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Bankruptcy
symposium
set for Dec. 8
By Brian Estadt

Organizers of the 30th Annual
Western District of Pennsylvania
Bankruptcy Symposium are marking
the event’s 30th anniversary by fea-
turing a two-part look at one of the
city’s most famous bankruptcies —
and by offering six CLE credits worth
of programming that they think will
interest attorneys both within and out-
side of the bankruptcy section.

Symposium Chair Luke Sizemore
called attention to four programs — a
session on evidence, a judicial round-
table that will cover courtroom “do’s
and don’ts,” a Pittsburgh Penguins
bankruptcy retrospective and a panel
of American Bankruptcy Institute
commissioners discussing their
efforts to improve the consumer bank-
ruptcy system.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity to
network and learn from some of the
best practitioners in the area as well
as a whole slate of bankruptcy and
district judges who are coming to be
with us — not just from Pittsburgh but
Ohio, Philadelphia, West Virginia and
Wisconsin,” Sizemore said. “There
aren’t very many opportunities here
in Pittsburgh to hear that many high-
quality and varied perspectives in a
single setting.”

Ronald Roteman agrees. 
Roteman will moderate the round-

table, which features Chief Judge Joy
Flowers Conti of the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of PA
and five federal bankruptcy judges —
Carlota Böhm (Western District of
PA), Richard Fehling (Eastern Dis-
trict of PA), John Hoffman Jr. (South-

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Speakers at the “Navigating a Return to Work: Surviving and Thriving Following Maternity (and Other) Leave”
event gather for a group photo. Pictured, from left, are Casey Ryan, global head of legal personnel at Reed
Smith; Erin Gibson Allen, attorney at Marcus & Shapira; Lauren Garraux, panel moderator; Julie Vanneman,
director at Cohen & Grigsby; Nicholas Ranjan, partner at K&L Gates; and Melissa Tea, who offered opening
remarks. The Oct. 26 panel discussion – which was held at K&L Gates – kicked off the Women in the Law
Division’s “Leaving Leave” program.

WLD “Navigating a Return to Work”

Ward, Eaton discuss their plans
for their new administrative roles
By Tracy Carbasho

As Judges Christine Ward and
Kim Eaton transition to their new
administrative roles in the Court of
Common Pleas, they are thinking
about ways to improve the efficiency
of their divisions.

“My objective is to have the division
function in the most efficient manner
possible,” Ward said. “The first order
of business will be a top-down analysis
to ascertain how to best accomplish
this objective.”

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court
recently appointed Ward as the adminis-
trative judge in the Civil Division and
Eaton as the administrative judge in the
Family Division. Ward replaces Judge
Ronald Folino, who is retiring, and Eaton
replaces Judge Kim Clark, who will
continue to serve in the Family Division.

Both Ward and Eaton are grateful
for how well the divisions have 
been operated by their predecessors
in the past, but each has her own 
ideas for making improvements 
going forward.

Ward said the biggest challenge
facing the overall court is the lack of
sufficient financial resources to fix
structural problems, particularly on
the seventh and eighth floors of the
City-County Building. She said the
heating and air conditioning systems
do not work properly, water leaks cause
plaster to fall from the ceiling, the
jury rooms are not accessible to people
with disabilities, the phone system is

old, the computers and printers need
frequent repairs and the courtrooms
do not have the wiring necessary to
accommodate technological advances.

“Our phones are so antiquated that
it is virtually impossible to conference
a lawyer, party or witness into the
courtroom,” Ward said. “I spoke with
President Judge Jeffrey Manning
regarding several of these issues, and
he indicated that additional resources
may be available. Our challenge will

be to get our facility back into accept-
able condition.”

Ward began serving in her new
position on Nov. 1. She was elected to
the court in 2003 and served in the
Family Division until 2007, when she
moved to the Civil Division. She will
remain involved with the Commerce
and Complex Litigation Center in the
Civil Division.

Judge Christine Ward Judge Kim Eaton

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

November
Amy Coco ................................412-765-3399

John H. Riordan, Jr. ..............412-394-3338

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828
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“Judge Ward’s long history as a
lawyer and service of almost 15 years
as a judge will serve her well in her
new role,” said Dana Bacsi, who
chairs the ACBA Civil Litigation
Section. “She is organized, fair and
impartial, and possesses a thorough
knowledge of the law and legal
processes necessary to be able to
make quick and thoughtful decisions
and rulings.”

Ward said she will carry on the
tradition of her predecessors 
by being an accessible and 
transparent administrative judge.
She said she will be hands-on but will
not micromanage. 

Eaton has served under five
different administrative judges in the
division since she was elected in 2000.
One of the biggest problems in the

division, according to her, is the
revolving door of judges.

“Most new judges are sent to the
Family Division and want to leave as
soon as they ‘do their time,’” she said.
“This means constant training, uneven
results for litigants and a lot of confusion.
It is my hope to make it a division that
judges don’t want to leave.”

Eaton said money and stability
are the biggest challenges facing
administrative judges and she is
already brainstorming about how to
address these issues.

“There are so many great programs
out there, but almost all of them cost
money the county doesn’t have,” she
said. “I’m hoping to attract some
private money for projects and start
some other programs that won’t cost
much using volunteers or perhaps
interns and law students with a quid
pro quo of great experience.”

She is exploring more programs
involving mediation to assist with
property cases, especially those for
low-income litigants. She also wants to
ensure the division is as user-friendly
as possible for all parties.

Eaton plans to meet with all of the
judges, administrators, staff members
and as many lawyers as she can prior
to starting her new duties in January.
She wants to get their input about
problems she might not be aware of
and ideas they may have about
improving the division. 

“Judge Eaton brings a depth of
knowledge to her role starting from
her time as a practitioner and her 17
years on the bench,” said Dawn Gull,
chair of the ACBA Family Law
Section. “She is pragmatic, level-
headed and intelligent, all of which
will serve her well in her role as
administrative judge.” n

WARD, EATON
continued from front cover

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Jesse Jones, Flaherty, J. ......................................................................................................................Page 307
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—Sufficiency—Weight of the Evidence—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Imperfect Self-Defense

Voluntary manslaughter defendant’s aggregate sentence of 10 to 20 years is not excessive given the defendant’s criminal history.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Che King, Mariani, J. ...........................................................................................................................Page 309
Criminal Appeal—POSS/PWID—Accident Involving Death or Personal Injury—Ex-Parte Communication—Victim Impact

The defendant who drove his car into a pedestrian, killing him, had no valid license; a 5 to 10 year sentence was thus appropriate.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Al-Tariq Sharif Ali Byrd a/k/a James Byrd, McDaniel, J. ..............................................................Page 311
Criminal Appeal—Commonwealth Appeal—Prosecutorial Misconduct—Mistrial—Dismissal of Charges

ADA contacted potential character witness the night before trial; witness felt threatened and intimidated; court dismissed the charges
sua sponte after declaring a mistrial.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Darrin Hardy, Williams, J. .................................................................................................................Page 315
Criminal Appeal—Suppression—Sufficiency—VUFA—False Id—Seeks Reversal

A defendant may only be liable for giving false ID to police if he is told that he is the subject of an official investigation.

ACBA membership benefit:
Receive 15% off all American Bar Association books every day

Allegheny County Bar Association members save 15% off the general public price
on every book available on the American Bar Association webstore ShopABA.org.

Don't delay! To start saving 15% on your ABA book purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and use our special discount code ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221 between 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ET and use our special 
discount code ACBAR
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412-281-2200
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Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Pennsylvania on Dec. 12. My favorite
part of the proceeding is getting to talk
to the families of the admittees in the
breakfast reception before the swearing
in. It is wonderful to feel the pride
beaming from the parents and siblings,
meeting the children who grew up
while the parent made it through night
school and listening to second-career
barristers who relish the opportunities
that await in their next experience.

The past few weeks have taken me
back to my first career: journalism.
Before law school, I was a sports
reporter and desk editor at a small
newspaper in Lynchburg, Va., and then
covered some eastern suburbs for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and did some
stringing here and there. My flashback

came while appearing on Ellis Cannon’s
NightTalk program on PCNC and being
interviewed for KQV and WESA on the
radio front. All of this was in support of
the ACBA’s efforts to inform the public
about our judicial ratings and the Judicial
Excellence Committee’s retention
campaign. In the end, I’m very pleased
to see all six of our recommended
judges and justice retained through the
tireless efforts of committee Chair
Melaine Shannon Rothey and the
entire Judicial Excellence Committee.  

As to the day job, this time of year
also brings surprise clients and deals
that need to get under contract and
closed before the calendar reaches
January. My work as a commercial
real estate attorney and past life as a
reporter carry some significant parallels.

Both require me to be an expert on a
new topic each day and to be able to
toggle between a variety of business
worlds, many at the same time. But
the critical similarity is the adrenaline
rush and really constant need for the
deadline fix. Nothing gets the creativity –
and stress level – going like staring a
deadline right in the face.

So as we all find ways to get those
A/Rs paid up to date or get that one
last push of billable hours to reach an
annual goal or rush to the recording
office (or more likely, hitting “send”
on a filing) to close that one last big
deal for 2017, make sure to take
account for what you give thanks and
let those who support and cheer you
on know that you appreciate their
efforts through the year. n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

This time of year about more than Thanksgiving
Annual traditions include honoring longtime practitioners, admitting new lawyers

By Hal Coffey

This is the time of year where we all
take stock of what leads us to give thanks.
That and a ridiculous amount of starch-
laden side dishes while communing with
cousins and friends we see too infre-
quently. Or in some cases, seeing those
folks once a year is more than enough.

Traditions are a part of our collective
way of life. The diversity of our
communities enable us to learn new
traditions from cultures, religions and
faiths of all different sorts. One great
tradition in the ACBA is the annual
celebration of our colleagues who
have been practicing law for 50 and 60
years. We convene this celebration at
the Duquesne Club each year, led by
speakers representing each group.
This year’s celebration is Nov. 27.

The stories told at this reception run
the gamut from tales of being the only
woman in the entire law school class to
entering law school just after fighting
in World War II to learning to adapt to
the changing landscape that is the
practice of law. Having an appreciation
for those who came before many of us
in the bar is one thing, but getting to
hear the tales of the road to today’s
practice is eye opening.

On the other end of the spectrum,
this time of year also brings a new crop
of admittees to the bar. I relish the
opportunity to address the newest class
being admitted to the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of

Hal Coffey
ACBA President

Coffee with Coffey
Go west, young man. Or, at least, to Carnegie for
the December Coffee with Coffey at the Carnegie
Coffee Company on Dec. 6 at 132 E. Main St. The
boys and I did a visit a few weeks ago and stopped
by the Historical Society of Carnegie History Center
and Honus Wagner Sports Museum, a fantastic little
find in this great neighborhood. After that, we kick off 2018 in my 
neighborhood at the Crazy Mocha on Murray Avenue on Jan. 3 in Squirrel
Hill. It’s not far from Mineo’s so feel free to grab a slice on the way into 
town or back to your office, too!
As a reminder, we will be coming to a community near you, the first 
Wednesday of every month from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
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Manning, Janocsko, Patel honored at alumni dinner
By Tracy Carbasho

Three alumni from the Duquesne
University School of Law have 
discovered that one of the best ways to
pay it forward is to remain grounded
in their past.

The law school honored Judge
Jeffrey Manning and attorneys George
Janocsko and Alka Patel during its
65th annual alumni dinner in October.
The recipients are recognized as
graduates who are committed to
upholding the school’s motto that
“the welfare of the people is the
highest law.”

Manning, who graduated in 1972,
received the Distinguished Alumnus
Award. Janocsko, a 1977 graduate,
was honored with the Dr. John E.
Murray Jr. Meritorious Service
Award. Patel, a 2001 graduate, earned
the Outstanding Achievement Award.
University leaders say the winners
have excelled in the legal profession,
but have not forgotten the alma mater
that prepared them for their careers.
They have given their time and
talent to help the law school and the
alumni association.

Judge Jeffrey Manning

Manning began his career by
serving as an assistant district
attorney for Allegheny County and
was first assistant U.S. Attorney just
prior to starting his judicial tenure in
the Court of Common Pleas in 1988.
He became president judge in 2013.

Manning is thankful for the
opportunity the university has given

him to serve as an adjunct professor of
law, teaching trial evidence and
advocacy for more than 25 years. He
is a two-time recipient of the Student
Bar Association’s Adjunct Professor
Award for outstanding contributions
in teaching.

“To those who have learned
anything from my tenure at
Duquesne, I can only say, ‘thank you,’”
he said. “You have made my time and
my efforts exceedingly worthwhile.
That is Duquesne.”

University President Ken Gormley
said Manning’s service to the law
school, its students and the profession
is legendary. 

“I’ve watched his career in public
service evolve to the point that he is
now one of the most respected jurists
in Pennsylvania,” Gormley said.

Law School Dean Maureen Lally-
Green, who attended Duquesne 
University with Manning, said he has
generously donated his time to mentor
students and fellow graduates.  

“He is a highly admired professor,
and his courses fill quickly,” 
she said.

George Janocsko

Janocsko has been a member of the
Allegheny County Law Department for
nearly 40 years. Since 1985, he has been
the deputy county solicitor, representing
the county in a variety of cases in state
and federal court. He also has served
as counsel to numerous county
departments, authorities, commissions

Where 
Employment 
Meets 
the Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients 
with advice, counseling and 
representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including 
illegal workplace discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

Three prominent members of the local legal community were honored at
the Duquesne Law Alumni Dinner. Duquesne Law graduates Judge
Jeffrey Manning, left, Alka Patel and George Janocsko were recognized
for their outstanding service and commitment to their alma mater. Continued on page 7
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Attorneys from many backgrounds joined the Asian Attorneys Committee on Oct. 18 for their Diwali Reception at the Koppers Building. Diwali, the
festival of lights, is one of the most popular festivals in India, signifying the victory of light over darkness and knowledge over ignorance.

Asian Attorneys Diwali Reception

Armaan Kang, a
student at the
University of
Pittsburgh School
of Law, chats with
other law students
in attendance over
the Indian food
served at the
Asian Attorneys
Committee Diwali
Reception.

Carrie Xu,
Qiwei Chen
and Lu Yang
were among
the law 
students who
enjoyed the
food and 
conversation
with attorneys,
such as David
Lew (right).
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412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Nicola Henry-Taylor, left, and Lisette McCormick flank Judge Doris Smith-Ribner as they
congratulate her on receiving the Women in the Law Division’s 2017 Trailblazer Award.
The award was presented Oct. 16 in the Rivers Club.

WLD Trailblazer

Doris Carson Williams was among the speakers who
provided context for Smith-Ribner’s accomplishments.

Juanita DuPree, Renee Hause and Deborah Smith,
sisters of WLD Trailblazer Award honoree Judge Doris
Smith-Ribner, pose for a photo prior to the luncheon.

Smith-Ribner was the first black lawyer to serve as a solicitor to the Allegheny County
controller and the first black woman to sit on the Allegheny County Common Pleas
Court. She also was the first African-American woman to serve on any Pennsylvania
appellate court and the first to win election to any state office. Lining up to celebrate
with her last month were, from left, Ebony Laithan, Jessica Albert, Quinntara Morant,
Brashear Magnet Teaching Academy Graduate, Doris Smith-Ribner, Lisette McCormick,
Margaret Ogden and Noe Ortega.

Robert Riefle recounted what it was like to work with
Smith-Ribner during her career.
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THE ALAN PAPERNICK EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
is pleased to o�er

ETHICS  
MATTERS

A CLE series presented by Foundation Scholar 

RABBI DANNY SCHIFF
Explore distinct legal issues that continue  
to present substantive ethical dilemmas.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY! 
www.jfedpgh.org/Foundation-CLE  

or contact Patti Dziekan at 412.992.5221
or pdziekan@jfedpgh.org

The Principles of Jewish Business Ethics, Friday Dec. 8, 2017
Jewish Divorce, Friday Feb. 2, 2018

Capital Punishment: The Jewish Approach, Friday Mar. 16, 2018
Tzedakah: A uniquely Jewish institution, Friday May 11, 2018

Get up to 8 CLE credits!.

Each session is a “stand alone” unit, so you can take  
1, 2, 3, or all 4 sessions.

Time: All sessions 8:30 am – 10:45 am.
Location: Rodef Shalom, 4905 5th Ave., Pittsburgh, 15213

With CLE credit: $30/session
Without CLE credit: $25/session

and social-welfare agencies.
“George is universally recognized

as a superb public servant,” Lally-
Green said. “He is highly regarded for
his expertise in municipal law and
his professionalism.”

The service award is presented in
recognition of services rendered and
contributions made to the alumni
association and the School of Law.
Lally-Green said Janocsko supports
the association, participates in many
of its activities and mentors students
and alumni. 

“Involvement with the alumni
association provides an excellent
opportunity for graduates to support
current students at the law school,”
Janocsko said. “The association has
been very supportive of the efforts of
the law school’s administration and
faculty to turn out high-quality,
practice-ready graduates. Duquesne’s
successful pass rate on the bar exam
is reflective of those efforts.”

Janocsko recalls the law school
faculty giving a challenge to students
when he was attending Duquesne in the
aftermath of the Watergate scandal. 

“We want you to use your legal
education not only to earn a decent
living but to honorably serve your
clients, the bar and your community,”
he said. “I have not forgotten that
challenge, and I’m proud to be known
as a Duquesne lawyer.”

MANNING, JANOCSKO, PATEL
continued from page 4

Alka Patel

Patel, who has experience working
at law firms and businesses, is now
serving as the inaugural deputy director
of the Risk & Regulatory Services
Innovation Center at Carnegie Mellon
University. She has contributed to
Duquesne by participating in panel
discussions, talking to the law students
and mentoring students.

“Alka is a natural with students.
They just can’t get enough hearing about
her many interests and experience in
engineering, law, financial services,
intellectual property, cybersecurity
and more,” Gormley said. “As a student,
she had boundless energy and has
carried that infectious energy into the
legal profession.”

Patel said helping Duquesne students
is a great way to commemorate all
that she learned from the law school
professors and the alumni who helped
her when she was starting her career.
She chose to attend Duquesne because
of its diverse and active community of
law school alumni.

“I would be remiss if I didn’t remain
active in that community throughout
my career,” Patel said. “In a tight-knit
community like Pittsburgh, being
involved in the alumni association is
an advantage for keeping your 
finger on the pulse of our profession.
One of the best ways to continue to
learn is to remain connected to the
alumni community.” n

ern District of Ohio), Robert Opel II
(Middle District of PA) and Kay
Woods (Northern District of Ohio).
The judges will address an array of
topics, giving their courts’ perspec-
tives on matters affecting legal prac-
tice and procedure for consumer and
commercial bankruptcy practitioners.

“What practitioners get here is the
viewpoint of judges from this region,
who tend to share their perspectives
— and that should ultimately help
practitioners in the way they handle
cases in this particular region,” he
said.

Keri Ebeck will moderate a session
that reviews the top consumer bank-
ruptcy opinions of the past year. She’s
proud of both the symposium’s
longevity and this year’s lineup.

“This is our 30th annual bankrupt-
cy symposium, so it’s certainly a time
to celebrate the fact that we’ve been
doing this for 30 years, but it’s also a
good program for members of the bar
– not just our section – to see a very
good CLE program put together by
our bar community. And also, espe-
cially this year, there are topics that
will appeal to all attorneys.

“Other judges travel to attend and
speak at our event, and I think that
speaks well of our symposium.”

Among those traveling are Judge
Pamela Pepper of the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Wis-
consin and Judge Patrick Flatley of
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Northern District of West Virginia.

Pepper frequently speaks across
the nation on the rules of evidence, the
intersection of criminal and bankrupt-
cy law and litigation skills. Sizemore
said it’s a special treat that both she
and Flatley are able to participate.

BANKRUPTCY SYMPOSIUM
continued from front cover

“The evidence segment is one that
not just bankruptcy attorneys can 
benefit from,” Sizemore said. “Any
attorney from any practice of law 
can benefit from a refresher on the
fundamentals of evidence.”

To commemorate the 20th anniver-
sary of the Penguins’ bankruptcy case,
the symposium will present a two-part
retrospective of the dynamics of the
franchise’s Chapter 11 reorganization.

“We have a lot of local lawyers
involved in that case,” Sizemore said.
“We’re bringing them back to explore
the cause, highlights, what kept the
team in Pittsburgh, legal issues and
how the law has changed over the
years related to those issues.”

In “Anatomy of a Sports Franchise
Turnaround,” Judge Jeffery Deller
will moderate a panel made up of
Douglas Campbell, Gregory Cribbs,
Michael Kaminski and Joel Walker. 

Mark Yochum will close with an
ethics program on the topic of sex
with clients. Sizemore expects the
matter to entertain as well as educate.

“If you need an ethics credit, 
this will be more lively and fun than
most ethics credits that you will get
elsewhere,” he said.

Lawyers Journal seeks freelance writers
The Lawyers Journal seeks freelancers to write journalistic news articles and 
features. While we always welcome substantive legal articles from our members,
we’re also currently looking to expand our roster of freelance writers. Email Brian
Estadt at bestadt@acba.org for details.

If you’re going
What: 30th Annual Bankruptcy
Symposium
When: Friday, Dec. 8, from 
8:45 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Westin Convention Center
Hotel, downtown Pittsburgh
To register: See www.acba.org/
CLE-Events/Event-Calendar
Let’s party: The section’s holiday
party will immediately follow.
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

John C. “Jack” McGinley is joined by his daughter, Mary McGinley, left,
and Eckert Seamans Co-CEO Dot Davis after being honored with the
Professionalism Award at the ACBA Civil Litigation Section’s annual
Lunch with the Judges program, which was held at the Duquesne
Club on Oct. 19.

Lunch with the Judges
From left, Monica Walaan, Lindsay Fouse, Danny Cerrone and Sam
Hornak network before the lunch program begins.

Representatives of ACBA leadership came out to show their support
for McGinley, including ACBA President Hal Coffey, left, and President-
elect Bryan Neft.

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas Judge John “Jack” McVay
chats with his tablemates, including Erica Wilson and Dennis Kusturiss.

Members of the Civil Litigation Section Council congratulate McGinley on his
award. Pictured are, from left: Dana Bacsi, section chair; McGinley, Scott Redman,
vice-chair; and Tony Thompson, secretary.

The annual luncheon – which featured at least one judge at
every table – was completely sold out.

Market Your Practice Online with the ACBA
Need new clients? We’ll help bring them to you.

For information about how the Lawyer Referral Service can help more clients find YOU,
please contact Whitney Hughes at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org. For a closer look

at this unique Pittsburgh legal service, please visit www.GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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HOW SWEET IT IS
The Bomb claims its 16th ACBA softball title
By Jeff Pollock

As Jackie Gleason might have
remarked at 9:25 p.m. on Oct. 18,
“How sweet it is!”

For The Bomb, it was, indeed, a
very “Sweet 16” as it won its 16th
ACBA softball title.

Though Oakland’s Marino Field has
poor lighting, a proverbial spotlight
shone on some flashy fielding and
gleaming power-hitting by the teams
that went the furthest this season. The
lights stayed on just long enough for
the Bombers to beat a lustrous Reed
Smith squad on consecutive mid-
October nights to seize our legal
community’s annual 44th (or so)
tourney. Reed Smith had earned the
King Seat with lustrous play in
September, but radiant home run
power enabled The Bomb to burn
more brightly when the weather
turned gloomy.

A surprising number of talented
teams competed this summer. The
incredibly solid Worgul and Babst
Calland teams put a scare into many
an opponent. The perennially
competitive ICBM outfit – led by
Commissioner Sam Grego and his
omnipresent cigar – and the Renegade
group both came up unusually short
this fall. Much promise was exhibited
by Snyder’s Sluggers, McGuire
Woods, and 412 Properties; even

greater things are expected from
these squads in 2018.

The sparkling duo of Tom Charles
and Bill Stewart dazzled standing-
room only crowds by co-managing a
cowhide-crushing crew to again etch
its name onto the shiny trophy that –
despite being created for this millen-
nium – already displayed nine other

post-2000 triumphs for The Bomb.
The Rays of Tampa Bay have
nothing on the four-decades-long
phosphorescence of the Chuck Bros.
founded Bomb squad. n

Jeff Pollock is a sole practitioner
lawyer/mediator/collaborative attorney
in the East End.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

In front, from left, are
infielders John Danielczyk,
Jake Mihalov, Jeff Pollock,
Chris Schreyer, Bill Stewart
and Chuck Peterson. In back
are outfielders Dave Gaudio,
David Kendall, Matt Meyers,
Ben Trodden, Anthony Bianco,
Matt Kozusko and Gregg
Kowalkowsk, plus pitchers
Don Jerich and Tom Charles.
Emeriti Jerry Wienand,
Dave Charles, Brandon
Alexander, Brandon Uram,
Keith Miller, Evan Lloyd,
Pat McGregor, Steve Engel
and Andrea Riberi also are
members of the team.

The ACBA has a number of
intramural teams on which our

members can play!

For more information,
see www.acba.org/

ACBA-intramural-Sports
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Take a strategic approach to charitable giving
By Patrick Maley

Many individuals make gifts directly
to charities. There are, however,
strategic charitable giving options to
maximize benefits to the donor,
the donor’s family, and charitable
organizations. For this month’s interview,
I sat down with Lori Rodgers, senior
wealth strategist, PNC Wealth
Management®, to discuss how a
structured approach to philanthropy
provides many benefits, including
several tax advantages.

Patrick Maley (PM): Can an indi-
vidual name a charitable organization
as a beneficiary in his or her will?

Lori Rodgers (LR): Donors can
designate a charitable organization as
a beneficiary of their will, retirement
plan, individual retirement account
(IRA), life insurance policy, annuity
or any other asset that passes by
contract, such as a payable-on-death
account. The charity can be the
primary beneficiary or one of several
beneficiaries.

PM: What are the consequences of
naming a charity as a designated
beneficiary of a non-probate asset?

LR: Accounts with named benefici-
aries generally are not subject to
probate; however, assets that pass to a
charitable beneficiary under a will are
subject to probate, and depending on
the amount and/or type of bequest,
notice of the testamentary gift may be
required to be given to the state’s
attorney general. Distributions to an
individual of retirement assets – such
as from a traditional IRA – would be
subject to income tax; however, when

a charitable organization is designated
as the beneficiary of retirement
assets, it is exempt from income tax.

PM: When does it make sense to
incorporate a charitable remainder
trust into one’s estate plan?

LR: If a person wants to make a
future gift while retaining the right to
income from the assets during his
lifetime, he or she might consider a
charitable remainder trust. It’s an
irrevocable trust funded with either
cash or property. The donor retains
the right to an income stream that is
either a fixed amount or a fixed
percentage, such as with a charitable
remainder annuity trust (CRAT) or
charitable remainder unitrust
(CRUT). Income is paid for a number

of years or for the life of the income
beneficiary. When the trust ends, the
assets pass to the charitable entity. 

PM: What are the tax benefits of
setting up a charitable remainder trust?

LR: A donor may be entitled to a
tax deduction when he or she transfers
assets to the trust. Also, by donating
highly appreciated property to the
trust rather than selling it and donating
cash, the individual avoids incurring
capital gain tax on the sale of the
property since the trust, not the
individual, owns the property when
the sale occurs. Keep in mind that
such a trust is irrevocable, so one
cannot terminate it or change the
terms, other than retaining a power to
change charitable beneficiaries. Also,

the assets in the trust will not be
available for the donor’s heirs.

PM: How does that strategy differ
from using a charitable lead trust?

LR: Like the CRAT or CRUT, the
charitable lead trust makes periodic
payments for a term of years or for
life, but the payments go to a charitable
entity rather than to the donor or
another individual. When the trust ends,
the remaining assets return to the donor,
or pass to other noncharitable benefici-
aries, such as the donor’s children.
Depending on how the trust is struc-
tured, an individual may be entitled to
an income tax charitable deduction
when assets are transferred to the trust.

PM: Is it easier to create a donor-
advised fund?

LR: If someone is interested in
giving multiple gifts but is tired of the
paperwork, creating a donor-advised
fund may be the best solution. It’s
a charitable fund managed by a
community foundation or a charitable
entity created by a bank or other
organization. Contributions to a
donor-advised fund are tax deductible;
however, assets transferred to the
fund do not need to be immediately
distributed to a charity. The donor
may retain the ability to make
recommendations for distributions to
charitable beneficiaries. This is
helpful if he or she wants to take a
charitable deduction but is not yet
sure which charities to support.

PM: How should a donor get started
with creating a strategic charitable
giving plan?

Lori RodgersPatrick Maley

Continued on page 11
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The material presented in this article is of a general nature and does not constitute the
provision by PNC of investment, legal, tax, or accounting advice to any person, or a recommen-
dation to buy or sell any security or adopt any investment strategy. Opinions expressed herein
are subject to change without notice. The information was obtained from sources deemed reliable.
Such information is not guaranteed as to its accuracy. You should seek the advice of an investment
professional to tailor a financial plan to your particular needs. For more information, please
contact PNC at 1-888-762-6226.

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing names PNC Wealth
Management® and Hawthorn, PNC Family Wealth® to provide investment, wealth management,
and fiduciary services through its subsidiary, PNC Bank, National Association (“PNC Bank”),
which is a Member FDIC, and to provide specific fiduciary and agency services through its
subsidiary, PNC Delaware Trust Company or PNC Ohio Trust Company. PNC also uses the
marketing names PNC Institutional Asset Management®, PNC Retirement Solutions®, Vested
Interest®, and PNC Institutional Advisory Solutions® for the various discretionary and non-
discretionary institutional investment activities conducted through PNC Bank and through
PNC’s subsidiary PNC Capital Advisors, LLC, a registered investment adviser (“PNC Capital
Advisors”). Standalone custody, escrow, and directed trustee services; FDIC-insured banking
products and services; and lending of funds are also provided through PNC Bank. Securities
products, brokerage services, and managed account advisory services are offered by PNC
Investments LLC, a registered broker-dealer and a registered investment adviser and member
of FINRA and SIPC. Insurance products may be provided through PNC Insurance Services, LLC,
a licensed insurance agency affiliate of PNC, or through licensed insurance agencies that are not
affiliated with PNC; in either case a licensed insurance affiliate may receive compensation if you
choose to purchase insurance through these programs. A decision to purchase insurance will not
affect the cost or availability of other products or services from PNC or its affiliates. PNC does
not provide legal, tax, or accounting advice unless, with respect to tax advice, PNC Bank has
entered into a written tax services agreement. PNC does not provide services in any jurisdiction
in which it is not authorized to conduct business. PNC Bank is not registered as a municipal advisor
under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (“Act”). Investment
management and related products and services provided to a “municipal entity” or “obligated
person” regarding “proceeds of municipal securities” (as such terms are defined in the Act) will
be provided by PNC Capital Advisors. 

“PNC Wealth Management,” “Hawthorn, PNC Family Wealth,” “Vested Interest,” “PNC
Institutional Asset Management,” “PNC Retirement Solutions,” and “PNC Institutional Advisory
Solutions” are registered service marks of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. 

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.
Insurance: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank or Federal Government Guarantee. Not a Deposit.

May Lose Value.

LR: Certain of these charitable
giving methods allow philanthropists
and their heirs to benefit from their
assets while also providing needed
funds to charity. It would be wise to
consult with one’s attorney or other
financial advisor regarding the best

CHARITABLE GIVING 
continued from page 10

way to support charitable organizations,
since significant planned gifts should
be incorporated into the donor’s
overall estate plan. n

Patrick Maley is a senior vice president
with PNC Wealth Management. He can
be reached at patrick.maley@pnc.com
or 412-762-1018. For more information,
see pnc.com/wealthmanagement.
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LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION
Employment Immigration Hot Topics 

Under the New Administration
Immigration has been a hot topic under the new presidential administration,
and that topic impacts labor and employment law. Specifically, employment

and immigration lawyers need to keep abreast of changes in order to 
successfully counsel their employer clients when they are considering hiring a
foreign national employee. In this seminar, learn about changes in employment
immigration enforcement and adjudication under the new administration.
Topics include worksite enforcement, I-9 changes, adjustment of status 

interviews, nonimmigrant visa extensions and national origin discrimination.
*Lunch will be served.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Thursday, Jan. 25 • 
Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building
Conference Center, E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, 436 Seventh Ave.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $40 for Labor and Employment Law Section
members, $50 for ACBA members, $60 for all others • Last date to pre-register:
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 11:59 p.m.

_____________________________________________________

Visit www.acba.org/CLEvideoReplayService or call
412-402-6614 for more information and to view the CLEs being

offered today through our CLE Live Video Replay Service.

Register today!
412-402-6614  |  www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs



Alan Pittler has
joined the labor &
e m p l o y m e n t
department of
Cozen O’Connor.
He will handle all
aspects of man-
a g e m e n t - s i d e
labor and employ-
ment law matters
for higher-educa-
tion clients as well
as those in other
sectors, including

hospitality, health care, technology
and energy. 

Liberty J.
Weyandt has
joined The Lynch
Law Group to
launch the firm’s
new family law
practice. She has
more than 16
years of experi-
ence in family law
and collaborative
law, as well as
estates and pro-
bate. She has sig-

nificant experience in assisting clients
in matters related to divorce, equi-
table distribution, support, child cus-
tody, prenuptial and postnuptial
agreements and protection from abuse.
In addition to handling traditional
family law litigation matters in court,

People on the Move
John R. Brumberg and James J.

Buldas have joined Pietragallo Gordon
Alfano Bosick & Raspanti, LLP, as
partners. Brumberg is a member of
the litigation practice group. He has
represented a wide variety of clients,
from publicly traded companies
involved in complex litigation to indi-
viduals making large personal injury
claims. Buldas is a member of the
commercial litigation, insurance
coverage and construction practice
consortium practice groups. He
represents businesses and individuals
in federal and state courts in matters
involving professional liability and
commercial disputes, as well as
products, premises, construction,
boating and aviation liability. He also
has been involved in catastrophic loss
insurance disputes that arise out of
floods, fires and explosions. 

Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman
& Goggin has relocated its Pittsburgh
office to the renovated Union Trust
Building. The new office address is
Union Trust Building, 501 Grant St.,
Suite 700, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. All
telephone and fax numbers remain
the same. The majority of the office’s
40 attorneys are natives or long-time
residents of the Pittsburgh area who
practice defense litigation in the areas
of professional liability, casualty, health
care and workers’ compensation. 

Weyandt also is a trained collaborative
law attorney and mediator.

Nicola Henry-Taylor has joined
JBM Legal, LLC, as an attorney. Her
practice will focus on family law,
criminal, general litigation and
intersect with immigration implications.

Taylor N. Brailey has joined Eckert
Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC as an
associate. She focuses her practice in
labor and employment matters.

Attorneys Danielle L. Dietrich and
Brian J. Kahle have been elected
shareholders at Tucker Arensberg,
P.C. Dietrich has a diverse practice,
concentrating on business and 
commercial litigation and long-term
care. She has represented clients in
bench and jury trials, arbitration and
administrative and regulatory 
proceedings. She also has experience

with e-discovery, and she handles
public benefits, guardianships and
collections work throughout the state
of Pennsylvania for one of the 
country’s largest long-term care
providers, as well as for smaller
chains. A portion of her practice
concerns assisting women-owned
businesses and small businesses. She
advises these clients on matters
including WBE certification, dispute
resolution, collections and other matters
involved with a growing business.
Kahle counsels families and the
owners of closely held businesses on a
variety of legal issues. He represents
closely held businesses from start-up
through exit, and he counsels families
in estate planning and estate and trust
administration. His business advisory
services include entity selection and
formation, contract review and drafting,
governance and compliance issues,
tax and business succession planning.
Additionally, Kahle has extensive
experience representing businesses in
merger, acquisition and fundamental-
change transactions, as well as
with respect to captive insurance and
alternative risk solutions.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Keith Alan
Bassi has been placed on temporary
suspension. The suspension took
effect on Oct. 23.
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Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE
CONSULTING

MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

OFFICE FURNITURE
FOR SALE – Used office furniture, desks, credenzas,
bookcase, file cabinets. Misc. office accessories. Great
for startup. Reasonably priced. 412-519-8024.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

Brian J.
Kahle

Danielle L.
Dietrich

Liberty J.
Weyandt

Begin your day with us at

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/type
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