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New ethics rule
clears the air on
med-marijuana
question

By Leah K. Sell

On Nov. 25, lawyers around
Pennsylvania took a collective sigh of
relief as they are now permitted to
provide “counsel or assist a client
regarding conduct that is expressly
permitted under Pennsylvania law,
provided that the lawyer counsels the
client about the legal consequences,
under other applicable law...”

This relief and guidance is due to
the recent addition of part (e) to Rule
1.2 of the Pennsylvania Professional
Rules of Conduct. Prior to the addition
of part (e), Pennsylvania lawyers
could not counsel or assist a client “in
conduct that the lawyer knows is
criminal” without exception. This rule
created a challenge for Pennsylvania
attorneys whose clients were either
involved in or interested in an activity
that was permitted under one set of
laws but was prohibited under another.
The dynamic became even more
complicated when Act 16 – the legislation
that sets in place the legalization of
medical marijuana in Pennsylvania –
was passed in May of 2016. 

What was an ethical, law-abiding
attorney to do? Clients were in desperate
need of someone to review, interpret
and guide them through the new Act
and emerging regulations. However,
marijuana remains a Schedule I drug
that is illegal under federal law.
Therefore, the majority of activities
that are, or will be, legalized under
Pennsylvania law – those same activities
that clients are requesting counseling
or assistance with – are the same
activities the attorneys know are

Allegheny County Bar Association Nominating Committee Solicitation of Candidates for 2017 - 2018
President-Elect, Secretary, Governors and Members of the Judiciary Committee

The Nominating Committee of the Bar Association is seeking candidates for the positions of President-Elect, Secretary
(two-year term), five (5) Governor positions (three-year terms), and eight (8) Judiciary Committee positions (three-year
terms). Terms are to begin on July 1, 2017. Deadline for submission of all candidate applications is 4 p.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 3, 2017.

Qualifications:

President-Elect: Candidate must be a member of the Bar Association and a current or former member of the Board of
Governors of the Bar Association.

Secretary: Candidate must be a member of the Bar Association.

Governor: Candidate must be a member of the Bar Association and should have a history of active participation in one
or more Committees, Divisions or Sections of the ACBA.

Judiciary Committee: Candidate must be a member of the Bar Association and should be actively practicing and appearing
before judges of the Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas, Appellate Courts and/or Federal Courts.

Anyone desiring to run for the above positions must submit a resume and completed ACBA Nomination Application Form.
The nomination form can be downloaded from the ACBA website at www.acba.org/Nominating-Committee or obtained
by contacting Jann Dalton, Administrative Assistant to the Executive Director at 412-402-6602 or jdalton@acba.org.

The nomination application and resume are to be sent to David A. Blaner, Executive Director, ACBA, 400 Koppers
Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. Applications with resumes will also be accepted by email
at dblaner@acba.org. All applications with resumes must be received by 4 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 3, 2017.

Continued on page 4

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Santa, played by Joe Balestrino, holds Amari Church during the Christmas party at Familylinks Family
Treatment Center in Allentown. The culmination of the Young Lawyers Division’s annual holiday gift drive
saw YLD members visiting Pittsburgh shelters and delivering presents to kids of all ages on Dec. 3.

YLD Gift Drive

The ninth-floor rooms of the 
Koppers Builder were overflowing
with fervent activity as YLD 
members and their friends and
families wrapped presents and
finalized preparations for the 
children’s parties at area shelters.

See pages 12 and 13 for more 
photos.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

December
Scott Eberle ............................412-995-3000

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828

January 2017
James R. Schadel ..................412-995-3278

Timothy Stienstraw ................412-803-1140

412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Carole Katz helps businesses and people resolve conflicts in 
less time, at a lower cost, and through processes that give 
parties and their lawyers more control over the outcome.

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

• Approved Panels & Rosters:  

    – US District Court for the 
      Western District of PA 

         • Mediator, Early Neutral  
         Evaluator, Arbitrator

         • Bankruptcy Court Mediator

         • eDiscovery Special Master,       
               eMediator   
    – AAA Mediator and Arbitrator
    – FINRA Mediator and Arbitrator

•  Seasoned Former Executive of 
 Fortune 500 Company 
• Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer 
 and Legal Counselor  
•  Academy of Trial Lawyers, 
 Allegheny County

FromConflict
toResolution.
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THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

Jennifer Lattaker, as parent and natural guardian of Julian Bolton, a minor v.
Magee Women’s Hospital of UPMC, a Pennsylvania Corporation; University of Pittsburgh Physicians;
and Robert J. Kaminski, M.D., Wettick, Jr., J. ..............................................................................................................................................Page 335
Medical Malpractice—Depositions

Judge Wettick found that a treating physician may be questioned about physician’s interpretation of a fetal monitoring strip
when the physician originally viewed the strip, but may not be questioned about the physician’s current interpretation of the
monitoring strip after litigation commenced. Treating physicians may also object to questions concerning standard of care
if the physicians will not provide expert testimony on that issue, making any questioning on that subject irrelevant.

Bank of New York as Trustee for the Certificateholders of BVMBS 2004-2
c/o Nationstar Mortgage, LLC, 350 Highland Drive, Lewisville, TX 75067 v.

Mary A. Marsico and Louis S. Marsico, Mortgagors and Record Owners,
6 Rodgers Drive a/k/a 6 Rodgers Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15238
The United States of America, O’Reilly, J. ....................................................................................................................................................Page 337
Foreclosure

Court denied motion for summary judgment in foreclosure proceeding, even though mortgagors had admittedly stopped making
mortgage payments, because complaint contained an improper verification signed only by plaintiff ’s attorney and because
there was an issue of fact as to the amount owed.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Joseph Min, McDaniel, J. ....................................................................................................................Page 338
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Ineffective Assistance of Counsel—Evidence—Jury Instruction—Sex Offenses—Relevancy—
Photographs of Genitalia

Multiple issues of ineffective assistance of counsel raised in a PCRA petition after convictions for sexual acts with a minor.*

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. William Daulton, McDaniel, J. ...........................................................................................................Page 344
Criminal Appeal—Evidence—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Expert Testimony—Stipulation—
Prior Consistent Statements—Impeachment

In a case involving the sexual assault of a child, the trial court asserts a lack of trial skills by defense counsel.*

Richard Purcell v. Jennifer Howard, Bubash, J. ..........................................................................................................................................Page 349
Custody Jurisdiction

*This opinion was redacted by the ACBA staff. It is the express policy of the Pittsburgh Legal Journal not to publish the names
of juveniles in cases involving sexual or physical abuse and names of sexual assault victims or relatives whose names could be used
to identify such victims.
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In my cases, it is Spouse vs. Spouse,
which usually means there is blame
on both sides – albeit, sometimes more
on one side than the other side. In
civil/orphans’ court litigation, it is
rare that only one side is completely at
fault. Routinely, there are strengths
and weaknesses on both sides of a
case, and a competent attorney must
be able to see not only the strengths
in the case, on both sides, but the
weaknesses, too, because the weaknesses
are what leads us to settle cases.

So – word to the wise – do not fall in
love with your case (or your client);
rather, advocate on behalf of your
client to achieve the best result, which
should start with cleaning off your own
porch by recognizing the weaknesses
in your case.
“Treat others as you want to be

treated.”
OK, I agree, Dad did not make this

one up himself. Instead, it was the
lifelong motto of a devoutly religious
man who spent his career as a salesman.
He made it very clear to me as a
young child that you treat everyone
with the utmost respect. It did not
matter if he was meeting with the
owner of the company or the newly
hired purchasing agent – nor did the
person’s gender, color or race matter –
he walked in the door with a smile on
his face and ready for a handshake.
Like it or not, as lawyers, we are also
in the sales business. We have to sell
ourselves to our clients, to the judge,
to opposing counsel, to the opposing
party and to a jury. At the initial

consultation, whether it be a $20,000
case or a $20 million case, we have to make
the client feel comfortable with us.

Our clients have to trust us with
their financial information, the intimate
details of their life/business and their
secrets. How do I do that? I do it by
explaining the basics of the law, the
documents that I will need to go
forward, the “goods and the bads” of
their case and my hourly rate/retainer.
Do not make promises that you cannot
keep. I give my advice, but I never
guarantee a result. If you are able to
guarantee a result, I would like your

formula because I want to take it to a
craps table in Las Vegas.

Bottom line – pretend this client is
your mother or your best friend,
knowing that your mother is going to
kick your butt or you will lose a best
friend if you do not treat the client as
you would like to be treated. 

Last one:
“Remember, geese always drop out

of the flock formation to help one of
their fellow fliers who goes down.”

As a World War II pilot, my dad was
the last one out of his plane when it
was going down. If not for a bombardier
who saw that Dad’s parachute was
wedged behind his seat and came
back to yank it out and put it on my
dad’s lap, he would not have been my
dad. So, with all the pressures to bill
hours, pay the bills at home, network,
participate in the bar association, do
pro bono work, coach your kid’s
soccer team, be politically aware and
active, contribute financially to good
causes, I do not want you to forget
about your friends and colleagues
who, at times in their lives, may need
a shoulder to lean/cry on or a hand to
help them back on the right path.

At times, this profession can induce
us to pay more attention to our clients
than to the foundational relationships
in our lives. Don’t forget to support the
people who support you. Don’t forget
to support the people who support you.
Be there for your friend or colleague as
long as you are needed.

Again, when I am in charge of the
world... n

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Old sayings hold wisdom for today’s attorneys
By Melaine Shannon Rothey

During the winter holiday season, I
find myself frequently thinking of my
parents, both of whom died more than
15 years ago. Actually, I think of them
regularly during every season, but
holidays usually bring family together
and that often results in “remember
when...” conversations. As I have those
conversations with my siblings and
their spouses, along with my nieces
and nephews and my own children,
the discussion often leads to Mom and
Dad’s old sayings that we did not
appreciate as teenagers but came to
live by as adults. I would like to share
some of them with you, and you will
see how, ironically, they apply to our
everyday lives as attorneys.
“Clean off your own porch before you

try to clean off someone else’s porch.”
As a child, even a teenager, I

thought that Mom was literally talking
about sweeping or shoveling off our
front porch, and I did not understand
the underlying meaning of the saying.
I have come to realize that this old
adage applies in my practice as a
family law attorney on a regular basis.
I suspect that those of you reading this
column can also apply it to your
practice. In essence, I believe it
equates to “come into court with clean
hands or don’t come into court.” As a
long-time litigator, primarily in the
divorce arena, I realized many years
ago that both sides have contributed to
the conflict at hand – i.e., it takes two
to tango.

Melaine Shannon Rothey
ACBA President

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury
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criminal, at least under federal law.
Many saw this challenge and began
urging a rules change months prior to
the passage of Act 16. 

The language proposed in November
2015 to the Disciplinary Board of the
Supreme Court would have modified
Rule 1.2 to permit an attorney to advise
or assist on a matter that was expressly
permitted in the state where it takes
place or has its predominant effect.
The Supreme Court chose to narrow
the language to that which is expressly
permitted by Pennsylvania law. 

Part (e) does not change any other
part of Rule 1.2 or other provision of
the Professional Rules. Therefore,
attorneys still will be able to “discuss
the legal consequences of any proposed
course of conduct with a client and
may counsel or assist a client to make
a good faith effort to determine...the
law.” This will permit attorneys some
latitude when discussing matters
involving other jurisdictions or activities

NEW ETHICS RULE 
continued from front cover

that may not be expressly permitted
in Pennsylvania, although it will not
allow them to provide counsel or
assist with such issues. 

Now that Pennsylvania lawyers
have more guidance on state law and
ethics rules, attention turns to the
federal landscape. Currently, there is
a web of circuit rulings and memos
which seemingly prevent federal
agencies from prosecuting those
involved in state-sanctioned marijuana
activities. However, this web could
potentially be undone by the incoming
executive administration, particularly
given the current nominee for Attorney
General, Jeff Sessions. Sessions has
stated as recently as April 2016 that
“good people don’t smoke marijuana.” If
he applies his personal views to the policy
and prosecutorial power of the AG position,
this may cause a serious disruption to
the current status of the industry.  

Attorneys in all areas of law should
be concerned with progress surrounding
Rule 1.2 (e), Act 16 and related federal
developments as it is very likely that

they soon will be faced with a client
who has ties to these matters.
Transactional and business law
attorneys will see more than just
applications for those potential 25
grower/processors and up to 50 distributor
licenses but also formations of the
businesses for the applicants and entities
related to the industry. 

Healthcare attorneys – whether
they counsel physicians who decide to
become recommenders of medical
marijuana or those practitioners who
will work for the distributors – will
need to avail themselves of the current
and developing regulations. Those
who practice in zoning, construction,
real-estate and transportation law also
will likely see an uptick in business as
there are stringent specifications
being developed for the details of
operations. Litigators, too, also likely
to see an increase of activity as Act 16
comes into effect. And employment-
law attorneys will need to advise
employers on the activities that
patients will be prohibited from

performing – such as those that
involve heights, certain chemicals or
high voltage electricity – while
balancing this with the prohibition on
discriminating against an employee
based on their status as a certified
medical marijuana user.

While the new 1.2 (e) Rule will
provide relief and guidance to these
many Pennsylvania attorneys in their
variety of disciplines, lawyers will
also need to be observant of the legal
consequences of “other applicable
law.” For those dealing with Act 16,
this will mean keeping up to date with
state regulatory developments, as well
as changes in the federal scheme so
that they can properly counsel clients
of potential legal consequences. n

An attorney with the Kisner Law Firm,
Leah K. Sell advises businesses in a
variety of industries on entity formation,
corporate governance and employment
law and assists with contract negotiation
and drafting. She also represents clients
in employment defense and business
litigation matters. 

Though retiring as judge, Lucchino plans
to extend career that’s included law, politics 
By Tracy Carbasho

Judge Frank Lucchino believes in
the old adage that “when a door closes,
a window opens.”

“The door to my chambers will be
closing and the window to future
opportunities is wide open,” said
Lucchino, who will retire effective
Dec. 31 from the Orphans’ Court of the
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas. He has served as a senior judge
since January 2010. 

Now, at the age of 77, he plans to
resume practicing law with a former
colleague.

“My retirement at this particular
time comes from the belief that it is
good to retire while people still want
you to stay. I plan to open an office
with one of my former law partners to
pursue specialized opportunities that
relate to the judicial skills I developed
these past 17 years,” he said.

Lucchino said he would enjoy
portraying a judge in mock trials
during the preparation of complicated
litigation matters where the stakes are
high. He also believes his experience
would be valuable handling mediation
and arbitration matters.

He declined to say which of his
former law partners would be joining
him in his new practice. However, one
former partner who knows how hard
Lucchino works is John McGinley Jr.,
chairman of the executive committee
at Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott.
He was a colleague of Lucchino’s
when they both worked at Grogan,
Graffam, McGinley & Lucchino.

“He has a keen legal mind, grasps
the most difficult issues and is always
prepared,” McGinley said. “He cared
about his clients, and he cares about
the people of this state and all who
appear in its courts.”

McGinley said his friend’s career
has been exemplary, and he said
Lucchino has distinguished himself as
an advocate, public servant and judge. 

“He has high standards that he
applies to himself and to others. He
has improved the administration of
justice by his administrative role in
the Court of Common Pleas and his
requirement that lawyers adhere to
the applicable rules,” McGinley said.
“I had the chance to watch him preside
over adoptions and naturalization
proceedings, and he did so with dignity,
an appreciation of the great importance
of the proceeding to those involved
and a sense of humor. He made an

important day in the lives of men, women
and children all the more memorable.”

Lucchino’s multi-faceted career
has spanned the business, legal,
government and nonprofit communities.
He earned his law degree in 1964 from
the University of Pittsburgh and four
years later, he founded the community-
based Greenfield Organization, which
remains active today. He also
re-established the Pittsburgh Columbus
Day Parade in 1984 as an expression
of pride in his Italian heritage.

He is widely known for his government
service as a member of Pittsburgh
City Council from 1974 to 1978 and
Allegheny County controller from
1980 to 2000. His political achievements
include helping to spearhead the
enactment of the county’s Home Rule
Charter, overseeing the financing for
the Pittsburgh International Airport
and supporting the growth of public
libraries. He also served as a district
magistrate from 1970 to 1973.

Prior to being elected to the Court
of Common Pleas in 1999, Lucchino
had practiced law for more than 35
years. While on the bench, he served
in the Family Division, the Civil
Division and the Orphans’ Court.

“Due to his long history in the
Orphans’ Court, Judge Lucchino has
served as a role model to all of his
colleagues,” said Administrative
Judge Lawrence O’Toole. “Every
judge who served with him has
referred to his expertise in the area.”

Lucchino, who served in Orphans’
Court for nearly 15 years, said he was
motivated to go to work every day by
the intellectual challenges of the cases
and the opportunity to serve as one of

the “shock absorbers” of society in
helping to resolve disputes in an open
and civil manner.

“I believe my greatest professional
accomplishment has been doing a
small part to help preserve the
independence of the judiciary in our
state and country,” he said. “An
independent judiciary is one of the
hallmarks of our great country.”

O’Toole said Lucchino’s biggest
contribution to Orphans’ Court was
his steadfast adherence to the law and
the rules. He insisted that lawyers
who appeared before him be
prepared and act in a professional
and courteous manner.

“A few years ago during a hearing,
a lawyer made several visual expres-
sions and comments in response to the
judge’s rulings on evidentiary and
other matters,” O’Toole recalls. “Judge
Lucchino requested that counsel
refrain from making these expressions
and any further comments. The next
time the judge looked toward the
lawyer, she had a box on her head so
the judge could not see her facial
expressions or hear her comments.”

O’Toole’s first encounter with
Lucchino was when he appeared
before him in magistrate court in
1970. O’Toole jokes that “fortunately
for me, the fine was not too high.”

Court of Common Pleas President
Judge Jeffrey Manning describes
Lucchino as “a beacon of honesty and
forthrightness in everything he
accomplishes.”

“As a judge, he is respected by his
colleagues as wise, thoughtful and a
person on whom you can rely for
advice in difficult situations, whether

personal or professional,” Manning
said. “And nobody tells better Italian
jokes complete with the accent.”

Over the years, Lucchino provided
guidance to other judges and served
as a role model to members of the
court’s staff.

Debbie Brown, supervisor of the
Orphans’ Court Audit Department,
met Lucchino in 2002 when he was the
administrative judge. She said he has
always been “firm, but fair” when
dealing with his personal staff and the
extended court staff.

“Judge Lucchino has been a
wonderful mentor,” she said. “He
encouraged me to think ahead and
anticipate questions or potential
situations that might occur and to
be prepared.”

Brown also got an opportunity to
watch Lucchino preside over a trial
this past summer. 

“I was so impressed with his
disposition on the bench, his control
of the courtroom, and his kindness to
witnesses,” she said. “I told him every
day what an awesome trial judge he
was and I still hear compliments from
the lawyers who were involved in the
case as to how he handled the trial.” n

Judge Frank Lucchino

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

He has high standards that
he applies to himself and to
others. He has improved the
administration of justice by his
administrative role in the
Court of Common Pleas and
his requirement that lawyers
adhere to the applicable rules.
I had the chance to watch him
preside over adoptions and
naturalization proceedings,
and he did so with dignity, an
appreciation of the great
importance of the proceeding
to those involved and a sense of
humor. He made an important
day in the lives of men,
women and children all the
more memorable.

– John McGinley Jr.

“

”
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Judge Wettick, guru of discovery opinions, retires
By Tracy Carbasho

Judge R. Stanton Wettick Jr. is
retiring on Dec. 31, but the man known
as the guru of discovery opinions and
complex cases is looking for work.

In fact, the judge who is accustomed
to working long hours and on weekends
is only retiring because he has
reached the mandatory retirement
age of 78 as a senior judge. 

“I will miss going to work every
day as a judge, and I would stay, if I
could,” he said. “My plans are not
finalized yet, but I will be doing some
sort of pro bono work. I will also be
available to serve as an arbitrator in
common law arbitration.”

Wettick, who has worked in the
Court of Common Pleas since 1976, is
best known in Allegheny County and
throughout the state for writing
approximately 160 discovery opinions
that are contained in eight volumes in
the county law library.

“When I assumed the responsibility
of handling motions in 1978, there
were new comprehensive Pennsylvania
Supreme Court discovery rules and no
case law,” he recalls. “The parties
came to court because of the absence
of case law. Through my opinions,
guidance has been provided, and
parties don’t come to court for
matters covered in my opinions.
Many other common pleas courts
follow my opinions.”

Wettick worked hard with his fellow
judges in the Adult Section of the
Family Division to develop processes
and procedures that result in more
prompt and fair resolution of matters
that come before the court. 

Pennsylvania Superior Court Senior
Judge Eugene Strassburger III was
among the jurists who served with
Wettick in both the Family and Civil
divisions. He often referred to his
longtime friend as “the hardest working
judge on the bench” and was among
the first to describe him as “the guru
of discovery.”

“He not only wrote discovery
opinions, he also handled complex
cases,” Strassburger said. “A judge

needs to be bright, patient and fair in
every case, but especially for the
complex cases.”

In 1990, Wettick became the first
judge in the Civil Division to assume
responsibility for complicated cases
as part of the court’s Commerce and
Complex Litigation Center. He earned
the distinction in 1978 of serving as
the special motions judge, handling
arbitration, discovery and general
docket matters.

Kimberly A. Brown, a partner at
Jones Day, has handled complex
litigation before the judge for more
than 25 years. She said he positively
impacted generations of lawyers and
will leave behind what she calls “an
unmatched legacy of Pennsylvania
jurisprudence.”

“Judge Wettick is well suited to
handle complex litigation, in part,
because he isn’t deterred by the
substantial work involved in those
cases and he enjoys the intellectual
challenge presented in complex cases,”
Brown said. “He also possesses
sufficient humility to allow for testing
and even occasional reconsideration
of his decisions.”

Brown remembers that during the
mid-1990s and the early 2000s,
hundreds of cases were filed locally,
claiming negligence, fraud, breach of
contract and unfair trade practices
in connection with the sale of life
insurance products. She represented
one company that had dozens of pending
cases in which the parties had different
views on the value of the cases. In
order to narrow the issues in dispute,
Wettick made early rulings on common
legal issues that he later applied to all
of the cases.

Brown was impressed with the
expediency by which Wettick handled
the cases, setting 15 cases per trial term
before specially assigned judges with
additional trials set during the summer. 

“The schedule required 15 summary
judgment motions to be filed and
argued a month before each trial
setting,” she said. “Judge Wettick heard

Continued on page 10

Judge R. Stanton Wettick Jr.

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK
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Hickton lauded for fostering collaboration,
tackling cyber crime, drugs, human trafficking
By Tracy Carbasho

When the University of Pittsburgh
was under attack in 2012 as the target
of ongoing bomb threats, David
Hickton took control of the situation
and ended the threat.

Hickton, who resigned as the U.S.
Attorney for the Western District of
Pennsylvania effective Nov. 28,
accrued quite a list of accomplishments
during his six-year tenure as the
area’s top law enforcement officer.

“The university was under siege as
the target of a seemingly unending
wave of bomb threats that were sent
through an international system of
anonymizing remailers that made
them almost impossible to trace,”
recalls University of Pittsburgh
Chancellor Emeritus Mark Nordenberg.
“Dave already had assembled an
outstanding cybersecurity team that
included professionals in his office
and the regional office of the FBI.
They cracked the case, and that was
just the beginning of an impressive
record of pioneering accomplishments
in this area. I saw firsthand what an
extraordinarily capable and committed
leader Dave is.”

Nordenberg recognized Hickton’s
excellent academic work, determination
and special people skills while he was
a law student at the university.
Hickton earned his law degree from
Pitt in 1981 and is among the elite
group of graduates who have received

the Legacy Laureate honor from the
university for professional achievement.

Hickton, who was appointed by
President Barack Obama in 2010,
resigned after the election of Donald
Trump. Hickton declined to answer
questions about his decision or his
future plans, but he did issue a brief
statement.

“The opportunity to serve as a U.S.
Attorney in this administration has
been the professional privilege of a
lifetime and the highlight of my
career,” he said.

Although he did not speak to the
media before this publication’s
deadline, those who have worked with
him are eager to talk about his trail-
blazing approach to combatting issues
such as cybercrime, drug addiction
and human trafficking. His determination
to fight crime and secure justice put
the Western District in the national
spotlight as an example for other regions
throughout the country to emulate.

“Under David’s outstanding leadership,
his office has been at the forefront of
some of the Justice Department’s
most consequential achievements of
the last few years,” said Attorney
General Loretta Lynch in a prepared
statement. “These include the indictment
of five Chinese military hackers for
committing cyber espionage, the
dismantling of the Darkode hacking
forum and the first human trafficking
cases to be brought in the Western
District. There is no doubt that the

United States is a stronger and safer
place because of David’s many
contributions.”

Mike Rodriguez, former special
agent in charge of the FBI Pittsburgh
Division, said Hickton was a master at
getting law-enforcement agencies to
collaborate to achieve the most
effective response to a problem. He
pointed out that the Darkode website
hacking investigation resulted in the
identification of 70 people in the
United States and abroad who were
committing crimes against domestic
corporations.

Rodriguez also remembers how
hard Hickton’s office worked to
extradite international criminals –
including Ryan Gustafson, a relative
of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin – on
charges of running a counterfeiting
operation. 

“From drug corruption, cybersecurity
threats, white-collar crime, international
and domestic terrorism and civil
rights investigations, Dave led his
team through complex prosecutions
and was the spokesperson for federal
law-enforcement efforts,” Rodriguez
said. “He fostered a collaborative
atmosphere in which information was
shared between agencies, task forces
were created and federal, state and
local law enforcement operated with
a purpose.”

Officials in Allegheny County
recognize the impact Hickton had on
local communities. Marc Cherna,
director of the county’s Department of
Human Services, said Hickton
assumed leadership roles in fighting
for criminal justice reform and
addressing the opioid addiction problem.

“Dave was a trailblazer who
recognized the scope of this opioid
addiction by understanding that this is
a disease, and addicts need treatment
as opposed to incarceration,” Cherna
said. “He created a multidisciplinary
work group of community leaders and
experts to take a public-health and
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Song elevated to acting U.S. Attorney
By Tracy Carbasho

Before Soo Song became the acting
U.S. Attorney for the Western District
of Pennsylvania on Nov. 29, she built a
resume that includes advising former
U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno,
prosecuting individuals for crimes
against children in Arizona and
making local communities safer.  

“Soo is definitely able to confidently
take over the helm as acting U.S.
Attorney because she worked as the
right hand to the previous U.S. Attorney,
has the experience and understands
how to address the unique needs of
the district,” said Belinda Ashley,
chief federal probation officer for the
district. “She understands the strengths
and challenges of the position,
possesses the ability to think outside
the box and to consider alternatives in
a dynamic environment.”

Song, who received her law degree
from George Washington University,
said Reno had a profound impact on
her. Reno, who died in November, was
in charge of the U.S. Department of
Justice when Song began her legal carrer.

“She exhibited accountability, integrity
and grace in the face of tremendous
challenges and threats, including
Waco, Oklahoma City and the 1993
World Trade Center bombing to name
but a few,” Song said. “Working at the
Department of Justice in Washington,
D.C., as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in
Arizona and in the Western District of
Pennsylvania, the place where I grew
up, has provided me with a breadth of
experience and perspectives. Every

community has unique, local challenges,
but finding a path to do what is right,
just and smart is universal.”

Song said her present focus is to
fulfill her responsibilities as acting
federal prosecutor with all of the
energy and dedication she can muster.

“My mission is to assure that the
members of the U.S. Attorney’s Office
have the resources and support they
need to continue to protect citizens
against violence, fraud, discrimination
and other harms,” she said. 

Ashley said Song already has made
a tremendous impact in the district
and has all of the professional qualities
necessary to carry on the tradition of

excellence in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office. She has worked with Song on
joint projects involving child exploitation,
the implementation of the district’s
Veterans’ Court, the Law Enforcement
Agency Directors meetings and the
development of the Bridges Presentence
Court Program, which is a post guilty
plea presentence treatment program.

“Her work has established her as a
problem-solver committed to making
the community safer and providing a
second chance for those who earn it,”
Ashley said. “Soo has worked tirelessly
to assist our office and other agencies
with establishing programs that offer
special populations, such as veterans,
an opportunity to receive support that
will allow them to be successful and
remain productive citizens.”

Song plans to continue many of the
projects that were started by her
predecessor, U.S. Attorney David
Hickton. Examples include thwarting
cyberattacks and building relationships
beyond traditional law enforcement to
prevent further tragedies caused by
heroin overdoses.

“U.S. Attorney Hickton focused like
a laser on these pressing challenges,”
she said. “Any effective criminal
strategy for Western Pennsylvania
will sustain and incorporate a
comprehensive response to opioids
and cyber threats.”

Song joined the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in 2004, after working in
Arizona where she prosecuted
individuals for child sexual assault
and homicides that occurred within
the federal jurisdiction on the Navajo
Indian reservation. While working for
the U.S. Department of Justice, she
served as counsel and deputy director
of the Office of Tribal Justice.

In the Western District, she prose-
cutes cases involving crimes against
children, cybercrimes and other
violent crimes. As the district’s coor-
dinator of gang prosecution, she
charged more than 60 defendants in a
series of cases that closed unsolved
homicides and reduced violence in
Mon Valley communities.

While Song was in charge of the
Crimes Against Children Task Force,
the district’s child exploitation prose-
cutions constituted approximately one
in 10 criminal cases.

“Crime victims, especially children,
have always been the driving force
and motivation for my work,” Song
said. “To the extent that our prosecutions
on behalf of the United States have
made children safer and helped families
feel that justice is done for homicide
victims and victims of violence and
sexual exploitation, we have achieved
meaningful good.” n

Dean, School of Law

Duquesne University invites nominations and applications for the 
position of Dean of the School of Law. The individual appointed will
succeed Interim Dean Maureen Lally-Green. The previous dean, 
Ken Gormley, was inaugurated this fall as Duquesne’s 13th President.

Founded in 1911, the School of Law employs around 32 full-time 
faculty and enrolls approximately 400 students. It offers full- and 
part-time day programs as well as an evening program – all three of
which lead to the J.D. degree. Additional courses of study include an
LL.M. for foreign lawyers, the Paralegal Institute (recognized as among
the best such programs in the nation) and a number of joint degree 
programs. Since its establishment, the school has enjoyed an excellent
relationship with the bench and the bar. 

Duquesne University was founded in 1878 by its sponsoring religious
community, the Congregation of the Holy Spirit, and describes itself
as Catholic in mission and ecumenical in spirit. Its Mission Statement
commits the university to “serving God by serving students.” Applicants
for the deanship of the School of Law should expect to be asked how
they might support and contribute to this mission.

Candidates must be eligible to hold a senior tenured appointment in
the School of Law, document an outstanding record as a legal scholar
and educator, and possess demonstrated administrative and leadership
skills. The ability to communicate effectively with a wide range of 
diverse constituencies is also a prerequisite.

The review of applications will begin on January 6, 2017 and continue
until the position is filled.

Further details may be found at www.law.duq.edu/deansearch.

Soo Song

She understands the
strengths and challenges of 
the position, possesses the 
ability to think outside the box
and to consider alternatives in
a dynamic environment.

– Belinda Ashley

“

”
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The Allegheny County Bar Association’s 50/60 Year Practitioners Award Ceremony is a celebration of our members achieving the milestone of
practicing law for 50 or 60 years. This year’s event was held Nov. 28 at the Duquesne Club. Among the 50-year class are, front, Robert Barozzini,
Edgar Snyder, J. Kent Culley, Robert Barker, Errol Miller, Foster Goldman Jr. and John Pillar. Back, Ronald Bua, Richard Rush, William Caroselli,
Robert Shoop Jr., Russell Orkin, Richard Westerhoff, George Cass, Richard Joseph, J. Richard Lauver, Dale Hershey and John Myers. Also
celebrating 50 years of practicing law are Paul Bogdon, Ernest Carpenter, Henry Ewalt, Albert Feczko, Stephen George, Mark Goldberg, Jerold Horn,
John Houston II, Michael Kaleugher, Richard Kotarba, John Latella, Alfred Maiello, Hon. John Musmanno, John Naughton and Richard Rosen.

Norman Jaffe, Alan Lefkowitz and Allan Cohen were three of
the recognized honorees for the 60-year class. Harry Donaldson,
Donald Ewart, John Horty and David Tuthill make up the rest of
the 60-year class.

Edgar Snyder and Norman Jaffe pose for a photo with friends during the 
reception hour of the ceremony. Both Snyder and Jaffe were speakers for 
their classes.

50/60 Year Practitioners Award Ceremony

Deborah Robertson, senior vice president and senior wealth 
management advisor for S&T Wealth Management, delivers
remarks and introduces the speakers. S&T Wealth Management
was pleased to be the 50/60 event sponsor.

ACBF Vice President Patricia Dodge
reminds the crowd of the great strides the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation has
made not only since its inception but in
the most recent years, as well.

Alan Lefkowitz was delighted to receive his distinguished
61-year practitioner award. Lefkowitz missed last year’s event
but was able to attend to be recognized this year.

ACBA President Melaine Shannon
Rothey prepares to recognize the
awardees by name and certificate.
Rothey joked that one thing she’s
sure hasn’t changed over the
years of law was the need for
good shoes.

Norman Jaffe discusses practicing law
when he first began, 60 plus years ago.
Both Jaffe and Snyder noted that
although laws have changed, the practice
itself still has some of the same traits.
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WLD Holiday Party
PHOTOS BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

Anne Pepirelli, Vijya Patel, Priscilla Osei-Bonsu and Ama Boateng pose for a photo
inside the Embassy Suites Ballroom during this year’s annual Women in the Law
Division Holiday Party. The holiday party was held Dec. 6.

Lisa Standish decides which silent auction items she’s
most interested in. As part of the fun, a silent auction
highlighting donations from local businesses was held.
The proceeds from the silent auction were shared by two
charities, Bethlehem Haven and Pittsburgh Action
Against Rape. 

WLD Chair Shelly Pagac and Bryan Neft look over auction
items with tickets in hand.

Attendes line up to purchase
tickets for silent aution items.
Donations were graciously made
from the Allegheny County Bar
Association, Hard Rock Café, 
Salt Yoga Studio, Orangetheory 
Fitness, Yoga 1.1, Hotel Monaco,
Hotel Indigo, Naturi Yogurt and
Local Ladle.
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all 15 motions, each with separate
facts and legal issues presented, in a
single argument session each month.
The unusual and demanding schedule
continued for over a year, allowing for
case value assessment to be made that
eventually led to settlement.”

Brown said Wettick handled
motions court every Friday with the
same precision that he addressed
complex cases. He focused on the key
issues, asked pertinent questions, treated
all parties with respect, welcomed
suggestions from counsel and often
injected humor, when appropriate.

Eileen Yacknin, litigation director
and a staff attorney at the Neighborhood
Legal Services Association, has handled
numerous landlord/tenant cases
before Wettick. She points out that
landlord/tenant matters have become
more complicated and technical over
the past 40 years, especially when
federal subsidies are involved.

“Judge Wettick understands the
issues and takes them just as seriously
as he would a multimillion-dollar
issue,” Yacknin said. “He took the
time to learn about the complexities
and expressed empathy on every
occasion that I’ve been before him – so
much so that I could see it in his face
sometimes when he had to rule against
a client. This isn’t unique among
judges, but it isn’t always apparent.”

The NLSA holds a special place in
Wettick’s heart because he served as
executive director from 1969 to 1976
and calls those years the highpoint of
his career because the team of lawyers
made a real difference for clients.

After receiving his law degree from
Yale University in 1963, he began
working at what was then Kirkpatrick,
Pomeroy, Lockhart & Johnson. He
then taught at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law on a full-time
basis for three years before starting
his job at the NLSA. He continued to
teach one course each semester for
49 years at Pitt. 

Wettick used his experience as a
motions judge to help suggest
additions and modifications to the
rules when he began serving on the
Supreme Court’s Civil Procedural
Rules Committee in 1992, a role he
continues to present day.

Diane Perer, a partner at the Law
Firm of Swensen & Perer, served on
the committee with Wettick.

“He was always fully engaged in
the work of the committee, having an
encyclopedic grasp of the rules and
providing institutional memory with
recall of prior board discussions and
actions,” she said. “He was not only an
elegant draftsman in crafting rule
language, but brought his vast experience
to discussions on the practical effect
of a proposed rule or amendment.”

Perer said no committee member
works harder or is more dedicated
than Wettick.

“His contributions also include
fostering camaraderie among committee
members, which made service all the
more enjoyable,” she said. “There
were many lively dinner conversations
about good books, travel, the law and
the political landscape.” n

JUDGE WETTICK 
continued from page 5

I will miss going to work
every day as a judge, and I
would stay, if I could. My
plans are not finalized yet,
but I will be doing some
sort of pro bono work. I
will also be available to
serve as an arbitrator in
common law arbitration.

– Judge R. Stanton Wettick Jr.

“

”

Bankruptcy Symposium

PHOTOS BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

The 29th Annual Bankruptcy Symposium presented by the ACBA Bankruptcy and Commerial Law Section was
held Dec. 9 at the Westin Convention Center. “The Honorable Roundtable” morning plenary session had judges
address arrays of topics and issues, giving their courts’ perspectives on matters affecting legal practice and
procedures for both consumer and commercial practitioners. From left are Judges Richard E. Fehling, Jeffery
Deller, Carlota M. Böhm, Patrick M. Flatley, Kay Woods and Thomas P. Agresti who were panelists at this session.

The Hon. Jeffery Deller presents Professor Mark D.
Yochum with a lifetime achievement award for his
dedicated service to the Bankruptcy Symposum. Yochum,
a Duquense Law professor, taught more than half of those
in attendance at the symposium. In addition to teaching,
he served as the director of law school’s Continuing Legal
Education Program from 1993 through 2012.

Symposium Chair Erica Dausch, left, and
Jeanne Lofgren – chair of the ACBA Bankruptcy
and Commercial Law Section – pose with
keynote speaker Bill Rochelle. The editor-at-large
for the American Bankruptcy Institute. Rochelle
discussed upcoming upcoming bankruptcy issues
in the Supreme Court and the Circuits.

David Ross moderates the
Honorable Roundtable session.

Attendees chat between symposium break-out 
sessions.

The Hon. Carlota M. Böhm and Daniel Haller –
along with other attendees – take a break to chat.

A crowd of nearly 190 people turned out for the annual,
day-long symposium.

Yochum speaks during
his session on chairty
work.
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June Schulberg, generous mentor, Bench-Bar devotee
By Zandy Dudiak

Attorney Michael Louik remembers
fellow lawyers June Schulberg and
Sidney Finkel inviting him to lunch in
1974 so they could pick his brain
about entertainment for the annual
Allegheny County Bar Association
Bench-Bar Conference.

“They knew I had been involved in
doing some satirical skits at Duquesne
Law School,” Louik recalls.

From that meeting, Schulberg, the
long-time conference chair, became
the “founding mother” of the ACBA
Bench-Bar Big Show, a satirical look at
local and national politics performed
for about three decades by local
attorneys and judges known as the
ACBA Players.

Was Schulberg a thespian longing
for the stage?

“Not if you ever saw her act,”
laughs her son Howard Schulberg, an
attorney with Goehring, Rutter &
Boehm in Pittsburgh. “I think she just
enjoyed being in front of people.”

Schulberg, 87, died Nov. 5, 2016, in
Delray Beach, Fla., from medical
complications from a broken hip.
Although she had retired to Florida,
she enjoyed her Pittsburgh connections
and keeping up with the local legal
community.

Schulberg began her career as an
executive secretary for Crown Aluminum
in the 1960s while raising two young
boys as a single parent. Her boss
allowed her to leave work early so she
could take college and law school
classes at night.

After graduating from Duquesne
Law School in 1969, she went to work
as chief deputy coroner for Dr. Cyril
Wecht, then-Allegheny County coroner.
Wecht says she “did an excellent job”
helping prepare legal inquests. She
became good friends with Wecht and his
wife, Sigrid, who was also an attorney.

Schulberg practiced family law for
most of her career. She served numerous

terms on the ACBA Board of Governors
and on several committees. She was
elected to the Academy of Trial
Lawyers for her superior trial skills
and was the academy’s first female
president. She received the Philip Werner
Amram Award for her personification
of professional excellence and demon-
strating substantial commitment to the
ideals of the ACBA and the betterment
of the greater community.

“She was deeply committed to the
adversarial legal system,” Louik says.
“She felt the adversarial position
protected everyone.”

She had a soft heart to balance her
sharper legal side. During the early
1980s, when Louik and Schulberg
shared office space, she showed up
one day with a brown paper bag for
his young daughters. Inside was a
kitten that stayed with the family for
17 years.

Howard Schulberg says his mother
made herself available to young
lawyers and students, particularly
women, taking them under wing and
occasionally lending them money to
start their practices. One person who
knows that generosity well is Carol

McCarthy. She never forgot that
Schulberg was the first attorney to
reach out to her when she arrived in
Pittsburgh in 1975.

“She even offered me money to set
up my own practice,” McCarthy says.
“She truly was one of the most generous
human beings out there. That may be
why people admired her. She had a
really good blend of the tough and
the nice.”

Schulberg joined in practice with
McCarthy, Peggy Joy and Pat Miller in
the early 1990s as she was starting to
scale back her workload. Even after
she moved to Florida about a decade
later, Schulberg remained involved
with the firm. McCarthy tries to “pay
forward” Schulberg’s kindness by
following her lead in supporting, men-
toring and promoting female attorneys.

A trailblazer for women attorneys
in Pittsburgh, Schulberg established
herself as a leader in the local legal
community, something that Howard
Schulberg and his brother – Arnold,
a gas and oil attorney in Charleston,
W.Va. – learned as they entered the
profession.

“She raised a couple of conscientious
sons,” says Senior Pennsylvania Superior
Court Judge Eugene Strassburger,
who heard many of Schulberg’s cases
when he was a judge in the Family
Division of the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas. “She can be
proud of that.”

Her son Arnold says she was known
as a zealous advocate for her clients
and a “ferocious opponent in the
courtroom. We used to joke she was
a shark.”

“While she was a big believer that
we always should take things seriously,
she felt we should also not take
ourselves too seriously,” Louik says.
“She was fun to be with.”

Her good humor allowed family
and friends to have a few laughs at her
expense. Since joining the bar, her son
Howard has been asked repeatedly if

he’s “June’s son.” That question has
led him to quip, “My last name isn’t
Schulberg. It’s Juneson.”

McCarthy says Schulberg was an
avid QVC shopper with a fondness for
Joan Rivers’ line of costume jewelry.
When she tired of pieces, she would
bring them to the law office and tell
people to pick what they wanted. That
led her associates to call it “June
Rivers jewelry.”

Sigrid Wecht attended some summer
programs at Harvard University with
Schulberg. One year, on the trip to
Cambridge, Mass., they listened to an
audio version of Mel Brooks/Carl
Reiner comedy skits based on a “2000
Year Old Man” persona.

“We kept laughing,” Sigrid Wecht
says. “I actually had pain in my rib
cage from laughing.”

Schulberg was a close friend of
former Pittsburgh Mayor Sophie
Masloff, with whom she made interna-
tional trips.

While Schulberg was more a secular
Jew, according to her son Arnold, she
made two important trips with
attorney Fred Frank to help the Jewish
Refuseniks in the former Soviet
Union. Once denied emigration, the
Refuseniks also were denied the right
to practice their religion and work in
their profession, limiting their
incomes. By filling suitcases with blue
jeans and other items that could be
sold on the black market, Americans
offered Refuseniks a chance to get the
money to escape to Israel.

“It was one of the thrills of her
life to be able to do that,” Howard
Schulberg says.

The Schulberg family suggests
memorial contributions be made in
Schulberg’s memory to: ACLU
Foundation of Pennsylvania, P.O. Box
60173, Philadelphia, PA 19102 or
American Kidney Fund, 11921
Rockville Pike, Suite 300, Rockville,
MD 20852. A celebration of her life is
planned at a later date. n

In Memoriam

June Schulberg
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Sporting an improvised headband, Andrew Rothey wraps a gift in preparation for the
Young Lawyers Division annual distribution of presents to children at local shelters
and through community programs.

Santa George Pecharka shows his dedication both in his garb and in a real beard that any Santa
would be proud of. After gifts were wrapped in the Koppers building, they were transported to
13 shelters or programs in Allegheny County on Dec. 3.

Madison Wittler takes her new baby doll for a
stroll at the Familylinks holiday party.

Kennedee Mitchell accepts a gift from Santa at Familylinks.

Judge Hugh McGough, Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas Family Division, and Morgan J.
Moody share a smile in the Koppers building
before heading out on their party route.

A group of YLD volunteers – including friends and family – gather before the start of the holiday
party at Familylinks. In front, from left, are Katy McKee, Jessica Michael, Rebecca Miller,
Abby Steidl, Roslynne Wilson and Regina Wilson. In back are Clair and Caleb Wilson.

YLD Gift Drive
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YLD Gift Drive
PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Julia Wu sorts gifts before departure to the shelters.

Judge Donald Walko, Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas
Family Division, traded his judicial
robes for a Santa outfit.

Alani Stone shows off
some new clothes.

Layne Yokel displays her
new doll.

Lacee Ecker pitches in. Each recipient’s gifts
were wrapped in the same paper.

From left, Ella Ferry, Gabrielle Ferry and Carson Vuckmir wrap gifts to be
delivered to children in shelters. The wrapping effort filled the entire ninth
floor of the Koppers building.
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Even in retirement, Lipson remains a
strong advocate for volunteer work
By Zandy Dudiak

Pro bono work always has been an
important part of Barry Lipson’s
legal career.

Shortly after joining the New York
State Bar in 1962, Lipson began offering
free legal advice to fellow infantry
soldiers while serving in the U.S.
Army at Fort Dix. During another round
of service as a Navy JAG officer, he
continued providing what he called
“cracker barrel wisdom.”

Though retired, Lipson, 78, continues
his volunteer service. He’s recently
been working to gain the Allegheny
County Bar Association’s endorsement
of a proposed emeritus attorney
program that is under consideration
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

“There’s always been a need for
pro bono legal assistance for society,”
Lipson explains.

He has served as a volunteer attorney
for the American Civil Liberties
Union, for veterans and divorce
programs, and as a long-time volunteer
at “KD & You and the Law,” an annual
event during which ACBA attorneys
answer viewers’ legal questions via
telephone in the KDKA-TV studios.

He continues his commitment to
help those in need and his profession

by serving on the Allegheny County
Bar Association’s Senior Lawyers, Public
Service and Publications committees.

Lipson, who earned a bachelor’s
degree in economics at University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School before
attending law school at Columbia

Volunteer Spotlight

University, doesn’t limit his volun-
teerism to legal issues. He puts on
another volunteer hat to serve as a
business counselor with SCORE, a
nonprofit organization that relies on
retired professionals to help small
businesses get off to a successful start.

Lipson uses expertise gained as
assistant attorney general for New
York State, as an adjunct settlement
judge for U.S. District Court in arbitrated
matters and through work in business
law and trade regulations.

“I enjoy putting it together and
counseling people on how they get
started in business,” he says.

ACBA Public Service Committee
Chair Keith Whitson says Lipson has
turned to the ACBA Small Business
Legal Assistance Program to seek free
legal advice for his SCORE clients.
One of the bar’s 35 pro bono offerings,
the Small Business Legal Assistance
Program provides 10 hours of free,
issue-specific legal advice to current
and future small business owners.

Whitson credits Lipson for being
instrumental in getting the Small
Business Legal Assistance Program
off the ground. He said SCORE has
provided half of the program’s
applicants, and he notes that one
incentive for attorneys to offer their
services pro bono through the small
business program is the possibility
that the individual being helped might
turn into a paying client, Whitson said.

Lipson has been working with the
Federal Bar Association, SCORE and
the ACBA to get a list of associate
attorneys who are willing to use their
own malpractice insurance to cover
pro bono legal counsel for people who
want to start small businesses. This
group would supplement attorneys in
the ACBA Small Business Legal
Assistance Program, who are limited
to the 10-hours of free legal advice.

“Our SCORE clients need legal
counseling,” Lipson says. “Associate
attorneys affiliated with SCORE can
develop a future relationship with
people, which is an attraction to doing
it. They might be on the ground floor of
the next Google, Amazon or Pizza Hut.”

Or they might be asked to be on the
board of directors or receive stock
options in thanks for their volunteer
work in helping a start-up, he said.

Because of his affinity for pro bono
legal services through the years,
Lipson became actively involved in a
proposal under consideration by the

state Supreme Court to establish an
emeritus attorney program covering
pro bono work. As more lawyers reach
retirement age, their expertise can be
put to good use as they volunteer by
making it easier to do so.

“This would be letting attorneys
who are experienced to basically give
back to society,” Lipson says.

The proposal – is endorsed by the
ACBA Board of Governors and was
submitted to the court in October –
includes that emeritus attorneys
would be licensed solely to perform
pro bono legal services; take cases
only through established legal aid
organizations or pro bono programs
that provide training, mentoring and
malpractice coverage; and have or
receive adequate training in the
areas of law for which they are
providing services.

The proposal also includes waiving
annual attorney registration fees that
make licensing cost-prohibitive for
many retired and inactive attorneys
interested in doing pro bono work.
Barbara Griffin, director of the ACBA
Foundation Pro Bono Center, says
Lipson’s work on the proposal helped
move it forward. 

“One of the things I admire most
about Barry is that he never stops
learning,” Griffin says. “He’s very
persistent but always for a good cause.”

Griffin said Lipson is a strong
advocate for measures increasing
legal services for low-income persons. 

Lipson advocates expunging criminal
records for those who are arrested but
found not guilty. Having records
remain public creates employment
problems and contradicts the “innocent
until proven guilty” foundation of the
court system, he says.

“In our profession, we have a
special duty not just to our clients but
to serve justice,” Griffin notes.

Griffin says the ACBA Public Service
Committee is working with the Back-
pack Committee on an idea presented
by Lipson, who authored a pamphlet
for children about the Bill of Rights in
1991 to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of its ratification. He plans to update
the pamphlet for the ACBA to include
in backpacks it distributes to low-
income students as a learning tool for
young citizens and their families.

When he isn’t volunteering, Lipson
still works as an arbitrator and is
involved with the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority. n

Barry Lipson

public-safety approach to address
the problem.”

County Executive Rich Fitzgerald said
Hickton’s interaction with all segments
of the community gave many otherwise
forgotten people a voice.

“We are very fortunate to have had
the service of U.S. Attorney Hickton
and hope that the example he set
during his tenure is something that is
replicated here in Pennsylvania and
beyond for years to come,” Fitzgerald said. 

Soo Song, who previously served as
First Assistant U.S. Attorney, is currently
the acting U.S. Attorney.   

In addition to his work as U.S.
Attorney, Hickton also taught antitrust
law as an adjunct professor at
Duquesne University. 

“He has been a national leader in
federal law enforcement circles,
setting a high standard for the entire

HICKTON 
continued from page 6

country,” said Duquesne University
President Ken Gormley. “He has
transformed the Pittsburgh office into
a model for state and federal law
enforcement throughout the United
States.” n

The opportunity to
serve as a U.S. Attorney
in this administration has
been the professional
privilege of a lifetime
and the highlight of
my career.

– David Hickton

“

”
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Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER 
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in 
Civil & Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.
www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

INSURANCE CONSULTING
MICHAEL M. McDONOUGH, CPA (inactive) – Save
time, elevate your advice, enhance economics and 
discharge fiduciary duties with my life, disability, LTC,
and annuity contract reviews. Innovative and well-vetted
strategies, loan rescues, guarantee issue group carve-outs.
Integrated planning for individuals/entities. Inertia is not
a plan. (724) 799-8699.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412)
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Registration information for all programs unless otherwise noted:
Mail in registration form with payment to the ACBA CLE Department at
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

Credit card registration is also available online at
www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs.

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION
Effective Labor and Employment Practice

Before the EEOC and PHRC
Practicing before the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and/or
the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission is a key part of working as a

labor and employment attorney. During this CLE, attorneys from both agencies
will provide tips on practicing effectively before each organization

Investigators from both agencies will share their insights on all stages of 
the administrative process. Topics to be discussed include:
• What the agencies expect of attorneys and what attorneys

can expect from the agencies 
• Practice tips from intake to public hearing or litigation 

• Effective strategies  in both the preparation stage and presentation stage
• EEOC and PHRC  litigation priorities

Credits: 1 hour of Substantive CLE credit • When: Wednesday, Jan. 18 • 
Registration: 11:30 a.m. • Time: Noon - 1 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building
Conference Center, Grant Room, 9th floor, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219
• Cost: $45 for Labor & Employment Law Section members, $55 for ACBA 
members, $75 for all others • Last date to pre-register:Monday, Jan. 16, 11:59 p.m.

HSBD Holiday Party
PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

ACBA Homer S. Brown Division council members take time during their
Dec. 14 holiday party for a photo. Pictured, from left, are Ron Jones, Tyra
Oliver, Tony Thompson, Jacqueline Martinez, Morgan J. Moody and
Quinntarra Morant, division chair. The holiday party was held in the
lounge at Savoy Restaurant in the Strip District.

Barbara Ramsey, left, and Verdell
Dean catch up at the party.

ACBA Assistant Executive Director
Diane McMillen shares a moment
with Imogene Cathey, general
counsel at Seton Hill University.

Jerrell Smith joins Vijya Patel, Jennifer Boczar and Joy Miller in the
Savoy lounge.

From left, Nikki Manison, Thompson and Jerrell Smith take a break from
their food and drinks.
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