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AAA program
to share updates
on arbitration,
mediation fields

By Ron Cichowicz

For the first time in several years,
representatives of the American
Arbitration Association will travel to
Pittsburgh to provide updates on
recent developments in the fields of
arbitration and mediation. The AAA
provides a variety of alternative dispute
resolution services to those who wish
to resolve conflicts out of court,
including training neutrals, conducting
training programs and helping to
establish professional standards for
those practicing in the field.
The event will be held April 10 at

the Koppers Building in downtown
Pittsburgh. Panel discussions will
focus on employment and construction
law, two practice areas where changes
have been most pronounced.
“The AAA is the No. 1 provider of

arbitration and mediation services in
the country, so we are pleased to have
them return to Pittsburgh to share
their expertise, market their services
and have practitioners connect with
them,” said Jared Simmer, chair of the
ACBA Alternative Dispute Resolution
Committee. “We see this as a valuable
program and are also encouraging that
attorneys invite their clients to attend.”
Simmer, a practicing neutral and

AAA panel member, said many attorneys
got their first introduction to arbitration
and mediation when the local federal
district court launched a court-annexed
ADR program 10 years ago requiring
parties to engage in arbitration,
meditation or early neutral evaluation
before proceeding to trial, and
administering its own panels. 

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

SURVEY SAYS: Amanda Thomas proves to be a natural emcee as she quizzes participants during the YLD’s
annual trivia night. Held Feb. 21 in the downtown Rivers Club, “Family Feud: Judgment Day” offered an
opportunity to YLD members to socialize with members of the judiciary. See Page 9 for more photos.

YLD Family Feud: Judgment Day

Laura Bunting honored with 2019
Outstanding Young Lawyer Award
By Jim Spezialetti

From an early age, Laura Bunting
learned from her parents that a
strong work ethic and a quality
education are two ingredients needed
to be successful.
As a senior associate in the

Employment & Labor Practice Group
at Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick &
Raspanti, LLP, Bunting remains true
to her upbringing. Her service to the
legal profession, involvement in the
community and excellence in her
profession has earned her the 2019
Outstanding Young Lawyer Award.
She was presented the award at the

Young Lawyer Division annual meeting
in February. The nomination committee
for the YLD leadership board determines
the winner.
Bunting said it’s hard to put in

words what it means to receive the
award, but she did acknowledge the
award reflects the values she learned
from her family. Her mother’s family
was from the Ukraine. Bunting’s
mother was the first from her side of
the family to go to college.
“Education is the most important

thing to work toward,” Bunting said.
“You considered yourself lucky
enough to get an education and you
needed to apply yourself.”
Her father was a professor and her

mother was a librarian, so Bunting
always enjoyed reading and history.
She said those two interests have
helped her become a good advocate.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

Laura Bunting, a former YLD
chair and current member of the
ACBA Board of Governors, is the
recipient of the 2019 Outstanding
Young Lawyer Award.

After earning her law degree from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law, she clerked for the Hon. Arthur
J. Schwab of the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.
Bunting is a member, officer or

Board of Governors liaison to nearly
20 ACBA groups, including the Federal
Court Section, the ACBA Political
Action Committee, the Arts and the
Law Committee.
Although the award recognizes its

recipient’s contributions to the legal
profession, Bunting observed that the
more involved she became with the
bar association, the more the legal
community enriched her experience.
In particular, the connections she’s
made with colleagues and the insights
they’ve shared stand out to her.
“It was great to start to talk with

other attorneys. You get to talk to people
with various perspectives,” she said.
Joseph R. Williams, a partner with

Pollock Begg Komar Glasser & Vertz
LLC, nominated Bunting for the
award.
“I’ve always been passionate about

the award. The winners are always
deserving,” Williams said. “Every
year, I always consider who is an
outstanding young lawyer.”
This year, Williams – himself a

past recipient – had a very short list,
saying Bunting was his first and
only choice.
Williams has seen Bunting’s efforts

firsthand since 2011, when he served
on the YLD council. The two have Continued on page 8

worked together on various committees
and boards.
Williams said Bunting has chaired

numerous projects and programs and

Continued on page 7
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Michael D. McDowell, Esq.
Arbitrator and Mediator

labor • employment • securities
commercial • energy

www.ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

• Over Thirty Years of Experience 
in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
and Complex Litigation

• Member, National Academy of Arbitrators

PO Box 15054  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237

MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

March
Darth M. Newman ................412-436-3443

Ernest B. Orsatti ....................412-338-1145

April
Robert A. Cohen......................724-693-9696

Andrea Geraghty ....................412-456-2822

Stanley W. Greenfield ............412-261-4466
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. James Miller, Borkowski, J. .................................................................................................................Page 81
Criminal Appeal—Homicide (2nd Degree)—Sentencing (Legality)—Sentencing (Discretionary Aspects)—de facto Life Sentence—
Lack of Mitigation Expert

Former juvenile lifer convicted of second-degree murder is resentenced to a term of 43 years to life.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Edward Ramsey, Tranquilli, J. .............................................................................................................Page 84
Criminal Appeal—Guilty Plea—POSS/PWID—Sentence (Legality)—Improper Calculation of Prior Record—Merger of Sentences

Defendant challenges inclusion of juvenile adjudication in prior record score and imposition of two sentences for possession
of a combined fentanyl/heroin mixture that was a single drug delivery.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. John Harvard, Cashman, A.J. ...............................................................................................................Page 86
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Sentencing (Legality)—Alleyne—Mandatory Sentence—Second Strike—Previously Litigated

Defendant alleges that the use of certain sentencing factors to increase a mandatory sentence violates Alleyne v. United States.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Gary Edward Hopton, Cashman, A.J. ..................................................................................................Page 90
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—DUI—Ineffective Assistance of Counsel—Sentencing (Legality)—Probation Revocation—Birchfield—
Reinstatement of Appellate Rights—Retroactivity

PCRA petitioner’s request for resentencing based upon claim that he received higher penalties on his DUI conviction for refusing
blood testing in contravention of Birchfield is denied due to lack of retroactivity.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ESTADT

The recent nine-figure-contract signings by Mike Trout, Bryce Harper and Manny Machado might lead casual
baseball fans to assume that MLB players are happy with their current collective bargaining agreement, but
sports agent Jay Reisinger said the current CBA has been detrimental for good, “middle class” free agents,
who often must settle for contracts that are considerably below the value that their metrics would indicate.
Reisinger, right, and Sports Law Committee Chair Daniel Kunz touched on this and many other topics – including
how the Houston Astros’ attention to relatively new player metrics such as a pitcher’s spin rate and a batter’s
bat speed is paying huge dividends – during the March 15 ABCs of CBAs CLE program. 

ABCs of CBAs
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Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

a lot – it’s the tip of the iceberg,”
said Gretchen Kelly, who is the
first-year chair of the IOLTA board as
well as managing chief counsel in the
real estate/realty services legal
department of PNC Financial
Services Group.
“The number of people going

without services who would be eligible
for them but for the fact that there just
isn’t enough help to go around far out-
weighs the number who are helped.
There are lots of reasons for that –
cuts in federal funding is part of it.
Trying to break through and help all
the underserved populations is just a
huge challenge.”
There are a couple new IOLTA

fund-producing programs, the
Unclaimed and Unidentifiable Funds

program, and the Bank of America
Surplus Distribution Program.
As of last June, attorneys and

firms must turn over unclaimed or
unidentifiable IOLTA funds after
documenting for two years their
reasonable attempts to locate or
identify the owner of those funds.
Because of the required search period,
those funds might not flow into the
IOLTA account during the two-year
lag time unless some attorneys
already were documenting their
search for funds’ owners.
The Bank of America program is a

five-year revenue stream from a
settlement with that banking institution,
the U.S. Department of Justice and
six states, beginning with nearly $2.7
million distributed this cycle. The
organizations receiving the BoA
funds must use them for foreclosure-

prevention legal assistance and
community redevelopment.
IOLTA funding has remained fairly

steady since rebounding from the
recession and mortgage/housing crisis
several years ago. The IOLTA annual
report from a year ago showed $16.1
million in grants, but that was before
there were BoA funds.
In addition to issues earmarked for

BoA funds and other housing-related
issues – such as evictions and
deplorable conditions – the greatest
areas of need for IOLTA funds
include family law matters such as
divorce, child custody, child support,
domestic violence and protection-
from-abuse cases; the sealing of old
criminal records under the state’s new
Clean Slate Law; and immigration-
related matters.
In addition, the Loan Repayment

Assistance Program, started in 2017,
offers IOLTA funds to make it easier
for attorneys to choose lower-paying
legal aid paths by helping them manage
their student loans.
“Last year I was visiting Pitt and

talking to some folks in one of their
clinical programs, and one of the
students had the goal of going to work
for one of our grantee organizations,
which I thought was just awesome,”
Kelly said.
During the recession and mortgage

crisis era, housing issues sparked a
large need for IOLTA funds services.
That has changed.
“The growing area of need is

immigration law,” Griffin said. “The

Report details use of $21.1 million in IOLTA funds
By Shelly Anderson

Those who work for grantee
recipients of IOLTA funds will tell
you there is one constant when it
comes to the services they offer – need.
That is, the need for legal services
among low-income and disadvantaged
people is great.
“There have been national studies

done by the Federal Legal Services
Corp. about this, and my view of them
over the years also is that they haven’t
changed much,” said Barbara Griffin,
director of the ACBA’s Pro Bono
Center since 2007. “Most people with
low incomes aren’t able to find help
with their legal problems. Those
problems don’t go away. They change,
but they don’t go away.”
The Pro Bono Center’s largest

financial backing comes from its
IOLTA funds allocation, through the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
The recently released 2018 Interest

on Lawyers Trust Account Board
annual report outlines more than $21.1
million in grant money distributed
across the state. Over its history, the
Pennsylvania IOLTA program allocating
interest on trust accounts from the
State Supreme Court has awarded
more than $295 million in grants to
nonprofit legal aid organizations,
county bar associations and law
school clinical programs dedicated to
providing access to justice for those
who can’t afford legal representation.
“It’s incredibly valuable because

even with all we do – and I think we do

How Can Attorneys
Get the Most Out
of their IRAs and

Retirement Plans?

By running the numbers, attorneys who implement the best retire-
ment and estate planning strategies for their IRAs and retirement
plans achieve much better results than attorneys who wing it. Our
clients achieve financial security and peace of mind through the 
planning process. 

Our o�ce’s signature estate plan, Lange’s Cascading Beneficiary
Plan, allows the surviving spouse to decide whether to accept or 
disclaim, in full or in part, his or her share of the assets up to nine
months a�er the first spouse’s death.

Lange Legal Group, LLC provides free educational materials at
www.paytaxeslater.com/attorneys including:

• A download of Jim Lange’s book, Retire Secure!. “In Retire Secure!, CPA
and Attorney Jim Lange provides a road map for tax-e�cient retirement 
and estate planning.” — Charles R. Schwab

• A two-hour workshop titled How to Control from the Grave? Using 
Trusts to Protect Your Family.

• Jim’s 2018-2019 Tax Planning Card.

• Several articles on Roth IRA conversions, Wills and Trusts.

James Lange, CPA/Attorney and Matt Schwartz, Esq. have dra�ed 2,590 
Wills and Trusts. Their estate planning strategies have been endorsed by 
The Wall Street Journal (36 times), Newsweek and Kiplinger’s.

Financial Security. For Life.

2200 Murray Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412-521-2732 • www.paytaxeslater.com

To qualify for a complimentary initial consultation, 
please call and mention this ad.

From James Lange, CPA/Attorney and Matt Schwartz, Esq.

Regional recipients
Here’s a list of organizations in southwestern Pennsylvania that received
IOLTA funds in 2018. In cases where two figures are included, the second
figure represents additional funding from the Bank of America Surplus 
Distribution Program.
• Allegheny County Bar Foundation — $104,600
• KidsVoice Pennsylvania, Inc. — $62,700
• Legal Services for Immigrants & Internationals — $50,000
• Neighborhood Legal Services — $1,476,408, BoASDP $88,096
• Southwestern Pennsylvania Legal Services, Inc. — $480,498, 
BoASDP $216,616
• Women’s Center & Shelter Civil Law Project — $50,000
• Friends of Farmworkers — $370,754, BoASDP $53,717
• Duquesne University School of Law — $177,800
• University of Pittsburgh School of Law — $177,800

Continued on page 9
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The ACBA held another successful Members-Only Happy Hour – this time at Forbes
Tavern on Feb. 27. Pictured, from left, are Gretchen Kelly, ACBA President Bryan Neft and
Carol Mills McCarthy.

Members-Only Happy Hour
Cheers! When the ground floor of Forbes Tavern
quickly filled up, some ACBA members – including
husband and wife Emily Martino and Evan Vogini –
found a little more elbow room upstairs.

Erika Dowd, a former ACBA employee who is now a
Duquesne Law student, catches up with Marty Barron
of ACBA Video Services.

Event sponsors Bryan Barto of Westlaw (left) and Charles Georgi of FindLaw join Pauline
Calabrese and Bethany Notaro for a photo during the happy hour.

Bankruptcy attorney Tom Reilly and probate and
estate attorney Edwin Russell share a drink and
unwind after a day in the office.

The happy hours, which the ACBA holds in different
venues throughout the city, continue to be a big hit with
members. Mark your calendars: The next happy hour is
slated for Thursday, May 2, in the historic Dollar Bank
on Fourth Ave.

Market Your Practice Online with the ACBA
Need new clients? We’ll help bring them to you.

For information about how the Lawyer Referral Service can help more clients find YOU,
please contact Whitney Hughes at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org. For a closer look
at this unique Pittsburgh legal service, please visit www.GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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Hart honored with NKF’s humanitarian award
By Zandy Dudiak

Over the last three decades, P.
Brennan Hart has donated time and
expertise as a volunteer and advocate
for the National Kidney Foundation.
For Hart, a partner at Pietragallo

Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti,
LLP, the work is literally very close to
his heart – he was a living kidney
donor for his son.
Hart received the National Kidney

Foundation’s John V. Heher Gift of
Life Humanitarian Award at its Kidney
Gift of Life Gala earlier this month at
Heinz Field. The award recognizes
Hart for exemplifying the foundation’s
mission through his involvement and
dedication to the community and for
his contribution on a regional level to
the foundation and its community.
“He is overdue to receive this,” said

Erin Tuladzieck, executive director of
NKF Serving the Alleghenies, the
local chapter. “His passion for what he
does for our organization inspires me,
inspires our team.”
That passion dates back to the

1990s, when Hart learned his son
eventually would need a kidney
transplant. The family contacted NKF
to learn more. Hart saw other families
with loved ones needing new kidneys
and made it his mission to raise
awareness of kidney health and organ
donation through public education
and outreach programs.
Fortunately, Hart and his family

were able to consult with Dr. Thomas
E. Starzl, who’s considered the “father
of modern transplantation,” around
the time of his son’s transplant. Starzl

also was honored at this year’s gala
with the Legacy of Leadership Award
for exceptional leadership within the
medical or corporate community and
dedication to the NKF mission.
Hart has served as a board member

of the local chapter for more than
30 years – including four terms as
chairperson – and recently joined its
Kidney Outreach Committee. He was
instrumental in creating the NKF’s
Young Professionals Committee in
Pittsburgh, and is active in fundraising.

For the past five years, he has been a
member of the national foundation’s
board of directors, serving on the
Transplant Task Force and Public
Policy and Organ Donor Awareness
committees. 
Hart traveled to Washington, D.C.,

earlier this month as part of the NKF’s
Kidney Advocacy Committee to talk
with members of Congress about
legislation that is important to kidney
patients. He said the committee has
encouraged Congress for years to pay

for post-transplant anti-rejection drugs
for those without private insurance.
While Medicare pays for dialysis,
even for those under age 65, Hart said
anti-rejection drugs are covered for
only the first three years after
transplantation, which is “a big deal
if people can’t afford to keep their
meds going.”
This year, the foundation is focusing

on The Living Donor Protection Act,
which would prohibit discrimination
in the pricing or availability of life,
disability or long-term care insurance
for living donors, and would add living
donation to the Family and Medical
Leave Act. 
Hart said the foundation is working

with state legislators to get a
version of the Living Organ Donor
Protection Act passed in as many
states as possible so that it will be
both a federal and state law. The
foundation also is advocating for
increased federal funding in fiscal
year 2020 for a number of kidney-
related projects.
“(Hart’s) network is incredible,”

Tuladzieck said. “He is well respected
nationally and locally.”
Hart is a resource for others dealing

with kidney disease, and he counsels
patients and their families about
kidney donation. He advocates for
research to develop better anti-
rejection drugs (ones with few or no
side effects), use of a patient’s own
stem cells to regenerate portions of
the kidneys and development of
artificial kidneys.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

P. Brennan Hart receives the John V. Heher Gift of Life Humanitarian
Award during the National Kidney Foundation’s Kidney Gift of Life Gala
at Heinz Field on March 9. Hart is a partner at Pietragallo Gordon
Alfano Bosick & Raspanti, LLP.

Continued on page 7
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Written record of client understanding
practically silences claims of malpractice
By Andrew Jones and 

Jason Kayne

It is “black-letter law” in New York
that the four elements a plaintiff must
plead and prove to succeed on a legal
malpractice claim are: (1) the existence
of an attorney-client relationship; (2)
negligence on the part of the attorney
or some other conduct in breach of
that relationship; (3) that the attorney’s
conduct was the proximate cause of
the injury to the plaintiff; and (4) that
plaintiff suffered actual and
ascertainable damages. See Carmel v.
Lunney, 70 N.Y.2d 169 (1987).
However, of special importance is

proof of the “case within a case”
requirement necessary for a plaintiff
to establish that the attorney’s negligent
conduct proximately caused plaintiff’s
injuries. If a plaintiff cannot prove
that but-for the attorney’s conduct, he
or she would have succeeded in the
underlying action, or otherwise would
have achieved a better result, the legal
malpractice claim will be dismissed
regardless of a plaintiff ’s ability to
establish the remaining three elements.
In many cases, New York courts
commonly address proximate causation
without even delving into remaining
components of the legal malpractice
analysis in detail, particularly in
pre-answer dismissals.
Pennsylvania is similar in this

respect, but arguably goes further in

the “case within a case” analysis by
requiring plaintiffs to first establish
that they would have been successful
in the underlying action before
addressing the remainder of the legal
malpractice analysis. See Kituskie v.
Corbman, 552 Pa. 275, 278 (2015) (“It
is only after the plaintiff proves he
would have recovered a judgment in
the underlying action that the plaintiff
can then proceed with proof that the
attorney he engaged to prosecute or
defend the underlying action was
negligent in the handling of the
underlying action and that negligence
was the proximate cause of the
plaintiff ’s loss since it prevented the
plaintiff from being properly
compensated for his loss.”)
Importantly, this type of analysis by

the courts in both jurisdictions
becomes much more easily facilitated
when there exists a documentary
record of Plaintiff ’s understanding of
and agreement to choices made in
litigation and/or terms of a contract.
The recent New York Appellate

Division, First Department decision,

Knox v. Aronson, Mayefsky & Sloan,
LLP, 2018 NY Slip Op 09030 (1st Dept.
Dec. 27, 2018), which reversed denial
of a pre-answer motion to dismiss a
legal malpractice claim involving an
underlying divorce action, illustrates
this principle.

Knox v. Aronson, Mayefsky &
Sloan, LLP

In Knox, the plaintiff brought a
lawsuit in Supreme Court, New York
County against her former attorneys,
Aronson, Mayefsky & Sloan, LLP
(“AMS”), and successor counsel
Fredman Baken & Kosan, LLP
(“FBK”), who both represented her in
an underlying matrimonial action. She
alleged legal malpractice, breach of
fiduciary duty, fraud and violation of
judiciary law § 487. The Supreme
Court granted the CPLR § 3211
pre-answer motions to dismiss by
AMS and FBK to the extent that it
dismissed the breach of fiduciary
duty, fraud and judiciary law claims,
but denied AMS’ motion to dismiss the

legal malpractice claim. The Appellate
Division, First Department subsequently
reversed the lower court’s denial of
AMS’ legal malpractice claim, while
affirming the remainder of the lower
court’s decision.
AMS represented the plaintiff from

February through October 2013, and
defendant FBK thereafter represented
the plaintiff from January 2014
through June 2015. While represented
by AMS, the plaintiff entered into a
temporary stipulation with her husband
that gave her and the couple’s infant
daughter exclusive occupancy of the
couple’s Manhattan apartment and set
a schedule for visitation with the husband.
However, after obtaining her husband’s
consent, plaintiff moved with her
child to Greenwich, Conn., in what
was to be a temporary measure for her
to recover from foot surgery.
Thereafter, while plaintiff was

represented by FBK, the parties
entered into a stipulation of settlement
and were subsequently allocuted on
the record, stating that they understood
and were satisfied with the settlement
and with their attorneys’ representation.
The settlement provided for joint legal
custody of the child and required the
plaintiff to move back to Manhattan
by Sept. 1, 2014. This obligation was
deemed a “material term” of the
settlement, and the plaintiff agreed to
pay any fees incurred in enforcing

I know you came 
to mediation to

I’ve mediated over 700 cases. With skills 
built case by case and honed over years 
of experience, I have the knowledge to 
guide the parties to settlement.

I’ve mediated them all – class actions 
and multiple-party cases, numerous 
sexual harassment, discrimination, 
and other employment cases, plus 
commercial and tort cases, such as 
franchise, contract, construction, and 
business and corporate disputes.  
The list is long. 

I have seen firsthand the impact dispute 
resolution can have. I have lectured on 
mediation to Palestinian lawyers and 
judges in Ramallah and former child 
soldiers in Liberia.

Put my experience to work for your 
clients. Let me help you reach an 
agreeable solution for all parties.

SETTLE.
LOUIS B. KUSHNER

Alternative Dispute Resolution Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

(412) 338-1100 | www.rothmangordon.com

Liability insurance
Questions about Lawyers Professional Liability Insurance? Contact USI 
Affinity account executive Michelle Logan at michelle.logan@usi.com or 
412-851-5209. USI Affinity is the exclusive insurance broker for the 
Allegheny County Bar Association and one of the leading administrators of
bar association insurance programs across the country.

Continued on page 8
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Investment Advice offered through  
Fragasso Financial Advisors, a  
registered investment advisor.

For over four decades, Fragasso Financial Advisors 
has been focused on providing sound asset management and  

financial planning for our clients, who range from high net worth  
individuals to retirement plan sponsors and nonprofit institutions.  

It is our responsibility to understand the unique needs and challenges  
of each and every one of our clients, while at the same time delivering 
our services through an attentive and professional client experience.  

Contact us today for a complimentary second opinion… you owe  
it to yourself, your clients, your business and to your employees.

NEW Beaver 433 State Avenue, Beaver, PA 15009
Cool Springs 1001 Cool Springs Drive, Suite 400, Pittsburgh, PA 15234 

Downtown Pittsburgh 610 Smithfield Street, Suite 400, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
North Hills 11269 Perry Highway, Suite 430, Wexford, PA 15090
South Hills 1500 Oxford Drive, Suite 200, Bethel Park, PA 15102

Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 2,000 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 38 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

• Five years (2014-2018) Super Lawyers Selection

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

“Most attorneys must have a solid
understanding of arbitration and
mediation practice,” Simmer said.
“This program will benefit them as
well as those who might be interested
in serving as neutrals, either through
the AAA or one of the PAWD panels.” 
The program includes two simulta-

neous panels – one focusing on labor
and employment and the other on
construction law – from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.,
followed by an evening reception from
5:30 to 7. Attendees can select either
program, for CLE credits or not.
The session titled “Employment

and Labor Update-Arbitrators on the
Hot Seat” will feature Kenneth Egger,
AAA vice president for labor,
employment and elections. Egger will
provide a broad update on employment
and labor law before transitioning into
an “Arbitrators on the Hot Seat” panel
discussion, with participants addressing
substantive and procedural issues
raised in arbitration. 
Specific topics to be covered

include pre-hearing issues, arbitrability,
substantive determinations as to just
case and contract interpretation, and
ethical obligations imposed by the
Code of Professional Responsibility. 
“Our members seemed to be very

interested in this type of discussion,”
said Stan Mitchel, chair of the ACBA
Labor and Employment Law Section.
“We will be able to get the arbitrators’
perspectives as well as the perspectives
of the AAA. Additionally, this will
provide the arbitrators a chance to get
to know the AAA better. We talked to
several people who seemed to be using
the AAA quite a bit and, by having the
AAA here, maybe they’ll use them
even more.”

AAA PROGRAM
continued from front page To register

The program is free for law students who are members of the ACBA, 
$25 for other law students, $45 for ACBA members registering for CLE 
credit, $55 for non-ACBA members registering for CLE credit and $35 for 
non-lawyers. CLE registration includes the reception. Admission for the
reception is free for program registrants and $25 for all others.
For details or to register, see acba.org/CLE-Events/Event-Calendar.

The other session, “Selecting
Construction Arbitrators: Issues and
Considerations,” will feature a panel
led by AAA Vice Presidents Michael
Marra and Louis Martinez. They will
discuss key considerations in selecting
arbitrators for construction arbitration
proceedings from the point of view of
the AAA as well as that of arbitrators
and counsel. The program will be
particularly helpful for arbitrators, as
well as counsel involved in commercial
real estate and construction disputes.
“Arbitration is very helpful in the

construction industry,” said Sunu
Pillai, member of the ACBA Construction
Law Section. “Construction contracts
involve multiple parties and arbitration
panels in this area can include
representatives from construction.
Arbitration is very helpful in that it
can save both money and time. The
panel will provide not just legal but
also construction knowledge. 
“The topic is general enough so

that it is applicable beyond just
construction issues. “

Highlights of the panel will be
discussions around arbitrator
experience, case-management skills,
and approach to discovery and
dynamics within a tribunal.
The reception following the two

sessions provides an opportunity for
attendees to network with the AAA
representatives. Sponsored by
Thomson Reuters, the reception
will feature hors d’oeuvres and
beverages. 
Simmer said the ADR field has

been struggling to increase diversity
in the field of mediation, something
the ACBA ADR Committee has been
working on recently. He said he
hopes the evening reception will
provide the opportunity to learn what
initiatives the AAA has taken to
increase diversity on its panels of
those who practice as arbitrators
and mediators.
“We are wrestling with ways to

address underrepresentation,” he
said. “But solutions have proven
difficult.” n

“You can hope science keeps moving
forward,” he said. “But until it does,
you can actually reduce probably 70
percent of people with kidney disease
in the future with early detection (of
high blood pressure and diabetes).
There’s a huge push by the NKF to
encourage primary-care doctors to
run routine blood tests on their
younger patients. It hasn’t been the
case that with younger patients – with
people under 40 years of age, it’s not
routine to check.”
Hart’s son required a second

transplant, which also was made
possible through the generosity of a
living donor, and is doing well. 
“I would like to recognize other

living donors and especially altruistic
donors, like ACBA member Tom
McGinnis,” Hart said. 
Hart noted that the NKF always

needs volunteers. More information
about kidney disease and the foundation
is at kidney.org/pgh.
In addition to his work with the

NKF, Hart is the past president of the
Board of Governors of the Duquesne
University School of Law Alumni
Association and a member of
ACBA’s Judiciary Committee. He
serves on the Disciplinary Board of
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
and has been a member of the
Academy of Trial Lawyers for more
than 25 years. n

HART
continued from page 5

Begin your day with us at www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org
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this term. The agreement further
dictated that the husband was
required to pay FBK’s legal fees in the
sum of $20,000 on plaintiff ’s behalf,
and that the plaintiff was otherwise
“solely responsible for all legal and
professional fees” incurred in connection
with the matrimonial action.
The plaintiff failed to return to

Manhattan by the deadline, and
consequently her husband successfully
moved to compel her return, obtain
sole custody and for the plaintiff to
pay his attorneys’ fees. She then
proceeded to sue her former attorneys,
alleging that AMS was negligent in
two respects: 1) that AMS failed to
move for an attorneys’ fees in the
underlying matrimonial action resulting
in her failure to receive an award to
pay her attorneys; and 2) that AMS
permitted her to move to Connecticut,
for which she sought damages in
connection with defending her
husband’s motion to compel her
return to New York and future legal
actions to recover custody.
The First Department held that

AMS was not negligent in failing to
move for attorneys’ fees, given that
successor counsel FBK had ample
time to do so. More importantly, the
court noted that even if AMS was
negligent, that by agreeing as part of
the settlement to forego any award of
attorneys’ fees beyond the $20,000 she
received in the settlement, plaintiff
could not possibly prove that but-for
AMS’ conduct she would not have had
to pay her own attorneys’ fees.
With respect to the alleged advice

permitting plaintiff to move to
Connecticut, the court declined to
discuss the issue of liability, holding

WRITTEN RECORD
continued from page 6

that “[a]gain, this claim fails because
plaintiff ’s alleged damages were not
proximately caused by any advice
given by AMS, but rather by her own
subsequent failure to comply with the
terms of the settlement.”
The appellate division affirmed

dismissal of the breach of fiduciary,
fraud and judiciary law claims as
duplicative of the legal malpractice
cause of action, and also the dismissal
of all claims against FBK as barred by
res judicata, given that they were
previously litigated as a counterclaim
in a fee dispute between FBK and Knox.

Conclusion

There are several important lessons
that attorneys in all areas of practice
can take from this decision and others
in the long line of New York – and
Pennsylvania – case law establishing
the importance of proving proximate
cause in legal malpractice. Most
important of all is the significance of
creating a written record demonstrating
that a client understands what he or
she is agreeing to, when consulted on
strategy or advised with respect to
entry into a particular agreement. As is
evident in Knox and other legal
malpractice cases involving underlying
matrimonial actions, where a former
client enters into a stipulation of
settlement and is allocuted on the
record, stating that they understand
and agree to its terms and are satisfied
with their attorneys’ representation, it
practically obviates in-depth discussions
of liability. See Janker v. Silver,
Forrester & Lesser, P.C., 135 A.D.3d
908, 24 N.Y.S.3d 182 (2d. Dept. 2016);
Schiller v. Bender, Burrows & Rosenthal,
LLP, 116 A.D.3d 756, 983 N.Y.S.2d 594
(2d Dept. 2014); Harvey v. Greenberg,

82 A.D.3d 683, 683, 919 N.Y.S.2d 519
(1st Dept. 2011). Courts merely have
to review the transcript to understand
that there is no liability and a prospective
plaintiff who violates the terms of the
settlement causes their own damages
resulting therefrom.
When clients are clearly made

aware of what they are agreeing to,
such as in an allocution, it makes it
very difficult for a plaintiff to argue
negligence and causation when they
have communicated satisfaction with
their attorneys’ performance and that
their desires were fulfilled. This can
be effectuated by emailing clients after
phone calls and in-person meetings to
memorialize conversations had
between attorney and client and to
ensure the plaintiff ’s understanding
of what was discussed. While this
need not be done in every case, it is a
good practice to do so when substantive
conversations are held between
attorney and client, particularly when
they pertain to sensitive matters that
are important to the client.

Lastly, when, as AMS chose to do in
Knox, an attorney or firm wishes to
withdraw from representation, make
sure to take any necessary actions to
protect their client’s rights and move
for extensions where necessary, so
that successor counsel is not placed in
a time crunch or forced into a situation
where deadlines will be missed. When
successor counsel has no mess to
clean up and plenty of time to take
various strategic courses of action,
their representation can act as an
intervening cause should a former
client later become unsatisfied and
seek to pursue claims against original
counsel. n

Andrew Jones and Jason Kayne are part
of a team of 15 lawyers and paralegals
devoted to the defense of attorneys and
other professionals in malpractice and
disciplinary matters – as well as advising
insurers in professional liability matters,
including insurance coverage and litigation –
for the New York City-based law firm of
Furman Kornfeld & Brennan LLP.

makes sure that the end result benefits
everyone participating.
Bunting continues to be active in the

ACBA, serving as an elected member
of the board of governors and an
appointed member of the Federal
Court Section. Outside of the bar, she
volunteers her time as a member of
the Young Business Leaders Board of

LAURA BUNTING 
continued from front page

Family House and the Young Profes-
sional Advisory Board of the Emmaus
Community of Pittsburgh.
Her advice to young lawyers is to

always be curious. Her own curiosity
took her to London for one year of law
school before finishing at Pitt.
“There are lots of opportunities

through volunteering and networking,”
she said. “I am very thankful for being
an attorney.” n
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PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Don’t let the smiles
fool you – the 
competition is about
to heat up! From
left are “Family
Feud: Judgment
Day” participants
Leah Sell, Max
Walko, Judge
Michael Wojcik,
Emily Kinkead and
Sarah Steers.

current administration’s changes in
immigration law have made more
immigrants in need of legal services.”
Jamie Englert, director of immigration

legal services for Jewish Family and
Community Services, knows that all
too well.
IOLTA has been one of the JFCS’s

core fund sources for its family
immigration law work, through Legal
Services for Immigrants & Interna-
tionals. Because of those funds, JFCS
has expanded its reach into Butler
County, but the demand has grown as
immigration policies, enforcement
and awareness have changed.
“Since the (2016) election – and even

before that – and then (especially)
starting in 2017, we saw a steep
increase in both the need for services
and people who have concerns,”
Englert said.
“Everything across the board with

the work that we do became a little bit
more complex with the changes in the
policy implementation.”
JFCS gets cases on its own but also

has cases on referral from Griffin and
the Pro Bono Center, which in addition
to handling cases often directs people
in need to other organizations with
specialties, such as immigration
matters to JFCS or family law matters
to Neighborhood Legal Services.
“We can be a clearinghouse for people

who need help,” Griffin said. “That’s
thanks in large part to IOLTA funds.” n

IOLTA FUNDS
continued from page 3

Most people with low incomes aren’t able
to find help with their legal problems. Those
problems don’t go away. They change, but
they don’t go away.

– Barbara Griffin

“

”

YLD Family Feud: Judgment Day

Several judges joined in the night’s activities,
including, from left, Judges Gregory Taddonio,
Carlota Böhm and Cathy Bissoon.

Terri Urbash, Jessica Tapia and Patty Walzer of sponsor
Network Deposition Services were among those enjoying
the event. The Feb. 21 networking event attracted over
55 participants.
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In Memoriam

You want protection from the dangers— 

and help with the disasters—of electronic data.

We get it.

We get it.
SM

437 Grant Street, Suite 1250  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15219  |  412-325-4033  |  bit-x-bit.com

Count on our experts to relentlessly secure your electronic data—day in, day out and 
in response to any event. With our integrated services, we’ll help you understand your 
risk, clean up your archives and guard your data to protect your company—before 
incidents occur. And should you need digital forensics and e-discovery, we have the 
most powerful and efficient tools at hand. So if you’re looking for peace of mind, talk 
to bit-x-bit. We get it.
For ten years, bit-x-bit has been exclusively endorsed by the ACBA for e-discovery and digital forensics.

Robert Raphael
By Carol A. Behers

What is a mensch? The Yiddish
term “mensch” refers to a person who
can be relied on to act with an honor
and integrity, a person who is kind and
considerate, a person to look up to and
who acts with compassion, self-
restraint and humility, never really
looking for recognition. 
Robert Raphael died on Jan. 14,

2019, at the age of 96, at home
surrounded by family. The world was
a better place for all who had the
privilege of knowing him.
Mr. Raphael was the founding

partner of Raphael, Ramsden &
Behers, the firm from which he
retired in 2009. He was unofficially
known as the “Father of Family Law,”
having been involved in the writing of
the Pennsylvania Divorce Code of
1980, bringing much-needed reform
to family law. Pennsylvania Superior
Court Judge Eugene Strassburger
reflected on Mr. Raphael’s impact on
family law by recalling how the judge,
Mr. Raphael and a small group of
practitioners met in the Judge’s
chambers every single day at lunch
time for an entire month to draft the
very first set of support guidelines.
The irony of his practice area was

his dedication to marriage. His widow,
Phyllis Raphael – with whom he
practiced law – died in 1988. He was
married to Gail Sanger Raphael, also
a lawyer, for 28 years, and she was a

devoted wife and his best friend. He
was a loving father to two wonderful,
intelligent daughters, Edith and Lauren.
He adored his grandchildren and
step-grandchildren.
Mr. Raphael graduated in 1950

from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law, and his career spanned
more than 50 years. He was the
president of the ACBA, president of

PBI, president of the Pennsylvania
Chapter of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers and vice-president
of the National Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers. He received the ACBA’s
Philip Amran Award in 2008 and
was so honored, as he knew Philip
personally. He authored several books
and publications. His accolades are
too numerous to list.
Mary Sue Ramsden fondly recalled

her law partner as a person who loved
life and loved the practice and profession
of law.
“Robert taught others by example,

to always strive for excellence in the law,
and to never compromise their integrity
or professionalism,” Ramsden said.
He had a quick wit and a sharp

mind, and he loved to tell a good story!
He was a mentor to many lawyers.
Even lawyers who opposed him in
court often learned from him during a
case. And he was a true feminist.
“Women lawyers who worked for and
with Bob never knew the meaning of
the glass ceiling,” said Elisabeth
Molnar, partner of Raphael, Ramsden
& Behers.
James Mahood of Wilder Mahood

McKinley & Oglesby spoke fondly of
Mr. Raphael.
“Bob Raphael was a gentleman of

good and courteous conduct,” Mahood
said. “Civil and fair to younger opposing
counsel, he made us look better than
we were. Bob was a sweetheart, well
loved by his many friends.”

Another longtime friend and colleague,
David Pollock, said the legal community
lost an incredible person.
“Bob’s passing has left a void in my

heart. From the beginning of my legal
studies and career in the 1970’s Bob
was a welcoming ear and spirit to
me,” Pollock said. “He taught me
dignity, honesty, dependability and
gentlemanly conduct. Bob taught the
value of the handshake of assent and
friendship. Bob Raphael taught
judges, attorneys, legislators and the
public about the law as it was formulated
and how it was to evolve. We lost a
giant. I lost a friendly warm smile and
welcoming handshake every time I
saw him.”
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice

Max Baer, a former administrative judge
of the Family Division, remembered
Mr. Raphael as “always gracious and kind,
and he paid attention to the littlest
people, as he did to the largest people.”
Raphael left an indelible mark on

the legal community and on the hearts
of those who knew and loved him. He
truly was a mensch.
The family has requested memorial

contributions to the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law “Robert
Raphael Fund” Attention: Lauren
Wiater, 3900 Forbes Avenue, 218 Barco
Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15260. n

Carol A. Behers practices all aspects of
family law with Raphael, Ramsden &
Behers, P.C.

Robert Raphael
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

How Nonprofit Boards Should Manage 
Harassment Issues 
Thursday, April 4  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1.5 Substantive credits and .5 Ethics credit

Employment and Labor Update – 
Arbitrators on the Hot Seat
Part of “American Arbitration Association comes to the ACBA” event 
Wednesday, April 10  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

Selecting Construction Arbitrators: 
Issues and Considerations
Part of “American Arbitration Association comes to the ACBA” event

Wednesday, April 10  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

Everything You Need to Know about Pa.’s New 
Collaborative Law Act 
Thursday, April 11  |  2 p.m.  |  Allegheny HYP Club
1 Substantive credit and 1 Ethics credit

Police Misconduct Update: SCOTUS, Third Circuit 
and Western District 
Tuesday, April 16  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

On Tour: Trends in Legal Research 
Wednesday, April 17  |  5 p.m.
Crowne Plaza Suites Pittsburgh South
1 Substantive credit

The Do’s and Don’ts of Family Law Master’s Practice 
Thursday, April 25  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

Taking an Appeal to the Pa. Superior Court 
Thursday, April 25  |  3 p.m.  |  Reed Smith Centre
1 Substantive credit and 1 Ethics credit

Compliance Period Blues Got You Down?  
Friday, April 26  |  11 a.m.  |  ACBA Offices
Up to 2 Substantive credits and 1 Ethics credit

Oil and Gas Well Plugging Liability in Pennsylvania 
Friday, April 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

Tips and Tools to Tackle Vicarious Trauma 
Monday, April 29  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1.5 Ethics credits

A View from the Bench: Third Circuit Judges 
Present Notable Cases of 2018 
Tuesday, April 30  |  2:30 p.m.  |  Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
2 Substantive credits

In the Squared Circle: 30 Years of Representing WWE 
Wednesday, May 1  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online Offerings:

Asylum Law for Non-Immigration Lawyers     
2 Substantive credits

Cryptocurrency Contingency: Planning and Administering the 
Digital Estate      
1 Substantive credit

Current Practice Issues        
1 Substantive credit

Sex With Clients     
1 Ethics credit

Transitioning Your Practice: The Mind, the Money and the Rules        
1 Ethics credit

57th Annual Bench-Bar Conference
June 13 - 15  |  Seven Springs Mountain Resort

Up to 8 CLE credits  |  Up to 8.5 CJE credits

Registration opens April 1. www.ACBABenchBar.com.

The Road Ahead: Our Autonomous Future 
Friday, May 3  |  11:30 a.m.  |  Koppers Building
1.5 Substantive credits and .5 Ethics credit

         State Wage Payment Law Trends 
         and Emerging Issues 
          Friday, May 10  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
              CJE credit  |  1 Substantive credit

Ethical Considerations in Drafting Contracts 
Monday, May 20  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

E-filing in Allegheny County Orphans’ Court 
Thursday, May 23  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit
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clients on oil-,
gas- and mineral-
related transaction
matters, including
title examination,
due diligence
activities, curative
work and the
acquisition and
disposition of oil
and gas fee and
leasehold assets.

Jessica L.
Rosenblatt has
joined Gentile,
Horoho & Avalli,
P.C. as an associ-
ate. A family law
attorney, Rosen-
blatt’s experience
includes divorce,
support, custody,
equitable distribu-
tion and adoption.

Sammy Sugiura
has joined Edgar
Snyder & Associates
as an employment
law attorney. He
has represented
clients in all phases
of employment
and labor law
cases, including
the administrative
agency process,
mediation, arbitra-
tion, trial and

News and Notes
T a m m y  

Singleton-English
recently was a
panelist at a 
mentoring event
for young women
who are beginning
their careers,
changing careers
or re-entering the
work force. 
Organized as a
community service
project by the
Pittsburgh South

Hills Alumnae Chapter of Delta Gamma,
the panel consisted of professional women
working in fields such as accounting,
law, medicine and communications.
Singleton-English is the founder of
Singleton-English Law Offices, which
concentrates on tax, estate planning
and probate matters.

People on the Move
Richard Julius has been promoted

to litigation partner at Cordell &
Cordell. Julius is a divorce attorney.

Jake Oresick has joined Creenan &
Baczkowski, P.C. as an associate. He
practices in the area of civil litigation.

Rachel E. James has joined Babst
Calland as a shareholder. As a member
of the firm’s energy and natural
resources group, she represents energy

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified 
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

NORTH HILLS CONFERENCE
AND OFFICE CENTER

CONFERENCE ROOMS AVAILABLE: Arbitrations, 
Mediations, Negotiations, Meetings. OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE: Solo Practitioners, Small Firms; Daily,
Monthly, Yearly Rentals; Newly renovated, convenient 
location, free parking, kitchen. 412-367-7710.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 

Lack experience in a specific area but 
don’t want to turn down a potential case?

Work with attorney Bob Garber.
• Family Law   • Non-violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933  |  412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

REFER A CASE, KEEP YOUR CLIENT

“I’ll bring my 42 years of experience, expertise and 

credibility to the table and will even handle the case. 

You keep the satisfied client.” – Bob Garber

appeal. He has taken nearly 100 jury
and nonjury trials to verdict.

Michael K.
Feeney, R. Kent
Hornbrook and
Cassidy L. Neal
have been elected
shareholders at
Matis Baum
O’Connor. They
are civil litigators
with an emphasis
in health care liti-
gation. 

Kristin L.
Pieseski, shareholder, has joined
Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman
& Goggin as a member of its health
care department. Pieseski focuses her
practice on the defense of medical and
dental malpractice matters. Throughout

her career, she has
represented the
interests of physi-
cians, hospitals,
nurses, home health
agencies and other
health care providers
in professional lia-
bility litigation,
licensure matters
and staff privi-
leges disputes in
Western and Central
Pennsylvania.

Change in Status
By Order of the Supreme Court of

Pennsylvania, attorney Andrew
Clayton Hughey has been reinstated
to active status as a member of the
Bar of this Commonwealth. The
reinstatement took effect on Feb. 25.

By Order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Chiara F.
Orsini has been reinstated to active
status as a member of the Bar of this
Commonwealth. The reinstatement
took effect on Feb. 25.

By Order of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, attorney Chelsy Michal
Gevas has been reinstated to active
status as a member of the Bar of this
Commonwealth. The reinstatement
took effect on Feb. 25.

Tammy
Singleton-
English 

Rachel E.
James

Jessica L.
Rosenblatt 

Sammy
Sugiura 

Michael K.
Feeney

R. Kent
Hornbrook 

Cassidy L.
Neal 

Kristin L.
Pieseski

If you have an idea for an article,
please contact Brian Estadt at
bestadt@acba.org.
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