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Step into the ring with Jerry McDevitt
at WWE-themed CLE May 1
By Brian Knavish

K&L Gates attorney Jerry McDevitt
has gone to trial against the federal
government and won. He’s successfully
represented clients – one high-profile
client in particular – in libel suits,
sexual harassment claims, concussion-
based lawsuits and an array of
intellectual property matters.

McDevitt has made quite a career
in the crazy world of professional
wrestling, serving as Chief Outside
Counsel for the WWE and as the
personal attorney for the company’s
chairman, Vince McMahon, for some
three decades.

Now, ACBA members can step into
the ring with McDevitt and hear the
behind-the-scenes stories – and legal
strategies – from an array of high-
profile cases when he presents: “In
the Squared Circle: 30 Years of
Representing WWE” on Wednesday,
May 1, at 4 p.m. in the Koppers Building
Conference Center. A networking
reception, sponsored by Shrager
Defense Attorneys, will follow the
two-credit CLE.

“I hope to make it a fun and inform-
ative couple hours of what it is really
like to be an ‘entertainment lawyer’
for an iconic brand and America’s
greatest showman,” McDevitt said.

For many wrestling fans – particularly
those with an interest in the legal field –
McDevitt is almost as much of a
celebrity as are the wrestlers, themselves. 

“I grew up watching Hulk Hogan,
Andre the Giant and the other icons of
professional wrestling,” attorney
David Shrager said, explaining why
his firm is sponsoring the event. “To
be able to learn the backstories from a
legal legend like Jerry is very exciting.”

Allegheny County prosecutor Grant
Olson was among the first to register
for the event. A longtime wrestling
fan, Olson has read about many of the
situations McDevitt will discuss, but
he’s familiar with those matters as a
fan, not an attorney. Getting to hear
the legal specifics of these matters is
what prompted him to register. 

“Imagine all of the insight, the stories
that Vince McMahon’s personal
attorney must have,” Olson said. 

McDevitt, a Johnstown native, is a
former Marine Corps Lieutenant and
a 1980 Duquesne Law graduate. He has
worked for K&L Gates – previously
known as Kirkpatrick & Lockhart – for
his entire career. 

His client list extends far beyond
the WWE. He won the first verdict
holding a second party responsible
for a suicide in U.S. history. He also
represented Dr. Cyril Wecht, the
internationally known forensic

pathologist, who was facing federal
charges for using public property to
further a private autopsy business (all
charges were dropped). He even won
an ACBF Pro Bono Award in 1990 for
representing a death row inmate.

But, clearly, it’s the WWE matters
that have gained him the most attention.

At the May 1 event, McDevitt will
detail how his relationship with WWE

No CLE. No Seminar.
Just Happy Hour.

Network with your ACBA 
colleagues in one of
Pittsburgh’s most iconic 
buildings, at the Dollar Bank 
Heritage Center in the historical 
Fourth Avenue Building.

$5 in advance, 
$10 at the door.
Includes appetizers, 
beer and wine.

Register online at
www.ACBA.org or 
call 412-261-6161.

Presented by

Thursday, May 2 from 5 - 7 p.m.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WWE

Continued on page 8
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

April
Andrea Geraghty ....................412-456-2822

Stanley W. Greenfield ............412-261-4466

May
Dan Fitzsimmons ..................412-350-4407

Michael M. Lyons ..................412-741-6234

Paul A. Supowitz  ....................412-624-2901
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A panel comprised of – from left – Peter
Ennis, Jean Novak, Clare Gallagher &
Christopher Ramsey prepares to speak
at the “How Nonprofit Boards Should
Manage Harassment Issues” CLE on
April 4. The ACBA Arts & the Law and
Exempt Organization committees, along
with the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council,
hosted the CLE in the Koppers Building
Conference Center. Ennis said they
chose to focus on nonprofits because
they are often run informally and rarely
have a dedicated human resources
department, which can lead to uncertainty
when harassment issues arise. More
than three dozen people registered for
the CLE.

Nonprofit Boards and Harassment
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Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

“We’re authorized to investigate it
and take enforcement actions,” said
Amy Schulman, senior deputy attorney
general who serves on the UPL
Committee. “It’s not an academic
concern; there are real implications of
the unauthorized practice of law.”

Fitzsimmons and Schulman stress
that the committee’s focus is to protect
people from being disadvantaged by
relying on someone who is not authorized
to help them. Boiled down, they are
asking lawyers to participate in a “see
something, say something” movement.
It’s as easy as sending an email or
making a phone call.

“We’re not trying to drum up
business, if you will,” Fitzsimmons
said. “We’re just trying to make people
aware we’re there; there’s a reason
we’re there.”

Social media and websites that
offer services listings make it easy for
nonlawyers to find clients who might
not realize they are at a disadvantage
by not hiring an attorney, Fitzsimmons
and Schulman said, and yet the UPL

Committee recently has been more
likely to hear crickets than complaints.

It’s not just locally that reportage
is down.

“Our number of complaints has
significantly dropped over the years,”
said Kathryn Silcox, one of three
chairs of the Pennsylvania UPL
Committee and a magisterial district
judge in Cumberland County. “We don’t
know if the attorneys aren’t recognizing
UPL. We don’t know if people aren’t
aware of us, that they should be
complaining to us. We’re not really
sure what’s happening.”

Some of the more common areas
where nonlawyers are offering
unauthorized services include
immigration, divorce, estate planning
and, when there are large-scale property
reassessments, representation during
the appeals process.

On the reassessment appeals front,
Fitzsimmons said there have been
instances of people obtaining lists of
property owners who have filed appeals
and then directly reaching out to them.

In some cases, perhaps people
don’t realize they are providing
services that should be limited to
attorneys. Fitzsimmons said there also
are instances where suspended or
disbarred attorneys continue to
practice. Silcox added that sometimes
paralegals overstep.

When a complaint is lodged, the
UPL Committee investigates and, if
deemed necessary, takes action. That
could be as simple as a warning.

“Many times, just talking to that
person and making them aware that
what they’re doing is not permitted
will solve the problem,” Fitzsimmons
said. “They might not realize that
what they’re doing is the equivalent to
the practice of law. They may not realize
that it’s covered by a statute that
provides criminal penalties.”

Sometimes, cases are referred on
for possible criminal or civil action.

Schulman pointed out that recently
Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh
Shapiro’s Bureau of Consumer Protection
filed a lawsuit against a Philadelphia
man who is accused of posing as an
attorney and scamming people out of
at least $20,000 for immigration
assistance he never provided after he
solicited business at religious services.

“This defendant took advantage of
people who were seeking legal aid to
properly become American citizens
and provide better lives for
themselves and their families,”
Shapiro said in a statement. “He
abused the trust people place in their
attorneys, scammed Pennsylvanians
out of their money and abused the
privilege of close relationships with
our immigrant community.”

Tips and complaints from lawyers
to the ACBA’s UPL Committee could
help target such unscrupulous actors.

Fitzsimmons, who also is on the
state UPL Committee, pointed out
that there are no repercussions to

Unauthorized-practice-of-law reports are down.
That’s not necessarily a good thing.
By Shelly Anderson

Dan Fitzsimmons would like to be
an optimist. As chairman of the
ACBA’s Unauthorized Practice of Law
Committee, he would like to think that
what he describes as a “noticeable
decline” in complaints to the committee
from local lawyers is a good thing.

However…
“For the last several years, there’s

been very little activity in terms of
people making complaints to the
committee about individuals who are
engaging in the unauthorized practice
of law. It could be because people are
behaving themselves – or it could be
because people aren’t aware of the
committee and wouldn’t know where
to turn if they had that sort of
complaint,” said Fitzsimmons, chief
trial deputy with the county district
attorney’s office.

He’s leaning toward the latter reason.
“I have to think that there are people

out there engaging in the unauthorized
practice of law.”

Fitzsimmons and others thought
it might be a ripe time for a refresher
on the UPL Committee. Any attorney
who sees a possible instance of
someone offering services or 
performing duties that should be
restricted to those licensed to practice
law is encouraged to inform the 
UPL Committee.

How Can Attorneys
Get the Most Out
of their IRAs and

Retirement Plans?

By running the numbers, attorneys who implement the best retire-
ment and estate planning strategies for their IRAs and retirement
plans achieve much better results than attorneys who wing it. Our
clients achieve financial security and peace of mind through the 
planning process. 

Our o�ce’s signature estate plan, Lange’s Cascading Beneficiary
Plan, allows the surviving spouse to decide whether to accept or 
disclaim, in full or in part, his or her share of the assets up to nine
months a�er the first spouse’s death.

Lange Legal Group, LLC provides free educational materials at
www.paytaxeslater.com/attorneys including:

• A download of Jim Lange’s book, Retire Secure!. “In Retire Secure!, CPA
and Attorney Jim Lange provides a road map for tax-e�cient retirement 
and estate planning.” — Charles R. Schwab

• A two-hour workshop titled How to Control from the Grave? Using 
Trusts to Protect Your Family.

• Jim’s 2018-2019 Tax Planning Card.

• Several articles on Roth IRA conversions, Wills and Trusts.

James Lange, CPA/Attorney and Matt Schwartz, Esq. have dra�ed 2,590 
Wills and Trusts. Their estate planning strategies have been endorsed by 
The Wall Street Journal (36 times), Newsweek and Kiplinger’s.

Financial Security. For Life.

2200 Murray Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412-521-2732 • www.paytaxeslater.com

To qualify for a complimentary initial consultation, 
please call and mention this ad.

From James Lange, CPA/Attorney and Matt Schwartz, Esq.

How to report UPL
To report suspected cases of the
unauthorized practice of law, email
UPL Committee liaison Jann Dalton
at jdalton@acba.org.

Continued on page 6
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LawPay is a registered agent of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., Concord, CA and Citizens Bank, N.A., Providence, RI.

888-934-0754 or visit lawpay.com/acba
Special offer for
bar members.
Call for details

Trusted by more than 35,000 firms and
Rated ‘5-Star’ on

In our firm, it's actually fun to do our 
billings and get paid. I send our bills 
out first thing in the morning and 
more than half are paid by lunchtime. 
LawPay makes my day!

 – Cheryl Ischy, Legal Administrator
Austin, Texas

LAWPAY IS
FIVE STAR! 

Getting paid should be the easiest part of your 
job, and with LawPay, it is! However you run your 
firm, LawPay's flexible, easy-to-use system can 
work for you. Designed specifically for the legal 
industry, your earned/unearned fees are properly 
separated and your IOLTA is always protected 
against third-party debiting. Give your firm, and 
your clients, the benefit of easy online payments 
with LawPay.

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS

PAYMENT INBOX

INVOICE PAID
receipts@lawpay.com

$775.00

INVOICE PAID
receipts@lawpay.com

$1,500.00

INVOICE PAID
receipts@lawpay.com

$900.00

PAYMENT RECEIVED

Now accept check payments online 
at 0% and only $2 per transaction!
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Detailed retainer agreements offer protection
when engaged in limited-scope representation
By Shari Sckolnick

Since the cost of “full service”
representation is cost-prohibitive for
many, it is not uncommon for clients to
retain an attorney to perform designated
legal services. In the corporate world,
it’s also not uncommon for corporate
clients to divide legal representation
into discrete tasks and to retain different
lawyers to perform specialized and
specific legal services.

A limited-scope retainer is a retainer
agreement wherein the client agrees
that the attorney will provide legal
services for part, but not all, of the
client’s legal matter. Common examples
include a pro se litigant retaining an
attorney to “ghost write” pleadings, a
consultation to evaluate the legal
merit of a potential claim; or an
engagement to provide tax advice on a
corporate transaction.

Limited-scope retainers clearly
provide benefits to both attorneys and
clients. For clients, LSRs reduce the
cost of legal services and provide
options. Clients aren’t forced to choose
between “full service” representation
or no representation. For attorneys,
LSRs provide an opportunity to
expand their client base and to tailor
their practice’s focus. 

However, LSRs carry certain risks,
especially to attorneys who do not
clearly communicate the limited
nature of the legal work they’re agreeing
to perform. If a scope of one’s retention
is not effectively communicated to a

client, a lawyer may, unwittingly, be
held liable for failing to perform
duties that were outside of the limited
retention originally anticipated.

To avoid risks stemming from
unclear communication regarding the
scope of the retention, it’s vital that
every attorney prepare a written
retainer agreement clearly articulating
the scope of the representation. An
attorney should carefully review the
ethical requirements and rules for
entering into a LSR in his or her
specific jurisdiction before entering
into such an engagement. While
requirements vary by jurisdiction, at a
minimum, the retainer should be in
writing, describe the limited work the
attorney is retained to perform and
reflect the client’s informed consent
to the arrangement. Depending on the
circumstances, the attorney should
consider including a statement of what
legal services will not be provided. The
retainer also should include a
statement of who is in charge of filing
documents (if applicable), of how
disbursements are to be treated and of
how fees are to be calculated and paid.
As with any retainer, it’s important
that the agreement describe the
circumstances in which the engagement
is completed or in which the attorney
is entitled to withdraw. If the client
seeks further assistance from the
attorney after the original matter is
completed, the attorney must be sure
to draft a new full or limited-scope
retainer.

Just recently, in Attallah v. Milbank,
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, LLP, 2019
NY Slip Op00583 (App. Div)., the
Supreme Court of the State of New
York, Appellate Division, Second
Department, issued a decision finding
that a firm’s detailed and limited
retainer agreement with a client
precluded the client’s later malpractice
suit. In Attallah, the defendant law
firm agreed to assist a client on a pro
bono and limited basis to “investigate
and consider options that may be
available to urge administrative
reconsideration of ” the client’s
expulsion from the New York College
of Osteopathic Medicine. After the
college refused to reconsider the
client’s dismissal, the client commenced
a legal malpractice against the defendant
firm for failing to negotiate adminis-
trative reconsideration on the plaintiff’s
behalf and failing to commence
litigation against the college, among
other things. In general and in New
York, an attorney may not be held
liable for failing to act outside the
scope of a retainer agreement. See
Ambase Corp. v. Davis Polk & Wardell,
8 N.Y.3d 428 (2006). In rejecting the
client’s claim in Attallah, the court
heavily relied upon the detailed and
written letter of engagement, which
clearly delineated the limited scope
of legal services that the firm agreed
to provide.

Similarly, in Jones v. Bresset, 47 Pa.
D. & C.4th 60(C.P. 2000), the court
found that a Pennsylvania attorney

who was retained for limited purpose
of obtaining an accounting from his
client’s former attorney was not liable
to the client for failing to file suit
against the former attorney for
malpractice. In dismissing the
plaintiff ’s malpractice claims, the
court again relied on the attorney’s
clearly defined retainer agreement
and written notice to the client that
the representation would not include
filing a malpractice suit.

In contrast, a Nevada plaintiff
sued her attorney for failing to file a
personal-injury action against her
husband after she attended a consul-
tation regarding same. The lawyer
agreed to evaluate the case but
claimed that she told the client that
she would not bring the action. Since
the attorney did not have any written
documentation or any concrete evidence
of the limited scope of her retention,
the court found that there were issues
of fact precluding summary judgment
dismissal of the client’s malpractice
claim. See Allyn v. McDonald, 910
P.2d 263, 265 (1996).

In sum, clear client communication
and written documentation evidencing
the same, is the best way to reduce
possible risk when working on a limited-
retainer matter. As the above cases
illustrate, a comprehensive and written
retainer agreement can prevent
attorneys from being imposed with
unintended duties. At a minimum, it is

At Fragasso Financial Advisors,  
our clients’ goals are our goals. Their concerns are  
our concerns. Each interaction with us is personalized  
and professional. We have the knowledge and skills  
to navigate through current financial challenges  
and those challenges yet to come along one's  
financial journey. Call us today to set up a  
no-obligation, no cost consultation.

SERVICES: 
Business Succession Planning
Charitable and Family Gifting Strategy  
Education Funding 
Employer Retirement Plan Management
Estate Planning 
Fiduciary Partnership 
Holistic Financial Planning
Income Tax Reduction Strategies 
Investment Management   
Life Insurance 
Long-Term Care Cost Analysis 
Personal Retirement Planning 
Stock Option Management

WILLIAM WOLFE, CFP®, AIF®
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor
North Hills Of ce, Wexford

4 1 2.2 2 7.3 2 0 0   |   F R AGA S S OA DV I S O R S.CO M

Investment Advice offered through Fragasso  
Financial Advisors, a registered investment advisor.

We guide. For life.®

Continued on page 6
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ndsreporting.com  •  866-565-1929

Our additional services include:
Interactive Depositions, Web Depositions

& Online Scheduling and Repository

Pittsburgh-based firm:
bringing you the best and latest technology!

Team up with your local resource
for all of your litigation needs. 

15% OFF ALL AMERICAN
BAR ASSOCIATION BOOKS
Allegheny County Bar Association members save 
15% off the general public price on every book 
available on the American Bar Association webstore!

Visit ShopABA.org and use our 
special discount code ACBAR today.

alerting any UPL Committee about a
potential case.

“People might be concerned about
getting involved. It’s anonymous,”
he said. Silcox – who added that the
state UPL Committee is seeking
additional members – practically
pleaded for attorneys to be vigilant
and take the simple step of filing a
complaint.

“Let us know. We’ll take it,” she
said. “You don’t have to do any
research. You don’t have to call them,
get involved in any way. Put it on
our radar.” n

UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE
continued from page 3

vital that attorneys properly communicate
the limited nature of the legal work
they are agreeing to provide, any costs
or fees, and the circumstances under
which the attorney’s representation
will be deemed to be complete. n

Shari Sckolnick is part of a team of 15
lawyers and paralegals devoted to the
defense of attorneys and other profes-
sionals in malpractice and disciplinary
matters – as well as advising insurers in
professional liability matters, including
insurance coverage and litigation – for
the New York City-based law firm of
Furman Kornfeld & Brennan LLP.

RETAINER AGREEMENTS
continued from page 5

NEW MEMBER BENEFIT:

Discount on
Tabs3 practice
management 
software

Given the nature of the profession,
attorneys typically excel at, well,
practicing law. Managing their
practices, however, can be a chore. 

To help lawyers and firms of all
sizes with this task, the ACBA has
secured a new member benefit. All
ACBA members can get 10 percent off
of Tabs3 practice management
software. There is no dollar limit on
the discount, and it is valid on all new
licenses and upgrades.

Tabs3 software helps firms with
law practice management tasks such
as billing, check writing, document
management, trust accounting and
more. For more information, see
www.tabs3.com/offers/acba.html or
call 402-419-2200. n

ACBA elections
to close May 3

The 2019 ACBA elections and
judicial referendum election began
last week and continue through Friday,
May 3.

In addition to featuring races for
the Judiciary Committee and leadership
positions of the ACBA, WLD and YLD,
the elections include a referendum
vote on the sitting judges who reside
in Allegheny County and who will be
up for a retention vote in the 2019
General Election.

All voting is conducted online. If you
haven’t received your login credentials,
email Brian Estadt at bestadt@acba.org.
For candidate profiles and information
on the retention referendum, see the
April 12 edition of the Lawyers Journal
at ACBA.org.

The elections close at 5 p.m. May 3. n
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Mediate? 
Arbitrate?

My long tenure and experience as a 
labor and employment attorney has 
given me insight into how issues are 
perceived on both sides.

I know what it will take to reach a 
fair settlement that considers the 
big picture.

I have been appointed to the 
American Arbitration Association’s 
Panel of Mediators and Employment 
Arbitration Panel and have mediated 
federal lawsuits for the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania for the last 10 years.

Put my experience to work for your 
clients. Let me help you reach an 
agreeable solution for all parties.

I HAVE YOU 
COVERED.

STEPHEN H. JORDAN

Alternative Dispute Resolution Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

(412) 338-1100 | www.rothmangordon.com

ACBF golf, bocce tournaments
set for July 22 at Valley Brook
By Mark Higgs

Get your game faces ready, because
the 27th Annual ACBA Golf Tournament
and 7th Annual Bocce Tournament
will be held Monday, July 22, at Valley
Brook Country Club in Canonsburg.
Proceeds from the tournaments benefit
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation
and Neighborhood Legal Services in their
missions to provide free legal services.

As in years past, golf registration
begins at 10:30 a.m., and a practice
range and lunch will be available. At
12:30 p.m., a shotgun start will mark
the tournament’s commencement.

Renowned for its beautiful course
and club, Valley Brook is a 27-hole
golf course built in 1968. The ACBA
Golf Tournament took place there
previously in 2007 and 2008. Valley
Brook is a favorite location for its 27
holes – which contributes to a quicker
overall tournament pace and helps
prevent bottlenecks.

Just as the golfers are hitting their
various greens, bocce registration will
open, too. Even if you don’t golf, bocce
is a great way to join the ACBA in
supporting the ACBF and NLS. Bocce
is open to all skill levels. And for those
new to the game, a lesson will be
offered at 1; the tournament will start
half an hour later.

More than 150 people are expected
to participate in the day’s activities,
which conclude with dinner and an
awards ceremony starting at 6 p.m.

Registration for the golf tournament
includes lunch, refreshments, awards
and dinner. Bocce registration offers a
lesson, refreshments, awards and
dinner. To register, see acbf.org/Golf-

Bocce19. Those seeking sponsorship
opportunities will find a link to
information on that same page.

Kim Bodnar and Brett Solomon are co-
chairing the golf tournament committee.n

Photo contest
announced for
2019-20 directory

The inaugural legal directory photo
contest was a raging success, so we’ve
brought it back for 2019-20. Will you
be the person to follow in the footsteps
of last year’s winner – Richard Brok –
and have your work showcased on the
cover of the new directory?

We’re challenging our members to
submit their best “Pittsburgh” photo.
The winning entry will adorn the
cover of the ACBA’s 2019-20 Legal
Directory. The winning photographer
will be recognized in the directory,
and will, without a doubt, be the toast
of the legal community.

Entries – with the names of the
photographers withheld – will be
judged by a blue-ribbon panel of ACBA
officers and members. Submitted photos
should convey either a sense of
Pittsburgh or the legal profession (or
both), and contest judges will be asked
to consider the photo’s composition,
use of color and whether it stands out
from previous directory cover photos.

Entries should not prominently
feature individuals, and only photos
shot by ACBA members are eligible.
The previous year’s winner (sorry,
Richard), is not eligible.

Entries should be high-resolution,
full-frame (not cropped) images that
are vertically oriented. Email your
entries to Brian Estadt at
bestadt@acba.org. The deadline to
enter is May 31. 

To be inspired by a gallery of
covers dating back to 2008,
acba.org/LDPhoto. n

Silent auction, Pebble Beach golf trip 
Continuing a long-standing tradition, the ACBF is selling raffle tickets for
Pebble Beach, and there will be a silent auction on the day of the 
tournament. The ACBF welcomes donations of auction items, such as gift
certificates or tickets to sporting events. Contact Jessica Pfauth at
jpfauth@acba.org or 412-402-6681 to donate auction items or with questions
regarding participating, registration, auction, sponsorship or the raffle.
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Our People Are the  
Difference Makers

412-281-8080  •  PGH-Commercial@ctt.com
Two Gateway Center, 19th Floor
603 Stanwix Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Collectively, our people have more experience than anyone in the region, 
and we take pride in providing the highest level of responsiveness. With a 
nationwide bench of experts, we can solve any title insurance problem—
big or small.

Contact us today to learn how our team can help you.

www.pittsburghncs.ctic.com

began in 1987 when wrestler Jim
“The Anvil” Neidhart was arrested
for interfering with a flight crew
while traveling to Pittsburgh.
McDevitt represented Neidhart, who
was acquitted.

“Jim was a human block of granite
with a ZZ Top goatee, wrap-around
shades and was downright scary looking.
Not our typical white-shoe client,”
McDevitt recalled. 

McMahon took notice, and
McDevitt’s relationship with WWE
grew to the point that McDevitt
became McMahon’s “go-to” attorney.
He’s represented the WWE and/or
offered guidance to the McMahon
family on countless matters.

Perhaps his most famous WWE
legal battle was a 1993 trial in which
WWE and McMahon were charged
with various steroid-related charges,
including defrauding the FDA. Rather
than accepting a plea bargain,
McDevitt took the case to trial, and
WWE and McMahon were acquitted
on all charges.

“We won by exposing the hypocrisy
and ineptitude of the federal govern-
ment in dealing with steroids by the
cross-examination of the prosecution’s
witnesses and called no witnesses
ourselves,” he said.

The other WWE matters he’ll
discuss include:

• Jesse Ventura’s publicity rights
claim.

• A wrongful-death suit that
resulted when an equipment mal-
function caused wrestler Owen Hart
to fall from the rafters during a 1999
pay-per-view.

• Numerous intellectual property
squabbles with Ted Turner’s WCW,

STEP INTO THE RING 
continued from front page

the WWE’s rival in the 1990s, over
various wrestling characters’ likenesses. 

• Sexual-harassment claims made
against the company by the world’s
largest female bodybuilder, Nicole Bass.

• Recently dismissed class-action
suits filed by several wrestlers claiming
CTE and brain injuries.

And those are just a few of the
cases he’ll discuss.

In addition to the legal matters,
McDevitt will discuss his personal
relationship with McMahon, a celebrity
with a larger-than-life personality
that few get to see more intimately
than McDevitt.

Heck, McDevitt even crafted the
McMahon family estate plan.

“The McMahons are not clients to
me now; they are family,” he said. n

Get in the Ring
What: “In the Squared Circle: 
30 Years of Representing WWE”
Who: Jerry McDevitt, K&L Gates
When: Wednesday, May 1 — 
4 p.m. CLE; 6 p.m. reception
How many credits: 2 Substantive
CLE credits
To register: www.ACBA.org or 
412-402-6614

“

”

Jim was a human block of
granite with a ZZ Top goatee,
wrap-around shades and was
downright scary looking. Not
our typical white-shoe client.

– Jerry McDevitt on Jim “The Anvil”
Neidhart, his first WWE client

Need clients?
The Lawyer Referral Service can help bring them to you.

For details, contact Whitney Hughes at 412-402-6703 or 
whughes@acba.org. To learn more, see GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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IS YOUR CHILD INTERESTED
IN ATTENDING YALE OR

THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS?

Under the will of Kennedy T. Friend, a distinguished Pittsburgh
attorney, the children of Allegheny County attorneys who desire
to attend either Yale University or the University of Paris are
eligible for scholarships to those universities. The scholarships
are available for students pursuing a graduate or undergraduate
degree in any field of study at those institutions, not just law.

Don’t delay – scholarship applications should be submitted at
the same time as the admission application to the respective
institution is submitted. 

Get a scholarship
through the
Kennedy T. Friend
Education Fund

For more information, visit
www. ACBF.org/Kennedy-Scholarship-Fund

Or contact Joan Mastrean of
PNC Institutional Asset Management at 412-762-2175.

Resolution.

Employment 
Commercial/Business
Professional Liability
Energy

412.916.4874 
carolekatz.com

Carole

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Mediation
Arbitration
Case Evaluation

Carole Katz helps businesses and 
people resolve conflicts in less time, 
through processes that give parties 
and their lawyers more control over 
the outcome.

Approved Panels & Rosters:   
–  US District Court for the Western District of PA,  
 Mediator, Early Neutral Evaluator, Arbitrator    
– AAA Mediator & Arbitrator 
– FINRA Mediator & Arbitrator 
Seasoned Former Executive 
of Fortune 500 Company 
Over 25 Years as Trial Lawyer  
and Legal Counselor  
Academy of Trial Lawyers,  
Allegheny County

Conflict
to 

From 

Registration open for 2019 ACBA Softball season
By Mark Higgs

If you’re a bar association member
or local law student looking to get
active and enjoy the spring weather,
then you might be interested in what
the ACBA Softball League has to offer.
Registration is open now for the 2019
season, which begins in May and runs
through August – with playoffs in Sep-
tember and championship in October.

The league features 19 teams made
up of lawyers, law students and
judicial clerks, with games occurring
Monday through Thursday each week
at Marino Field in Oakland. Anyone
who would like to start a team or play
on an existing team should contact
Sam Grego, league commissioner, at
412-392-5507 or sgrego@dmclaw.com.

Grego encourages members to join
in the fun. “It’s a great experience,
and we’re open to all skill levels.
Everybody should come out and play,”
he said. “Besides, you might be surprised
who you meet on the field.”

Irving Firman, team manager for
the Fertile Octogenarians, said that
his team’s composition has evolved
with the league, to the point that it no
longer truly reflects their name. “We
have players ranging from 25 to 72.
Some are quite experienced and
others might not have set foot on a
field before,” he said.

“Practicing law in Allegheny
County is already great because of our
collegial bar. But it’s even better when
you get to play with your fellow
attorneys,” Firman said. “Everybody
is busy, but it’s good to get out there
and exercise.”

Brad Whitecap, team manager for
Reed Smith, has been playing in the
league for seven years and agrees
that it’s “nice to get out and get some
physical activity.”

“It’s great for meeting attorneys
from other law firms I wouldn’t
otherwise meet,” he said. 
“Generally, the games are 
pretty laid back in the regular season.

But it gets pretty competitive in 
the playoffs.”

Chase Stelzer, a co-manager for the
District Attorneys team, echoes the
sentiments of camaraderie that come
from playing in the league: “Not only
is it a great way to develop relationships
in the legal community, but I appreciate
the fact that it lets me get to know
people outside of my practice area.” n

Newcomer Pitt Law 
team shook things 
up in 2018
A brand new Pitt Law team joined
the league for the 2018 season,
and despite entering the playoffs 
as the lowest-seeded team, it 
didn’t lose a single game in the
double-elimination playoffs and
went on to win 18-17 against the
Iron City Barmen. A new team 
hadn’t won the league 
championship since 2000.

“The league is an amazing 
experience that ended up being 
the highlight of our summer,” said
team captain Adam Shorr. “We 
didn’t know what to expect out 
of the season. We never played
together as a team. For most of 
our players, this was their first 
time playing.

“Our season started out rough, 
but we collected ourselves and
trusted each other throughout the
ups and downs. After a while, we
hit our stride and never stopped. 
We loved competing, especially 
when we were down some runs. 
In the end, it felt great to come out
as champions.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Will the upstart Pitt Law team repeat as league champions in 2019?
Only time will tell. The 2018 champs are, in front, from left, Matthew
Swenson, Adam Shorr, Steve Chappars and Jared Quinn; and, in back,
David Hopkins, Avinash Ram, Dylan Opar, Gabe Hofferman, Adam
DiBuo and Omair Zahid. Adam Sinkoe, Matt Morella, Kerven Moon and
Chris Hunchuck also were members of the team.
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You want protection from the dangers— 

and help with the disasters—of electronic data.

We get it.

We get it.
SM

437 Grant Street, Suite 1250  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15219  |  412-325-4033  |  bit-x-bit.com

Count on our experts to relentlessly secure your electronic data—day in, day out and 
in response to any event. With our integrated services, we’ll help you understand your 
risk, clean up your archives and guard your data to protect your company—before 
incidents occur. And should you need digital forensics and e-discovery, we have the 
most powerful and efficient tools at hand. So if you’re looking for peace of mind, talk 
to bit-x-bit. We get it.
For ten years, bit-x-bit has been exclusively endorsed by the ACBA for e-discovery and digital forensics.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RICE

Earlier this month, the Homer S. Brown Division honored
Judge Kim Berkeley Clark for becoming the first African-
American woman to serve as president judge of the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas. Nearly 50 people – including
Tracey McCants Lewis and Elizabeth Hughes, who flank
Judge Clark above – attended the luncheon at the Rivers Club
to celebrate the achievement. Hughes, HSBD chair-elect,
presented Clark with a gift to commemorate the accomplishment.

A Reason to Celebrate
The Homer S. Brown Division officers take a photo with President Judge Kim
Berkeley Clark.

Thelma Spells and
Chanaya Reed pause
their conversation to
pose for a photo.

Retired Judge
Liv ings tone
Johnson was
among those
a t t e n d i n g .
Clark credited
Johnson for
mentoring her. 
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REGISTER TODAY.

www.ACBA.org  |  412-402-6614

UPCOMING CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
from the ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Oil and Gas Well Plugging Liability in Pennsylvania 
Friday, April 26  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

Tips and Tools to Tackle Vicarious Trauma 
Monday, April 29  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1.5 Ethics credits

A View from the Bench: Third Circuit Judges 
Present Notable Cases of 2018 
Tuesday, April 30  |  2:30 p.m.  |  Joseph F. Weis, Jr. U.S. Courthouse
2 Substantive credits

In the Squared Circle: 
30 Years of Representing WWE 
Wednesday, May 1  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

The Road Ahead: Our Autonomous Future 
Friday, May 3  |  11:30 a.m.  |  Koppers Building
1.5 Substantive credits and .5 Ethics credit

         State Wage Payment Law Trends 
         and Emerging Issues 
          Friday, May 10  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
              CJE credit  |  1 Substantive credit

Medical Issues in Hearing Loss Cases with 
Dr. Todd A. Hillman 
Thursday, May 16  |  4 p.m.  |  Olive or Twist
1 Substantive credit

Ethical Considerations in Drafting Contracts 
Monday, May 20  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

E-filing in Allegheny County Orphans’ Court 
Thursday, May 23  |  4 p.m.  |  Koppers Building
1 Substantive credit

A Corruption Overview: 
It‘s Not Always Cash in a Bag 
Thursday, May 30  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1.5 Ethics credits

Crisis Communication: A Guide for Safeguarding 
Brand Equity, Reputation and Bottom Line 
Friday, May 31  |  8:30 a.m.  |  Koppers Building
2 Substantive credits

Protecting our Pets: 
Libre’s Law, Pet Trusts and Pets for Vets 
Tuesday, July 9  |  4 p.m.  |  Animal Friends
2 Substantive credits

Life and Disability Insurance – 
Protecting Lawyers’ Families from Debt 
Tuesday, August 13  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building
1 Ethics credit

For CLEs available anytime, see the 
ACBA Online CLE Center at cle.acba.org.

Current Online Offerings:

Man’s Best Friend: Fitting Fido into Public Places      
1 Substantive credit

Presenting with Impact: 
How to Hit Your Points While Keeping Them Awake       
1 Substantive credit

The Evolving Role of Municipal Governments in Oil and 
Gas Drilling         
1 Substantive credit

The Golden Rolodex System: 
How to Create Endless Referrals for Your Practice    
1 Substantive credit

The Impaired Lawyer - A Call for Action        
1 Ethics credit

Live Video Replays
 
In addition to our live CLE courses and online CLE offerings, we also 
offer Live Video Replays of many of our programs. Schedule a time to 
come in to the ACBA offices and watch a replay of a course at your 
convenience. Unlike online offerings, these “count” as live CLEs, not 
distance learning credits. For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/
CLEVideoReplayService or contact Howard Booth, the ACBA’s CLE 
Coordinator, at 412-402-6614 or hbooth@acba.org.

57th Annual Bench-Bar Conference
June 13 - 15  |  Seven Springs Mountain Resort

Up to 8 CLE credits  |  Up to 8.5 CJE credits

Register today at www.ACBABenchBar.com.



Houston Har-
baugh has
announced the
election of its four-
member executive
committee and
officers. On the
committee are:
John M. Hartzell
Jr., Samuel H.
Simon, Henry M.
Sneath and Alex
W. Thomson.
Officers are:

Thomson, president; Hartzell, treasurer;
and Heidi Rai Stewart, secretary. The
executive committee, which is responsible
for the overall management of the
firm, and officers are elected annually
by the firm’s directors. Hartzell
concentrates his practice in the areas
of estate planning and estate and trust
administration, and he chairs the
firm’s estates and trusts practice.
With prior experience as a certified
public accountant, he leverages his
knowledge of tax law for businesses
and individuals in preparing estate
and gift tax plans, and he works with
business owners on their succession-
planning matters. Simon concentrates
his practice on commercial/business
litigation, and he co-chairs the firm’s
litigation practice. He regularly
represents clients in the construction,
manufacturing, oil and gas, and whole-
sale/retail/distribution industries, as
well as individuals in matters such as
breach of contract disputes, negligence,
restrictive covenants, civil rights,
construction litigation and environ-
mental litigation. Sneath is a trial

News and Notes
Dick Thornburgh,

former Pennsylva-
nia governor and
former U.S. attor-
ney general, has
announced his
retirement from
the practice of law.
Ten years after
starting his legal
career with K&L
Gates in 1959,
T h o r n b u r g h
embarked on a

25-year career in government that
included positions as a United States
attorney and the assistant attorney
general in charge of the Criminal
Division of the U.S. Department of
Justice. He was elected governor in
1978 and 1982, and he went on to serve
as attorney general for Presidents
Ronald Reagan and George H.W.
Bush. As attorney general, he played a
leading role in the enactment of the
Americans with Disabilities Act. He
subsequently served as under-secretary
general at the United Nations, and
returned to K&L Gates in 1994,
remaining with the firm until his
retirement. Thornburgh, who has 32
honorary degrees, had been a longtime
K&L Gates partner.

People on the Move
Cordell &

Cordell, the
nation’s largest
domestic litigation
firm focusing on
representing men
in family law cases,
recently promoted
divorce attorney
Jamie Spero to
lead litigator.

David Strass-
burger has become

president and managing shareholder of
Strassburger McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky,
even as the firm celebrates its 100th
anniversary this year. Strassburger will
continue to chair the firm’s construction
litigation and litigation group practices.

John P. Miller has been promoted
to partner at Dingess, Foster, Luciana,
Davidson and Chleboski LLP. His
practice focuses on complex trial and
litigation matters involving construction,
energy, product liability, insurance
and commercial disputes. He represents
owners/developers, design-builders,
EPC and general contractors, subcon-
tractors, suppliers, manufacturers
and design professionals.

attorney focusing on complex business
litigation, products liability, intellectual
property matters and insurance
coverage and bad faith. He is chair of
the firm’s intellectual property practice
and co-chair of the firm’s litigation
practice. He has extensive federal and
state court trial experience in cases
involving commercial disputes, intel-
lectual property matters, construction
claims, professional negligence lawsuits,
products liability and pharmaceutical
litigation, insurance coverage and
insurance bad-faith claims. Thomson
concentrates his practice in the area
of business law and chairs the firm’s
business law practice. He represents a
wide range of business clients – from
start-ups to publicly traded companies –
in a diverse set of industries. He has
counseled clients in numerous
corporate transactions, including
sales, acquisitions, mergers, joint
ventures and strategic alliances.
Stewart concentrates her practice in
the area of estate planning and estate
and trust administration. Her work in
the firm’s estates and trusts practice
extends to special-needs planning and
long-term care planning, including
elder law. Stewart also regularly
represents clients in Orphans’ Court

matters, such as will contests,
guardianships, actions relating to
undue influence and breaches of
fiduciary duty.

Ashley S. 
Wagner has joined
Tucker Arensberg,
P.C. as an associ-
ate in the business
& finance depart-
ment. She concen-
trates her practice
in the areas of
business succes-
sion planning, 
corporate, com-
mercial real estate
and municipal and

zoning law. Her clients call on her to
represent them in corporate formations,
site acquisitions, zoning applications,
employment contract reviews and
asset-purchase agreements.
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Dick
Thornburgh

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
2005. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified 
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER 
CONSULTING

CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

NORTH HILLS CONFERENCE
AND OFFICE CENTER

CONFERENCE ROOMS AVAILABLE: Arbitrations, 
Mediations, Negotiations, Meetings. OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE: Solo Practitioners, Small Firms; Daily,
Monthly, Yearly Rentals; Newly renovated, convenient 
location, free parking, kitchen. 412-367-7710.

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE ON GRANT STREET –
Two offices, sublease one or both. Bill or Tanya 
412-471-2587.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 412-
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

QUALITY INVESTIGATIVE
SERVICES

QUALITY INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES offered at a
reasonable cost. Call Felix 412-657-0488 or
felixcash64@yahoo.com.

Lack experience in a specific area but 
don’t want to turn down a potential case?

Work with attorney Bob Garber.
• Family Law   • Non-violent Crimes
• Wills and Estates  • Civil Litigation
• Legal Malpractice  • Appeals

BOB GARBER
412-261-9933  |  412-266-6222 (cell, available 24/7)
attorney.garber@gmail.com

REFER A CASE, KEEP YOUR CLIENT

“I’ll bring my 42 years of experience, expertise and 

credibility to the table and will even handle the case. 

You keep the satisfied client.” – Bob Garber
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