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Attorneys
sought for
new VetLex
program
By Kimberly Palmiero

Attorneys are needed in Pittsburgh
and nationwide to offer free or low-cost
representation to military veterans, as
part of a sweeping effort led by Jones
Day to broaden options for veterans
who seek legal aid.

The VetLex network – believed to
be the first of its kind in the country –
will roll out in the spring at pilot sites.
Jones Day’s Pittsburgh office developed
the program to bolster veterans’
access to private attorneys.

Veterans often lack access to “their
own legal system here at home,” said
Laura Ellsworth, partner-in-charge of
Global Community Service Initiatives
at Jones Day. She said Jones Day is proud
to take a lead role in development and
launch of VetLex.

VetLex will be a nationwide network
to refer veterans to attorneys, and in
some cases, social service providers.
It will help veterans navigate the
sometimes confusing array of options
when they need help finding an attorney,
and the program can help veterans
who have legal matters in more than
one state.

Ellsworth and Jones Day associate
Devin Winklosky worked together in
the earliest stages to help develop
VetLex. Winklosky is co-chairman of
the Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Military and Veterans Affairs Committee.

Through his work on the committee,
Winklosky – a Marine veteran – helped
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ACBA members Tom Reich and Daniel Kunz pose with actress Jennifer O’Neill after the Nov. 10 graduation
ceremony for the Allegheny County Veterans Court. Kunz, who is co-chair of the ACBA Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee, and Reich arranged for O’Neill to be the featured speaker. O’Neill discussed her
experiences living with veterans dealing with post traumatic stress disorder. Twenty-nine people graduated
from the specialty court program last month.

ADR hits 10-year milestone
By Tracy Carbasho

When the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania
implemented its mandatory Alternative
Dispute Resolution program in 2006,
some people thought it would flop.

Ten years later, an overwhelming
number of civil cases are resolved
without going to trial because of it.

“I can recall some naysayers when
this program was piloted. They said it
wouldn’t work, people can’t be forced
to resolve their cases and it’s a waste
of time,” said District Judge Cathy
Bissoon. “From my perspective, the
clients of those same naysayers are
some of the most frequent beneficiaries
of our program, and I believe that
they sing a different tune today, given
the results.”

The district was slated to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of its program
with a special presentation on Dec. 8,
and statistics suggest there is good
reason to be happy about the
effectiveness of ADR. The program
applies to civil cases with the exception

of those pertaining to Social Security
and prisoner issues.

Since the program’s inception in
June of 2006 through June of this year,
a total of 4,891 cases have been
referred to one of the three forms of
ADR with 4,007 going through mediation,
799 to early neutral evaluation and 85
to arbitration. Approximately 97 percent
of all civil cases are resolved without
going to trial as a result of using ADR.

“The program – which has become
an integral part of our litigation
system – has been enormously
successful,” Bissoon said. “It has
been refined throughout the decade to
maximize its effectiveness.”

The celebration’s keynote speaker,
Judge Jeremy Fogel, is familiar with
the district’s program because he was
part of a consultation team that provided
input for its implementation. Fogel,
director of the Federal Judicial Center
in Washington, D.C., said the Western
District’s program is ranked 10th out
of the nation’s 94 federal courts for
the shortest median time from filing to
disposition of a case. 

“It is remarkable how much the
district has achieved in 10 years,”
Fogel said. “The program excels in
the quality of services it provides, the
extent of party participation, the number
of cases either resolved or in which
issues are significantly narrowed, and
the engagement of the legal community.”

Courtroom Deputy Michael Palus,
who initially brought the idea of having
a celebration to the attention of the
court’s ADR Coordinator Karen Engro,
said there are two primary reasons to
commemorate the 10-year mark.

“First, the program has helped both
the parties and the court move cases
and disputes to a resolution more
quickly – saving time, money and
resources,” Palus said. “The other reason
is that our program, from planning
through implementation, is testimony
to what happens when there’s a high
level of collaboration and consultation
between the bench and the bar.”

Chief Judge Joy Conti said one of
the strengths of the program is that

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 9

Veterans Court
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828

January 2017
James R. Schadel ..................412-995-3278

Timothy Stienstraw ................412-803-1140
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‘Burgh Law’ invites ACBA members to lean-in
By Heather Harmon
Kennedy and Ena M. Lebel

Have you ever wanted to take on a
new challenge or opportunity at work
but hesitated because you weren’t
sure how you’d be perceived or if you
were even capable? Well, what you
need is the support of a group of
women who know you and who can
help you gain the confidence you need
to go for it. What you need is a
Lean-In Circle.

The Lean-In movement began in
2013, with a book written by Facebook
Chief Operating Officer Sheryl
Sandberg and writer Nell Scovell. The
book – “Lean-In: Women, Work and
the Will to Lead” – discusses topics
that women leaders in all areas of
business face, including the pressure
to leave work to stay at home with the
kids (and the criticism surrounding
the decision either way), an unspoken
bias that often makes “ambition” an
admirable trait in men and an
undesirable trait in women, the
reluctance of many women to accept
compliments for a job well done, a
tendency for women to “lean back” on
potential opportunities because they
feel unqualified or inexperienced, and
other setbacks and challenges women
face on a day-to-day basis. In making
these points, the writers shared
anecdotes from well-known, accom-
plished women who described their
own experiences and sought to
empower readers to “lean-in” and

take charge of their personal and
professional goals. 

A major takeaway is that these
challenges often are self-imposed and
we might not even realize it. Nobody
tells a woman she shouldn’t speak up
at a meeting, but how many of us have
kept our thoughts and ideas to ourselves
out of fear that our comments weren’t
worth being heard? Rarely does a
supervisor tell a woman she can
expect more of herself than the tasks
she’s been given, but how many of us
have ever struggled with walking in
and asking for a promotion? How
many moms are asked, “how do you
do it all?” and secretly wonder if their
husbands are asked the same thing? 

Lean-In encourages women to think
about these issues in our own lives, gives
us the courage to speak up and speak
out and helps our own colleagues who
might be struggling to do the same. 

The Lean-In book has evolved into
a worldwide movement. In addition to
videos and written resources regarding
these issues, its website allows users
to create their own “circle” to offer
support on a more personal and local
level. Often guided by the discussion
videos posted to Lean-In’s website, these
circles offer the interaction, accounta-
bility and camaraderie that videos and
books cannot do on their own. 

The WLD started a Lean-In Circle
last September. Membership in the
circle is limited to practicing attorneys
of any gender in Allegheny County.
The group meets on a monthly basis –

typically in the third week of the
month – for an hour over a BYO lunch.
Teleconferencing is available. The
atmosphere is casual and friendly, and
we start each meeting checking in
with participants to see how their past
month has been and to see if they are
facing any challenges or celebrating
any triumphs.

From the beginning, the WLD
Lean-In Circle started with the notion
that although the circle is a safe place
to vent emotions, we’re not going to be
solely a gripe session. All of us want to
learn and grow from each meeting.
Thus, we picked a topic, based on the
materials provided by Lean-In on its
website, that helped us focus and
structure our conversations. 

Last year’s theme was “mindful
leadership.” Before each session, we
watched a short video or read a short
article and came prepared to discuss
in the circle. All of the members found
the materials enlightening and the
discussion productive.

This year, we’re discussing the
Lean-In theme “together women can.”
The idea for this theme is “women
accomplish amazing things when we
support each other. When a woman
helps another woman, they both
benefit. And when women celebrate
one another’s accomplishments, we’re
all lifted up.”

We’re looking forward to lively
discussions about this theme and a
chance to share our own stories and
grow by supporting each other. 

For details or to be added to our
mailing list for announcements about
upcoming meetings, email Jean Novak
at jnovak@smgglaw.com. n

Heather Harmon Kennedy, Esq. of
Harmon Kennedy LLC is a solo attorney
practicing in real estate, construction
and business law in Allegheny and
Beaver counties. Ena M. Lebel, Esq.
is an associate with Strassburger
McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky practicing
in business transactional law.
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A gathering of judges includes, front, from left: Judge John L. Musmanno, Judge Jacqueline
O. Shogan, Justice Christine Donohue, Judge Dan Pellegrini, Judge Rochelle S. Friedman,
Judge James Colins, Judge Renée Cohn Jubelirer and Judge Anne Covey. The justice and
judges gathered at The Carlton on Monday, Nov. 14, to take part in a reception recognizing
justices and appellate court judges.

Recognizing Justices
and Judges Reception

Mary Sue Ramsden and Judge Carlota M. Böhm.

ACBA President Melaine Shannon Rothey and Justice
Christine Donohue.

Attorneys Katherine
Janocsko, Nicholas
Krakoff and Christina
Preville are joined
by Judge Mary Jane
Bowes. 
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Bob Wolf, the estate-planning lawyer’s lawyer
By J. Dustin Barr

The estate-planning community
lost a friend, colleague and mentor to
many when Robert B. Wolf died last
month after a short but hard-fought
battle against cancer. 

Bob was a quintessential gentleman
and scholar, and he will be remembered
by his colleagues as a lawyer’s lawyer.
He dedicated much of his time helping
other estate-planning lawyers stay
informed, whether this was through
his willingness to spend time with a
colleague to review a matter or via his
“Hot Tips” list serve, in which Bob
always provided thorough insight on
new legislation or case law that
impacted on this area of practice. 

Bob graduated from Yale University
in 1968, majoring in philosophy, and
then studied law at the University of
Virginia, where he received his
Juris Doctorate in 1971, and was
inducted into the Order of the Coif for
academic excellence. 

Following law school, he spent two
years as a litigator at Jones Day in
Cleveland, where he was immediately
hired after his contracts class professor
in law school called the firm to
recommend Bob as having received
an honors grade in his class. This
professor was the late Justice Antonin
Scalia. Bob would later say that no
further inquiry was needed, as “Jones
Day valued an honors grade in Justice
Scalia’s class as much as I did.” Bob then
sat for the Ohio Bar exam, receiving
the highest score of all examinees.

After two years with Jones Day, he
returned to Pittsburgh to practice law

with his father at Tener, Van Kirk,
Wolf and Moore, PC. Bob spent the next
42 years dedicated to the profession of
law, his clients, and his colleagues,
always maintaining his high standards
and his passion for knowledge. 

An innovator in trust design, he
brought modern total-return investment
theory into family trusts. Instead of
the arcane structure of paying out
only income to the current beneficiary
and holding the principal for the
remainder beneficiaries – which pitted
the beneficiaries against each other
relative to investment objectives –
Bob saw the value of a total-return
trust design that paid out a percentage
amount of the total value to the current
beneficiary. This enabled trustees to
invest for the greatest total return,
which benefited all the beneficiaries.
Bob followed this vision by developing
historical modeling software to
demonstrate the value of total-return
trusts, speaking nationally to other lawyers
to share these ideas and convincing
state legislators to enact laws to allow
for the conversion of income-rule
trusts into total return trusts.

In addition to his work on total
return trusts, Bob dedicated much of
his time to end-of-life planning. In the
1990s, Bob brought together Allegheny
County’s Legal and Medical Associations
to develop and endorse a “Uniform
Advance Medical Directive (Living
Will)” and then worked tirelessly –
including on the creation of video
instruction on how to properly
complete the form – for years to
ensure that the form was freely
available to the general public.

Bob was an active and long-time
member of the Allegheny County Bar
Association Probate and Trust Law
Section Council, serving as chair in
2000 and 2001. He was a regular
speaker at continuing legal education
seminars in Pennsylvania and nation-
wide, and he volunteered on numerous
legislative advisory committees in
Pennsylvania and other jurisdictions.
He was a Fellow of the American
College of Trust and Estate Counsel,
and has been listed in “Best Lawyers
in America” Trusts and Estates since
1993. He also authored numerous
articles published nationally in Real
Property, Probate and Trust Journal,
and the ACTEC Law Journal.

In addition to his professional
career, Bob was a sixth-degree black
belt in Isshinryu karate. He shared his
talents and knowledge as a volunteer
instructor at the Baierl Family YMCA
for karate and self-defense courses for
more than 30 years. He also supported
the YMCA father/son and father/
daughter programs and was instrumental
in establishing a camp program for
children with special needs at YMCA
Camp Kon-O-Kwee in Frombell. 

In everything he did, Bob
demonstrated a sense of loyalty and
fairness, and unwavering integrity,
and these traits will be his true
legacy. Well done, good and faithful
servant; now rest in peace. n

Bob Wolf

Bob was a quintessential 
gentleman and scholar, and
he will be remembered by his
colleagues as a lawyer’s
lawyer. He dedicated much 
of his time helping other
estate-planning lawyers stay
informed, whether this was
through his willingness to
spend time with a colleague
to review a matter or via his
“Hot Tips” list serve, in which
Bob always provided thorough
insight on new legislation or
case law that impacted on
this area of practice. 
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Planning for the cost of long-term care
By Tom Crowley

The odds of needing long-term care
at some point in your life are relatively
high, and for many people, that’s a
financial risk they can’t afford to take.
Long-term care insurance may be one
way to mitigate that potential risk.
Tom Crowley, a senior vice president
with PNC Wealth Management, sat
down with Wealth Strategist Vincent
Strangio of PNC Wealth Management®
to discuss some of the major financial
considerations of planning for long-
term care.
Tom Crowley: What is long-term

care?
Vincent Strangio: Long-term care

refers to the ongoing services and
support needed by people who have
chronic health conditions or disabilities.
It is not just provided in nursing
homes. In fact, a common type of long-
term care is home-based care.
Long-term care services may also be
provided in a variety of other settings,
such as assisted living facilities and
adult day care centers.
TC: Why is it important to plan for

long-term care?
VS: The odds of needing long-term

care are high, and not just for senior
citizens. Younger people may need
long-term care too, as a result of a
disabling accident or illness. In fact,
approximately 70 percent of people
will need long-term care at some
point during their lifetimes after
reaching age 65 (according to
longtermcare.gov).
TC: What is the typical cost of

long-term care?

VS: Like most goods and services,
the cost of long-term care is rising.
Currently, the average annual cost of a
one-year nursing home stay is $80,000
(according to longtermcare.gov), and
in many states the cost is much higher.
In the future, long-term care is likely
to be even more expensive. If costs rise
at just 3 percent a year – a conservative
estimate – in 20 years, a one-year nursing
home stay will cost approximately
$144,489.
TC: Doesn’t Medicare pay for long-

term care?
VS: Many people mistakenly

believe that Medicare, the federal
health insurance program for older
Americans, will pay for long-term
care. But Medicare provides only
limited coverage for long-term care
services, such as skilled nursing care
or physical therapy. And, although

Medicare provides some home
healthcare benefits, it doesn’t cover
custodial care, the type of care older
individuals most often need. 
TC: Can individuals simply pay for

long-term care out of pocket if the
need arises?
VS: The major advantage to using

income, savings, investments and
assets, such as your home, to pay for
long-term care is that you have the
most control over where and how you
receive care. But, because the cost of
long-term care is high, you may have
trouble affording extended care if
you need it. That’s when long-term
care insurance can be a very helpful
financial tool.
TC:What is long-term care insurance?
VS: Long-term care insurance

offers protection against the chance
that long-term care will cost more

than you can afford. In exchange for
your premium payments, the insurance
company promises to cover part of
your future long-term care costs.
Long-term care insurance can help
you preserve your assets and provide
access to a range of care options.
However, it can be expensive, so
before you purchase a policy, make
sure you can afford the premiums
both now and in the future. The cost of
a long-term care policy depends
primarily on your age. In general, the
younger you are when you purchase a
policy, the lower your premium will
be. It also depends on the benefits
you choose.
TC: What are the benefits of long-

term care insurance?
VS: If you decide to purchase long-

term care insurance, there are five
key features to consider. First, look at
the benefit amount, which is the
maximum your policy will pay for
your care each day and generally
ranges from $50 to $350. Second,
know the benefit period, which is the
length of time your policy will pay
benefits. Third, there will be an
elimination period to consider. That’s
the number of days you must pay for
your own care before the policy begins
paying benefits. Fourth, examine the
types of facilities included. Many
policies cover care in a variety of settings
including your own home, assisted-
living facilities, adult day care centers
and nursing homes. Finally, you may
want to consider inflation protection.
With this option, your benefit will

SERVING 30+ 
LAW FIRMS

Looking for an IT provider? 
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Not all I�T providers  
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412.928.8670
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Tom Crowley Vincent Strangio
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ACBF YEAR IN REVIEW

By Richard S. Wiedman

This past year, we celebrated the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
35th Anniversary with a Red Tie Gala.
The event celebrated the growth of
the Foundation and recognized the
efforts of our volunteers. It served
to highlight the ever increasing
importance of the Foundation’s role
in ensuring equal access to justice for
the most vulnerable members of the
community while also serving the
needs of our legal community. For a
brief moment, it also shined a light on
the positive and critical contribution
that the legal profession makes to
the community in which we live. On
behalf of the Foundation Board, I
want to express my profound
thanks to the Allegheny County Bar
Association membership for its
support. Because of the strong
support we have received from the
Law Firm Leadership Circle, our Fellows
and volunteer lawyers, the Foundation
has been able to expand its pro
bono and public service efforts,
continue timely educational programs
through the Zittrain Forums and
continue to recruit and train pro
bono volunteers.

This past year, the Foundation
was also able to distribute almost
$300,000 in grants, scholarships and
program support, including grants
to legal aid organizations representing
the underprivileged, Attorneys Against
Hunger grants to hunger service
agencies, and summer fellowships
to law students through the Gismondi
Law Student Fellowship Program
and the Lawyers Fund Law Student
Fellowship Program.  

As President, I have the privilege
of working with a dedicated and
active Board that is committed to
continuing the Foundation’s support
of a strong pro bono program. The

Foundation is committed to ensuring
that every member of our community
receives the protections they are
entitled to under our legal system
regardless of social status. Every day,
the Foundation trains and connects
volunteer lawyers with the poor, the
hungry, the elderly and the abused
to ensure that the most vulnerable
of our neighbors are represented
and protected. 

The Foundation, like the ACBA,
enjoys an excellent national
reputation which has been reinforced
by our Associate Executive Director
Lorrie Albert’s recent election as
President of the National Association
of Bar Foundations. As the Foundation
moves forward, the Board is fully
cognizant of the mismatch between
the resources available to the
Foundation and the increasing
demands of its mission. This has
entailed hard choices over the years
regarding the allocation of limited
resources to where they can have
the most impact. In response, the
Foundation is currently engaged in a
process of obtaining a realistic
appraisal of the opportunities and
mechanisms that exist for growing
and securing the ability to fulfill our
mission now and into the future. 

As lawyers privileged to practice
in this Commonwealth, we have a
responsibility to give back to our
communities. The Foundation offers
a wealth of opportunities to do so.
Again, on behalf of the Foundation,
the Board and myself, I want to thank
the members of the ACBA for making
the work of the Foundation possible
and for your continued support. ❤

Richard S. Wiedman
President

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION
2015-16 ANNUAL REPORT
July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016

Richard S. Wiedman, Esq., President of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation

THANK YOU FOR BEING

INSIDE…
Read on to learn how your generous contributions and
volunteer work allow the ACBF to Serve the Community,
Support the Profession, and Balance Justice !

ACBF CELEBRATES
35 YEARS OF SERVICE
WITH RED TIE GALA

Over 300 guests gathered at the Circuit Center & Ballroom on March 12, 2016
to celebrate the ACBF’s 35th anniversary. Thanks to all of our supporters
who shared in the celebration. See page 2 for more! ❤

On a night when the ACBF celebrated the heart of Pittsburgh’s legal community,
Ron G. Jones and Carol A. Behers were honored with the ACBF Young Professional
Award of Excellence and the Heart of Justice Award, respectively. After the
awards presentation, Jones and Behers posed with their colleagues who had
introduced them to the crowd. From left are Bill Clifford, Sam Grego, Jones,
Behers, Mary Sue Ramsden and Jay A. Blechman.



2016-17 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

From left: Mackenzie Baird, Paul Gitnik, Susan Seitz, Stanley Stein, Jessica Crown,
Joseph Napoli, Efrem Grail, Jeanine DeBor, Melinda Sala, Lori Wisniewski Azzara,
Patricia Dodge, Ken Argentieri, Jennifer Andrade, Richard Wiedman. Not pictured:
Jeffrey Heeter, Carol Mills McCarthy, Keith Whitson.

President
Richard S. Wiedman, Esq., Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC

Vice-President
Patricia L. Dodge, Esq., Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP

Treasurer
Paul J. Gitnik, Esq., Vuono & Gray, LLC

Secretary
Jessica L. Crown, Esq., Goehring Rutter & Boehm

Immediate Past President
Kenneth M. Argentieri, Esq., Duane Morris LLP

Members
Jennifer R. Andrade, Esq., US Attorney's Office

Mackenzie A. Baird, Esq., Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

Jeanine L. DeBor, Esq., Duquesne University School of Law

Efrem M. Grail, Esq., The Grail Law Firm

Jeffrey David Heeter, Esq., Alcoa Inc.

Carol S. Mills McCarthy, Esq., McCarthy McDonald Schulberg & Joy

Joseph A. Napoli, Esq.

Melinda Sala, Esq., Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Susan M. Seitz, Esq., Highmark, Inc.

Stanley M. Stein, Esq., Stanley M. Stein, PC

Keith Edward Whitson, Esq., Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Young Lawyers Division Trustee
Lori Wisniewski Azzara, Esq., Cohen Seglias Pallas Greenhall & Furman, PC

WHO WE ARE
MISSION

The mission of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation is to be a driving force
in promoting justice for all and to improve the community through public
service law-related programs as the charitable arm of the Allegheny County
Bar Association. To fulfill this mission, the foundation raises, manages, and
distributes funds, encourages and assists lawyers to provide pro bono legal
services, and develops and supports public information initiatives. ❤

The ACBF celebrated 35 years of giving in style on March 12, 2016 at the
Red Tie Gala. This was the first Anniversary Gala held by the ACBF, which has
become known as “The Heart of Pittsburgh’s Legal Community.” Over 300
guests attended to commemorate this landmark year. And there was plenty
to celebrate, including Carol Behers, the Heart of Justice awardee and Ron
Jones, the Young Professional Award of Excellence recipient for their
professionalism and commitment to the ACBF’s pro bono and public service
programs, as well as all of our volunteers and friends. 

The event was held at the Circuit Center & Ballroom and catered by The
Fluted Mushroom. Many guests stayed until the very end, dancing to the
music of No Bad Juju. 

This gala was the ACBF’s way of recognizing the great work of all of our
volunteers which was evident by the 35th Year Anniversary Video that helps
us remember many rewarding moments over the years. It was great to take
some time to enjoy each other’s company in a very special way. The theme 
of the night was Red and many guests had a great time with it by wearing
everything from red gowns, jewelry, ties, socks and yes, it was rumored that
someone even wore red underwear! 

Even though many guests asked if we could do it again next year, we think
it may be another landmark year before it happens again. This makes it all the
more special! So if you are disappointed that you missed this Gala, look for it
to happen again at some unknown but definite time in the future. The
stronger we grow as a legal community that gives back, the more there is to
celebrate! Special thanks to our amazing planning committee, board, 
sponsors and volunteers! We could not have celebrated without you! ❤

Continued on page 12...
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Through generous donations from our members,
the 2015-16 Attorneys Against Hunger campaign
raised $112,325. Every dollar raised was distributed
to seventeen local hunger agencies. Your generosity
helps these organizations reach thousands of
struggling families every year. ❤

“Without their help, I would go hungry because I’m unable to work
due to all my disabilities. They treat me like I’m a part of their family
and that means the world to me because I don’t have a loving
family, other than my son…Because of this food pantry, I get the
food I need but can’t afford to buy.”

– Ms. “Forever Thankful”, East End Cooperative Ministry Food Pantry Client

ATTORNEYS AGAINST HUNGER CONTINUES STRONG TRADITION OF GIVING

SPONSORS & CHALLENGE GRANTS
Lead Sponsor: Supporting Sponsors:

Challenge Grant Sponsors:

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Rita M. McGinley Foundation

McGinley Family Members of the Bar Association

& The Honorable Raymond A. Novak

SUPPORTED
AGENCIES

East End Cooperative Ministry

First English Evangelical
Lutheran Church

First Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburgh

Focus on Renewal

Greater Pittsburgh
Community Food Bank

Hunger Services Urban
League of Pittsburgh

Jubilee Kitchen

Just Harvest

North Hills
Community Outreach

Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force

Rainbow Kitchen

Smithfield United Church
of Christ

South Hills Interfaith
Movement

Squirrel Hill Community 
Food Pantry

Saint Mary of Mercy Parish

The Intersection, Inc.

Trinity Cathedral

ACBA YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION STEPS UP TO FIGHT HUNGER

The ACBA Young Lawyers Division
(“YLD”) has long been a supporter of
the bar foundation. However, in the
past few years, the YLD has made an
increased effort to support our
programs, specifically Attorneys
Against Hunger. In addition to the
second annual “Strike Out Hunger”
fundraiser on February 28, 2016, the
YLD also hosted “RYEse Against
Hunger” at Wigle Whiskey Barrelhouse
on June 23, 2016. Together, these
fundraisers raised over $4,500 for
Attorneys Against Hunger. Thank you,
YLD, for your continued support! ❤
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NEW MEEHAN CITIZENSHIP INSTITUTE AIMS TO EMPOWER IMMIGRANTS
The John A. Meehan Citizenship Institute was established in 2015 through

a generous donation from attorney Jacqueline Martinez. Created in memory
of Martinez’s late husband John Meehan, the purpose of the fund is to help
low-income immigrants apply for citizenship and to empower them to
become active and knowledgeable participants in the American political
process. Martinez, an immigration attorney who emigrated to the U.S. from El
Salvador at age 6, wanted to create a legacy for her husband that embodied
his belief in the “American immigrant dream.” Meehan was a 20-year veteran
of the Coast Guard and also worked as an immigration officer for the INS
and USCIS. 

The purpose of the Institute is two-fold: 1. To provide legal assistance to
immigrants applying for citizenship, and 2. To offer courses that not only
provide preparation for the citizenship exam but also encourage new citizens
to become active participants in government. A pilot course just wrapped up
at the Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council’s Families for Learning Center in
Baldwin Borough. Upon completion of the pilot program, the Institute will
continue to partner with the GPLC to serve the needs of our area’s growing
immigrant population. ❤

“John was a dedicated man to his family, work and friends. We chose
to set up the named fund because we wanted to honor him in a way
that the funds could reach the most people and help those in need.”

– Jacqueline Martinez, Esq.

FELLOWS AND MILITARY VETERANS & ELDERLY FUND GRANTS
CONTINUE TO MAKE AN IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY
Thanks to the Fellows Program and the Military Veterans and Elderly Fund,
the ACBF awarded $40,000 in grants in 2015 to help support the pro bono
efforts of six public service organizations.

LEGAL AID GRANTS
Our Fellows continue to provide much needed support to organizations
that provide direct legal services to low-income clients through the 
Grants Program.  In 2015, the ACBF awarded $30,000 to help advance the 
following programs.

Christian Legal Aid
To provide more people in need with access to legal help, acquire and implement
technology to improve efficiency, and recruit additional volunteers. 

Focus on Renewal
To continue serving low-income individuals and families through the Sto-Rox
legal clinic with legal documents, such as wills, power of attorney and
health care directives. 

Jewish Family & Children’s Service of Pittsburgh
To provide training for pro bono attorneys to assist clients with green card
applications through the Legal Services for Immigrants & Internationals
(LSII) program. 

Pittsburgh Mercy Health System
To offset legal costs for the Homeless Experience Legal Protection (H.E.L.P.)
program that helps homeless individuals regain proof of identity and assists
with social services benefits. 

Women’s Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh
To provide civil legal representation to victims of intimate partner violence
that will help victims obtain safety, autonomy, and restoration from the
justice system. 

MILITARY VETERANS & ELDERLY FUND GRANT
This fund continues to support our veterans by providing fiduciary and legal
services that are specifically directed to their unique needs.  

Neighborhood Legal Services Organization
To support the Veterans Justice Outreach & Legal Literacy Project to
educate veterans and military families currently involved with Allegheny
County Veterans’ Court with knowledge and strategies to prevent further
civil legal issues. ❤

Fellows Class of 2015

BACKPACK PROJECT MARKS TENTH YEAR OF OUTREACH 
The ACBA/ACBF Public Service
Committee’s Backpack Project has
been bringing smiles to children’s
faces for ten years now. This past
summer, volunteers distributed a
whopping 1,500 backpacks filled
with school supplies to children in
Braddock, Homewood, McKeesport,
North Side, Penn Hills, and Turtle
Creek. Thanks to all of the donors
who made this possible, especially
the Bayer USA Foundation and Feed
the Children for their continued
and generous support! ❤
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JUVENILE COURT PROJECT ADVOCATES FOR STRONGER FAMILIES
By Catherine Volponi, Esq.
Juvenile Court Project
Director

The Juvenile Court Project (“JCP”)
provides free legal representation
for indigent parents in dependency
and termination of parental rights
cases. The JCP staff consists of a
director, sixteen attorneys and
seven support staff. In fiscal year
2015-2016, the JCP represented
over 1,200 clients concerning nearly
2,600 children in over 9,100
dependency and termination
hearings. The JCP provides an
interdisciplinary model of parent
advocacy employing Parental Support
Advocates to attend various case
planning meetings and assist with
finding appropriate services for
clients. Through the work of our
Parental Support Advocates under
the direction of our attorneys, we
have greatly enhanced the legal
representation provided to our clients. 

The JCP has an active appellate
practice concerning not only
dependency and termination cases
but also ChildLine cases. Appeals in
fiscal year 2015-2016 were filed in

the PA Superior Court, the PA
Commonwealth Court and petitions
for writ of certiorari were filed in
both the PA Supreme Court and the
U.S. Supreme Court. Still pending is

an issue concerning the right to
meaningful appellate review in
ChildLine cases and another is the right
to specialized services for parents with
intellectual disabilities in dependency
cases before a finding of “reasonable
efforts” can be made under the
Adoption and Safe Families Act. 

The JCP also engages in out of
court advocacy by participating in
both local and statewide roundtable
workgroups. In fiscal year 2015-2016,
the JCP participated in statewide
workgroups concerning Legal
Representation for Parents and
Children, Transitional Youth, Trauma
and Caseworker Retention. JCP staff
and clients participated in the video
“A Parent’s Guide to Understanding
the Pennsylvania Dependency
System” that was created by the
Legal Representation workgroup
and funded by the Office of Children
& Families in the Courts. The video
has been distributed to county child
welfare agencies and court systems
throughout Pennsylvania. ❤

ANNUAL GOLF AND BOCCE TOURNAMENT PAIRS
FRIENDLY COMPETITION WITH A GREAT CAUSE
Over 130 guests gathered at Diamond Run Golf Club on July 20, 2015 for the 23rd Annual ACBA Golf Tournament & 3rd Annual Bocce Tournament. 
Thanks to the support of sponsors, in-kind donors, and players, the tournament raised $35,000 for the Allegheny County Bar Foundation and 
Neighborhood Legal Services Association. ❤
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SUPPORTING THE PROFESSION 
LAW STUDENT SUMMER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS SERVE
BOTH STUDENTS AND PUBLIC SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Lawyers Fund
Law Student Summer
Fellowship Program

In its third year, the 2016 Lawyers Fund Law Student Summer Fellowship
Program was, once again, a great success for both second-year students from
Pitt and Duquesne law schools and public service organizations. The program
was created by the Lawyers Fund Committee of the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation to provide law students who are certified to appear in court with
paid fellowships at 11 organizations that provide free legal services to
low-income Allegheny County residents. 

For ten weeks over the summer, student Fellows gained hands-on experience
and were able to assist low-income clients facing critical legal issues affecting
their daily lives, including immigration, education issues, homelessness and
more. This past summer, six Duquesne and five Pitt law students were selected
to work at the following participating legal services providers: 

The Gismondi Certified
Law Student Summer
Fellowship Program

Created by Pitt Law alumnus John P. Gismondi, the Gismondi Certified Law
Student Summer Fellowship Program provides paid fellowships to students
who will help advance the mission of Neighborhood Legal Services Association
and at the same time gain valuable “real life” experience in representing clients.

“Law students crave real-world experience…
[This program] will allow second-year 
students to handle actual cases in front of
magistrates or government agencies, and
it will give more low-income families access
to legal representation.”

– John P. Gismondi, Esq.

Second-year Pitt Law student 
Allison Fedorka was awarded the
Summer 2016 Gismondi Fellowship.
She became certified to appear in
court and worked for ten weeks 
helping clients suffering from 
domestic violence to obtain 
Protection from Abuse Orders. Ms.
Fedorka found the summer to be a
great lead-in to practicing law. When
asked about her summer experience,
Ms. Fedorka responded, “I can’t 
imagine another job preparing me
this well to be a lawyer.” 

ORGANIZATION SCHOOL LAW STUDENT FELLOW

Christian Legal Aid Duq Zach Fleming
of Pittsburgh

Office of Conflict Counsel Pitt Emelina Perez

Disability Rights Duq Jessica Rosenblatt
Pennsylvania

District Attorney’s Office Pitt Taylor Staiger

Education Law Center Duq Mohammed Al-Bidhawi

Jewish Family & Duq Zachary Zabawa
Children’s Service

Juvenile Court Project Duq Kristi Heidel

KidsVoice Pitt Sarah Saba

Pro Bono Center Duq Lorraine Sullivan

Public Defender’s Office Pitt Camille Davidson

Women’s Center & Shelter Pitt Abigail Yochum
of Greater Pittsburgh

Testimonials from student fellows:

“While my experience at [legal service organization] was nothing
short of astounding, it was the events set up by the Fellowship that
made this summer one of the best summers I have ever had.”

“I will cherish this experience and carry everything I learned along
the way with me into the legal community.”

COME JOIN US IN

2017 

Equal Justice Conference
MAY 4–6, 2017

PRE-CONFERENCES MAY 3

Pittsbu rgh
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LAWYERS FUND FELLOW LEARNS ABOUT LAW AND CLIENTS
Lorraine Sullivan, now a 3rd-year

law student at Duquesne University,
discusses her experiences working
this past summer at the ACBF’s Pro
Bono Center as a Lawyers Fund Fellow. 

What interested you
about a fellowship at the
Pro Bono Center?

What interested me most about a
fellowship at the Pro Bono Center
was the intersection of two things
that I am very passionate about –
helping others and family law. In
searching for summer jobs, I wanted
to find something that would leave
me feeling fulfilled and challenged
and also help me further my career.
A fellowship position at the Pro
Bono Center felt like the perfect fit
to do just that. 

What kinds of things 
did you work on?

During my fellowship I was able
to handle about five of my own
divorce cases for the Divorce Law
Project as well as assist attorneys
Barbara Griffin and Patricia Jones
with drafting and filing pleadings. I
also learned how to better correspond
with clients by phone and by mail. 

Another large component of my
fellowship was preparing for and
representing clients in final protection
from abuse (“PFA”) hearings. Initially,
I sat in with attorney Barbara Griffin
as she contacted clients to prepare
them for their hearings, met with

them the day of their hearings to
discuss available options, negotiated
with defendants, drafted orders of
court, and represented clients in
final hearings if necessary. As time
progressed I became more involved
in hearing preparation through review
of petitions and court dockets and
contact with clients. I even took the
lead with one client whose case I
had handled on my own. I learned
PFA law, the different outcomes
available for plaintiffs in final PFA
hearings, how to draft orders of court,
and how to navigate interactions
with clients in stressful situations. 

I also performed legal research
and volunteered at the ACBA’s
Annual Golf Tournament at Allegheny

Country Club. I was able to attend
two CLE programs this summer and
sit in with the Juvenile Court Project
for a day. 

What did you learn from your
direct interactions with clients?

I learned that a little bit of kindness
goes a long way. Many of the clients
that seek assistance from the Pro
Bono Center are individuals who are
experiencing difficulties in the most
basic, yet important areas of their
lives, be it their families or their
living situations. The legal system is
difficult to navigate and I have
found this especially true for those
with limited means. One of my
clients had difficulty reading, and

since the Divorce Law Project
corresponds with its clients mainly
by mail, I made sure to call her
before I mailed anything to her so
she knew what I was sending and
why I was sending it. That very little
extra effort made on my part made a
big difference in my client’s peace of
mind and trust in me as her advocate
and helped me learn too. 

How did your fellowship add to
your law school education?

This fellowship provided me with
the opportunity to take some of
what I’ve learned in law school and
apply it to real life situations. This 
fellowship has given what I have
learned in school meaning. 

Has your experience at the
Pro Bono Center affected how
you envision your legal career?

Absolutely. This summer I have
learned how valuable pro bono
work is to low income members of
the community, to the attorneys
who volunteer their services, and to
those who coordinate pro bono
programs and services. It does not
take much time to truly make a
difference in someone’s life through
pro bono work, and the feeling of
helping someone in need is very
rewarding. I am very grateful to have
had this opportunity to work at the
Pro Bono Center this summer and
plan on making time for pro bono
work as my career unfolds. ❤

Lorraine Sullivan, Lawyers Fund Fellow

ACBF LOANS & SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM HELPS
STUDENTS FACE GROWING LAW SCHOOL DEBT
In 2015, the ACBF awarded $62,000 in loans and scholarships to law students attending Duquesne University, University of Notre Dame, University of
Pennsylvania, and University of Pittsburgh. We are proud to support future attorneys through our various named funds. The following recipients were selected
based on strong academic performance, as well as other criteria specific to each fund.

F.C. Grote Scholarship of the Lawyers Fund

Bryant Andrews-Nino, University of Pittsburgh

Melissa Fann, University of Pittsburgh

Allison Marciniak, University of Pittsburgh

Danielle Santoro, University of Pittsburgh

Grace Schmidt, University of Pennsylvania

James I. Smith, III
Notre Dame Law School Scholarship

Brian Haney

Shane LaBarge

Lynette Norton Memorial Award

Emily Celeste Bittle, Duquesne University 

Aubrey Therese Smith, Duquesne University

Honorable Carol Los Mansmann 
Memorial Scholarship  

Alyssa Federoff, Duquesne University

Fayezeh Haji Hassan, Duquesne University

Daniel B. Dixon Scholarship 

Christopher Shook , University of Pittsburgh

Honorable Joseph H. Ridge 
Memorial Scholarship

Mark Howell, Duquesne University

ACBA Bankruptcy & Commercial Law Section
Gerald K. Gibson Memorial Award 

Johnathan Foster, University of Pittsburgh

Kevin Shaw, Duquesne University

Jonathan Smith, Duquesne University

ACBA Environment & Energy Law 
Section Scholarship

Carl Ballard, University of Pittsburgh

Katrina Lawrence, Duquesne University
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Carl Ballard (first photo above) and Katrina Lawrence
(immediately above) were presented with scholarships
from the ACBA Environment & Energy Law Section at the
Section’s Green Event on May 21, 2015 at the Energy
Innovation Center.
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BALANCING JUSTICE 
PRO BONO CENTER

The mission of the Pro Bono Center is inspired by Rule 6.1 of the
Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct: “A lawyer should render public
interest legal service.” The Center advances this mission by creating and
supporting programs that match volunteer attorneys with individuals with
very low incomes facing critical legal issues that impact their basic human
needs. The Center works with 36 member programs and organizations to
recruit, train, support, and recognize volunteer attorneys. The Pro Bono
Center has the unique ability to leverage the over 5,500 members of the
Allegheny County Bar Association and frequently engages member attorneys,
judges, and law students in developing and supporting the delivery of legal
services, resulting in collaborative projects that benefit clients, improve the
function of the courts, and provide attorneys and paralegals with volunteer
opportunities. For calendar year 2015, these member programs and
organizations reported 6,643 individuals assisted by volunteer attorneys.

Pro Bono Center staff attorneys and law student interns also provide direct
legal services to clients including extended representation, limited
representation, brief advice, and referrals. In 2015, staff directly assisted
1,009 individuals who turned to the Center for assistance.

PITTSBURGH PRO BONO
PARTNERSHIP 

The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership is a collaboration of legal departments,
law firms, the Allegheny County Bar Foundation, and Neighborhood Legal
Services Association. The purpose is to increase attorney and paralegal pro
bono legal services to the greater Pittsburgh community. With over 40 members
with almost 20 projects, the Partnership creates innovative programs to
provide legal services to persons of limited means and to those organizations,
including charities, which work on their behalf. The new chair of the
Administrative Board is Antoinette Oliver, a partner at Meyer, Unkovic & Scott
LLP, which itself administers several pro bono projects.  In the past year, the
Partnership honed existing projects, recruited and trained new volunteers,
and worked with the bar foundation’s Pro Bono Center to increase local and
national awareness of the legal needs of individuals with low incomes.

POVERTY SIMULATION
The Pro Bono Center helped volunteers to better understand the circumstances
of people living with very low incomes by hosting a “poverty simulation” in
which they had the virtual experience of walking a mile in the shoes of the
individuals and families they assist. The 67 attendees took on roles such as
family members, employers, schools, law enforcement, social services
providers, and others. “Our goal was to empower our volunteers to better
assist families living in poverty,” said Barbara Griffin, Director of the Pro
Bono Center.

EMERITUS RULE PROPOSAL AIMS TO INCREASE PRO BONO VOLUNTEERS
The Pro Bono Center collaborated with the ACBA Senior Lawyers Committee and a statewide working group to propose a new bar admission status that would
allow retired and voluntarily inactive attorneys to be licensed solely for the purposes of providing pro bono legal services. The goal of the proposal is to tap
into a pool of volunteer attorneys who might not otherwise maintain their law license to help meet the high demand for free legal services for individuals with
low incomes.  An effort led by committee chair Zelda Curtiss culminated in the submission of a proposal from the ACBA, the Philadelphia Bar Association, and
the Pennsylvania Bar Association to the state Supreme Court. The proposal is now under active consideration by the court. ❤

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
The ACBA/ACBF Public Service Committee recognized individuals, law firms,
legal departments, and organizations who have made significant contributions
to enhancing the provision of free legal services to low-income residents of
Allegheny County with the 2015 Pro Bono Achievement Awards.  The awards
were presented at the Fellows Appreciation Reception on October 8, 2015.
The winners also gave inspiring talks about their volunteer experiences at the
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on October 26, 2015, at the Fairmont
Hotel. The award winners were: 

Joseph V. Balestrino, Esq., Young Lawyer Award

Kathryn L. Harrison, Esq., Jane F. Hepting Individual Pro Bono Award 

Maureen Hohman, Paralegal Pro Bono Award 

Kathryn M. Kenyon, Esq., Kathryn M. Kenyon Leadership Award

Tracey McCants Lewis, Esq., Lorraine M. Bittner Public Interest Attorney Award

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, Pro Bono Achievement Organization Award 

Name Change Project (Reed Smith/BNY Mellon), New Initiative Award

Sara J. Rose, Esq., Public Interest Impact Award

Stella Smetanka, Esq., Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award
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PRO BONO SPOTLIGHT –

CHRISTIAN LEGAL AID OF PITTSBURGH
The mission of Christian Legal Aid

of Pittsburgh (“CLA”) is to provide
access to justice regarding civil and
family matters to individuals whose
incomes are very low through the
service of those who study and
practice law. CLA offers free legal
help and, when desired, spiritual
guidance. Although CLA is a faith-
based charitable organization, it
offers its services without regard
to the religious beliefs, if any, of
our clients. 

Using volunteer attorneys and
law students, CLA holds free legal
aid clinics monthly at two locations:
every Monday on the North Side at
Allegheny Center Alliance Church,
and on the first and third Thursday
of each month at North Way Christian

Community Church in East Liberty.
Within five miles of these areas, up
to 70% of the population lives below
the poverty line. The East Liberty
clinic is a new location that improves
access to a people in need of services.  

In the past year, CLA has
increased services provided to
people referred from Neighborhood
Legal Services Association and the
Allegheny County Family Court’s
Self-Help Center. Family law matters
remain a big area of need, according
to CLA Executive Director Lauren
Darbouze, Esq. When the Self-Help
Center came under the direction of
Keith Calhoun in early 2016, he met
with CLA leaders and a relationship
was born. CLA is able to help with
the overflow from the Self-Help
Center to meet the constant
demand for pro se assistance in the
Family Division.

In 2015, CLA volunteers – including
60 attorneys and 75 law students –
assisted 315 individuals with a wide

range of civil legal issues including
family law, health law, elder law and
estate planning, employment,
housing, civil rights violations and
more. CLA is a recipient of a grant
from the ACBA Fellows program,
which it uses to provide more
people in need with access to legal
help, acquire and implement
technology to improve efficiency,
and recruit additional volunteers.

Christian Legal Aid’s biggest
challenge is maintaining a base of
consistent volunteers to meet the
ever-growing needs of the clinic. If
you would like to volunteer or
would like additional information,
please visit www.clapittsburgh.org or
contact CLA at 412-622-0232 or by
email at info@clapittsburgh.org. ❤

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Community outreach and education is one way that the Pro Bono Center
helps people understand common legal issues and avoid potential problems.
Center director Barbara Griffin gave informational talks to several Allegheny
County community groups in the past year including Sen. Wayne Fontana’s
Senior Flu Clinic in Brookline and Operation Better Block in Homewood.

JEANS FOR JUSTICE

Over 2 dozen Pittsburgh law firms and legal corporations were part of the fun
on Jeans for Justice Day, October 30, 2015. Staff members made contributions
to the Allegheny County Bar Foundation for the privilege of “dressing down”
that day. Thanks to all those who participated in helping to raise funds to
support free legal services.

THE DIVORCE LAW PROJECT GETS SUPPORT TO
HELP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS

In March 2015, Allegheny County
Bar Foundation received a grant
from FISA Foundation that will
enable the Divorce Law Project to
provide greater assistance for victims
of domestic abuse who are seeking
to be divorced. The $20,000 grant
will support the New Beginnings
Divorce Project and provide
resources to also serve low-income
residents of Beaver, Butler, and
Lawrence Counties, where no such
free services exist.   

The Divorce Law Project is the only
program providing free representation
to low-income individuals seeking
simple divorces in Allegheny County.
Using staff attorneys, volunteer

attorneys, and law students, the
project closed over 200 cases in 2015.
The DLP receives an average of 7
applications for assistance each week. ❤

“[D]ivorce Law Project...saved my life and gave me a new one...”

– Staci S.

“My attorney was great. She did everything in her power to
help me get my divorce. I’m really grateful to have such a
wonderful attorney.”

– Rebecca H.

“I tried for over sixteen years to get a divorce. It was so painful
to see my kids have to be bounced in between me trying to have
a life for us but couldn’t due to being married to somebody that
refused for so long to let us have a life...Now I’m fully free. I got
my divorce.”

– Rebecca H.

Strassburger, McKenna, Gutnick, & Gefsky
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EQUAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE COMING TO PITTSBURGH

For the first time ever, the national Equal Justice Conference will be held in
Pittsburgh on May 4-6, 2017! The ACBA/ACBF Public Service Committee is
working with the ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service
and National Legal Aid & Defender Association to welcome attendees and
provide substantive and logistical support.

The Equal Justice Conference joins all components of the civil legal aid
community to discuss and address the delivery of legal services to low-
income individuals. This long-standing conference is the largest of its kind
focused on access to justice with an anticipated attendance of as many as

Pittsbu rgh, Pennsylvania
DAVID L. LAWRENCE CONVENTION CENTER

2017 EQUAL JUSTICE 
CONFERENCE MAY 4–6, 2017

PRE-CONFERENCES ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

Presented by
The ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service 

and The National Legal Aid & Defender Associationwww.equaljusticeconference.org
      11:34 AM

1,000 individuals from around the country, including legal services attorneys,
pro bono coordinators, judges, law professors and students, bar leaders,
volunteer attorneys, paralegals and public interest advocates.  

Please consider helping us welcome conference attendees to Pittsburgh
by becoming a sponsor of the host reception to be held on May 4, 2017, at
the August Wilson Center. Contact Barbara Griffin at bgriffin@acba.org or 
412-402-6622 for more information. We hope that you will join us in supporting
this exciting opportunity to welcome conference attendees and showcase our
region’s commitment to legal services for individuals with low incomes. ❤

SAVE THE DATES

May 4 - 6, 2017

American Bar Association
Equal Justice Conference

David L. Lawrence Convention Center

July 17, 2017

25th Annual ACBA Golf Tournament
The Club at Nevillewood
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR
FOUNDATION FY 16

FINANCIALS AT A GLANCE
Audited financials for July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.
Please visit www.acbf.org to view a complete copy

of the ACBF audited financial statement.

Administrative 
(18%) $67,451  

Personnel 
(52%) $201,075  

Program  Expenses 
(16%) $60,519 

Golf Tournament 
(14%) $55,461 

Total Expenses $384,506 

Dues Check                 
Off 

(18%) $76.673 

Contributions 
(13%) $55,504 

Law Firm Leadership 
Circle 

(26%) $106,000 

Administrative 
(28%) $121,092  

Golf Tournament 
(18%) $78,010 

    
     

      
 

   
 

Juvenile 
Court 

Project 
(79%) $1,612,238 

Contributions 
(6%) $112,450 

 Attorneys 
Against Hunger  
(5%) $110,504 

Pro Bono 
(8%) $156,177 

Lawyers 
Fund 

(1%) $30,161 

Investment 
Income 

(-7%)  -$140,366 

Fellows 
Program 

(8%) 156,415 

    
     

  
 

   
 

Juvenile 
Court 

Project 
(71%) $1,612,829 

Contributions 
(3%) $75,137 

Attorneys  
Against Hunger 
(5%) $121,936 

Pro Bono 
(7%) $149,108 

Lawyers Fund!
(6%) $125,579 

Administrative 
Fees!

(2%) $47,270 

Fellows 
Program 

(6%) $125,386 

Total Expenses $2,257,245 
 

Unrestricted - Operating
Total Revenue $437,279

Restricted
Total Revenue $2,037,579

LAW FIRM LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Thank you to the 31 law firm members of the Law Firm Leadership Circle.
Your continued support and dedication embolden us to continue providing
quality pro bono, philanthropic, and educational programming.
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Volunteer!
 The Pro Bono Center is always looking for volunteer attorneys to help low-income residents of Allegheny County with 
civil legal matters. Contact Barbara Griffin, Esq. at bgriffin@acba.org for more information on how you can help.

Donate!
 Gifts of every size are important. Visit www.acbf.org/Grants/Giving-Options.asp for great ideas on how you can support 
the Foundation. Questions? Contact Associate Executive Director Lorrie Albert at 412-402-6640 or lalbert@acba.org.

Thank you!

 Thanks to your gifts to the ACBF, thousands of people in our community have 
been able to access legal help that was otherwise out of their reach, hungry people 
have been fed, and our profession has been strengthened. Those gifts have done so 
much to help people today. But have you thought about making your impact last 
beyond today?

 Consider joining the ACBF Legacy Society, and your generosity will make a 
difference in the long term, too.

What Will Your Legacy Be?

Annual Report written by:
Erin Rhodes, Barbara Griffin and Lorrie Albert

Lorrie Albert, Patricia Jones, Anthony Kuzma, Erin Rhodes and Barbara Griffin
of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.



December 9, 2016  / Page 7

The material presented in this article is of a general nature and does not constitute the provision by PNC of
investment, legal, tax, or accounting advice to any person, or a recommendation to buy or sell any security or
adopt any investment strategy. Opinions expressed herein are subject to change without notice. The information
was obtained from sources deemed reliable. Such information is not guaranteed as to its accuracy. You should seek
the advice of an investment professional to tailor a financial plan to your particular needs. For more information,
please contact PNC at 1-888-762-6226.

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing names PNC Wealth Management® and
Hawthorn, PNC Family Wealth® to provide investment, wealth management, and fiduciary services through its
subsidiary, PNC Bank, National Association (“PNC Bank”), which is a Member FDIC, and to provide specific
fiduciary and agency services through its subsidiary, PNC Delaware Trust Company or PNC Ohio Trust Company.
PNC also uses the marketing names PNC Institutional Asset ManagementSM, PNC Retirement SolutionsSM, Vested
Interest®, and PNC Institutional Advisory SolutionsSM for the various discretionary and non-discretionary institu-
tional investment activities conducted through PNC Bank and through PNC’s subsidiary PNC Capital Advisors,
LLC, a registered investment adviser (“PNC Capital Advisors”). Standalone custody, escrow, and directed trustee
services; FDIC-insured banking products and services; and lending of funds are also provided through PNC Bank.
Securities products, brokerage services, and managed account advisory services are offered by PNC Investments
LLC, a registered broker-dealer and a registered investment adviser and member of FINRA and SIPC. Insurance
products may be provided through PNC Insurance Services, LLC, a licensed insurance agency affiliate of PNC, or
through licensed insurance agencies that are not affiliated with PNC; in either case a licensed insurance affiliate
may receive compensation if you choose to purchase insurance through these programs. A decision to purchase
insurance will not affect the cost or availability of other products or services from PNC or its affiliates. PNC does
not provide legal, tax, or accounting advice unless, with respect to tax advice, PNC Bank has entered into a
written tax services agreement. PNC does not provide services in any jurisdiction in which it is not authorized to
conduct business. PNC Bank is not registered as a municipal advisor under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act (“Act”). Investment management and related products and services provided to a
“municipal entity” or “obligated person” regarding “proceeds of municipal securities” (as such terms are defined
in the Act) will be provided by PNC Capital Advisors. 

“PNC Wealth Management,” “Hawthorn, PNC Family Wealth,” and “Vested Interest” are registered service
marks and “PNC Institutional Asset Management,” “PNC Retirement Solutions,” and “PNC Institutional Advisory
Solutions” are service marks of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. 

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.
Insurance: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank or Federal Government Guarantee. Not a Deposit. May Lose Value.

increase by a certain percentage each
year. It’s an optional feature available
at additional cost, but having it may
enable your coverage to keep pace
with rising prices.

Understandably, many people put
off planning for long-term care.
Although it’s hard to face the fact that

PLANNING FOR LONG-TERM CARE
continued from page 6

health problems may someday result
in a loss of independence, if you begin
planning now, you may have more
options open to you in the future. n

Thomas E. Crowley is a senior vice
president with PNC Wealth Management.
He can be reached at thomas.e.crowley@
pnc.com or 412-762-3806. For more informa-
tion, visit pnc.com/wealthmanagement.

Gregory Jordan, general
counsel and chief 
administrative officer of
PNC Financial Services,
introduces Demchak to
the crowd of nearly 
30 managing partners.

Managing
Partners
Breakfast

David Klasnick, senior vice 
president and marketing sales
director at PNC Wealth 
Management, welcomes the 
managing partners to the Oct. 31
breakfast meeting. Klasnick and
his team work closely on complex
accounts dealing with investment
management, financial and 
estate planning, and trust and
banking services.

PHOTOS BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

William Demchak – chairman, president and chief executive officer 
of PNC Financial Services Group – outlines the future of banking and
challenges facing the industry during the ACBA’s annual Managing
Partners Breakfast. PNC hosted the event at the new Tower at 
PNC Plaza.
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Managing payments and growing revenue for over 30,000 

law firms in the US, LawPay is the only solution recognized by 

the ABA. Designed specifically for the legal industry, LawPay 

guarantees complete separation of earned and unearned 

fees, giving you the confidence and peace of mind your 

credit card transactions are handled the right way.

LawPay is a registered ISO of Merrick Bank, South Jordan UT

LawPay.com/ACBA | 866.376.0950

Pay Invoice

2010

35%

2013

47%

2016

55%

2019

75%
EST

Cooks Brooks Johnson
123 Main St.
City, State 23451
Phone: (123) 345-4751
Email: payments@cbj.com
Web: www.cbjlawfirm.com

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail

Amount to Pay*

Invoice Number

Amount to Pay

Invoice Number 

Matter Number

Matter Number

Cardholder Information

Name

Name

Month Year
Pay Invoice 

Cooks, Brooks
& Johnson, PLLC.

Completely Secure

1.95% & 20¢ per transaction       No swipe required       No equipment needed       $5–$20 monthly

Trust Account 
Compliant

TRUST OPERATING

The proven payment solution for lawyers.

Proud Member Benefit Provider
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From Conflict
to Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
at a lower cost, and through processes 
that give parties and their lawyers 
more control over the outcome.

• Approved Panels & Rosters:   
    – US District Court for the 
       Western District of PA 
    • Mediator, Early Neutral 
           Evaluator, Arbitrator 
    • Bankruptcy Court Mediator
     • eDiscovery Special Master, 
           eMediator
    – AAA Mediator and Arbitrator 
    – FINRA Mediator and Arbitrator 

•  Seasoned Former Executive of 
 Fortune 500 Company 

• Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
 and Legal Counselor  

•  Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
 Allegheny County

it’s not static, meaning adjustments
can be made to increase efficiency.

“Early on, we conducted surveys to
see what was working and what we
needed to do to keep making the program
better,” she said. “Today, our program
is recognized nationally.”

Conti said Judge Arthur Schwab
was instrumental in the implementation
of the program under the leadership
of then Chief Judge Donetta Ambrose.

Schwab said the program is a
success because of the hard work and
dedication of so many people, including
the implementation committee, the
district judges, the clerk’s office
employees, information technology
specialists, courtroom deputies, the
ADR coordinator and every other staff
member and attorney who helped
make the program effective.

“The success of the program is
demonstrated by a 75-percent
reduction in the number of cases
pending for three years or more and a
90-percent reduction in the number of
motions not decided within six months,”
Schwab said. “This program furthers
the mission of the court to preserve
and enhance the rule of law, while
providing an impartial and accessible
forum for the just, timely and economical
resolution of legal proceedings.”

Judge Nora Barry Fischer, who
chairs the court’s Case Management/
ADR Committee, is proud the
program has become accepted by
the legal community and the litigants
it serves. 

“In addition, it has brought a whole
field of practice to fruition, employing
lawyers as neutrals,” Fischer said. “It
has reduced the time to trial on the
civil side and reduced the number of

ADR  
continued from front cover

motions, saving the litigants and the
court time and money.”

U.S. Magistrate Judge Lisa Lenihan
noted that even in cases that are not
settled through ADR, many participants
report the process helped their clients
identify issues of importance, prioritize
issues, improve cooperation between
the parties, and increase their client’s
confidence in the legal system. 

Lenihan said the court did not simply
enact the program as an edict.
Instead, a committee of bench and bar
members was formed, the programs
used by other courts were studied,
comments were solicited and changes
have been made to the policies and
procedures, when necessary. 

“The magistrate judges established
a separate, free mediation program
for civil rights cases filed by incarcerated
persons,” Lenihan said. “That program
has not been used as much as we would
like and I hope to see its use expand.”

Bissoon also would like to expand
the district court’s ADR process to
include cases pertaining to prisoner
litigation as the program heads into its
next decade. n

Pennsylvania Family Law Practice and Procedure with Forms and Atlantic Reporter are published by Thomson Reuters.
Atlantic Reporter is a trademark of Thomson Reuters and its affiliated businesses, registered in the U.S. and other countries.

Introducing the 2016-2017 Pocket Part to

Pennsylvania Family Law 
Practice and Procedure 

with Forms
(Volume 17)

Written by the firm’s attorneys:

Joanne Ross Wilder
Brian E. McKinley
Darren Oglesby
Bruce Lord Wilder
This treatise, introduces major issues 
in Pennsylvania family law practice 
and includes reported decisions 
from the Atlantic Reporter®

and significant trial rules.

Now available at 
legalsolutions.com

FAMILY LAW FOR THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY

WilderMahoodMcKinley&Oglesby

436 Seventh Avenue
10th Floor Koppers Building
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412-261-4040

www.wildermahood.com

”

The program excels in the
quality of services it provides,
the extent of party participation,
the number of cases either
resolved or in which issues
are significantly narrowed,
and the engagement of the
legal community.

– Judge Jeremy Fogel

“

See www.acba.org/
Student-Loan-Refinancing.
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONJANUARY

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

Jan. 11 • Dragonetti and Litigation Torts
Jan. 12 • Making Use of Trusts for Asset Protection of the Middle Class
Jan. 20 • Hot Topics in Capital Cases
Jan. 25 • Trends in Municipal Finance
Jan. 31 • Using Social Media E�ectively and Ethically in Your Practice
 • Advanced Mineral Title Examination for Attorneys

VIDEO SEMINARS

Jan. 5 • Common Estate Planning Blunders
Jan. 10 • Evolving Support Cases: Discovery, Deviations & Add-Backs
Jan. 18 • E�ectively Conducting Workplace Investigations
Jan. 19 • Enrolling in Medicare
Jan. 23 • A Lawyer's Guide to Appraisals and Appraisers
Jan. 24 • Medicare, Medicaid, VA Liens & Medicare Set-Asides 
Jan. 26 • PA Attorney-Client Privilege and Work Product Doctrine
Jan. 27 • CLE Ethics Fun with Sean Carter
Jan. 31 • Secrets of Bulletproof Contract Dra�ing

SIMULCASTS FROM PLI

Jan. 6 • Dra�ing & Negotiating corporate Agreements 
Jan. 11 • Secured Transactions: 
Jan. 20 • Intellectual Property Rights Enforcement 
Jan. 25 • Women in Leadership
Jan. 25-26 Understanding Financial Products

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

ESTATE & ELDER LAW 
SYMPOSIUM
One Day = One Easy Way to catch up on the most significant 
legal developments for estate and elder law practitioners

PITTSBURGH • THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2017
9:00 AM TO 4:10 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:30 AM

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF “THE BEST OF”  
TWO OF PBI’S MOST POPULAR INSTITUTES
In this one-day Symposium we feature some of the most popular sessions from our 
annual Estate Law Institute and Elder Law Institute. Whether you have a general 
practice or you concentrate in estate law, elder law or both, you’ll find this course 
o�ers just what you need. You’ll pick up important practice tips and the latest 
developments. Break-out sessions make it easy for you to choose the topics that 
interest you the most. 

18th Annual

REGISTER TODAY SO YOU CAN
• Learn the latest developments in estate and elder law
• Customize your program – you choose the topics that matter most to you
• Get an excellent course manual full of updated, practical resource material
• Enjoy networking with your colleagues during our continental breakfast, lunch 

and refreshment breaks

Online CLE
Delivered over the Web at your convenience. We call this 24/7 CLE. When you 
need the information (or the credits), log on to our Online Campus and find a 
course that meets your needs: a recording of a seminar, with the materials in 
convenient searchable PDF format. Start it today, watch some tomorrow and 
more in the coming weeks. Finish it within three months, and get credit when 
you’re done.

Live Webcasts
Same technology, delivered live. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & get credit 
when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

DISTANCE EDUCATION AT PBI.ORG

Jan. 11 • Dragonetti and Litigation Torts
Jan. 12 • Public Contracting in Pennsylvania
Jan. 18 • Making Use of Trusts for Asset Protection of the Middle Class
Jan. 19 • Advanced Mineral Title Examination for Attorneys
Jan. 20 • Hot Topics in Capital Cases
Jan. 23 • Death & Taxes
Jan. 25 • Trends in Municipal Finance
Jan. 31 • Using Social Media E�ectively and Ethically in Your Practice

PBI has Pennsylvania’s  

most comprehensive  

selection of online CLE:  

hundreds of programs  

in the lengths, on-demand  

formats, and subject areas 

you need.

Learn from PA’s best. 

Anytime.

Anywhere.

PBI.ORG
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veterans obtain legal representation.
He thought that creating a more
automated, cohesive system would be
a boon to veterans who can’t necessarily
afford a private attorney.

“So we talked to some people, went
to some conferences, and we found the
same thing over and over again:
There’s a legal aspect to a lot of
issues – such as homelessness and
unemployment – that veterans, primarily
low-income veterans, face,” he said.
“If we could get to that legal aspect,
we could assist in solving those other
issues for the long term. And it would
be great if we could connect them with
attorneys who are willing to help them.”

The Jones Day Foundation contributed
more than $250,000 to develop the system,
and so far Jones Day attorneys have
put more than $1 million worth of
their time into developing the program,
Winklosky said. 

They are seeking to train “as many
attorneys as possible,” to participate,
he said. Pilot sites have not yet been
selected. The American Bar Association
will administer the program.

Jones Day is working with bar
associations nationwide, including the
ACBA, to recruit attorneys willing to
participate in the program.

Barbara Griffin, director of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
Pro Bono Center, said the ACBA is
well-suited to help Pittsburgh-area
attorneys get involved.

“We are a member association of
6,000-plus attorneys and we are in the
best position to leverage and reach out
to our members for this program
that’s going to be an important
collaboration,” Griffin said.

The ACBA and Jones Day already
work together on the Veterans Legal

VETLEX  
continued from front cover

Clinic, which provides legal advice to
veterans who live in Allegheny County.

There are about 22 million veterans
in the U.S., and nearly 940,000 of them
live in Pennsylvania, according to the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

VetLex is expected to attract more
attorneys to help, supplementing the
options already available to local veterans
seeking private legal representation.
In addition to the Allegheny County
Bar Foundation’s Veterans Legal Clinic,
there are veterans programs through
the University of Pittsburgh, Duquesne,
and Neighborhood Legal Services.

“The more services out there, the
better because there’s more likelihood
the veteran in need will get connected
to a resource, but I think we, as a society,
have to keep our eyes and ears opened
and assist however we can our veterans,”
said Dan Kunz, co-chairman of the Bar
Association’s Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee. “A lot of the veterans
out there, they’re not self-reporting.
So it’s not always easy to connect
them. They don’t know they need help;
they don’t know they are suffering.”

Kunz also directs the Veterans
Clinic at Duquesne University, where

students represent veterans in the
criminal justice system, as well as
provide other types of representation. 

There’s a need for more attorneys
willing to represent veterans whose
problems may lead to jail, eviction or
domestic issues, Kunz said.

“It’s a smaller percentage of veterans
who are having these problems. There
are many veterans out there who are
successful,” he said. “But there are
some that we could help, and that’s
what we are going to try to do.”

Jason Manne supervises the Veterans
Law Practicum clinical program at
the University of Pittsburgh School of

Employment
Where

Meets The Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients with 
advice, counseling and representation 
in all aspects of employment law.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law

To get involved
VetLex will operate as a referral
system for military veterans
seeking private free or low-cost
legal representation in all
practice areas. Attorneys can
sign up at vetlex.org. VetLex is
expected to begin serving
veterans in the spring of 2017,
once recruitment and training
are complete.

Law. Through the program, Manne’s
students provide free legal services to
veterans, concentrated in Veterans
Administration benefit claims, and
military discharge upgrades.

Manne said services for veterans
tend to be fragmented, which causes
frustration for veterans trying to find
help. He’s hopeful that VetLex national
network will provide a powerful tool
to veterans who have to seek help
from more than one organization.

“The question is how does a veteran
who needs a legal service get connected
to an attorney, and that’s what VetLex
does,” said Manne. n



Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com
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The Massa Law Group, P.C., 
has changed its name to Massa 
Butler Giglione.

Rebecca Canter-
bury has joined Spi-
vak Law Firm as an
attorney in their
family law and
criminal defense
practices. She will
focus her practice
on Protection From
Abuse, child cus-
tody, domestic-vio-
lence defense and
criminal record
expungements.

Allison L.
Ebeck has joined
Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott,
LLC, as an associ-
ate in the Litiga-
tion Division. She
focuses her prac-
tice in the areas of
general commer-
cial and corporate
litigation.

Katelin J.
Montgomery has joined Dickie,
McCamey & Chilcote, P.C., as an
associate. She is a member of the 
Medical Malpractice Defense Group, and
focuses her practice in health care law.

People on the Move

Kristin A. Biedinger and Carolyn
A.W. Whitworth have joined Tucker
Arensberg, P.C., as shareholders.
Biedinger’s practice includes all areas
of intellectual property, including
patents, trademarks, trade secrets and
copyrights, and she counsels clients
on legal issues in emerging technologies,
the Internet of Things (IoT), data security
and protecting confidential information
in cloud-based IT environments.
Whitworth’s practice encompasses all
aspects of estate planning and 
administration, including estate 
planning, estate administration, trust
planning, trust administration and
business succession planning, with
clients ranging from young adults,
new parents, growing families, baby
boomers approaching retirement and
business owners transferring a 
business to the next generation.

Bar Briefs

Carolyn A.W.
Whitworth

Kristin A.
Biedinger

Allison L.
Ebeck

Rebecca
Canterbury

v i s i t  U S  a t  www. a c b a . o r g

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER 
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE CONSULTING
MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, CPA (inactive) – Save
time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-vetted
strategies, loan rescues, guarantee issue group carve-outs.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Inertia is not
a plan. (724) 799-8699.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412)
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.
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