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Bankruptcy
symposium
set for Dec. 9

By Tracy Carbasho

Nearly three decades ago, a small
group of attorneys organized a forum
to discuss issues relevant to the practice
of bankruptcy law.

That original gathering rapidly
evolved into an annual tradition that
now draws approximately 200 people
to hear skilled bankruptcy practitioners
and judges discuss current issues
impacting this area of law.

The ACBA Bankruptcy and
Commercial Law Section will present
the 29th Annual Bankruptcy Symposium
on Friday, Dec. 9, at the Westin
Convention Center Hotel. Revenue
generated from attendance fees and
the sponsorships from local law firms
is used to make charitable donations
to the Neighborhood Legal Services
Association and the Attorneys Against
Hunger program. Six continuing legal
education credits will be available.

“Year after year, the symposium
has offered an unfailingly excellent
value proposition, combining first-rate
programming with unmatched 
networking opportunities,” said George
Cheever, one of the attorneys who
organized the inaugural event and has
attended every one. “The format of
plenary sessions in the morning,
followed by smaller breakout sessions
in the afternoon, has proven its enduring
value. We have been fortunate to
attract many judges not only from the
Western District, but also from
neighboring districts.”

Bill Rochelle, a columnist and editor-
at-large for the American Bankruptcy
Institute, is this year’s keynote speaker. 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

Lunch with
the Judges

Gray area exists when public holiday displays
feature both religious and secular elements
By Tracy Carbasho

Displaying a nativity scene or other
religious symbols on government or
public property might seem like an
innocent holiday gesture, but municipal
attorneys advise their clients to
respect the separation of church and
state – in part because of a case involving
holiday displays in Pittsburgh.

“I’ve received phone calls over the
years from young solicitors asking
questions about displaying a nativity
scene in a government building, and I
tell them it’s risky,” said Robert
McTiernan, a member of the ACBA
Municipal and School Solicitors
Section. “Today, most public officials
and solicitors know that displaying a
nativity scene on government property
could result in a legal challenge. I advise
clients to avoid overly religious displays.”

Legal complaints about religious
displays have historically been filed
on behalf of individuals by groups,
such as the American Civil Liberties
Union and the Freedom From
Religion Foundation.

Two cases decided by the U.S.
Supreme Court in the 1980s – one in
Allegheny County and one in Rhode
Island – are still referenced when
talking about this topic. McTiernan, a
shareholder at Tucker Arensberg,
served as the county’s co-counsel with
local attorney George Janocsko, in the
Allegheny County v. Greater Pittsburgh
ACLU case in 1989. Roslyn Litman, a
pioneering Pittsburgh labor lawyer

and former ACBA president who died
in October, was the lead attorney who
represented the ACLU.

“The essence of the Supreme
Court’s decision revolved around the
context of the displays,” McTiernan
said. “The decision was disturbing
because the case was so fact-driven
and the court’s guidance wasn’t clear.”

The Allegheny County case involved
two holiday displays situated on public
property in downtown Pittsburgh. The
first, displayed on the grand staircase
of the county courthouse, was a Christian
nativity scene. A nearby sign stated
the display had been donated by the
Holy Name Society. The display featured
a banner with the words “Gloria in
Excelsis Deo,” which is Latin for
“Glory to God in the highest.”

The second display was an 18-foot
menorah located outside the City-
County Building in close proximity to
the city’s 45-foot Christmas tree. Near
the bottom of the tree was a sign
showing the mayor’s name and text
declaring the city’s “salute to liberty.”

The case began in the Western
District with a complaint from the
ACLU but was ultimately decided by
the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled
the nativity scene was unconstitutional
and the menorah display was constitu-
tional. In particular, the justices ruled
the nativity scene was unconstitutional
because of its placement in front of
the grand staircase and the lack of
surrounding secular displays. The

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

The ACBA Civil Litigation Section hosted its annual “Lunch with the Judges” event last month at the
Duquesne Club. The 2016 Professionalism Award went to Marie Milie Jones. Dean Passodelis, Jones and Ken
Gormley pose for a photo after Jones’ speech. See page 4 for more photos.

Pittsburgh’s 45-foot Christmas tree display at City-County Building.

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

November
Amy Coco ................................412-765-3399

Jason Karavias ........................412-456-7700

John H. Riordan, Jr. ..............412-394-3338

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ..412-391-8510 ext. 828

Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151
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As Amanda grew and was joined by
two brothers, Andrew in 1985 and
Aaron in 1988, our in-house library of
children’s books also grew and eventually
took over several book shelves. Every
evening, each of the children got to
choose, at least, one book for me to
read to them before bed. Often, I would
choose an additional book, because I had
my favorites, too. Then, as they settled
into bed for the night, each of them took
a few books to “read” to themselves
before they fell asleep for the night. 

To this day, one of my favorite
children’s authors is Dr. Seuss. He is a
favorite for many reasons, but primarily
because his books always taught a
lesson or two or three…

These lessons from Dr. Seuss are
applicable today in both the children’s
world and the adult world, and, I
think, in the legal profession. 

BE YOURSELF
Who else do you want to be? It is

vital that you be yourself. Take cues
from other people. Take their positives
and add them to yourself. Ignore their
negatives. Stand up and be counted.
Offer your opinion, whether in a meeting
with a client or a partner or at a
conference with the Court. 

MAKE THE WORLD
A BETTER PLACE

Isn’t that the reason most of us
went to law school? Didn’t we all think
that we could save the world, or at
least make a difference? Do the right
thing. Give back. We are the fortunate
ones. We had support and mentors. It is
our obligation to assist the less fortunate.
Take a pro bono case or two. Volunteer
at one of the legal clinics. Donate time
or money to a service project. 

NEVER STOP LEARNING
Yes, to maintain our license, every

year we must take 12 CLE credits.
Why stop there? What is wrong with
additional credits? Nothing. Knowledge
for the sake of knowledge. I am not

suggesting that you have to take a
course completely outside your
field, but why not brush up on your
deposition or evidence skills. Equally
importantly, why not attend one of the
many lectures or programs presented
in our community. The subjects are
countless – travel, finance, sports,
health, wellness, fitness…

IT’S ALL ABOUT BALANCE
Do I really have to continue to

repeat the necessity of work/life
balance? Most of us work too much.
We forget the importance of “down
time.” When is the last time you
actually read for pleasure? No, anything
with a heading that has a “vs.” in it or
is on Lexis is not pleasurable. That is
work. Take a vacation. Tell the boss
that I said so. Go away. Turn off the
cell phone and the email. Just chill. 

BE POSITIVE
We are surrounded by negativity all

day long. Just turn on the news. It is
exhausting. At the risk of being a
cheerleader – and I am thankful that
the Steelers have resisted having
cheerleaders – be the person in the
office to look on the bright side. This
winter when everyone is complaining
about the snow, remind them of the
beauty. Or, when someone talks about
the glass being half empty, explain to
them the reasons why the glass is
actually half full. 
Again, when I am in charge of

the world... n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

The ever-relevant lessons of children’s literature
By Melaine Shannon Rothey

As a child, there were always books
in our house. My parents read to us
from a very young age. When I was a
grade schooler, living in Milwaukee
and a suburb of Chicago, I spent many
hours at the local library, checking out
books. In those days, I loved biographies
of colonial leaders. Eventually, as a
high school student, I moved onto
“junior romances” and sports-related
biographies. My senior year in college,
needing a couple of credits to round
out my schedule, I arranged an
independent study course with a
Professor in the Education Department.
We called the course, “Investigating
Children’s Literature.” I wish I still
had a copy of my research paper for
the class, but 1979 was long before the
regular use of computers, diskettes, or
thumb drives. So, that epic work of
literature is long lost. 

That being said, I never lost my
love for children’s literature. As my
nieces and nephews were born, my
gifts to them were always books,
instead of stuffed toys. Then, in 1982,
with the birth of my first child, I had
the opportunity to really return to my
love of reading to children. As I was
still in law school, some of that reading
to my infant daughter, Amanda,
included my text books, as she sat in
her bouncy seat and looked at me.
Fortunately, at that very young age,
the sound of my voice was sufficient to
calm her. 

Melaine Shannon Rothey
ACBA President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury
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PHOTOS BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Marie Milie Jones discusses how she missed a meeting in
order to be at the Civil Litigation Section’s Lunch with the
Judges event on Oct. 27. Little did Jones know, her partner
cancelled the meeting because he knew she was going to be
honored with the 2016 Professionalism Award.

The 2016 Civil Litigation Lunch with the Judges was 
sponsored by Planet Depos. Planet Depos is a worldwide
court reporting service.

Judge Mark Tranquilli and attorneys from the law firm of Tucker Arensberg gather for
a photo prior to lunch. More than 20 law firms attended the event at the Duquesne Club.

ACBA President Melaine Shannon Rothey and Duquesne University
President Ken Gormley joined more than 100 attorneys for lunch with
the judges. Over lunch, judges and lawyers had open discussion and
small talk.

Meyer Darragh Buckler Bebenek & Eck, PLLC were among the firms to sponsor a
table. This law firm had the honor of spending lunch with Judge R. Stanton Wettick.

Judge Christine Ward poses for a photo with attorneys from Stewart, Murray and
Associates Law Group before lunch begins.

Lunch with
the Judges

Craig Fishman, Chair of the Civil Litigation Section, closes and thanks
everyone for attending the highly successful event.



November 25, 2016  / Page 5

 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

primarily handle limited tort motor vehicle collision 

cases. We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit 

in limited tort cases in the major jury system and try 

these cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury and 

recover money for their injuries.

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

Sonenshein, Hornak to present
refresher on rules of evidence
By Tracy Carbasho 

Understanding and interpreting the
key provisions of the federal rules of
evidence can be overwhelming at
times for both attorneys and judges.

Fortunately, the ACBA Federal Court
Section is bringing together a law
professor from Temple University, a
judge from the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania
and local attorneys to unravel any
confusion about evidentiary rules as
part of an educational program on
Thursday, Dec. 8.

“Our target audience is broad. We
hope to attract new lawyers to give
them a foundation on the evidentiary
rules and to provide some practical
advice and tips,” said Kirsten Rydstrom,
chair-elect of the section and partner
at Reed Smith. “We also aim to attract
seasoned lawyers to come to the
session for a refresher on the rules, to
bolster their skills and to hear the
views on this topic from a local judge
and a professor who teaches judges on
the topic.”

The featured speaker will be Temple
Law Professor David Sonenshein, who
estimates he has taught more than
10,000 law students and at least 10,000
judges and lawyers during a teaching
career that has spanned 39 years. U.S.
District Court Judge Mark Hornak is
among the jurists who have attended the

“judge’s schools” taught by Sonenshein
at the Federal Judicial Center in
Washington, D.C. 

“David Sonenshein is at the top of
his game in converting the legal rules
into useful and, more importantly,
usable tools for the trial practitioner.
He is a frequent and sought-after
educator of federal judges because he
breathes life into the black-letter
rules of evidence,” Hornak said. “His
use of realistic case scenarios has

helped me have a much better
understanding of evidentiary principles
and the reasons for those principles,
which helps to address the out-of-
the-ordinary situations that seem to
arise frequently.”

Hornak said any lawyer whose
practice includes federal or state trial
work – no matter how long they have
been practicing – would benefit from
hearing the professor’s lively, practical
and thorough applications of the law
of evidence. He found Sonenshein’s
presentations at the Federal Judicial
Center to be invaluable. 

Hornak identified evidentiary issues
as the most demanding issues he
encounters as a trial judge and said
they require split-second decision-
making by judges and lawyers, alike.
He used a sports analogy to describe the
impact that the rules of evidence have

on the strategic case planning of trial
lawyers in every civil and criminal case.

“Just as no NFL or NCAA coach can
walk into the stadium or arena without
a strong working knowledge of the
rules of the game, every trial lawyer
and trial judge has to have a great,
comfortable working knowledge of the
law of evidence,” he said. “From my
perspective, this is a body of knowledge
that cannot be refreshed too often.”

Sonenshein practiced law in Boston
for five years before beginning his
lifelong career as a teacher in 1977 at
the Boston University School of Law.
He also taught at the DePaul University
College of Law in Chicago and the
George Washington University School
of Law in Washington, D.C. before
joining the faculty at Temple in 1983.

If you’re going
The ACBA Federal Court Section will present “Essentials of Trial
Evidence As Taught by a Judge and a Teacher of Judges” on
Thursday, Dec. 8, at the Reed Smith Centre, which can
accommodate approximately 100 people. Registration begins at
12:30 p.m.; the program will run from 1 to 3:30. The cost is $85 for
Federal Court Section members, $105 for ACBA members
and $125 for all others. The program will provide 2.5 hours of
Substantive CLE credit. To register, see www.acba.org.

David Sonenshein
Featured Speaker

Continued on page 9
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“The symposium brings leaders in
their fields together for discussion of
important topics that affect companies
and consumers experiencing financial
problems,” Rochelle said. “I will talk
about important decisions that
appeals courts are scheduled to hand
down in the next six months that will
affect consumers and companies turn-
ing to the bankruptcy court for relief
from oppressive debt.

“I hope the attendees will learn to
think outside the box and employ new
ideas to help them better serve
their clients.”

Cheever, who serves in an “of
counsel” capacity at K&L Gates, said
the concept of holding a local symposium
was conceived after he and his law
firm colleague Dave Murdoch attended
a similar program sponsored by the
Bankruptcy Bar Association of the
Southern District of Florida. He said
the first symposium would never have
occurred without the leadership and
hard work of Murdoch, who passed
away in 2015. U.S. District Court
Chief Judge Joy Conti, who was then
working at K&L Gates, also helped
organize the initial event.

These days, the vice chair of the
ACBA Bankruptcy and Commercial
Law Section is the key coordinator
and behind-the-scenes person who
orchestrates the event with help from
the bar association and symposium
programming participants.

“The bankruptcy bar in Pittsburgh
is rather small compared to some
other practice areas, so there is a real
sense of collegiality and mutual
respect among the bankruptcy
practitioners,” said Section Vice
Chair and Symposium Chair Erica
Dausch, an attorney in the Creditors’
Rights and Insolvency Group at Babst,
Calland, Clements and Zomnir. “The
symposium is not just a great learning
experience, but with attendance
numbers close to 200, it has developed
into a great networking event that
brings together consumer and
commercial practitioners alike. Over
the last 29 years, it has developed into
more than your typical all-day
continuing legal education program.
It is a tradition.”

Section Chair Jeanne Lofgren, an
attorney at the Stonecipher Law Firm,
said the target audience is both
consumer and commercial practitioners.
The presenters are a mix of attorneys,
judges and non-attorney professionals,
including certified public accountants,
turnaround experts and lenders, both
traditional and nontraditional.

“Bankruptcy as a practice area
touches on many other areas like
general commercial law, labor law,
family law, consumer protection issues,
mortgage foreclosures and personal
injury,” Lofgren said. “So there is
significant reach into other practice
areas, particularly those that revolve
around debtor-creditor relationships.”

A lot of attention goes into each
session with planning typically
beginning in January. This year will
feature three morning sessions, one
discussing the ethics of lawyers
performing charity work; one about
important bankruptcy questions to be
decided soon by the Supreme Court
and the Court of Appeals; and the

BANKRUPTCY SYMPOSIUM 
continued from front cover

other will be a roundtable discussion
by judges addressing an array of topics
and giving their court’s perspective on
matters impacting legal practice and
procedures for both consumer and
commercial practitioners.

Mark Yochum, a law professor at
Duquesne University who has spoken
at about 20 symposiums, will present
the morning session on charity. 

“I’ll be talking about charity,
lawyers’ pro bono activity and the
more detailed rules on conflicts when
one does pro bono work,” he said. “My
work with the ACBA was an entrée
into national speaking gigs, and that’s
because of our great bar. Folks have
no idea about the influence of our
bench and bar in national practice.”

Judge Thomas Agresti of the
Bankruptcy Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania, will be
among the judges speaking at the
morning roundtable discussion. He
has been a presenter for the past 13
years, but also attended for numerous
years prior to being a speaker.

“As far as I can remember, if one
was to adequately practice bankruptcy
law in the Western District, it was
important to attend the annual ACBA
symposium,” Agresti said. “It’s an
important source for knowledgeable,
comprehensive, up-to-date discussion
and review of bankruptcy law, practice
and issues at a very reasonable
CLE cost.”

Agresti was instrumental in
working with symposium leaders in
2012 and 2013 to enhance the marketing
of the event.

“An unmistakable measure of the
symposium’s stature becomes apparent
when I attend bankruptcy events
across the country,” Agresti said. “So
many of my bankruptcy colleagues
from faraway places are keenly aware
of the ACBA symposium and the
prominence it enjoys.”

Dausch said nine breakout sessions
are usually held in the afternoon
with three intended for consumer
practitioners, three for commercial
practitioners and three for a crossover
group of consumer and commercial
practitioners. She expects the mediation
strategies panel to be popular,
especially since one of the panelists
will be Chief Judge Jeffery Deller of
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Western District. n

Bill Rochelle
Keynote Speaker

court determined it sent a message
that the government supported and
promoted Christian beliefs.

On the other hand, the court
concluded the menorah did not
qualify as an establishment of religion
primarily because the nearby Christmas
tree was more dominant. The court
further stated the context of the display
implied that the menorah merely
represented an alternative way to
celebrate the holiday season.

The court relied, in part, on the
1984 Lynch v. Donnelly decision, in which
the Supreme Court was responsible
for determining the constitutionality
of a display in Pawtucket, R.I. The city
owned a nativity scene and included it
in an elaborate display on the grounds
of a park owned by a nonprofit
organization. The display included not
only a nativity scene, but also many
secular items, including a Santa
Claus, a Christmas tree, reindeer and
candy cane poles. 

In that case, the court ruled that the
display was constitutional because it
included secular items and that using
the nativity scene as part of the overall
display did not advance religion.

Witold “Vic” Walczak, legal director
of the ACLU of Pennsylvania, came to
work in the Pittsburgh office two
years after the Allegheny County case
had been settled. He believes the case
set a precedent by making it clear that
a display with religious symbols and no
secular appearance is unconstitutional.
The Lynch case opened the door to
religious displays being constitutional,
if they include a secular element.

“The cases did not, unfortunately,
end either the legal wars or divisiveness
in the community over what religious

PUBLIC HOLIDAY DISPLAYS 
continued from front cover

displays are constitutional and which
aren’t,” Walczak said. “There have
been dozens of cases in the lower
courts since then trying to determine
whether a particular display crosses
the First Amendment line.”

Walczak said local, state and federal
government entities should leave religion
to the people and private enterprise.
He suggests they restrict their displays
to trees, snowmen and reindeer.

“Religion is important to many
people in this country and people
adhere to different belief systems,” he
said. “When government elects to display
one religion’s symbol, it sends the
ancillary message to members of the
audience who are non-adherents that
they are outsiders, not full members
of the political community, and an
accompanying message to adherents
that they are insiders, favored
members of the political community.
That is divisive.”

Robert Max Junker, chair of the
Municipal and School Solicitors Section,
has not been involved in any case
regarding holiday displays. However,
he conducted research and prepared
a presentation on the topic for the
Pennsylvania State Association of
Boroughs in 2015. He believes both
cases make a distinction between
religious symbols and holiday symbols.

“The Christmas tree and Santa
Claus with the eight reindeer are not
distinctly religious symbols in the
eyes of the courts,” Junker said. “I
understand the criticism of the current
law in that it can reduce federal
judges to counting reindeer. The
extremes of a complete ban on every
symbol down to a snowflake and a
complete endorsement of a religion
are to be avoided, but that leaves a lot
of room in the middle.” n

If you’re going
The ACBA Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section will present
the symposium on Friday, Dec. 9, in the Westin Convention Center
Hotel. The event will offer six continuing legal education credits –
five substantive and one ethics. Registration begins at 8 a.m.;
the program runs from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The keynote address
will be presented by Bill Rochelle, editor-at-large for the American
Bankruptcy Institute. Lunch will be provided and the symposium
will be followed by the section’s annual holiday party.
For registration details, see www.acba.org.
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Judge Ross, a courageous voice for women, 
a role model for all lawyers and judges
By James H. Logan

Judge Eunice Ross was born
BEFORE the WLD. 
Last month, the WLD held a

CLE/luncheon for Judge Ross in
which we helped celebrate her 93rd
birthday. As Judge Rochelle Friedman
introduced the speakers, she noted, “It
is important to see what the road has
been, so we can take the past and
bring it forward and make it our own.”
At the end of the program, Friedman
gifted Ross with the book “Sisters in
Law – How Sandra Day O’Connor and
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Went to the
Supreme Court and Changed the
World.” The book will be signed by
both Justices O’Connor and Ginsburg
with the following inscription,
“Esteemed colleague, whose moral
fiber and remarkable scholarly
achievements have advanced the role
of women in the profession.” 
Judge Ross shared stories about

her life and career. Ellen Doyle, Amy
Coco, Lisette McCormick, and Ann
Begler provided substantive content.
Jessica Ziemski chaired the event.
Once again, it was a great team effort. 
Part of the program involved

colleagues and practitioners reflecting
on their experiences with Judge Ross.
The following are my comments.
“Trailblazers in Allegheny County:
Honoring Judge Eunice Ross. How far
have we come?” helped us to see what
the road has been, and how far we

have come. Only we can decide where
we go next.

My most memorable interaction
with the distinguished and learned
Judge Ross occurred not when I
appeared before her but when I
(working with my co-counsel, Louise
Malakoff and Michael Malakoff) was
preparing for a major gender discrim-
ination case in federal district court,
in late 1978. I asked her to testify on
behalf of two women court reporters
in the Family Division of the Court of
Common Pleas, who were being paid

about $8,000 a year less than two male
court reporters in the Orphans’ Court
Division. The case was entitled Herd
v. Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County, et al. There were a number of
individual defendants also. It was a
clear case of pay disparity. Today it
would be a simple case. It was not then.

The major defense was that the
work of the court reporters in
Orphans’ Court was more difficult,
because the male reporters were
recording testimony in cases that
involved a large amount of money,
whereas the female reporters were
recording testimony not involving
large amounts of money but allegedly
involving more “minor” matters such
as child custody, support, alimony, etc.
Our argument in response was that
recording the testimony in Orphans’
Court was rather simple and pro
forma, such as recording “yes”
answers to questions such as “Are you
the executor of the estate of so-and-so,
deceased?” “Did you cause this First
and Final Account to be prepared?”
“Is everything in the First and Final
Account true and accurate?” etc. The

testimony in Family Division, on the
other hand, typically involved a marital
couple hollering at each other, speaking
at the same time, with tensions
running high and the court trying to
control the proceeding. The hearings
in Family Court often went long into
the evening, with few breaks. Testimony
from our clients and other court
reporters was that it was much harder
and took more skill to record testimony
accurately in the Family Court, and in
any event, the duties of the court
reporters in Family Court required
equal skill, effort and responsibility.
There was simply no factual basis for
the disparity in pay.

The case had been pending at the
EEOC and the district court for a good
while, and after a protracted period of
discovery, the case was finally set for
trial. I was a fairly young attorney
then, having been in practice only
since 1970. I had never sued the Court
of Common Pleas for any matter,
much less regarding a matter so
controversial and highly visible.

Judge Eunice Ross

Continued on page 11

I have always admired Judge Ross. Her entire career is a model for any
attorney or judge to follow: she had brains and used them, she exuded
class, grace and civility. She manifested a social conscience. I have been
privileged to know her. I have considered her a dear friend all these many
years. Happy Birthday, Judge Ross, and many more.      – James H. Logan

“

”
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Jasmin Randolph-Taylor; Alysia Keating, director of the Institute for Gender Equality;
Khalipha Misawa and Ram Eachambadi take a moment out of their discussion to join in a
photo during the Seventh Annual Diverse Law Student Reception. The event, which took
place on Nov. 3 in the Koppers Building, allowed law students the opportunity to meet with
experienced judges and attorneys from Pittsburgh’s legal community.

Teraya White,
recruiting director
at Buchanan
Ingersoll and
Rooney PC; Susan
Yohe and Jose C.
Ariet Cheni enjoy
their evening.

Avani Sudhakar (left) and Elizabeth Hughes smile
for the camera.

Chernor Barry (left) and Aaron Butler, co-workers 
at the federal public defender’s office, unwittingly
strike a parallel pose.

Diverse Law
Student Reception
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Attorneys Against Hunger kicks off 2016-17 campaign
In Allegheny County, nearly 18 percent of children live in poverty. Stand up against hunger today!

By Erin Rhodes

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation
is pleased to announce the launch of
the 2016-17 Attorneys Against Hunger
campaign. Now in its 24th year, the
campaign aims to raise $100,000 for
local organizations that provide food
and services to low-income individuals
and families facing poverty.

Thanks to the generous support of
lead sponsor Steidl & Steinberg and
supporting sponsors Gleason &
Associates and retired Judge Raymond
A. Novak, every dollar donated to the
campaign will go directly to 17 agencies
located throughout Allegheny County.

Besides their sponsorships, Steidl &
Steinberg, Gleason & Associates and
Judge Novak have made additional
donations to help kick off this year’s
campaign. In addition, once the campaign
raises $85,000 in donations, Eckert
Seamans Cherin & Mellott, the Rita M.
McGinley Foundation, and the McGinley
Family Members of the Bar Association
will provide a generous challenge grant. 

While these gifts will set the stage for
a strong year, the campaign still relies on
the support of ACBA members to reach –
and hopefully surpass – its $100,000 goal.

Please consider making a tax-
deductible gift to this year’s campaign.
Gifts, made payable to the ACBF, can
be mailed directly to the ACBF at 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Ave.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219, or you can make
a secure online donation at www.acbf.org
by clicking on “Make a Donation.”

For more details, contact Erin Rhodes
at 412-402-6641 or erhodes@acba.org. n

SUPPORTED AGENCIES
East End Cooperative Ministry

First English Evangelical Lutheran Church

First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh

Focus on Renewal

Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

Hunger Services Urban League of Pittsburgh

Jubilee Kitchen

Just Harvest

North Hills Community Outreach

Rainbow Kitchen

Smithfield United Church of Christ

South Hills Interfaith Movement

Squirrel Hill Community Food Pantry

Saint Mary of Mercy Parish

The Intersection, Inc.

Trinity Cathedral

SPONSORS &
CHALLENGE GRANTS

Lead Sponsor:

Supporting Sponsors:

Challenge Grant Donors:

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Rita M. McGinley Foundation

McGinley Family Members of the Bar Association

& The Honorable Raymond A. Novak

2016-17 Attorneys Against Hunger Outreach Events

Sunday, Jan. 22
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force

5913 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Saturday, March 11
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank
1 N. Linden Street, Duquesne, PA 15110

More events to be announced. Please visit www.acbf.org for
updates. If you would like to register to volunteer, please 

contact Jessica Pfauth at 412-402-6681 or jpfauth@acba.org.

He earned his law degree from New
York University in 1972.

“As much as I love teaching law
students, judges and practicing
attorneys are my favorite audience,”
he said. “Post-admission education
permits lawyers and judges to
reconsider matters they learned in
law school with the perspective of
their years of practice.”

Sonenshein will present the various
evidentiary rules through the use of
live lawyer vignettes. Local attorneys
Mark Tamburri from the UPMC
Corporate Legal Department and

SONENSHEIN, HORNAK 
continued from page 5

John Schwab from Pietragallo Gordon
Alfano Bosick & Raspanti will bring
the vignettes to life, and then Hornak
will present his views and interpretations
about the issues in the vignettes.
Audience interaction is expected.

Rydstrom said the demonstrations,
which portray portions of trial exami-
nations, have been used by Sonenshein
to train trial attorneys at law firms
and bar associations throughout the
United States, the U.S. Department of
Justice and judges at the Federal
Judicial Center. Program topics will
include opinion testimony, impeachment,
character and habit evidence, hearsay
and electronic evidence. n

Begin your day with us at

www.pit t sburghlegal journal .org
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Come celebrate your fellow attorneys who
have been practicing law for 50 or 60 years.

Monday, November 28  |  5:00 p.m.  |  Duquesne Club

For more information, including an updated list of honorees,
please visit www.acba.org/5060.

Sponsored by

Indeed, some of my peers thought we
were crazy for suing the court, when
we would have to appear in front of
many of these same judges in the future.
The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
came in for the trial, and its attorney
was opposing us, assisting the large
law firm that was representing the
Court of Common Pleas, the president
judge and the court administrator. The
atmosphere was very intimidating.

Judge Ross encouraged me not to
lose heart, to keep on fighting the case,
even if I might get some push-back
from other judges. The Court of
Common Pleas was split over which
side to take: we had seven judges willing
to testify for our side, the other side
had three. Judge Ross was our first
judicial witness. She was viewed by
some of her judicial peers as having
been disloyal for testifying. She was
very forthright in her testimony and
was most impressive, naturally.
Although we lost a portion of the case,
which was tried nonjury, in another
portion of the case we obtained a
confidential settlement for our clients.
This case helped to change the pay
disparity that had existed for so long.
Without Judge Ross’s encouragement
and courageous testimony, the gender
disparity issues might well not have
been resolved so quickly.

I have always admired Judge Ross.
Her entire career is a model for any
attorney or judge to follow: she had
brains and used them, she exuded
class, grace and civility. She manifested
a social conscience. I have been
privileged to know her. I have considered
her a dear friend all these many years.
Happy Birthday, Judge Ross, and
many more. n

JUDGE ROSS
continued from page 7



Edward Chiodo
has joined Shen-
derovich Shen-
derovich & Fish-
man as an associ-
ate. His practice
concentrates on
claims and law-
suits arising from
serious injuries,
professional mal-
practice, FELA
and Workers’ Com-
pensation claims. 

Linda C. 
Flaherty is the new
chief operating
officer for Eckert
Seamans Cherin &
Mellott, LLC. In
this role, Flaherty
leads and directs
the firm’s opera-
tional support
d e p a r t m e n t s ,
including informa-
tion technology,
human resources

and benefits, facilities, office services,
and records management. In addition,

she works closely with the members-in-
charge and office managers in all of
Eckert Seamans’ locations for consistent
application of the firm’s policies and
achievement of the firm’s objectives.
Flaherty reports to the chief executive
officer and the firm’s executive committee.

Christian A.
Angotti has joined
OGC Law, LLC as
an associate. His
practice focuses
on commercial lit-
igation, including
intellectual prop-
erty litigation, and
outside general
counsel matters.

Dinsmore &
Shohl LLP is 

moving to a new location at Six PPG
Place to accommodate the office’s
continued growth. The move will 
happen in two phases, with the first
group of attorneys scheduled to move
to in the spring of 2017, while the
remainder of the office will complete
the move in early 2018 when the lease
expires at One Oxford Centre.
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Edward
Chiodo

Christina M.
Barringer has
joined Clark Hill
PLC as a banking
and finance 
associate. Her
practice focuses
on negotiating and
drafting loan and
real property doc-
uments for com-
plex commercial
real estate finance
transactions.

People on the Move
Lacee Ecker

has joined Ameri-
can Eagle Outfit-
ters as Assistant
Corporate Coun-
sel. Her practice
focuses on com-
mercial transac-
tions, internation-
al licensing and
general liability
litigation.

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412)
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Registration information for all programs unless otherwise noted:
Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at

400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.
Credit card registration is also available online at
www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

CONSTRUCTION LAW SECTION
Hot Topics in Construction Law

Held in one of the city’s latest construction projects, the newly refurbished
Union Trust Building, this CLE course will feature a potpourri of the latest news,

trends and developments in construction law. Specific topics include:

1. “The Pennsylvania Lien Law: a 10-Year Statutory Retrospective”

2. “International Arbitration: Practical Considerations and Practice Tips for 
Construction, Energy, Infrastructure and Mega Projects”

3. “Winning Construction Claims through Settlement”

*Construction Law Section Holiday Reception will immediately follow program.

Credits: 3 hours of Substantive CLE credit • When: Tuesday, Dec. 13 • 
Registration: 1:30 p.m. • Time: 2 - 5 p.m. • Where: Union Trust Building, 
501 Grant St., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost: $105 for Construction Law Section
members, $125 for ACBA members, $150 for all others • Last date to pre-register:
Sunday, Dec. 11, 11:59 p.m.

PROBATE & TRUST LAW SECTION
A Look at the New Allegheny County Orphans’

Court Rules: Changes in Rules, Changes in Practice
Panelists will examine the changes to Allegheny County Orphans’ Court local
rules. Additionally, the interplay between the new local and state rules will be
discussed. New forms and changes in procedures, including those involved
with accountings, motions and petitions, will also be covered. The panel is
comprised of representatives from the Allegheny County Wills/Orphans’ 

Court Division and seasoned practitioners.

*Probate & Trust Law Section Holiday Reception 
will immediately follow program.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Wednesday, Dec. 7 • 
Registration: 3:30 p.m. • Time: 4 - 5 p.m. •Where: Koppers Building Conference
Center, Grant Room, 9th floor., 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • 
Cost: $35 for Probate & Trust Law Section members, $45 for ACBA members, 
$70 for all others • Last date to pre-register:Monday, Dec. 5, 11:59 p.m.

Christina M.
Barringer

Linda C.
Flaherty

Lacee
Ecker

Christian A.
Angotti

Employment
Where

Meets The Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients with 
advice, counseling and representation 
in all aspects of employment law.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law
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