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50/60 Practitioners 
Nov. 26 to be a night to celebrate, reminisce
Without a doubt, the annual 50- and

60-Year Practitioners Award Ceremony
is one of the highlights of the bar year.
An evening for the ACBA to celebrate
its members who have practiced law
for 50 or 60 years, this year’s celebration
will be held in the Duquesne Club in
downtown Pittsburgh from 5 to 7 p.m.
on Monday, Nov. 26. All ACBA members
are invited to attend this free event;
no RSVP is needed.
Leading up to the event, we asked

this year’s honorees to look back on
their careers and share their insights
with us. Below is a sampling of their
responses, paired with photos from
their earlier days of practicing law.
We hope you’ll join the celebration
and reminisce with them in person.

As a young attorney, who was
your mentor? How did this person
influence your career?

Dick Thornburgh
60-year practitioner
In the spring of 1959, I joined the

Pittsburgh law firm now known as

K&L Gates LLP. For the next 10 years,
my career was enhanced by the
mentorship of Thomas W. Pomeroy
Jr. – who later was a justice of the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Justice
Pomeroy was a model of ethical
behavior and a leading litigator who
insisted upon the highest standards of
the legal profession. Thanks to his

encouragement, I became involved in
providing legal services for the poor,
and I was privileged to be one of the
incorporators of Neighborhood Legal
Services of Pittsburgh. I owe much
to this man who introduced me to
public service.

Continued on page 6

31st Annual Bankruptcy Symposium to include
an ethics cautionary tale, 5 substantive CLEs
By Zandy Dudiak

Among the several topics
being covered at this year’s
bankruptcy symposium are
landmark cases heard by the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania,
proposed complex Chapter 11
procedures and a cautionary
tale from a former attorney
who crossed the line when it
came to professional ethics. 
Presented by the ACBA’s

Bankruptcy and Commercial
Law Section of the ACBA, the
31st Annual Western District
of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy
Symposium will provide up to
five hours of substantive CLE
credit and one hour of ethics
CLE credit.
“There are some sessions

that are different from what
we’ve done in the past,” said
Keri Ebeck, symposium chair.
“It will be interesting for first-
timers and those who come
back every year.”
Mark Yochum, the recently

retired Duquesne University
School of Law professor who
had regularly entertained and
educated while discussing
ethics at the symposium, is not
participating this year. While
Yochum’s trademark humor
will be missed, Ebeck had the
perfect person in mind to
handle the ethics session.
About three years ago at a
conference in Washington,
D.C., she heard former attorney
Rashmi Airan speak about her

personal experiences with
ethical decisions. 
“I thought she was fantastic,”

Ebeck said. “I think it hits home
as real life what can happen as
a lawyer.”
In a nutshell, during the

housing boom in Miami, Airan
began working with a real
estate developer who later
engaged in questionable
business practices. She chose
not to question her client’s
behavior despite her inner

voice screaming, “ask questions!”
For her involvement, she was
sentenced to six months in
federal prison and received a
$19-million judgment against
future earnings, along with
required community service
hours and three years of
supervised release.
Airan is looking forward to

her first visit to Pittsburgh
and sharing her story. In her
presentations, integrity and
ethics are at the core. Airan

said after nearly all her talks,
she’s been approached by
attorneys who find themselves
in similar predicaments.
“Most of us professionals,

certainly lawyers, aren’t aware
of the moral consequences of
what we’re doing,” Airan said.
“All of us are good people who
can make a bad decision at any
time. Somewhere, I went off
path. If I can stop one person
from getting in trouble, it’s
worth it.”
Airan has turned her

experience into a positive. In
just over two years, she has
given 75 speeches to profes-
sionals in many different
industries. She’s also done
TED Talks, consulting, training
and is writing a book.
“I really believe mine is a

story of redemption,” Airan said.
With Airan’s story fresh in

their minds, Ebeck recommends
that attendees stay for the last

session of the symposium –
Bankruptcy Crimes and Conse-
quences, which will focus on
what to do if an attorney sus-
pects that a client is committing
a bankruptcy crime and how to
make sure they don’t unknowingly
assist a client in committing
one. Moderated by Attorney
Michael Eisen, the speakers
include U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Judge Gregory L. Taddonio and
attorneys Lois Vitti and Bran-
don Verdream. The discussion
will include several high-profile
bankruptcy cases, including
that of Abby Lee Miller of
“Dance Moms” fame.
Ebeck and Bankruptcy and

Commercial Law Section Chair
Luke Sizemore agree that the
two-part session on The
District’s Financial Courts:
Bankruptcy and The Economy
of Western Pennsylvania is one
not to miss. Ebeck said the
session essentially is a contin-
uation of a program presented
earlier this year as part of the
Western District’s bicentennial
celebration series. She said
there was so much material
related to these cases that the
panel didn’t get to everything
during the June presentation.
“I’m particularly excited

about this financial session led
by (U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Judge) Jeffery Deller to see
what lessons they learned and
how to apply it to our own
practices,” Sizemore said.

If you’re going
What: 31st Annual 
Bankruptcy Symposium
When: Friday, Dec. 7, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: The Westin 
Convention Center Hotel,
downtown Pittsburgh
To register: ACBA.org
Let’s party: The Section’s
holiday party will 
immediately follow

Rashmi Airan

Continued on page 11

50-YEAR HONOREES
Joseph J. Bonistalli
Hon. Robert J. Cindrich
Herbert Bennett Conner
James David Elder
Alan H. Finegold
Duke George
William A. Goyette
Stuart N. Hutchison, III
Louis B. Kushner
Charles H. Lehman
Thomas E. Lippard
Louis B. Loughren
John R. McGinley, Jr.
Hon. Terrence F. McVerry
Hon. Robert C. Mitchell
Jeffrey C. Munnell

Hon. Lester G. Nauhaus 
David L. Robertson
Paul M. Singer
Robert J. Tate
Thomas M. Thompson 
Edward C. Wachter, Jr.

60-YEAR HONOREES
Barton Z. Cowan
Hon. Gustave Diamond
Hon. S. Louis Farino
Samuel S. McKenney 
William W. McVay
Harvey E. Robins
Hon. Richard L. Thornburgh 
Byron D. Xides
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

November
Amy Coco ................................412-765-3399

John H. Riordan, Jr. ..............412-394-3347

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Allen Wade, Borkowski, J. ...................................................................................................................Page 225
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—Evidence—Constitutional Issue (Due Process)—Frye Hearing—Relevance—
Expert PowerPoint Out with the Jury—Polygraph

Multiple evidentiary issues related to lengthy double homicide case.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Michael McMillan, Mariani, J. ...........................................................................................................Page 238
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Juvenile Lifer—Failure to Appoint Mitigation Expert

Former juvenile, sentenced to 30 years to life for 2nd degree murder, challenges imposition of life sentence and failure to provide funds
for mitigation expert.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Robert Minor, Lazzara, J. ...................................................................................................................Page 241
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Waiver

A challenge to insufficient evidence, without detailing what element(s) of crimes were not proven, waives issue for appellate review.

Paul Lowe v. Mark Lazzaro, Sr., Hertzberg, J. ..............................................................................................................................................Page 243
Breach of Contract—Statute of Frauds—General Warranty Deed—Specific Performance

Court entered non-jury verdict in favor of Plaintiff who allegedly sold real property to Defendant for $100.00 plus unpaid liens pursuant
to verbal agreement. Defendant prepared, had signed and recorded a general warranty deed to the property reciting $100.00 price.
Defendant failed to pay liens. Plaintiff sued to recoup the payment thereof by Plaintiff. Defendant raised statute of frauds defense
which was rejected by the trial judge.

Need
clients?
The Lawyer Referral
Service can help
bring them to you.

For details, contact 
Whitney Hughes
at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org.
To learn more, see 

GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.

The Pittsburgh Legal Journal provides ACBA members with timely,
precedent-setting, full text opinions, from various divisions of the Court
of Common Pleas. These opinions can be viewed in a searchable format 

on the ACBA website, www.acba.org.
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412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury
I know you came 
to mediation to

I’ve mediated over 700 cases. With skills 
built case by case and honed over years 
of experience, I have the knowledge to 
guide the parties to settlement.

I’ve mediated them all – class actions 
and multiple-party cases, numerous 
sexual harassment, discrimination, 
and other employment cases, plus 
commercial and tort cases, such as 
franchise, contract, construction, and 
business and corporate disputes.  
The list is long. 

I have seen firsthand the impact dispute 
resolution can have. I have lectured on 
mediation to Palestinian lawyers and 
judges in Ramallah and former child 
soldiers in Liberia.

Put my experience to work for your 
clients. Let me help you reach an 
agreeable solution for all parties.

SETTLE.
LOUIS B. KUSHNER

Alternative Dispute Resolution Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

(412) 338-1100 | www.rothmangordon.com

With 15 years of Dept. of Justice experience,
Judge Phipps joins Western District of PA
By Chris Foreman

In moving to the Pittsburgh area
six years ago, Peter J. Phipps found a
place he and his family could call home.
Now, as the newest U.S. District Judge
for the Western District of Pennsylvania,
he has a lifetime appointment to be in
public service locally.
Phipps, 45, was sworn in to his seat

on the federal bench on Oct. 23, 12
days after the U.S. Senate confirmed
via voice vote his nomination by
President Donald Trump. Since 2003,
he had been a U.S. Department of
Justice senior trial counsel in the civil
division of the federal programs
branch. He began his tenure in
Washington, D.C., then came to
Pittsburgh in 2012.
Almost two decades ago, he was a

law clerk for Columbus-based R. Guy
Cole Jr., who now is the chief judge on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Circuit.
“I’ve always been happy to be a

part of this process in the federal court
system, and I was grateful to receive
consideration to be a judge,” Phipps said.
Born at Dyess Air Force base in

Abilene, Texas, Phipps said his family
moved a lot because of his father’s
military service. He sought a transfer
to Pittsburgh because his wife has
family in the region, and the plan then
was to set roots here. Phipps and his
wife and five children now are happy
to call the Pittsburgh region home.

“It’s just a great place for our family;
phenomenal,” he said of the region.
“One of the very appealing things about
Pittsburgh was its sense of community,
and I knew when we had a family, I
wanted a sense of community.”
After earning undergraduate degrees

in physics and history at the University
of Dayton, Phipps graduated from
Stanford Law School in 1998. He said
he was captivated by the importance
of justice, so becoming an attorney
was appealing because he enjoys
learning about different points of
conflict and coming to a resolution.
As a government lawyer, he sometimes

had to travel throughout the country

because of the Justice Department’s
nationwide jurisdiction. His role
involved defending federal statutes,
regulations, policies and programs
against constitutional and administrative
law challenges.
Several of the cases Phipps worked

on spanned several years. For about
a decade, he defended the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development following a class-action
lawsuit concerning claims of racial
discrimination in Baltimore. After two
trials, the case ended in a settlement.
More recently, Phipps was involved

in defending the constitutionality of
the Professional and Amateur Sports
Protection Act, which Congress passed
in 1992, after New Jersey officials
started a push in 2012 to permit sports
gambling in that state. The NCAA and
the major professional sports leagues
opposed New Jersey’s efforts, but the
U.S. Supreme Court ultimately struck
down PASPA in May.
In his past job, Phipps said, he

considered it important to represent
the federal government’s interests,
even if those positions did not prevail.
During his 15-year tenure, he worked
under six attorneys general through
three presidential administrations.
“I’ve defended programs and policies

for each one of them,” he said. “It didn’t
matter if I agreed with them. It was
(about) this adherence to the law.”
Phipps’ nomination sprang from

vetting through a bipartisan effort by

Senators Bob Casey and Pat Toomey
to solicit candidates to fill vacancies
on the federal bench in the state. A
20-member panel for the Western
District is headed by co-chairpersons
Michael Adams of Mike Adams &
Associates and Heather S. Heidelbaugh
of Leech Tishman. Trump nominated
Phipps in February, with both senators
backing his candidacy.
Heidelbaugh said Phipps has a

superior educational background and
unique experience in the law. 
“I think he’s of extraordinary

intellect,” she said. “I think he has a
tremendous demeanor and respect for
the law.”
After the confirmation, Casey stated

that he thought Phipps’ trial experience
would serve him well on the federal
bench. Toomey, in a statement, said he
had “no doubt that he will serve
the Western District with integrity
and fairness.”
Phipps is one of three new judges

in the Western District this year.
Judge Susan Paradise Baxter, a
Latrobe native, is serving in Erie,
while Judge Marilyn Horan, formerly
a Butler County Common Pleas
judge, was confirmed to join the
bench in Pittsburgh.
“It’s nice, also, to be a part of that

crew to give some relief to the dockets
that the current judges have, and I’m
excited to do it,” Phipps said. “It’s
nice to come on board, and I’m ready
to work.” n

Hon. Peter J. Phipps
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HOW ABOUT A  401K PLAN THAT
SAVES YOU MONEY?

WHAT IS THE BAR 
RETIREMENT PLAN?

WHO BENEFITS?

Do Less + Pay Less = Get More

�e Bar Retirement Plan provides a streamlined solution for employers to create and 
maintain a tailored 401k plan, while shi�ing many of the traditional burdens to third 
parties. Participation in a larger group creates purchasing leverage through economies of 
scale. �e plan is easier and it saves money while providing sought a�er feature �exibility. 

To nd out more, contact Bill Stapp or David Wentz at (800) 683-3440  | bar@taxfavoredbene ts.com

the past there are any number of people
who will tell you that nobody gets a job
from the Want Ads (or the job boards).
The only way to get a job is through
networking, ‘they’ say. So, as a job
seeker you are left to wonder … is
there any point at applying to jobs on
job boards? Does anyone really get
hired from these postings?
Rest assured, the answer is a

resounding YES. As a recruiter, these
job boards are my most used tools.
However, there are some things you
should understand as a job seeker that
will greatly increase your chances for
getting noticed, interviewed, and even-
tually hired from a job posting online.

Looks matter (your resume’s, that is)

The good news and bad news for
recruiters is that when we place postings,
we usually get numerous resumes in
response. But remember; the company
has a legitimate hiring need and if you
have the skills and experience then
your only real hurdle is getting the
recruiter’s attention. In the ‘old days’
you did this by mailing a very attrac-
tively formatted resume on good quality
stock paper personally addressed to
the hiring manager. This is still the
right idea, except you will be likely
emailing your resume instead of mailing
it. Make sure your resume is the best
possible visual representation of your
professionalism, attention to detail,
computer skills, and creativity (if
applicable). If a recruiter has fifty
resumes to go through in fifteen minutes,

they will start with the ones that look
professional and attractive.

Keywords matter

In many instances both the recruiter
and the recruiter’s applicant tracking
system (ATS) will scan through resumes
more quickly by picking out certain
words in your resume that correspond
to the job requirements. Think of it like
a mini search engine optimization
project. If the job calls for a project
manager with a PMP certification,
experience managing software devel-
opment teams, and preferably some
hands on knowledge with lean processes
or Six Sigma certification, and you
have all these requirements you are
best served by making sure you use the
same language as the hiring manager.
It’s a good idea to review your resume
and tailor it to match the requirements
and keywords of the position you want.
After all, there’s no way you will be
able to put every detail of your career
in two pages so it’s simply a matter of
including the details that are most
relevant to your new job.

Cover Letters

Some job boards require cover
letters and some just make it optional.
Make it your personal mission to
always include a personalized cover
letter that specifically references the
needs of the position and how you
meet them. Do your best to find out
who the hiring manager is so you can
address it directly to her/him.

Show your research skills

Again, getting a job from a post is
all about differentiating yourself. One
thing that will do this is if you do some
research and drop it into your cover
letter. There are countless ways to
find out more about the company;
utilize various search engines or job
information boards to include some
information about why you want to
work for this particular company. This
will get you attention.

Who you know can help

“They” are not wrong when they say
it’s not what you know, it’s who you
know. Fortunately, in today’s job search
environment, you probably know more
people than you think. When you have
found a job you are really excited
about, it never hurts to check out how
you are connected to the company or
hiring managers on LinkedIn. This can
be a great way to either find out more
about the company, or even to broker
an introduction. As with any networking,
be reciprocal in your approach, and
you will be amazed at not only who you
will meet, but how many people you
are in a position to help in return.
So yes, yes, yes! Peruse the job

boards. There wouldn’t be so many if
they didn’t work. In my experience, I
personally fill about 70 percent of my
requisitions through job boards, and I
don’t see that changing any time soon.
Someone is going to get hired, so
change up the odds to make it you! n

Five ways to get hired when submitting
your resume through a job board
With more than 130,000 hits over

the past year, the ACBA Job Board has
proven to be a very valuable resource
to firms looking to attract new talent.
More than 175 offers of full-time
employment were extended last year
as a result of matches that were made
using the ACBA Job Board. However,
one of the most frequently asked
questions I receive as the director of
the Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Legal Employment Services is how
folks can successfully land a job when
applying through a job board. Today,
guest columnist Carrie Maldonado
weighs in on five ways to up your odds
when submitting your resume through
a job board. Maldonado is a certified
HR Professional, executive coach and
CV writer. This article, and more
like it, can be found on
jobs.acba.org/jobseeker/resources.
– Jennifer Pulice, ACBA Director of

Legal Employment Services

By Carrie Maldonado

There are few things as exhilarating,
frustrating and labor intensive as
looking for a job. Not so long ago,
people sat at their kitchen table, coffee
in hand, reviewing the “Help Wanted”
section in the newspapers and mailing
off their resumes. Today, we still have
the coffee (or double chai latte if
you’re inclined) but so many more
options exist in terms of where to look
for the perfect job. Of course some
things never change, and today as in
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PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Members of the ACBA and
ACBF Board join Pittsburgh
Mayor Bill Peduto for a photo
after he proclaimed Oct. 21-28
to be “Pro Bono Week.” The
proclamation recognized the
positive impact that providing
affordable legal services to 
low-income individuals has
had on the city. Peduto
expressed his gratitude to
Pittsburgh’s legal community
for their efforts to help residents
in need every day. 

Pro Bono Week

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Lourdes Sanchez Ridge, speaker Gisele Fetterman, Jennifer Andrade and
Barbara Griffin attend the Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. Fetterman
spoke candidly about her experiences as an undocumented immigrant living
in the United States and how pro bono legal services impacted her family.
Fetterman is married to the state’s lieutenant governor-elect, John Fetterman.

PHOTO BY ASHLEY RICE

Pro Bono Center Director Barbara Griffin, Judge Don Walko and
ACBF Board Officer Jaclyn Belczyk are all smiles at the Volunteer
Appreciation Breakfast. Judge Don Walko presented the ACBF with
a citation from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. State
Sen. Jay Costa and Rep. Dom Costa also presented citations from the
house and senate.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Pro Bono Week wasn’t limited to just
the city. Allegheny County Executive
Rich Fitzgerald met with the ACBF
Board to discuss the benefits of pro
bono work and to present the Pro
Bono Center with a proclamation
announcing “Pro Bono Week” in
Allegheny County.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Moderator Antoinette Oliver and panelists
Judge Kim Eaton, administrative judge of the
Family Division, Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas; Dorothy Alke; Amy Ross; and
Jeffrey Weimer, chair of the Pittsburgh Pro Bono
Partnership, prepare to speak at the Partnership’s
Annual Meeting during Pro Bono Week. The
meeting was held at Reed Smith’s offices in
downtown Pittsburgh on Oct. 24. Judge Kim
Clark, also a panelist, is not pictured. Ross
detailed the custody conciliation project – one 
of the Partnership’s ongoing efforts – that has
helped thousands of clients through the years.
Unfortunately, many clients are being turned
away, and there is a significant need for help
and more volunteers.
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Edward Wachter
50-year practitioner
Attorney G. Gray Garland Jr. He

taught me many things that influenced
my career, but the main one was to
always focus on achieving the client’s
objectives with a careful eye on what
was ethical and legal in the situation. I
also learned many practical and effec-
tive negotiating approaches from him
as part of working on behalf of clients.

Tell us about your most satisfying
case or moment related to the
practice of law.

Joe Bonistalli
50-year practitioner
My most satisfying case was a land

title in Morton County, N.D. I undertook
the matter in late 1973. My adversary

50/60 PRACTITIONERS  
continued from front cover

was the judge of Morton County. He
had tried to grab the land via a
fraudulent quitclaim deed. I tried the
case. After two trips to the North
Dakota Supreme Court, title was settled
in my principals. In 1976, 160 acres of
landlocked prairie was practically
worthless. My principals agreed to
hold the land. After 45 years, I sold the
land in March 2018 for $465,000. Very
satisfying. See HODNY v. HOYT, 243
NW2d 350 (1976).

A lot can change over 50 or 60
years. What do you consider to be
the biggest change in the practice
of law during your career?

James Elder
50-year practitioner
One of the greatest changes is the

virtual lack of jury trials in the civil
division courtroom. 

It was not uncommon for me to
have three to six cases in Allegheny
County during each trial term and also
have cases scheduled in neighboring
counties. You had to juggle your
schedule, and the calendar control
judges were selfish and protective,
but after various motions, discussions,
etc. whatever court called you was
wherever you needed to go to select
your jury and commence your trial.
But now the numbers of jury trials

are frighteningly low. The increase in
expenses for preparation for trial
and the continued push for settlement
by mediators and judges result in
virtually no cases being tried through
verdict.
Approximately 3.5 years ago, I

tried my last jury trial through verdict.
Afterward, I learned that case was the
only normal negligence case – other
than a medical malpractice case – to be

tried through verdict in that particular
trial term.
There are virtually no lawyers who

have been practicing for approximately
12 years or fewer who have much jury
trial experience. It seems the only
way a new lawyer can obtain
valuable experience such as thinking
on your feet during cross examination
is by trying cases in the criminal
division as either a prosecutor or
defense counsel.
It is sad to say, but sitting as second

chair, taking depositions and attending
mediation certainly does not suffice
for experience with opposing counsel
with a judge before a jury. It seems some
of us are the last of a “dying breed.”

Which phase of your career do you
look back upon most fondly? Why?

Dick Thornburgh
60-year practitioner

Edward Wachter
50-year practitioner

Joe Bonistalli
50-year practitioner

James Elder
50-year practitioner

Continued on page 7
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At Fragasso Financial Advisors,  
we believe in providing an all-encompassing financial experience.   

We have the knowledge and skills to navigate through  
current financial challenges and those challenges yet to come  

along one's financial journey. Connecting that knowledge  
with a client's attorney and other trusted advisors completes,  

what we refer to as, their “board of directors”.  Communication, proper  
planning and guidance result in a coordinated, efficient plan.

We have the resources to assist clients with business  
succession planning, divorce planning, estate planning,  

charitable and family gifting strategies and more.   
Call us today to set up a no-obligation, no cost consultation.

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M

We guide. For life.SM

Investment Advice offered through  
Fragasso Financial Advisors, a  
registered investment advisor.

Bill Goyette
50-year practitioner

Tom Thompson
50-year practitioner

Tom Lippard
50-year practitioner

Paul Singer
50-year practitioner

Bill Goyette
50-year practitioner
My current career as a sole practi-

tioner has been more fulfilling and
rewarding than any other phase. I have
been privileged to be the first chair of
the ACBA Sole and Small Firm Section
(1995-7) and to also chair the PBA Sole
and Small Firm Section (1997-9). Working
with other solos at a time when law-
practice management became a huge
issue presented challenges for me
outside the courtroom. It also led to
wonderful friendships with diverse
lawyers from all over Pennsylvania.
Through my work with solos I was

also able to serve on the ACBA Board of
Governors (2002-7) and the PBA House
of Delegates (1996-2016). It all peaked
with the great honor of the Amram
Award (2009). None of this would have

50/60 PRACTITIONERS  
continued from page 6

been possible for me had I not been my
own boss. I just love being a solo.

Tom Thompson
50-year practitioner
Looking back, I most appreciate my

years at Buchanan Ingersoll from the
’70s. My first two years were spent as
second chair to Clayton Sweeney on a
major criminal antitrust price-fixing
trial and related civil suits, watching
some of the best trial lawyers in
Pittsburgh in action. Mentored by Bill
Newlin and Ed Schoyer, I became exposed
to corporate transactions, IPOs and
general business practices, my eventual
long-term specialties. I also dabbled
in eminent domain, pro bono criminal
defense (a Tony Wettick program),
tried a jury trial and a variety of other
matters. They were true salad days for
young business lawyers and led to
many long-term professional friends.

Tom Lippard
50-year practitioner
After 30 years of rewarding private

practice, in 1997 I was asked to join a
client as its general counsel and EVP.
I had represented this regional company
since 1970 with my role expanding
to de facto outside general counsel as
it grew. After joining, the company’s
growth accelerated to status as a
worldwide industry leading business.
Retiring after 20 years “on board,” I
had realized a life long goal of having
been an integral part of an innovative
and enterprising business – with depth,
breadth and personal gratification on
many levels well beyond the dynamics
of the pure practice of law.

A lot can change over 50 or 60
years. What do you consider to be
the biggest change in the practice
of law during your career?

Paul Singer
50-year practitioner
The biggest change in the practice

over the last 50 years has been the
use of technology. Reed Smith
installed our first electronic type-
writer, an IBM Selectric, in 1974.
Today, we are wired worldwide with
instant communication with our
colleagues in China, Dubai and
elsewhere. And almost all of our
court filings and service are now
done electronically.
Because of technology, many of our

lawyers work from locations other
than their principal offices, freeing
them from travel but burdening
them with 24/7 communication.
The second-greatest change has been
the advent of scores of women into
the practice. That, along with
diversity initiatives has made the
legal system better. n
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LawPay is a registered ISO of Citizens Bank, N.A.

888-934-0754 or visit lawpay.com/acba

Special offer for
bar members.
Call for details

LawPay is easy, accurate, and so 
efficient - it has increased our cash 
flow tremendously. The recurring pay 
option for clients is the best! Can’t 
beat the rates and the website is easy 
to use! We love LawPay–it has really 
enhanced our firm!

–Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
  Nashua, NH

LAWPAY IS
FIVE STAR! 

Getting paid should be the easiest part of your job, and with 
LawPay, it is! However you run your firm, LawPay's flexible, 
easy-to-use system can work for you. Designed specifically for 
the legal industry, your earned/unearned fees are properly 
separated and your IOLTA is always protected against third-party 
debiting. Give your firm, and your clients, the benefit of easy 
online payments with LawPay.

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS

LawPay is proud to be a vetted and 
approved Member Benefit of the 

Allegheny County Bar Association.

Trusted by more than 35,000 firms and
verified ‘5-Star’ rating on

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail

Amount

Card Information

Roy Smith

Name on Card

5555 5555 5555 5555 111

Card Number CVV

500.00$

Reference

Case 1234

Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
29 Factory Street
Nashua, New Hampshire
03060

Thank you
for your prompt
payment.

PAY ATTORNEY
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

The Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council hosted members of the ACBA Arts
and the Law Committee for the “Legacy Planning for Creatives” CLE on
Oct. 30. The 24 people in attendance learned that legacy planning for
artists can cover a variety of issues – such as licensing, royalties or 
gifting physical works – and that intellectual property attorneys can
help. From left are moderator Lawrence Castner and speakers Eliza
Hall, Marcia Rosenthal and Jeff Pollock.

Legacy Planning for Creatives

Pollock said that legacy planning for creatives includes a variety of 
different issues. For instance, giving physical art pieces like books or
paintings is a separate issue from giving licensing or royalties.

Artists may not know what they own, or that their copyright exists for 70
years after their deaths. And their grandkids could, for instance, still be
getting royalties, says Eliza Hall. Thus, artists need to speak to intellectual
property attorneys.

Attorneys listen to an
explanation of how if your
client is a musician, every
song has two pieces of
copyright attached to it –
physical and intellectual.
Composers get royalties,
and so do the performers.
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Members can get consultation on their
legal actions and potential actions through
the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.
See acba.org/officerassignments for details.

Newman’s Own tax relief now available to others
By Jeff Getty

Buried inside the Budget Act of 2018
was language that enabled Newman’s
Own Foundation to avoid imposition of
a crippling excise tax. Although it was
written to meet the specific circum-
stances of that foundation, this new
exception creates attractive planning
opportunities for other private foundations
and closely-held businesses.
Newman’s Own, Inc., was founded

in 1982 by legendary actor Paul Newman
and operates as a for-profit food and
beverage company known for its salad
dressing, pasta sauces, popcorn and
cookies. When Newman died in 2008,
he left the entire business to Newman’s
Own Foundation, his private foundation
and an Internal Revenue Service-
recognized charitable organization.
The foundation’s funding is made

up entirely of profits and royalties
generated from food and beverage
sales made by Newman’s Own, Inc.,
which gives all of its profits to the
foundation. The foundation in turn
carries on Paul Newman’s commitment
to use 100 percent of the money it
receives from the business for
charitable purposes.
Unfortunately under the then version

of Internal Revenue Code Section
4943, private foundations could not
hold more than 20 percent of any
for-profit business. Any holdings
beyond those amounts were treated as
excess business holdings, and a
foundation would be subject to a 200-
percent excise tax on the value of such
holdings. Under a special rule for gifts
and bequests, a private foundation

had five years from the date it
receives the ownership shares to
dispose of its excess business holdings.
To avoid this draconian result,
Newman’s Own Foundation had been
operating under a waiver that was set
to expire in November of 2018.
Permanent legislative relief was

provided in the Budget Act of 2018
and establishes a new IRC Section
4943, which permits private foundations
to wholly own a for-profit business as
long as certain business and governance
conditions are met. To qualify for the
exemption, a private foundation must
satisfy requirements in three areas:
ownership, all profits to charity and
independent operation.
Ownership: The private foundation

must own 100 percent of the voting

stock of the business at all times during
the taxable year, and all the private
foundation’s ownership interests in
the business enterprise must have
been acquired by gift or bequest.
Profits to charity: The business

must distribute an amount equal to its
net operating income to the private
foundation not later than 120 days
after the close of the taxable year. Net
operating income is defined as gross
income less allowable deductions,
taxes, and amounts for reasonable
reserves for working capital and other
business needs.
Independent operation: At all

times during the taxable year: 1) No
substantial contributor to the private
foundation or a member of his or her
family is a director, officer, trustee,
manager, employee, or contractor of
the business. 2) At least a majority of
the board of directors of the foundation
are persons who are not directors or
officers of the business enterprise or
family members of a substantial
contributor to the private foundation.
3) There are no loans outstanding
from the business to a substantial

contributor or any family members of
such a contributor.
This new exception is effective for

taxable years beginning after Dec. 31,
1997. Although it was specifically
designed to resolve the dilemma faced
by the Newman’s Own Foundation, the
new exception may have a much
broader appeal among civically and
charitably minded business owners.
In fact, with so many family

businesses ingrained in the social
fabric of their communities and active
in cause-related initiatives, owners
can seize the opportunity the exception
provides to create ideal legacies. An
owner can leave his or her business to
a private foundation and dedicate its
future profits in perpetuity to benefit
charitable causes. As a result, the
Newman’s Own exception can provide
an excellent opportunity for a business
owner to continue a philanthropic
mission for years to come. n

Jeffrey Getty is the managing director of
Family Wealth Consulting at Key Private
Bank. He provides wealth management
advice and strategies for clients across
the United States.

Jeff Getty
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Interesting cases adjudicated in the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court of Western
Pennsylvania that will be discussed
include Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel,
Westinghouse receivership (1907),
Pittsburgh Hockey Associates
(Penguins), Pittsburgh Brewing and
the notorious Henry Thaw. Moderated
by Deller, the speakers include Chief
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Carlota M.
Böhm and attorneys Douglas
Campbell, Ron Schuler, George T.
Snyder and Robert O. Lampl.
The Honorable Roundtable will

feature four U.S. Bankruptcy Court
judges addressing an array of topics
and issues, giving their perspectives
on matters affecting legal practice
and procedures for both consumer and
commercial practitioners. Moderated by
attorney Beverly Weiss Manne, the
panel includes Judge Richard E.
Fehling (Eastern District of Pennsyl-
vania), Judge John E. Hoffman Jr.
(Southern District of Ohio), Judge
Gregory L. Taddonio (Western District
of Pennsylvania) and Judge Frank J.
Santoro (Eastern District of Virginia).
Other sessions include Claim

Issues in Bankruptcy, Sanctions:
More Than Just Bankruptcy Rule
9011, Chapter 11 Reorganization for
Non-Profit Organizations and Review
of Proposed Complex Chapter 11
Procedures for the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania. In addition to local
judges and attorneys speaking for
these sessions, U.S. Bankruptcy
Judge Ashely M. Chan (Eastern
District of Pennsylvania) and Chief
Judge Robert N. Opel II (Middle
District of Pennsylvania) will be
among the panelists.

BANKRUPTCY SYMPOSIUM
continued from front cover

“The programming aspect of the
symposium couldn’t be possible without
section members who have volunteered
their time to organize the speakers on
the panels,” said Sizemore, who also
credits Ebeck with raising sponsorship
funds for the event. “It’s also wonderful
to have the participation of the judges
in our district. It’s an unmatched
opportunity to network with and work
with judges.” n

Most of us professionals,
certainly lawyers, aren’t
aware of the moral 
consequences of what
we’re doing. All of us are
good people who can
make a bad decision at
any time. Somewhere, I
went off path. If I can
stop one person from
getting in trouble, 
it’s worth it. I really
believe mine is a story 
of redemption.

– Rashmi Airan

“

”

Downtown Pittsburgh office space available to ACBA    
members at affordable rates.
• Flexible dates
• Starting at $20 per day

For more information visit www.acba.org/offices or call 
412-402-6604.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
to visit Duquesne Dec. 7

By Brian Estadt

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor will visit Duquesne University
on Friday, Dec. 7, for a free public
appearance that will include a moderated
conversation and a question-and-
answer session with the crowd. 
University President Ken Gormley

is thrilled that Sotomayor, who has
served on the nation’s top court since
2009, was able to fit the visit into her
busy schedule. 
“It’s a huge honor anytime you

have a justice of the Supreme Court,”
Gormley said. “And Justice Sotomayor
is particularly special because she is
the first Latina member of the court,
the first woman of color on the court
… and only the fourth female justice
in the history of the United States.”
It’s a visit that’s been more than

two years in the making. Gormley first
wrote to Sotomayor to invite her to
visit nearly two and a half years ago.
After receiving a phone call from the
justice in which she didn’t say “yes”
but also didn’t say “no,” he stepped up
his efforts.
“Once she said, ‘maybe,’ I just didn’t

let it drop.”
Neither did Judge Marjorie Rendell

of the U.S. Court of Appeals, with whom
Gormley has worked on a number of
initiatives, particularly those to teach
civics to young students. They jointly
offered to co-moderate a conversation
with the justice, and their persistence
has paid off.
Initially, the plan was for that

conversation to take up most of the
program. However, the format has
been changed at Sotomayor’s request.
“She’s very much interested in

hearing from the students,” Gormley
said. “It will be less time with just
moderated questions and more time
turning it over to students, who are
being asked to submit questions in
advance. She’ll answer their questions.”
Sotomayor, 64, graduated from Yale

Law School in 1979 and worked as an
assistant district attorney in New York
before entering private practice. Her
nomination by George H.W. Bush to
the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of New York was confirmed in
1992, and Bill Clinton’s nomination of
her to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit was confirmed in
1998. Barack Obama nominted her

to the Supreme Court, and she was
confirmed in 2009.
Recalling his days as a student at

Harvard and the “surreal” experiences
of interacting with luminaries as a
student, Gormley said he’s excited
every time students have a chance to
hear great figures in current events
and history speak in person.
“That’s something I had a chance to

do at Harvard beyond anything I ever
imagined,” Gormley said. “Once you
hear from them in the flesh, you realize
they’re just ordinary people who’ve
done extraordinary things. It gives
you real reason to hope that you can
make something significant of your
own life.”
Noting that Sotomayor was born

and raised in New York City by parents
who had moved there from Puerto Rico,
Gormley cited the justice’s working-
class origins and her determination at
a young age to become an attorney as
an inspiring story.
“She grew up in the Bronx, was

gifted academically, had a vision of
herself even as a young woman of who
she wanted to be, and she went to
Princeton and Yale Law. It’s a remarkable
story, inspirational. It’s very much like
the Pittsburgh story.”
The Duquesne Union Ballroom

holds approximately 1,000 people.
Although Gormley expects high demand
from Duquesne students and the
public, he hopes many from the legal
community – particularly young
attorneys – are able to attend. 
At the conclusion of the event,

Sotomayor will be presented with the
Honorable Carol Los Mansmann
Award for Distinguished Public Service.
The award’s namesake was a
Duquesne graduate and associate
professor who was the first woman
appointed to the U.S. District Court
for the Third Circuit. She died in
2002 – but not before Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, the first
woman to serve on the country’s
highest court, became the Mansmann
Award’s inaugural recipient.
“She just was thrilled to have that

happen,” Gormley said of Mansmann’s
reaction to O’Connor’s visit,” and she
wrote me a beautiful note that I still
have, saying it was one of the happiest
days of her life to see Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor receive an award
named after her.”
Gormley said Mansmann would be

similarly thrilled to have it presented
to Sotomayor. n

Justice Sonia Sotomayor

PHOTO CREDIT: COLLECTION OF THE 
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

If you’re going
What: An Afternoon with Justice
Sonia Sotomayor
When: Friday, Dec. 7, 3:30 p.m.
Where: Duquesne Union Ballroom
Registration: duq.edu/
JusticeSotomayor. Admission is
free and seating is limited, so
advance registration is 
recommended. Signed copies of
Sotomayor’s memoir, “My Beloved
World,” and her children’s book,
“Turning Pages: My Life Story,” 
can be purchased through the 
registration link.
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IS YOUR CHILD INTERESTED
IN ATTENDING YALE OR

THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS?

Under the will of Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished Pittsburgh
attorney, the children of Allegheny County attorneys who desire
to attend either Yale University or the University of Paris are
eligible for scholarships to those universities. The scholarships
are available for students pursuing a graduate or undergraduate
degree in any field of study at those institutions, not just law.

Don’t delay – scholarship applications should be submitted at
the same time as the admission application to the respective
institution is submitted. 

Get a scholarship
through the
Kennedy T. Friend
Education Fund

For more information, visit
www. ACBF.org/Kennedy-Scholarship-Fund

Or contact Joan Mastrean of
PNC Institutional Asset Management at 412-762-2175.

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

William Ebbert and Roberta Bauer,
both of Ogletree Deakins, drop off
boxes to Jan Istler – adorned in
turkey accoutrements – of the
Pittsburgh Legal Administrator’s
Association and Kate Laubacher of
the Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank. The PLAA conducts an
annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive
to benefit the food bank. This year,
the PLAA received more than 457
boxes of food, 468 gift cards valued
at $9,455 and $1,639 in check and
cash donations. 

Jan Istler, who got into the spirit of the food drive by donning a knit turkey hat
and feathers, receives another drop-off from attorney Jenn Batterton.

Talking Turkey
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During this special event, Justice Sonia Sotomayor will 
participate in a conversation with Duquesne University 
President Ken Gormley and U.S. Court of Appeals Judge 
Marjorie Rendell. Justice Sotomayor also will receive the 
Honorable Carol Los Mansmann Award for Distinguished 
Public Service, presented in partnership with the Western 
Pennsylvania Chapter of the Federal Bar Association.

This event is free and open to the public. Advanced 
registration is encouraged as a large crowd is expected 
and seating is limited. Attendees can purchase signed 
copies of Justice Sotomayor’s New York Times best-
selling memoir, My Beloved World, which should be 
reserved in advance. 

RSVP and reserve your copy of My Beloved World online 
at duq.edu/JusticeSotomayor. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 7, 2018 
3:30 P.M. 

DUQUESNE UNION BALLROOM
FOURTH FLOOR, DUQUESNE UNION

JUSTICE SONIA  
SOTOMAYOR
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT

Please join us for an afternoon with

duq.edu/JusticeSotomayor

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE

Beers with Bryan? ACBA President Bryan Neft is as comfortable behind
a bar as he is in leading one. Neft and Mary McGinley worked a shift as
guest bartenders at the Rivers Club in downtown Pittsburgh on Nov. 1
to raise money for the Attorneys Against Hunger campaign, which is
kicking off its 26th year.

Wearing her heart on the front of her shirt rather than her sleeve, Attorneys
Against Hunger Co-Chair Mary McGinley tended bar while sporting a
“Broken Heart” of Pittsburgh design that was created in response to the
tragedy. The event received generous support from not only those at the
Rivers Club but also those who couldn’t attend – of the nearly $2,500
raised for the Squirrel Hill Food Pantry, almost $1,000 came from
online contributions.

Among those who came to the Rivers Club not only to support the
Attorneys Against Hunger campaign but also show that the 
Pittsburgh community is stronger than hate were, from left, Carey
Cummings, Lynn Caliguire, Fino Caliguire, Judge Christine Ward
and Dianne Wainwright. In response to the Oct. 27 shooting at Tree
of Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill, the guest bartenders and the
Attorneys Against Hunger campaign opted to contribute all of the
tips from the event to Jewish Family and Community Services 
Squirrel Hill Food Pantry.

Cocktails for a Cause
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Attorneys at Law
QUATRINIRAFFERTY

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

Michael Quatrini
Accredited Veterans’ Disability Attorney

412-391-2800  .  www.qrlegal.com 
Greensburg | Latrobe | Pittsburgh | Altoona

We welcome referrals and honor referral fees

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

Representing Veterans 
for Service Connected 

Disability Compensation.

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Nationally recognized IRA, 401(k) and Roth IRA conversion expert Jim
Lange presents the “New Tax Laws Create Unintended Benefits for
IRA/Retirement Plan Owners Who Act Quickly” CLE in the Koppers
Building Conference Center on Oct. 26. Lange began by detailing the
biggest changes that have come from President Donald Trump’s new tax
laws, which include tax law structure and rate changes. 

New Tax Laws
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also offer
Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to come in
to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your convenience. 
Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not distance learning credits. 
For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/CLEVideoReplayService or 
contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or 
hbooth@acba.org.

Health Care Enforcement: 
Medicine Under the Microscope 
Friday, November 30  |  Noon 
Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
1 Substantive credit and 1 Ethics credit

The Bicentennial Series: A Celebration of the 
First Federal Lawyers in Western Pennsylvania 
Tuesday, December 4  |  2:30 p.m. 
Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
1 Substantive credit

  E�ective and Ethical Dispute
  Resolution: Perspectives from 
  Mediators and Practitioners 
  Thursday, December 6  |  3 p.m.
  Embassy Suites Hotel
  1 Substantive credit and 1 Ethics credit  |  CJE credit

Nursing the Wound: The Law and Ethics of 
Disability Management in Workers’ Comp 
Thursday, December 6  |  4 p.m.  |  Allegheny HYP Club
1 Ethics credit

Too Many Hats? Ethical Con�icts in Estates 
Guardianship and Trust Administration 
Thursday, December 6  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Criminal Law for the Non-Criminal Attorney 
Monday, December 10  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

Presenting the Construction Law Case and the 
Ethics of Construction ADR 
Wednesday, December 12  |  2 p.m.  |  Eckert Seamans
2 Substantive credits and 1 Ethics credit

Your Obligations After Data Breach/Cyber Attack 
(New ABA Formal Opinion) 
Monday, December 17  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

Harnessing Technology for E�ective Advocacy 
Thursday, December 20  |  11:45 a.m.  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

Environmental Law Update – 2018 Year in Review 
Thursday, January 24  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online O�erings

Advising Clients on Buy/Sell Agreements   
1 Substantive credit

Allegheny County Discovery and Complex Court – 
2017 Update    
1 Substantive credit

Crisis Management for Attorneys and Their Clients    
1 Substantive credit

The Evolving Role of Municipal Governments in Oil and 
Gas Drilling      
1 Substantive credit

Where There is a WILL, There is a Way: 
Be a Steward for Inclusion    
1.5 Ethics credits

�������������������������
Friday, December 7  |  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh

Up to 6 CLE credits
Register today! www.ACBA.org
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Dan Gespass
has moved to
Washington, D.C.,
to take a job at the
IRS, Office of
Chief Counsel.

Stephen Regis
Matvey has joined
Very Law PLLC as
an associate. He
has substantial
experience repre-
senting municipal

entities – including townships, boroughs
and school districts – and litigating
landlord-tenant appeals. He has guided
taxpayers through delinquency 
proceedings and assisted small 
businesses with permitting matters.

People on the Move
Dolfi Law PC

has moved to a
new location: 1100
Washington Ave.,
Ste. 206, Carnegie.
Matthew F. Dolfi
is a trial attorney
specializing in
personal injury
and commercial
litigation. He han-
dles cases involv-
ing commercial

litigation, professional liability, con-
struction defects, employment and
civil rights law and personal-injury
claims.

Bar Briefs Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE
PLANNING

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

OFFICE
SPACE

FULLY FURNISHED SUITE, 925 ft., available March 1,
Manor Bldg., call 412-471-9710 x13.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Matthew F.
Dolfi

Lack experience in a specific area but 
don’t want to turn down a potential case?

Work with attorney Bob Garber.
• Family Law   • Non-violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933  |  412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

REFER A CASE, KEEP YOUR CLIENT

“I’ll bring my 42 years of experience, expertise and 

credibility to the table and will even handle the case. 

You keep the satisfied client.” – Bob Garber

Dan
Gespass

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/type

CONNECT WITH US SOCIALLY
@AlleghenyCoBar

facebook.com/alleghenycountybar
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