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Pittsburgh Legal Journal Opinions
insert moves to an online format
By Frederick N. Egler

A CBA members usually find the
latest copy of the PLJ Opinions
insert tucked inside each edition

of the Lawyers Journal. With the print-
ing of this edition of the Lawyers Jour-
nal, however , the PLJ Opinions will
move to a web-based, rather than print-
based format.

Due to the economic climate, in July
2009 the officers of the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Association challenged ACBA
departments to formulate potential cost
saving measures for the association.

“Members should note that a pri-
mary source of income for the associa-
tion is the revenue from the legal
advertising in the Pittsburgh Legal
Journal,” said ACBA Executive Direc-
tor D avid B laner. “ Because o f t he
current state of the economy and the
various moratoriums on mortgage fore-
closures, the legal advertising revenue
from that publication is sharply down
this year. We had to come up with the
funds to compensate for that loss.”

The current cost to print, insert, and
mail a copy of the Pittsburgh Legal
Journal Opinions insert is approxi-
mately $50,000/year.

ACBA staff will continue to layout
and design the PLJ Opinions in the
same format as they have done in the
past. However, instead of printing this
publication, it will be posted to the
ACBA website instead. The opinions
can b e v iewed on line b y g oing t o
www.acba.org, then clicking on the
publications tab, and clicking on Pitts-
burgh Legal Journal Opinions.

This page is currently open to our
members and the public. On this page,
all of the volumes of the PLJ Opinions

will be posted sequentially . Each indi-
vidual edition of the PLJ Opinions will
be searchable by keyword. In addition,
there is an overall search box where all
opinions can be keyword searched.
Finally, there will be a yearly cumula-
tive index that can be searched either
by case name or by subject matter.

“This is a significant change for the
association. In essence, the contents of
this new webpage serve as a valuable
research tool and it is essentially a
paperless filing cabinet of opinions,”
said Blaner.

The ACBA graphics department will
continue to layout and design this pub-
lication according to the normal
Lawyers Journal production schedule,
which means that a new issue of the
PLJ Opinions will be posted to the web-
site each time a new Lawyers Journal

is printed.
To help remind members of this

change, the second page of each issue
of the Lawyers Journal will run a list-
ing of the cases that will appear in the
current i ssue o f t he PLJ Opinions,
along with their headnotes and instruc-
tions on how to access the opinions
online. You may have already noticed
this summary in recent editions of the
Lawyers Journal. A link to the opinions
webpage will also appear in the Side-
bar each week.

The Publications Committee con-
ducted a membership survey before
this decision was made to ensure that
members would still read the opinions
if they were placed online.

“We were really encouraged by the
survey results. The survey revealed
that 87 percent of our members read

each edition of the Lawyers Journal.
The same percentage responded that
they would still read each edition of the
PLJ Opinions if it were placed online,”
said Blaner.

I would also like to extend a person-
al thank you to the folks that take the
time to put together each PLJ Opinions
issue. O ur O pinions E ditor L ynn
MacBeth does an outstanding job of
gathering opinions from the court and
assigning them to members to be sum-
marized. Those members in turn do a
great job of breaking down the impor-
tant elements of the case and turning in
their summaries in a timely fashion.
Finally, the ACBA graphics department
does an outstanding job of scanning in
the opinions, and editing and designing
the publication itself. ■

Egler is Editor-in-Chief of ACBA Publications.

FOR A LISTING OF NEW ALLEGHENY COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

CASES WHICH APPEAR IN THE ONLINE PLJ OPINIONS, PLEASE SEE PAGE 2.

John P. Gismondi receives
2009 Professionalism Award
By Drew Hardman

The Allegheny County Bar Associ-
ation Civil Litigation S ection
honored one of their own during

the annual “Lunch With the Judges” at
the Duquesne Club in Pittsburgh,
where distinguished litigator John P.
Gismondi received the 2009 Profes-
sionalism Award.

Held on October 22, the Civil Litiga-
tion Section’s “Lunch With the Judges”
is an opportunity for members of the
bench and bar to interact with each
other outside of the courtroom.

“It’s a chance to get know each other
a little better on a social and profes-
sional level,” Civil Litigation Section
Council Chair Harry F. K unselman
noted. “It contributes to the ongoing
relationship between the bench and the
bar that we have in Allegheny County.”

Kunselman said the event is a lso an
opportunity to focus on professionalism.

“By giving out the award at the
‘Lunch W ith the Judges,’ we shine a
light on professionalism for the rest of
our members,” he added.

The Civil Litigation Section’s Profes-
sionalism Award honors one individual
each year who exhibits “the intangible
but recognizable qualities of profes-
sionalism,” including integrity , cour-
tesy, fairness, and service to the courts,
clients, fellow attorneys, and the com-
munity, according to Kunselman. Nomi-
nees must be ACBA members who have
been actively engaged in the practice of
law for a minimum of 15 years.

PHOTO BY DREW HARDMAN

(from left to right) William Goodrich, Judge Beth Lazzara, Professional-
ism Award winner John Gismondi, and Civil Litigation Section Chair
Harry Kunselman. The Civil Litigation Section’s annual “Lunch with the
Judges” on October 22 drew over 200 attendees.

Gismondi is the 12th recipient of the
Professionalism Award.

“He’s just the epitome of what you
want people to be as lawyers,” K unsel-
man reported. “He does a great job as an
advocate of his clients, but he does it in a
way that’s respectful and professional.”

Gismondi said he was surprised to
receive the award, noting that organiz-

ers lured him there “under false pre-
tenses.” F ollowing an introduction by
Court of Common Pleas Judge Beth
Lazzara, attorney W illiam Goodrich
introduced Gismondi as the 2009 Pro-
fessionalism A ward winner before a
crowd of over 200 ACBA members.

Gismondi shares an ongoing friend-
Continued on page 10
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to the Editor. Letters should be addressed to:
Jennifer A. Pulice, Editor
Lawyers Journal
400 Koppers Building
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number. All letters are subject to editing. We regret
that we can neither print nor acknowledge every letter .
We will not return letters.

EDITORIAL INDEX

PLJ Opinons ..................................................Page 2
President’s Message ........................................Page 3
Correction ......................................................Page 3
Women in the Law Division Page ..................Page 7
Continuing Legal Education ..........................Page 8
Bar Briefs ........................................................Page 10
Lawyers’ Mart..................................................Page 11
ACBF Insert ....................................................Page 1A

ADVERTISING INDEX

ACBA Services, Inc. ........................................Page 12

ACBF Attorneys Against Hunger ..................Page 6

Aligned Partners ............................................Page 5

bit-x-bit, LLC ..................................................Page 5

Cohen & Grigsby ............................................Page 11

Gismondi & Associates....................................Page 3

Iwanyshyn & Associates ..................................Page 7

Lamberton Law Firm ......................................Page 3

Michael McDowell, Esquire ............................Page 5

Harry M. Paras, Esquire..................................Page 4

Rothman Gordon............................................Page 4

Walsh Collis & Blackmer ................................Page 7

Webb Law Firm ..............................................Page 10

THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

THE PLJ OPINIONS IS NOW AN ONLINE PUBLICATION.
VISIT US AT WWW.ACBA.ORG/ACBA/PUBLICATIONS/

PITTSBURGH-LEGAL-JOURNAL-OPINIONS.ASP.

GENDER BIAS DUTY OFFICERS

If you have observed or experienced any form
of gender bias, you may contact one of the fol-
lowing members of the Gender Bias Subcom-
mittee of the Women in the Law Division. The
duty officers will keep your report confidential
and will discuss with you actions available
through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown ................412-394-2323
Rhoda Neft..........................412-261-2753
Susan Seitz ..........................412-544-7882

ETHICS HOTLINE

The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available
Committee Members to answer ethical
questions by telephone on a daily basis.

November
Thomas D. Arbogast ..........412-577-5226
Frederick C. Leech ............412-288-4178
John H. Riordan, Jr. ..........412-394-3338

December
Andrea Geraghty ................412-232-7070
Michael M. Lyons ..............412-392-2070
Martin W. Sheerer ..............412-781-3100

Frank Bryan Inc. v. Pittsburgh Terminal Properties
t/d/b/a Riverwalk Corporate Center, Folino, J. ......................Page 463
Easement—Adverse Possession—Vacation of Street—
53 P.S. §§1946-1949

1. Plaintiff, a tenant, claimed an easement by operation of law and
adverse possession rights in the leased property.

2. Part of Plaintiff ’s theory of easement by operation of law relied
on the existence of Water Street, which was vacated 125 years ago on
petition of abutting owners.

3. 53 P .S. §§1946-1949 provide that any action for an easement
against vacated land must be brought within five years.

4. Any alleged easement had been abandoned by Plaintiff ’s
obstruction thereof.

5. The doctrine of reverse adverse possession applied, as well as
estoppel and laches. Reverse adverse possession occurs where a pos-
sible claim of adverse possession is met with an exercise of dominion
whereby the owner reacquires the easement.

(Lynn E. MacBeth)
Todd T. Zwikl for Plaintiff.
Joseph F. McDonough and James G. McLean for Defendant.
No. GD 08-9531. In the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania, Civil Division.

Citizens Bank of Pennsylvania v.
Pamela H. Jasiewicz, Friedman, J. ..........................................Page 473
Judgments—Execution on Judgments—Fraudulent Transfers—
Pa. R.C.P. 3118—12 Pa. C.S.A. §5101 et seq.—Pa. R.C.P. 2002

The Court sustained preliminary objections to the Motion for
Supplementary Relief in Aid of Execution, filed pursuant to Pa. R.C.P.
3118, finding that in order to adjudicate claims under the Uniform
Fraudulent Transfer Act, a separate plenary action under that act
must be brought. The court also noted that Plaintiff’s assignee should
file the new action in its own name, pursuant to P a. R.C.P. 2002.

(Lynn E. MacBeth)
Thomas V. Gebler, Jr. for Plaintiff.
Patrick K. Cavanaugh for Defendant.
No. GD 06-14319. In the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania, Civil Division.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Bridget Mitchell, Durkin, J. ....................................................Page 474
Simple Assault—Sufficiency of the Evidence

1. Defendant appealed conviction for simple assault alleging insuf-
ficient evidence.

2. The Court found sufficient evidence to support conviction for
simple assault where the Commonwealth presented testimony that
the Defendant chased the victim with a 12-inch butcher knife scream-
ing, “I’m going to kill you.”

(Robert A. Crisanti)
Kevin Allen Chernosky for the Commonwealth.
Thomas Matthew Dugan III for defendant.
No. CC -2008-4144. In the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, Criminal Division.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Benjamin Mayhew, Williams, J. ..............................................Page 475
Suppression of Evidence—Vehicular Stop Without Reasonable
Suspicion of a Motor Vehicle Code Violation

1. The Defendant filed a suppression motion challenging the
acquisition of evidence secured as a result of a stop of his motor
vehicle.

2. The police did not have reasonable suspicion to stop the
Defendant’s vehicle where the only evidence of a violation of the
motor vehicle code is a momentary crossing of the fog line and trav-
eling through a parking lot to avoid a police roadblock.

(Robert A. Crisanti)
David Belczyk for the Commonwealth.
Michael E. Moser for Defendant.
No. CC-2008-11540. In the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, Criminal Division.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
David R. Baldwin, Cashman, J. ................................................Page 476
Concise Statement of Matters Raised on Appeal—Waiver of Issues
on Appeal Due to Vagueness of Concise Statement

1. Defendant filed pro se appeal from the denial of a P .C.R.A.

Petition after appointed counsel withdrew from the case after filing a
no-merit letter.

2. Counsel appointed for purposes of the appeal found there to be
no meritorious issues and filed a Concise Statement raising those
issues taken verbatim from the Defendant’s correspondence.

3. When the Concise Statement alleges putative errors which are
nothing more than gibberish, no meaningful appellate review can be
undertaken.

(Robert A. Crisanti)
Matthew John Wholey for the Commonwealth.
Alan R. Patterson, III for Defendant.
No. CC-2006-6749 and CC -2007-2007. In the Court of Common Pleas
of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Criminal Division.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Tequilla Fields a/k/a Tequilla Newsome, O’Toole, J. ............Page 478
Claim of Ineffective Assistance of Counsel

1. Defendant was convicted of second degree murder and arson for
setting grandmother’s dog on fire. The dog ran into the home and set
house on fire killing two children. Defendant and son lived with
grandmother despite son’s allergy to the dog. Grandmother refused to
give dog away.

2. Defendant raised claim of ineffective assistance of counsel for
failure of counsel to raise defense of justification in setting dog on fire
to protect son’s health. Court found that justification was not applica-
ble to fact situation and rejected claim of ineffective assistance of
counsel.

(William F. Barker)
Michael W. Streily for the Commonwealth.
Defendant pro se.
No. CC200503061 and 200505726. In the Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Criminal Division.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Jerome Washington, Machen, J. ..............................................Page 480
Verdict—Appeal—Sufficiency of the Evidence—Cross-Examination—
Sentence

1. Following a three-day jury trial for defendant and his co-defen-
dant, defendant was found guilty of all charges filed against him and
was sentenced. Defendant filed timely P ost-Sentence Motions which
were denied and then filed a timely Notice of appeal. Defendant
raised three (3) main issues which the court addressed.

2. The verdict was not contrary to the weight of the evidence, nor
was the Commonwealth’s evidence of such low quality, tenuous,
vague and uncertain as to make the verdicts of guilty pure conjec-
ture. The jury, as the f inder o f fact, weighed a ll the testimony and
credibility of the witnesses and evidence. The weight of the evidence
is exclusively for the finder of fact who is free to believe all, part, or
none of the evidence and to determine the credibility of the witness-
es. The appellate court is not permitted to substitute its judgment for
that of the fact-finder and will not reverse the judgment of sentence
unless t he v erdict i s s o c ontrary t o t he e vidence a s t o s hock t he
court’s conscience.

3. The court did not err in allowing the Commonwealth, over objec-
tion, to cross-examine the defendant on issues that were outside the
scope of direct examination. The court did not err by allowing the
District Attorney to ask questions regarding one of the victims and
the defendant’s interaction with her since the direct examination was
for the limited purpose of the defendant’s mental state with regard to
sex acts between him and the second victim. Upon direct examina-
tion, defendant opened the door to the issue of consensual sex with
the other victim.

4. The sentence imposed was not manifestly excessive, unrea-
sonable or an abuse of discretion insofar as the total confinement
imposed and the sentence was consistent with the protection of the
public, the gravity of the offense, and the rehabilitative needs of the
defendant. An abuse of discretion may not be found merely because
an appellate court might have reached a different conclusion, but
requires a result of manifest unreasonableness, or partiality, preju-
dice, bias, or ill-will, or such lack of support so as to be clearly
erroneous.

(William R. Friedman)
Jennifer DiGiovanni for the Commonwealth.
Carrie L. Allman for Defendant.
No. CC 200612114. In the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, Criminal Division.
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From the ACBA

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

Members continue to work toward
goals of service and professionalism
By Kimberly A. Brown

Some of you may have wondered
why you have not recently heard
from me. While I am not one to

offer up “excuses,” there are two very
good reasons for the period of silence.
Their names are Henry and Thomas.

When I was nominated and eventu-
ally elected president-elect of the
ACBA, I had no idea that I would be
blessed with the arrival of children.
Earlier this year , my husband, David
Oney, and I learned the good news, and
we began preparing for an October
birth. Knowing the busy fall schedule
of the ACBA president, I began to plan
events around their anticipated arrival.
However, the little guys had a schedule
all their own and made their appear-
ance two months early on August 22.
Despite their early arrival, both boys
were healthy and just needed time to
grow. After a month in Magee’s Neona-
tal Intensive Care Unit, they were
released to come home. F or the past
few weeks, my husband and I have
been blissfully, if not with blurry eyes,
handling the every-three-hour feedings
while I run back and forth to the ACBA
events and board meetings.

One of the most touching parts of
this whole experience has been the
incredible support that David and I
have received from our ACBA family .
The inquiries, cards, and e-mails of
well wishes, and offers of assistance
from so many of you has really solidi-
fied my belief that ACBA members are
remarkably generous, thoughtful, and
caring people. So, on behalf of David
and myself , I want to publicly thank
you for all of your support.

Of course, that spirit of generosity
and compassion is a tradition of ACBA
members. Our Division, Section, and
Committee members selflessly volun-
teer c ountless h ours h elping o ther
members of our community.

Since the early 1990s, our Y oung
Lawyers Division has conducted the
“Very Important Papers” program that
educates hundreds of our senior citi-
zens each year on issues ranging from
common law marriage to living will
and healthcare power of attorney
forms. The YLD also sends volunteer

attorneys into local high
schools under its “Step-
ping O ut” p rogram
which is designed as a
guide to legal obligations
and newly created rights
for high school gradu-
ates. T his ye ar t he
school presentations will
include informat ion on
youth domestic violence
along with the “Staying
Out of E- Trouble” pro-
gram that discusses the
legal ramifications of
Internet p ostings a nd
harassment via text messaging.

This August, the ACBA Public
Service Committee in connection with
the YLD and local business partners,
distributed over 700 backpacks filled
with school supplies to local elemen-
tary school students to better equip
them with the tools needed to further
their education. The PSC has also pro-
vided tax filing assistance to low
income families and sponsored cloth-
ing drives to benefit Project Employ, a
professional development course that
assists formerly homeless or incarcer-
ated residents with career counseling
and training.

Several of our volunteers also par-
ticipate each year in the Children in
Shelter Holiday P arty. V olunteers
donate, wrap, and deliver gifts along
with cookies and hot chocolate to chil-
dren living at local shelters. Last year
over 500 gifts were delivered to chil-
dren in need.

Many of our members also partici-
pate in local races or walks to benefit
charities. Women in the Law Division
members have participated in the
annual R ace for the Cure to raise
money for breast cancer research, and
other ACBA members have participat-
ed in Walk Now for Autism and the Cys-
tic Fibrosis F oundation’s 10K Great
Strides Walk.

In these and countless other pro-
grams, ACBA members display the
dedication to our community that is the
hallmark of a citizen lawyer and true
professional. While we can be truly
proud of these contributions, the need
in the community is great, and we as a

profession should do
more. Before you say
“How can I possibly find
time to volunteer? I have
work/family/child/other
commitments?” As a
partner in a law firm
who is married and has
two infants (did I men-
tion t he e very-three-
hour feedings?), I can
sympathize. Ho wever,
devoting volunteer time
does not have to mean
taking extra time away
from family and friends.

Invite your friends or significant others
to join an ACBA team and walk or race
to raise money for local charities. Many
families (some with strollers) partici-
pate together in these activities. Bring
your children, nieces or nephews along
with you to help wrap presents for
needy children or to volunteer at a food
pantry. The son of one of our members
participated in similar activities with
his father as part of his mitzvah project
for his bar mitzvah this year . F amily
members can work together to raise

money for Attorneys Against Hunger
which benefits local food relief agen-
cies or to buy gifts for needy children
as part of the annual Children in Shel-
ter Holiday Party. The volunteer possi-
bilities are endless.

The great community work of our
ACBA members is one of the reasons I
am so honored to be a part of this
organization, and why I continue to
believe that the ACBA is a true propo-
nent of professionalism. So, to all of our
member v olunteers—thank y ou f or
your fantastic service. Keep up the
great work! ■

Correction
In the October 23 issue of the Lawyers

Journal, Lorraine M. Bittner was incorrect-
ly listed as the winner of the Public Interest
Attorneys Award. The award is named the
Lorraine M. Bittner Public Interest A ttor-
neys A ward. T his y ear’s r ecipient w as
Nancy A. Hubley.
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ACBA Elder Law Committee raises
awareness of legal issues for seniors
By Tracy Carbasho

The ACBA’s Elder Law Committee
has been raising awareness about
issues impacting seniors for the

past 12 years.
“We’re a very active Committee that

has helped to educate many members
of the bar about elder law matters that
affect seniors,” said Carol Sikov Gross,
who served as founding chair of the
Committee in 1997. “W e have
increased the visibility of elder law by
making more people aware of it. The
Committee serves an important func-
tion in Allegheny County by keeping
lawyers up to date on the latest elder
law issues which, in turn, helps them
provide better service to their clients.”

The purpose of the Committee, as
outlined by the ACBA, is to “assist in
the education of attorneys, other legal
professionals and the general public
about issues faced by the elderly popu-
lation of Allegheny County; comment
on pending legislative proposals and to
seek appropriate changes in existing
legislation; act as liaison to the Court of
Common Pleas regarding rules and
procedural changes; and to provide a
forum for the discussion of ethical con-
siderations faced by those who provide
legal, health, social, and support serv-
ices to the elderly.”

Sikov Gross chaired the Committee
during its first three years in existence.
Thomas Dempsey Jr., a sole practition-

er who serves as the current chair , has
been a member of the Committee since
its early days. Prior to becoming chair ,
he was responsible for coordinating the
speakers who attended the Commit-
tee’s business meetings.

The Committee meets at noon on the
second Thursday of each month at the
ACBA offices in the K oppers Building
with a typical attendance of between 15
and 25 members. Dempsey said speak-
ers who are knowledgeable in various
areas of elder law are often invited to
attend the meetings, which he views as
a wonderful forum for sharing informa-
tion and ideas.

“The meetings are open to the legal
community and anyone interested in
the matters we discuss,” he said. “W e
usually have a guest speaker every
other month. W e’ve had speakers talk
about assessments for capacity , alter-
native living arrangements for seniors,
long-term care benefits, and other
types of assistance.”

Dempsey, who was also a founding
Committee member , welcomes guests
to attend the meetings and ask ques-
tions about elder law topics. The Com-
mittee is comprised of a diverse group
of lawyers ranging from sole practi-
tioners to professionals at small firms
and large firms, making it an ideal
environment where issues can be dis-
cussed and problems can be solved.

“There isn’t a single member on the
Committee who isn’t willing to pick up

the phone and answer questions,” said
Dempsey. “Our members realize that
elder law is anything that impacts sen-
iors, and our older generation today is
more polite, more forgiving and more
trusting than ever before. W e need to
teach seniors to protect themselves
from people who prey on them.”

Dempsey said all of the Committee’s
actions are geared towards educating
members of the legal profession and
the general public in order to ensure
senior citizens’ rights are protected. He
is most proud of the Committee mem-
bers’ participation in the annual KD
You and the Law telethon and their fre-
quent collaboration on projects with
the Probate and Trust Law Section.

“Educating our members and the
public is the best thing we do,” he said.

Committee members are consider-
ing the possibility of holding a continu-
ing legal education program in 2010.
However, a topic has not been selected
and plans have not been initiated.

Sikov Gross believes one of the Com-
mittee’s biggest accomplishments was
the formation of the Senior Action Coali-
tion, which helped to educate elderly res-
idents about fraud. The coalition resulted
from the joint efforts of a long list of enti-
ties and the initial meetings were attend-
ed by representatives from the Elder
Law Committee, the U.S. A ttorney’s
Office, the Service Corps of R etired
Executives, the U.S. P ostal Inspection
Service, the FBI, the U.S. Securities and

Exchange Commission, the Pennsylvania
Securities Commission, AARP , Mullen
Communications, the District A ttorney’s
Office, the Allegheny County Depart-
ment of Aging, and others.

The goals of the Senior Action Coali-
tion are to educate senior citizens and
their caregivers about fraudulent
schemes and how to avoid being vic-
timized; serve as a clearinghouse for
information about fraud; and help vic-
tims get their information to the appro-
priate law enforcement agencies.

Formation of the local coalition led
to the National Fraud Against Seniors
Awareness Week in 2002.

“The non-profit coalition is set up to
educate seniors about financial fraud and
to protect them from becoming victims,”
said Sikov Gross. “ The coalition still
exists, but it has not been active for more
than a year . We’re looking for people to
get involved and bring a new energy that
would further the coalition’s mission.”

Going forward, Sikov Gross would
like to see the Committee hold more
educational programs. In addition, she
believes it would be a good idea to res-
urrect the special masters program
that existed in the past to assist with
guardianship and placement issues. A
guardianship handbook for Orphans’
Court would also be helpful.

“The more we can educate our
members, the better they will be able to
address concerns from their clients,”
Sikov Gross said. ■
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University of Pittsburgh holds seminar
for students on legal marketplace
By Tracy Carbasho

Law students at the University of
Pittsburgh recently received an
eye-opening lesson regarding the

current prospects for employment in
the legal profession.

“It changed the way I think about a
career path within the profession,” said
Sasha Williams, a student who is origi-
nally from Russia. “During difficult
economic times, you can no longer rely
on the traditional career path model.
You have to adapt to the changing con-
ditions very rapidly and adjust your
goals and actions accordingly.”

Williams was one of more than 50 law
students who attended a special Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh program entitled “The
State of the Legal Marketplace: Navigat-
ing Y our W ay in These Challenging
Times.” The program, held on Oct. 8,
was a joint effort of the University’s
Career Services Office and the law
school’s Innovation Practice Institute.

“The most important information I
took away from the presentation is that
there are numerous ways in which a
lawyer can practice law,” said Williams.
“Market conditions affect those ways
differently. The current situation may
be the worst for large firms that do not
have great flexibility and cannot adapt
to the market changes very fast. How-
ever, some of the smaller and mid-size
firms may be thriving and some of the
government posts may actually be
opening up because of the recession.”

Pamela Day , assistant dean for
Career Services at Pitt, stressed the
importance of holding this particular
program in the midst of the current
economic uncertainty.

“This p rogram w as i mportant
because students have been facing a
very challenging marketplace in terms
of securing summer and post-graduate
positions,” she said. “We felt that it was
critical for students to gain an under-
standing of what is happening in the
legal marketplace here in Pittsburgh,
across the nation and more globally.

“Additionally, we wanted to give stu-
dents a better understanding of the
business side of the law so that they are
better prepared when they are working
in organizations during the summer
and/or post-graduation in terms of
seeking opportunities and marketing
themselves with respect to their own
career development.”

Krystal Casey, also a student at the
university, said the program gave her a
better picture of the value that lawyers
provide by understanding their clients’

business needs and goals.
“With this understanding, they can

connect clients to others for service
and business partnerships,” said Casey.
“It also builds trust when a lawyer says
‘you don’t need my help with this, but I
can put you in touch with the person
who can help you with this matter.’ The
people a  l awyer c onnects h is/her
clients to are part of the lawyer’s value
system. The counseling role of lawyers
can extend beyond legal issues.”

Day said the feedback from students
was positive with many reporting they
have a better understanding of what is
now happening in the legal marketplace.
While some felt the news was discourag-
ing, they appreciated the information
and advice provided by the panel of pro-
fessionals. Most of the questions stu-
dents asked the panelists focused on how
they could position themselves to be
competitive in the marketplace and what
action they could take while in law
school to find positions.

The results of the July 2009 P ennsyl-
vania Bar Exam are indicative of why
the marketplace is becoming increasing-
ly competitive. More students are pass-
ing the exam on their first try and enter-
ing the realm of looking for employment.

A total of 1,997 individuals took the
exam this summer and 1,623, or 81.2 per-
cent, were successful. Of the total number
of applicants, 1,810 were taking the exam
for the first time with 1,580 of the first-
time test takers receiving a passing grade.

Members of the panel who conveyed
ideas about how to be competitive were
ACBA E xecutive D irector D avid A .
Blaner; Marie Milie Jones, a partner at
Meyer Darragh Buckler Bebenek &
Eck; Eugene Connors, hiring partner at
Reed Smith; Kaveri Subbarao, chief
marketing officer , Cohen & Grigsby;
and Diane Lazarris, general counsel at
Dick’s Sporting Goods Inc. Max Miller,
director of Pitt’s Innovation Practice
Institute, was the moderator.

“The market in Pittsburgh is stable
in terms of the law firms and the work
that’s available, but everyone is con-
cerned about how long the economic
downturn will last,” said Blaner . “ The
longer it continues, the more negative
impact it will have on the legal profes-
sion and businesses in general.”

Panelists were asked to consider the
following topics for discussion: market-
place overview, historical perspectives,
business models/projections for the
future, marketing, lawyer recruitment,
practice areas, academic advice, work-
place advice, and professional advice.

Connors said the timing of the pro-

gram was perfect because it offered
law students reassurance that there are
still available legal positions.

“Because the positions are fewer  in
number, however , students need to
invest much more time and effort,
including networking, to find and get
the jobs,” he said. “Job opportunities are
down 10 percent here and everywhere. I
offered suggestions on how t o b etter
their c hances o f f inding a nd g etting
what t hey w ant b y m aking t heir s kills,
experiences, and personalities more
attractive to employers and how to make
themselves invaluable to employers
when they are in their new positions.

Jones said the reality of the market-
place did not surprise the students, but
they were prompted to learn about new
options and ideas rather than the tradi-
tional places to look for employment.

“The audience included students of
all years, so reactions differed. I did
see ears perk up and more hands go up
when we discussed ways to make a dif-
ference with a prospective employer,”
she said. “It is daunting now for those
coming out of school.

“Graduates need to think outside the
box and look for opportunities in less tra-
ditional markets. Plus, more networking
is needed to make contacts and differen-
tiate y ourself w hen s o m any go od
prospects exist for fewer positions.”

Subbarao said each of the panelists

brought a different perspective to the
program. She believes the most suc-
cessful job candidates will be those
who understand personal branding.
That is, they must be not only qualified,
but also able to distinguish themselves
from other candidates.

“You have to be more creative about
pursuing opportunities and differenti-
ating yourself,” she said. “What is your
signature mark? Many people have
great g rades, b ut t he i nterpersonal
skills and the ability to develop rela-
tionships will be the hallmarks that set
one law student apart from another.”

Day said the panelists presented
sound suggestions for the students. F or
example, they explained that students
need to demonstrate leadership skills, be
entrepreneurial, be involved in commu-
nity service and pro bono work, as well as
develop business and negotiation skills.

“Another p anelist e xplained t hat i n
the P ittsburgh m arket w e h ave l ost a t
least h alf o f o ur Fortune 50 0 a nd 1 000
companies,” said Day. “ The loss o f the
big c orporate c lients m eans t hat f irms
had to become more global with respect
to searching for business from these
types of companies. One panelist also
reminded students to look beyond the
big c ities, e xplaining t hat e ven i n t his
economy small towns can provide great
opportunities for general practice with
small firms and as solo practitioners.” ■
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Become a trial technology rock star
By Alex Cianfrocco

You probably never thought of pre-
senting evidence through the use
of technology as being glamorous.

You may be asking yourself , “What
does rock and roll have to do with trial
technology?” Well, I can tell you that as
a musician, a wannabe rock star , and a
trial technology consultant, I see the
similarities all the time.

Whether a rock star or presenter in
court, you are performing for an audi-
ence. T o be successful you need to
know your audience and give a presen-
tation that is engaging, satisfying, and
memorable. Like any great concert,
flash and dazzle is not as important as
the substance of the presentation. Y ou
could use the best and most expensive
equipment but you’ll find that you can
put on a very compelling show quite
economically. And remember , whether
on the stage or in the courtroom having
a backup and checking your equipment
is essential. So, let’s get ready to rock!

From acoustic to electric:

new possibilities with technology
For a time, beautiful music was only

made with acoustic instruments such
as the acoustic guitar . Then amplifiers
and electric guitars arrived, opening
up new possibilities. Similarly , in the
courtroom, you have been using paper
documents or blown up foam boards to
present evidence for a long time. W ith
the explosion of technology in recent
years you now have even more ways to
present your case effectively.

Today, all of your evidence can be

stored on a single laptop. It’s no longer
necessary to lug around boxes of
exhibits and binders. W ith technology,
you can call up any exhibit at random
allowing you to efficiently present your
case without the interruption of finding
exhibits. Further, you can present doc-
uments, graphics, photos, and anima-
tions without the need to pass them out.
You can even show video depositions
with scrolling text.

Document presentation capabilities
have changed significantly also. A doc-
ument can be called out, zoomed, high-
lighted, cropped, annotated, or redact-
ed, all “on the fly.” These options allow
you to really control the focus of your
audience which aids in understanding
and retention. Just like the additional
amplification and flexibility of electric
instruments, technology amplifies or
accents the content.

But people still play the acoustic
guitar, you say? Y ou’re right—don’t
throw a way those foa m boards yet.
Taking advantage of new techniques
and technologies just adds to your
repertoire; it doesn’t mean dispensing
with your tried and true hits. An exhib-
it on the screen is only temporary since
it is taken down as the case moves on.
However, a foam board is lasting. A
timeline can be placed on an easel and
left for the jury as a reference through-
out the trial. T o be a technology rock
star, create your set list based on the
venue, the audience, and the message
you need to communicate.

The introduction of technology into
the courtroom provides you with more
tools and flexibility for presenting your

evidence. These tools will aid the audi-
ence in understanding and remember-
ing your case. Having all the evidence
at your fingertips and putting on a case
effectively and efficiently can be a ben-
efit whether you are presenting to a
mediator, arbitrator, judge, or jury.

Give the fans what they want:

jurors expect technology and a

visual presentation
Imagine attending a R olling Stones

concert without Mick Jagger or U2
without Bono. The fans come to see the
stars and the show would not be the
same without them. In the courtroom,
the main attraction is the evidence
presentation. T oday’s jurors expect
that the evidence will be presented
visually, just like they see in the news
and on TV, and a trial without this tech-
nology just isn’t the same.

Every day you are bombarded with
visual stimuli from billboards, TV adver-
tisements, headline news clips, and the
Internet. Advertisers have known for
years that most people are visual learn-
ers and the key to selling is to use visu-
als. Further, technology has become an
integral part of our daily lives. Informa-
tion is provided to us quickly and effi-
ciently. Today’s jurors are accustomed to
the benefits of technology and a visual
presentation and upon entering the
courtroom they expect to see it.

To the jury, an attorney using tech-
nology appears more organized and
prepared. They look favorably upon the
party using technology and appreciate
the efforts to aid in comprehension and
retention. They also appreciate the effi-
ciency of a presentation that reduces
their time in court. I recently sat down
with the Honorable R. Stanton W ettick
to discuss his experience and thoughts
on trial technology . He indicated that
the ability to manipulate documents
alone was “very valuable” to help the
jury focus on the evidence. Further , he
finds that the use of technology aids the
jury in better understanding the case.

Create music with meaning:

substance over style
Some of you may remember that the

1980s brought about the rise of the “hair
bands.” They had glitzy shows, fancy cos-
tumes, lipstick, and really big hair. How-
ever, those that endured into the next
phase of rock had more than just dazzle.
With technology, you can also put on a
glitzy show . But more important than
your show is the content you present.

With technology , you can fit twenty
callouts on one screen, you can make text
fly, and you can show bright and beauti-
ful colors. But that does not mean you
SHOULD. The jury should be focusing
on the content of your presentation, not
what you can do with your great technol-
ogy. Judge W ettick commented that
many attorneys are “putting too much up
on the screen” to make many points at
once. This can quickly lead to distraction
and reduced understanding and reten-
tion. Y ou should use technology to
enhance and only show that which is nec-
essary to make your point and no more.

My general rule is one slide, one
point. You present something and make
a particular point, not three or four .
Trying to play two songs at once can
really confuse your audience! K eeping
it simple will make the information
easier to digest and remember . W ith
too much information the audience has
to work to extract the content and one
thing you never want to do is make
your audience work for the informa-
tion—because often they won’t.

Make beautiful music without

breaking the bank: technology

doesn’t have to be expensive
A rock star could spend immense of

amounts of money to have a gigantic
stage, with synchronized lighting,
amplifiers stacked to the ceiling, and

huge explosions to punctuate the beats
of the song. However , you can also
make beautiful music with just an
acoustic guitar. In court, you can spend
a lot of money if you choose, but you
can still communicate your message
effectively with an economical setup.

Hardware
You may have seen that many of the

newer courtrooms have built-in tech-
nology such as a projector , monitors,
screens, document cameras, and micro-
phones. In this courtroom, your hard-
ware is simply a laptop (and a backup
which I’ll get to later). You just plug into
the court’s system, and away you go.

However, with an “unwired” c ourt-
room, y ou’ll n eed t o b ring i n t he
equipment. A very basic setup (and my
preferred setup for mediations, arbitra-
tions, and trials) includes a projector , a
screen, a laptop, and cables. W ith this
equipment you can present your entire
case quite effectively . The equipment
will more than pay for itself as you use
technology in your future cases.

If the up-front costs are an issue,
you can rent all of the equipment (even
the laptop) from a number of different
local vendors. Since judges frown upon
both sides bringing in their own equip-
ment, the cost of the setup can usually
be shared between the parties.

In certain situations, where the
judge, witness, or counsel can’t see the
big screen, individual mon itors are
appropriate. However , you will have
the most success when using one large
screen for the jury . Logistically, moni-
tors take up more space, require trans-
porting more equipment and create
additional costs. More importantly ,
when t he j urors h ave t heir h eads
bowed to look at the monitors, they are
not looking at you. The monitors can
actually act as a distraction and reduce
the jurors’ focus and attention. W ith a
single large screen you  control the
jury’s focus as you interact with them
and your evidence at the same time.

Software
There are many economical pro-

grams that can be used to p resent evi-
dence including Acrobat, P owerPoint,
Word, and W ordPerfect. P owerPoint is
excellent for presenting an opening
statement or closing argument. Using
PowerPoint you can present documents,
photos, videos, graphics, and animations
just by clicking a button on a remote.

PowerPoint and the other mentioned
programs are great for a linear presen-
tation. However , if you need instant
random access to your evidence and
the ability to annotate and manipulate
exhibits “on the fly ,” you will need a
more powerful trial presentation pro-
gram such as TrialDirector or Sanc-
tion. Both programs cost about $595. If
the up-front cost is an issue, you can
rent laptops that come with the pro-
grams already installed. Whether you
use TrialDirector or Sanction, you or
your operator should consider training
to fully understand and get the most
out of these powerful programs.

Once you have chosen your software
you will need to get your evidence into
electronic form, if it isn’t already . If
you have in-house scanning applica-
tion, that will work fine. However, for
larger jobs use a vendor . Scanning
prices vary but can be found for around
$.13 per page. This up-front cost can
actually result in savings in the long
run. Having the exhibits organized in
electronic format can make finding,
searching, sending, and printing copies
a breeze.

Although you can put on a great
show without breaking the bank, some
fear that using technology creates the
perception of having “deep pockets.”
However, research has shown jurors
actually perceive the cost of technology
in the courtroom to be minimal. It is

Continued on page 10
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Women in the Law Division Page

By Dawn M. Felder

Each d ay, attorneys w ith f amily
obligations navigate through the
challenges t hat a rise b etween

achieving success in their legal careers
and their family lives. In an effort to
address the practical concerns that
these a ttorney-parents f ace, t he
Women in Law Division of the ACBA
has created a Subcommittee for work-
ing parents called, “Blueprints for Bal-
ance” (BFB). It goes without saying
that balance is difficult, if not impossi-
ble, to achieve. The purpose of BFB is
to provide an informal setting for work-
ing parents to discuss how to maintain
a manageable balance between one’s
professional legal career and ever-

present f amily r esponsibilities.
Although of ten o verlooked i n t he
fast-paced practice of law , attorneys
balancing family commitments need to
recognize our shared experiences and
mentor, guide, and empower one anoth-
er. Through sharing experiences and
forging new and productive relation-
ships, working attorneys with families
can tackle everyday challenges in an
effort to avoid some of the pitfalls oth-
ers may have experienced.

Initially, the BFB will launch an
informal brown bag lunch series to pro-
vide a forum for interested attorneys to
discuss common issues and concerns.
Each session will have a discussion
topic. Sample topics include: the deci-
sion to work full-time, part-time, or not

to work; finding time for fitness and
health; and the value of outsourcing.
The sessions will provide an opportuni-
ty for attendees to share their own
experiences and get advice from oth-
ers. In order to facilitate productive
discussion, the lunch sessions will be
facilitated by a member of the BFB
Subcommittee. The first of these series,
entitled, “Working Mothers: What
Works, What Doesn’t,” took place on
November 19.

BFB will also facilitate a lunch
series in varying Pittsburgh suburbs
meant to address topics unique to
working attorneys with families who
practice outside the downtown area.
The first of these sessions was held on
November 9 in Green Tree.

Future l arger-scale p rograms f or
the BFB that are currently being
planned include: (1) devising realis-
tic flex-time and parental leave pro-
gram proposals that can work in pri-
vate practice; and (2) “F or W omen,
By W omen,” hands-on seminars
meant to connect and generate busi-
ness among female attorneys and
female businesswomen.

Although all of us are constantly
multi-tasking and striving to cram
countless things into our day , BFB
invites you t o t ake a  well-deserved
lunch break to join us for one of our
upcoming programs. Check the ACBA
Sidebar for program details and dates
or contact Carrie Matesevac Collins at
412-396-4272 for more information. ■

Blueprints for Balance announces
inaugural events and more

Replacing employee with younger
person not always age discrimination
By Maria Greco Danaher

A public school music teacher who
was replaced by a less experi-
enced teacher eleven years her

junior was unable to show that her age
rather than her work performance was
the basis of the non-renewal of her con-
tract. Dorfman v. Pine Hill Board of
Education, Third Cir ., No. 08-4012,
Sept. 30, 2009.

Judith Dorfman was hired in 2001 at
age 56 by the Pine Hill New Jersey
Board of Education. Her contract was
renewed in 2002 and 2003. However, at
the end of the 2003–2004 school year ,
Dorfman was told that there was a
problem with her “ fit” at the school,
and her contract was not renewed for
the following school year . Instead,
Dorfman was replaced by a qualified,
but less experienced, teacher who was
eleven years younger than she.

Dorman filed a lawsuit claiming
age discrimination. The School

Board’s m otion f or s ummary j udg-
ment was granted by the district
court. T o support her discrimination
claim, Dorfman first had to establish a
prima facie case. She was able to do
that by showing that she was a mem-
ber of a protected age group, that Pine
Hill did not renew her contract, and
that she was replaced by a younger
person. The lower court found that
Pine Hill then met the second step of a
three-step burden-shifting process by
submitting evidence of Dorfman’s
negative performance evaluation and
her need to improve classroom skills
as the “legitimate non-discriminatory
reason” for the non-renewal of the
contract. In order to ultimately suc-
ceed in proving discrimination, Dorf-
man would have had to demonstrate
that Pine Hill’s reason for its action
was not the true reason for the
employment decision but was instead
a pretext for discrimination. Dorf-
man’s case failed at this step and was

dismissed by the district court.
On a ppeal t o t he U .S. C ourt o f

Appeals for the Third Circuit, Dorfman
argued that the district court should
have found that Pine Hill’s “legitimate
non-discriminatory reason” was a pre-
text for discrimination. First, Dorfman
argued, earlier performance evalua-
tions p raised h er c lassroom s kills.
However, upon review , the Third Cir-
cuit found that even the early evalua-
tions noted that Dorfman “needed to
improve her classroom disciplinary
procedures.” Second, Dorfman argued
that a remark by the school district’s
Superintendent that Dorfman was
“not a good fit” suggested age-based
discrimination. However, without
evidence of a pattern of contract
non-renewals based on age, the Third
Circuit was unwilling to find that the
word “fit” suggested age bias.

Dorfman further argued that Pine
Hill’s decision to hire a less experi-
enced and younger replacement was

strong circumstantial evidence of dis-
crimination. However, the Third Cir-
cuit found that while the replacement
had s lightly l ess e xperience, s he
clearly was qualified for the position
of music instructor. The Court held
that in light of Dorfman’s job defi-
ciencies, hiring a qualified teacher—
even with less experience—did not
constitute per se discrimination. In
short, the school board’s evidence of
Dorfman’s negative performance
evaluation supported a proffer of a
“legitimate non-discriminatory rea-
son” for its action. Dorfman was
unable to show that age was a deter-
minative factor in the decision
regarding her contract.

Once again, employers are remind-
ed that fully documenting decisions
and assuring a reasonable relationship
between those decisions and legitimate
business-related issues, can assist in
avoiding legal liability in claims of dis-
crimination. ■
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

C L E  P R O G R A M S

ACBA Registration Information: Register for any of these programs via: Mail: CLE Dept., ACBA, 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Fax 412-261-6438; Phone: 412-402-6612.
PBI Registration Information: MAIL: PBI, 5080 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6903; FAX:
(717) 796-2348; PHONE: (717) 796-0804 or (800) 932-4637; ON THE WEB: www.pbi.org. All PBI CLE
programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
Pennsylvania Election Law and Campaign Finance
Provides step-by-step guide to the electoral process, from getting your

candidate on the ballot, to financing a campaign and the rules and laws
that regulate the electoral process.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Simulcast—Tues., November 24, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., check-
in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339
Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount—Member-Pa., or
any co. bar assn: $189; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $169; Nonmember: $209; Paralegals attending
with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95; Judges &
judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $85. *Standar d Registration—Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $214; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $194; Nonmember: $234; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $120; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $110. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the presenta-
tion qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Practice before the Department of Veterans Affairs
We are pleased to present this initial training requirement. Join our expert

faculty as they present a program that will meet and surpass the
requirements set down by DVA. 

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Simulcast – Wed., December 2, 2009; 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.; check-
in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339
Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or
any co. bar assn: $149; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $129; Nonmember: $169; Paralegals attending
with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $75; Judges &
judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $65. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$174; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $154; Nonmember: $194; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/05: $90. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

APPELLATE PRACTICE
Appellate Mediation in Pennsylvania

This program discusses the appellate mediation process in the
Commonwealth and Superior Courts of Pennsylvania and also in the

United States Court of Appeals for the Thir d Circuit. 
Credits: 3.5 substantive • When: Wed., December 9, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., check-in begins at
8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave.,
7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book) *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $199; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $179; Nonmember: $219; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224;
Member admitted after 1/1/05: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124;
Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/05: $115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

BANKING LAW
PLI – Banking Law Update 2009:

Shaping the Future of the Financial Services System
The scope of current reforms is larger than any considered in decades,

and will affect every segment of the financial services system.
This program provides you with important insights.

Credits: 5.5 substantive, 0.5 ethics • When: Simulcast - Wed., December 9, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $1,495. Register with PBI.

BUSINESS LAW
PLI—Hedge Fund Enforcement &

Regulatory Developments 2009
Covers subjects of: Current Hedge Fund Enforcement Issues, Current

Regulatory Issues, Financial Regulatory Reform and much more.
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast—Mon., November 23, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $1,595. Register with PBI.

Collecting and Enforcing Judgments in Pennsylvania
Learn basic structure of execution practice and come away with a

wealth of practical information, forms, and “how-to” advice on
enforcing judgments against real estate and personal property. 

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Tues., December 1, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.; check-in
begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339
Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount -
Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $229; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $209; Nonmember: $249; Para-
legals attending with an attorney: $149; Paralegals attending alone: $169; Judges & judicial law clerks:
$115; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $105. *Standar d Registration - Member-Pa.,
or any co. bar assn: $254; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $234; Nonmember: $274; Paralegals attend-
ing with an attorney: $174; Paralegals attending alone: $194; Judges & judicial law clerks: $140;

Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $130. *R egistrations received more than 2 days
before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

E-Commerce: Legal and Practical Issues
Join us as our stellar faculty continues to bring you the information you need to

keep up with and the issues you need to know to effectively r epresent your clients.
Credits: 6 substantive • When: Tues., December 8, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in begins at
8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave.,
7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $249; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $229; Nonmember: $269; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $129; Paralegals attending alone: $149; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $274;
Member admitted after 1/1/05: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $154;
Paralegals attending alone: $174; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/05: $140. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

How the Financial Crisis has
Changed International Business

This seminar will highlight the key areas where lawyers
need to be particularly vigilant. 

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Fri., December
11, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Develop-
ment Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and
lunch) *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $269; Member admitted after
1/1/05: $249; Nonmember: $289; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $99; P aralegals attending
alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $135; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05:
$125. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $294; Member admitted after 1/1/05:
$274; Nonmember: $314; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $124; P aralegals attending alone:
$154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $150.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

CIVIL LITIGATION
Impeach Justice Douglas!

Evocative—Engaging—Entertaining. A solo theatrical performance,
featuring Graham Thatcher as Justice Douglas; a pr ovocative tool

to facilitate audience discussion.
Credits: 2 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Simulcast—Fri.,
November 20, 2009; 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Profession-
al Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course
book and refreshments) *Early Registration Discount—Member- Pa., or any co. bar assn: $189;
Member admitted after 1/1/05: $169; Nonmember: $209; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99;
Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95; Judges & judicial law clerks admit-
ted after 1/1/05: $85. *Standard Registration—Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $214; Member admit-
ted after 1/1/05: $194; Nonmember: $234; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals
attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $120; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after
1/1/05: $110. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the pr esentation qualify for the Early
Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

E-Discovery
Intermediate-level program provides details how the courts have been

applying the e-discovery rules; advice that will keep you from being
taken to the judicial woodshed, plus much mor e!

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Thurs., December 3, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; check-in
begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339
Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or
any co. bar assn: $289; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $269; Nonmember: $309; Paralegals attending
with an attorney: $199; Paralegals attending alone: $229; Judges & judicial law clerks: $145; Judges &
judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $135. *Standar d Registration - Member- Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $314; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $294; Nonmember: $334; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $224; Paralegals attending alone: $254; Judges & judicial law clerks: $170; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $160. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the presenta-
tion qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Trials: Tips, Tactics & Tales
Michael P. Cash’s intense and creative program is designed specifically to

take you to the next level of success in the courtroom. 
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast – Fri., December 4, 2009; 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Dis-
count - Member- Pa., or any co. bar assn: $319; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $299; Nonmember:
$339; Paralegals attending with an attorney : $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial
law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $150. *Standar d Registration -
Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $344; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $324; Nonmember: $364; Para-
legals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks:
$185; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $175. *R egistrations received more than 2
days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Winning Before Trial: 10 Keys to Winning Depositions
Gain new insights into actively defending a deposition,

learn the ethical limits of witness preparation and persuasion and
understand the 3 C’s of winning trial presentations.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Video Encore – Tues., December 8, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz
57 Ctr., 339 Sixth A ve., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration
Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $319; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $299; Nonmember:
$339; Paralegals attending with an attorney : $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial
law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $150. *Standar d Registration -
Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $344; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $324; Nonmember: $364; Para-
legals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks:
$185; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $175. *R egistrations received more than 2
days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

Your First Bench Trial
New Course! Practical Tips from Top Practitioners and Judges. Great choice for

lawyers new to litigating in bench trials, or lawyers in need of a r efresher.
Credits: 3 substantive • When: Wed., December 9, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., check-in begins at
8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave.,
7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $219; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $199; Nonmember: $239; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $110; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $100. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $244;
Member admitted after 1/1/05: $224; Nonmember: $264; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124;
Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $135; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/05: $125. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

From File to Trial: 8 Keys to Success in Court & Beyond
Hon. Mark A. Drummond combines his experience and jury surveys to
bring you cutting edge persuasion techniques that you can use fr om the

day the case comes into your office to verdict. 
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Video - Fri.,
December 11, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional
Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course
book and lunch) *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $339; Member
admitted after 1/1/05: $319; Nonmember: $359; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $199; Parale-
gals attending alone: $249; Judges & judicial law clerks: $170; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/05: $160. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $364; Member admitted
after 1/1/05: $344; Nonmember: $384; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $224; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $274; Judges & judicial law clerks: $195; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05:
$185. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

CRIMINAL LAW
Criminal Law Update 2009

Update your knowledge of criminal law and pr ocedure to increase your
ability to effectively handle criminal litigation or use this course to

build a foundation in criminal practice. 
Credits: 4 substantive • When: Wed., December 2, 2009; 12:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.; check-in and lunch
begin at 11:15 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339
Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount -
Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $179; Nonmember: $219; Para-
legals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks:
$100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or
any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending
with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges &
judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $115. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the
presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

FAMILY LAW
Holding Expert Witnesses Accountable

in Custody Litigation
This program covers the skills needed to ascertain bias of your
custody witness and other very important examination skills to

adequately and effectively examine any custody witness. 
Credits: 4 substantive • When: Tues., December 1, 2009; 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.; check-in begins at
8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave.,
7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $199; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $179; Nonmember: $219; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224;
Member admitted after 1/1/05: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124;
Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/05: $115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Legal Issues Affecting Military Personnel
Afternoon program, with lunch, addresses the legal needs of your

military, veterans, retired clientele and their families. 
Credits: 4 substantive • When: Simulcast – Wed., December 2, 2009; 12:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.; check-
in begins at 12:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr .,
339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-
Pa., or any co. bar assn: $179; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $159; Nonmember: $199; P aralegals
attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $90;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $80. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $204; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $184; Nonmember: $224; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $115; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $105. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Special Tuition Discount: Tuition for any Pennsyl-
vania attorney who completes and presents a Pennsylvania, Allegheny Co. or Philadelphia Bar Associ-
ation Military Assistance P rogram Volunteer application at the pr ogram will only be r equired to pay
$50. There will be no refunds for after-program submissions. Register with PBI.

The Nuts & Bolts of Adoption Practice in Pennsylvania
Perfect course for you to stay cur rent in adoption law, expand

your practice to include adoption work, or if you want to brush up
on adoption practice and procedure. 

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Thurs., December 3, 2009; 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.; check-in begins at
8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave.,
7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $189; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $169; Nonmember: $209; P aralegals attending with an
attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $85. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $214;
Member admitted after 1/1/05: $194; Nonmember: $234; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124;
Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $120; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/05: $110. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT
Get Organized and Get Things Done!

Practical Time Management for Lawyers
This fast-paced and entertaining seminar provides practical and
effective skills and techniques for managing your time, projects,
information, paper, email, and staff. Learn how to tak e control.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Simulcast -
Thurs., December 10, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Pro-
fessional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes
course book and lunch) *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $249; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/05: $229; Nonmember: $269; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $129; Para-
legals attending alone: $149; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/05: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $274; Member admitted
after 1/1/05: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $154; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $174; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05:
$140. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

MEDICINE FOR LAWYERS
Anatomy for Lawyers: Mastering Medical Records
Award winning teacher, Professor Hodges saves you hours of extensive

research into medical terminology and years of practice r eading records
in this dynamic, multi-media presentation.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Fri., December
4, 2009; 8:25 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development
Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr ., 339 Sixth A ve., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and
lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $279; Member admitted after
1/1/05: $259; Nonmember: $299; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $99; P aralegals attending
alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $140; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05:
$130. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $304; Member admitted after 1/1/05:
$284; Nonmember: $324; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $124; P aralegals attending alone:
$154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $165; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $155.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

SECURITIES LAW
PLI – New Developments in Securitization 2009

Two-days of intensive/comprehensive introduction and update on what
solutions are being pursued in the market and what legislative and

regulatory actions and initiatives are underway.
Credits: 12 substantive • When: Simulcast – Thurs. & Fri., December 3-4, 2009; Thurs.: 9:00 a.m. to
5:15 p.m.; Fri.: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. each day • Where: PBI Profes-
sional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes
course book and lunch on the first day): $1,595. Register with PBI.

PLI – Understanding the Securities Laws 2009
Program provides up-to-the-minute understanding of the

basic underpinnings and interplay of the Securities Act of 1933
from experienced securities lawyers and SEC staff.

Credits: 13 CLE Credits (12 substantive/1 ethics) • When: Simulcast - on. Mon. & T ues., December 7 -
8, 2009; Mon: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Tues: 9:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m., both
days • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch on both days): $1,495. Register with PBI.

SKILLS TRAINING
Speaking to Win: The Art of Effective Speaking

for Lawyers
Give Steve Stark six hours and he will give you the k eys to improving

your speaking skills, gaining confidence before judges and juries,
and creating a spellbinding presentation. 

Credits: 6 substantive • When: Simulcast – Tues., December 15, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., check-
in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339
Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch) *Early Registration Discount - Mem-
ber-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $249; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $229; Nonmember: $269; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $129; Paralegals attending alone: $149; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $274; Member admitted after 1/1/05: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $154; Paralegals attending alone: $174; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $140. *R egistrations received more than 2 days befor e the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Negotiation Best Practices in a Tough Economy
Learn to create your own proven research-based strategies, that
will have greatest impact in this tough economy; implement and
manage these best practices organization-wide to achieve goals.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credits • When: Thurs., Decem-
ber 17, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Devel-
opment Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book
and lunch) *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $279; Member admitted
after 1/1/05: $259; Nonmember: $299; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $99; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $140; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05:
$130. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $304; Member admitted after 1/1/05:
$284; Nonmember: $324; P aralegals attending with an attorney : $124; P aralegals attending alone:
$154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $165; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/05: $155.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.
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Bar Briefs

News and Notes
Robert E. T ucker was installed as

President of the Longboat K ey, Fla.
Kiwanis Club.

◆    ◆    ◆
Henry M. Sneath, a partner at Pica-

dio Sneath Miller & Norton, P .C., has
been named First Vice President of
DRI—the Voice of the Defense Bar.

◆    ◆    ◆
Joan Ellenbogen, managing partner

at CrawfordEllenbogen, has been elect-
ed to a two-year term on the board of
directors of the International Network
of Accountants & Auditors.

People on the Move
Elliott & Davis, PC is pleased to

announce that Daniel Corbett is joining
the firm as an attorney. Corbett’s prac-
tice will center on trademark law , cor-
porate law, nonprofit law , estate plan-
ning, and civil litigation.

◆    ◆    ◆
Erica L. K oehl

recently joined
Babst, Calland,
Clements and Zom-
nir, P.C. as an asso-
ciate in the Litiga-
tion Services Group.

Changes in
Status

Krista Marie
Kochosky has com-
plied with the

Pa.C.L.E. Board’s Rules and Regulations
and has been reinstated to active status.

◆    ◆    ◆

Robert V incent Mitchell has been
placed on temporary suspension. 

Bar Briefs Policy
1. All submissions for “Bar Briefs”

should be sent to the attention of David
Blaner, ACBA Executive Director , 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh A ve.,
Pittsburgh, P a., 15219, or e-mailed to
dblaner@acba.org.

2. The “News and Notes” section is
limited to announcements regarding legal
or community service awards or organi-
zation appointments. Announcements
related to Best Lawyers in America,
Pennsylvania Rising Stars, or  Pennsylva-
nia Super Lawyers will not be published.

3. The “People on the Move” section is
limited to promotions, new positions, and
firm establishments. Only ACBA mem-
ber announcements will be published.

4. The “Changes in Status” section is
limited to Court notices regarding attor-
ney status. These announcements come
directly from the state and federal
courts and are not edited by ACBA staff.

5. The editors retain the right to
accept, edit, or reject submissions at
their sole discretion.

6. Due to the overwhelming number
of submissions received and the nature
of the Lawyers Journal production
schedule, your announcement will be
placed in a queue upon receipt and will
be p ublished i n t he next a vailable
issue. If you have a question regarding
when or if your announcement will be
published, contact Joanna T aylor at
412-402-6604 or jtaylor@acba.org. ■
All submissions for “Bar Briefs” or “In Memoriam”
should be sent to the attention of David Blaner,
ACBA Executive Director, 400 Koppers Building,
436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219, or e-
mailed to dblaner@acba.org.

Erica L.
Koehl 

ship with the husband and wife duo,
adding special meaning to the honor.

“Bill [Goodrich] has been a friend of
mine for over 20 years,” Gismondi said.
“To receive this award from another
plaintiff lawyer and a personal friend,
it adds to it.

“I gave Judge Lazzara her first
job,” he added. “I have the utmost
respect for her . She was the best law
clerk I ever had and then my right
hand as an associate.”

Gismondi said he was honored to be
recognized for professionalism, espe-
cially considering his career in litiga-
tion—“an adversarial endeavor.”

“When you’re in litigation things can
get testy,” he said. “ To be recognized
for your professionalism in that sort of
work makes you appreciate it.

“To me, one of the most rewarding
things about being a trial lawyer is to
have the ability to vigorously litigate
your case, but still retain the respect
and friendship of the other attorneys.”

A graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh and the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law , Gismondi began
his career in law as a law clerk to The
Honorable Gustave Diamond, serving
the U.S. District Court for the W estern
District of P ennsylvania. Gismondi
spent six years with Gilardi, Cooper &
Gismondi, P.A., before founding the
personal injury firm Gismondi & Asso-
ciates in 1987.

Gismondi is a past president of the
ACBA (1996), as well as the W estern
Pennsylvania Chapter of the P ennsyl-
vania Trial Lawyers Association
(1988–1989), where he serves as the
chairman of the Medical Malpractice
Section and a member of the Board of
Governors. He also served as chairman
of the Trial Advocacy F oundation of
Pennsylvania from 1987–1990.

Gismondi is a member of the ACBA,
the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the
American Bar Association, and the
Academy of Trial Lawyers of Alleghe-
ny County , where he serves on the
Board of Governors and as chairman of
the Membership Committee.

“[Gismondi’s] record of service to
the ACBA and to other legal associa-
tions is outstanding,” Kunselman said.

Gismondi is widely regarded as one
of the state’s leading experts on per-
sonal injury law and civil litigation. He
has lectured at well over 100 seminars
and conferences, reviewing “various
phases of civil litigation” at venues
across the state. Gismondi’s written
work has been featured in a number of
legal and professional journals.

In addition to practicing law , Gis-
mondi has spent his last 25 years as an
Adjunct Professor with his alma mater,
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law, where he teaches a weekly course
titled “Trial Advocacy.” The Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh School of Law also
offers a unique trial attorney s ce rtifi-
cate program bearing Gismondi’s
name: The John P. Gismondi Civil Liti-
gation Certificate Program. The pro-
gram is designed to provide law stu-
dents with a curriculum “devoted
exclusively to training the trial
lawyers of tomorrow,” according to the
university’s website.

The University of Pittsburgh hon-
ored Gismondi with the Distinguished
Alumnus award in 2008. Other honors
include the Israel Bonds Corporation
Legal Person of the Year award in 2006,
as w ell a s t he p restigious “ A/V”
rating—the highest tier for both legal
ability and qualities such as reliability ,
diligence, and ethics—from legal biog-
rapher Martindale-Hubbell.

As the 2009 Professionalism Award
winner, Gismondi received an
engraved Lucite plaque. He said he
was humbled to receive the award,
noting that many attorneys in
Allegheny County place a high value
on professionalism.

“I am very proud to receive it, but I
feel like there are a lot of other people
who are equally worthy of this honor ,”
Gismondi said. ■

GISMONDI AWARD continued from cover page

viewed as just a normal cost in present-
ing the case. Further , attempts to dis-
credit a party that is using technology
by saying something like, “they must
be trying to hide something with that
fancy show” are not persuasive when
you consider that most jurors have bet-
ter setups in their own family rooms!
Jurors expect to see visual technology
and do not associate a high cost with
this benefit.

The show must go on:

practice and backup
When Eric Clapton breaks a guitar

string on stage, he doesn’t stop the
show and stare blankly at the audience
or pull his hair out. He calmly walks to
the side of the stage and grabs his
backup guitar without missing a beat.
It shouldn’t be any different in the
courtroom. C omputers wi ll f ail a nd
you’ll have glitches. How well you are
prepared to deal with these unplanned
setbacks will determine whether it’s
something that the jury barely notices
or whether it will be a show stopper.

My motto “expect the best but plan for
the worst” has saved me more than a few
times. Although the upfront cost may be
a bit more, I highly recommend using
two “mirrored” laptops in any trial.
Should one crash you can quickly switch
to the other . F or example, in a recent
arbitration one of my computers stopped
responding. Without a backup laptop we
would have suffered an embarrassing
delay. However, since I was prepared I
just flipped a switch and the show went
on without anyone noticing.

Another great backup is the docu-
ment camera. These look somewhat like
an overhead projector . Just turn it on,
put the document under the camera and
it appears on the screen. These come in
handy when you need to show an exhib-
it that isn’t in your laptop database. I do
not, however, recommend using a docu-
ment camera as your sole method of
presenting your case. Getting the docu-
ment oriented and zoomed takes some
fiddling and documents are much hard-
er to read than from a computer.

Every great band practices together.
If you are working with an operator you
too must practice your presentation.
The key to a seamless presentation is
for the attorney and operator to be in
sync. A good example of being in sync
occurred recently when an attorney
was examining a witness and forgot the
correct exhibit number. He remem-
bered it was an agreement sometime in
May. Because we had recently prac-
ticed, I recalled the agreement and
brought it up without delay . Y ou too
should practice exhibit presentation.
An excellent time is during witness
preparation. Exhibits can be brought
up on a laptop as they are discussed
during preparation. Be sure to discuss
important documents and passages or
callouts before they are used in court.
Annotating a document (highlighting,
zooming, etc.) can be done “on the fly”
in court, but being prepared can avoid
confusion and delay in getting the right
paragraph or sentence on the screen.

Don’t skip the sound check: know the

courtroom and test the equipment
What happens before every concert?

The sound check! The crew surveys the
stage, sets up the equipment, and tests
everything. Getting ready to rock the
house on stage and finding out that none
of the microphones work would be a
disaster. In order to avoid problems
with your presentation, you also need to
conduct a “sound check.” Whether you
bring in your own equipment or use the
court’s, be sure to test everything.

Also, keep in mind that every judge
views technology and equipment a lit-
tle differently. Work with the clerk to
find out details like the judge’s setup
preferences, times when the equip-
ment can be installed, and building
security. A judge generally will not
allow both sides to bring in their own
equipment so you should coordinate
with opposing counsel. If possible, view

ROCK STAR continued from page 6
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Lawyers’ Mart

ACCIDENT
RECONSTRUCTION

JOEL W. CANNON, Ph.D., P.E.; Professionally certified,
experienced. (724) 223-6146, jcannon@washjeff.edu.

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 1990.
Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

GILMORE AUCTION GALLERIES—Estate appraisals. Com-
plete auction service. (724) 684-4666. James R. Gilmore.

CRIME SCENE
RECONSTRUCTION

BARIE GOETZ, 30 years experience in Crime Scene
Reconstruction & Bloodstain Pattern Interpretation.
724-791-9983. www.bariegoetz.com

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced in
Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil & Criminal
Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.—20 yrs. of forensic economics
& vocational eval. expertise in one report. 412-415-1136.

EXPERT WITNESS

PROPERTY & CASUALTY COVERAGE ANALYSIS; Company/
Agent/Insured’s Duties. Philip T. Coffin 412-531-6616.

FORENSIC
ENGINEERS

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, BIOMECHANICS,
PRODUCT LIABILITY. Keystone Engineering Consult-
ants, www.ForensicExp.com. Call Dave Kassekert, PE,
412-855-0266.

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, BIOMECHANICS. Ira S.
Kuperstein, Ph.D., P.E. Extensive experience. (412) 318-4253.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412) 921-4046.
Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com

the site in advance so you can address
line of site issues or cable require-
ments. And finally , test everything
before trial starts.

So, now you’re on the way to being a
trial technology rock star. You know the
benefits of using technology in the
courtroom. Y ou understand that the
jury expects to see technology and that
it aids in understanding and retention.
Although you can put on a glitzy show ,

your focus is on the content of the pres-
entation, enhanced with the available
technology. You will find the most suc-
cess using the appropriate equipment
and software and assuring your evi-
dence is backed up and working. ■

Alexander Cianfrocco, Esq. is a Visuals
Trial Consultant and Trial Technology Spe-
cialist for ARCCA, Inc. and a member of the
ACBA Technology Utilization Committee.

GUIDELINES
FOR UNSOLICITED ARTICLES

SUBMITTED FOR
PUBLICATION IN THE

LAWYERSJOURNAL

Because the editors of the Lawyers Journal (LJ) receive many
submissions for publication we can accept only a portion of
those sent to us. Most often, we decline articles because they
either discuss topics we have recently covered or serve as
promotional material in the guise of an article.

When submitting an article for consideration, please keep
these guidelines in mind:

1. Authors are strongly encouraged to discuss article ideas
with the editor and submit an outline or capsule summary
before investing time in writing. The LJ will not agree to
run an article until the editors evaluate the full-text article.

2. Every effort will be made to publish an accepted article;
however, the LJ reserves the right not to publish an
accepted article if the material becomes dated, if there is no
space to run the article, or if the editorial board raises any
other concern.

3. We publish only articles written exclusively for the LJ.
We will not consider material that an author has sent to
other publications.

4. We rely on the author’s integrity in submitting original work.
Any material derived from other sources should be clearly
identified within the text.

5. We evaluate submissions for their value to our audience,
timeliness, and credibility. We do not publish articles that
promote the author’s company, products, or services.

6. Articles should be no more than 2,500 words.
Authors must use endnotes to cite sources.

7. Due to the volume of material we publish, we are
unable to provide authors with edited manuscripts or
galleys for review.

8. Authors should explain in simple language any technical
terms that would be unclear to the general legal audience.

9. Authors should send a hard copy of the article and a version
saved to a diskette, preferably in MS Word format. Be sure to
write the author’s name and article title on the label.

10. Write your full name, business affiliation, address, and
any pertinent professional designations that should appear
in the author’s ID. We don’t run phone numbers or
contact addresses.

11. Articles should be mailed to Jennifer Pulice, Editor,
Lawyers Journal, Allegheny County Bar Association,
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA
15219; faxed to 412-261-6042; or e-mailed to
jpulice@acba.org.

12. Because each issue of the LJ is copyrighted by the
Allegheny County Bar Association, publications wishing
to use an article after it has appeared in our journal must
obtain our permission to do so.
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2008 ACBA Pro Bono Achievement
Award winners recognized
By Barbara Griffin

The need for free legal services con-
tinues to grow just as attorneys
and others in the legal community

are facing increasing demands upon
their resources. These dedicated mem-
bers of the legal community neverthe-
less continued to give of their time and
talents to help members of our commu-
nity who are unable to pay for represen-
tation. The Pro Bono Achievement
Awards, chosen annually by the Public
Service Committee, were presented
during the 12th annual Fellows Dinner
at LeMont R estaurant on Thursday ,
Sept. 17, 2009. Please join the ACBA and
the bar foundation in congratulating the
following award recipients:

2008 Lorraine M. Bittner Public

Interest Attorney Award

Nancy A. Hubley, Esq.
Nancy Hubley is the founder and cur-

rent Director of the Pittsburgh office of
the Education Law Center , a non-profit
public interest law firm dedicated to
ensuring that all P ennsylvania’s chil-
dren have access to quality public edu-
cation. Her legal career demonstrates
an unparalleled commitment to pro
bono legal services. W ith the exception
of time as a judic ial law clerk, Hub ley
has spent virtually her entire legal
career protecting the educational rights
of P ennsylvania’s m ost “ at r isk” c hil-
dren and youth. She was the recipient of
the 2 003 P rofessional S ervice A ward
from Achieva and is praised consistent-
ly by parents, advocates, educators, and
fellow a ttorneys f or h er d edication t o
children and her expansive legal knowl-
edge o f public education. Her commit-
ment t o p ublic s ervice e xtends t o h er
broader community work with the
Somali Bantu refugee community ,
where she provides endless hours of pro
bono legal advice and support on a vari-
ety o f f amily, s chool, a nd c ommunity
issues. H ubley m entors l aw s tudents
from t he U niversity o f Pi ttsburgh an d
Duquesne University and this way con-
tinues to inspire young lawyers with her
commitment to community and profes-
sional service.

2008 Jane F. Hepting Individual

Pro Bono Awards

Edward T. Harvey, Esq.
Ed Harvey is an attorney at the law

firm of Hergenroeder Rega & Sommer.
Although he normally practices in the
areas of real estate and general com-
mercial litigation, Harvey has been
volunteering his legal services to the
Pittsburgh AIDS T ask Force for more
than twenty years and has assisted
hundreds of clients with a variety of
legal issues. His primary contribution
to the legal program of the AIDS T ask
Force in volves prepari ng powers of
attorney, a dvance h eath c are d irec-
tives, and estate documents for clients,
many of whom are facing a terminal ill-
ness. Harvey consistently has made

himself available to the AIDS T ask
Force a nd pr ovided s ervices w ith
expertise, understanding, and a wealth
of compassion. Harvey’s career-
long c ommitment to the Pitts burgh
AIDS T ask F orce and its clients is
genuinely remarkable.
Lindsay A. Oliver & Nicklaus A. Oliver

Nick and Lindsay Oliver are a hus-
band and wife volunteer team with
Christian Legal Aid of Pittsburgh. Nick
is an in-house attorney at Alcoa, and
Lindsay is a corporate associate at
Cohen & Grigsby. Together, they volun-
teer at Christian Legal Aid’s clinics by
giving free legal counsel to those who
could not otherwise afford it. Both,
however, give far more than legal coun-
sel during clinic hours. They are both
extremely compassionate and caring
lawyers who also have provided full
representation to numerous clients
over the several years that they have
volunteered with Christian Legal Aid.
In particular , they recently helped a
woman who needed representation in a
landlord/tenant matter and in applying
for disability benefits. Because of her
physical and mental disabilities, the
client was unable to make it to the clin-
ic. The Olivers went above the call of
duty by visiting the client in her home
and helping her maintain her housing.
It is their consistent high standard of
volunteerism and commitment to pro-
viding legal services to the poor that
makes them so worthy of this award.

2008 Law Firm Pro Bono Awards

Dickie McCamey & Chilcote
Immediately upon joining the Pitts-

burgh Pro Bono P artnership in 2008,
representatives from Dickie, McCamey
& Chilcote met with members of the
Partnership Board to identify a Signa-
ture Project which the firm could take
on. At that time, the Health and W ell-
ness Center in Millvale was looking
into the establishment of a legal clinic
to serve the needs of low income resi-
dents of the Millvale area. A ttorneys
Sam Grego and Jill Albrecht immedi-
ately rose to the challenge and volun-
teered the firm to staff the Millvale
Health W ellness Legal Clinic as the
second community legal clinic to be
opened by the P artnership. Since the
first clinic was held in late 2008, attor-
neys from the firm have met with over
100 clients coming to the clinic with a
variety of legal problems. In another
area o f pr o b ono w ork, D ickie
McCamey r anks f irst a mong t he
eleven, large, non-family law firms
accepting referrals of Protection from
Abuse cases from Neighborhood Legal
Services Association, having accepted
136 referrals in 2008. Without this kind
of private bar assistance, NLSA would
not have been able to meet the needs of
the 2,863 clients who applied for repre-
sentation as plaintiffs in protection
from abuse cases in 2008. Individual
attorneys from the firm have also vol-
unteered with the Pittsburgh Pro Bono
Partnership’s C ustody C onciliation
Project, KidsV oice, and in prisoners’
rights c ases. T he f irm o f D ickey,
McCamey & Chilcote has been an out-
standing example of the difference one
firm can make in assuring equal access
to justice for low income individuals
and families.

Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis
Schnader Harrison’s firm-wide com-

mitment to pro bono is an integral
characteristic of the law firm. Over the
past year , its Pittsburgh office has
made a particular impact through its
service to local organizations address-
ing the needs of low-income residents
of Allegheny County . Schnader Harri-
son assisted the Pittsburgh R efugee &
Immigrant Assistance Center by repre-
senting low-income immigrants who
are facing deportation, cases that can
sometimes be lengthy and complicated,
and performing the work with both
competence and compassion. Schnader
also provided substantial assistance to
NeighborWorks Western Pennsylvania,
a housing services organization whose
goal for its clients is financial empow-
erment that promotes homeownership
and stable communities. Approximate-
ly 75 percent of NeighborWorks’s
clients are at or below poverty level
and 86 percent are single parent house-
holds. Schnader has been instrumental
in the implementation of Neighbor-
Works’s growth strategy by providing
free legal services that included tax
assessment appeal assistance, corpo-
rate entity filing, and other issues relat-
ing to human resources, contracts,
state banking and lending laws, and
county and municipal law . Schnader ’s
assistance to these organizations and
their low-income clients is yet another
demonstration of the firm’s long-stand-
ing commitment to pro bono.

2008 Law Student Pro Bono

Award

Sarah Connelly
Sarah Connelly has provided assis-

tance to clients of Neighborhood Legal
Services Association through her par-
ticipation in the Duquesne University
School of Law civil and family justice
law clinic for the 2008–2009 academic
year. In that capacity she provided tele-
phone advice to clients with a variety of
landlord tenant problems, assisted in
the preparation of unemployment com-
pensation cases, and helped with the
preparation of motions for consumer
cases in Common Pleas Court. Connelly
continued this work in NLSA’s ten-week
summer intern program, where she
represented clients at hearings before
district judges and at arbitration. She
has also done volunteer work at a senior
citizens center . Her empathy for the
legal needs of low income individuals
and families and her enthusiastic
approach to assisting these clients and
to improving her own legal skills in the
process has made her an outstanding
intern in the NLSA program.

2008 Paralegal Pro Bono Award

Kathy DeCesare
Prior to her retirement last month,

Kathy DeCesare worked with the Pitts-
burgh Office of C hief C ounsel for the
Pennsylvania Department of Environ-

v i s i t  t h e  a c b F  w e b s i t e  at  w w w. a c b F. o r g

Continued on page 4A
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2008 Pro Bono Achievement Award winners gather during the 12th annu-
al Fellows Dinner at LeMont Restaurant on Thursday, Sept. 17, 2009. Cho-
sen annually by the Public Service Committee, awards are given to indi-
vidual attorneys, law firms, law students, paralegals, corporate legal
departments, government agencies, and the judiciary, as well as for indi-
vidual special service. The awards are designed to honor dedicated mem-
bers of the legal community who give of their time and talents to help
members of our community who are unable to pay for representation.
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Foundation’s remarkable growth due
to your generous support
By Vicki L. Beatty

A s the year winds down, charita-
ble institutions across the region
gear up for one final push to

obtain your tax deductible contribu-
tion. In the battle to be heard above the
roar of the crowd, it is sometimes too
easy to forget that the words our donors
really want to hear are not “we need
more,” but “thank you” and “your con-
tribution mattered.” On behalf of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation, I am
more than happy to extend the “thank
you,” but ensuring that you understand
how much your contributions mattered
requires more than a simple platitude.

The mission of the ACBF is to be a
driving force in promoting justice for all
and to improve the community through
public service law related programs as
the charitable arm of the Allegheny
County Bar Association. In 2009, the
foundation distributed over $300,000 in
assistance to members of the bar and
the community. With your help, we were
able to provide $40,000 in grants to legal
aid providers to assist  them in develop-
ing programs to meet the needs of their
target communities. Through donations
to our named funds, the foundation
awarded over $47,750 in loans and
scholarships to deserving law students.
In addition, our newly created Military
Veterans & Elderly Fund contributed
$17,000 to aid in setting up a V eterans
Court in cooperation with the Court of
Common Pleas of Allegheny County and
to sponsor a special Military & Veterans
Legal Advice Day with KDK A during
which volunteer attorneys helped over
400 veterans and military family mem-

bers with pressing legal issues.
In its 16th year , A ttorneys Against

Hunger raised over $119,000. Thanks
to LexisNexis for underwriting 100
percent of the administrative costs of
the campaign, ensuring that every dol-
lar raised went directly to the recipient
hunger agencies. Also a special thank
you to Eckert Seamans, the McGinley
Family, and the Rita M. McGinley
Foundation for their $15,000 challenge
grant again this past year . W ith their
generous assistance, AAH has now sur-
passed the $800,000 mark in pro-
viding assistance to local
food pantries and hunger
service agencies.

Approximately four
years ago, the founda-
tion created the ACBF
Loan Repayment
Assistance Program
(LRAP) in an effort to
assist p ublic se rvice
attorneys in the repay-
ment of their law school
debt. In 2009, $41,000 was
awarded to 17 public interest
attorneys. Since the program’s
inception in 2006, over $180,000 has
been awarded to 33 attorneys. While
we have not as yet been able to identify
a continuing funding stream for contin-
uation of LRAP, we are very pleased to
announce that the foundation is the
recipient of a $100,000 grant from the
Pennsylvania Department of Commu-
nity & Economic Development, through
the efforts of Senator Jay Costa, for the
creation of a Public Interest Law F el-
lowship Program. This will be a two
year program which will provide

stipends to public interest attorneys
who show exemplary commitment to
providing legal services to the needy.

But the foundation’s contributions to
our community do not stop at direct
monetary donations. Our Pro Bono
Center recruits and trains volunteer
attorneys to provide pro bono legal
assistance to low-income clients. The
center works as the nexus between
these attorneys and 33 civil legal serv-
ices organizations. In 2008, nearly
11,000 disadvantaged clients were

served by over 800 volunteer
attorneys through Pro Bono

Center programs. In addi-
tion, through the tireless
efforts of P ro Bono
Coordinator Barbara
Griffin, the center is
constantly seeking to
identify and fill the
voids in the programs
available to the low-

income and disadvan-
taged members of our

community. During this
past year, the Pro Bono Cen-

ter has helped develop several
new initiatives including a mortgage
foreclosure conciliation program, a
federal parole program, and an immi-
gration project. In the past year , the
Juvenile Court Project also handled
approximately 2,500 open dependency
cases in juvenile court and the Divorce
Law Project performed over 150 no-
fault divorces for its indigent clients.
Without y our g enerous support, t he
needs of these members of our commu-
nity would continue to be unmet.

In 1996, the foundation established

the Fellows Program as a formal means
of recognizing and honoring attorneys
who have shown a commitment to
excellence in charitable, community ,
professional a nd/or p ublic s ervice
activities. Fellows’ pledges support the
foundation in two important ways. Fifty
percent of each pledge helps build the
foundation’s e ndowment. I nterest
income from the endowment will sup-
port the foundation’s initiatives to
enhance the delivery of pro bono legal
services to l ow-income clients in
Allegheny County. The other fifty per-
cent of each pledge helps grow the
foundation’s Grants Program. With this
year’s class, over 700 individuals have
recognized and accepted the Bar ’s
ongoing challenge to fund public serv-
ice activities by becoming Fellows of
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
At t he Fellows D inner a t t he L eMont
this p ast S eptember, w e i nducted 5 1
attorneys, i ncluding 1 4 m embers o f
our i naugural Young L awyer F ellows
class. W e w ere a lso ho nored t o w el-
come as our keynote speaker, Dr. J im
Withers, the founder of Operation
Safety Ne t, a program d esigned to
assist and provide healthcare services
to t he h omeless w here t hey l ive—on
the s treets and under the bridges. We
were reminded by Dr. Withers how one
person can make a difference, even in
incremental steps. Collectively ,
whether through your volunteer
efforts through the Pro Bono Center or
your d onations t o t he fo undation, y ou
have made a difference in our commu-
nity. Step by step and year by year,
with y our c ontinuing s upport, w e c an
continue to make that happen. ■
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Pro Bono Center continues to respond to need for legal services
By Barbara Griffin

The Pro Bono Center began the
year 2009 with the same concern
that was on the minds of many in

our communities and across the coun-
try. The effects of the national financial
crisis were beginning to be seen in
Allegheny County , with increasing
numbers of low-income individuals
facing job losses and having difficulty
making rent or mortgage payments,
among o ther t hings. T he e conomic
downturn has impacted all elements of
our society , including attorneys but
none are impacted harder than those
already living in poverty. This presents
great c hallenges f or l egal s ervice
providers, who are facing cuts in fund-
ing just as the need for services rises.
At the same time, however, the Pro
Bono Center saw a marked increase in
the number of attorneys interested in
volunteering. In response, the Pro
Bono Center worked this year to
respond to areas of need for legal serv-
ices—while at the same time providing
new volunteer opportunities for attor-
neys—by launching new programs and
providing training opportunities.

The Pro Bono Center worked with
the Allegheny County Court of Com-
mon Pleas to launch the “Save Y our
Home” mortgage foreclosure concilia-
tion p rogram i n J anuary. A ttorneys
were r ecruited t o r epresent l ow-
income borrowers in judicial concilia-
tions of residential foreclosure actions.
A t raining p rogram f or v olunteers
sponsored b y N eighborhood L egal
Services Association was held in F eb-
ruary and the first conciliations began

in April. Dozens of homeowners have
been helped by this program.

The Equity Protection Legal Clinic
(EPLC) became a new Pro Bono Center
member in 2009. The clinic provides
“legacy preservation” legal services to
low-income home owner-occupants.
These transactional legal services
include matters such as resolving “tan-
gled title” issues and other services
that secure and preserve ownership
interests in real property. EPLC’s man-
aging a ttorney, I rene M cLaughlin,
works with law students at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and volunteer attor-
neys from the ACBA Real Property
Section and Probate & Trust Law Sec-
tion Council.

The F ederal Probationers EC SEL
Program—Enhancing Community
Safety through Education and Legal
Services—launched in October with a
breakfast orientation meeting intro-
duced by Judge Joy Flowers Conti.
This program will provide direct legal
services and informational sessions to
former federal inmates who are partic-
ipating in the W orkforce Development
Services program of the U.S. Probation
and Pretrial Services Office for the
Western District of P ennsylvania.
These services help to reduce recidi-
vism, decrease the unemployment rate
of offenders, and increase the probabil-
ity that restitution will be paid in a
timely manner.

The Pro Bono Center ’s partnership
with its member organizations and
programs continues to be a key to the
success of bringing more free legal
services to individuals and providing
volunteer opportunities to attorneys.

I worked with fellow members of the
Pittsburgh Pro Bono P artnership’s
administrative board to bring on a new
partnership member, EQT Corporation,
which quickly got to work at a new
community legal clinic at the offices of
Catholic Charities in downtown Pitts-
burgh. The Partnership held its annual
breakfast meeting in October , where
Supreme C ourt J ustice D ebra T odd
spoke about the importance of volun-
teerism to the judicia l system. The
program included a one-hour CLE
program with a panel of volunteer
attorneys who spoke about their expe-
riences working on pro bono cases.

The Pro Bono Center also worked
closely with the ACBA Public Service
Committee supporting volunteers with
a recognition event and awards pro-
grams, and on community service
events including a blood drive, the I-
CAN E-File tax program, Law Day, the
backpack project, and “Calling All
Suits,” among others.

Probably no relationship has been
more important than that between the
Pro Bono Center and Neighborhood
Legal Services Association (NLSA), the
largest provider of general legal serv-
ices to low-income individuals in
Allegheny County. The Pro Bono Cen-
ter assisted NLSA by publicizing train-
ing programs and recruiting volunteer
attorneys. NLSA sponsored the “Save
Your Home” training for mortgage
foreclosure conciliations, as well as
several sessions on protection from
abuse c ases a nd l egal i ssues f or
community clinic volunteers. We will
continue to work together toward our
common goal of providing services to

individuals facing critical legal issues
that affect basic needs such as housing,
employment, f inancial s tability, a nd
family relationships.

The Pro Bono Center continued to
publish electronically the monthly Pro
Bono e-newsletter and the periodic
“Pro Bono Spotlight” in the Lawyers
Journal. A new resource of the Pro
Bono Center created this year was the
Legal Services Directory, which lists
programs and organizations in Alleghe-
ny C ounty th at p rovide f ree o r
reduced-fee legal services to eligible
low-income residents and small non-
profit agencies.

The return of Pro Bono R ocks!
brought fun and excitement to the
close of the year , with hundreds of
supporters turning out at the Hard
Rock Café to hear “Who’s  Bad,” a
Michael Jackson tribute band. This
event raised funds that are essential to
continuing the operation of the Pro
Bono Center.

I look forward to working in the
upcoming year with the Pro Bono
Center members and organizations
and with new and existing volunteers.
I particularly hope to strengthen and
expand t ies w ith A CBA C ommittees,
Divisions, and Sections who are
interested in pro bono programs. The
attorneys, judges, law students, and
other members of the ACBA are the
foundation of successful legal servic-
es programs. On behalf of the Pro
Bono Center and the Allegheny
County Bar F oundation, I thank you
for your support and for your work
on behalf of low-income residents of
our community. ■
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ACBF Grants Program to distribute
$31,587 to six legal service agencies
By Erin Rhodes and

Lorrie K. Albert

In January 2010, the ACBF will dis-
tribute a total of $31,587 in grants
to s ix l egal-aid p roviders. G rant

funds are generated through the
bar foundation’s F ellows Program.
Fellows of the foundation pledge
$1,000 to be paid over four years. Half
of t he p ledge g oes t o t he G rants P ro-
gram, the other half to the foundation’s
endowment. Once the endowment
reaches $1 million, the ACBF hopes to
utilize t he i nterest ea rned f rom t he
fund to further support pro bono serv-
ices and initiatives.

The bar foundation’s Grants Pro-
gram annually awards grants to organ-
izations to help fund new initiatives
supporting legal services to the poor or
legal-related educational programs.

Each year, members of the Grant Mak-
ing Committee choose among several
applicants and weigh multiple factors
when making awards, including
whether the proposed project fits with-
in the foundation’s mission, how suc-
cessful the organization has been with
other initiatives, and how critical the
need is for the project. The Committee
also aims to fund projects that will pro-
vide much needed services that are not
provided anywhere else.

Upon distribution in January , the
bar foundation will have awarded over
$241,000 i n g rants s ince i ts i nception
in 2000.

The following legal aid providers
received grants this year:

CASA of Allegheny County—to sup-
port costs associated with recruiting,
screening, and training new volunteers
from the legal community.

Education Law Center—to help fund
“Legal Aid for Teens in Transition” which
will provide legal services t o emancipat-
ed minors, runaways, and those wh o are
homeless to help them understand and
exercise their leg al r ights, to enroll and
remain in school, and to gain access to
public education services.

Jewish Family & Children’s Service
of Pittsburgh—to help fund the existing
Pro Bono Immigration Law Project
which will mentor additional pro bono
non-immigration attorneys for the pro-
vision of deportation representation;
provide referrals to individuals with
Green Card issues, citizenship issues,
and deportation cases; and assign asy-
lum cases to pro bono attorneys through
the Pro Bono Referral Program.

KidsVoice—to help fund the Inde-
pendent L iving Ad vocacy P rogram
which will help teen clients aging out of

the foster care system to receive serv-
ices needed to transition to independ-
ent living as adults and to avoid pover-
ty, homelessness, crime, addiction and
re-entry into the public welfare system.

Mental Health America Legal Serv-
ices—to support the provision of pro
bono legal services to people with men-
tal illness in a timely and understand-
ing manner , ensuring them the best
opportunity to achieve positive resolu-
tions to their legal problems.

Neighborhood Legal Services Asso-
ciation—to fund the “Domestic V io-
lence Consumer Education Project”
which will help victims of domestic vio-
lence obtain legal information to
achieve economic self-sufficiency. ■

If you have questions about the ACBF Grants

Program, please contact Lorrie Albert at 412-

402-6641 or lalbert@acba.org.

Public Service Committee celebrates banner year
By Drew Hardman

The Allegheny County Bar Associ-
ation Public Service Committee is
rounding out the 2009 campaign

with the second annual “Calling All
Suits” clothing drive to benefit Project
Employ, a professional development
course that provides troubled Alleghe-
ny County residents with life skills and
job training. Culminating November
20, the clothing drive is the latest addi-
tion to a long list of Public Service
Committee activities in 2009, marking
another successful year.

“The Public Service Committee has
wholeheartedly served its mission this
year with community service projects
that help meet the needs of individuals
who are struggling financially ,”
Allegheny County Bar F oundation Pro
Bono Coordinator and PSC liaison Bar-
bara Griffin said.

“2009 was a banner year for the
Public Service Committee,” Chair Bar-
bara P ayne added. “W e had several
very successful activities and assisted
not only low-income individuals from a
legal perspective, but also in reaching
out to the community.”

Last year, “Calling All Suits” collect-
ed well over 250 pieces of clothing for
Project Employ, and PSC representa-
tives are hopeful that 2009’s campaign
will produce similar results. Donations
benefit Allegheny County residents
who were formerly homeless or incar-
cerated, providing appropriate attire
for job interviews and the workplace.

“Project Employ, which is a part of
Bethlehem Haven, provides members
of the community with occupational
and career assistance designed to help
the participants in preparing them-
selves for all aspects of securing and
maintaining employment,” PSC Vice
Chair Aaron Asher noted. “W e help in
this cause by donating gently-used
suits and other work appropriate cloth-
ing for Project Employ participants to
wear on job interviews and to work.”

The PSC held a special meeting on
November 16 at ACBA headquarters to
recognize the 2009 P ennsylvania Bar
Association Pro Bono A ward winners.
The Committee submitted nominations
in May for outstanding public service-
related work. This year , the PBA dis-
tributed four Pro Bono A wards to the
following ACBA representatives: Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law
Professor Stella Smetanka (for her

work with Uptown Legal Clinic), Judge
Alan Hertzberg (for his support of pro
bono programs), PSC Chair Barbara
Payne (for her work as Pro Se Assis-
tance coordinator), and the 2009 Bar
Leadership Initiative class (for organ-
izing Pro Bono Day).

The PSC continued another success-
ful tradition in August with the third
annual Backpack Project, providing
school supplies to underprivileged stu-
dents in Allegheny County . W ith the
assistance of the ACBA Young Lawyers
Division, the PSC distributed a total of
over 700 backpacks—“ filled with use-
ful school supplies”—to four area ele-
mentary schools, and an additional 25
backpacks to children in temporary
housing a t L ight o f L ife M ission,
according to Asher.

Payne reported that members of the
PSC visited area schools to determine
which schools could benefit the most
from the Backpack Project.

“Without the Backpack Project,
these children wouldn’t have their
school supplies for the year,” she said.

The Backpack Project has grown
immensely since its inception in 2007,
when the PSC distributed approxi-
mately 300 backpacks.

In May, the PSC celebrated another
successful Law Day with the fifth
graders at Pittsburgh Allegheny K -5. A
number of ACBA volunteers, including
Judge Beth Lazzara, challenged a group
of 75 fifth graders to connect the law to
everyday life with this year ’s program,
“Five Things I’d Rather Be Doing.”

Dana Levine and Nicole Scialabba
reprised their roles as Law Day co-
chairs, and helped design an interac-
tive program to “teach the students
how the law is a part of everything they
do,” Levine said.

“We wanted the students to under-
stand that the law affects every aspect
of their lives,” Scialabba added.

The PSC took a moment to recognize
and thank pro bono volunteers on May
13 with a free CLE course, titled “Pro-
grams, Trends, and Best Practices in
Pro Bono Representation.” Held at the
Rivers C lub, o ver 8 0 p articipants
attended the CLE course to listen as
Judge Alan Hertzberg reviewed the
role of the pro bono lawyer in the fam-
ily court system and attorney Cather-
ine Martin, representing Neighborhood
Legal Services, discussed trends and
best practices in consumer issues for
the low-income client, according to

event chair Kelly Williams.
The program, which included break-

fast, is an example of the PSC’s ongoing
efforts to recognize ACBA volunteers
for “dedicating their time to those in
our community who are less fortunate
and who are in need of assistance,”
Williams said.

“It is our opinion on the Public
Service Committee that our wonderful
volunteers do not volunteer their time
to receive recognition or awards—they
do t his b ecause t hey f eel th e ne ed t o
help others,” W illiams added. “W e
have the recognition event to h onor
that compassion and dedication
because it is deserved.”

One new event this year was the
“Give From the Heart Blood Drive,”
held on February 13 at the City-County
Building. R epresentatives from Cen-
tral Blood Bank were on ha nd to assist
a total of 34 ACBA donors, including
several judges.

Asher called the “Give From the
Heart Blood Drive” a success, noting
that the event would not have been pos-
sible without the efforts of organizer
and ACBA member Jeff Pollock.

“Jeff Pollock helped our Committee
a great deal and really brought a spe-
cial feeling to the event, particularly
considering his past experience with
donating blood and the effect it had on
his life,” Asher said.

A longtime blood donor , Pollock pro-
posed the idea of an ACBA-spo nsored
blood drive to the Public Service Com-
mittee. In 2008, P ollock made a regular
visit to the blood bank, only to discover
his iron count was low—a discovery that
led to his diagnosis with lymphoma.

“I want to take my experience and
make something positive out of it,” Pol-
lock said.

Following this year’s success, Payne
said she hopes to make the PSC blood
drive a biannual event.

For the second annual year, the PSC
gave low-income residents the opportu-
nity to file their tax returns and claim
Earned Income Tax Credit with I-CAN
E-File, held on F ebruary 6 and 7. This
year, a total of 17 individuals took
advantage of the tax preparation pro-
gram, claiming $36,978 in income tax
refunds, including $14,474 of Earned
Income Tax Credit.

Another exciting addition in February
was the approval of the Equity Protec-
tion Legal Clinic as a Pro Bono Center
member. The Equity Protection Legal

Clinic p rovides l egacy p reservation
services to low-income home owner-
occupants. The organization offers legal
services that secure and preserve own-
ership interests in real property.

Finally, the bar foundation present-
ed the 2008 ACBA Pro Bono Achieve-
ment A wards at the 12th annual F el-
lows Reception & Dinner in September.
The PSC is responsible for selecting
the Pro Bono Achievement A wards
winners. This year ’s recipients includ-
ed Nancy A. Hubley (Public Interest
Attorney A ward); Edward T . Harvey
and Lindsay and Nicklaus Oliver (Indi-
vidual Pro Bono A wards); Dickie
McCamey & Chilcote and Schnader
Harrison Segal & Lewis (Law Firm Pro
Bono A wards); Sarah Connelly (Law
Student Pro Bono A ward); Kathy
DeCesare (Paralegal Pro Bono Award);
Alcoa, Inc. (Corporate Legal Depart-
ment Pro Bono Award); the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (Government Agency Pro Bono
Award); the Hon. Alan D. Hertzberg
(Judicial Service Award); and Aaron P.
Asher and Francis E. Corbett (Special
Service Pro Bono Awards).

As the PSC wraps up another suc-
cessful year , Committee members
would like to encourage ACBA mem-
bers to maintain their ongoing dedica-
tion to public service. According to a
recent report by the federal Legal
Services Corporation, “50 percent of
potential clients seeking help from LSC
programs are turned away because of
lack of resources,” Griffin noted.

“With the current economic down-
turn, the need for legal services is as
strong as ever , with increasing num-
bers of people seeking help for bank-
ruptcy and unemployment compensa-
tion,” Griffin said. “ Thus, while the
Public Service Committee continues to
do community service projects, it will
also work on ways to mobilize volun-
teer a ttorneys t o h elp me et l egal
needs.”

Payne is confident that the ACBA
membership will meet the increasing
need for public service.

“The experience of the PSC is that
anytime there is a need, the word is put
out to the ACBA membership through
its various Committees and the mem-
bers step forward to assist,” she said.

“There is no question that the ACBA
membership understands the impor-
tance of public service and pro bono
work,” Asher added. ■
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Attorneys Against Hunger
Upcoming Community Outreach Events

Saturday, November 21 Urban League Hunger Services
7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Human Services Building

One Smithfield Street (basement)
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Thanksgiving Dinner distribution

Sunday, December 6 Squirrel Hill Food Pantry
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 5842 Forward Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Packing bags with groceries

Saturday, January 23 Produce to People
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. w/Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

Market House (South Side)
12th and East Carson Streets
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
Direct food distribution

Saturday, February 6 Jubilee Kitchen
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 2005 Wyandotte Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Serving food to clients

If you are interested in volunteering or are a member of a firm, Section, or Com-
mittee that would like to host an outreach event, please contact Erin Rhodes at
412-402-6641 or erhodes@acba.org.

PHOTO AND CAPTION COURTESY OF EAST END COOPERATIVE MINISTRY.

Volunteers prepare and serve the noon meal at East End Cooperative
Ministry’s Soup Kitchen. An average of 87 men, women, and children eat
lunch at the Soup Kitchen daily.

PHOTO BY ERIN RHODES

The 2008 Thanksgiving Distribution hosted by Urban League Hunger Services.

mental Protection for more than thirty
years, the majority of that time as a
paralegal. In that time, she was held in
the highest regard by her peers, both
professionally and personally . DeCe-
sare enthusiastically brought those fine
qualities to the Pittsburgh Pro Bono
Partnership’s W ills P roject a t t he
Stephen F oster Community Center in
Lawrenceville, a legal clinic staffed by
Department volunteers assisting elder-
ly clients in preparing important end-
of-life documents such as wills, powers
of attorney, and advanced health care
directives. She has proven herself near
indispensable to the Project, through
the early months of the Project’s solid-
ification with the community and its
volunteer attorneys as a viable pro
bono endeavor and in its continuing
growth and refinement. Her efforts
have been tireless and myriad. She has
on a monthly basis coordinated the
scheduling of client appointments with
the Community Center and maximized
client attendance by, without fail, con-
firming those appointments by tele-
phone with each client. Throughout,
her interaction with the Project’s
clients has demonstrated a caring,
warmth, and attentiveness on her part
such that the legal product of the exe-
cuted documents becomes for all
involved, especially the client, some-
thing much greater in human terms.

2008 Corporate Legal Department

Pro Bono Award

Alcoa, Inc.
Alcoa’s attorneys have long played an

important role in providing pro bono
assistance to those individuals and fami-
lies in need in Allegheny County. One of
their staff , John F ontecchio, sits as a
member of the Administrative Board of
the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership and
also volunteers at the McK ees R ocks
Community Clinic, which Alcoa was
instrumental in establishing in the sum-
mer of 2003 and in which they have
remained an active partner . P aralegal
Peggy Zirkel handles the scheduling and
recording of cases for all three partners
at the clinic—Alcoa, Buchanan Ingersoll
& Rooney, and Burns White & Hickton.
Another attorney, Max Laun, is a mem-
ber of the ACBA ’s Public Service Com-
mittee. De spite the exte nsive travel
involved in his work with Alcoa, Laun
has been a consistent volunteer in vari-
ous projects over the years, including
taking Protection from Abuse referrals
from NLSA. Alcoa attorneys also provide
pro bono service through work for the
Christian Legal A ttorneys Clinics. The
Alcoa legal department exemplifies the
idea that transactional attorneys need
not fear jumping into pro bono work that
involves litigation. In addition to protec-
tion from abuse referrals, their attorneys
have r epresented c lients a t l and-
lord/tenant hearings before a District
Judge and in family court. Alcoa has also
been active in promoting the importance
of pro bono work to other corporate legal
departments through its membership in
the American Association of Corporate
Counsel. This is a Pittsburgh corporation
which, despite its worldwide growth, has
never forgotten its roots in Pittsburgh
and its commitment to those in need in
its home city.

2008 Government Agency Pro

Bono Award

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection

Since February 2008, the Pittsburgh
Office of Chief Counsel for the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environmental
Protection has committed to assisting
elderly clients in preparing important
end-of-life documents as part of the
Pittsburgh Pro Bono P artnership’s
Wills Project, operating a clinic site at
the Stephen F oster Community Center
in Lawrenceville. Each month, on a
rotating basis, three of the Depart-
ment’s fourteen attorneys provide free
legal assistance to senior citizens and
low-income individuals with wills,

AWARDS continued from cover page
powers o f a ttorney, a nd a dvanced
health care directives. Through July
2009, the Department’s Wills Project
has served, on average, eight individu-
als monthly, for a total of 136 individu-
als. According to the Director of the
Stephen Foster Center, the Department
staff have exhibited a kindness and
consideration of their elderly clients
that reveals a true understanding of the
importance of these documents to low-
income individuals. Led by the efforts
of attorney Edward Stokan, the Depart-
ment has 100 percent participation in
this p roject, i nvolving t he D epart-
ment’s fo urteen a ttorneys a nd o ne
paralegal. The W ills Project exempli-
fies the outstanding work that is being
done through signature projects of the
Pro Bono P artnership in which non-
profit organizations team up with attor-
neys seeking volunteer opportunities to
the ultimate advantage of both the
attorneys and the clients in need.

2008 Judicial Service Award

Hon. Alan D. Hertzberg
Since his arrival on the Court of

Common Pleas of Allegheny County in
2005, Judge Hertzberg has been a con-
sistent support er of pro bono legal
services to the indigent in Allegheny
County. As a judge in the F amily Divi-
sion, he has been particularly helpful
in the area of family law, perennially an
area of high demand for legal services
to the poor. Judge Hertzberg sits on the
administrative board of the Pittsburgh
Pro Bono Partnership, where he assists
in the creation, implementation, and
continuing success of legal services
programs. He has served in effect as a
liaison to the board from the F amily
Court bench, and has brought a valu-
able perspective to the Partnership.
Judge Hertzberg has been particularly
involved in the Custody Conciliation
Pro Bono Project, which helps parents
resolve child custody disputes in an
effort t o a void f urther p rolonging
cases. He has served many times as a
speaker at volunteer training programs
for the project, and always gives
extremely helpful and insightful
advice. His commitment to public serv-
ice and his support of volunteer attor-
neys and pro bono programs make him
a deserving recipient of this award.

2008 Special Service Pro Bono

Awards

Aaron P. Asher, Esq.
Francis E. Corbett, Esq.

The Family Law and Debt Advice Clin-
ics at Neighborhood Legal Services Asso-
ciation have been in op eration for eight
years, providing legal advice and reduced
fee or pro bono referrals for clients faced
with sometimes overwhelming debt prob-
lems or with various family law issues.
Each clinic is staffed b y one NLSA attor-
ney and two private attorneys. The job of
recruiting and scheduling thos e private
attorneys has been under taken by two
men who are outstanding volunteer attor-
neys in their own right.

Francis E. Corbett II of Calaiaro &
Corbett PC has long taken Chapter 7
bankruptcy referral cases from NLSA,
helping clients avoid utility shut-offs,
gain access to public housing, and obtain
a fresh start financially . He has been
recruiting and scheduling the attorneys
for the Debt Advice clinic for the last
seven years and during that period he
has been a frequent volunteer himself.

Aaron Asher began scheduling attor-
neys for the Family Law Clinic when he
was an associate in a family-law firm
and has continued this work since he
joined the law firm of K&L Gates. He
volunteers on a regular basis at the clin-
ic himself and has also been available
as a mentor in family law issues for
attorneys who volunteer at the various
community clinics established by the
Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership.

The F amily L aw a nd De bt A dvice
clinics s erved a  c ombined t otal o f 5 57
clients i n 2 008. W ithout t he w ork o f
these two dedicated attorneys, it would
not have been possible for NLSA to offer
legal assistance to all of these clients. ■
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