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Committee
offers FAQ
on several
marijuana
questions
By Zandy Dudiak

When Pennsylvania’s first medical
marijuana dispensaries opened their
doors in mid-February, they triggered
a lot of questions.

The ACBA has some answers – 13
of them, to be precise.

To provide some guidance, the
ACBA’s medical marijuana committee
compiled a 13-point Frequently Asked
Questions list and made it accessible
to the public on the ACBA website.
The FAQ includes a disclaimer that
the information cannot be relied upon
as legal advice but that those with
questions should seek guidance from a
legal professional.

“Everyone’s curious,” said Cátia
Kossovsky, chair of the 7-month-old
Medical Marijuana and Hemp Law
Committee. “They want to know what
it is and how it affects them.”

Noting that she recently spoke to a
group of 85 gastroenterologists from
UPMC and Allegheny Health Network
about the issues, Kossovsky said
concerns have prompted a variety of
clients to contact their attorneys for
legal advice.  

“Medical marijuana issues affect
every single practice of law,”
Kossovsky said. 

Advice for those who are ready to run
By Brian Estadt

Although years of legal experience
can prepare attorneys to do the
work of a judge, it doesn’t necessarily
prepare them for the process of being
elected judge. The best-qualified
candidates don’t always win; to
earn enough support to wear the
judicial robes, candidates need political
connections, money and a network
of support.

To help those considering a run for
office, the Women in the Law Division
organized a late-January panel 
discussion featuring people who’ve
gone through the process. Common
Pleas Judge Kimberly Berkeley Clark
moderated a panel of Common 
Pleas Judge Hough McGough,
Duquesne Law School Dean Maureen
Lally Green, who served on the 
state Superior Court; and 2017 
Court of Common Pleas candidate
Mary McGinley.

McGinley started her campaign in
2016 for the 2017 Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas election.
Initially, she was puzzled when people
kept asking her the same question –
“You’re getting into this a little late,
aren’t you?” – but she soon learned
that she had underestimated how long
it takes to build the relationships that
sustain a successful campaign. Having
gone through the process, she estimates
it can take four or six years to establish
those connections.

“That was a big wake-up call for
me,” McGinley said.

For Clark, the biggest surprise 
also was a big disappointment –
“Sometimes it’s very disheartening
when you go out there and no one’s
talking about your qualifications.”

Lally Green was appointed to the
state Superior Court by Gov. Tom
Ridge in 1998 and successfully 
campaigned for 10-year term the 
following year. Although she had 

navigated the appointment process, “I
didn’t appreciate the political
process,” she said. “I didn’t realize the
need to raise money.” 

She learned. When she added a
supporter who was known to the GOP
as a good fundraiser, she signified to
the Republican party that she was a
serious candidate. That gave her 
credibility when it came time for the
party endorsement.

Lally Green was the only panelist to
have run for state office. While the
others focused on Allegheny County
voters, she had to think of the entire
state. Despite that, she said it’s best to
think local.

“All politics are local,” she said. “I
had to know county committee 
apparatus and the one or two issues
people care about in that county. “ 

Lally Green said it’s important to
establish even a fleeting personal 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 9

Official Portrait

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Dozens of friends and colleagues
were on hand as retired Common 
Pleas Judge R. Stanton Wettick 
was back in court last month for 
the unveiling of his official portrait.
Wettick, known as the guru of 
discovery opinions and complex
cases, served as judge for more
than 40 years before reaching the
mandatory retirement age for 
senior judges in 2016.
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BOB GARBER
412-261-9933
412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

Attorney Bob Garber is a trusted, proven attorney who
has been handling referral cases for over 39 years.

• All Family Law Matters • Non-Violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • PI & Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

CONFLICTS? CASE TOO SMALL? CHALLENGING CLIENT? 

“I’ll take the case and do the work. 
You keep a satis�ed client.”

REFER A CASE, NOT YOUR CLIENT

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

March
Margaret B. Angel ..................412-562-3982

Darth M. Newman ..................412-436-3443

Ernest B. Orsatti ....................412-338-1145

April
Robert A. Cohen ....................724-693-9696

Andrea Geraghty ....................412-456-2822

Stanley W. Greenfield ............412-261-4466
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Board of Governors welcomes new members
The following attorneys and law

school students were approved as new
ACBA members at the Feb. 6 Board of
Governors meeting.

Active members:
Antoinette N. Arabia, Esq.
Hannah L. Baldwin, Esq.  
Justin D. Beck, Esq.
Sarah Boehme, Esq.
Jacqueline H. Brangard, Esq.  
Kevin T. Brett, Esq.  
Steven J. Brunner, Esq.
Jeffrey M. Childs, Esq. 
Sean B. Conboy, Esq.  
Jonathan E. Dalziel, Esq.
Laura M. DeGeer, Esq. 
Matthew A. Deluzio, Esq.
Alyssa M. Drake, Esq.
Seth C. Dresbold, Esq.
Jason G. Farrelly, Esq. 
Samantha J. Gagliardo, Esq. 
Christian C. Hagen-Frederiksen, Esq.
Cezanne S. Harrer, Esq.
Chalyn M. Kaufman, Esq. 
Paul A. Kush, Esq. 
Victor S. Kustra, Esq.
Alex M. Lonnett, Esq.
Jamie L. Lutz, Esq. 
Joseph M. Macklin, Esq. 
Devon A. Malloy, Esq. 
Kandace H. Mandarino, Esq.  
Stephen Matvey, Esq.  
Ian S. Michel, Esq. 

Jaclyn E. Moldovan, Esq.
Katlynn A. Morris, Esq.
Ross T. Mularski, Esq.   
Keerthi D. Mundrati, Esq.  
Matthew T. Newman, Esq.  
Ariel N. Oliver, Esq.  
Nicholas M. Pahuta, Esq.  
Weston P. Pesillo, Esq.  
Mallory O. Peterson, Esq.  
Domenic J. Pietropaolo, Esq.  
Kathleen Plumer, Esq.
Marcelina R. Policicchio, Esq. 
Michael J. Roche, Esq.  
Bradley R. Ryan, Esq.  
Nicolas J. Sasso, Esq.  
Keanna Seabrooks, Esq.  
Megan A. Smith, Esq.       
Gesue A. Staltari, Esq.  
Scott  Szuhay, Esq.  
Jessica L. Tully, Esq.  
Michael J. Tully, Esq.  
Nikolas Vaselopulos, Esq.  
Alison R. Viola, Esq.  
Jennifer A. Vogel, Esq.  
Ian M. Watt, Esq.  
Julie A. Williams, Esq.  
Leah M. Wilson, Esq.
Christopher P. Woodward, Esq.

Active government members:
Jill T. Ambrose, Esq. 
Kimberly Chamberlin, Esq. 
Marguerite Goglia, Esq.
Hon. Paul F. Lutty 

Rebecca L. Traylor, Esq.  
David Wolfenson, Esq.

Active legal services members:
Vanessa N. Griffith, Esq.

Associate members:
Sarah Bailey, Esq.  
Daniel P. Branagan, Esq.
F.D. Fields, Esq.

Law student members:
Andrew DeGory
Casey J. Hemphill
Jenee Iyer 
Christy Logue 
Sima Lotfi 
Kayla L. Minor 
Evan L. Pennington 
Ashley E. Rundell
Patrick T. Sherry
Isabella M. Simon 
Annie Snyder 
Alec N. Spangler 
Helen C. Steiger 
Aaron Stonecypher 
Timothy A. Swarr
Christopher K. Takemoto-Gentile 
Haley N. Usenick 
Andrew D. Yetzer
Alexandra Yuill
Jordan P. Zuber-Banks
David Zwier 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Courtland Mitchell*, Rangos, J. ...........................................................................................................Page 61
Criminal Appeal—Evidence—Weight of the Evidence—Admission of Forensic Interview—Taint—Prior Consistent Statement

Nine-year-old girl freezes on the stand in front of abuser and thereafter her preliminary hearing testimony is admitted at trial.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Terrill Hicks, Rangos, J. .......................................................................................................................Page 64
Criminal Appeal—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—Juvenile Lifer Without Parole—Standard Range Sentence

Upon remand, the trial court sentences the juvenile who committed homicide to 35 years to life in prison.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Terelle L. Smith, Williams, J. ...............................................................................................................Page 65
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Photo of Tattoo—Flight to Avoid Apprehension

Trial court agrees that evidence is insufficient to support flight to avoid apprehension charge.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Dyllon Lee Powell, Cashman, A.J. .......................................................................................................Page 66
Criminal Appeal—Rule 600—Escape—Fugitive from Justice

Man escaped from work release and cannot be found for one year; his speedy trial rights are suspended while he is a fugitive from justice.

*This opinion was redacted by the ACBA staff. It is the express policy of the Pittsburgh Legal Journal not to publish the names of juveniles in
cases involving sexual or physical abuse and names of sexual assault victims or relatives whose names could be used to identify such victims.
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AWFUL player as a kid during my two
years of playing in Monroeville, where
the only chance I had for setting foot
on first base was to get hit by a pitch.
But it has been an absolute blast
coaching my boys and others for the
in-house and summer tournament
teams for the past four years and
counting. As so much of my life comes
back to the ACBA, what really makes
any of our success and fun possible is
my coaching partner, Irv Firman of
Tucker Arensberg, and tremendous
helping parents like Luke Paglia of
BNY Mellon and Joshua Farber of
Clark Hill. 

While being a terrible team-sports
athlete as a kid (a trend that didn’t get
much better in ACBA Basketball –
just ask Mark Gubinsky and Stuart

Sostmann), I may have found my
niche in running and triathlons over
the last 10 or so years. A chance at the
Summer Olympics isn’t in my future,
but I have really enjoyed participating

in the EQT Ten Miler, a couple of
marathons and a handful of triathlons
at various distances. Even more so,

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Inspire others by talking about the good work you do
By Hal Coffey

The role of ACBA president requires
attendance at a number of conferences
that at times blend together. The same
ideas, same motivational verbiage,
same concerns for the future, same
goal of connecting with millennials
and social media. While sitting at the
Conference of County Bar Leaders in
Lancaster, I was ready for the possibility
of falling into the same rut, but then I
saw the theme of the conference:
baseball. With seminar titles such as
“Put Me in Coach” and “Moneyball”
and “Working the Umpire,” my interest
was piqued. Add in Joe Lunardi
talking about “Crafting the Perfect
Response” – and a little bit of college
basketball to boot – and I really
enjoyed the sessions.

One of my colleagues who I have
met through the years in PBA and
related events saw me wearing a
Pirates shirt at one of the social
functions and remarked “oh, you’re a
baseball fan?” In that moment, I
realized that not everyone knows
about the interests and activities for
which I dedicate my time and passion
outside of the practice of law and bar
association. Though it is a bit late in
my term, now might be as good a time
as any to let you in a little more into
my world.

Beyond watching (and crying over)
the Pirates, my baseball passion has
been coaching my twin boys’ youth
baseball teams through the Squirrel
Hill Baseball Association. I was an

412-281-2200
www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi
& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

Hal Coffey
ACBA President PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD 

Shifting from the suburbs to a downtown Crazy Mocha location, the
March Coffee With Coffey attracted nearly 30 attorneys on March 7. 

Coffee with Coffey
After holding our lone downtown Pittsburgh Coffee
with Coffey at the Crazy Mocha on Smithfield earlier
this month, we head back out to the ’burbs to
Beans ’n’ Cream in Aspinwall at 16 Brilliant Ave. 
For those in Fox Chapel, O’Hara Township, Indiana,
Blawnox and Sharpsburg, please come on by to 
what I understand is one extremely popular and cool spot in the area. We
will be there on Wednesday, April 4, starting at 7:30 a.m.

Continued on page 7
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412.916.4874 • carolekatz.com

Resolution.to 
ConflictFrom 

Mediation
Arbitration

Case Evaluation

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Employment • Commercial/Business • Professional Libability • Energy

Carole Katz helps businesses and people 
resolve conflicts in less time, through 
processes that give parties and their 
lawyers more control over the outcome.

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Judge Kim Berkeley Clark displays the William H. Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence at a
Pittsburgh reception in her honor. Pictured are, from left, Hal Coffey, ACBA president; Clark,
recipient of the 22nd Annual William H. Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence; Judge Jeffrey
Manning, president judge of the Court of Common Pleas; and Mary McQueen, president of the
National Center for State Courts. After receiving the award at a reception in the U.S. Supreme Court
in November, Clark was honored with a reception in Pittsburgh in February.

Judge Clark 
Recognition Reception

Court of Common Pleas judges Patrick
Connelly and Michael McCarthy were among
those to celebrate Clark’s recognition.

Court of Common Pleas judges Arnold Klein
and Alan Hertzberg pause their conversation
long enough to pose for a photo.

Clark and her husband, Walter Hales, smile
for the camera.

ACBA Governor Elizabeth
Hughes; Maurita Bryant,
assistant superintendent of
the Allegheny County Police;
and Judge Hugh McGough of
the Court of Common Pleas
were among those to turn out
for the reception in the 
Rivers Club.

Ken Bryant, Marlene Ellis, and
Judge Joseph Williams III of the
Allegheny County Orphans’ 
Court stop for a photo during 
the reception.



March 16, 2018  / Page 5

Early neutral evaluation offers clients a reality check
By David B. White

With the trend of cases being decided
in a conference room rather than a
courtroom, early neutral evaluation offers
an underutilized but significantly
effective tool when considering an
alternate dispute resolution process.
Nowadays, dockets are clogged and
savvy clients often are looking for a
faster and cheaper solution than
traditional prolonged, expensive and
risky litigation. When used appropriately,
ENE can yield the better result that
everyone is seeking by presenting you
and your client with the gift of seeing
the case as others see it.

What is early neutral evaluation?

The U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania,
pursuant to Local Rule 16.2, lists ENE
as one of the options in its mandatory
ADR program. Over time, the number
of litigants utilizing the ENE option
has steadily increased. ENE is exactly
what its name suggests. A neutral party
is selected to provide a nonbinding
evaluation of the merits of a case.
Typically, evaluation takes place in the
early stages of litigation, before the
parties engage in significant discovery.
The neutral evaluator, who is often an
experienced trial attorney with particular
expertise in the subject matter, engages
in direct discussion with the parties to
provide a realistic appraisal of the case
and to encourage parties to move away
from their deadlocked positions.

This process is confidential, and
discussions are conducted on a without

prejudice basis. Although the Western
District outlines the components of an
ENE in their “Alternative Dispute
Resolution Policies and Procedures”,
Section 4.9 also provides that the parties
are free to agree to modify the suggested
components to fit their particular
circumstances. As an oft-appointed
neutral evaluator, I suggest “tweaking”
the Western District’s protocol slightly
with the following process:

• Each party provides a position
statement that includes their position
on liability and damages and any
pertinent documents which is shared
with opposing counsel;

• In addition, the neutral evaluator
also requests that each party provide

in a confidential submission any fact
or document that they believe is
important to their claim but do not wish
that it be shared with the opposing
party at this time as well as their
candid assessment as to liability and
damages (in a private session with
that party, the evaluator encourages
them to let the evaluator divulge the
fact or document to the other side);

• Introductory and foundational
remarks are provided at the outset to
provide perspective on the process
and hopefully educate the lay party
participants;

• Each counsel and party is given
the opportunity to present its respective
claims and defenses;

• Each counsel and party is given
the chance to provide a responsive
rebuttal presentation;

• The neutral evaluator asks
questions to better help clarify and/or
probe the relevant issues;

• As the process evolves, the
evaluator identifies issues that are
not in dispute and assists the parties
in reaching stipulations that can greatly
focus the dispute and oftentimes
reduces the litigation expense;

• After listening to the parties, and
in the presence of all parties and
counsel, the evaluator discusses the
strengths and weaknesses of their
respective cases, including commentary
on the evidence and its potential
admissibility;

• The evaluator then proffers
his/her thoughts on which, if any, of
the claims will survive a motion for
summary judgment and then, if
necessary, the likelihood of success

before a jury selected of residents
from Western Pennsylvania;

• Finally, the evaluator provides
his/her opinion as to probable outcomes
regarding liability and the amount of
damages, if any. If the parties request,
she/he will memorialize the opinion
as well;

• At times, the parties will
request that the evaluator provide in
a private session an opinion as to the
strength and weaknesses of their
respective case and opinion on likely
outcome, which the evaluator should
do as well;

• After the parties digest the
evaluator’s thoughts and opinions,
and as the Western District’s ENE
protocol provides, the evaluator offers
to mediate the matter. The advantage
of the ENE morphing into a mediation
at this point is that the parties and/or
“shot callers” have heard an
independent, objective evaluation of
their claim or defense and, if they so
choose, can try to resolve the
matter at that sitting while all parties
are present.

If your overarching goal is to assist
your client in gauging a better
understanding of their case, ENE
provides the perfect hybrid of
mediation and arbitration to provide
the opportunity to do so.

Advantages of early neutral 
evaluation

• You save your client’s time and
money. ENE is designed to focus the

 WHY LAWYERS REFER TO US  
The Simon & Simon team of lawyers and support staff 

primarily handle limited tort motor vehicle collision 

cases. We are aggressive trial lawyers that file suit 

in limited tort cases in the major jury system and try 

these cases to verdicts in front of juries throughout 

Pennsylvania. We believe every injured victim, 

regardless of whether they have full or limited tort, 

deserves an opportunity to tell their story to a jury and 

recover money for their injuries.

The LIMITED TORT LAW FIRM

 Full Referral  
Fees Paid Out.

 ALL Future Business 
From Referral Source 
Returned to You.

BNY Mellon Building
500 Grant Street, Suite #29-123

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

877-GO-SIMON    412-360-7257    www.GoSimon.com    MarcSimon@GoSimon.com

Continued on page 9

David B. White
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Areas such as employment, law
enforcement, medicine and business
have an obvious involvement. But the
state law also brings into play legal
issues that touch education, real
estate, contract, banking, bankruptcy
and tax laws. 

Enacted in April 2016, the state’s
Medical Marijuana Act permits
growers, processors and dispensaries
to provide medical marijuana for
patients with specific medical
conditions. Confusion arises
because, although it’s legal under state
law, the cultivation, manufacturing,
transportation, sale, distribution,
dispensation and possession of
cannabis violates the federal law that
classifies marijuana as a Schedule I
controlled substance.

Although there are 29 states that
permit medical marijuana in different
forms, they do not all have reciprocity
agreements for certified users from
other states, Kossovsky said.

“Every state is different,” said
Patrick Nightingale, committee
member. “You cannot carry it across
state lines. Once it crosses state lines,
it breaks federal law.”

Medical doctors and doctors of
osteopathic medicine (MDs and ODs)
must attend a four-hour training
course before they can be licensed
and certified by the state Department
of Health to “recommend” medical
marijuana (it cannot be “prescribed”
under federal law) and certify
medical marijuana patients. A list of
doctors is available on the depart-
ment’s website.

In Pennsylvania, Nightingale said,
certified users are not permitted to
smoke or make edibles from medical

marijuana. They must also keep the
product in the dispensary packaging
and their patient identification on
hand if they are transporting it within
the state, Nightingale added.

Under federal law, a person using
medical marijuana is prohibited
from possessing a firearm. Patrick
Nightingale, who helped craft the
FAQ, said that while gun ownership
violates federal law, there is
“practically zero-percent chance” of
someone being prosecuted. However,
medical-marijuana patients may run
into difficulty with applying for a
concealed weapon permit, he said,
and if a patient lies about using
medical marijuana and is caught, the
offense would be a felony.

Although state police originally had
access to the patient registry, Nightingale
said that access was revoked because
of privacy concerns. Educating and
providing guidance to law enforcement
about the rights of patients under the
medical marijuana law, particularly
related to DUI, will be important, he said. 

“As long as we in the bar association
work to educate the police and law
enforcement, we will ultimately protect
the patients,” Nightingale said.

Committee Vice-Chair Jean Novak
has taken it upon herself to meet with
small business groups interested in
learning more about the law’s effect

on them. Because of the uncertainty of
federal enforcement, she tells employers
not to allow medical marijuana on
their premises.

Individuals working for federal
contractors are prohibited from using
any marijuana, as are any government-
regulated workers, such as bus and
truck drivers. Use of medical marijuana
is not permitted on jobs where it could
be a danger to one’s self, fellow workers
or the public, such as working on high
voltage, public utilities or with
chemicals, Novak said.

“You can’t be impaired,” she said.
“The statute makes that clear.”

Drug tests for employment are
another area of concern as the THC in
medical marijuana will show up in a
drug test.

“If you are a certified patient, you
need to tell the testing agency before

you take the drug test” Novak said.
“The problem is if you don’t tell the
testing agency, they will return a
positive test.” 

If testing agency knows, it can
return a negative result for a certified
user. There has been pushback from
certified users who don’t want to admit
to using medical marijuana because it
is breaking a federal law, Novak said,
yet they might have to tell their
employer anyhow if the test is positive.

Novak has heard from certified
users that people from other states
have lost their jobs, though she said
employers can’t discriminate because
a person is a certified user. 

“It’s brand new,” Novak said. “Our
thought is that we’re going to have to
wait for some cases to bubble up
through the system before we see how
things work.” n

www.plummerslade.com 412-261-5600

428�Forbes�Avenue,�Suite�2450�,�Pittsburgh,�PA��15219

Exclusively�endorsed�for�IT�solutions�by�the
Allegheny�County�Bar�Association�(ACBA).

Serving�over�100+�law�firms�in�the�Pittsburgh
and�surrounding�area.

“Your�single�source�for�IT�solutions”

MARIJUANA QUESTIONS 
continued from front cover FAQ FYI

The medical marijuana FAQ is 
currently highlighted on the
acba.org homepage. Its 
permanent address is
www.acba.org/Marijuana. The 
FAQ is accessible to the public.

Legal education
The ACBA is working with the Pennsylvania Bar Association, Philadelphia
Bar and Dauphin County Bar on medical marijuana issues. To help ACBA
members gain more knowledge of the law, there are two local educational
opportunities this spring:
• The TED Talks-style keynote CLE of the 56th annual ACBA Bench-Bar
Conference will cover medical marijuana. The conference will be held
June 14-16 at Seven Springs Mountain Resort.
• The World Medical Cannabis Conference & Expo, which runs from 
April 12 to 14 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, will include
legal education session.

Members can get consultation on their legal actions and potential 
actions through the ACBA Professional Ethics Hotline.

See acba.org/officerassignments for details.
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commuting to work by running through
Oakland and Uptown or biking along
the Eliza Furnace and South Side Trails
helps me get ready for the day ahead
or decompress from the work day.
Some days, when I need a break, I
have routes of three, five and seven
miles set up around town, so if you have
an interest, feel free to reach out to me. 

When looking to recover from those
runs, and after getting enough water,
my beverage of choice is iced tea
(never coffee – yeah, weird, given my
last name and our Coffee with Coffey
program, but work with me). And that
also carries over to evening functions,
which explains why I don’t attend too
many happy hours or similar events.
Though not a teetotaler, alcohol is not
really my thing. Neither are pork,
shellfish and cheeseburgers, but for
those items, it is a product of my ala
cart observance of Kosher dietary
laws. That was a decision I made
after my Bar Mitzvah many years ago
but have carried forward as my own
sacrifice and adherence to my connection
with being Jewish. 

The lessons I learned through my
parents and Jewish education formed
the belief system I carry today in my
public service and volunteer efforts.
Again, beyond bar association and pro
bono work, what I enjoy doing to give
back includes my time with the Josh
Gibson Foundation, B’nai B’rith Youth
Organization and Rodef Shalom
Congregation. In between these activities,
I love listening to podcasts (mostly via
NPR shows and during workouts),
reading fiction books by David
Ignatius, Daniel Silva, David Baldacci
and Dan Brown and nonfiction – mostly
around diplomacy and U.S. history. 

With all that being said, I am
amazed by ACBA colleagues and their
public service through sitting on their
local zoning and municipal boards, lay
leadership in their religious institutions,
coaching numerous sports and academic
teams for their kids, presiding on
school boards and the multitude of
other great work we all do each day
outside the practice of law. I am given
the space to relate my own experiences
in this column, but I urge each of you
to let others know of all the good work
you do through social media and in
regular discussions. It is not merely
about self-promotion, it is about
showing colleagues and others the
duty that goes along with being a
lawyer and inspiring others to commit
to similar efforts. And it also leads to
opportunities for us all to further
connect as a legal community. n

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
continued from page 3

‘KD & You and the Law’
volunteers needed

The ACBA is looking for attorneys 
to volunteer for the 34th annual 
“KD & You and the Law” telethon, 
which will be held Wednesday, 
April 18, from noon to 6 p.m. at 
KDKA-TV studios in Gateway 
Center. Three shifts are available.
Volunteers provide free assistance 
to callers with legal questions. 
Attorneys in all practice areas are 
needed, but especially in family 
law, elder law, bankruptcy, real 
estate and employment.
To volunteer or for more information, 
email Denise Velez at
dvelez@acba.org.

PHOTO BY ERIKA DOWD

Diane McMillen, assistance executive director of the ACBA, and Derek
Eichelberger, director of investment strategy of Schneider Downs Wealth
Management Advisors, pose for a photo before a February program on
long-term financial plans and retirement strategies. The more than two
dozen attorneys in attendance heard tips on, among other topics, how mark
valuations impact expectations of long-term returns, how to improve
portfolio results in the current market and how to adjust retirement
projections to increase the chances they won’t run out of money.

Planning Ahead CLE



Where 
Employment 
Meets 
the Law
Johnston Lykos provides clients 
with advice, counseling and 
representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including 
illegal workplace discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation.

412.325.7700 • www.johnstonlykos.law
Pittsburgh, PA
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PHOTOS BY ERIKA DOWD

More than three dozen attorneys turned out March 2 to learn how the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act will impact the Internal Revenue Code. During the CLE presented by the
ACBA Taxation Section, panelists William Bodnar, Stephen Pieklik and LeRoy Metz
discussed the new 20-percent deduction for pass-through business income and topics
such as the change to how the tax code treats alimony and the substantial increase in
the exclusion amount for the estate and gift taxes.

Taxation CLE
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LABOR & EMPLOYMENT ATTORNEYS
EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION ATTORNEYS

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
(412) 338-1100

www.rothmangordon.com

Rothman Gordon is pleased to welcome

Samuel J. Cordes
Best Lawyers in America ® 

2017 Labor & Employment Lawyer of the Year-Pittsburgh

to  YOUR TEAM.

Samuel J. Cordes

parties on the important issues so that
time and money are not wasted moving
forward. When stipulations are
reached, discovery can be stream-
lined and shortened.

• Sometimes clients and attorneys
need to listen to what they don’t want
to hear. When cases are misevaluated –
internally or externally – unrealistic
expectations about the probable
outcome of the litigation develop. An
ENE can help clients and attorneys to
manage their respective outlooks and
to possibly surrender their positions.

• It helps you to predict the future.
The outcome of an ENE oftentimes
can be determinative of whether a
case goes to trial or settles. Frequently,
ENEs naturally evolve into settlement
negotiations after each party has the
opportunity to digest the candid
remarks provided. If one or both
parties remain adamantly opposed to
settlement at the conclusion of the
ENE, the ENE still was beneficial.
First, it can enable you to rehearse
and refine your arguments before
trial. Second, it can give you the
chance to scope out your competition.
Finally, it may have brought to light
any issues or weaknesses which you
or your client may have overlooked. 

An effective ENE can provide the
reality check and perspective that
your next case needs. n

David B. White oversees Burns White’s
Alternative Dispute Resolution practice
and is a member of the firm’s Executive
Committee. Both a litigator and trial
attorney, he combines demonstrated
legal experience, practical business
acumen and strong leadership skills.

EARLY NEUTRAL EVALUATION 
continued from page 5

connection with the local-level party
officials and politicians who will help
rally voters.

“That’s important. The county
commissioners, they’re important.
The city mayors, they’re important.”

After receiving an endorsement,
Lally Green said, candidates should
work to develop a network or rely
upon existing networks that they
already belong to. She said there are
a variety of networks – religious
networks, alumni associations, even
sports networks. Some offer endorsement
opportunities; others don’t. All connect
candidates to voters.

When on the campaign trail, having
a short, prepared speech is essential. 

“The value of a stump speech can’t
be over-emphasized,” said said.

McGough introduced himself to the
crowd by reciting his old three-minute
stump speech. He noted that, thanks
to his former role as a local magisterial
district judge, he had an advantage
when campaigning for the Court of
Common Pleas.

“The first words of my stump
speech were ‘I’m Judge Hugh
McGough.’ Being able to call yourself
a judge is huge.”

Though magisterial district judges
are members of the state’s minor
courts, races for those seats can be
bitter, hard-fought affairs. In part,
that’s because magistrates often are
re-elected multiple times. A wide-open
magistrate’s race might happen only once
a generation and could represent a
couple decades in office, McGough said.

That’s not the case with other positions.
“Court of Common Pleas openings

come along every couple of years,” he
said. “Like a PAT bus.”

Also important were the connections
McGough had made in unsuccessful
campaigns.

“They got to know me and my dignity
in losing, and I got used to losing.”

Because of what’s at stake, the
numbers can be daunting in Court of
Common Pleas primary elections.
When Clark ran for office in 1999,
there were six openings. Those six
seats attracted 67 candidates in the
primary election.

“This is all coming back to me. It’s
giving me nightmares,” Clark joked.

With that many candidates, ballot
position – which is determined by luck
of the draw – can make or break a
campaign. The most coveted spot is, of
course, the first one, but in a field of 67,
any slot on the first page of the ballot
would have been considered good.

“When I picked my ballot position,
I cried,” Clark said, calling it the
“world’s worst ballot position.” Even
worse – another candidate with the last
name of Clark had better ballot position.

Though luck dealt Clark a tough
ballot position, a chance encounter
made up for it. At the time, state
politicians were looking to fill four
judicial vacancies by appointing two
judges with support from Democrat
lawmakers and two with Republican
support. Legislators were having
difficulty agreeing on the second
appointee for the Democrats.

Then Clark met Sen. Leonard
Bodack at a dinner gathering. Bodack

ADVICE READY TO RUN 
continued from front cover

mentioned the vacancy and asked if
she would be interested.

The dinner took place on a Friday.
On Monday, she got a call from Gov.
Ridge. Fourteen days later, the senate
confirmed her appointment. Suddenly
she was an incumbent, which helped
propel her to wins in the primary and
the general election.

Green noted that those who build
strong support networks are, in
essence, increasing their chances of
meeting the “right people at the right
place at the right time.”

But meeting all those people
requires a tremendous commitment.

McGinley used a football analogy to
describe the experience – “I felt
like what it must be for Coach Tomlin
on Monday.”

“There are days when I felt ‘I’m not
being a great lawyer right now, I’m not
being a great mom right now, and not
being a great candidate right now,’”
she recalled thinking, noting that she
appreciated the support of her firm
during the campaign.

McGough – who was partner in a
firm with Bill Ward, who later was
appointed as a Common Pleas judge –
said his campaign put a strain on their
friendship and the legal practice, but
he also noted that the difficulty was
partially offset by the benefits of
running a good campaign via “earned
media.” Even a losing effort can result
in positive name recognition for a
law practice. n

If you have an idea for an article,
please contact Brian Estadt at
bestadt@acba.org or 412-402-6682.

ARTICLES
WANTED
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REGISTER TODAY! 

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATIONAPRIL

LIVE AND SIMULCAST SEMINARS

Apr. 3 • Cross Examination Strategies
Apr. 5 • Social Security Disability: The Basics
Apr. 5 • Insurance Law for Insurance Lawyers
Apr. 9 • Performance on Trial: Courtroom Magic
Apr. 9 • Advanced Contract Clauses: Focus on Damages and Remedies
Apr. 12 • Increasing Productivity in Yourself and Others
Apr. 12 • Ethics Fun with Sean Carter
Apr. 12 • 2018 Civil Rights Symposium
Apr. 13 • Trial Evidence: Artistry & Advocacy in the Courtroom
Apr. 13 • Sheri�'s Sales in Pennsylvania
Apr. 16 • Representing a Client with Diminished Capacity
Apr. 17-18 Family Law Institute 2018
Apr. 18 • Movie Magic: How the Masters Try Cases
Apr. 18 • Estate of Han Solo
Apr. 19 • Condominium and Homeowner Association Law:
Apr. 20 • A Day on Ethics
Apr. 20 • Unemployment Compensation in Pennsylvania
Apr. 23 • Winning at Trial
Apr. 24-25 Intellectual Property Law Institute
Apr. 26 • Legal Issues in an Age of Aging
Apr. 27 • How the New Tax Law Impacts Your Law Firm
Apr. 30 • Dealing with Financial Institutions in Estates & Elder Law
Apr. 30 • Joint & Several Liability in 2018

All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association  
and are held at the PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise above.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FAMILY LAW INSTITUTE
TUE. & WED., APR. 17 & 18, 2018
TUE.: 8:30 AM TO 4:00 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:00 AM 
WED.: 8:30 AM TO 11:45 AM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:00 AM

THE FAMILY LAW INSTITUTE HAS BECOME 
AN ANNUAL TRADITION
This year’s Institute will provide the latest practical information 
and practice hints available. Whether you are a ‘veteran’ of 
family law, just beginning your practice, or somewhere in 
between, you are sure to benefit from the knowledge and 
experience of each faculty member.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  
LAW INSTITUTE 
Legal insights for everyone from IP specialists 
to general practitioners and in-house counsel

TUE. & WED., APR. 24 & 25, 2018
TUE.: 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:30 AM 
SPECIAL IP BASICS SESSION: 8:00 AM TO 9:00 AM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 7:45 AM  
WED.: 8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM; CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 8:00 AM

Intellectual property is a burgeoning practice area with nuances 
and ever-changing innovations and issues that can try the 
patience of even the most seasoned practitioners. No one can 
afford to remain unacquainted with the rights and potential 
liabilities that may arise. That’s why those in the know attend 
PBI’s Intellectual Property Law Institute year after year. Our 12th 
Institute has something for everyone from the novice to the 
expert.

Delivered over the Web at your convenience. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now & 
get credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months a�er the webcast date). 

LIVE WEBCASTS

Apr. 3 • Cross Examination Strategies
Apr. 4 • Advanced Contract Clauses: Focus on Damages and Remedies
Apr. 4 • Lincoln on Professionalism
Apr. 5 • Insurance Law for Insurance Lawyers
Apr. 9 • Performance on Trial: Courtroom Magic
Apr. 10 • Unemployment Compensation in Pennsylvania
Apr. 12 • 2018 Civil Rights Symposium
Apr. 13 • Trial Evidence: Artistry & Advocacy in the Courtroom
Apr. 16 • Representing a Client with Diminished Capacity
Apr. 17 • Family Law Institute 2018 
Apr. 18 • Estate of Han Solo
Apr. 19 • Condominium and Homeowner Association Law
Apr. 20 • A Day on Ethics
Apr. 23 • Winning at Trial
Apr. 24 • Intellectual Property Law Institute
Apr. 26 • Legal Issues in an Age of Aging
Apr. 27 • Joint & Several Liability in 2018
Apr. 27 • How the New Tax Law Impacts Your Law Firm
Apr. 30 • Dealing with Financial Institutions in Estates & Elder Law

VIDEO REPLAY SEMINARS

Apr. 3 • Dealing with the Problem Employee 
Apr. 6 • QDROs, IRAs, Retirement Benefits and More 
Apr. 10 • The New Tax Act 
Apr. 11 • Understanding Social Security Retirement
Apr. 16 • Internet Defamation 
Apr. 19 • He Died With Guns in His Closet: Firearms & Estates 
Apr. 23 • Ethics Potpourri - Ethics of Pro Bono
Apr. 24 • 19th Annual Estate & Elder Law Symposium 
Apr. 25 • For the Love of Deeds 
Apr. 26 • Death & Taxes 
Apr. 27 • Ethics Potpourri - Harry Potter and the Lawyer's Curse 
Apr. 27 • Ethics Potpourri - Ethics in Negotiations 
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Ethical Challenges of Managing a Law Practice and
Case Docket in the Social Media Age
Tuesday, March 20, noon; Koppers Building

1 Ethics CLE credit
This program qualifies for CJE credit

The program will address the ethical challenges that modern practitioners face
with the rise of social media. Panelists will discuss the solicitation of clients
through electronic media and social networks, along with electronic communication
with clients, parties and court staff. Additional topics include the exposure of
personal information on social media networks, electronic-based professional
networking and the exposure of confidential information. Attendees will learn
ways to protect both themselves and their practices in the fast-changing 
world of social media and digital communications. 

Life and Disability Insurance - 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt
Thursday, March 22, noon; Koppers Building

1 Ethics CLE credit
Do you know what you need to consider when renewing or purchasing life
insurance? Have you thought about what would happen to you if you become
disabled? What is the right kind of life and disability insurance coverage for you,
your family and your firm? The seminar will address life and disability insurance
benefits, what coverage to look for and the options to obtain from the provider.
Hear from an industry expert from USI Affinity, and get the right questions to ask
before you renew or purchase coverage.

An Examination of Special Education Dispute Remedies
Friday, March 23, noon; Koppers Building

1 Substantive CLE credit
Do you represent those with special education needs, their guardians or educational
facilities? Disputes are unfortunately common in special education. This discussion
will cover the current state of special education dispute remedies, their statute
of limitations and remedies awarded in recent cases. This program will explore
the intricacies of potential relief and remedies – including compensatory education,
tuition reimbursement and placement – that may be available in special education
disputes. The presentation will include a discussion of relief, both retrospective
and prospective, at different points in the dispute-resolution process. The
presenters also will touch upon some practical applications of the statute of
limitation in the post-GL v. Ligonier Valley world.

Sex With Clients
Tuesday, March 27, noon; Koppers Building

1 Ethics CLE credit
Sex with clients? It’s a bad idea. Sexual relationships with clients, their spouses
and/or opposing lawyers create conflicts of interest that can negatively impact
an attorney’s ability to provide fair legal representation. This holds true even
when the relationships don’t quite reach the level of sex. Renowned Duquesne
University professor Mark Yochum will explore this issue, one that can ruin an
attorney’s career.  The evolution of the modern rule restricting this behavior is
instructive as a matter of professionalism and as a lesson in lawyers’ attitudes
toward conflicts of interests generally.

Man’s Best Friend: Fitting Fido into Public Places
Tuesday, April 3, noon; Koppers Building

1 Substantive CLE credit
Animals play a larger role in the lives of people today than ever before. This program
will cover the various legal issues affecting animals, including animal welfare and
the rights of service and therapy animal owners in areas such as housing,
employment and public accommodations. The program will be beneficial to
attorneys practicing animal law, disability law and employment law, as well as
for any attorney who has a companion animal and/or is interested in legal issues
affecting companion animals. This program is part of the Young Lawyers’ Division’s
2017-18 BLI Class Project focusing on the intersection of animals and the law.

The Golden Rolodex System: 
How to Create Endless Referrals for Your Practice

Wednesday, April 4, noon; Koppers Building
1 Substantive CLE credit

It goes without saying that referrals are the key to business – and dollars – for
most attorneys. But what are the best ways of going about creating referrals for
your practice? This fast-paced CLE has been described as “immediately actionable.”
What you learn about creating endless referrals at noon, you will be able to
implement that afternoon. Specific topics include becoming the center of
influence in your community, identifying overlooked referral sources, creating
revenue streams in less time, overcoming networking missteps and more. Lunch
will be served.

Got Cuffs? Your Friend Got Arrested … 
Now What Do You Do?

Friday, April 6, 2 p.m.; Koppers Building
1 Substantive, 1 Ethics CLE credit

This program qualifies for CJE credit
All lawyers receive calls from friends, old clients and family members when
someone close to them gets in trouble. The purpose of this program is to educate
attorneys on the importance of preliminary hearings, things to do prior to the
preliminary hearing, preserving evidence and other steps to take to protect the
rights of a client. Specific options available to attorneys in Allegheny County and
surrounding counties also will be discussed. The seminar will include discussion
of the Rules of Professional Conduct, the Rules of Criminal Procedure, defending
commonly charged crimes and plenty of real-life examples.

The Evolving Role of Municipal Governments 
in Oil and Gas Drilling

Thursday, April 12, noon; Koppers Building
1 Substantive CLE credit

Oil and natural gas drilling remains a prominent industry in Western Pennsylvania.
However, the role and power that municipalities have in deciding the locations
where oil and gas companies can drill is undergoing substantial changes.
Numerous recent court cases – as well as others currently on the docket in
Pennsylvania’s courts – have impacted zoning regulations and municipal
government authority regarding permitting and drilling locations. Attorney
John Smith, who has tried several such cases and successfully returned powers
to municipal governments, will offer an overview of recent decisions. Specific
cases to be discussed include Robinson Township vs. Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Foundation vs.
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, among others.

An Inside Look at the Prosecution of 
Private First Class Bowe Bergdahl
Friday, April 13, noon; Koppers Building

1 Substantive CLE credit
On June 30, 2009, U.S. Army Private First Class Bowe Bergdahl disappeared from
his remote outpost in Afghanistan. Military operations throughout eastern
Afghanistan came to a halt as thousands of soldiers were diverted from their
missions to search for the missing private. Rescue attempts proved unsuccessful
as the Taliban quickly smuggled Bergdahl to a safe haven in Pakistan. He would
endure five years of captivity before the U.S. successfully negotiated his return.
While initially hailed by some as a returning hero, a military investigation –
including accounts by those who searched for Bergdahl and Bergdahl’s own
admissions – made it clear that he had deserted his outpost intending to cause
an alert and that some of his fellow service members sustained life-shattering
injuries in the subsequent search. Deputy Prosecutor Jerrod Fussnecker will discuss
the three-year court-martial that ensued. Attendees will learn about the military
justice procedure, the discovery process of thousands of classified documents,
pretrial litigation concerning political influence on the case and more.

Exploring the Use of ‘Reps and Warranties’ 
Insurance in Mergers and Acquisitions
Tuesday, April 17, noon; Koppers Building

1 Substantive CLE credit
Indemnification in American M&A has been disrupted. Within the past five years,
the use of insurance policies to take the place of traditional indemnification
escrows has exploded. Today, “reps and warranties policies” are used in everything
from corporate strategic acquisitions to lower middle market deals. Despite
insurance carriers flooding the market to provide this in-demand product, little
information is available about the types of claims being paid out. As the originator
of the reps and warranties product in the U.S., AIG will provide information
regarding the latest trends in this rapidly evolving field.

Sexual Harassment in the Workplace: Me Too or Not Us?
Wednesday, April 18, noon; Koppers Building

1 Substantive CLE credit
In the age of the #MeToo movement, the topic sexual harassment – and the
sensitivities and dynamics that come with the topic – are in the spotlight more
than ever before. The seminar will address the effect of the #MeToo movement on
workplace sexual harassment complaints. The program will provide a perspective
from the bench and each side of the bar and will address what is and is not
considered sexual harassment, what employers should be doing to address
employee complaints and other timely topics in the area of sexual harassment.

Practicing Green: Want a Paperless Office? 
Ethical Considerations and Practical Tips

Friday, April 20, noon; Koppers Building
1 Ethics CLE credit

Environmental awareness is growing throughout society, including among
lawyers and their clients. Committing to a paperless office is a great way for
lawyers to reduce their environmental footprint and potentially save money. But
a paperless office comes with both practical and ethical hurdles. This panel
discussion will include practical tips, including an introduction to programs
available to the paperless practitioner, how to serve less tech-savvy clients and
other environmentally friendly modifications that can be made to your law
practice. Panelists also will discuss ethical issues associated with paperless
resources like cloud storage, email and file-sharing services.

A C B A

CLE

UPCOMING CLEs from the
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Register today!
www.acba.org/CLE-Events/Events-and-Programs
or 412-402-6614



and Lynne Finnerty have joined
Cafardi Ferguson Wyrick Weis +
Stotler, llc. Andy Gabriel heads the
new intellectual property practice at
the firm. He is a patent attorney with
extensive experience obtaining
patents for international Fortune 100
companies as well as smaller
companies and innovative startups,
predominantly in the areas of computer
software, robotics and industrial
equipment. Andy Gabriel also helps
clients with trademark registration,
IP acquisition and licensing, competitive
intelligence, landscape reports and
other IP-related matters, including
litigation. Chris Gabriel and Fera
have joined the public-sector labor,
employment and municipal law group.
Chris Gabriel has extensive 
experience representing county and
municipal government. Fera counsels
government clients on discrimination
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Andrew
Gabriel

People on the Move
Former Pennsylvania Gov. Tom

Corbett has joined Spilman Thomas &
Battle. Corbett will provide strategic
counsel to companies involved in
high-stakes litigation and advise
businesses and corporate executives
who are the target of government
investigations. He also will counsel
clients on public policy issues and
guide them through regulatory matters.
As a former U.S. Attorney for the
Western District of Pennsylvania and
a former attorney general, Corbett has
vast experience in conducting and
organizing highly successful and
complex investigations and litigation.
Since leaving office, he has taught at
Duquesne University Law School.

Tiffany R.
Waskowicz has
joined Campbell
Durrant Beatty
Palombo & Miller,
P.C. as a senior
associate attorney.
She focuses her
practice in the
areas of labor and
employment law
as well as general
litigation.

Andrew Gabriel, Christopher
Gabriel, Steve Gibbs, Stephanie Fera

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000. www.ForgeryID.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

MEDICARE
SET-ASIDES

SUSAN V. MASON, ESQ., MSCC – Protect your client,
your practice and extinguish exposure under the
Medicare Secondary Payer (MSP) Act. Personalized
service and expertise you can trust. 412-302-8880;
smason@firstreviewinc.com.

OFFICE
SPACE

REGENT SQUARE – 1 or 2 office spaces for rent in a 3
office suite. Secretary space also available. Call or text
George Pettrone at 412-398-6989.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

and harassment
claims, wrongful 
termination and
policies and 
procedures of
e m p l o y m e n t .
Gibbs focuses his
practice on com-
mercial litigation
and environmental
enforcement and
land-use matters.
He represents
clients in a broad
range of industries, including oil and
gas, finance, chemical, mining, 
manufacturing and alternative energy.
Finnerty focuses her practice on 
providing counsel to private and 
public entities in the areas of nuisance
abatement, zoning, land use, real
estate and contracts.

Cafardi Ferguson Wyrick Weis +
Stotler, llc has moved to the second
floor of their current building. They
are located at 2605 Nicholson Road,
Suite 2201, Sewickley, PA 15143.

Tiffany R.
Waskowicz

Christopher
Gabriel

Steve 
Gibbs

Stephanie
Fera

Lynne 
Finnerty

www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/type


	Committee offers FAQ on several marijuana questions
	Official Portrait
	Advice for those who are ready to run
	Board of Governors welcomes new members
	President’s Message: Inspire others by talking about the good work you do
	Judge Clark Recognition Reception
	Early neutral evaluation offers clients a reality check
	Planning Ahead CLE
	Taxation CLE
	Upcoming April PBI Continuing Legal Education
	Upcoming ACBA Continuing Legal Education
	Bar Briefs



