental right to
proceed IFP in all types of civil and
criminal cases in order to provide
statewide uniformity and ensure that
all individuals have an accessible and
simplified procedural means to exercise
their right of access to the courts
when they cannot afford to pay.
8. Eliminate payment plans.

Proposed Rule 1990(b)(2)(ii)(B)
applies to applicants who are granted
only a partial waiver of costs, and
allows the court to place such individuals
on payment plans. This option will
create an administrative morass and
lacks any explanation of how to
determine the amount a person should
pay each month, who will collect the
money, the penalties for nonpayment,
such as whether the case will be
dismissed or the individual held in
contempt and incarcerated, and
whether a person could potentially

spend years or decades repaying the
court under threat of punishment for
nonpayment, thus only further
increasing burdens on impoverished
individuals.
9. Simplify the application form.

Revising the application form to make
it shorter and more understandable
to applicants, who will typically be
completing it without legal assistance.
This includes simplifying the organization
and sequencing of the questions,
eliminating possible areas of confusion
(e.g., the phrase “Supplemental Security
Income (Not Social Security)” should
be “Supplemental Security Income
(SSI)”), and ensuring that the language
will be clear to people at lower reading
levels (e.g., avoiding terms such as
“praecipe” and “substantial financial
hardship”) by consulting with a
communications specialist and members
of the public when finalizing the form.
10. Require prominent display to

public. The Proposed Rule should
require all court filing offices to
display prominently information
about the rule in plain and accessible
language so that the public is aware of
the option to access the courts without
cost.

And be it further resolved that the
ACBA President or the President’s
designee is authorized to communicate
the ACBA’s position to the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania Civil Procedural
Rules Committee and to take any
other action in furtherance of this
resolution as may be appropriate and
necessary. n

1 Thompson v. Garden Court, 419 A.2d
1238, 1240 (Pa. Super. Ct. 1980). 

2 https://bit.ly/37oKNmt
3 “IFP status must be considered in light

of the necessities of life, and cannot be
denied because the individual has some

extravagant expense ... or net worth,” Shore
v. Dep’t of Corrections, 179 A.3d 441, 441
(Pa. 2018) (Wecht, J., concurring), and “if
the individual can afford to pay court costs
only by sacrificing some of the items and
services which are necessary for his day-
to-day existence, he may not be forced to
prepay costs in order to gain access to the
courts, despite the fact that he may have
some ‘excess’ income or unencumbered
assets,” Stein Enterprises, Inc. v. Golla, 426
A.2d 1129, 1132 (Pa. 1981).

CONNECT WITH
US SOCIALLY

TWITTER
@AlleghenyCoBar

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/alleghenycountybar
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These are uneasy times. The eviction crisis has begun and it will get much worse. One thing we know
for sure is that supporting Neighborhood Legal Services' Equal Justice Campaign is an effective way to
help our most vulnerable neighbors secure access to justice.  Civil legal aid is a vital component of the
public response to and recovery from the current public health crisis. Legal aid lawyers and pro bono
attorneys can help tenants stay in their homes or transition to alternative stable housing that can help
keep families safe. 

Your donation and volunteerism can be a lifeline for families struggling to make ends meet. 
Please donate online at www.nlsa.us or via the United Way Campaign (Contributor Choice #534).

E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  C A M P A I G N

 J U S T I C E  M A T T E R S !

Small Business Administration clarifies PPP loan rules
By Jana Pail

The Small Business Administration
(SBA) has recently clarified rules with
respect Paycheck Protection Loans
(PPP loans) and changes in borrower
entity ownership when there is an
outstanding unpaid PPP loan. The SBA
considers a change in ownership to be
one of three things: a) a transfer of 20
percent or more of a company’s stock
or ownership interest; b) a transfer of
50 percent or more of a PPP borrower’s
assets measured by fair market value;
or c) a merger by the borrower entity
into another entity. 

The SBA Procedural Notice at
Control No. 5000-20057, became
effective October 2, 2020, and serves
as a guide to lenders, borrowers and
buyers to determine how best to
structure an acquisition through the
PPP loan forgiveness process. The
guidance clarifies the circumstances
under which the PPP loan obligation
will remain with the borrower, and
those in which the buyer must assume
any unpaid PPP loan obligation. The
guidance further clarifies when the
SBA and PPP lenders must be notified
in writing of changes in ownership,
and the circumstances under which
SBA approval of the transaction must
be granted. 

If the PPP loan has been repaid or
otherwise fully satisfied through
forgiveness, no further SBA permission
is required to consummate a change
in ownership. 

If the loan is not satisfied, and the
sale is structured as a sale of stock,
ownership interest or a merger, SBA
permission is required to close the

sale unless the sale is less than 50
percent of stock or the borrower has
completed a forgiveness application
and deposits in an escrow account
with the PPP Lender a sum sufficient
to satisfy the PPP loan. The ultimate
liability for the loan, if not forgiven,
will rest with the borrower/seller. 

If the change in ownership is
structured as an asset sale of more
than 50 percent of the fair market
value of the borrower’s assets, SBA
permission will not be necessary if a
complete forgiveness applicant is
pending and an escrow account is
established with the PPP Lender for
the full value of the outstanding
balance of the PPP loan. The purpose
of the escrow account is to ensure
against the potential that a portion or
all of the loan is not forgiven. The SBA
has 90 days to process a forgiveness
application. The procedural notice is
silent as to who funds the escrow
account, and does not distinguish
between a voluntary sale and an
involuntary sale such as a friendly
UCC Article 9 sale. 

Many questions remain about the
procedural notice and provisions for
avoiding the need for SBA prior
approval, but at least with regard to
asset buyers, the procedural notice is
clear. So long as the forgiveness
application is submitted and the
escrow is established in accordance
with the procedural notice, an asset
buyer does not need to assume the
PPP loan. The seller will retain the
loan, which aligns with the economic
outcomes most likely desired by the
parties. However, barring exigent
circumstances, the parties might

consider reducing risk and avoiding
the hardship of funding an escrow by
delaying the timing of an acquisition
until the PPP loan forgiveness is
granted and funded. 

In certain other scenarios, SBA
permission to change the ownership of
a borrower entity must be sought
through the PPP loan lender. In those
instances, SBA approval will be
conditioned on the buyer’s assumption
of all outstanding PPP loan obligations.
The SBA is permitted 60 days to
process the request for approval of sale. 

In order to obtain the SBA’s
approval for a change of ownership,
the buyer and seller must work with
the PPP lender to submit the following
documents to the SBA Loan Servicing
Center:

• the reason that the PPP borrower
cannot fully satisfy the PPP Note or
escrow the funds;

• the details of the requested trans-
action;

• a copy of the executed PPP Note;
• any letter of intent and the

purchase or sale agreement setting
forth the responsibilities of the PPP
borrower, seller and buyer;

• disclosure of whether the buyer
has an existing PPP loan and, if so, the
SBA loan number; and

• a list of all owners of 20% or more
of the purchasing entity.

The SBA has expressly retained its
right to require additional risk mitigation
measures as a condition of its
approval of the sale. The SBA has also
noted that, unless SBA permission is
not required, i.e., a forgiveness
application is not pending and no
escrow has been funded, a condition to

its approval of any change of ownership
transactions structured as an asset
sale is that the purchasing entity,
either expressly in the definitive
purchase agreement or in a separate
assumption agreement, assume all of
the PPP loan borrower’s obligations
under the PPP loan. 

The updated SBA guidance also
addresses the scenario in which both
the seller and the new owners or
successors in the transaction have
separate PPP loans. In this situation,
the SBA requires the following:

• in the case of a purchase or other
transfer of common stock or other
ownership interest, the PPP borrower
and the new owner(s) are responsible
for segregating and delineating PPP
funds and expenses and providing
documentation to demonstrate
compliance with PPP requirements
by each PPP borrower; and

• in the case of a merger, the
successor is responsible for segregating
and delineating PPP funds and
expenses and providing documentation
to demonstrate compliance with PPP
requirements with respect to both
PPP loans.

Thus, if a client is contemplating an
M&A transaction in which both the
buyer and the seller have PPP loans, it
is important that clients abide by these
strict segregation rules for the PPP
loans following the closing for purposes
of preserving the PPP borrowers’
ability to seek loan forgiveness.

Whether SBA approval is required
to consummate a sale through a
bankruptcy proceeding is an open

Continued on page 10
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Pandemic impacts court reporting industry, too
By Brian Knavish

We know that the courts have been
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic,
but what about court reporters?

“It absolutely had a negative impact
on our business,” said Network
Deposition Services owner Terri Urbash.

NDS is not alone.
“Initially, when it first hit, I feel

like locally we came to a halt,” said
Planet Depos account executive
Cindy Miklos.

Those thoughts reflect the pandemic
experiences of essentially the entire
court reporting industry in Western
Pennsylvania. 

When the coronavirus hit the
region in mid-March, aggressive
restrictions were put into place, and
only life-sustaining businesses were
permitted to operate in Pennsylvania.
People were not permitted to leave
their homes for reasons other than to
get groceries, to go to medical
appointments and the like, which
meant no in-person depositions and no
non-emergency court proceedings.

For court reporting companies, that
all added up to mean virtually no business.

“Before the Governor’s shut down,
my last in-person deposition was on
March 17,” said Constance Lee, owner
of Constance Lee and Company, another
local court reporting firm. “Then all
in-person jobs just dropped off. I
don’t think I had my next in-person
deposition until the end of June, and
since that time, I’ve had only limited
in-persons.”

Urbash recalls having to do a literal
180 in order to adapt. 

“When the Governor announced
that only essential businesses were
permitted to stay open, I was on my way
home from work, and I immediately
turned around to meet with my team
and develop a plan to move forward,
since as a court reporting company we
were still going to need to give our
clients the transcripts, exhibits, and
videos that were in the pipeline of
production,” Urbash recalled. “Our
entire business had to change and we
only had two days to make it happen.”

Logically, the industry’s focus
quickly shifted to remote depositions,
but that was not without its challenges.  

“Realizing remote depositions was
going to be the ‘new normal,’ we did
our research and very quickly became
experts in three new platforms,” said

Urbash. “Our clients also had to learn
how to use new technologies in order
for litigation to move forward. For
example, there were many questions
about presenting exhibits in a remote
environment, and we were able to find
multiple ways to do that depending on
which platform we were using for a
particular deposition or hearing.”

A complicating factor in the shift to
remote depositions was that, before
the pandemic, the swearing-in of
witnesses remotely was not permitted
in Pennsylvania, due to in-person
notarization requirements (except in
situations when an affidavit was
signed by counsel).  

The Pennsylvania Court Reporters
Association began lobbying Harrisburg,
asking Governor Wolf to allow

reporters to swear in witnesses
remotely. In mid-April – nearly a
month after the start of the shutdown
– Governor Tom Wolf ruled that
court reporters would, in fact, be
temporarily allowed to swear in
witnesses remotely.

That helped a bit, but the industry
still suffered. After all, there still were
minimal trials and proceedings.

For Network Deposition Services,
initially “everything” was cancelled,
said Urbash who added that prior to
the shutdown, the company was doing
90 to 120 jobs per week.

“During the shutdown, some weeks
we had none, zero,” Urbash said,
adding she had to temporarily lay off
37 employees. “Then, if we had 20
jobs per week, I was happy.” 

Constance Lee and Company saw a
loss of 30 percent of its gross year-to-
date revenue through October. Quite a
blow for a small business. 

Finally, in recent months, business
has picked up, helped in part to a
backlog of jobs that were put on hold
during the shutdown.

Urbash indicated that Network
Deposition Services’ business is back
to pre-pandemic levels, with roughly

Investment Advice o ered through  
Fragasso Financial Advisors, a registered  
investment advisor.

We guide. For life.®
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PRESENTED BY FRAGASSO FINANCIAL ADVISORS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020 @ NOON EST
https://www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Event-Info/sessionaltcd/CLE201110_SOCIAL

Whether retirement planning for yourself, or perhaps you want to educate  
yourself on Social Security for the benefit of your clients, this webinar  

will provide a comprehensive understanding of Social Security as a retirement  
income source. Everyone has their own retirement goals and timeframes.  

Proper planning can identify the most advantageous strategy for your  
unique situation.This one-hour session will cover many of the most 

 frequently asked questions regarding Social Security, including:

What is your full retirement age (FRA) and when should 
I start receiving this retirement bene t?

Understanding the taxation of Social Security
How does your longevity impact retirement funds?

What do you need to know about spousal and survial bene ts?

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M
Investment Advice o ered through Fragasso Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

LIVE WEBINAR

ACBA CLE
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

1 HOUR 
OF SUBSTANTIVE CLE 

CREDIT 

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

Employment
Where

Meets The Law

Johnston Lykos provides clients with advice, 
counseling and representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including illegal workplace 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation.

Colleen Ramage Johnston Nikki Velisaris Lykos

Pittsburgh, PA

PHOTO COURTESy OF TERRI URBASH

Network Deposition Services personnel conduct a video deposition –
with defense attorneys attending via Zoom – earlier this year.

Continued on page 10

Realizing remote depositions were
going to be the ‘new normal,’ we did
our research and very quickly became
experts in three new platforms.

– Terri Urbash, Owner of
Network Deposition Services

“

”
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Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 

The Honorable
John A. Zottola

The Honorable
John A. Zottola,
Age 63, of Fox
Chapel, passed
away peacefully on
Monday, October
12, 2020, surrounded
by family. Beloved

husband of Marie Zottola (Dillon);
father of John Zottola and Alyssa
Zottola; brother of Annette Zottola and
Mariann Delaney (Brian); uncle to
Vincent and Domenica Delaney. Born
and raised in Highland Park/Stanton
Heights, John was part of a big loving
family that spent Sundays around the
table with food, family and conversation.
After attending Central Catholic High
School in Oakland, John attended the
University of Pittsburgh, earning a B.A.
in History, and then attended the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Starting out in the Allegheny County
District Attorney’s Office, John worked
passionately as an assistant district
attorney to seek justice for victims.
After working in the District Attorney’s
office, John decided to explore civil
practice at the firm of Robb Leonard
and Mulvihill, where he practiced
civil defense for five years while also
serving as Chairman of the Zoning
Board. He served as Chief of Staff for
Pittsburgh’s first female mayor,
Sophie Masloff. After many years of
public service, John decided to launch
a successful campaign for judge. He
was elected on his first try in 1993 and
served on the Bench for 27 years.

John served both as a judge in the
Criminal and Orphans’ Court Division.

John was an even-tempered, level-
handed jurist that was incredibly
passionate about his work in the Mental
Health Court and Veterans Court. He
wanted to do more for the defendants
who entered his courtroom, especially
those suffering mental illness. He
served as the judge for the mental
health court for eight years. He then
specifically sought to help our veterans
suffering from mental illness and
other disabilities by founding the
Allegheny County Veterans Court.
Throughout his work on both the mental
health court and Veterans Court John
saw individuals rotating through the
criminal justice system not as just
defendants, but people who needed
prolonged effective help. He used to
joke that Veterans Court was much like
“Night Court” and that he was the referee
to make sure that the individual got
the best treatment and support they
needed. As his dear friend Robert Del
Greco Jr. said “Judge Zottola’s Veterans
Court positively impacted so many lives
and was the model for similar courts
nationally. Johnny Z had an unparalleled
judicial temperament and an extraor-
dinary intellect. His steady hand and
cordial essence will be sorely missed.”

Outside the courtroom, John loved
spending time with his family. He was
passionate about gardening and his fig
tree. He loved to go for walks around
his neighborhood and travel to visit his
son in Chicago. John was a phenomenal
cook and was known for fantastic
dishes, always giving guests more
than a day’s worth of leftovers. John
was a proud member of the Spigno-
Saturnia Italo-American Society,
following in his father, Vince, and
mother Judy’s, footsteps. n

In Memoriam Welcome New Members
The following new ACBA members

were approved at the Sept. 1 and Oct.
6, 2020 Board of Governors meetings:

Active Members:

Anne Bryson Bauer, Mark E.
Casper, Jr., Carmen J. Nocera, Britt J.
Rossiter, Jeffrey J. Ruder, Tausha
Saunders, Alexander M. Shaen, Stacy
Seiden Siegal.

Associate Members:

Benjamin J. Ginsberg, Sheila M.
Goldberg and Beth L. Silver.

Government/Legal Services 
Members:

Melaniesha L. J. Abernathy,
Jacqueline C. Brown, Joshua M.
Davis, Deborah R. Gross, Logan L.

Lewis, Amber L. Owens, Jared C.
Quinn.

Law Student Members:

Michelle W. Atem, Caroline G.
Bailey, Alexa Beining, Emilia Beuger,
Deja L. Bryant, Gloria Chibueze-
Azinge, Matthew C. Christoph, Brooke
A. Christy, Kristian E. Crosbie,
Katelyn L. DiBenedetto, Elliot W.
DiGioia, Kaleigh Dryden, Molly
Ennis, Joseph W. Ferari, Marie Feyche,
Mallory L. Friday, Sandrine A. Gibbons,
Wilson Guarnera, Katherine A. Guzzi,
Tanner Harris, Boutros Imad, Thaddeus
J. Kotarski, Kaitlin Kramer, Demi
Kuczala, III, Delaney Lantz, Wesley
W. Li, Matthew R. Mangapora, Fred J.
Porter, Evan M. Sebio, Richard Senior,
Amanda N. Shields, Brenton C. Sige,
Xander B. Silva, Shannon Spence,
Veronica Vivero-Condon, Kevin Wrabley.

xxx/qjuutcvshimfhbmkpvsobm/psh0uzqf
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Founded on the principles of hard work and excellent customer service, since 2002 

 we have been providing superior investigative services to our clients and yours. 

CONTACT US TODAY

412.364.8034  PITTSBURGH
LICENSED IN PA, NJ, WV AND TN

PHILADELPHIA  610.233.5412

question, as both the Procedural
Notice and the PPP loan forgiveness
process are without significant
precedent. While the new guidelines
from the SBA have provided some much
needed guidance for PPP borrowers
with pending M&A transactions, a
number of open questions remain
about the loan forgiveness process:

• How do these rules apply to
change of ownership transactions that
already closed before the new guidance
was issued?

• What are the consequences of
failure to obtain SBA consent, either
prior to or after issuance of the new
guidelines? Is forgiveness precluded
in such a scenario?

• Are there potential successor
liability or fraudulent transfer risks
for the buyer if SBA consent is
required but not obtained? If so, what
are they?

• What are the risks to the lender if
the rules are not strictly adhered to?

The SBA continues to issue rules
and guidance as needs are identified
and events unfold. Counselors should
monitor updates carefully and regularly. 

The Paycheck Protection Program
has funded $525,012,201,124.00 in
loans with the average size being
$100,729, and thousands of clients are
now entering the loan forgiveness
application stage. n

Pail represents clients in bankruptcy
proceedings, corporate restructurings
and insolvency litigation at Whiteford,
Taylor & Preston.

PPP LOAN RULES 
continued from page 7

70 percent of the company’s work
being in-person jobs. Lee said that her
workload is back, though the majority
of her jobs are still remote depositions.

One interesting dynamic: some
attorneys – even some veteran attorneys
– now prefer remote depositions.
It’s no longer just a necessary
pandemic evil.

Lee has had lawyers – who previously
preferred doing things the old-fashioned
way – tell her “I may never do an
in-person deposition again.”

“I absolutely believe they’re here to
stay,” said Miklos. “I definitely have
some clients who want to get back to
‘normal’ with in-person depositions.
And there are some depositions where
the attorney really wants to be in the
room and read the body language of
the witness … but I’m very impressed
with how many clients are adapting
to it.”

But, for remote depositions to
become the norm, the state requirements
will have to change.

“The biggest thing that people
aren’t thinking of is that as soon as the
Governor lifts the restriction on us
being able to administer the oath
remotely, a lot of remote depositions
will stop again,” said Lee. “Now is the
time that we should be petitioning the
Governor to make remote swearing-in
of witnesses permanent.” n

COURT REPORTING INDUSTRY
continued from page 8

PA Supreme Court Advisory Council
develops guidance for judges handling
guardianship cases

By Stacey Witalec

In an effort to help judges navigate
the complex issues involved in
guardianship cases, the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court’s Advisory Council on
Elder Justice in the Courts has
published the first edition of the
Pennsylvania Guardianship Bench
Book. The book can be found at
www.pacourts.us/assets/files/resource-
10912012/file-10135.pdf.

“Guardianship is a critical legal
tool to assist persons with diminished
capacity or persons with a disability in
managing their affairs. Determinations
of whether a guardianship is appropriate,
or how to arrive at the least restrictive
form of guardianship, involves the
striking of a balance between protection
and autonomy, and has always been a
challenging inquiry,” said Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Justice Debra Todd.

Serving as a valuable resource for
Pennsylvania’s Orphans’ Court judges,

the bench book reflects the accumulated
wisdom of judges and practitioners
who focus on guardianships. It is a
comprehensive reference guide that
outlines the laws pertaining to
guardianships, offers alternatives to
guardianships and provides guidance on
how to identify and appoint guardians.

Resources such as this bench book
supplement the numerous continuing
education programs that the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court
requires all Pennsylvania jurists to
complete each year. While these courses
cover an extensive range of judicial
topics, recent focuses in 2020 have
included family law (including divorce
and custody), landlord/tenant law and
trauma victims in the courtroom. n

If you have an idea for a
substantive law article or 
would be interested in

authoring one, please email 
Jennifer Pulice at jpulice@acba.org.

Wonder if your decisions, legal advice or 
other professional actions are ethical?

Members can get consultation on their legal actions and
potential actions through the ACBA Professional Ethics
Hotline. See ACBA.org/OfficerAssignments for details. Visit us today at ACBA.org.
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CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION from the
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

The ACBA has nearly 100 previously recorded O N L I N E  C L E s  in dozens of practice areas ready to be viewed 
24/7 from anywhere at cle.acba.org. View anytime, anywhere.

Earn CLE credits in real-time with our  L I V E  W E B I N A R  C L E s  virtually via Zoom. Register today at ACBA.org.

The Impacts of COVID-19 on the 
Construction Industry
Wednesday, December 9  |  2 p.m.
3 Substantive Distance Learning credits

All About Deeds
Thursday, December 10  |  Noon
2 Substantive Distance Learning credits
*Free for ACBA Real Property Section Members

Bankruptcy Symposium
Friday, December 11  |  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Up to 6 hours of CLE credit

#ElderLaw – An Overview of Elder Law
Monday, December 14  |  Noon
1 Ethics, 1 Substantive Distance Learning credits

Trip-and-Fall Hazards: A Closer Look
Thursday, December 17  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

A Look at the Updated ACBA Advance 
Directive Forms
Thursday, January 14  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION from the
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

The ACBA is now
accredited as a

West Virginia CLE provider.

The Biology and Psychology of Decision-making;
How Lawyers Can Improve Interpersonal Skills
Monday, November 9  |  Noon
1 Ethics Distance Learning credit

Understanding Social Security Bene�ts for You 
and Your Clients
Tuesday, November 10  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

Using Drones for Medical Purposes, Including 
COVID Response
Wednesday, November 11  |  1 p.m.
1.5 Substantive Distance Learning credits

The Latest in Accident Investigations, Evidence 
Gathering and EDR Analysis
Thursday, November 12  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

Working with the News Media: How to Make 
the Most of Media Interviews
Tuesday, November 17  |  9 a.m.
1.5 Substantive Distance Learning credits

The Convergence – Where E-Discovery and 
IT Intersect
Wednesday, November 18  |  Noon
1 Ethics Distance Learning credit

Environmental Site Assessments and the All 
Appropriate Inquiry Rule
Thursday, November 19  |  Noon 
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

Balancing Acts: Navigating Employment Laws 
and Caregiver Needs in the COVID Era
Friday, November 20  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

LGBT Employment Rights in the United States
Monday, November 30  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

Right-to-Know Law for the non-Right-to-Know 
Law Attorney
Friday, December 4  |  Noon
1 Substantive Distance Learning credit

Preparing and Presenting Demonstrative 
Evidence: Persuasion, Use of Technology and 
Ethical Boundaries
Tuesday, December 8  |  Noon
1 Ethics Distance Learning credit



Page 12 / November 6, 2020

SMGG Weber’s practice will focus on
commercial real estate, corporate
transactions and formation and general
civil litigation matters.

The law firm
Rothman Gordon,
P.C. announced that
Richard Gaitens,
J. Black and Noah
Jordan have been
promoted to Non-
Equity Partners.
Gaitens practices
Workers’ Compen-
sation Law. Black
practices Employ-
ment Law and
Jordan practices

Employment and Labor Law.

Pittsburgh divorce attorney Megan
A. DelVecchio joins Pollock Begg as an
associate attorney. DelVecchio brings
extensive trial experience, specialized
training in mediation and skilled
negotiation techniques for settling
cases collaboratively to her comprehensive
family law practice.

People on the Move
Littler has appointed Shareholder

Theodore A. Schroeder (Pittsburgh)
as co-chair of its award-winning
Career Advocacy Program (CAP).
Schroeder has been a shareholder
Advocate since 2014. Additionally, he
serves as the office managing share-
holder of the Pittsburgh office and is
co-chair of Littler’s Associates Committee,
which advocates for associate issues
related to performance and training.
In his litigation practice at the firm,
Schroeder represents employers in
both single-plaintiff and class action
employment disputes. He has litigated
cases through trial in the jury, nonjury
and employment arbitration settings
and also handles matters requiring
emergency injunctive relief. 

S t rassburger
McKenna Gutnick
& Gefsky has
announced Christi
M. Weber has
joined its Pitts-
burgh-based office.
Weber comes from
a reputable back-
ground in commer-
cial real estate,
corporate transac-
tions, municipal
law, title review,

and general civil litigation matters.
She also routinely represents property
developers in the acquisition, financing,
construction, zoning, and permitting
of properties. Weber also has experience
in representing lenders, landlords,
tenants, and corporate entities. At

Bar Briefs

Alternative Dispute Resolution Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

(412) 338-1100 | www.rothmangordon.com

RG
othman
ordon

Rothman Gordon is now 
o ering Virtual Mediation.
“Seamlessly, Steve was able to handle both mediations via video 
conference, allowing the parties to resolve their disputes e ectively and 
without delay in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.”
       - Stephanie Solomon, Esq., HKM Employment Attorneys, LLP

“Lou helped us settle a high-exposure and complicated matter with ease 
and grace. Whether via Zoom or in person, I have full con dence in his 
ability to help resolve di�cult issues and keep all parties satis ed with 
the experience and the results.” 
       - Dana Feinstein, Esq.,  Holland & Knight

            

Our Health Care Power of Attorney and Living Will 
documents are available on the ACBA website for free 

at ACBA.org/POA-Living-Will.

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified 
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The 
Pittsburgh Presbytery Foundation can provide a means
to support charitable work helping those in 
need throughout SW Pennsylvania. For more information
contact the Foundation at www.pghpresbytery.org/
pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at
412-323-1400 Ext 318.

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE IN MT. LEBANON – Workspace
sharing designed for lawyers! Newly renovated:19 private
offices and shared 3 conference rooms, reception area,
kitchen and parking. Starting at $599/month. Daily,
weekly, virtual offices available. 412-253-4622 -
ogclaw.net/law-office-spaces.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-921-
4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.
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Frank, Gale,
Bails, Murcko &
Pocrass, P.C. is
pleased to announce
that Elizabeth A.
Parker has joined
the firm as associate
attorney. Parker is
a 2012 graduate of
the Duquesne Uni-
versity School of
Law and a 2008
graduate of Temple

University. She brings over eight
years of experience in all aspects of
family law.

Change in Status
By Order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania dated October 15, 2020,
Allegheny County attorney Anthony
Charles Mengine has been reinstated
to active status from a nine month
suspension, effective upon compliance
with attorney registration requirements. 

Elizabeth A.
Parker 


