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Where there’s a WILL, there’s a way
Women’s Institute

for Leadership in Law

to launch in March

By Zandy Dudiak

Nationally, the number of
women who are equity partners
in law firms has remained
relatively unchanged in the
last decade – and the number in
Pittsburgh is similar, hovering
just below the national average.
The 2017 National Association

of Women Lawyers annual
survey report on the Promotion
and Retention of Women in
Law Firms found that, despite
being hired in nearly equal
numbers as men at the associate
level, women account for only
19 percent of equity partner-
ships, a 3-percent increase
over the last 10 years. Women
of color accounted for just 2
percent of equity partners, the
survey found.
“Women graduate law school

at about the same percentage
as men, are starting in firms at
50 percent, yet are ascending
to partnership at 18 to 19 percent
in Pittsburgh,” said Beverly
Block, co-chair of the ACBA’s
Gender Equality Committee.
“Something is missing from
an advancement standpoint –
the profession is losing too
many women.”
The Gender Equality

Committee has been working
for 18 months on an initiative
to improve those numbers –
and the result is the ACBA’s
Women’s Institute for Leadership

in Law, which is to launch in
March 2018.
The work to create WILL

began under the leadership of
former GEC co-chairs Krysia
Kubiak and Judge Maureen
Kelly and continues with new
co-chairs Block and Christie
Tillapaugh. Their efforts build

upon the successes of the
Institute for Gender Equality
and Women in Law Division
programs and have a goal of
providing a more-consistent
learning experience for women.
“It is the hope of the com-

mittee that the establishment
of the (Women’s Institute for

Leadership in Law) will provide
an intensive and business-
focused series of programs for
women who have established
themselves as attorneys and
seek to succeed in their firms
and the profession,” Kelly said.
A Nov. 1, 2017, Law.com

article (“Lack of Gender

Diverse Partnership: Is It the
Woman or the Firm?”) reported
that nearly 20 percent of
women reported feeling
unprepared to become a
partner compared to 10 percent
of men. Citing research by
ALM Intelligence, the article
reported that fewer women –
59 percent, compared to 66
percent of men – reported
having formal business devel-
opment training before or
after becoming partner and
that “fewer women reported
feeling very comfortable with
partner tasks such as budgeting,
creating alternative fee
arrangements and staffing
levels than men.” 
The 2017 National Association

of Women Lawyers survey
found these inequities:
• Among equity partners, the

client billings of women are 92
percent of those submitted by
men, despite working as
many hours.
• The median woman equity

partner earns 94 percent of
what her male counterpart
makes in firms with more
established women’s initiatives,
compared to 82 percent in
firms reporting relatively
new initiatives.
• 97 percent of firms report

their top earner is a man.
• Nearly 70 percent of firms

have only one or no women in
their top 10 earners.
• People of color make up about

6 percent of equity partners.
• LGBTQ people represent

only 2 percent of equity 
partners.

Rancosky provides necessary guidance
to prove bad faith conduct by insurers
By Kenneth R. Behrend

In early 1990, the phone rang in my
office, and to my surprise on the other
end of the line was an attorney who
was on the floor of the Pennsylvania
Senate. The attorney explained that
since I had worked on insurance
consumer fraud cases, he wanted my
thoughts on a proposed bill creating
an insurance company bad faith
statute for Pennsylvania. Also, he
needed my thoughts right away, since
it appeared there were enough votes
to get the statute passed that day.

However, there was one “slight” problem:
there was no definitional section, so
the term “bad faith” was undefined.
The conundrum was whether they
should get the bill passed as it was
drafted, or have the bill presented
later – after there was sufficient time
to develop a definitional section.
My first thought was to get it

passed while the votes were there.
The Legislature can be fickle. It was
my thought they get the bill passed
and then a subsequent amendment to
add definitions, or, if amendment was
not possible, leave it to the courts to

define insurance bad faith and provide
the elements necessary to prove the
statutory claim.
Never did it occur to me that, 27

years later, I would be arguing what
elements are necessary to prove
statutory insurer bad faith to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
The statute as passed, reads as

follows:
§ 8371. Actions on insurance policies
In an action arising under an

insurance policy, if the court finds

2016 - 2017 ACBF
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Beverly Block, left, and Christie Tillapaugh – co-chairs of the ACBA Gender Equality
Committee – are excited to help launch the Women’s Institute for Leadership in Law.
WILL is intended to provide business-focused training so more women can earn equity
partner positions.

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 8
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RESULTS
Andrew J. Cornelius, P.C.  |  Intellectual Property Law

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828

January 2018
James R. Schadel ....................412-995-3000

Timothy Stienstraw ................412-803-1140
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Stephen J. Byers v. Ernest E. Liggett and Marilyn Kostik Liggett, Hertzberg, J. ..................................................................................Page 317
Deficiency Judgment—Time for filing Petition on Deficiency Judgement—Timeliness of Supplemental(Amended) Petition—Method of valuation.

Court granted Petition for Deficiency Judgment as timely, as long as filed no later than 6 months from delivery of Sheriff ’s Deed.
Permitted amendment to Petition considering stay pending earlier appeal.

Impact Neighborhood Redevelopment Company v.
Shedrina A. Parker, Borough of Wilkinsburg, Wilkinsburg School District and Allegheny County, Hertzberg, J. ............................Page 318
Action Under Blighted Property Conservation Act—Determine Priority of Liens/Tax Liens and Municipal Claims (not recorded)
Have Priority Over Lien of Conservator Upon Sale.

Court determined that unrecorded tax liens and municipal claims have priority over lien for improvements by Conservator under the Act.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Michael Giles*, Rangos, J. ..................................................................................................................Page 320
Criminal Appeal—Sex Offenses—Hearsay—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Sufficiency—Weight of the Evidence—Forensic Interview

When a sexual assault happens to a child,  forensic interview of that child is admissible as a prior consistent statement, and is not hearsay.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Donald William Scott, Todd, J. ...........................................................................................................Page 323
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Ineffective Assistance of Counsel—Castle Doctrine—Closing Argument

Various claims of ineffective assistance of counsel in connection with homicide conviction.

*This opinion was redacted by the ACBA staff. It is the express policy of the Pittsburgh Legal Journal not to publish the names of
juveniles in cases involving sexual or physical abuse and names of sexual assault victims or relatives whose names could be used
to identify such victims.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

In all the excitement over The Bomb winning another ACBA softball championship, the caption accompanying
the team photo that was published in the Nov. 24, 2017, edition of the Lawyers Journal had the players’ names
out of order. In the front row, from left, are Chuck Peterson, Don Jerich, Jeff Pollock, Chris Schreyer, David
Kendall and David Gaudio. In back are Jake Mihalov, Tom Charles, Gregg Kowalkowski, Matt Meyers, Matt
Kozusko, Ben Trodden, John Danielczyk, Anthony Bianco and Bill Stewart. The team also included coaches
emeriti Jerry Wienand and Dave Charles and players Brandon Alexander, Brandon Uram, Keith Miller, Evan
Lloyd, Pat McGregor, Steven Engel and Andrea Riberi.

The Bomb claims its 16th ACBA softball title  
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Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Her background includes a degree
in biomedical engineering and a law
degree, both from Duke University.
She started Parrish Law Offices –
which has a presence in Pittsburgh
and Washington, D.C. – in 1999. Her
firm represents and advises health
care providers, research institutions
and life science companies in the
areas of health care law, science law
and intellectual property.
“We have been fortunate to work

with many clients whose innovations
have significantly improved the lives
of individuals suffering from a disease
or illness,” Parrish said. “We advocate
for Medicare and private insurance
companies to pay for those technologies
and treatments through various legal
and administrative channels.”
Parrish stressed that pro bono work

can have a significant impact on those
who don’t have the expertise or resources
to resolve their problems themselves.
“Unfortunately, Medicare law and

regulations are technical and beyond

the ability of most to navigate without
a lawyer, but not everyone can afford
a lawyer, and not everyone has the
energy – particularly when they are
sick and living on a fixed income,”
Parrish said. “Our legal system
works best when people of all means
are represented.”
Massachusetts resident Carol

Lewis received help from Parrish

beginning in 2013. She said Parrish
deserves this prestigious award
because of her work to correct a
grave injustice created by
Medicare’s denial to pay for contin-
uous glucose monitors.
“Debra is responsible for abolishing

the policy that Medicare used to deny
coverage of the monitors,” Lewis said.
“I truly believe the work she has
done will help thousands of Medicare
beneficiaries.”
Bridget Noonan, an associate working

at the law firm, said generosity toward
those in need is ingrained in the
character of Parrish.
“Her tireless efforts to assist people

serve as a daily reminder that giving
back should be integrated in the
normal course of business for
attorneys,” Noonan said. “She is
energetic and wants the voice of
people struggling to pay for reasonable
and medically necessary services and
devices to be heard.” n

Parrish honored for her pro bono work
By Tracy Carbasho

Four years ago, Debra Parrish
handled a pro bono case to help a
Massachusetts woman obtain
Medicare coverage for a continuous
glucose monitor to manage her diabetes.
At the time, Parrish thought the case
would be a one-time thing and she’d
move on to other matters.
Not so.
Soon after, Parrish began to hear

from many others who were seeking
the same type of assistance. Since
then, her firm has challenged
Medicare policies, won many adminis-
trative hearings regarding the monitors
and has taken claims for beneficiaries
through the appeals process and gotten
services, devices, medications and lab
tests covered. A big win for the firm
and beneficiaries came when Medicare
agreed in January 2017 to provide
limited coverage for the monitors.
“I’ve been told that at least 17,000

Medicare beneficiaries need a
continuous glucose monitor,” Parrish
said. “I got to work with some of the
most devoted clinicians in changing
Medicare’s coverage policy. Getting that
policy changed has had a significant
impact on a lot of lives.”
Parrish, whose law firm represents

many Medicare beneficiaries who
need access to medical treatments and
technologies, was honored in August
with a Pro Bono Publico Award from
the American Bar Association Standing
Committee on Pro Bono and Public
Service. The awards are given to lawyers
and legal institutions that have
demonstrated outstanding commitment
to volunteer legal services for the poor
and disadvantaged.
“The committee recognized her

because we appreciate the unique
nature of her pro bono commitment
and the legal work she provides,”
Committee Chair George “Buck”
Lewis said. “She makes a difference
by combining her backgrounds in
science, medicine and law – a rare
combination of expertise in the pro
bono arena – and she selects pro bono
cases that have a meaningful impact
for those whose health can be
improved through the legal intervention
she and her team provide.”

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Debra Parrish was honored in August with a Pro Bono Publico Award
from the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Pro Bono and
Public Service. The awards are given to lawyers and legal institutions
that have demonstrated outstanding commitment to volunteer legal
services for the poor and disadvantaged.

I got to work with some
of the most devoted 
clinicians in changing
Medicare’s coverage policy.
Getting that policy changed
has had a significant impact
on a lot of lives.

– Debra Parrish

“

”

The Offices at the Bar
Downtown Pittsburgh office space available to 

members at affordable rates starting at $20 per day.
See acba.org/offices for details.
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Louis B. Kushner

Alan C. Blanco Noah R. JordanErnest B. Orsatti

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT ATTORNEYS

EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION ATTORNEYS

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

(412) 338-1100   

www.rothmangordon.com

James W. Carroll, Jr. Ryan P. Stewart Stephen H. Jordan

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

YLD members Eric Wyant, Kelsey Gross and Cassandra Boyer enjoy the “Silver
Clouds” art installation at the Andy Warhol Museum on Friday, Nov. 17, during the
Young Lawyers Division’s TGIF Happy Hour. Warhol debuted the installation in 1966,
and the “clouds” are filled with a propriety mix of helium and air to ensure that they
hover instead of float up to the ceiling.

Laura Bunting and Alexandra Kovalchick relax on the
famous red couch while chatting with Nicholas Krakoff
during the TGIF Happy Hour. The couch – which was a
fixture in The Factory, Warhol’s New York City studio –
was featured in several films and photographs and served
as a bed for many of Warhol’s guests.

YLD TGIF Happy 
Hour at the Warhol

Gross, Boyer and Wyant study the painting “Do It Yourself
(Sailboat)” from Warhol’s 1962 “Do It Yourself ” series.

Learn more about the Young Lawyers Division at
www.acba.org/Young-Lawyers-Division
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 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

4 simple yet effective ways to
avoid legal malpractice claims
Legal malpractice claims are

relatively common, and many arise as
a result of simple mistakes that could –
and should – have been avoided. Here
are some tips that can help lawyers
avoid costly malpractice claims:

Don’t blow off deadlines

Missed deadlines are the most
common source of malpractice
claims. Missing a deadline happens
for a variety of reasons, none of which
are excusable: you had the wrong
date, you procrastinated, you had a
family emergency or you simply
forgot. But attorneys are working for
their client and should do everything
they can to meet their expectations.
Investing in practice-management
software with a digital calendar and
automated reminders can keep
everyone accountable.

Document all fees

To avoid getting into a financial
dispute with a client, lawyers should
clearly document all timekeeping,
fees, transactions and payment details
to avoid conflict. This will help you
stay out of malpractice court and
avoid doing unpaid work and suing a
client to recoup unpaid fees, which
almost always results in a counterclaim
for negligence.

Keep a paper trail

Set up a reliable system to manage
your files that will help you store,

back up, and secure client information.
Strive to always keep your clients
updated and informed, and also
document all communications with
clients throughout the representation –
a comprehensive paper trail will not
only keep you informed as to the
status of each of your cases, but also
significantly reduce your malpractice
risk.

Avoid conflicts of interest

Conflicts of interest continue to be
the most common alleged malpractice
error, according to a Lexology report
(“Avoid the leading causes of legal
malpractice claims,” Jan. 16, 2016).
When a lawyer represents a client
despite some sort of conflict of
interest, both the client and the court
system take this situation very
seriously – such an error represents a
breach of the duty of loyalty. These
conflicts often arise because the same
lawyer or law firm has represented
the same current or past clients, and
can be avoided by giving conflict
checks top priority to protect the firm
against malpractice claims. n

To learn more about how to
avoid a legal malpractice
claim, contact USI Affinity
insurance professional

Michelle Logan at 412-851-5209 
or michelle.logan@usiaffinity.com. To
learn more about the full range of 
insurance products available through
ACBA-endorsed USI Affinity,
www.acba.org/USI-Affinity.

A F F I N I T Y

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Jonathan Stewart, left, discusses things he learned as a fresh attorney
and the importance of identifying how you’re going to acquire clients.
One great resource, he told those attending the Civil Litigation Section’s
Practical Skills You Don’t Learn in Law School Lunch-and-Learn, is to
start by asking friends and family. Panelist David Chludzinski, right,
discussed the importance of preserving evidence for trial, and that
includes making sure data isn’t deleted from social media – which, in
some cases, could even prevent a trial. The Oct. 23 program was held in
the Koppers Building Conference Center in October.

Practical Skills You Don’t Learn 
in Law School Lunch-and-Learn
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• People with disabilities represent
less than 1 percent of equity partners.
“We are focused on what the local

and national data are telling us,”
Block said. “Women are feeling less
prepared to be partners. There’s not
really an ambition gap.”
Block said the ACBA formed the

Institute for Gender Equality in 2008
as an offshoot of its 2005 survey, which
showed little improvement in the
partnership levels of women, the
male-female wage gap and the
enhancement of women and diverse
members to build successful careers.
The formation of the IGE was one of
the recommendations of the ACBA’s
Gender Equality Task Force. 
“Since it was founded, the focus of

the Institute for Gender Equality has
been to provide programs for women
attorneys and law firm leaders relative
to the professional advancement and
equal treatment of women in the
profession,” Kelly said.
“The development of WILL is a

logical next step in the work of the
IGE” said Alysia Keating, ACBA
director of Diversity and Gender
Equality and director of the IGE.
WILL is targeting women with five to
eight years of professional experience. It
will provide business-development
skills and financial training to
advance women and elevate them to
partnership or the next leadership
level within their organizations.
“We are hoping to have a diverse

first cohort of women attorneys
representing different backgrounds,
experiences, practice areas and work
environments,” Keating said. 

Tillapaugh, who is also chair of
Talent Management at Cohen & Grigsby,
said that five-to-eight-year point is a
“sweet spot for women looking to be
promoted and accelerate their
career.” Unlike larger firms, smaller
firms and corporate law spaces may
not have the resources to provide
internal training that would prepare
attorneys for career advancement.
The ACBA is offering WILL at a cost
of $3,000 so that even small firms
might be able to afford sending up-
and-coming associates, though some
attendees may have to pay their own
way. Scholarships might be possible.
Plans call for cohorts of 20 to 25

people to receive training in several
sessions during one calendar year.
The first cohort will start in March
2018. WILL is accepting applications
beginning in late December and will
consider future cohorts if the demand
is there.
The new institute will kick off with

an overnight retreat guided by Leanne
Meyer of Carnegie Mellon University’s
Tepper School. Subsequent sessions
will focus on professional growth

areas such as self-assessment,
resilience, finance, internal and
external business relationships and
effective leadership and team
management. Sessions will be led by
CMU professors, industry experts and
local attorneys who have extensive
subject matter expertise.
One consistent theme that women

face is the lack of access to formal
mentors within their firms. Instead,
they seem to find mentors and sponsors
by connecting outside their firms,
Block said. The institute will require
that women have a steward from their
organization who can shadow them
through the WILL process and assure
that what they’ve learned is followed
up with at the firm.
Keating said she is encouraged by

some of the progress being made by
women in Pittsburgh. She points to the
success of firms, such as Cohen &
Grigsby, in appointing more women
partners in recent years. She also
highlights the number of women in
leadership positions in the
ACBA. The majority of the ACBA
Board of Governors is women – two of
the five officers and 15 of the 23
remaining board members are
women. One officer and six other
board members are women of color. 
Tillapaugh points to the change in

the ACBA Board of Governors as a
“very positive sign” that things are
moving ahead locally.
“We know where Pittsburgh has

been,” Tillapaugh said. “The hopefulness
of where we’re going by building on
our successes shows we’re moving in
the right direction. Our emphasis is
getting us going faster. Where there is
a WILL, there is a way.” n

WHERE THERE’S A WILL 
continued from front page Interested in learning more?

Applications for the Women’s 
Institute for Leadership in Law 
will be available online in late
December. For more information
about WILL or potential scholarship
opportunities – or if you are 
interested in supporting an 
applicant through a scholarship
contribution – email Alysia Keating 
at akeating@acba.org.

ACBA membership
benefit:
Receive 15% off all
American Bar 
Association books
every day

Allegheny County Bar 
Association members 
save 15% off the general
public price on every book
available on the American
Bar Association webstore
ShopABA.org.

Don't delay! To start saving
15% on your ABA book 
purchases:

1. Visit ShopABA.org and
use our special discount
code ACBAR

2. Call 1-800-285-2221
between 8:30 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. ET and use 
our special discount code
ACBAR



Balancing justice, serving our community, serving our profession all year long

JULY 25, 2016
Golf and Bocce Tournament

NOVEMBER 2016
Attorneys Against
Hunger launches

JUNE 19, 2017
Richard Wiedman
presides over his final
meeting as ACBF
President

SEPTEMBER 22, 2016
Zittrain Forums on Law 
and Public Policy

OCTOBER 23-29, 2016
Pro Bono Week

OCTOBER 5, 2016
ACBF approves
$42,500 in grants 
to 7 legal aid organizations

MAY 4-6, 2017
Public Service Committee hosts
Equal Justice Conference

JUNE 28, 2017
RYEse Against 
Hunger raises $523 
for Attorneys 
Against Hunger

MARCH 12, 2017
Strike Out Hunger raises
$5,000 for Attorneys 
Against Hunger

MAY 30, 2017
Gismondi Fellows and 
Lawyers Fund Fellows 
begin 10-week positions

FEBRUARY 17, 2017
“The Road to Citizenship”
The John A. Meehan Citizenship 
Institute trains volunteer attorneys

147
Participants

raised

$38,157

$108,298
Raised
to fight
hunger

26,250
Hours of

experience
gained

This year
you helped

6,184
clients

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION

2016-17 ANNUAL REPORT
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017

OCTOBER 20, 2016
Fellows Reception

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR YEAR

This has been an exciting year for the 
Foundation. We could not be more proud of
what we have accomplished through the 
passionate efforts and support of our dedicated
staff, Board of Trustees, volunteer lawyers, and
law firms. All of us are committed to the same
cause – to make a positive difference in 
someone’s life every day by ensuring that those
in our community who are in need receive the
help and protection to which they are entitled
under our legal system.

Let me highlight just a few examples of our impact this past
year. More than 6,000 people received pro bono legal services to help
them navigate through such fundamental issues as child custody,
housing, immigration and protection from abuse. These are members
of our community who otherwise would have faced critical life crises
without legal representation or, indeed, any hope of a solution. The
Foundation also made it possible to raise and donate more than
$100,000 to local hunger agencies to feed those who are less 
fortunate. In addition, grants totaling more than $35,000.00 were made
to support legal aid agencies in Allegheny County, and additional

Patricia L. Dodge
2017-18 ACBF President

We asked our volunteers to share some of the things that
motivate their pro bono work. (continued on page 2)
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THANK YOU TO OUR
2016-17 BOARD OF TRUSTEES!

From left: Mackenzie Baird, Paul Gitnik, Susan Seitz, Stanley Stein, Jessica
Crown, Joseph Napoli, Efrem Grail, Jeanine DeBor, Melinda Sala, Lori
Wisniewski Azzara, Patricia Dodge, Ken Argentieri, Jennifer Andrade, Richard

Wiedman. Not pictured: Jeffrey Heeter, Carol Mills McCarthy, Keith Whitson.

President
Richard S. Wiedman, Esq., Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC

Vice-President
Patricia L. Dodge, Esq., Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP

Treasurer
Paul J. Gitnik, Esq., Vuono & Gray, LLC

Secretary
Jessica L. Crown, Esq., Goehring Rutter & Boehm

Immediate Past President
Kenneth M. Argentieri, Esq., Duane Morris LLP

Members
Jennifer R. Andrade, Esq., US Attorney's Office

Mackenzie A. Baird, Esq., Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

Jeanine L. DeBor, Esq., Duquesne University School of Law

Efrem M. Grail, Esq., The Grail Law Firm

Jeffrey David Heeter, Esq., Alcoa Inc.

Carol S. Mills McCarthy, Esq., 
McCarthy McDonald Schulberg & Joy

Joseph A. Napoli, Esq.

Melinda Sala, Esq., Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Susan M. Seitz, Esq., Philips

Stanley M. Stein, Esq., Stanley M. Stein, PC

Keith Edward Whitson, Esq., Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Young Lawyers Division Trustee
Lori Wisniewski Azzara, Esq., 

Cohen Seglias Pallas Greenhall & Furman, PC

MISSION OF THE ACBF
The mission of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation (ACBF) is to be a driving force in promoting justice for all and to improve the
community through public service law-related programs as the charitable arm of the Allegheny County Bar Association. To fulfill
this mission, the foundation raises, manages, and distributes funds, encourages and assists lawyers to provide pro bono legal
services, and develops and supports public information initiatives. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR YEAR
(continued from front cover)

SAVE THE DATE
26TH ANNUAL ACBA GOLF TOURNAMENT &

6TH ANNUAL BOCCE TOURNAMENT

JULY 3, 2018   |   PITTSBURGH FIELD CLUB

Thank you for being

funds were donated to address the needs of our 
community’s elderly and military veterans. 

We are also proud that we have played a role in 
educating law students about the importance of public service
by such initiatives as awarding scholarships as well as 
providing grants to fifteen law students that allowed them to
work over the summer at local non-profit agencies. 

I encourage you to review our Annual Report to fully
grasp the depth and breadth of the Foundation’s commitment
to equal justice for all. To each of you who have so generously
supported the mission of the Foundation, you have our deepest
gratitude. We look forward to continuing, with your support, to
be the driving philanthropic force of our legal community.

Patricia L. Dodge, Esq.
President of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE?
Thanks to your gifts to the ACBF, thousands of people in

our community have been able to access legal help that was
otherwise out of their reach, hungry people have been fed, and
our profession has been strengthened. Those gifts have done
so much to help people today. But
have you thought about making your
impact last beyond today?

Consider joining the ACBF
Legacy Society, and your generosity
will make a difference in the long
term, too. For more information,
contact ACBF Associate Executive
Director Lorrie Albert, Esq. at 
412-402-6640 or lalbert@acba.org.

A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  B a r  F o u n d a t i o n  

Legacy Society 

Your Guide 
to Gift 
Planning 

Make a lasting 
impact & inspire 
others 4 

Join the heart of 
the Pittsburgh’s 
legal community 6 
Create a lasting 
legacy, make  
a planned gift 8 
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ATTORNEYS AGAINST HUNGER
The 2016-17 Attorneys Against Hunger campaign raised over $108,000, surpassing its goal by over
$8,000, to fight hunger in Allegheny County!

Thanks to generous underwriting from Lead Sponsor Steidl & Steinberg and Supporting Sponsors
Gleason Experts and Judge Raymond A. Novak, every dollar donated to the campaign was distributed
to seventeen local anti-hunger agencies. Additional support comes from a challenge grant generously

provided by Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellot, the Rita M. McGinley Foundation, and the McGinley family members of the bar.

THANK YOU for making this campaign a success! 

SUPPORTED AGENCIES

Allies for Health & Wellbeing (formerly Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force)
Provides food, nutritional supplements, and nutritional counseling to clients with
HIV/AIDS

Downtown Ministerium Walk-in Ministry, First Lutheran, First Presbyterian,

Smithfield United, St. Mary of Mercy, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
Provides food to people living in poverty and older adults in Downtown Pittsburgh

East End Cooperative Ministry
Serves East Liberty & surrounding area with hot, nutritious lunches 

Focus on Renewal 
Serves Sto-Rox area with emergency food pantry & nutrition program

Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank
Works with over 400 member agencies throughout Southwest PA

The Intersection, Inc. 
Serves McKeesport residents with breakfast & hot midday meals

Jubilee Kitchen 
Provides food 365 days a year rain or shine in Uptown Pittsburgh 

Just Harvest 
Provides public policy advocacy, education, empowerment, and outreach on
hunger-related issues 

North Hills Community Outreach
Operates three food pantries serving families in North Hills area

Rainbow Kitchen
Serves Homestead & surrounding area with breakfast program, food pantry,
and hot meals 

South Hills Interfaith Movement
Operates three food pantries serving families in South Hills area

Squirrel Hill Community Food Pantry
Serves those in Greater Pittsburgh area who require kosher food

Urban League of Pittsburgh Hunger Services
Provides emergency food assistance, food stamp outreach, food for early
development and pantry management training program

25TH ANNUAL ACBA GOLF TOURNAMENT & 
5TH ANNUAL BOCCE TOURNAMENT

Over 130 guests gathered at The Club at Nevillewood on July 25, 2016 for the 25th Annual ACBA Golf Tournament & 5th Annual
Bocce Tournament. Thanks to the support of sponsors, in-kind donors, and players, the tournament raised over $38,000 for the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation and Neighborhood Legal Services Association.



SPOTLIGHT ON JUVENILE COURT PROJECT 
PARENT ADVOCATE ATTORNEY, JOHN HAYES

It would be hard to find someone who took as winding a road as John Hayes took to
become a Parent Advocate. It would also be hard to imagine someone better prepared
for the work. 

At age 14 John thought he wanted to be a priest. At age 21 he found himself leaving
the seminary not sure what he wanted next. Eventually he made his way to Duquesne
for Bachelors and Masters Degrees, and then to Pitt for a Masters in Social Work. John
used his MSW to provide medical and psychiatric social work services to kids and their
families at the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, but soon decided he wanted to do
something different. He put himself through law school at Duquesne while working as
a social worker, and after coming out the other side he became Director of Community
Relations and Social Services at another hospital. 

After another few years John decided to move to a firm, where he handled complex
and high exposure malpractice cases, as well as insurance and other civil cases for
about 20 years. Like the hospital social work and the seminary before it, John eventually
decided that his law firm work was not quite the right fit, and in 2002 he took a position
with JCP.

As John describes it, being a parent advocate was “the perfect
opportunity to put law and social work together.” Though the salary
difference was impossible to ignore, Johns says “it’s not about money,
it’s about doing something for a family that you can’t measure.”

Like his work as a hospital social worker years before, John
tries his best to keep families together, helping them work through
some incredibly difficult obstacles. John recounts a case he once had
representing a mother of pre-teen children. His client was a heroin
addict. Heroin or not, she loved her kids and her kids loved her. The
client realized what was at stake and was willing to do what it took to
rebuild her relationships and keep her kids together. A court appointed
psychologist, however, came to the conclusion that her case was
hopeless, that she would never change. John saw hope where the
psychologist did not, and successfully argued for another psychological
exam. Because of John, she got appropriate services and got clean. The kids stayed at home with John’s client, and they stayed safe.

These cases are why John does this difficult work. Many clients come to him with flaws, having made mistakes, sometimes
awful mistakes. John takes his clients as they come, with a mix of pragmatism and empathy that could only come from someone
who had worn the winding path from seminary, to social work, to litigation and back. John has impacted lives immeasurably
during his 15 years at JCP. However indirect the path, JCP is happy John made it here.
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A note from Juvenile Court Project Director, 
Catherine Volponi:
Working in child welfare representing parents is very
challenging. The greatest challenge is bringing proper
context to the work. Less than 15 percent of the cases
involve accusations of abuse and it is therefore
grossly inaccurate to label these cases as abuse
cases. Rather we deal with families living in poverty
facing all the same ills that other socio-economic
classes do but with limited resources to address the
same. The staff at the JCP consider it the noblest
pursuit in the law to protect the rights of some of our
most marginalized citizens while ensuring fundamental
fairness in the process. 

John Hayes

ZITTRAIN FORUMS ON LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY
On September 22, 2016, the Bar Foundation hosted a conversation with David Frum and Alex
Wagner, both Senior Editors for The Atlantic and political commentators. The two presented
The Changing Landscape of American Politics to an audience of about one hundred guests. 

In 2000, Lester and Ruth Zittrain established the Zittrain Forums at the bar foundation to provide the community with educational,
topical and informative programs to lead to a better understanding of the complex issues confronting our government and legal
systems. Lester passed away in 2003, leaving the bar foundation a $150,000 bequest, its largest to date, to support the continuation
of the Zittrain Forum fund.
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ACBF INDUCTED NEW FELLOWS AND HONORED 
PRO BONO WORK AT THE FELLOWS RECEPTION

Foundation supporters, grant recipients, award winners and their friends and family gathered for a celebratory evening at Hotel
Monaco. ACBF established the Fellows program in 1996 as a formal means to honor attorneys who have shown a commitment
to excellence in chartable, community, professional, and public service activities. New Fellows agree to make a contribution to
the Fellows Program, which allows ACBF to award grants to legal services organizations in Allegheny County. Thank you to all of
the Fellows, who make our programs possible.

SUMMER FELLOWSHIPS SUPPORT LAW STUDENTS 
SEEKING PUBLIC SERVICE WORK

The Gismondi Certified Law Student Summer Fellowship Program

University of Pittsburgh School of Law alumnus John P. Gismondi created the John P. Gismondi Certified Law
Student Summer Fellowship Program in 2013. Providing paid fellowships to Pitt Law students who want to work
for public service organizations serves two major purposes, according to Mr. Gismondi. “My goal in setting up
this program was to help law students develop clinic skills and at the same time provide free legal service to
folks in need. I am pleased that we are accomplishing both of those goals and that the students seem to like it.”

In the summer of 2017, four Gismondi Fellows became certified to appear in court and spent ten weeks honing
their courtroom skills and learning how to represent real clients. Gismondi Fellow Miracle Jones spent her
summer at the Office of Public Defender. “My summer afforded me not only the opportunity to have client

interaction and litigation experience, but also a chance to interact with county stake-holders invested in helping indigent
individuals accused of criminal offenses reintegrate into society, all without causing a financial burden.”

Adam Garret, University of Pittsburgh, Neighborhood Legal Services Association
Taylor Isaac, University of Pittsburgh, District Attorney's Office
Miracle Jones, University of Pittsburgh, Office of Public Defender
Aidan Kaplan, University of Pittsburgh, Office of Public Defender

The Lawyers Fund Law Student Summer Fellowship Program

2017 was the fourth year of operation for the Lawyers Fund Law Student Summer Fellowship Program. The program provided
paid stipends for 11 second year law students from Pitt and Duquesne law schools to work at public interest organizations in
Allegheny County. Reflecting on her summer, Lawyers Fund Fellow Ashley Blakeney said that “For the first time in my law school
career, I feel that I have a better idea of what being a lawyer really means.”

The law students provide valuable legal help to people with low
incomes in Allegheny County, while also getting intensive hands-on
litigation experience. This summer, Pitt and Duquesne students were
selected to work at the following legal services organizations:

Jalon Alexander, University of Pittsburgh, Disability Rights PA
Nicolette Blackwell, Duquesne, Christian Legal Aid
Ashley Blakeney, University of Pittsburgh, Office of Conflict Counsel
Adrienne Box, Duquesne, Women's Center & Shelter
Peter Claassen, University of Pittsburgh, Jewish Family & Children's Service
Leah Cox, Duquesne, Juvenile Court Project
Ankur Sakaria, University of Pittsburgh, Education Law Center
Kathryn Schaeffer, Duquesne, Christian Legal Aid
Joelle Shanesy, Duquesne, Pro Bono Center
Drew Sheldon, Duquesne, District Attorney's Office
Andrew Yetzer, Duquesne, KidsVoice

John P. Gismondi

From left to right: Ankur Sakaria (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Leah Cox
(Lawyers Fund Fellow), Andrew Yetzer (Lawyers Fund Fellow),
Joelle Shanesy (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Miracle Jones (Gismondi
Fellow), Adrienne Box (Lawyers Fund Fellow), Ashley Blakeney
(Lawyers Fund Fellow), Taylor Isaac (Gismondi Fellow), and Drew
Sheldon (Lawyers Fund Fellow).
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Changes in the law, ups and downs in the economy, and a variety of other factors lead to
changes in the need for legal services. In the past year, the Pro Bono Center worked with
community organizations and other stakeholders to respond to emerging legal needs. We
collaborated with Duquesne University and Neighborhood Legal Services Association to hold a
county-wide criminal records expungement clinic attended by over 300. At the Latino Family
Center, we provided legal information to immigrant families facing the possibility of deportation.
And we trained attorneys to handle naturalization applications with the help of the John A.
Meehan Citizenship Institute.  

With 40 member programs and organizations, the Pro Bono Center remains a critical
nexus between the legal community and individuals in desperate need of free legal services. In
calendar year 2016, volunteer attorneys provided services to 6,983 individuals in Allegheny
County in a wide variety of areas. Of those, 1,261 were helped directly by Pro Bono Center staff
attorneys, law student interns, and volunteers. We continue to offer training, support, malpractice
coverage, and free on-line legal research with the goal of helping attorneys to fulfill their
professional responsibility to give back and to enhance equal access to justice for all.

GRANTS HELP FUND DIVORCE SERVICES 
FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS

Women who are married to an abusive spouse can be trapped by the
inability to afford an attorney to pursue a divorce. Even after the immediate
threat of physical violence is gone, the legal hold of a marriage can
prevent a woman from being truly free of her abuser. Breaking this

bond involves a complicated legal process that is difficult for any person to navigate on her own.
And for a physically or emotionally abused person, the interaction with a spouse that may be
necessary to pursue a divorce can be intimidating and even dangerous.

Thanks to the generous support of the FISA Foundation and the
Pittsburgh Foundation, the New Beginnings Divorce Project was
able to increase its outreach and services to victims of domestic
violence seeking to escape abusive marriages. In FY 2016-2017, the project assisted 70 women
with advice or representation regarding divorce cases.  

2016 PRO BONO ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
AND VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Annually, the ACBA/ACBF Public Service Committee presents the Pro Bono Achievement
Awards to both recognize outstanding contributions of volunteers and inspire others to follow
in their footsteps. The committee presented the awards at the Fellows Reception on October 20,
2016 and also celebrated with the winners at the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on October
24 as part of National Pro Bono Week.

The award winners were:

Barbara L. Clements, Esq. – Lorraine M. Bittner Public Interest Attorney Award
Beth A. Dodson, Esq. – Jane F. Hepting Individual Attorney Award

Jason E. Piatt – Law Student Award
Miranda J. Settlemeyer – Legal Assistant Award
Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC – Law Firm Award

Paul H. Titus, Esq. – Lifetime Pro Bono Service Award
Katherine Leech Vollen, Esq. – Young Lawyer Award

BARBARA GRIFFIN HONORED WITH PENNSYLVANIA
LEGAL AID NETWORK EXCELLENCE AWARD

The Director of ACBF’s Pro Bono Center, Barbara Griffin, was recognized for
outstanding work at Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network’s annual awards dinner.
Barbara received an Excellence Award for her tireless support of pro bono
programs in Allegheny County. She supports 40 Pro Bono Center programs
and undertakes pro bono initiatives aimed at tackling inequality and poverty
throughout the community. Congratulations!

2016-2017
ACBF
GRANT 

RECIPIENTS
ACBF Distributed $35,500

in Fellows Grants

Using Funds generated
through the Fellows Program,
ACBF has been issuing grants
to providers of legal services
since 2000. The following
grantees were selected
through a competitive process:

Christian Legal Aid

Focus on Renewal

Jewish Family and Community Services

ACBF Distributed $7,500
in Grants from the 

Military, Veterans and
Elderly Fund

In 2007, an anonymous donor
provided $123,000 with the
purposes of providing legal
services to military veterans
and older adults. The following
recipients received grants for
the 2016-17 year.

*North Hills Community Outreach’s
program is funded in part by a Fellows
Grant and in part by a Military,
Veterans and Elderly Grant.

*

*
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NATIONWIDE LEGAL AID COMMUNITY 
WELCOMED AT EQUAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE

The Pro Bono Center and the Public Service
Committee welcomed the Equal Justice Conference
to Pittsburgh in May 2017. With nearly 1,000 attendees

from across the country, the conference joined all components of the civil legal aid community
to discuss and address the delivery of legal services to individuals with low incomes. 

Thank you to our Host Committee Reception sponsors, who made possible a fun night for
our guests at the August Wilson Center:  

Advocates for Justice
Allegheny County
Bar Association

Jones Day

Partners in Justice
Duquesne University 
School of Law

Highmark

Morgan Lewis
The University of Pittsburgh
School of Law

Pro Bono Partners
Pennsylvania Bar Association
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force
Pollock Begg Komar Glasser &
Vertz LLC

Stanley M. Stein, Esq.
Tucker Arensberg
Richard Wiedman, Esq.

Dessert Sponsors
Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP
Carol Mills McCarthy, Esq. 

PITTSBURGH PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP
The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership is a collaboration of legal departments
and law firms who work closely with the Pro Bono Center, Neighborhood
Legal Services Association, the courts and other stakeholders to increase
the availability of free legal services in the greater Pittsburgh area. Under the
leadership of board chair Antoinette Oliver, last year, Partnership volunteers
handled 100 custody conciliations, advised or represented 205 tenants

facing eviction, prepared wills for 152 seniors, and staffed dozens of community legal clinics in
economically-distressed neighborhoods, among other matters.

Members:
Academy of Trial Lawyers
Alcoa Inc.
Allegheny County Bar Foundation
Blank Rome LLP
BNY Mellon
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
Burns White LLC
CBS
Clark Hill PLC
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C.
Duquesne Light
Eckert Seamans Cherin & 
Mellott, LLC

Edgar Snyder & Associates
EQT Corporation
Farneth Tomosovich LLC
FedEx Ground 

Highmark 
Houston Harbaugh, P.C.
Jones Day
K & L Gates, LLP
Kraft Heinz Company
McCarthy McDonald 
Schulberg & Joy

McGuireWoods LLP
Metz Lewis Brodman Must
O'Keefe LLC

Meyer, Unkovic & Scott, LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
Neighborhood Legal 
Services Association

Norton Rose Fulbright
Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection

Pepper Hamilton, LLP

Pietragallo, Gordon Alfano
Bosick & Raspanti, LLP

Pittsburgh Paralegal Association
PNC Bank
Pollock Begg Komar Glasser 
& Vertz, LLC

PPG Industries, Inc.
Raphael, Ramsden & Behers, P.C.
Reed Smith LLP
Robert Peirce & Associates
Rothman Gordon, P.C.
Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP

Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC
Tucker Arensberg, P.C.
United States Steel Corporation
UPMC
Western Pennsylvania Trial
Lawyers Association 

   

2017 

Equal Justice Conference
  

  

LAW FIRM
LEADERSHIP

CIRCLE
Thank you to the 31 law firm
members of the Law Firm
Leadership Circle. Your
continued support and
dedication embolden us to
continue providing quality
pro bono, philanthropic, and
educational programming.

2012 - 2015
Edgar Snyder & Associates
Houston Harbaugh, P.C.

2012 - 2018
Babst Calland
Buchanan Ingersoll & 
Rooney PC

Burns White LLC
Campbell Durrant Beatty
Palombo & Miller, P.C.

Clark Hill PLC
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C.
Duane Morris LLP
Eckert Seamans Cherin &
Mellott, LLC

Fox Rothschild LLP
John P. Gismondi, Esq.
Goehring, Rutter & Boehm
Jones Day
Marshall Dennehey Warner
Coleman & Goggin, P.C.

McCarthy McDonald 
Schulberg & Joy

McGuireWoods LLP
Meyer Darragh Buckler
Bebenek & Eck, PLLC

Meyer, Unkovic & Scott, LLP
Raphael, Ramsden & 
Behers, P.C.

Reed Smith LLP
Rothman Gordon P.C.
Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C.
Strassburger McKenna 
Gutnick & Gefsky

Tucker Arensberg, P.C.
The Webb Law Firm, P.C.
Zimmer Kunz, PLLC

2015 - 2018
K&L Gates LLP
Saul Ewing LLP

Law Firm 

CIRCLE  
LEADERSHIP  
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ACBF FY 17 FINANCIALS AT A GLANCE
Audited financials for July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. Please visit www.acbf.org to view a complete copy of the ACBF audited
financial statement.

Law Firm Leadership Circle
(25%) $118,000

ACBA Grant
(7%) $35,000

Administrative Fees 
(23%) $107,495

Public Service
(7%) $31,750

Golf Tournament
(16%) $76,407 

Dues Check Off                
(11%) $51,060

Contributions
(11%) $52,325

Total Revenue $472,037

Total Expenses $431,628

Personnel
(53%) $230,871 

Program Expenses
(14%) $58,528

Golf Tournament
(20%) $86,298

Administrative
(13%) $55,931 

Total Revenue $2,572,071

Juvenile Court Project
(63%) $1,612,238

Contributions
(0%) $10,980

 Attorneys Against Hunger 
(5%) $122,417

Pro Bono
(7%) $192,771

Lawyers Fund
(1%) $30,476

Investment Income
(20%) $518,565

Fellows Program
(3%) $84,624

Total Expenses $2,239,746

Juvenile Court Project
(72%) $1,612,237

Contributions
(5%) $116,883

Attorneys Against Hunger
(6%) $124,842

Pro Bono
(7%) $147,394

Lawyers Fund
(6%) $126,110

Administrative Fees
(2%) $41,253

Fellows Program
(3%) $71,027

UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED

ACBF AWARDED $58,000 IN LOANS & SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR THE 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR

ACBF’s loans and scholarships program helps law students who are facing growing law school debt. The following students were
selected from a strong field of applicants, and the students were selected based on strong academic performance and other
specific criteria dependent on each fund:

F.C. Grote Scholarship of the 
Lawyers Fund
Melissa Fann, University of Pittsburgh
Marcus Gaines-Cherry, University 
of Pittsburgh

Irene Hong, University of Pennsylvania
Danielle Santoro, University of Pittsburgh
Grace Schmidt, University of Pennsylvania

Louis Little Attorneys’ Memorial Fund
Rachel Blistan, Duquesne
Brian Haney, Notre Dame
Michael Kolesin, University of Pittsburgh
Shane LaBarge, Notre Dame
Carly Loomis-Gustafson, Duquesne
Ryan Lowery, University of Pennsylvania

James I. Smith, III 
Notre Dame Law School Scholarship
Brian Haney
Shane LaBarge

Lynette Norton Memorial Award
Katelin J. Montgomery, Duquesne
Abigail Rae Nath, Duquesne

Honorable Carol Los Mansmann 
Memorial Scholarship
Jamie Inferrera, Duquesne

Daniel B. Dixon Scholarship 
Antoinette Luchini, University of Pittsburgh

Honorable Joseph H. Ridge 
Memorial Scholarship 
Anthony Owen, Duquesne

ACBA Bankruptcy & Commercial Law
Section Gerald K. Gibson Memorial Award 
Thomas Cocchi, Duquesne
Robert Dobkin, Duquesne
Alexander Stubbs, University of Pittsburgh
Kyle Unice, University of Pittsburgh

ACBA Environment & Energy Law 
Section Scholarship
Jessica Rosenblatt, Duquesne
Bradley McAllister, University of Pittsburgh

Volunteer! The Pro Bono Center is always looking for volunteer attorneys to help low-income residents of Allegheny County
with civil legal matters. Contact Barbara Griffin, Esq. at bgriffin@acba.org for more information on how you can help.
Donate! Gifts of every size are important. Visit www.acbf.org/Grants/Giving-Options.asp for great ideas on how you can 
support the Foundation. Questions? Contact Associate Executive Director Lorrie Albert at 412-402-6640 or lalbert@acba.org.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

 
OUR COMPUTER FORENSIC EXPERTISE.

NOW IN A BOX.

We get it.  sm

Presenting bit-x-bit in-a-box.™   Our small kit is packed with  
everything you need to collect and preserve electronic evidence 
– affordably and easily. It’s like we are right there with you. 
Learn more by calling 412-325-4033, or visit us at bit-x-bit.com.

            

PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

Judge Gregory Taddonio, Chief Judge Jeffery Deller and law clerk Juliann Haynes-Held speak to students from local high schools about the different
types of bankruptcy and other options available to debtors during an Oct. 20 outreach program conducted by the United States Bankruptcy Court
for the Western District of Pennsylvania.

Judge Carlota Böhm hears the
defense argument from attorney
Francis Corbett during a mock
trial put on by the Bankruptcy
Court for the students. Also 
participating in the program
were attorneys Natalie Cardiello
and Thomas Reilly and 
bankruptcy law clerks Elizabeth
Slaby and Courtney Neer.

Bankruptcy Outreach Program for Local Students

The students raise
their hands in
response to a 
question from Judge
Böhm, indicating
whether they think
the defendant has
a responsibility to
pay back her 
debts or not, given
her situation. 
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IS YOUR CHILD INTERESTED
IN ATTENDING YALE OR

THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS?

Under the will of Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished Pittsburgh
attorney, the children of Allegheny County attorneys who desire
to attend either Yale University or the University of Paris are
eligible for scholarships to those universities. The scholarships
are available for students pursuing a graduate or undergraduate
degree in any field of study at those institutions, not just law.

Don’t delay – scholarship applications should be submitted at
the same time as the admission application to the respective
institution is submitted. 

Get a scholarship
through the
Kennedy T. Friend
Education Fund

For more information, visit
www. ACBF.org/Kennedy-Scholarship-Fund

Or contact Joan Mastrean of
PNC Institutional Asset Management at 412-762-2175.

that the insurer has acted in bad faith
toward the insured, the court may
take all of the following actions:
(1) Award interest on the amount of

the claim from the date the claim was
made by the insured in an amount equal
to the prime rate of interest plus 3%.
(2) Award punitive damages

against the insurer.
(3) Assess court costs and attorney

fees against the insurer.
42 Pa.C.S. § 8371.
In 1994, the Superior Court grappled

with the issue of how insurer bad faith
is to be proven under the statute and
came up with a two-part test. In
Terletsky v. Prudential Property &
Cas. Ins. Co., the Superior Court
determined that, in order to recover in
a bad faith action, the plaintiff must
present clear and convincing evidence:
“(1) that the insurer did not have a
reasonable basis for denying benefits
under the policy and (2) that the insurer
knew of or recklessly disregarded its
lack of a reasonable basis.” However,
while explaining how it reached its
decision, the Superior Court referred
to the definition of bad faith found in
Black’s Law Dictionary. This definition
mentioned that a motive of self-interest
or ill-will towards the insured should
be demonstrated.
Based upon this passing reference,

some courts found a third required
element: proof of the insurance
company’s “motive of self-interest or
ill-will” towards the insured. See e.g.
Brown v. Progressive Insurance Co.
(“In other words, the plaintiff must
show that the insurer breached its
duty of good faith through some
motive of self-interest or ill will.”),
compare Greene v. United Services

Auto. Ass’n, (“we hold that the ‘motive
of self-interest or ill will’ level of
culpability is not a third element
required for a finding of bad faith, but
it is probative of the second element”).
The federal courts struggled with the
same confusion. See e.g. Klinger v.
State Farm Automobile Insurance Co.,
(Rejecting a third element of proof of
a motive of self-interest or ill will);
compare Northwestern Mut. Life Ins.
Co. v. Babayan, (citing to Brown finding
the insured must prove “some motive
of self-interest or ill will”).
And so we come to the Rancosky

case, in which allegations were made
that the insurer breached the contract
and committed insurer bad faith in
denying payment of cancer insurance
policy benefits. The common-law
breach of contract claim was tried to a
jury. The statutory insurer bad faith

trial was handled as a nonjury claim
in a second trial. Mishoe v. Erie Ins.
Co., (statutory insurer bad faith is
tried nonjury).
The jury found a breach of contract

and awarded compensatory damages.
The trial court found that the insurer’s
claims handling was “sloppy and even
negligent,” but the plaintiffs failed to
prove that the insurer acted out of
“some motive or self-interest or ill
will.” A nonjury verdict was entered
in favor of the defendant on the
statutory insurer bad faith claim.
On appeal, the Superior Court

reversed the trial court’s verdict,
finding there are only two elements of
proof. It also ordered a new trial.
Rancosky v. Wash. Nat’l Ins. Co.
The defendant petitioned for an
allowance of appeal on the question of
whether two or three elements were
required. The Supreme Court accepted
this issue. 
Two months ago, the Pennsylvania

Supreme Court determined how to
prove statutory insurer bad faith.
Rancosky v. Washington National
Insurance Company. In a unanimous
decision, with two concurring opinions,
the Supreme Court clarified this issue
of first impression by explaining what
elements of proof are necessary to
establish insurer bad faith under
the statute.
Justice Max Baer, writing on behalf

of the court, explained that only two
elements of proof are necessary:
Though the Terletsky court did not

reference self-interest or ill-will in its
test, or application thereof, its citation
to Black’s Law Dictionary inadvertently
created confusion as to the relationship
between the two-prong test and the
seemingly additional requirement of
proving a subjectively improper motive

RANCOSKY 
continued from front cover on the part of the insurance company.

In reaching its decision, the
Supreme Court rejected arguments by
the insurance industry that in order to
prevail, policyholders must prove a
subjective motive of self-interest or ill
will. The court explained:
an ill-will level of culpability would

limit recovery in any bad faith claim
to the most egregious instances only
where the plaintiff uncovers some sort
of “smoking gun” evidence indicating
personal animus towards the insured.
We do not believe that the General
Assembly intended to create a standard
so stringent that it would be highly
unlikely that any plaintiff could
prevail thereunder when it created
the remedy for bad faith. Such a
construction could functionally write
bad faith under Section 8371 out of the
law altogether.
Thus, in affirming the Superior

Court, Baer explained: 
In summary, we hold that, to prevail

in a bad faith insurance claim pursuant
to Section 8371, a plaintiff must
demonstrate, by clear and convincing
evidence, (1) that the insurer did not
have a reasonable basis for denying
benefits under the policy and (2) that
the insurer knew or recklessly
disregarded its lack of a reasonable
basis in denying the claim. We further hold
that proof of the insurer’s subjective
motive of self-interest or ill-will, while
perhaps probative of the second prong
of the above test, is not a necessary
prerequisite to succeeding in a bad
faith claim. Rather, proof of the insurer’s
knowledge or reckless disregard for
its lack of reasonable basis in denying
the claim is sufficient for demonstrating
bad faith under the second prong.

Kenneth R. Behrend

Continued on page 9
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Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 

If somewhere along the way, you inherited the 
uno icial role of “IT person,” we need to talk.
It’s not what you were hired for, but you xed one technical issue 
and the rest is history. Now you have a handful of IT problems that 
you can solve, but you’re really just patching things together. 

JENLOR can li  the burden of IT from your shoulders, so you 
can focus on what you were actually hired to do. Leave the IT 
headaches to us and get back to your real job.

Time to talk?
Contact Shane Malone at 412.677.4109 or email us at tne@jenlor.com
Learn more at www.jenlor.com/learn-about-true-network-evaluation.

Are IT Issues Keeping You 
from Your Real Job?

PLAA Partner
Law Firm IT Experts

Justice David Wecht, in his concurring
opinion, provided some examples of
what is reckless conduct:
Many species of bad faith may

flourish notwithstanding the absence
of either “self-interest” or “ill will.”
Shoddy claims-handling, lack of dili-
gence, non-responsiveness, haphazard
investigation, unreasonable denials,
and the like, all may come within the
statutory definition of bad faith while
nonetheless falling short of the “self-
interest”/“ill will” threshold.
He also noted that the newer version

of Black’s Law Dictionary no longer
contains any language regarding a
requirement of motive of self-interest
or ill will. “Nor are we the only ones to
have clarified that neither self-interest
nor ill will is necessary to a finding of
bad faith in the insurance context. The
most recent edition of Black’s Law
Dictionary, too, has eliminated any
suggestion to that effect. See Black’s
Law Dictionary 166 (10th ed. 2014).”

RANCOSKY 
continued from page 8 Additionally, the Supreme Court held

that no higher level of proof is required
to establish the statutory provision for
the award of punitive damages, than is
necessary to prove that the insurer
engaged in bad faith conduct, explaining:
as Section 8371 does not distinguish

between the standard for finding “bad
faith” generally and “bad faith” allowing
for punitive damages, we find no basis
for concluding that the General
Assembly intended to impose a higher
standard of proof for bad faith claims
seeking punitive damages when it
created the right of action. 
Accordingly, now that the Supreme

Court has decided that only two elements
of proof are required to establish a claim
under statutory insurer bad faith, trial
courts have the guidance they need in
deciding the claims, and insureds should
have an easier time holding their insurers
accountable for bad faith conduct. n

Ken Behrend is a civil litigator and
appellate advocate helping develop
the law of insurance bad faith and
consumer protection.

Board of Governors 
welcomes new members
The ACBA Board of Governors 
welcomed the following new 
members to the Allegheny County Bar
Association approved at the November
2017 meeting.

Active members:
Bryant A. Andrews, Esq.
Corey A. Bauer, Esq.
Anthony J. Bianco, Esq.
Taylor N. Brailey, Esq.
Valentina Calvert, Esq.
Adam M. Cromie, Esq.
Jenna M. Decker, Esq.
Victor Abraham Delnore, Esq.
Jennifer B. Dempsey, Esq.
Alexandra G. Farone, Esq.
Alexander W. Figuly, Esq.
Nicholas R. Jimenez, Esq.
Andrew B. Klaber, Esq. 
Sy O. Lampl, Esq.
Corey A. Lucci, Esq.
Derek J. Markle, Esq.
Gabrielle Morella, Esq.
Laura Nerone, Esq.
Jaclyn M. Nichols, Esq.

Michael Nicolella, Esq.
Blaire E. Patrick, Esq.
Filip M. Rams, Esq.
Sean M. Speciale, Esq.
Gary E. Steinbauer, Esq.
Nick Uhler, Esq.
Steven J. Wildberger, Esq.

Active government members:
George W. Fitting, Esq.
Kathleen D. Snyder, Esq.

Law student members:
Andrew T. Bell
Bethany J. Brown
Brian Bunner
Maria V. Carr
Jennifer P. Carter
Praneeta Govil
Olivia C. Lewis
Ryan R. Lopus
Derrick L. Maultsby
Amanda Schiavo
Eric S. Wyant
Amber C. Yang

Need clients?
The Lawyer Referral Service
can help bring them to you.

For details, contact Whitney Hughes
at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org.

To learn more, see getapittsburghlawyer.com.

Lawyers Journal seeks freelance writers
The Lawyers Journal seeks freelancers to write journalistic news articles 
and features. While we always welcome substantive legal articles from 
our members, we’re also currently looking to expand our roster of freelance
writers. Email Brian Estadt at bestadt@acba.org for details.
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REGISTER TODAY!

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONDEC. – JAN.

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

Dec. 18 • Tips from the Bench: Dra� ing Contracts
Dec. 19 • Ethics Potpourri
 • Steven Stark on Writing and Speaking to Win
Dec. 21 • Using and Ratifying The Constitution
 • Success with Summary Judgment Motions
Jan. 9 • Estate Planning for Younger Clients
Jan. 10 • Municipal Law Update
Jan. 17 • Handling Trusts in Divorce: Best Practices
Jan. 22 • QDROs, IRAs, Retirement Benefits and More
Jan. 23 • The Drones Are Here:  Advanced issues in Unmanned Aircra�  

Systems Law
Jan. 25 • Understanding Social Security Retirement
Jan. 31 • Restrictive Covenants and Trade Secrets

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association 
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

Dec. 18-19 Nuts & Bolts of Corporate Bankruptcy
Dec. 21 • Ethics for Corporate Lawyers
Jan. 8-9 • IP Issues in Business Transactions
Jan. 10 • Secured Transactions: UCC Article 9
Jan. 11-12 Mergers & Acquisitions: Advanced Trends and Developments
Jan. 16 • Taxation of Financial Products and Transactions
Jan. 18 • Dra� ing and Negotiating Corporate Agreements
Jan. 19 • Real Estate M&A and REIT Transactions
Jan. 26 • Women Lawyers in Leadership 
Jan. 31 • Developments in Distressed Debt/Restructuring/Workouts

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now 
& get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a� er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

Dec. 18 • Tips from the Bench: Dra� ing Contracts
Dec. 19 • Steven Stark on Writing and Speaking to Win
Dec. 20 • The Law of Guns in Pennsylvania
Dec. 21 • Hacking - Practical Advice for Business and Entities
Jan. 8 • QDROs, IRAs, Retirement Benefits and More
Jan. 10 • Municipal Law Update
Jan. 18 • Estate Planning for Younger Clients
Jan. 23 • The Drones Are Here:  Advanced issues in Unmanned Aircra�  

Systems Law
Jan. 25 • Understanding Social Security Retirement
Jan. 30 • Handling Trusts in Divorce: Best Practices
Jan. 31 • Indemnity and Insurance/Business Transactions and Litigation

CALENDAR CONTROL 
& DISCOVERY PRACTICE
IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY

THE PERFECT WAY TO LEARN ABOUT THE 2017 CHANGES

WED., DEC. 20, 2017

VIDEO REPLAY

Judge Folino (Calendar Control) and Judge Colville (Discovery) will 
o� er their views on some of the most common issues they face in 
handling civil cases. The discussion will be enhanced by input from 
a panel of experienced trial attorneys who collectively handle a wide 
range of civil cases.

For those who practice in Allegheny County, this fast-paced program 
will provide critical information that will help you navigate the pre-
trial process and position your case for success at trial.

ETHICS CREDIT ON-DEMAND

CLE WITH SEAN CARTER
Need ethics credit? Visit PBI.org 
for these one-credit programs featuring Sean Carter.

FAIL BETTER: Continuing Efforts to Eliminate Bias 
in the Legal Profession

Sean Carter will illustrate how even hidden and seemingly benign biases 
prevent lawyers from e� ectively representing clients and creating diverse and 
inclusive workplaces. And while these biases are somewhat unavoidable, it is 
possible for lawyers to “fail better” in a continuing e� ort to eliminate bias in the 
legal profession.      OL3802

THE ETHICAL TIES THAT BIND: Avoiding Inappropriate 
Entanglements in the Practice of Law

One of the most fundamental duties that we owe our clients is the duty to 
provide them with loyal and independent representation. We are duty bound 
to put their interests first and to avoid conflicts of interest; something that 
becomes increasingly di� icult to the extent we enter into professional and 
personal relationships with clients, opposing counsel and parties, judges and 
others involved in the legal process.    OL3801

IT’S NOT THE FRUIT, IT’S THE ROOT: 
Getting to the Bottom of Our Ethical Troubles

In this unique legal ethics webinar, humorist Sean Carter will go beyond 
the simple “dos” and “don’ts” of rules and get to the root of the matter—the 
mindsets that cause lawyers to commit ethics violations in the first place. In 
doing so, he will cover the Seven Deadly Sins of legal ethics. OL3803

LIES, DAMN LIES AND LEGAL MARKETING: 
The Legal Ethics of Marketing 

Like all professionals, lawyers must market their services. Yet, unlike other 
professionals, lawyers must do so according to the most demanding ethical 
standards. In this o� -beat ethics webinar, legal humorist Sean Carter will 
demonstrate the “dos” (and mostly “don’ts”) of legal marketing. Using real-life 
(and o� en, comical) examples of legal marketing, Sean will demonstrate how to 
stay within our ethical boundaries.    OL3800

CHECK OUT A FULL LIST OF 
ON-DEMAND PROGRAMS .org
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BOB GARBER
412-261-9933
412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

Attorney Bob Garber is a trusted, proven attorney who
has been handling referral cases for over 39 years.

• All Family Law Matters • Non-Violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • PI & Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

CONFLICTS? CASE TOO SMALL? CHALLENGING CLIENT? 

“I’ll take the case and do the work. 
You keep a satis�ed client.”

REFER A CASE, NOT YOUR CLIENT

joined as a partner, focuses her
practice on infrastructure and non-
profit and economic development
financing, with an emphasis on general
obligation and revenue bond issues,
tax increment and other special tax-
backed bonds, municipal leases, taxable
and tax-exempt bank loans, public-
private partnerships and other
secured financings. Buss has closed
numerous transactions for municipalities,
school districts, counties, state agencies,
redevelopment and other public
authorities, hospitals, healthcare
facilities, utilities, and educational,
social service and cultural institutions.

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr
unveils its post-merger brand in the
Pittsburgh market, celebrating five

People on the Move
Houston Harbaugh, P.C. and Picadio

Sneath Miller & Norton, P.C. have
agreed to merge, combining the two
firms to create a 43-attorney firm. The
new firm will operate under the Houston
Harbaugh name and be located at
Houston Harbaugh’s Three Gateway
Center location in downtown Pitts-
burgh. As part of the transaction,
Henry M. Sneath will serve as co-chair
of Houston Harbaugh’s litigation
practice alongside Samuel H. Simon.
Alan S. Miller, president of PSMN,
will chair the firm’s new insurance
coverage and bad faith practice group,
in addition to its environmental and
energy law practice.

Jeffrey M.
Stacko has joined
Dinsmore & Shohl
LLP as an associ-
ate in the 
commercial litiga-
tion practice
group. He has
experience litigat-
ing a variety of
insurance disputes
related to general
liability and insur-
ance bad faith.

Taylor N. Brailey and Sara Davis
Buss have joined Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott. Brailey joined as an
associate, with a focus on labor and
employment matters. Buss, who

Bar Briefs

Jeffrey M.
Stacko

years in the city with a reception for
clients, contacts and friends of the
firm in the PPG Tower atrium.

Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Thomas Allen
Crawford Jr. has been disbarred
from the practice of law in this
Commonwealth. The disbarment will
take effect on Dec. 14.

By order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Amelia
Michele Joiner is hereby reinstated 
to active status as a member of 
the Bar of this Commonwealth. 
The reinstatement took effect on 
Nov. 7.

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr
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www.apogeepgh.com

A BETTER KIND OF IT MANAGEMENT

412.928.8670

SERVING 90+ 
LAW FIRMS

FOR THE BUSINESS  
WHO’S GOING PLACES

THAT’S THE APOGEE ADVANTAGE�
SCALABILITY

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE
CONSULTING

MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, AIF®, CPA (inactive) –
Save time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-
vetted strategies, loan rescues, solutions for the uninsurable.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Supported by
leading carrier advanced markets teams. Compensated
via commissions. 724-720-9317.

OFFICE FURNITURE
FOR SALE – Used office furniture, desks, credenzas,
bookcase, file cabinets. Misc. office accessories. Great
for startup. Reasonably priced. 412-519-8024.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

412.325.7700 
www.johnstonlykos.law

 Where 
Employment
Meets
the Law

FEDERAL COURT SECTION
From Complaint to Closing, Ethical Issues 

from the Ely v. Cabot Case
This program will address the myriad of ethical issues that arose during the
high-profile federal litigation in the Ely v. Cabot Oil and Gas Co. case. Using
real-life examples from that litigation, this session will explore how ethical

issues can arise during any stage of the litigation, from the complaint through
closing arguments. The panel will discuss the ethical rules, as well as the 
ethical and practical implications stemming from violations of those rules.

Lunch will be served.

Credits: 1 hour of Ethics CLE credit • When: Thursday, Dec. 21 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$45 for Federal Court Section members, $55 for ACBA members, $65 for all 
others • Last date to pre-register: Tuesday, Dec. 19, 11:59 p.m.

REAL PROPERTY SECTION
What Title Companies Need from 

Corporate Entities to Close 
Property transactions can be complicated. This program will examine what

exactly title companies need from corporate entities in order to close property
sale transactions. Panelists from Chicago Title Insurance Company will examine

the specific details related to various types of corporate entities, including 
general partnerships, corporations, limited liability companies, and limited
partnerships. Additionally, the panel will discuss good standing certificates, 
tax lien certificates and other miscellaneous corporate issues, such as single
purpose entities, bulk sale transfers and entity buyer requirements for cash

deals. Lunch will be served.

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Thursday, Feb. 8 • Registration:
11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building Conference Center,
E.P. Mellon Room, Lower Level, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 • Cost:
$40 for Real Property Section members, $50 for ACBA members, $60 for all 
others • Last date to pre-register: Tuesday, Feb. 6, 11:59 p.m.

Register today!
412-402-6614  |  www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs

Wonder if your decisions, legal advice or
other professional actions are ethical?

Members can get consultation on their
legal actions and potential actions through
the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.
See acba.org/officerassignments for details.

Begin your day with us at

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org
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