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2008 Judicial Survey released to
Allegheny County attorneys
The Judiciary Committee of the

Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tion recently mailed a survey

form to all attorneys in Allegheny
County, asking them to rate local
judges in a variety of categories. The
survey applies to judges from the
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County, trial judges in the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania, bankruptcy judges and mag-
istrates in the Western District, and
judges in the Pennsylvania Workers’
Compensation Court. The 2008 survey
is the first to include the Pennsylvania
Workers’ Compensation Court.

The survey seeks evaluations by
lawyers in Allegheny County of the
judges before whom the lawyers
appear. The survey focuses on four
attributes: impartiality, legal ability,
diligence, and judicial temperament.
The Allegheny County Bar Association
bylaws call for this survey to be con-
ducted every four years.

Individual survey responses are
completely confidential. The purpose of
the survey is to give lawyers, the public,
and judges themselves some indication

of how the performance of the judges is
perceived by the lawyers who know
them best. Lawyers who regularly prac-
tice in Allegheny County are asked to
respond to this survey, regardless of
whether or not they are members of the
Allegheny County Bar Association. The
survey is designed particularly to solic-
it the opinions of those lawyers who
have sufficient professional experience
with particular judges to enable them to
comment knowledgeably on the work of
those judges.

Because of the complexity of the
law, it is often difficult for litigants and
the general public to evaluate the per-
formance of those in judicial office.
The bar association undertakes this
survey project as a public service to
provide important information to those

who are served by the judicial systems
covered by the survey.

The survey is not a referendum, a
ranking of the judiciary, a popularity
contest, or an opportunity to respond
to judges who have ruled in ways that
lawyers do not like. The bar associa-
tion recognizes that the judiciary
should not and does not act solely to
please the members of the bar.
Lawyers are asked to rate only those
judges with whom they have had pro-
fessional contact. “Professional con-
tact” means one or more of the follow-
ing: trials, hearings, or other formal
appearances before the judge, or
familiarity with a substantial number
of the judge’s written opinions and
orders. Responses should be based on
one’s own experiences and observa-

tions, not on reports of others.
To insure the anonymity of the

responses, the envelopes bearing the
names of the respondents are to be
mailed to an independent accounting
firm, Schneider Downs, who will dis-
card the signed envelopes before the
responses themselves are opened,
read, and tallied. The opening of the
envelopes and the tallying of the
responses will not be done by the bar
association, but by the independent
accounting firm. These safeguards
are in place to assure that all respons-
es will be anonymous and confiden-
tial. No attempt will be made to link
these responses to a specific individ-
ual or firm.

Members should complete and mail
the survey by May 23, 2008. ■

Sheila Weis Scanlon receives 2008 Juvenile Law Award

PHOTO BY MARLENE ELLIS

Sheila Weis Scanlon, Esq. was presented with the 2008 Juvenile Law Award at a reception held on Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at the Rivers
Club. The reception was sponsored by the ACBA Juvenile Law Committee which gives the award to a person or entity exemplifying extraor-
dinary dedication, effort, commitment, leadership, time, and professionalism towards the fair, efficient, collegial, and safe operation of Juve-
nile and Children’s Court. From left to right are Lisa M. Colautti, who presented the award to Scanlon; Kathryn Miehl, chair of the Juvenile
Law Committee; Sheila Weis Scanlon, award recipient; and Jeffrey L. Pollock, chair of the Award Subcommittee.

Notice: ACBF annual report enclosed
Due to rising postage costs, some important informational mailings will now be inserted in the
Lawyers Journal and will be packaged in shrink-wrap. Included in this issue is the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation annual report.
Notices will be sent in the Sidebar to ask members to watch for materials that will be included in
a specially packaged Lawyers Journal.
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Failure to follow military leave
wage policy violates the USERRA
By Maria Greco Danaher

Although employers are not obli-
gated under the Uniformed Serv-
ices Employment and Reemploy-

ment Rights Act (USERRA) to pay
wages during absences caused by mili-
tary leave, many employers include
such policies in employee handbooks or
procedural manuals. When a written
policy is disseminated to employees,
the company must follow that policy. In
a recent unpublished opinion, the sixth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals awarded
unpaid wages, liquidated damages, and
punitive damages against an employer
that failed to follow its own written pol-
icy related to the payment of wages
during military leave. Koehler v. Pepsi-
Americas, Inc., Sixth Cir., No. 07-3093,
March 6, 2008.

Kevin Koehler began his employ-
ment with PepsiAmericas, Inc. in 2000
as a route salesman based in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. In 2002, Koehler entered
into an eight-year enlistment with the
Army Reserve. After returning to Pepsi
from a six-month military training con-
ducted from March through August
2002, Koehler began to experience
attendance-related disciplines, some of
which were related to subsequent mili-
tary duty absences. Although Koehler
made attempts to address and resolve
these issues, Pepsi was not responsive
until Koehler sent an e-mail to Pepsi’s
corporate website threatening to publi-
cize how Pepsi treats its employees
who serve in the armed forces.

The company then set up a meeting
with Koehler and provided to him a
copy of the company’s Military Active
Leave Policy and Procedures, which

included a payment to “bridge the gap
between military pay and normal pay
received, so that employee is kept
whole and does not lose money by
going into military duty.” At the pre-
arranged meeting with Pepsi, which
included HR managers, union repre-
sentatives, and Koehler’s military unit
commander, Koehler was told that the
attendance disciplines related to mili-
tary absences would be reversed. Fur-
ther, in response to Koehler’s claim for
differential pay under the policy,
Koehler was told that he would be paid
under the company’s policy.

After the meeting, Koehler with-
drew a complaint that he had filed with
the Department of Labor, as he had
agreed to do in exchange for Pepsi’s
promise to pay him. Two weeks later,
Pepsi directly deposited the net pay
owed into Koehler’s bank account.
However, a month later, Pepsi with-
drew the same amount from the
account, without prior notice to or per-
mission from Koehler. When Koehler
asked for a reason for that action, he
was told that Pepsi had “changed our
minds” and that he should “let your
attorney speak to our attorney.”
Koehler then retained counsel and filed
a lawsuit under the USERRA, also
claiming violation of a verbal contract
to pay the wages and claiming conver-
sion of the amount originally deposited
to his account.

At a non-jury trial, Koehler was
awarded his unpaid wages. The court
also awarded an equal amount of liqui-
dated damages for Pepsi’s “willful” vio-
lation of the USERRA, and awarded
punitive damages under Koehler’s state
law conversion claim. On appeal, the

Sixth Circuit affirmed the entire award.
Much of the outcome of the case—

including the liquidated and punitive
damage awards, both of which require
“willful” violations of law—stemmed
from the lower court’s determination
regarding the credibility of the wit-
nesses. Primarily, the court found that
the company’s HR witness was not
credible when she failed to acknowl-
edge her familiarity with the compa-
ny’s policy, and when she refused to
admit that someone from Pepsi had ini-
tiated the original deposit into
Koehler’s account. Here, Pepsi obvi-
ously knew that it had established a
benefit related to military leave pay,
and actually had paid the amount into
Koehler’s account. The company had
sufficient information to know that it
was violating the USERRA when it
withdrew the funds from that same
account one month later.

The Sixth Circuit also supported
the lower court’s imposition of puni-
tive damages on Koehler’s state law
conversion claim, specifically finding
the “ill will” required for such dam-
ages in Pepsi’s failure to respond
effectively to Koehler’s grievances
and complaints regarding his atten-
dance-related discipline.

Employers must recognize that once
a written policy is disseminated, man-
agers, especially HR personnel, must
be trained to understand, implement,
and consistently enforce such a policy.
Failure to do so can lead to the events
that occurred here, including the impo-
sition against the company of both liq-
uidated damages under the USERRA
and punitive damages under related
state-law claims. ■

Employer must have majority in
support of union withdrawal
By Maria Greco Danaher

Under the National Labor Relations
Act (NLRA), it is an unfair labor
practice for an employer to refuse

to bargain collectively with the union
representing its employees. Once the
employees comprising a particular bar-
gaining unit have elected a union to rep-
resent them, the union enjoys a “rebut-
table presumption” of majority support
during the term of its collective bargain-
ing agreement, if that agreement is for
three years or less. An employer can
rebut that presumption—and may uni-
laterally withdraw its recognition of the
union—only on a showing that the union
has lost the support of a majority of
employees in that bargaining unit at the
time of that withdrawal.

The Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals has addressed one health care
industry employer’s attempt to with-
draw recognition of a union after a
number of members signed a “disaffec-
tion petition” stating that they no
longer wanted to be represented by the
union. NLRB v. HQM of Bayside, LLC,
Fourth Cir., No. 06-2253, March 10,
2008. The issue came to the Court’s
attention because the withdrawal
became effective in spite of the fact
that a second petition was filed a month
after the first one, stating that a major-

ity of the employees “DO NOT wish to
withdraw recognition or representa-
tion” of the union.

HQM of Bayside owns and operates
Bayside Care Center (Bayside), a nurs-
ing home in Lexington, Md. In 1998, the
National Labor Relations Board certi-
fied the United Food & Commercial
Workers as the exclusive bargaining
representative for Bayside employees
other than nurses, clerical employees,
managers, guards, and supervisors.
Bayside and the union entered into a
collective bargaining agreement (CBA)
effective from Dec. 1, 2001 through
Nov. 30, 2002.

In September 2002, a majority (34)
of Bayside’s 61 employees signed a peti-
tion stating that they no longer wanted
to be represented by the union. On Oct.
30, Bayside informed the union that it
would withdraw its recognition on Dec.
1, after the expiration of the CBA. In
early November, another petition was
filed, again signed by 34 of the employ-
ees, including 13 who had signed the
original disaffection petition, who this
time stated that they wanted continued
representation by the union. In spite of
the subsequent petition, Bayside with-
drew its recognition of the union on
Dec. 1, 2002 and refused to bargain
with them after that date.

The National Labor Relations Board

issued a complaint and notice of hearing
based upon Bayside’s refusal to bargain.
An Administrative Law Judge (ALJ)
conducted the hearing, found Bayside to
be in violation of the NLRA, and imposed
an affirmative bargaining order. Bayside
filed exceptions, but the board affirmed
the ALJ’s findings. When Bayside con-
tinued its refusal to bargain with the
union, the board petitioned the Fourth
Circuit for enforcement of its order. That
petition was granted.

Bayside could unilaterally withdraw
recognition of the union without violat-
ing the NLRA only if it was able to
show that at the time of its withdrawal,
the majority of employees in the bar-
gaining unit no longer supported the
union as their bargaining representa-
tive. Both the ALJ and the board deter-
mined that although Bayside had signa-
tures from a majority of employees in
the bargaining unit on the initial peti-
tion, Bayside was not entitled to rely on
the signatures from the 13 employees
who also signed the subsequent peti-
tion that supported the union. The
Fourth Circuit affirmed that decision,
finding that those 13 employees “clear-
ly manifest[ed] that [they] had
changed their sentiments about the
union.” Without those 13 signatures,
Bayside was not able to show that a

Continued on page 15

GENDER BIAS DUTY OFFICERS

If you have observed or experienced any form
of gender bias, you may contact one of the fol-
lowing members of the Gender Bias Subcom-
mittee of the Women in the Law Division. The
duty officers will keep your report confidential
and will discuss with you actions available
through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown ................412-394-2323
Rhoda Neft..........................412-261-2753
Susan Seitz ..........................412-544-7882

ETHICS HOTLINE

The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available
Committee Members to answer ethical
questions by telephone on a daily basis.

April
Robert A. Cohen ................724-693-9696
Stanley W. Greenfield ........412-261-4466
Michael P. Malakoff ............412-281-4217

May
Diana J. Stares ....................412-442-4262
Paul A. Supowitz ................412-624-2901
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From the ACBA

Bench-Bar Conference to be held
June 19-21 at Seven Springs
By Tracy Carbasho

The forty-sixth annual Bench-Bar
Conference promises to be anoth-
er shining example of why the

event has endured for so many years.
The conference will be held June 19-

21 at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort.
“It is the premier event of the ACBA

because it gives members of the bar a
chance to meet the judges before whom
they practice, enables members to get to
know each other better, and keeps the
lines of communication open in an ongo-
ing dialogue that has created a very spe-
cial working relationship among the
lawyers, judges, and justices of our legal
community,” said Dorie Schnippert, the
ACBA’s Director of Membership Servic-
es and Continuing Legal Education.
“Throughout the years, the Bench-Bar
Committee has worked hard to cover
topics that are essential to the practice
of law in numerous substantive areas.
We have tried new things and instituted
changes so that the conference would
not get stale.”

Last year’s event was attended by
more than 700 people, and Schnippert
believes that number will be topped this
summer. She stressed that the afford-
ability of the conference should make it
an enticing proposition for members of
the legal community. In particular, the
registration fee includes all educational
programs during the conference, the
reception, the country bar-b-que, and
the evening reception on Thursday, as
well as breakfast, lunch, a reception, a
seafood buffet, an evening of comedy
and a casino night on Friday, and break-
fast on Saturday. The fee does not
include hotel accommodations or regis-
tration for athletic events.

The early registration deadline with
a discounted price of $260 for the entire
conference is May 23. The regular reg-
istration deadline is June 6, and the reg-
ular fee is $295 for the entire confer-
ence. The late registration or walk-in
fee for the entire conference for those
who register after June 6 is $330.

Registration can be done online at
www.acba.org. Only ACBA members,
justices, judges, and specifically invited
court personnel may attend the entire
conference. Conference registrants may
register a guest for the Friday evening
reception and entertainment, as well as

Saturday’s breakfast. The guest regis-
tration fee for Friday/Saturday only is
$99, and must be accompanied by a con-
ference registration.

Information about the conference
can be obtained by contacting Schnip-
pert at 412-402-6610. Registration
forms accompanied by checks can be
mailed to Schnippert at 400 Koppers
Building, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh,
Pa. 15219. Checks can be made payable
to the ACBA.

Schnippert, who has attended the
conference since 1980 and been respon-
sible for coordinating it since 1986, is
pleased with the growing attendance.

“We are proud of the fact that about
10 percent of our membership attends
this event,” she said. “That certainly
indicates that we’re doing something
right. There is a misconception that the
Bench-Bar is for civil litigators only,
which certainly is not the case. I would
like all of our members to at least take
a good look at the conference brochure
and see what is offered. We believe
there is something for everyone.”

Schnippert said this year’s confer-
ence will include many crowd-pleasers,
such as the exceptional CLE programs,
the breakfast with the judges, the
“Impeach Justice Douglas” program,
the comedian, and additional excite-
ment added to the casino night.

Registrants will be able to earn up to

all friendly and accessible to get to
know off the bench,” said Brett
Solomon, a partner at Tucker Arens-
berg who is chairing this year’s Bench-
Bar Committee. “That was one of the
foundations of the Bench-Bar, and I
think that tradition lives on today. The
conference is unrivaled anywhere in
the United States.”

Solomon, who has been attending
the conference for 12 years, said he
especially enjoys the golf event on
Thursday morning and the comedians
on Friday night.

“I think everyone is made to feel
welcome whether they have been prac-
ticing law for 30 years or are in their
first year of practice,” he said. “In the
past few years, the entertainment
options have been changed to include a
nationally renowned comedian, a casi-
no night format featuring a variety of
Las Vegas-style table games and great
local bands.”

Norma Caquatto, Robert DelGreco Jr.,
and Kenny Steinberg are all long-time
participants who have nothing but praise
for the conference and its organizers.

“I enjoy the opportunity to see
friends, enjoy the great food at Seven
Springs, and the ability to keep current

Continued on page 15

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEVEN SPRINGS

One of the newly refurbished hotel rooms at Seven Springs.

eight hours of CLE credit from 14 dif-
ferent programs.

“The value of what you get, includ-
ing the CLEs, the food, drinks, and
entertainment, is unmatched any-
where—not to mention the chance to
meet and interact with many county,
state, and federal court judges who are
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ACBA Annual Election Candidate Biographies

Deadline for return of ACBA annual
election ballots set for May 7

The annual ACBA election for
2008–2009 Officers, Board of Gov-
ernors, and Judiciary Committee

positions has begun. Ballots were mailed
to members in mid-April, and the dead-
line to return the ballots is May 7.

All members are encouraged to read
the following biographical information
for each candidate prior to voting. Can-
didates selected by the ACBA Nominat-
ing Committee are noted as such.
There is one candidate for president-
elect, and she will automatically suc-
ceed to the presidency in July 2009.
There is one candidate for treasurer.

There are five available spots for the
Board of Governors, and there are 14
candidates. There are eight available
spots for the Judiciary Committee, and
there are 17 candidates. The positions
on the Board of Governors and Judici-
ary Committee are three-year terms.

Ballots for the election of the
2008–2009 Young Lawyers Division and
Women in the Law Division officers
and council members were also mailed
to eligible voters in mid-April.

Election results will be announced
at the annual meeting, which is set for
noon on Thursday, May 15, in the
ACBA Conference Center, 920 City-
County Building. All members are
invited to attend.

Board of Governors

President-elect

Kimberly A. Brown
Is a partner with

Thorp Reed & Arm-
strong, LLP and a
member of the
firm’s Commercial
and Corporate Liti-
gation Practice
Group, specializing
in commercial and
insurance litigation
and the defense of
product liability

actions. She is a 1986 graduate of the
University of Dayton, where she
received a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal science, and a 1989 graduate of
Duke University School of Law. She is a
member of the Academy of Trial

Lawyers of Allegheny County and has
been named a Pennsylvania Super
Lawyer, an honor bestowed upon the
top five percent of Pennsylvania
lawyers. She is a Fellow of the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Foundation and a mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, the Pennsylvania Defense
Research Institute, the Defense
Research Institute, the Allegheny
County Bar Association, the ACBA
Civil Litigation Section, and the Women
in the Law Division’s Gender Bias Sub-
committee, which was created to
address complaints of gender-bias in
the legal profession. She served as co-
chair of the Subcommittee between
2000 and 2002. Since 2003, she has
been an elected member of the ACBA
Board of Governors, has been appoint-
ed to the Board of Governors’ ad hoc
Judiciary Committee, ad hoc Strategic
Planning Committee, ad hoc Public
Service Committee, and chaired the ad
hoc Nominating Committee.

In May 2006, Brown was honored
by the ACBA with the Carol Los
Mansmann Helping Hand Award for
her efforts on behalf of women and
her work in mentoring female attor-
neys. She serves as the pro bono coor-
dinator at Thorp Reed & Armstrong,
and has provided pro bono represen-
tation of victims of abuse in Protec-
tion from Abuse proceedings over the
last 15 years, as well as volunteered
for various pro bono litigation mat-
ters, the KD & You and the Law pro-
gram, and the court-sponsored Pro
Bono Arbitration Program to benefit
Neighborhood Legal Services Associ-
ation. She is a faculty member for the
National Institute of Trial Advocacy’s
Great Lakes Deposition Program held
annually at Case Western Reserve
University School of Law. She is
active in her community as a member
and former director of the Manches-
ter Historic Society, Inc., a non-profit
organization devoted to the preserva-
tion of historic Manchester, and
serves on the United Way of Alleghe-
ny County Women’s Leadership Coun-
cil Committee.

Brown was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Treasurer

Michelle L. Kopnski
Is an attorney

with Tucker Arens-
berg, P.C. Her
practice is concen-
trated in corporate
transactions, feder-
al, state and local
taxation issues,
wealth transfer and
business succes-
sion planning, IRS
and Pennsylvania

taxation appellate proceedings, and
business and tax planning. She gradu-
ated in 1980 magna cum laude from
West Virginia University with a B.S. in
business administration. She received
her J.D. in 1985 from West Virginia
University College of Law, where she
was a member of the Law Review, and
her LL.M. in taxation in 1987 from
New York University School of Law.
She currently serves as chair of the
Allegheny County Bar Association
Finance Committee, as chair of the
Committee’s UBIT Subcommittee and
as a member of its Bills and Invest-
ment Subcommittees. She also serves
as a member of the ACBA ad hoc
Strategic Financial Planning Commit-
tee. She is a member of the Board of
Directors of ACBA Services, Inc., a
member of the ACBA Taxation Section
council, a member of the Board of
Directors of the Press Club of Western
Pennsylvania, and a member of the
Board of Directors of Allegheny Tax
Society. She actively supports WVU
College of Law by serving on the WVU
College of Law Development Council
and as a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the WVU College of Law
Alumni Association. She was a Judi-
cial Law Clerk for the West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals. She is the
co-author of Qualifying as a Nonprofit
Tax-Exempt Organization, published
by Quorum Books, Inc. She is admit-
ted to practice in Pennsylvania and
West Virginia.

Kopnski was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Governors

Cynthia K. Stoltz
Is Administrator

of the Children’s
Court for the Court
of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County.
Stoltz began working
with the Family
Division in 1995,
serving as Adminis-
trative Liaison to
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Judge (now Sup-

reme Court Justice) Max Baer and Spe-
cial Master in the adult and juvenile sec-
tions. Prior to working for the Court of
Common Pleas, she was a practicing
attorney in the area of family law. She
received her B.A. in political science
summa cum laude from Ohio University
and J.D. from Washington University
School of Law.

Stoltz was appointed by the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania in 2004 to serve
on the Pennsylvania Juvenile Rules
Committee, which drafted the first set
of statewide court rules for juvenile
dependency and delinquency proceed-
ings. In 2007, she was appointed to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Chil-
dren’s Roundtable. Stoltz was appoint-
ed to the Pennsylvania Bar Association
Commission for Justice Initiatives Cus-
tody Task Force in 2006, and served on
the PBA Children’s Rights Committee
and Outreach to Children’s Initiative.
In 2005, she was awarded the Child
Advocate of the Year Award by the
Allegheny County Bar Association,
elected to the ACBA Judiciary Commit-
tee and inducted as a Fellow of the
ACBF. She has also served on the ACBA
Nominating and Public Service Com-
mittees. Stoltz is past president of the
Women’s Bar Association for Western
Pennsylvania and currently serves on
the Executive Committee. She is imme-
diate past president of the Board of
Directors for the Pittsburgh Project, a
non-profit organization serving chil-
dren and families, where she remains a
director. Stoltz has served as guest lec-
turer/instructor at Carnegie Mellon
and Duquesne Universities in the area

■ Kimberly A. Brown nominated for president-elect
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of family and juvenile law and supervis-
ing instructor of the ADR Practicum at
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law. She is a member of the Association
of Family and Conciliation Courts,
National and Pennsylvania Associations
for Court Management, and Childwatch
Coalition. She is a member of the
National Council of Juvenile and Fami-
ly Court Judges and was appointed to
the NCJFCJ Permanency Planning
Committee in 2007. She is admitted to
practice in the Pennsylvania Courts and
the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania.

Stoltz was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Bryan S. Neft
Is a past member

of the Board of Gov-
ernors and past
trustee and treasur-
er of the Allegheny
County Bar Foun-
dation. He current-
ly serves as a mem-
ber of the Gender
Equity Task Force
and the Civil Litiga-
tion Section council.

He has been instrumental in growing
the bar foundation’s annual Attorneys
Against Hunger Campaign, which has
raised nearly $700,000 for hunger relief
in Allegheny County, with nearly
$100,000 raised in the most recent cam-
paign. Neft is also a Sustaining Founda-
tion Fellow and a member of the Loans
and Scholarship Committee. Neft has
served on a number of bar association
sections and committees including the
Federal Court Section, and has served
as chair for the Appellate Practice
Committee. He is also a member of the
Finance Committee and its Bills and
Investment Subcommittees. Neft previ-
ously served on the Young Lawyers
Division council and co-chaired its
Public Service Committee. He is a part-
ner of the law firm of Pietragallo Gor-
don Alfano Bosick & Raspanti LLP in
its commercial, health care, and qui
tam litigation practice groups. Neft has
also been an active participant in the
Jewish community, having served on
the Board of Directors for the Jewish
Community Center of Greater Pitts-
burgh and as chair of the United Jew-
ish Federation’s Young Adult Division.

Korry Alden Greene
Is a member of

the Litigation Sec-
tion and Appellate
Practice Division at
Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott,
LLC. His current
practice focuses on
product liability and
general civil litiga-
tion, as well as the
appellate process.

Greene has argued several times

before the Superior Court of Pennsyl-
vania. Greene has also served as a lec-
turer for various continuing legal educa-
tion and numerous Allegheny County
Bar Association seminars. He is an
adjunct professor for trial tactics at the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law, a
position he has held since 2001. Greene
was inducted as a fellow into the
Allegheny County Academy of Trial
Lawyers. He was the first African-Amer-
ican recipient of the Allegheny County
Bar Association’s Outstanding Young
Lawyer Award in 1996, and he has also
received the Rotary International “Ser-
vice Above Self” Award in 2003.

Greene has served on the board of
directors of several non-profit organi-
zations including Citizens’ General
Hospital of New Kensington and the
American Heart Foundation, as well as
the ACBA Services, Inc. In 1995,
Greene founded the New Kensington
Youth Programs, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-
profit corporation, serving as chair
since its inception. In 1994, Greene
became commissioner of the Gosby
“Goose” Pryor Summer Basketball
League, which is part of New Kensing-
ton Youth Programs. He is a member of
the International Association of
Defense Counsel, the National Bar
Association, the Defense Research
Institute, the Pennsylvania Bar Associ-
ation, the Homer S. Brown Law Associ-
ation, and the Allegheny County Bar
Association. Greene earned his law
degree from Duquesne University
School of Law and his undergraduate
degree from the University of Mary-
land, College Park.

Greene was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Samuel W. Braver
Has been in

practice since 1974
and with Buchanan
Ingersoll since
1976. His practice
is concentrated in
commercial litiga-
tion. Braver has
served on the Board
of Governors of the
Allegheny County
Bar Association and

on the ACBA Judiciary Committee. He
is currently president-elect of the
Academy of Trial Lawyers of Alleghe-
ny County. He has served as a master to
the American Inns of Court. Braver has
served as a faculty member for the
National Institute of Trial Advocacy
training programs and has lectured for
the Pennsylvania Bar Institute and
other groups as part of Pennsylvania’s
continuing legal education program.

Braver was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Shelly R. Pagac
Is currently a member of the ACBA

Board of Governors and has served in
that capacity since July 2006. Pagac is

a senior attorney
with Buchanan
Ingersoll & Rooney
PC where she rep-
resents employers
in employment
related matters in
federal and state
courts. Before join-
ing Buchanan,
Pagac worked in-
house at FedEx

Ground. Prior to her in-house position
at FedEx Ground, Pagac worked at
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene and MacRae.
She received her undergraduate
degree in political science from Penn
State in 1985 and her J.D. from the
Catholic University School of Law in
Washington, D.C. in 1988, where she
was a note and comment editor of the
Journal of Contemporary Health, Law
and Policy. Pagac is a Fellow in the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation; was
chair of the 2007 Bench-Bar Confer-
ence Committee; was a member of the
ACBA Public Service Committee in
2005–2006; has been a Zone 12 delegate
to the Pennsylvania Bar Association
since 2001; is a former co-chair of the
Women in the Law Committee (now the
Women in the Law Division); was co-
chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion’s 2006 annual meeting; is a mem-
ber of the Steering Committee for the
Honorable Carol Los Mansmann
Memorial Fund; was a member of the
planning committee of the Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association from 2002–2008;
was a volunteer for Junior Achievement
of Western Pennsylvania; and is a mem-
ber of Pittsburgh Habitat for Humani-
ty’s Human Resources Subcommittee.

Pagac was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Arun J. Thomas
Is a member of

Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott,
LLC. Thomas focus-
es his practice on
general civil litiga-
tion, with particular
emphasis on prod-
ucts liability and
mass tort law. His
experience includes
the representation

of public and private corporations, part-
nerships, national banking institutions,
and individuals in federal and state
courts in a variety of matters including
pharmaceutical and medical device
products liability defense, securities
fraud, contract disputes, class-action
defense, and business torts. He earned
his law degree from the Georgetown
University Law Center in 1996 and his
undergraduate degree cum laude from
the Catholic University of America in
1993. While in law school, Thomas had
the opportunity to work as a summer
clerk for the Honorable Carol Los
Mansmann and also worked at the law

offices of Hughes, Hubbard & Reed in
Washington, D.C. Upon graduating
from Georgetown, he began his legal
career on active duty, serving in the
U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s
Corps. In 2001, he moved to Pittsburgh
and began working as an associate at
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart before joining
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott.

Thomas is a founding member of the
Asian Attorneys Committee of the
Allegheny County Bar Association and
serves as one of its law student liaisons.
He also serves as the vice-chairman of
the Board of Trustees of Achieva Sup-
ports, one of the Achieva family of cor-
porations, a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing lifelong services
to individuals with disabilities and
their families. For the past three years,
he has volunteered as an attorney men-
tor for the Schenley High School mock
trial team.

Thomas was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Hal D. Coffey
Is a 1996 gradu-

ate of the Pennsyl-
vania State Univer-
sity and received
his law degree from
the University of
Pittsburgh School
of Law in 2000. Cof-
fey is an associate
at Grogan Graffam,
P.C., where he is in
the firm’s Business

Transactions Group and practices in
the areas of real estate development,
acquisitions, and financing, as well as
business and corporate law. He is also a
Pennsylvania registered title agent and
the Coordinator of Settlement Services
of Grogan Graffam Settlement Compa-
ny. Coffey is currently the assistant
secretary-treasurer of the ACBA Board
of Governors after serving two years as
a Young Lawyers Division (YLD) liai-
son to the Board of Governors. He is
also completing his term as immediate
past chair of the ACBA YLD and coor-
dinator of the YLD’s Bar Leadership
Initiative Program. He was the YLD
chair in 2006–2007, during which time
the YLD was awarded the American
Bar Association YLD Award of
Achievement for First Place in the
Comprehensive Category for YLDs
with between 600 – 2,000 members.

While on the Board of Governors,
Coffey has served on ACBA presiden-
tial ad hoc committees on issues deal-
ing with Women in the Law Division
representation on the Board of Gover-
nors and long-range development and
financial planning for the ACBA. Cof-
fey has also served as the Board of
Governors liaison to the Hispanic
Attorneys Committee, the Real Proper-
ty Section, and the Arts & the Law
Committee. He is the local opinions
update editor for the Real Property

Continued on page 6
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Section newsletter, “Real News.” Cof-
fey is a member of the board of direc-
tors of ACBA Services, Inc., and is an
individual contributor to the ACBA
PAC. He currently sits on the ACBA
Publications Committee and previously
participated in the Quality of Life Com-
mittee and Family Law Section. Coffey
recently completed a three-year term
as a delegate to the PBA House of Del-
egates. He was named a Pennsylvania
Super Lawyer Rising Star in 2007. Out-
side of the practice of law, Coffey is
secretary of the board of directors and
general counsel to the Josh Gibson
Foundation, a non-profit entity focus-
ing on providing educational and ath-
letic opportunities to youth in local
affordable housing developments and
the preservation and promotion of
baseball’s Negro Leagues.

Gretchen Lengel Kelly
Is Chief Counsel

of Real Estate for
the PNC Financial
Services Group,
Inc., where she
manages the legal
function for the
commercial real
estate finance busi-
nesses within the
corporation, as well
as real estate issues

relating to PNC’s owned and leased
facilities, including OREO. Kelly has
over 20 years of experience as an attor-
ney. Prior to joining PNC in 1997, she
was a partner at Reed Smith, resident
in its Pittsburgh office. Gretchen
earned her B.A. with highest honors
from Lehigh University, and her J.D.
cum laude from Duquesne University.
She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and
since 2001 has been a fellow in the
American College of Mortgage Attor-
neys. Kelly also was appointed to the
Board of Directors of Allegheny Health
Choices, Inc., is currently serving as its
Secretary, and is a frequent lecturer in
continuing legal education programs.

Throughout her career, Kelly has
been active in the Allegheny County
Bar Association. Earlier in her career,
she served for a number of years as a
council member and officer of the Real
Property Section. More recently she
has served as a member of the execu-
tive council of the Women in the Law
Division, and currently is completing
her term as chair of the WLD. Gretchen
also is a member of the Gender Equali-
ty Task Force, serving as co-chair of one
of its Subcommittees, and has served
for the past 18 months as the WLD liai-
son to the ACBA Board of Governors. In
addition, she is a Fellow of the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Foundation.

Kelly was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Carlota M. Böhm
Graduated in

1974 from the Uni-
versity of Pitts-
burgh with a bache-
lor of science
degree and obtained
a master’s degree
from Duquesne
University in 1975.
She received her
juris doctor from
Duquesne Universi-

ty School of Law in 1979. Böhm started
her career as a law clerk to two bank-
ruptcy judges and has been in private
practice in the bankruptcy area since
1981. She is a bankruptcy trustee on the
U.S. Trustee’s Panel for the Western
District of Pennsylvania. Böhm was a
partner in Schaffler & Böhm until she
joined Houston Harbaugh in 1992. She
concentrates her practice in the area of
bankruptcy, including reorganizations,
and represents debtors, creditors,
shareholders, etc. Böhm, who is fluent
in Spanish, was born in Buenos Aires,
Argentina. She was admitted to the
Pennsylvania Bar in 1979, and is also
admitted to state and federal courts,
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Cir-

cuit, and the Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States. Böhm is a member of the
Allegheny County Bar Association
Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Sec-
tion, Federal Court Section, the Hispan-
ic Bar Section, and currently is the
chair of the Allegheny County Bar
Association Judiciary Committee. She
is also a board member of Neighbor-
hood Legal Services Association. Böhm
has participated as a lecturer for the
Pennsylvania Bar Institute, a mentor
and lecturer for Neighborhood Legal
Services, has served as an arbitrator on
the Allegheny County Arbitration Panel
and the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania, is certified
as a mediator in the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania, and is a member of the Panel
of Mediators, Arbitrators and Neutrals
in the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania.

Böhm was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Philip A. Ignelzi
Is a partner with

Ogg, Cordes, Mur-
phy & Ignelzi, LLP.
Ignelzi concen-
trates his practice
in the areas of med-
ical malpractice,
products liability,
and white collar
criminal defense.
As an ACBA mem-
ber, Ignelzi has

served on the Young Lawyers Division
council, Young Lawyers Education
Committee, Federal Judges Profile
Committee, and the Federal Court Sec-
tion. Ignelzi has been a member of the
ACBA Judiciary Committee since July
1, 2006. Ignelzi is an Allegheny County
Bar Foundation Fellow. He is also a
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Asso-
ciation and the Academy of Trial
Lawyers of Allegheny County, where he
chaired the Federal Practice Program
Committee, served on the Membership
Committee, and served on the Board of
Governors. Ignelzi is also a member of
both the Pennsylvania and Western
Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion as well as the Million Dollar Advo-
cate Forum, the National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the St.
Thomas More Society.

Ignelzi has received an AV rating
from Martindale Hubbel and has been
named in Woodward & White’s Best
Lawyers in America in the areas of per-
sonal injury, civil litigation, and crimi-
nal defense. He has also been named a
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer by
Philadelphia Magazine. Ignelzi gradu-
ated magna cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Dayton and cum laude from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law, where he was a member of the
Order of the Coif. Prior to entering pri-
vate practice, Ignelzi served as a law
clerk for the Honorable Donald E.
Ziegler, and he was also an Assistant
U.S. Attorney for the Western District
of Pennsylvania.

Mark T. Vuono
Is a 1977 Notre

Dame graduate and
received his J.D.
from the University
of Pittsburgh in
1980, following
which he was
admitted to prac-
tice in Pennsylvania
and Florida. He is a
partner in Vuono &
Gray, LLC, repre-

senting businesses and individuals in
the areas of corporate law, mergers and
acquisitions, tax and estate planning,
estate administration, commercial real
estate, and transportation law. He
presently is the treasurer and a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors of the
Allegheny County Bar Association, an
ACBF Fellow, and chair of the Invest-
ments Committee and the ad hoc
Strategic Financial Planning Commit-
tee. He has been a member of the

ACBA Finance Committee since 1991,
serving as vice-chair and chair before
becoming treasurer; the Lawyers
Insurance Committee since 1981 (cur-
rent vice-chair, former chair); and has
sat on the Board of Directors of ACBA
Services, Inc. since 2002 and the coun-
cil of the Taxation Section since the
1980s (former treasurer, vice-chair,
and chair). He previously served on the
Public Relations and Nominating Com-
mittees and played sax and clarinet
with the ACBA Players. A father of five
children, he is a past president of the
Notre Dame Club of Pittsburgh and
recipient of its Award for Distin-
guished Service and Commitment.

James H. Logan
Has been a mem-

ber of the ACBA
since 1971. He is in
his third year of
service on the Judi-
ciary Committee,
and has held officer
positions in the
Labor & Employ-
ment Law Section
for eight years, hav-
ing been chair for a

two-year period. He is a long-time
member of the Federal Court Section,
Women in the Law Division, the Alter-
nate Dispute Resolution Committee,
and founding member of the Civil
Rights Committee. He served on the
executive council of the Young
Lawyers Division from 1972 to 1975.
He is an active participant in continu-
ing legal education programs of the
ACBA as a lecturer and panelist in the
field of individual employment rights
and employment discrimination. Logan
has spent over 37 years in practice, all
as a named partner. He is currently a
partner in Logan & Logan. He has been
a mediator since 1995 and is a member
of the bars of Pennsylvania and South
Carolina, as well as the U.S. Supreme
Court and the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals. He is a 1970 graduate of the
University of Pittsburgh Law School.

Logan was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

James E. Mahood
Is a principal of

Wilder & Mahood,
P.C. He was elected
to the ACBA Board
of Governors in
2005 and has served
as the board liaison
to the Family Law
Section, Juvenile
Law Committee,
and the Public
Service Committee.

Prior to entering private practice, he
was a managing and staff attorney for
Neighborhood Legal Services Associa-
tion in its Homewood office. He is a
past chair of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association Family Law Section and
former chair of its Task Force on Adop-
tion. He is a member of the Advisory
Committee to the Joint State Govern-
ment Commission on Adoption and has
also served as a member of the Sub-
committee on Gender Bias and Family
Law Workgroup to Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania Committee on Racial and
Gender Bias in the Judicial System.
Mahood has served as a member of
council to both the Pennsylvania Bar
Association and Allegheny County
Family Law Sections. He is a member
of the Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tion Public Service Committee, the
Civil Procedural Rules Committee, and
Special Fee Determination Committee.
Mahood is co-chair of the Allegheny
County Bar Association Family Law
Section Technology Committee and for-
mer chair and co-chair of its Legisla-
tive Committee and Local Rules Com-
mittee. He served on the Pennsylvania
Bar Association Code of Evidence
Committee and is a past member of the
Joint Family Law Council of Pennsylva-
nia. Mahood is a fellow of the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and
is certified in both arbitration and
mediation by the AAML. He serves as

chair of the national AAML Amicus
Committee. Mahood is a former presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania chapter of the
AAML. He is a Master Emeritus of the
Matrimonial Inns of Court CCLXXII.
Mahood is listed in the Best Lawyers in
America and has been named a Penn-
sylvania Super Lawyer. Mahood has
served as a member of the Board of
Directors of Neighborhood Legal Serv-
ices Association and is a past president
of NLSA. He also serves as co-chair of
the Campaign Committee of the Equal
Justice Campaign benefiting NLSA and
its operations in Allegheny, Beaver, But-
ler, and Lawrence Counties. Mahood is
a recipient of the Marjorie H. Matson
Civil Libertarian Award, received the
first Career Achievement Pro Bono
Award from the Allegheny County Bar
Association in 2004, and with his firm
was recipient of the first Quality of Life
Award from the ACBA in 2001.

Mahood was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Mark D. Shepard
Is a magna cum

laude graduate of
the University of
Notre Dame in 1979
and a 1982 graduate
of Duke University
School of Law,
where he was a
member of the
Duke Law Journal.
Shepard is a share-
holder in the Litiga-

tion Services Group of Babst, Calland,
Clements and Zomnir and currently
serves on the firm’s Management Com-
mittee. He focuses his practice in the
areas of commercial, environmental,
and toxic tort litigation. Shepard is an
active member of the American, Penn-
sylvania, and Allegheny County Bar
Associations. He currently serves on
the American Bar Association’s Trial
Practice Committee and the Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association’s Judicial Evalua-
tion Commission. Shepard served as
chair of the Allegheny County Bar
Association’s Civil Litigation Section in
2000–2001. In 2001, he was elected to
membership in the Allegheny County
Academy of Trial Lawyers. He served
as chair of the Academy’s Program
Committee. Shepard has served on the
ACBA Board of Governors for the past
three years. He also is a Fellow of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
Shepard also coordinated the county-
wide high school mock trial competi-
tion for a number of years.

Shepard was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Judiciary Committee

Russell J. Ober, Jr.
Is a partner of

Meyer, Unkovic &
Scott and member
of the firm’s Litiga-
tion Section. Since
his admission to the
bar in 1973, Ober
has been actively
involved in trial
practice. From 1973
to 1975, he was an
Assistant District

Attorney in Allegheny County. Since
entering private practice in 1975, he
has concentrated on the litigation of
commercial disputes and the defense of
product liability, errors and omissions,
and other property and casualty claims.

Ober is a fellow of the Academy of
Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County and
has served as a member of its Board of
Governors. He is currently chair of its
Federal Practice Committee. He has
also been active in leadership positions
of various bar organizations, including
service as the chairman of the Young
Lawyers Section, a member of the
Board of Governors and a member of
the council of Civil Litigation Section of
the Allegheny County Bar Association,
a member of the House of Delegates of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association, and
a member of the House of Delegates of

Continued from page 5
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the Young Lawyers Division of the
American Bar Association. He previous-
ly served one three-year term as a mem-
ber of the ACBA’s Judiciary Committee.

Ober was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Nicola Henry-Taylor
Is an attorney

with over ten years
of experience serv-
ing as both an Assis-
tant District Attor-
ney and as a firm
attorney. As an
Assistant District
Attorney for approx-
imately six years,
she was the sole
individual responsi-

ble for managing the Allegheny County
Mental Health Court (MHC). In this
capacity as the sole prosecutor to man-
age the MHC program, she practiced
before the Honorable Robert E.
Colville. Henry-Taylor also interned
for the Honorable Justin Johnson of the
Superior Court of Pennsylvania and the
Honorable Bernard Markovitz of the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court of the Western
District of Pennsylvania. Henry-Taylor
also served as the chief law clerk to two
president judges of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas: Retired Judge Charles R.
Alexander of Clarion County and Pres-
ident Judge Thomas Doerr of Butler
County. As sole law clerk for these
judges, she was afforded the opportuni-
ty to experience the inner workings of
the court. She is a well-rounded attor-
ney with litigation experience before
the Court of Common Pleas, Adminis-
trative Law Judges, and Magisterial
District Judges. Henry-Taylor current-
ly serves as a firm-wide conflicts coor-
dinator, through the office of general
counsel, for the international law firm
of Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Preston
Gates Ellis, LLP.

Henry-Taylor is a member of the
ACBA Women in the Law executive
council and the American Bar Associa-
tion. She is also chair of the ACBA
Minority Collaborative, volunteers for
Genesis of Pittsburgh, Inc. adoption
and foster care, and is advisor to the
board of the Homeless Children’s Edu-
cation Fund.

Henry-Taylor was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

David E. Sweitzer
Is a partner at

Meyer, Unkovic &
Scott and is a mem-
ber of its Business
Disputes Group
and Construction
Law Group. He has
been an active
member of the
ACBA since 1987.
He has served on
the Civil Litigation

council and the Construction Law
council since 2005. Most recently, he
was a speaker at the Construction
Law Section’s CLE “Arbitrator Train-
ing for ACBA Construction Arbitra-
tion Service.” Additionally, he accept-
ed two court appointments in the
ACBA’s Prisoners’ Civil Rights Pro-
gram. He served as pro bono counsel
for two inmates who brought Section
1983 actions against prison officials,
and he represented both inmates
through jury verdict. He is an
Allegheny County Bar Foundation
Fellow and is also an active member
of the ABA Section of Litigation.
Sweitzer has tried several cases in the
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County and the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.
He graduated from Juniata College in
1984 with a B.A. and from Duquesne
University School of Law in 1987 with
his J.D., where he served as executive
editor of the Law Review. He is admit-
ted to practice in Pennsylvania, Ohio,
and West Virginia.

Sweitzer was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Melinda Sala
Serves as in-

house counsel for
Port Authority of
Allegheny County
where she councils
the Port Authority
in all aspects of the
employment rela-
tionship including
crafting of employ-
ment policies and
compliance with

state and federal law. She also repre-
sents the Port Authority before local,
state, and federal agencies with respect
to traditional labor arbitrations and
employment matters. Sala has prior
experience defending private and pub-
lic sector entities in tort, workers’ com-
pensation, and products liability litiga-
tion. She is a cum laude graduate of the
University of Pittsburgh earning a
degree in business administration, and
received her juris doctorate from
Duquesne University School of Law in
1989. Sala is admitted to practice
before all Pennsylvania Courts, the
U.S. District Court of the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania, and is a member
of the American Bar and Pennsylvania
Bar Associations, in addition to the
Association of Corporate Counsel. She
is a long-standing member of the
Allegheny County Bar Association
where she actively participated as a
member of the ACBA Players. Sala is
also vice-chair of the 2008 Bench-Bar
Conference Committee.

Marc D. Daffner
Is the principal

attorney of Daffner
& Associates, a
downtown litigation
firm with an
emphasis on crimi-
nal law, federal tax
resolution, immi-
gration, and com-
mercial litigation. A
graduate of the Uni-
versity of Rochester

and the University of Pittsburgh School
of Law, Daffner has practiced law since
1993. Daffner has handled several thou-
sand legal matters in both state and fed-
eral courts at both the trial and appel-
late level and practices nationwide in
federal cases. He serves as an appoint-
ed child custody guardian through the
Allegheny County Children’s Court and
additionally provides service as an
arbitrator in civil matters in both state
and federal court. A frequent lecturer
and instructor in both civil and crimi-
nal trial practice, Daffner is the author
of a variety of legal texts and teaching
materials. He is active in numerous
professional associations, including the
Allegheny County Bar Association,
where he is a founding member of the
Military and Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee, as well as a member of the Sole and
Small Firm Practitioner Section and the
Criminal Litigation Section where he
serves as a council member. The recipi-
ent of a variety of awards and recogni-
tion, Daffner was selected as a Pennsyl-
vania Super Lawyer for 2007 in the area
of administrative law. Daffner is active
in a number of community service
organizations, including Rotary Interna-
tional, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
and the Boy Scouts of America, and
serves as a civil service commissioner
for Green Tree Borough where he is
responsible for the selection, hiring, and
promotion of public safety personnel.

Daffner was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Emanuel J. Oakes, Jr.
Graduated from

the Duquesne Uni-
versity School of
Law with his juris
doctorate in 1996,
from the University
of Pittsburgh with a
master’s degree in
public administra-
tion in 1981, and
from Edinboro State

College with a bachelor of arts in 1978.
From April 1999 to the present,

Oakes has served as a judicial law clerk
of the Allegheny County Court of Com-
mon Pleas Family Division for the Hon-
orable Kim Berkeley Clark, Adminis-
trative Judge. There he conducts legal
research and drafts legal opinions and
memoranda of law for issues on appeal
concerning dependency, delinquency,
and involuntary termination of
parental rights. He has previously
served as acting Master over detention
hearings at Shuman Detention Center.
Since March 1998, he has been a sole
practitioner in the Criminal Court Divi-
sion, Civil Court Division, Family Court
Division: Adult and Juvenile, Orphans’
Court Division, Workers’ Compensa-
tion, and Bankruptcy. He has served as
an arbitrator and alternate arbitrator
with the Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas, Arbitration Division.

He is a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association, the Black Con-
tractors Association (BCA), and the Dis-
proportionate Minority Contact (DMC)
Subcommittee of the Pennsylvania
Commission on Crime & Delinquency
(PCCD). Oakes is a member of United
States Judo Federation and Kuma’s
Dojo Association-Kyokushin Ha Karate-
Do International. Oakes has one adult
son and two granddaughters. He enjoys
practicing martial arts and gardening,
and spends free time rehabilitating and
remodeling rental properties.

Sara J. Flasher
Has worked since

March 2007 in the
capacity of Adminis-
trative Law Judge
for the Department
of Public Welfare’s
Bureau of Hearings
and Appeals where
she conducts recipi-
ent or formal hear-
ings and issues writ-
ten decisions or rec-

ommendations. Recipient appeals include
medical assistance, waiver programs,
cash assistance, food stamp, and energy
assistance issues. Formal appeals
include personal care home licensure,
daycare licensure, child abuse expunc-
tion, mental health/mental retardation
settlements, hospital per diem rates,
nursing home per diem rates, auditor
general reports, foster family, medical
equipment suppliers, etc. Flasher has a
private practice focusing on bankrupt-
cy and social security disability. As an
honors graduate from Clarion Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, she received her
J.D. from Duquesne University School
of Law  in 2005. Flasher graduated
from Gannon University in 2005 with a
master’s degree in nursing and mas-
ter’s degree in business administration.
She received an associate of science in
nursing from State University of New
York in 1990. Flasher has had a 21-year
career with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania where she held the posi-
tion of Director of Nursing for Military
and Veterans Affairs, Registered Nurse
for State Correctional Institution at
Albion, and Inspector for the Depart-
ment of Health. She is actively involved
with the Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tion’s Bankruptcy and Commercial Law
Section, Elder Law Committee, Health
Law Section, Public Service Committee,
Social Security Practitioners Commit-
tee, Women in the Law Division, and the
Young Lawyers Division. Flasher has
represented the ACBA as a member of
the House of Delegates for the past two
years and is a member of the Pennsyl-
vania Bar Association. She also serves
as a volunteer through the Neighbor-
hood Legal Services Association.

Flasher was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Stephen Del Sole
Has a broad background in civil liti-

gation and focuses his practice on rep-
resenting businesses in commercial
disputes and individuals who have suf-
fered personal injury. Prior to founding
Del Sole Cavanaugh Stroyd, LLC in
2003, Del Sole was a litigation partner

at Reed Smith LLP.
He has handled a
variety of complex
disputes including
shareholder disputes,
design and con-
struction claims,
p u r c h a s e - p r i c e
adjustment dis-
putes, product lia-
bility, insurance
coverage, director

and officer liability, intellectual prop-
erty disputes, and contractual matters.
Del Sole has litigated in Pennsylvania,
West Virginia, New York, New Jersey,
California, and Ohio. He has tried jury
and non-jury trials in both state and
federal court, as well as private arbi-
tration proceedings. He has successful-
ly argued before the appellate courts of
Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

Del Sole has been recognized in
Philadelphia Magazine’s Pennsylvania
Super Lawyers–Rising Stars edition for
2006 and 2007. He received his under-
graduate degree from Penn State Uni-
versity and his law degree from
Duquesne University. He is a published
member of the Duquesne Law Review,
a recipient of the American Jurispru-
dence Award for Excellence in Torts,
the first place winner in the Academy
of Trial Lawyers Gourley Cup Mock
Trial competition, and an inductee in
the Order of the Barristers.

Linda Rhone Enion
Is counsel with

Lovett Bookman
Harmon Marks LLP,
where she concen-
trates her practice
on estate planning,
estate administra-
tion, trust matters,
Orphans’ Court mat-
ters, and charitable
planning. Enion is a
graduate of Dickin-

son College and received her J.D. from
Case Western Reserve University School
of Law. Prior to her experience in pri-
vate practice, she served for many years
as in-house legal counsel with a large
Pittsburgh bank in both the trust and
retail banking areas. She is a member of
the Pennsylvania and Allegheny County
Bar Associations, the Estate Planning
Council of Pittsburgh, and Pittsburgh
Planned Giving Council (having served
in 2002 as its president), and is listed in
Best Lawyers in America.

Enion was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Tina O. Miller
Is an Assistant

U.S. Attorney in the
Criminal Division
of the United States
Attorney’s Office in
the Western District
of Pennsylvania.
She has prosecuted
a wide variety of
federal criminal
cases, including
capital murder,

child sexual exploitation, fraud, gangs,
gambling, and narcotics. She has served
as the District’s Crimes Against Chil-
dren Coordinator, Worker Exploitation
Coordinator, Domestic Violence Coordi-
nator, and Violence Against Women Act
Coordinator. She was an original mem-
ber of the Joint 911 Terrorist Task
Force in the Western District of Penn-
sylvania. Miller previously served on
the United States Department of Jus-
tice’s National Advisory Committee for
Child Exploitation Investigations.

From June 1996 until May 2000,
Miller was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in
the Civil Division of the United States
Attorney’s Office. Her responsibilities
in the Civil Division included litigation,
trial and appeal of a wide variety of
civil matters, including defending the
government, government agencies, and
government employees in civil cases.
Prior to 1996, Miller served as a feder-
al law clerk to the Honorable Donetta
W. Ambrose, now Chief Judge, United
States District Court for the Western

Continued from page 6
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District of Pennsylvania.
Miller is a past president of the

Duquesne Law Alumni Association and
served on that organization’s board of
governors from 1999–2004. She is an
active member of the American Bar
Association and the Allegheny County
Bar Association. She is co-chair of the
Criminal Practice Committee of the
Federal Court Section of the Allegheny
County Bar Association. She has been
appointed as an arbitrator for the Unit-
ed States District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania.

Miller is a 1989 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh and a 1993 gradu-
ate of Duquesne University School of
Law. In 2001 and again in 2004, Miller
received the Director’s Award for Supe-
rior Performance as an Assistant U.S.
Attorney. In May 2005, she received a
“Cyber Law Enforcement” award from
WiredKids.org, a nationwide organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting children
from online predators. She has received
special achievement awards from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
Drug Enforcement Administration and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives. In April 2004,
Miller was one of the individuals select-
ed to brief President George W. Bush on
the United States Patriot Act. The brief-
ing took place in the Roosevelt Room of
the White House.

Miller was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Kevin K. Douglass
Is a shareholder at Babst, Calland,

Clements and Zomnir, P.C. He serves as
vice-chairman of the firm’s Litigation
Services Group, and is a member and
immediate past chair of the Associate
Review Committee. Douglass has two
decades of experience litigating complex
commercial matters including share-

holder disputes,
director/officer lia-
bility, restrictive
c o v e n a n t / t r a d e
secret issues,
emp-loyment con-
tracts, real estate,
products liability,
construction, and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l .
Douglass graduated
magna cum laude

from Mount Union College with honors
in history in 1983. He earned his J.D. at
Duquesne University School of Law in
1986 where he was a member of the
Duquesne Law Review. Douglass is a
member of the Allegheny County, Penn-
sylvania, and American Bar Associa-
tions. He is the past chair and current
member of the Allegheny County Bar
Association Court Rules Committee and
was recently appointed to serve on a
voir dire subcommittee by the Honor-
able Eugene B. Strassburger. Among his
civic activities, Douglass is vice-chair
and secretary of the British-American
Business Council’s Pittsburgh chapter
and serves as a trustee-at-large for the
Energy and Mineral Law Foundation.
For several years, he also served as co-
chair of a wine tasting event benefiting
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.

Douglass was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Charles J. Porter
Is a partner in the law firm of Bruck-

er, Schneider & Porter. He is a 1985
graduate of Duquesne University
School of Law and a member of that
school’s law review. Upon graduation,
he accepted a position at the District
Attorney’s Office of Allegheny County,
where he served as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney until September of 1987,
when he moved into private practice.

He later became a
partner in the firm
Brucker, Zappala,
Schneider & Porter,
which later became
Brucker, Schneider
& Porter.

In addition to his
private practice,
Porter has served
as a judicial law
clerk for three dif-

ferent Common Pleas Court judges. He
is past chair of the Criminal Litigation
Section of the Allegheny County Bar
Association and former co-chair of the
Federal Court Criminal Practice Sub-
committee. He also serves on a com-
mittee concerning the Criminal Justice
Act (CJA) panel for the United States
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania, and has served on
Third Circuit Committees concerning
the reappointment of the former feder-
al public defender and the formulation
of Criminal Court jury instructions.

Cindy Dunlap Hinkle
Is currently a

senior general and
commercial litiga-
tion associate with
the law firm of
Buchanan Ingersoll
& Rooney. She
received her B.A.
from the University
of Pennsylvania and
her J.D. from Tem-
ple University’s

Beasley School of Law. Prior to becom-
ing an attorney, she was a paralegal and
law clerk for a small Philadelphia firm
specializing in representing minors
who had been victims of sexual, physi-
cal, and mental abuse. From
1999–2000, Hinkle was an intern for the

Honorable Thomas N. O’Neill, Jr. of the
U.S. District Court of the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania.

Hinkle is an active volunteer fire-
fighter. She also serves as a member of
the Muddy Creek Township Planning
Commission in Butler County. In 2007,
Hinkle was appointed as a member of
the Southwest Pennsylvania Regional
Housing Advisory Committee to pro-
vide input on the Department of Com-
munity and Economic Development’s
current Action Plan. She also currently
serves as vice-chair of the Asian Attor-
neys Committee of the ACBA and as
the western Pennsylvania liaison to the
Executive Committee of the Asian Bar
Association of Pennsylvania (formerly
the Asian Bar Association of the
Delaware Valley.) Hinkle is also active
with the Pennsylvania Bar Association
and is a member of the National Asian
Pacific American Bar Association.

In 2007, Hinkle undertook her first
attempt at a primary campaign for a
vacant judicial seat on the Butler Coun-
ty Court of Common Pleas.

Hinkle was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Sean Audley
Received his

u n d e r g r a d u a t e
degree at Allegheny
College in Mead-
ville in 1986 and his
law degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 1989. He
served as law clerk
in the Venango
County Court of

Common Pleas to the Honorable H.
William White, Jr., the President Judge,
and the Honorable William E. Breene.
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After completing a one year clerkship
in 1990, he stayed in Venango County
until 1992, serving as an assistant pub-
lic defender and as councilperson in
the City of Franklin. He also worked
for the law firm of Hundertmark and
Getsinger. He returned to Pittsburgh in
1992 to serve as law clerk to the Honor-
able Jeffrey A. Manning, in the Crimi-
nal Division of the Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny County. He left the
clerkship in 1993 to become an associ-
ate with Grossinger, Gordon and Vatz,
LLP, where he was an associate until
1997 when he became a partner, and
the firm was renamed Grossinger, Gor-
don Vatz and Audley, LLP. He resumed
the clerkship with Judge Manning in
1997 and has remained in that position
through the present time. In 2003, he
left Grossinger, Gordon, Vatz and Aud-
ley to form Audley Law Offices, P.C. As
a sole practitioner, he has concentrated
on the representation of hospitals and
other health care providers in a variety
of matters but also maintains a general
civil practice. He is a member of the
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and
American Bar Associations, the Ameri-
can Health Law Association, the
Healthcare Financial Management
Association, and the American Associa-
tion of Healthcare Administrative
Management. Audley has lectured to
members of AAHAM on the legal
aspects of collection on patient
accounts and on proposed changes in
Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation
Medical Cost Containment Regula-
tions. He has also lectured on the Post-
Conviction Collateral Relief Act.

C. Kurt Mulzet
Is a senior asso-

ciate at Jones,
Gregg, Creehan &
Gerace, with more
than twenty-six
years of private
practice experi-
ence. He practices
primarily in the
area of matrimonial
law. Mulzet
obtained his bache-

lor of science degree in history cum
laude from La Roche College, a mas-
ter’s degree in history from the
Catholic University of America, Wash-
ington D.C., and his juris doctorate
from the University of Pittsburgh.
Mulzet was a founder of the Pittsburgh
Chapter of the Matrimonial American
Inns of Court, the nation’s eighth chap-
ter specializing in family law, and was
elected to serve as its president from
1999–2001. He has served on or chaired
numerous committees of the Allegheny
County Bar Association, including the
Professional Ethics Committee. Mulzet
is a founding member of the North
Hills Estates Civic Association and
a lifetime member of the La Roche
College Alumni Association, having
served as the president of its Alumni
Board of Governors. Mulzet is current-
ly serving as an alternate commission-
er on the Ross Township Civil Service
Commission.

Mulzet was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Philip J. (P.J.) Murray, III
Is a partner in

the law firm of
Dinsmore & Shohl,
LLP in the Litiga-
tion Department.
Murray has exten-
sive trial and
appellate litigation
experience in emp-
loyment, commer-
cial, and contractu-
al disputes. He has

litigated to verdict cases on gender,
national origin, age, disability, and
race discrimination. He has obtained
successful results in numerous cases
involving the ADA, ERISA, FMLA,
FLSA, and Equal Pay Act. Murray’s
experience also includes litigation of
cases involving professional malprac-
tice, breach of non-competition and

employment agreements, including
issues involving theft and unlawful use
of trade secrets. He is a frequent lec-
turer and speaker on commercial law,
sexual harassment, employment dis-
crimination, and other employment
related matters. Murray is a 1988 grad-
uate of Duquesne University School of
Law, where he served on the law
review staff. He received a B.A. and a
B.S. from the University of Pittsburgh
in 1985 and was a partner at Thorp
Reed & Armstrong prior to joining
Dinsmore & Shohl in March 2007.

Murray was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Susan Fagan-Weber
Is a Hearing

Officer for Alleghe-
ny County Court of
Common Pleas,
Family Division,
Adult Section. Her
duties include hear-
ing complex sup-
port matters, con-
tempt cases, and
spousal support
complaints. She

graduated in 1978 from Mercyhurst
College, and received her master’s
degree in education in 1983 and juris
doctorate in 1990 from Duquesne Uni-
versity. Before obtaining her law
degree, she worked for Lutheran Youth
and Family Services located in Zelieno-
ple, a residential treatment facility for
dependent and delinquent children.
Her first job as a lawyer was clerking
for the Honorable Samuel Rodgers and
Honorable Deborah O’Dell Seneca in
Washington County. Thereafter, she
entered private practice and was
employed by the family law firm of
Wilder and Mahood for five years. She
then began employment with Alleghe-
ny County and clerked for Justice Max
Baer while he was the Administrative
Law Judge of Family Division, the Hon-
orable Lawrence Kaplan, and the Hon-
orable Eugene Scanlon. Fagan-Weber is
a member of the Allegheny County Bar
Association Family Law Section and
the Pittsburgh Matrimonial Inns of
Court. She served on the board for Cri-
sis Center North for seven years and
volunteered on the Speakers Bureau
for the Pittsburgh Aids Task Force for
two years. Currently, she is a board
member for her community pool asso-
ciation and a member of St. Alexis
Parish. She is married to Ron Weber, a
teacher at Schenley High School, and
has two children, Nick and Shannon.

Fagan-Weber was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Young Lawyers Division

Chair-elect

Marla N. Presley
Is a 2000 gradu-

ate of Mount Union
College and earned
her law degree
from Duquesne
University in 2003.
While in law school,
she worked in the
legal department of
Federated Inves-
tors, Inc. and was
active in the trial

moot court team and the Student Bar
Association. Presley currently prac-
tices as an employment lawyer with the
national law firm of Ogletree, Deakins,
Nash, Smoak & Stewart where she
serves on the firm’s diversity and asso-
ciate committees. Prior to Ogletree, she
worked in civil litigation defense at
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote. Presley
volunteers her time by regularly han-
dling pro bono PFA cases for the Neigh-
borhood Legal Services Association
and serves as council on a federal court
pro bono civil rights lawsuit. She is a
member of the Allegheny County Bar
Association, American Bar Association,
and Pennsylvania Bar Association. She
currently serves on the Young Lawyers
Division council and the Member Serv-
ices Committee. Presley co-chairs the
YLD Skate-a-thon benefitting Attor-

neys Against Hunger and the Law
School Mentoring Program. She is also
the bar association’s liaison to the
Duquesne University School of Law,
and volunteers assisting law students
with mock interviews and resume
building for the school’s career servic-
es department. Presley is on the Board
of Trustees for Family Services of
Western PA, is active in the American
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, and is
currently local coordinator for a “shoe
drive” benefitting Samaritans Feet. She
also volunteers at area nursing homes
by presenting current legal topics to
families, administrators, and staff.

Michael K. Feeney
Has been a mem-

ber of the Young
Lawyers Division
since 2003. As the
YLD Bylaws Com-
mittee chair, he
organized a com-
plete “A to Z” revi-
sion of the YLD
Bylaws, which was
passed by YLD
council last year.

Feeney has been an active member of
the YLD ad-hoc Diversity Committee
since its inception and has drafted a
proposed amendment to the YLD
Bylaws that would transform the ad-hoc
Diversity Committee into a permanent,
standing committee of the YLD, attend-
ing to issues faced by both young
minority and young women lawyers.
Feeney has been extensively involved
as a member of the YLD Education
Committee since 2004, acting as pro-
gram coordinator for several programs
every year since then, including the
Young Litigators Series, the Community
Involvement Fair, this year’s YLD
Bench-Bar CLE, and numerous Lunch
’n Learn seminars. He is a graduate of
the YLD’s Bar Leadership Initiative
class, and in doing so helped create the
first Carnivale fundraiser benefiting
the ACBA’s Loan Repayment Assis-
tance Program, which has since
become an annual event.

Feeney’s YLD Skate-a-thon team has
raised more money for Attorneys
Against Hunger than any other team or
individual in that fundraiser since 2004,
and he currently serves on the planning
committee for the United Mitochondrial
Disease Foundation’s “One Step Closer
to a Cure” 5K Race. Feeney has helped
present three different CLE programs
on avoiding legal malpractice for the
ACBA’s Lawyers Insurance Committee
and is also a former member of the
ACBA Appellate Practice Committee.
Outside of the ACBA, he sits on the
Board of Directors of the Bach Choir of
Pittsburgh, is a member of both the W.
Edward Sell Chapter of the American
Inns of Court and the Pennsylvania
Defense Institute, and is a past graduate
of Duquesne University’s Leadership
Academy. Feeney is a 2001 graduate of
the Dickinson School of Law of the Penn-
sylvania State University and is an asso-
ciate at Grogan Graffam, P.C., where he
focuses his practice on medical and legal
malpractice defense litigation.

Secretary

Melissa L. Ruefle
Is a 1998 gradu-

ate of Westminster
College and earned
her law degree
from Duquesne
Law School in 2003
as a member of the
evening program.
Ruefle is an associ-
ate at Caroselli
Beachler McTier-
nan & Conboy in the

firm’s asbestos litigation practice. She
is very active in the Alumni Association
of Westminster College, where she is
the vice-president of the Alumni Coun-
cil and a member of the Pittsburgh
regional alumni committee. She was a
member of the BLI class of 2004–2005
and a member of YLD council from
2005 to 2008. She has been on the YLD

Education Committee since 2004 and
has chaired the committee for the past
two years. She is active in her home
community of Plum Boro and is an
active volunteer with Riverside Com-
munity Church in Oakmont.

Matt Logue
Is a 2001 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh
School of Law and a
1998 graduate of
Georgetown Uni-
versity. He is cur-
rently serving on
the Young Lawyers
Division council,
where he has previ-
ously acted as chair

of the Member Services Committee and
secretary of the Division. Logue is cur-
rently an associate at Del Sole
Cavanaugh Stroyd LLC where he focus-
es his practice on representing individ-
uals and businesses in all aspects of lit-
igation, including jury and bench trials,
arbitrations, mediations, and appellate
proceedings. Moreover, Logue is heavi-
ly involved in professional and commu-
nity activities. In addition to his work
with the ACBA YLD, he serves as sec-
retary of the Georgetown Club of Pitts-
burgh, has acted as an adjunct profes-
sor at the Community College of
Allegheny County, and is an alumni
member of both Phi Alpha Delta and
the American Inns of Court, W. Edward
Sell Chapter. In 2002, Logue was select-
ed as one of “Pittsburgh’s 50 Finest” by
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Treasurer

Nathan J. Prepelka
Is a 1992 gradu-

ate of Pennsylvania
State University. He
earned his law
degree from Duq-
uesne University
School of Law in
1999. Prepelka is a
partner with The
Webb Law Firm,
where he practices
in the area of intel-

lectual property, including patent,
trademark, copyright, cyberlaw, and
associated litigation. He has previously
served on the ACBA Young Lawyers
Division council and is a past zone chair
and officer in the Pennsylvania Bar
Association Young Lawyers Division,
representing young lawyers in Alleghe-
ny County. He is a past regional coordi-
nator for the state high school mock
trial competition, as well as a commit-
tee chair in the Pittsburgh Intellectual
Property Law Association. In his past
and present roles with the ACBA YLD
council, Prepelka is active in many of
the programs. He previously served as
YLD secretary.

Council

Kevin Eddy
Is currently a

member of the YLD
council. He
received his law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2004 and is a
2001 graduate of
Canisius College.
He currently works
for Burns, White &

Hickton, LLC, focusing his practice on
railroad litigation. He was a member of
the 2005–2006 Bar Leadership Initia-
tive class. As a member of the YLD
council, he served as co-chair of the
Member Services Committee, which is
responsible for planning the annual
Skate-a-thon, the Children’s Holiday
Party, and other annual happy hours.

Hillary N. Snyder
Is a 1998 graduate of Duquesne Uni-

versity and earned her law degree from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law in 2001. Snyder practices in the

Continued from page 9
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areas of estates and
trusts, business/
corporate law, and
real estate. She is a
past member of the
ACBA YLD Bar
Leadership Initia-
tive class. She is also
a past chair of the
Judges Book Com-
mittee. She has
served on the YLD

council since 2002. Snyder is a member
of the YLD Public Service Committee
and is chair of the YLD’s “Very Impor-
tant Papers” project. In addition, Snyder
served on the American Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division 2003 Fall Con-
ference Host Committee. Snyder has
also served as a zone 12 co-chair of the
PBA YLD Executive Council and mem-
ber of the PBA House of Delegates.

Tara B. Stevens
Is an associate at

the law firm of Matis
Baum Rizza O’Con-
nor, P.C. specializing
in medical malprac-
tice defense, hospi-
tal/healthcare law,
and insurance
defense. Prior to
joining Matis Baum
Rizza O’Connor in
2006, she was a law

clerk for Israel, Wood & Grimm. Stevens
is a 2006 graduate of Duquesne Univer-
sity School of Law. While attending law
school, she worked for Pennsylvania
Superior Court Judge Maureen Lally-
Green. She was a three-year executive
board member of the Public Interest
Law Association, raising thousands of
dollars for a public interest scholarship
fund. She was also an active member of
the Women’s Law Association. Stevens

is currently a member of the Bar Lead-
ership Initiative class participating in
and organizing several activities spon-
sored by the ACBA Young Lawyers Divi-
sion. She is also active on the YLD Edu-
cation Committee. Stevens is a member
of the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
and American Bar Associations.

Aaron P. Asher
Is a 2004 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh
School of Law. He is
currently employed
with Raphael,
Ramsden & Behers,
P.C., where he han-
dles a wide variety
of family law mat-
ters including
divorce, custody,

support, PFAs, and juvenile law. In
addition to being a member of the
ACBA, Asher is actively involved in the
Young Lawyers Division. In 2006–2007,
Asher was a member of the YLD’s Bar
Leadership Initiative class which host-
ed the second annual Carnivale event.
Recently, Asher again participated in
the planning of the third annual Carni-
vale, which raised more money than
ever before for the Loan Repayment
Assistance Program. In 2007, Asher co-
chaired the highly successful YLD Golf
Event at Birdsfoot Golf Club which had
over 80 golfers in attendance. Asher
also continues to participate in the
“Very Important Papers” program
through the YLD’s Public Service Com-
mittee, in which he counsels elderly
individuals on the importance of having
basic estate planning documents. In
addition to YLD activities, Asher assists
in coordinating the Neighborhood Legal
Services Association Family Law Clinic.
In addition to volunteering at the clinic,

Asher schedules and coordinates with
other attorneys to volunteer for the pro-
gram to ensure the needs of the public
are met. He also participates in the
NLSA Pro Bono PFA program as well as
the Uptown Legal Clinic. Finally, Asher
was recently appointed co-chair of the
ACBA Family Law Section’s newly
formed Pro Bono Committee.

Kristi L. Johnson
Is a 2003 gradu-

ate of Old Dominion
University and
earned her law
degree from the
Pennsylvania State
University Dickin-
son School of Law in
2006. While in law
school, she worked
as a research assis-
tant for numerous

professors and completed a summer
internship with her employer, Thorp
Reed & Armstrong, LLP. Johnson is a
member of Thorp Reed’s Commercial
and Corporate Litigation Practice
Group. She also volunteers her legal
services with a number of organiza-
tions, including the Neighborhood
Legal Services Association’s PFA pro-
gram, the Uptown Legal Clinic, and the
ACBA Federal Court Prisoners Project.
She has also served as a volunteer for
the University of Pittsburgh’s Black
Law Students Association Street Law
Clinic and as a judge at local moot
court and mock trial competitions.
Johnson is a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association, the Homer S.
Brown Law Association, the Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association, and the American
Bar Association. Within the ACBA, she
is a member of the ACBA Bar Leader-
ship Initiative class and a member of
the ACBA’s newly formed Diversity

Collaborative Program Committee. She
is also secretary for the Homer S.
Brown Law Association, and has
served as chair of the association’s
Black History Month Committee. John-
son is also active in the community,
having served as a mentor for Penn
State University Dickinson Law stu-
dents as well as through the University
of Pittsburgh Reaching Inside Your
Soul for Excellence (R.I.S.E.) program,
and as volunteer for the IRS Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program,
which provides free income tax assis-
tance for low-income individuals.

Jason M. Yarbrough
Is a 2001 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame
and earned his law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2004. While
in law school, he
served as a
research editor for
the University of

Pittsburgh Law Review. Yarbrough
currently works at Meyer, Unkovic &
Scott LLP in the areas of construction
law and commercial litigation. He is a
member of the Allegheny County and
Pennsylvania Bar Associations.
Yarbrough currently serves as a repre-
sentative of the 2007–2008 Young
Lawyers Division Bar Leadership Ini-
tiative class and member of the YLD
Member Services Committee.

Jennifer R. Andrade
Is a 1995 graduate of Boston Univer-

sity and earned her law degree from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law in 2003. Prior to and throughout
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law school, Andrade
was vice president
of a small, Pitts-
burgh-based trans-
portation engineer-
ing firm where she
managed the day to
day operations of
the company. And-
rade is an Assistant
U.S. Attorney in the
Civil Division of the

United States Attorney’s Office for the
Western District of Pennsylvania where
she focuses her practice on employ-
ment, federal tort claims, and prisoner
matters. Andrade has been a member
of the ACBA since graduating from law
school and is currently a member of the
2007–2008 BLI class where she co-
chairs the Promotions Committee of its
Juvenile Domestic Violence Project.
She is also a member of the Hispanic
Attorney’s Committee, the Homer S.
Brown Law Association, and the YLD
Public Service Committee, and has par-
ticipated in the YLD’s “Stepping Out”
program as well as the Children’s Holi-
day Party. Andrade serves as a commis-
sioner for the City of Pittsburgh Human
Relations Commission, and is serving
her second year as chair of the J.
Reuben Clark Law Society whose mem-
bers are affiliated with her church.

C.J. Engel
Is an associate

with the law firm of
SPK. He is seeking
his first term on the
Young Lawyers
Division council.
Engel is a 1998
graduate of Penn
State University
and earned his law
degree from the
University of Pitts-

burgh in 2004. Prior to joining SPK,
Engel served as a law clerk at SPK
throughout law school. Engel is a mem-
ber of the American Association for
Justice, Pennsylvania Association for
Justice, Western Pennsylvania Trial
Lawyers Association, Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Association, and Morningside
Area Community Counsel. Engel prac-
tices in the area of personal injury, with
appellate experience in complex civil
rights cases.

Robert Fratto
Is an associate at

Goehring, Rutter &
Boehm and is a
member of the
firm’s Litigation
Group. He is a 1993
graduate of the
Pennsylvania State
University, earning
a bachelor of sci-
ence in internation-
al politics. He

earned his law degree at the University
of Pittsburgh, graduating in 2004. Prior
to attending law school, Fratto worked
for a number of elected officials and
state agencies including the Office of
the Governor, the State Office of
Administration, the Pennsylvania
Office of Attorney General, and the
State House of Representatives. He is
currently co-chair of the Member Serv-
ices Committee and was selected as a
member of the Young Lawyer’s Divi-
sion Bar Leadership Initiative class of
2005. He has been involved in numer-
ous YLD programs including the Skate-
a-thon, “Stepping Out” program, and
Children’s Holiday Party. He has also
been the attorney advisor to the Wash-
ington High School mock trial team for
the past two years.

Julie R. Yarzebinski
Is a 2002 graduate of Gannon Uni-

versity and earned her law degree from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law in 2005. While in school she
interned with Break the Cycle and par-
ticipated in the Family Law Clinic,
focusing her efforts on public service.

After graduation,
Yarzebinski served
a one year term as
law clerk to the
Honorable Kim D.
Eaton of the
Allegheny County
Court of Common
Pleas. After spend-
ing a year and a
half practicing fam-
ily law, Yarzebinski

recently joined Jones Gregg Creehan &
Gerace where she practices civil litiga-
tion. She is a member of the 2007–2008
Bar Leadership Initiative class, serving
as chair of the class project. Yarzebins-
ki is also active with the Education
Committee of the YLD and served as
social chair of the Family Law Section.
Outside of the legal community, Yarze-
binski is on the Board of Directors at
Urban Youth Action and is on the plan-
ning committee for the Garbage Bag
Gala benefiting the Salvation Army’s
Family Caring Center.

Stephanie R. Reiss
Is a graduate of

Brown University
and earned her law
degree from George-
town University Law
Center in 2001.
Reiss clerked for
the Hon. D. Brooks
Smith while he
served on the U.S.
District Court for
the Western Dis-

trict of Pennsylvania (2001–2002) and
for the United States Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit (2002–2003). She
is now an attorney with Morgan Lewis
& Bockius, LLP in its Labor & Employ-
ment Group. She was a member of the
2004 Bar Leadership Initiative and has
served on YLD council and the Public
Service Committee from 2005–2007.
She also currently runs the “Stepping
Out” program, which seeks to educate
senior high school students on the basic
legal principles that will affect their
life after school, and serves on the
ACBA Audit Committee. She frequent-
ly handles pro bono matters for Neigh-
borhood Legal Services Association,
representing indigent clients at unem-
ployment compensation hearings.

Hope Guy
Is a child advo-

cate, representing
abused and neglect-
ed children with the
non-profit agency
of KidsVoice. She is
an active member
of the 2007–2008
ACBA Bar Leader-
ship Initiative class.
Currently, she is
running unopposed

for her second term as Secretary of the
Pennsylvania Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division (PBA YLD). She is
serving her second term as Planning
Co-Chair for the PBA YLD summer
meeting. For the past three years, she
served as the PBA YLD representative
to the Conference of County Bar Lead-
ers Executive Board. In 2000, Guy
graduated from the University of Pitts-
burgh with majors in political science
and philosophy, as well as concentra-
tions in mathematics and history. She
received her juris doctorate from
Duquesne University School of Law in
2003. While attending law school, she
was actively involved in moot court
competitions, was vice-president of the
Student Bar Association, and was an
officer of various other organizations.
She interned at the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Office of Disciplinary
Counsel. After graduation, she prac-
ticed in Lock Haven, Pa., focusing on
family matters, bankruptcies, and
criminal defense. While in Lock Haven,
Guy held the position of Clinton County
Bar Association secretary for two years
and was a member of the county’s Chil-
dren and Youth Advisory Board. She
has been an active volunteer with Big
Brothers, Big Sisters of America and

has been a presenter at numerous
speaking engagements throughout the
commonwealth. In addition to her
employment with KidsVoice, she tutors
students in mathematics.

Erin Lucas
Is a 2004 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame
Law School and
received her B.S.
from Carnegie Mel-
lon University in
2001. Lucas is a
member of the
Pennsylvania and
Washington, D.C.
bars and is an asso-

ciate at Manion, McDonough & Lucas
where she has been an active partici-
pant in the firm’s general commercial
litigation practice for the past four
years. While in law school, she interned
in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Western District of Pennsylvania
(White Collar Crime Division), the St.
Joseph County Public Defender’s
Office in South Bend, Ind., and the
Pennsylvania Attorney General’s
Office (Narcotics and Organized Crime
Branch). Lucas has been an active
member of the YLD Member Services
Committee for the past two years and
was co-chair of the extremely success-
ful 2007 YLD Golf Outing. Additionally,
she was a member of the 2007 BLI
class. Her pro bono activities include
volunteering for Neighborhood Legal
Service’s PFA program and serving as
legal counsel for Hello Bully, a Pitts-
burgh-based animal welfare organiza-
tion that works with abused and aban-
doned pitbulls.

Women in the Law Division

Vice-chair

Krysia Kubiak
Is Assistant Gen-

eral Counsel at
Duquesne Light.
Prior to joining
Duquesne Light,
she was a civil liti-
gator with the law
firm Lynch Weis.
She began her
career as a deputy
district attorney in
Colorado Springs,

Colo., where she was awarded the
“Trial Hound” award. Kubiak has been
an active executive council member of
the WLD since shortly after arriving in
Pittsburgh, and is the co-chair of the
Public Relations Committee, co-chair
of the Take Your Child to Work Day
committee, and a member of the
Minority Collaborative Committee.
Kubiak is currently running as a dele-
gate in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict for Senator Obama and is acting in
the Kean Theatre production of
“Crimes of the Heart.”

Jennifer F. Shugars
Is an associate

with Pepper Hamil-
ton LLP. She concen-
trates her practice in
real estate litigation,
including tax assess-
ment appeals, lease
disputes, and zoning
issues. Shugars
received her B.A.
summa cum laude
from Washington

and Jefferson College in 1996 and her
J.D. magna cum laude from Washington
and Lee University School of Law in
1999, where she served as lead articles
editor for the Law Review. After law
school, Shugars clerked for the Honor-
able Frederick P. Stamp, Jr. in the United
States District Court for the Northern
District of West Virginia and worked for
a large Pittsburgh law firm before join-
ing Pepper Hamilton.

Shugars is a member of the Ameri-
can, Pennsylvania, and Allegheny
County Bar Associations. She has
served on the ACBA Young Lawyers
Division council and is an active mem-

ber of the council’s Education Commit-
tee. Currently, she serves on the ACBA
Women in the Law Division council,
and was previously elected secretary.
Shugars has volunteered with the
ACBA’s Attorneys Against Hunger pro-
gram and Duquesne’s Career Literacy
for African American Youth (CLAAY)
program. She sits on the Board of
Directors for the Unseam’d Shake-
speare Theatre Company and enjoys
the performing arts and traveling off
the beaten path. Shugars and her hus-
band, Jason Derk, reside in Edgewood
with their two dogs.

Treasurer

Carrie Matesevac Collins
Has been an

active participant in
the ACBA Women in
the Law Division
since 2002. She has
held numerous posi-
tions within the
WLD, including
serving as the chair
of the Division in
2004–2005. Collins
has served as treas-

urer for the 2007–2008 fiscal year (the
inaugural year of this office) and has
assisted in expanding WLD program-
ming while remaining under budget and
securing sponsorship dollars and addi-
tional external support. Further, she
created processes and procedures for
expense reimbursement and tracking.
Collins serves as the Executive Direc-
tor of Gift Planning and Stewardship at
Duquesne University, where she is
responsible for the creation and main-
tenance of a comprehensive program to
generate donor support to the Universi-
ty through a variety of complex chari-
table gifts. She also serves as planned
giving legal counsel for the Division of
University Advancement, advising
both gift officers and donors as to the
legal and tax implications of making
certain gifts. Collins graduated from
the University of Pittsburgh and from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law and obtained a master of arts in
leadership and liberal studies from
Duquesne University in 2007.

Secretary

Cami Davis
Is an associate

with Rothman Gor-
don, P.C. in the
Labor and Employ-
ment Law Depart-
ment. She works
with individual and
corporate clients
on a variety of
issues, including
sexual harassment,
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,

and other human resource matters.
Davis received her B.A. from Dickin-
son College in 2000 and her J.D. from
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law in 2003.

Davis has served as a member of the
Women in the Law Division’s executive
council since 2005. During that time,
she has served as co-chair of the Annu-
al Meeting and Mansmann Award Com-
mittees and has also served as a mem-
ber of a number of other committees.

Council

Beverly Block
Is a member of

the Litigation Serv-
ices Group at Sher-
rard, German &
Kelly, P.C., where
she litigates civil
and commercial
matters for small
and mid-sized com-
panies in federal
and state court.
Block has served as

a federal judicial law clerk in the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court and began her legal
career at a large international law firm.
She earned her B.A. with distinction in

Continued from page 11
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a member of the
International Foun-
dation of Employee
Benefit Plans, the
Western Pennsylva-
nia Total Compensa-
tion Association
where she serves on
the Executive Com-
mittee, the Society
for Human
Resource Manage-

ment, and the Pittsburgh Human
Resource Association serving on the
Emerging Trends Committee.

Mirowitz earned her J.D. from
Duquesne University School of Law in
2007, where she was a member of the
Duquesne Law Review and the editor-

in-chief of Juris Magazine. During her
tenure as editor-in-chief, Juris
received the ABA annual award for
best law school magazine. While in law
school, Mirowitz interned with the
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission (EEOC) and with Judge Paul F.
Lutty, Jr. of the Allegheny County Court
of Common Pleas. Mirowitz earned her
M.A. in human resources management
from Washington University in 1988
and her B.A. in public relations and
speech communications from Tulane
University in 1982. She also has passed
her examination for a Professional in
Human Resources Certificate. She is
admitted to practice in Pennsylvania
and before the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania. ■

philosophy from the University of
Michigan and her juris doctor from the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Block serves as vice-chair of the
Propel Pittsburgh Commission and is
active in a number of non-profit organ-
izations including the United Jewish
Federation and the National Council of
Jewish Women. For the past four years,
Block has been a regular attendee of
the ACBA’s Women in the Law Division
meetings, and for the last two years,
has been on the planning committee for
the WLD annual meeting. Block is also
a member of the Gender Bias Subcom-
mittee of the WLD.

Rebecca Titus Colosimo
Is a 1996 magna

cum laude graduate
of Washington &
Jefferson College,
where she was
elected to member-
ship in the Phi Beta
Kappa society. She
received her law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of

Law in 1999, where she was managing
editor for the Law Review and a mem-
ber of the Order of the Coif. Currently,
Colosimo is a Conflicts Analyst Attor-
ney in the Business Intake Group of
Reed Smith LLP. Previously, she prac-
ticed in the areas of insurance coverage
litigation and general commercial liti-
gation in the Pittsburgh offices of Kirk-
patrick & Lockhart Nicholson Graham
LLP (now Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Pre-
ston Gates Ellis LLP) and LeBoeuf,
Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP (Now
Dewey & LeBoeuf). Colosimo has
served on the ACBA Women in the Law
Division council since 2004. She is also
a member of the Civil Litigation Section
of the Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tion. As a member of the Women in the
Law Division council, she has helped to
plan many events, including the semi-
annual new admittees’ receptions
which celebrate new members’ admis-
sion to the Pennsylvania Bar and wel-
comes them to the ACBA. She is a Pitts-
burgh native and resides in Robinson
Township with her husband, Steven.

Jeanine L. DeBor
Is the Director of

Law Alumni Rela-
tions at Duquesne
University School
of Law. DeBor
received her B.A.
cum laude from
Duquesne Universi-
ty and her J.D. from
the Dickinson
School of Law. She
most recently was a

child advocate at KidsVoice, represent-
ing abused and neglected children in
Allegheny County. She previously prac-
ticed law in the areas of workers’ com-
pensation, social security disability, and
commercial litigation. DeBor is current-
ly secretary of the Women in the Law
Division and has previously served as a
council member. She is also president of
Soroptimist International of Pittsburgh
and is a deacon in her church.

Meghan Jones-Rolla
Is an associate at

Meyer Darragh
Buckler Bebenek &
Eck, P.L.L.C
engaged in general
civil litigation, with
an emphasis on
insurance defense,
firearms law, and
criminal defense.
Jones-Rolla was
admitted to prac-

tice in Pennsylvania in 2002 and was
admitted to the United States Supreme
Court in 2007. She is a graduate of the
Duquesne University School of Law
and currently teaches students
enrolled in the journalism department
on media law and regulation. She is
currently the secretary of the Women’s
Bar Association of Western Pennsylva-

nia. She has been an executive board
member of the WBA since 2005. Jones-
Rolla is also participating in a women’s
leadership program known as the Anne
B. Anstine Excellence in Public Serv-
ice Series. She was one of only 17
women across Pennsylvania selected
for the program. Prior to practicing
law, she was a television reporter for
nine years. The last five years were
spent at the ABC affiliate in Pittsburgh
where she worked as a consumer/legal
affairs reporter.

Jennifer Mecs
Is an associate at

Goldman Schafer &
Spear P.C. She
focuses her prac-
tice in the areas of
employment and
securities litigation.
Mecs received her
B.A. magna cum
laude from the Uni-
versity of Pitts-
burgh and her J.D.

from the University of North Carolina
School of Law. Prior to joining Gold-
man Schafer & Spear P.C., Mecs served
as a law clerk to the Honorable Joseph
Hudock of the Superior Court of Penn-
sylvania. She is an active member of
the Women in the Law Division and of
the ACBA Diversity Collaborative.

Julie W. Meder
Is an intellectual

property attorney
with extensive
experience in law,
business, and tech-
nical fields such as
chemical engineer-
ing, physics, and
biotechnology. She
holds a J.D. from
the University of
Pittsburgh School

of Law (1993), an M.S. in chemical
engineering from the University of Vir-
ginia (1984), and a B.A. in physics from
Colgate University (1982). Meder
serves as a director and vice president
of The Webb Law Firm, which has con-
centrated exclusively in intellectual
property law since 1845. She has held
various management positions within
the firm, and currently serves as chair
of the Associate’s Committee, where
she trains and oversees the associate
attorneys within the firm. She is recog-
nized for her professional skills, as well
as her time-management ability to bal-
ance the priorities of career and family.
She is a published author and legal
authority whose informed comments
have appeared in various legal and
technology publications and scientific
journals. Meder is a registered patent
attorney before the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office and is admitted to
the bar in Pennsylvania as well as the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit and the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.
She has presented and argued before
the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office Board of Patent Appeals
and Interferences and the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit high-
profile cases with far-reaching impact
on the patentability of plant material.
Prior to her legal career, Meder held
positions in research with the Universi-
ty of Wageningen, the Netherlands and
in engineering and sales with E.I. du
Pont de Nemours & Co., Inc. Meder is
active in various community and social
organizations, including sports clubs
and her local parish. She is an accom-
plished athlete and an avid runner, and
also enjoys tennis and skiing.

Jacqueline “Jacki” F. Mirowitz
Is an associate in Morgan Lewis’s

Employee Benefits and Executive Com-
pensation Practice. Mirowitz’s practice
involves every aspect of employee bene-
fits, executive and equity compensation,
and related areas. Mirowitz is a member
of the American and Pennsylvania Bar
Associations as well as a member of the
Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Gender Equality Task Force. She is also

Pro Bono volunteers to be
recognized at annual event

The ACBA’s Public Service Com-
mittee will say thank you to attor-
neys, paralegals, law students,

and other Pro Bono Center volunteers
at a breakfast program on Wednesday,
May 14. The event will be held at the
Rivers Club, One Oxford Centre, with
breakfast and reg-
istration beginning
at 8:00 a.m. fol-
lowed by brief wel-
coming remarks
and a one-hour
ethics CLE on
issues relating to
the representation

of low-income through pro bono pro-
grams. Both the breakfast and the
CLE are FREE to Pro Bono Center
volunteers. For more information
about this event, please contact Bar-
bara Griffin at 412-402-6677 or bgrif-
fin@acba.org. ■
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Bar Briefs

News and Notes
Edward G. Rice,

a shareholder and
director of the law
firm of Sherrard,
German & Kelly,
P.C., has authored
the legal reference
book Pennsylvania
Secured Transac-
tions Under Revised
Article 9 of the UCC,
Forms and Practice
Manual, which was
published recently

by Data Trace Publishing Company.
The book covers a comprehensive
review of the law in Pennsylvania for
secured transactions under revised
Article 9 of the UCC. Rice is a member
of the firm’s Financial Services and
Corporate Services Groups.

◆    ◆    ◆
Rudov & Stein,

PC will celebrate its
twenty-fifth anni-
versary on April 28,
2008. David K.
Rudov and Robert
Stein started the
firm on April
28, 1983 with an
office in downtown
Pittsburgh and have
been practicing
together in western
Pa. since that time.
The firm concen-
trates its practice in
the areas of credi-
tors’ rights, busi-
ness bankruptcy,
contract litigation,
commercial land-
lord-tenant, and state
court receiverships.

◆    ◆    ◆
Three attorneys

from Meyer, Dar-
ragh, Buckler,
Bebenek & Eck,

P.L.L.C. will present a one-day program
at the upcoming County Commissioners
Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP)
Academy for Excellence in County
Government Workshop. Marie Milie
Jones, Michael R. Lettrich, and Mary
Lou Maierhofer will speak concerning
critical employment issues for public
officials, civil rights litigation, general
liability, and politics in the courthouse.

◆    ◆    ◆
Tammy Singleton-English of Single-

ton-English Law Offices in Upper St.
Clair has been selected to serve on the
board of directors of the Estate Plan-
ning Council of Pittsburgh.

◆    ◆    ◆
Pittsburgh Legal Administrators

Association announces the newly elected
officers for the upcoming 2008-2009
year. President: Corrine E. McCartney,
Office Manager, Houston Harbaugh, P.C.;
VP/President-Elect: Carol Feldman,
Human Resource Director, Goehring
Rutter & Boehm; Secretary: A. Michele
Rihn, Legal Administrator, DiBella Geer
McAllister Best; Secretary-Elect: Anne
Parys, Director of Marketing, Rothman
Gordon, P.C.; Treasurer: Gail P. Semon-
ian, Office Administrator, Matis Baum
Rizza & O’Conner; Treasurer-Elect:
Tracy Pape, Office Manager, Bernstein
Law Firm, P.C.

◆    ◆    ◆
Joan Ellenbogen is a member of the

PBA’s Commission on Women and
managing partner of CrawfordEllenbo-
gen LLC. CrawfordEllenbogen has
been listed in Working Mother maga-
zine’s Top 25 Woman-Owned Business-
es nationwide.

◆    ◆    ◆
In May 2008, Mark A. Bartholomaei,

an associate in Obermayer Rebmann
Maxwell & Hippel LLP’s Pittsburgh
office and a member of the firm’s Litiga-
tion Department, will travel to South
Africa to participate as one of several

featured speakers
from across Europe,
North America,
Latin America,
Africa, and Asia in
the “Lawyering in
the International
Market” seminar
sponsored by the
Center for Interna-
tional Legal Studies.
The program will
examine the most
common issues

confronting lawyers engaged in cross-
border matters. Bartholomaei will pre-

sent a paper on
“Toxic Tort and
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Litigation in the
United States.”

◆    ◆    ◆
For the fourth

consecutive year,
Ira Weiss has been
honored as a
Pennsylvania Super
Lawyer by Law &
Politics and Phil-
adelphia Magazine.

People on the Move
Rothman Gordon, P.C. is pleased to

announce two new hires. Diane Vogels-
berger has joined the firm as office man-
ager, where she will manage daily oper-
ations for over 60 attorneys and staff.
Charles J. Vrscak, Jr. has joined the firm
as a paralegal. Vrscak will be working
with the Labor & Employment and
Employment Litigation departments.

◆    ◆    ◆
Cipriani & Werner is pleased to

announce the addition of six new attor-
neys. Mark R. Hamilton is a partner in
its litigation group. Hamilton practices
primarily in the areas of medical mal-
practice, product liability, commercial
litigation, municipal and civil rights liti-
gation, personal injury insurance law,
and general casualty litigation. Hamilton
brings a team of accomplished liability
associates including John M. Giunta,
Rebecca A. Sember, Philip J. Sbrolla,
and Johnna D. Hutnick. In addition, the
Pittsburgh Workers’ Compensation
group welcomes Jessica L. Herndon.

◆    ◆    ◆
Zimmer Kunz, PLLC announces the

recent addition of associate Daniel D.
Taylor. Taylor is admitted to practice in
both Pennsylvania and West Virginia
and will practice civil litigation in the
firm’s Morgantown, W.Va. branch office.

◆    ◆    ◆
David H. Dille has joined Dapper,

Baldasare, Benson, Behling & Kane, P.C.
as a shareholder. Dille concentrates his
practice in the areas of workers’ com-
pensation and occupational disease liti-
gation. Harry J. Klucher has joined Dap-
per, Baldasare, Benson, Behling & Kane,
P.C. as a shareholder. Klucher focuses
his practice in the areas of employer lia-
bility and workers’ compensation law.
Gregory J. Fischer has joined Dapper,
Baldasare, Benson, Behling & Kane, P.C.
as an associate. Fischer concentrates his
practice representing employers and
insurers in workers’ compensation and
federal black lung litigation. Kristy L.
Rizzo has joined Dapper, Baldasare,
Benson, Behling & Kane, P.C. as an asso-
ciate. Rizzo’s practice focuses on insur-
ance and commercial litigation.

Changes in Status
Jesse Raymond Ruhl was placed on

temporary suspension from the prac-
tice of law in the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania
effective March 18. ■
All submissions for “Bar Briefs” or “In
Memoriam” should be sent to the attention
of David Blaner, ACBA Executive Director,
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Ave.,
Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219, or e-mailed to
dblaner@acba.org.
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

C L E  P R O G R A M S

ACBA Registration Information: Register for any of these programs via: Mail: CLE Dept., ACBA, 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Fax 412-261-6438; Phone: 412-402-6612.
PBI Registration Information: MAIL: PBI, 5080 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6903; FAX:
(717) 796-2348; PHONE: (717) 796-0804 or (800) 932-4637; ON THE WEB: www.pbi.org. All PBI CLE
programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association.

BUSINESS LAW
11th Annual Federal Securities Law Forum

Focus on current & proposed developments in the
rapidly changing environment of federal securities litigation.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Friday, April 25,
2008; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: Live Simulcast—The Koppers
Bldg., 436 Seventh Ave., 9th Fl. • Full Day Tuition (includes course book and lunch): Early Reg-
istration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $299; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $279; Non-
member: $319; Paralegals attending with attorney: $109; Paralegals attending alone: $139; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $140. Standard Registra-
tion - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $324; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $304; Nonmember: $344;
Paralegals attending with attorney: $134; Paralegals attending alone: $164; Judges & judicial law
clerks: $175; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $165 • Half Day Tuition (morning or
afternoon session includes course book): Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$199; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with attorney:
$99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/04: $90. Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member
admitted after 1/1/04: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with attorney: $124; Paralegals
attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after
1/1/04: $115. Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Reg-
istration Discount. Register with PBI.

HOSPITALITY LAW
The faculty will highlight the complexities of hospitality law and
help you to better serve your clients; and you will also become a

more informed consumer of hospitality services.
Credits: 6 substantive • When: Monday, April 28, 2008; 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. • Where: Live Simulcast—The Koppers Bldg., 436 Seventh Ave., 9th Fl. • Tuition (includes
course book and lunch): Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $229;
Member admitted after 1/1/04: $209; Nonmember: $249; Paralegals attending with attorney: $99;
Paralegals attending alone: $129; Hospitality Industry Personnel (without CLE credit): $129; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $115; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $105. Standard Registra-
tion - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $254; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $234; Nonmember: $274;
Paralegals attending with attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Hospitality Industry
Personnel (without CLE credit): $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $140; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/04: $130. Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

REAL ESTATE PRACTICE
Real Estate Law Update 2008

Be updated on significant new developments in real estate law, pick up practice
tips, and get quick and convenient refresher in ½ day.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Wednesday, April 30, 2008; 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., check-in begins
at 8:00 a.m. • Where: Live Simulcast—The Koppers Bldg., 436 Seventh Ave., 9th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $189; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/04: $169; Nonmember: $209; Paralegals attending with attorney: $99; Parale-
gals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/04: $85. Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $214; Member admitted
after 1/1/04: $194; Nonmember: $234; Paralegals attending with attorney: $124; Paralegals attending
alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $120; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04:
$110. Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

SKILLS TRAINING
Legal Writing Techniques for Winning Arguments

Evaluate your writing skills, benefit from writing tips
and formulate a realistic one-month writing improvement plan.

Credits: 6 substantive • When: Wednesday, April 30, 2008; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in begins at
8:00 a.m. • Where: Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, 112 Washington Pl. • Tuition (includes course
book): Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $229; Member admitted after
1/1/04: $209; Nonmember: $249; Paralegals attending with attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone:
$129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $115; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $105. Stan-
dard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $254; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $234; Non-
member: $274; Paralegals attending with attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $140; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $130. Registrations received
more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
Workers’ Compensation Practice & Procedure 2008

Our flagship course, book—and CD-ROM! Theme again this year: “Raising the
Bar.” Varied format of panel discussions, debates, and quick tips.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Wednesday, April 30, 2008; 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., check-in begins
at 8:00 a.m. • Where: David Lawrence Convention Center, Corner of Tenth St. and 1000 Ft.
Duquesne Blvd. • Tuition (includes course book with book on CD-ROM): Early Registration Dis-
count - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $269; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $199; Nonmember:
$299; Paralegals attending with attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law
clerks (including workers’ compensation judges, and members or employees of the WCAB and the
Workers’ Compensation Bureau): $135; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $100. Stan-
dard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $294; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $224; Non-
member: $324; Paralegals attending with attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges &
judicial law clerks (including workers’ compensation judges, and members or employees of the WCAB
and the Workers’ Compensation Bureau): $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04:
$125. Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Extra Credit: Reflections on Professionalism—by Kenneth R. Feinberg Credits: 1 ethics
• When: Wednesday, April 30, 2008; 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., check-in begins at 1:00 p.m. • Tuition:
*EarlyDiscount - pre-registered attendee: $35; All others: $49 *Standard - pre-registered: $45; All oth-
ers: $59. Register with PBI.
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In Memoriam

Alexander C. Sherrard, 1923–2008

Alexander C. Sherrard,
84, of Fox Chapel,
passed away on March

27, 2008. Sherrard was born
on July 5, 1923, in
Brownsville, Pa. He graduat-
ed magna cum laude from
Amherst College with a bach-
elor of arts degree in 1947 and
from Yale Law School with an
LL.B. in 1950. Upon gradua-
tion, Sherrard joined the pred-
ecessor lawfirm of Campbell Thomas &
Houck (later Campbell, Thomas &
Burke; Campbell, Sherrard & Burke;
and presently Sherrard German &
Kelly). He was admitted to practice in
Pennsylvania on March 27, 1951 and
retired from practice and the firm in
early 2003. Sherrard was a member of
the American, Pennsylvania, and
Allegheny County Bar Associations,
and a fellow of the American Bar Foun-
dation. He was also a member of the
Duquesne Club.

Sherrard was a well-known
and highly regarded lawyer in
the consumer financial servic-
es and banking world, and was
well respected for his vast
knowledge of the intricate
laws and regulations applica-
ble to this specialized area of
banking. He was sought out by
and represented the largest
banks locally, including the
former Pittsburgh National

Bank, now PNC Bank, N.A., as well as
the former Equibank, and many other
local and national financial institutions.
He was a frequent lecturer on con-
sumer banking topics as well.

Sherrard was the husband of Dorothy
L. Sherrard, father of Amy S. (William)
Weaver of Wilmett, Ill., and Alexander
C. (Dr. Suzanne Holdcraft) Sherrard, III
of Hopewell, N.J. He was the grandfa-
ther of Kelsey and Matthew Weaver and
Emily and Patricia Sherrard, and is also
survived by nieces and nephews. ■

Lawyers’ Mart

Mark Surace & Associates—Residential Construction
Experts; Detailed reports/Consulting work; Skilled in
Litigation - References; State Certified Building Inspector;
27 years experience in Residential work. 724-258-3989.
1-800-351-3989. Fax: 724-258-3376. marksuraceassoc
@comcast.net.

OFFICE SPACE

Downtown office space available (412) 391-0899

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412) 921-4046.
Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com

TOXICOLOGY

Clinical Toxicologist, Biomedical Scientist, Expert Witness, sev-
eral years experience of court testimonies. www.drknrao.com
412-849-1292 (cell); 412-833-4643 (home).

For Lawyers’ Mart rate information call
Peggy Lewis at 412-261-6255.

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 1990.
Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

GILMORE AUCTION GALLERIES—Estate appraisals. Com-
plete auction service. (724) 684-4666. James R. Gilmore.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced in
Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil & Criminal
Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.—20 yrs. of forensic econom-
ics & vocational eval. expertise in one report. 412-415-1136.

EXPERT WITNESS

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, FORENSIC ENGINEERING. Ira
S. Kuperstein, Ph.D., P.E. Extensive experience. (412) 318-4253.

majority of employees in the bargain-
ing unit no longer supported the union,
and therefore violated the NLRA by
refusing to recognize the union.

In its opinion, the Fourth Circuit
stressed the fact that because an
employer has the burden of showing,
by a preponderance of the evidence,
that a union has lost majority support
at the time that the employer with-
draws recognition of that union, the
preferred method for resolving the
question of that support is through
“board conducted elections.” In this
case, an election would clearly have
settled the issue of the employee’s sup-
port, or lack thereof, for union repre-
sentation at the time of Bayside’s with-
drawal of recognition, and would have
avoided this lengthy litigation. ■

EMPLOYER continued from page 2

Caquatto said attending the confer-
ence has helped her appreciate the
breadth and depth of interests and
experience of the members of the local
legal profession.

“By attending the conference over
the years, I have learned that we
undertake some of the most difficult
and important work of citizens in a
democracy,” she said.

Caquatto said some of her fondest
memories were created years ago when
she helped behind the scenes with cos-
tumes for the lawyers and judges who
performed in the “Big Show,” which
was an annual spoof that used to be
held at the conference.

DelGreco began attending the con-
ference in 1983. He previously served
on the Bench-Bar Committee and has
been the partner in charge of the
event for Dickie McCamey & Chilcote
for 25 years.

“For the most part, the practice of
law is adversarial, and regretfully,
sometime confrontational. I must admit
that my favorite aspects of the confer-
ence are on social lines,” said DelGre-
co. “I enjoy both the golf outing and the
cookout. If the weather cooperates,
both of these events are extremely
casual and the informal atmosphere
promotes a cordiality and collegiality

on legal issues at a great price,” said
Caquatto, an independent legal con-
tractor who has been attending the con-
ference since the early 1980s. “It’s a
great way to relax, learn, and share
because there is always something to
do. Whatever your main goal—CLE,
sports, or camaraderie—you’ll find it at
the Bench-Bar.”

BENCH-BAR continued from page 3

that is seldom afforded otherwise.
Relationships, trust, and recognition
are important in any profession and to
the extent that any of the foregoing can
be promoted by the conference, surely
makes attendance worthwhile.”

Steinberg, a partner at Steidl &
Steinberg, has been a familiar face at
the conference since 1982. His favorite
part of the event is seeing his brother,
Michael, and all of his friends.

When asked if he had any amusing
stories to share about his conference
experiences, Steinberg was ready with
a response.

“I have several, including one about
the impromptu singing group that sev-
eral of us formed on one of the walk-
ways of Seven Springs at 4:30 a.m. that
went on until daybreak,” he recalled. “I
also remember four of us, who were all
amateur athletes, betting on who could
run from the bottom of the ski slope to
the top in the shortest time.

“We agreed to meet at 7 a.m. at the
slope. Of course, only one person actu-
ally appeared–me,” he added. “Not
wanting to waste the morning, I started
running up the slope, often getting
bogged down in the sometimes thigh-
high grass. By the time I had almost
reached the top, I thought my heart was
going to pound its way out of my chest.
I got to the top, thankful that I sur-
vived, sat for a half hour to make cer-
tain I was OK and descended down the
mountain to the main building. Never
again! Where are those other guys?”

Steinberg encourages other mem-
bers of the bar to attend the conference
this year, especially if they have never
made an appearance in the past.

“If you have never been there, you
don’t know what you are missing,” he
said. “Try it once…you won’t be sorry.”

Schnippert reminds ACBA members
that Seven Springs is the perfect loca-
tion for the conference because it is
close to Pittsburgh, but it feels like you
are in a far-away place.

“It is only an hour from Pittsburgh,
which enables lawyers to have easy
access and, if necessary, get back to town
in an hour,” she said. “Although the
resort is only an hour away from the city,
once you’re in the beautiful mountains of
western Pennsylvania, you feel like
you’re a world away. It offers a relaxed
atmosphere with lots of amenities.”

The schedule for the conference is
as follows:

Thursday, June 19:

Athletic Events

Donald W. Bebenek Golf Tournament,
7:45 a.m.
Les Zittrain Tennis Tournament, 9:45 a.m.
Fat Tire Bike Rally, 10 a.m.

Programs

Welcome Reception, 1-3 p.m.
YLD–Roadmap to Allegheny County
Courts, two substantive credits, 2–4 p.m.
New Developments on the Bankruptcy
Battleground, two substantive credits,
2–4 p.m.
WLD–The Biggest Winner: Success for
Lawyers & Law Firms, one ethics
credit, 4:15–5:15 p.m.
Motivational Intervention, one ethics
credit, 4:15–5:15 p.m.

Social Events

Young Lawyers Division Meet-
ing/Social Gathering, 5:15–6:15 p.m.

Reception and Country Bar-B-Que, 7
p.m.
Late Evening Reception, immediately
following bar-b-que.

Friday, June 20:

Programs

Breakfast with the judges, one ethics
credit, 9–10 a.m.
Impeach Justice Douglas, two ethics
credits, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Luncheon/Amram Award/Passing the
Gavel, 12:45–2 p.m.
All afternoon programs are one sub-
stantive credit
Civil Division Sound-Off/Workshop,
2:15–3:15 p.m.
Orphans’ Court Sound-Off/Workshop,
2:15–3:15 p.m.
Family Division Sound-Off/Workshop,
2:15–3:15 p.m.
Criminal Division Sound-
Off/Workshop, 2:15–3:15 p.m.
Workers’ Compensation Workshop,
2:15–3:15 p.m.
Federal Court Sound-Off/Workshop,
3:30–4:30 p.m.
Juvenile Law Sound-Off, 3:30–4:30 p.m.
Appellate Practice Workshop,
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Athletic Events

Volleyball, 3:30 p.m.
Bowling tournament, 3:30 p.m.

Social Events

Reception, 6:15–7:15 p.m.
Seafood Buffet (Plenty of meat and
potatoes, too), 7:15–8:45 p.m.
An Evening of Comedy, 8:45–10 p.m.
Casino Night–Caribbean Style, imme-
diately following comedy.

Saturday, June 21:

Country Breakfast, 8:30–10:30 a.m.
Door Prize Drawing, 10:30–11 a.m.

“The conference should not be missed
because it offers so many opportunities
in addition to the educational part,” said
Schnippert. “You can meet lawyers and
judges with whom you will be practicing
and spending your career. Once you talk
to someone, put a face with a name, get to
know him/her outside the law office or
courtroom, it is easier to pick up the
phone and call if you find you have a case
together, need some advice, or are look-
ing for a career change.”

Schnippert said it has been easy for
her to stay motivated while coordinat-
ing the conference year after year.

“Our members are motivated year
after year to contribute to the confer-
ence, which motivates me to want to
provide as flawless a conference as pos-
sible,” she said. “Our members love the
Bench-Bar Conference. There are lots
of people who contribute to the success
of the conference beginning with the
Bench-Bar Committee members and
then adding all of the program chairs
who develop and execute exceptional
educational programs, the speakers and
panel members who give of their time
and talents to participate in the confer-
ence, including numerous members of
the bench from all of our courts, the
registrants who take part in the offer-
ings, and last but not least, the behind-
the-scenes work of the ACBA staff.” ■

Do You Have Any Jury
Verdicts to Report?

If so, please forward the following information: Court;
Case Number; Jury Verdict; Date of Verdict; Judge;

Plaintiff ’s Attorney; Defendant’s Attorney; Type of Case; Experts;
and Remarks to:

Jennifer Pulice, ACBA,
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
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