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Summer Clerkship Program continues
successful tradition in 2010
By Drew Hardman

Each summer, the Allegheny County
Bar Association’s Summer Clerk-
ship Program gives a group of

eager minority law students the chance
to gain valuable work experience at an
area law firm, corporate law depart-
ment, or government agency while get-
ting a firsthand look at life in Pittsburgh.

Entering its sixth year, the Summer
Clerkship Program kicks off in June,
when a total of 13 first-year, minority
law students will try their hand in the
legal profession. The 10-week program
offers more than just a rewarding sum-
mer job—it is the first step towards a
law career in Pittsburgh.

“There are many examples of stu-
dents who started with us early and
who are making their living here in
Pittsburgh,” ACBA Diversity Coordi-
nator Eugene E. Harris said.

Beginning in February, Harris and a
group of volunteer attorneys conducted
interviews with a group of 22 appli-
cants, composed primarily of students
from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law, the Duquesne Universi-
ty School of Law, and the West Virginia
University College of Law.

“We have a very close working rela-
tionship with the local colleges,” Har-
ris noted. “The law schools are very
supportive and interested in this pro-
gram. It gives them a unique way to
present opportunities to minority law
students, and it’s supportive of their
own diversity efforts.”

Additional applicants this year came
from Temple Law School and the Michi-
gan State University College of Law.

“If there’s a student from western
Pennsylvania, it is part of our mission to

give him/her the chance to gain employ-
ment here at home,” Harris added.

The Summer Clerkship Program
offers positions at a number of local
law firms, corporate law departments,
and government agencies, where can-
didates earn as much as $800 per week.
Harris reported that many law firms
and organizations will renew their par-
ticipation in the program, despite eco-
nomic challenges.

“I was pleasantly surprised that
most of the firms and companies have
stayed the course this year despite the
economic climate,” he said.

Participating organizations include
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, P.C.;
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.; Dickie, McCamey
& Chilcote, P.C.; Horty, Springer & Mat-
tern, P.C.; Highmark, Inc.; the Inter-
branch Commission for Gender, Racial &
Ethnic Fairness; Meyer Darragh Buck-
ler Bebenek & Eck, PLLC; Meyer,
Unkovic & Scott, LLP; Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP; Allegheny County Office
of Public Defender; PPG; Schnader Har-
rison Segal & Lewis LLP; Tucker Arens-
berg, P.C.; and U.S. Steel.

Students in the Summer Clerkship
Program will spend their workdays
conducting legal research and fact-
finding inquiries, writing memoranda,
and accompanying attorneys to deposi-
tions and client meetings. According to
Harris, participants also have the
opportunity to attend social functions
and conferences with other employees,
providing a wealth of opportunities to
network within the legal community.

“The Summer Clerkship Program
allowed me to experience what being
an attorney in Allegheny County would
entail,” former participant Krutika
Patel Sharma said. “The program
allowed me to learn what is expected of
a summer associate, observe various
court proceedings, and engage in an
assortment of cultural events.”

South Carolina native Sharma took
part in the inaugural Summer Clerk-
ship Program in 2005. She said the
experience provided in-depth prepara-
tion for a career in law.

“While law school prepares its stu-
dents for the legal profession by provid-
ing the skills necessary to be an attor-
ney, there are still some areas of the
profession which are not taught in law
school—i.e. networking, client interac-
tion, billing, etc.,” Sharma noted.

Throughout the summer, the students
meet on a bi-weekly basis at ACBA head-
quarters for professional development
sessions, or “lunch and learn opportuni-
ties,” Harris noted. One of this year’s
feature seminars, “From Finals to the
Firm,” presents helpful hints and tips on
beginning a successful law career. The
program is based on the popular book
from Matthew Bender & Co.

Other seminars include “Personal
Communications,” designed to present
non-confrontational methods to conduct-
ing business in a law firm, as well as the
latest addition to the program repertoire,
“Negotiating Strategies,” which will
review positive negotiating tactics.

“Give and take is crucial to success

in both work and life,” Harris noted.
The Summer Clerkship Program

concludes each year with the Summer
Associates Reception, where partici-
pating students can celebrate a suc-
cessful summer with members of the
legal community. The event is spon-
sored by the ACBA.

In only its sixth year since inception,
the Summer Clerkship Program is
already making waves in the Pitts-
burgh legal community. Former Sum-
mer Clerkship participants dot the
associate rosters at legal organizations
throughout Allegheny County, thanks
in part to early recruiting efforts.

“Recruiting these students early on
really works,” Harris said. “It dispels
the notion that Pittsburgh is not an
attractive place for new associates to
start their careers.”

Former Summer Clerkship candi-
date Erika Groves said the program
“was definitely a leg up,” leading to her
position as an associate at Buchanan
Ingersoll & Rooney, P.C. As part of the
inaugural Summer Clerkship class,
Groves spent the summer of 2005 con-
ducting legal research and drafting
memoranda as a summer clerk at her
future employer.

“At the end of the clerkship they
offered me a position as a second-year
summer associate,” Groves said. “I was
offered a permanent position after that.”

The program provides an ever-pres-
ent pipeline of minority attorneys
interested in beginning their careers in
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Rieland receives 2010 Juvenile Law Award

PHOTO BY DREW HARDMAN

James Rieland (center), recipient of the 2010 Juvenile Law Award, appears with Jeffrey Pollock (right), Chair of the Award Subcommittee,
and Patrick Quinn (left), who introduced Rieland at a reception on March 16 at the Rivers Club. The Juvenile Law Award is bestowed on a
person or entity exemplifying extraordinary dedication, effort, commitment, leadership, time, and professionalism toward the fair, efficient,
collegial, and safe operation of Family, Juvenile, and Children’s Court.
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Opinion Editorial
Volunteers

Mary Ann C. Acton
Kenneth M. Argentieri
William Barker
Shannon F. Barkley
Colleen L. Becker
Joseph H. Bucci
Meg L. Burkardt
Norma M. Caquatto
Margaret M. Cassidy
Elizabeth Chiappetta

Elizabeth F. Collura
Robert A. Crisanti
William R. Friedman
Margaret P. Joy
Sandra Lewis Kitman
Patricia Lindauer
Mary Long
Ingrid M. Lundberg
Mary Kay McDonald
Daniel McIntyre
Laura A. Meaden
Linda A. Michler
Ronald D. Morelli

Rhoda Shear Neft
Jana S. Pail
Peter C.N. Papadakos
Diane Barr Quinlin
Jeffrey Alan Ramaley
Danielle Rawls
Angel L. Revelant
Carol L. Rosen
Amy R. Schrempf
Joan O’Connor Shoemaker
Carol Sikov-Gross
Amy L. Vanderveen
JoAnn F. Zidanic

Family Law
Opinions Committee
Reid B. Roberts, Chair
Mark Alberts
Christine Gale
Mark Greenblatt
Margaret P. Joy
Patricia G. Miller
Sally R. Miller
Sophia P. Paul
David S. Pollock
Sharon M. Profeta

Hilary A. Spatz
Mike Steger
William L. Steiner

Penn Development Services, LP v.
Chevy Chase Construction, et al., Wettick, Jr., J. ..................Page 139
Requirement of Certificate of Merit—Pa. R.C.P. 1042.6(c)—
Professional Liability Claims—Third Party Not Patient or Client

A certificate of merit is not required to accompany the complaint in
the same manner required by Pa.R.C.P. 1042.6(c) when the third party
who is allegedly injured as a result of a licensed professional’s devia-
tion from acceptable professional standards is not a patient or client of
the professional. Such third parties do not have the same access to rel-
evant information that patients or clients do and are likely to need sig-
nificant discovery before they can obtain an expert opinion.

(Lynn E. MacBeth)

Lance Gray v.
Allegheny County Housing Authority, Friedman, J. ..............Page 140
Hearing Officer’s Discretion to Consider Circumstances of Judgment
—Lack of Serious or Repeated Violations of Lease

Where there is no evidence of repeated violations of the lease, the
tenant’s benefits will be reinstated. The Hearing Officer incorrectly
concluded that a judgment for rent ended the matter, assuming he
could not consider the underlying circumstances.

(Lynn E. MacBeth)

In re: The November 3, 2009 Election for Council
of the Borough of Bellevue Ward One, James, J. ..................Page 141
Election Code-Absentee Ballot—Error of Election Official

The court refused to strike an absentee ballot which was inadver-
tently left in the trunk of an election official’s car and not counted until
several days after the close of the election. Noting that “the right to vote
is the most treasured prerogative of citizenship” and absent evidence
of fraud or tampering with the ballot, the court held that the elector
should not be disenfranchised due to an error by an election official.

(Mary Long)

Katie L. Waters v. Young’s Tavern, Inc., et al., James, J. ....Page 142
Negligence—Breach of Duty—Workers’ Compensation—
Choice of Remedies—Spoilation of Evidence

1. The court granted the defendants’ motion for summary judg-
ment in a negligence action because the plaintiff, who was injured by
a broken glass while working for the defendants as a bartender, had
already made a claim and received benefits under the Workers’
Compensation Act. Section 305 of the Act precludes an additional
action at law against an employer.

2. The court also granted the defendant-glass manufacturer’s
motion for summary judgment because the glass which the plaintiff
alleged to be defective had been discarded and therefore the cause of
the accident was speculative.

(Mary Long)

Stacey Rae Kelly v.
Allegheny County, James, J. ....................................................Page 143
Political Subdivision Tort Claims Act—Real Estate Exception

In a challenge to a non-jury verdict in favor of the plaintiff who
was injured while sled riding at a county park, the court held that the
county was properly held liable for negligence. The court relied on
the Supreme Court’s decision in Grieff v. Reisinger, 693 A.2d 195 (Pa.
1997) which held that the real estate exception to the Political
Subdivision Tort Claims Act applied when the cause of the injury
involves the care, custody and control of real estate. The court con-
cluded that the county’s failure to inspect and maintain a hay bale
barrier at the base of the sledding hill constituted negligence.

(Mary Long)

Judith T. Espy v.
Michael T. Espy, et al. v.
Liberty Life Assurance Company of Boston, Friedman, J. ..Page 145
Effect of Divorce on Designation of Beneficiaries—Life Insurance

Proceeds of a life insurance policy were awarded to the children
of the deceased rather than to the former spouse of the deceased.
Although the former spouse was named as the beneficiary, the court
applied the principles of 20 Pa. C.S. § 6111.2, which permits the ben-
eficiary designation to be set aside where the couple has divorced,
and held that to award her benefits would constitute an unjust enrich-
ment since she had been paid the full amount due to her under the
divorce settlement agreement.

(Mary Long)

Candace Hicks v.
Lilly Baptist Church, McCarthy, J. ..........................................Page 146
Allegheny County Local Rule 1304—Pa. R.C.P. 227.1—
Pa. R.C.P. 1303

1. Defendant did not appear for arbitration hearing scheduled for
October 6, 2009.

2. Based on Allegheny County Local Rule 1304, the matter was
transferred immediately to the Court for an ex parte hearing on the
merits and entry of a non-jury verdict.

3. Following a hearing and consideration of the evidence present-
ed, the Court entered a non-jury verdict for the plaintiff.

4. Defendant has taken an appeal from the October 6, 2009 non-
jury verdict.

5. Defendant did not file motions for post-trial relief under Pa.
R.C.P. 227.1 within ten (10) days of the filing of the decision and did
not seek leave to file nunc pro tunc.

6. Because Defendant did not raise any issues in a post-trial
motion, they are waived for appeal purposes.

(JoAnn F. Zidanic)



A P R I L  9 ,  2 0 1 0 PAGE 3L A W Y E R S J O U R N A L

From the ACBA

Environmental Law Section to host
river cruise fundraiser June 10

By Tracy Carbasho

The ACBA Environmental Law
Section will set sail in June with a
fundraiser to support its annual

scholarship initiative.
“Historically, we have given one

scholarship to a law student at
Duquesne University and one to a law
student at the University of Pittsburgh
each year,” said Ronald Cusano, who
chairs the Section. “We’ve probably
been doing this for almost 10 years by
taking money from our treasury.”

Each scholarship is for $1,000.
Cusano said Howard Wein, a member
and past chair of the Section, recently
spearheaded the notion of creating a
formal scholarship fund through the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation.

“Our hope is to institutionalize it and
raise more money so we can increase the
scholarship amount or broaden the num-
ber of recipients,” said Wein, a share-
holder at Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney.

“We are excited to create a scholar-
ship fund for the Environmental Law
Section,” said ACBF Director Lorrie
Albert. “It will be a welcome addition
to our seven other prestigious named
funds that provide scholarships and
awards to deserving law students.”

The first fundraiser will be held on
June 10 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. aboard
the Explorer, a “green boat” owned by
the non-profit RiverQuest organization.
The boat, which features numerous
sustainable design elements, seems
like the perfect venue for an event
geared towards environmental law.

The cruise will feature a narrated
tour of the three rivers by Davitt Wood-
well, senior vice president of the Penn-
sylvania Environmental Council.
Woodwell said he did not want to reveal
too much information prior to the
event. However, he did offer general
comments about what he will offer at
the fundraiser.

“I will talk about what the rivers
mean to the region, what they will con-
tinue to mean to the region going for-
ward, and what the challenges are,” he
said. “I’ll discuss the manner in which
the region has been built based on the
rivers and how we relate to them. Hold-

ing the fundraiser on the boat is an
ideal way to provide people with a dif-
ferent perspective of the rivers.”

Paul King, executive director of
RiverQuest, said the environmentally
friendly design of the 90-foot Explorer
provides plenty of fodder for conversa-
tion. The boat features a hull made of
recycled steel, energy-efficient win-
dows, an HVAC distribution system
made of fabric for easy maintenance,
extra thermal insulation, low-energy
lighting, solar panels, and cabinets
made from renewable materials like
wheat grass. The boat is powered by
biodiesel fuel and batteries.

In addition to the narration about
the rivers and tours of the boat, the
evening will feature delightful delec-
tables with hors d’oeuvres, a wine tast-
ing of three red and three white wines
by Palate Partners, and plenty of
opportunities to socialize. The recipi-
ents of this year’s scholarships will also
be recognized. Previous winners have
been invited to attend, as well.

The cost per person will be $75.
Additional information about registra-
tion will be provided at a later date.
Cusano, a partner at Schnader Harri-
son Segal & Lewis, said the boat’s
capacity is 125 people and he hopes
that at least 100 will attend what he
expects to become an annual gala.

“It will be a very enjoyable and
affordable event. I’m keeping my fin-
gers crossed for a good turnout and
good weather, even though the boat has
an inside deck,” he said. “We would
like to raise $10,000, if possible. We
intend to solicit sponsorships in order
to minimize costs and to be able to use
the money we raise for the scholar-
ships. We haven’t set the amounts yet,
but we will be soliciting environmental
consulting firms and law firms.”

Individuals who would like more infor-
mation about the sponsorships can con-
tact Cusano at rcusano@schnader.com or
412-577-5200. The names, messages, or
logos of sponsors could be displayed on
flat screens located on the boat.

“This will be a great opportunity for
environmental professionals to meet
and socialize in an informal setting,” he

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY RIVERQUEST

The Environmental Law Section will host a scholarship fundraiser event on June
10 aboard the Explorer, a “green boat” owned by the RiverQuest organization. The
boat features sustainable and environmentally friendly elements. The event will
feature a narrated presentation about the rivers, as well as a wine tasting.

■ Section to raise funds for newly established ACBF scholarship

Continued on page 11
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ACBA attorneys step up to combat hunger
By Erin Rhodes

Once a grass-roots initiative, the
bar foundation’s Attorneys
Against Hunger campaign has

grown into a community staple, raising
nearly $930,000 for hunger service
agencies since 1993. This year, the
campaign raised over $110,000, prov-
ing once again that ACBA members
truly respond when help is needed.

As a result of last year’s economic
crisis, unemployment has become a
serious reality for many in Allegheny
County. Individuals who had never
seen the inside of a food pantry now
find themselves in need of supplemen-
tary food in order to provide for their
families. This increase in client intake
has created new hurdles for hunger
service agencies already dealing with
funding cutbacks.

Attorneys Against Hunger provides
grants to fourteen local hunger service
agencies, many of which are growing
rapidly and have come to rely on the
campaign’s support.

“The generous support of the Attor-
neys Against Hunger campaign made a
huge difference in our hunger pro-
grams last year,” says Myrna Zelenitz,
Executive Director of East End Coop-
erative Ministry, which began receiv-
ing funding in 2008.

“With the funds we received, we
were able to provide emergency gro-
ceries to 168 families through our
food pantry,” says Zelenitz. Each fam-
ily received three days of groceries
and household supplies, including toi-
let paper and dish soap. The pantry
serves an average of 477 families
each month.”

In addition to East End Cooperative
Ministry, the campaign has provided
funding to the following organizations
in the past: First Lutheran Church,
First Presbyterian Church of Pitts-
burgh, Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank, Urban League of Pitts-
burgh Hunger Services, Intersection,
Jubilee Kitchen, Just Harvest, Pitts-
burgh AIDS Task Force, Rainbow
Kitchen, Saint Mary of Mercy Parish,
Smithfield United Church, Squirrel
Hill Food Pantry, and Trinity Cathe-
dral. For a full list of this year’s recipi-
ents, please visit the foundation’s web-
site at www.acbf.org.

The bar foundation seeks donations
not only from bar members, but also
from ACBA Sections and area law
firms. Almost all of the Sections
increased their donations this year,
contributing a total of $23,270. Addi-
tionally, 18 firms, companies, and
organizations made donations ranging
from $50 to $5,000, one firm forgoing
its holiday party for the second year in

a row in order to make a substantial
donation to the campaign.

Much of the success of Attorneys
Against Hunger is due to the dedicated
support of LexisNexis which has
underwritten the administrative costs
of the campaign since its inception in
1993. It is because of this underwriting
that the foundation has been able to
distribute 100 percent of the proceeds
directly to the food organizations
year after year, something few other
charitable programs have the ability to
do. This is the last year LexisNexis
will underwrite the campaign.
The foundation is
extremely grateful for
LexisNexis’ stead-
fast commitment
of 17 years of
support!

Eckert Sea-
mans Cherin &
Mellot, the Mc-
Ginley Family
members of the bar
association, and the
Rita M. McGinley Founda-
tion, have been loyal supporters of
Attorneys Against Hunger since 2003,
when they offered their first challenge
grant to the campaign. Every year
thereafter, they continued to donate the
grant once the campaign met its steadi-
ly increasing challenge goals. This year,
the McGinley’s and Eckert Seamans
provided another $15,000 grant when
the campaign reached its challenge goal
of $75,000.

The ACBA Young Lawyers Division
is another consistent supporter of
Attorneys Against Hunger, raising

nearly $5,000 at the Eighth Annual
YLD Skate-a-thon in December.

“This is one of my favorite cam-
paigns that the foundation administers,”
said ACBA Director Lorrie Albert.

“Our donors understand that this is
a significant issue in our community.
We have become an important part of
the hunger fight. No one should have to
go hungry in Allegheny County, and I
believe we are doing our part to make
that a reality.”

Campaign co-chairs Bryan Neft and
Mary McGinley are constantly trying

to brainstorm innovative ways
to expand the cam-

paign’s outreach into
the community.

“As co-chairs,
Brian and I trans-
mit information
between the agen-
cies and mem-

bers of the bar,”
says McGinley.
“However, we

thought it was impor-
tant for our members to be

able to see and ask questions of some of
the agencies. To this end, this year’s
outreach events became even more
important and many of the members
that participated got to see how the
hunger agencies that are supported are
operated. Directors of some of the
hunger agencies that we assisted
offered to discuss their agencies with
the Sections. All of this helps our mem-
bers to understand how their support
impacts the big picture. When people
have that understanding, they are more
willing to participate.”

The Attorneys Against Hunger Com-
mittee welcomed attorney Regina Wil-
son as a new member this year. Wilson
joined the Committee after having vol-
unteered with Attorneys Against
Hunger on several occasions.

“[…]Children are no longer
receiving two meals a day from
school,” says Wilson. “Since my
mother was a school administrator,
the issue of hungry children has
been a frequent topic at our dinner
table because hungry children do not
make the best students. AAH is a way
for me to make a contribution to our
local community to help deal with
that issue.”

Monthly outreach events are an
Attorneys Against Hunger tradition.
During the 2009-2010 campaign, attor-
neys and their families volunteered at
the Urban League’s annual Thanksgiv-
ing Distribution, Squirrel Hill Food
Pantry, and the Greater Pittsburgh
Community Food Bank’s Produce to
People program on the South Side.
February’s record-breaking snow-
storm kept volunteers from attending
Jubilee Kitchen in the Hill District.
However, Jubilee Kitchen remained
open, giving new meaning to the
phrase “rain or shine.” The Jubilee
Kitchen outreach event has been
rescheduled to May 1.

The campaign is searching for a
business or vendor that would
like the exclusive opportunity to
underwrite the Attorneys Against
Hunger campaign. Please direct any
suggestions to Foundation Director
Lorrie Albert at 412-402-6640 or
lalbert@acba.org. ■

PHOTO BY ERIN RHODES

Volunteers distribute food at the Urban League’s annual Thanksgiving Distribution on Nov. 21, 2009.
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2010 Lawrence W. Kaplan Lecture in
Conflict Resolution to be held May 18
By Mary Kate Coleman

The sponsors of the Lawrence W.
Kaplan Lecture in Conflict Reso-
lution are pleased to announce

that this year’s speaker is Jack Him-
melstein, Esq. Himmelstein is the co-
founder and co-director of the Center
for Understanding in Conflict which
trains lawyers and other professionals
in the “understanding-based” approach
to resolving conflict. He is co-author,
along with his colleague Gary Fried-
man, of the award winning book Chal-
lenging Conflict: Mediation Through
Understanding. For the past 25 years,
Himmelstein has conducted trainings
in the “understanding-based” approach
in this country and in other countries
through the Center and various institu-
tions, including Harvard Law School’s
Program on Negotiation. These train-
ings have more recently included the
teaching of collaborative practice.
Himmelstein lives in New York City
where he also practices mediation.

Originally a civil rights lawyer, Him-
melstein directed the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund’s national campaign
against capital punishment, leading to
the Supreme Court’s 1972 decision in
Furman v. Georgia, declaring the death
penalty unconstitutional as it then
existed in this country. He then became
a clinical professor at Columbia Law
School where he trained law students
in alternative approaches to practice

and directed a national training pro-
gram for law teachers from across the
country in humanistic approaches to
law teaching, including the first train-
ings in the teaching of mediation. He
was also a founding professor of the
City University of New York School of
Law, created to train lawyers in the
public interest.

Himmelstein will speak on the
“understanding-based” approach to
conflict resolution in which the media-
tor works directly and simultaneously
together with the parties throughout
mediation (a non-caucus model). This
approach welcomes lawyers’ participa-
tion and includes the law, but does not
rely solely on the law nor focus princi-
pally on lawyers. The goal is to support
the parties in finding their resolution to
their conflict based on their understand-
ing of what they view as important to
themselves and to each other. The pres-
entation will include interactive aspects
as well as a video excerpt from a busi-
ness mediation with lawyers present.

Himmelstein was recommended as a
speaker for this year’s lecture by Ann L.
Begler of the Begler Group and a
founder of the Kaplan Lecture, who
heard him, along with Friedman, speak
at last year’s American Bar Associa-
tion’s Dispute Resolution Section meet-
ing in New York City. Begler noted that
she “was captivated by their presenta-
tion and thought that the Pittsburgh
ADR community would be intrigued

by their direct, highly-interactive
approach.” For Richard D. Rogow, a
principal in the Pittsburgh Mediation
Group and a member of the Kaplan Lec-
ture Committee, “Mr. Himmelstein’s
experience has practical value. He has
experience as a litigator, as a civil rights
lawyer, and as a professor of law and cli-
nician. I look forward to hearing his take
on strategies I must deal with every
time I mediate.” Ellen DeBenedetti,
Training Coordinator and Senior Media-
tor with Mediation & Training Services
of CVVC and member of the Kaplan
Lecture Committee, recently read Mr.
Himmelstein’s book. “As I read Chal-
lenging Conflict: Mediation Through
Understanding, I was impressed by the
combination of theory to give the medi-
ator grounding, case studies to provide
examples and practical advice on how to
apply the theory. I am looking forward
to hearing Mr. Himmelstein and hope to
deepen my understanding of this media-
tion orientation,” she said.

This year’s event will be held on
Tuesday, May 18 at the U.S. Post Office
& Courthouse in downtown Pittsburgh.
A reception with a host bar and hors
d’oeuvres will take place in the third
floor atrium area of the courthouse
from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. For security
reasons, attendees should be in the
Courthouse by 5:30 p.m. The lecture
will follow the reception. The Commit-
tee is very pleased that Chief Judge
Gary L. Lancaster will kick off the lec-

ture with a report on the federal dis-
trict court’s ADR program.

Karen Engro, the ADR Coordinator
for the United States District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania’s
ADR Program and member of the
Kaplan Lecture Committee, remarked
that “the Kaplan Lecture brings first
rate speakers to our community.
Attending the lecture is a way for the
court’s ADR panel members to
enhance and hone their skills.” Laura
Candris, an attorney and mediator at
Meyer Unkovic and Scott and member
of the Kaplan Lecture Committee, said
“Jack Himmelstein joins a long list of
extremely distinguished keynote
speakers at the Kaplan Lecture. I am
very much looking forward to learning
new strategies from him for assisting
the parties to achieve their goals in
resolving their disputes in the media-
tion process. I also look forward to
Chief Judge Lancaster’s update on the
federal court’s ADR program.”

The sponsors of the event are the
Alternate Dispute Resolution Commit-
tee of the Allegheny County Bar Asso-
ciation; Collaborative Law Association
of Southwestern Pennsylvania; Media-
tion & Training Services of CVVC; and
the Mediation Council of Western
Pennsylvania. The Collaborative Law
Association of Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania is “delighted to be a sponsor of
this year’s Kaplan Lecture,” said Kath-

Continued on page 11
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ACBA Legislative Committee works with state
lawmakers on issues affecting legal community
By Tracy Carbasho

A lthough a sales tax on legal serv-
ices seems unlikely in the near
future, the ACBA Legislative

Committee is staying on top of the issue.
“We believe it is our responsibility to

be at the forefront for our membership
on issues such as this,” said Howard
Schulberg, who chairs the Committee.
“We believe that we speak with one
voice on this issue. We do not know if,
or when, the legislature will take up a
sales tax initiative and, therefore, we
are ready to have our voice heard
should it be placed on a committee’s
agenda or be sponsored legislation.”

Pennsylvania Rep. Frank Dermody, a
Democrat representing Allegheny
County, said he has heard very little sup-
port among his colleagues in the House
for a tax on legal services. However, he
noted it is important for legal advocates
to stay in touch with legislators and to
continually monitor developments.

“Given the scope of the proposed
changes, the proposal to tax legal serv-
ices is very unlikely to be approved,”
said Dermody, who serves as Majority
Whip and has an extensive legal back-
ground. “If it did somehow pass, the
greatest harm would not fall on attor-
neys, but on their clients who would see
a 5 percent increase in Allegheny
County in their legal bills.

“We can pass a state budget this year
without any change to the current sales
tax exemption on legal services,” he
added. “The state is continuing to receive
substantial funding help from the federal

government through the stimulus pack-
age for transportation projects, health
care, and education. We also should look
at levying an extraction tax on natural
gas and a tax on smokeless tobacco prod-
ucts, the use of which leads to greater
health care costs in our state.”

Schulberg, a partner and member of
the litigation group at Goehring Rutter
& Boehm, said this particular taxation
issue has been debated for years with
bills being introduced in 2005 and
2007. However, there is no current pro-
posal pending before lawmakers.

“This is an issue that is raised every
time there is some discussion of new
revenue sources. Since we are still in
the throes of an economic downturn,
the state government is looking for
ways to cover its deficit,” said Schul-
berg. “If the current version were to be
enacted, the governor has proposed
lowering the sales tax rate to between 4
and 5 percent. Of course, that would be
the subject of debate. Since Allegheny
County has authorization to add 1 per-
cent, I assume that it would be 1 per-
cent higher here for transactions with
Allegheny County lawyers.”

The Committee is taking a wait-and-
see approach, but is remaining vigilant
in its efforts to stay informed. Schul-
berg said Chuck Kolling from
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney is a great
lobbyist who keeps the Committee
informed of activities in Harrisburg.

“We plan to travel to Harrisburg
some time before lawmakers break for
the summer as we usually do, and we
will speak with all of the delegation

about this proposal,” said Schulberg.
“We have a very strong relationship
with our state legislators. We have a
longstanding commitment to working
with them on every issue where either
we or they feel it is appropriate. We
will continue to work diligently with
the legislators on behalf of our mem-
bership on this issue and others.”

Schulberg said he has not seen any
resounding support among lawmakers
in recent years for an expansion of the
sales tax. Instead, he believes legisla-
tors recognize the regressive nature of
a sales tax on professional services. In
the case of legal services, lawyers and
law firms across the state would have
to decide whether to impose the tax on
their clients by adding it to their bills
or whether it would be absorbed as the
cost of doing business.

“The sales tax would be a rather sig-
nificant amount. In Allegheny County,
there is the potential that someone look-
ing for legal advice might decide to go to
a lawyer in another county to save 1 per-
cent,” he noted. “Since surrounding
counties don’t have the added 1 percent,
their sales tax would be lower than it
would be in Allegheny County. It is also
possible that clients could go to adjoin-
ing states and avoid the tax altogether.”

Ohio, West Virginia, and Maryland
could see an increase in the number of
clients seeking legal assistance since
these states do not have a professional
services sales tax.

Schulberg said the current econom-
ic climate is prompting clients to ask
lawyers to accept creative billing prac-

tices, such as flat fees with incentives
based upon results, hybrid fee arrange-
ments, blended rates, contingency mat-
ters, and more. In these types of billing
arrangements, there is a real question
about how the tax would be imposed.

For instance, would it be the client’s
responsibility or the attorney’s duty to
absorb the tax? Other questions that
could arise include when the tax would
be due and whether the issue would
have to be negotiated with the client at
the outset of any relationship.

When asked whether he thought it
was fair that legal services are current-
ly exempt from a sales tax, Schulberg
had a lot to say.

“Most of the services rendered in
the legal field are to assist people in
complying with the law or defending
against claims asserted by someone. If
someone wants a will drafted so they
can effectively pass their property to
their heirs, it doesn’t seem fair to tax
that activity,” he said. “If someone gets
sued and has to pay an attorney, should
he/she have to pay an additional tax for
the privilege of being represented?

“If someone brings a lawsuit to recov-
er for his/her injuries, should his/her
award be reduced by 4 or 5 percent
because he/she had an attorney repre-
senting them? We are concerned that
people may be more hesitant than they
already are to seek legal services if they
have to pay some additional tax. This
chilling effect and the possibility for out-
of-state lawyers to gain an advantage are
the strongest arguments against a sales
tax on professional services.” ■

Federal Court Section co-sponsors trial advocacy scholarship
By Tracy Carbasho

Ryan Smith has firsthand experi-
ence about the benefits of a new
scholarship created by the

ACBA Federal Court Section.
He was the first recipient of the Sec-

tion’s newly created ACBA National Trial
Advocacy College Scholarship to assist
members of the Young Lawyers Division.
The $1,500 monetary award is used specif-
ically to help recipients pay the cost of
attending the National Trial Advocacy Col-
lege, which is held each year in January at
the University of Virginia School of Law.

“The scholarship meant a lot to me,
especially in light of how great the pro-
gram was,” said Smith, an associate in

the personal injury/
medical malpractice
division at Feldstein
Grinberg Stein &
McKee. “The efficacy
of the program stems
from the fact that it’s
very rigorous and com-
prehensive. You have to
review files at night in
order to prepare for the
work you have to do the
next day. You have
homework every night,
and you can’t just listen
and be complacent.
That’s the difference
between the Trial

Advocacy College and a
regular continuing legal
education program.”

The idea to create the
scholarship was spear-
headed by U.S. District
Court Judge Arthur
Schwab and the Section.
Schwab received his law
degree from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in 1972
and has been serving as
a faculty member for
the National Trial Advo-
cacy College since 1995.

“It is exciting to
watch the progress
made by the attorneys
in their trial skills

development during the five-day inten-
sive trial advocacy program,” said
Schwab. “The scholarship is consistent
with the mission of the Federal Court
Section to improve the trial advocacy
skills and the related benefits to the
administration of justice.”

The program, which was held Janu-
ary 9-14 this year, is intended to provide
the most thorough hands-on advocacy
training possible. Participants leave the
program prepared to argue any aspect of
a case at any phase of the litigation. They
practice every day with a small group of
lawyers who have similar experience
and complete the week by trying an
entire mock trial in front of a live jury.

“I wanted to participate in order to
practice my skills and get better at
what I do,” said Smith. “I had a solo
practice for a while where I did mostly
criminal work, and I was in court a lot.
I’ve been with this firm almost two
years, and I haven’t had an opportunity
to be in court as much.”

Smith said the faculty members pro-
vided honest and critical feedback to
attendees regarding their performance

on various exercises, which include
providing an opening statement, con-
ducting direct examination and cross-
examination, and giving a closing state-
ment for a mock trial.

All participants attend daily lectures
and demonstrations by some of the
most renowned speakers and attorneys
in the country. Each attendee receives
a videotape of his/her individual per-
formances and critiques.

The basic registration fee for the
entire program is $2,800. A special
package, which includes the registra-
tion cost and lodging for six nights,
parking decal, meals, and daily bever-
age and snack service is $3,795.

Smith thanked his firm for kicking in
the remaining money to pay for the com-
plete package. He stressed that the firm’s
willingness to pay the cost shows the
value it places on this particular program.

William F. Ward, who chairs the Fed-
eral Court Section, said seven applica-
tions were received for this year’s
scholarship. There are no specific eligi-
bility criteria. Rather, Ward said it is
available to “any qualified ACBA
Young Lawyers Division member.” Ide-
ally, the Section is looking for individu-
als who have between four and seven
years of litigation experience.

The scholarship is indicative of the
collegiality between the local legal
community and Professor Stephen
Saltzburg, who co-founded the National
Trial Advocacy College. Saltzburg has
presented local CLE programs on vari-
ous topics, including effective cross-
examination strategies.

A scholarship committee, chaired by
Ward, was formed in November to set the
wheels in motion for the inaugural award.
Serving on the committee with Ward
were Schwab, Frederick Goldsmith,
Mary Austin, YLD Chair Marla Presley,

Ryan Smith

Continued on page 11
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ACBA reviews disaster legal assistance manual
By Drew Hardman

Members of the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Association Public Serv-
ice Committee recently com-

pleted an update of the Disaster Legal
Assistance Manual for Volunteer Attor-
neys, providing a full-scale blueprint
for volunteer legal assistance programs
in the event of a disaster.

Following the disastrous effects of
Hurricane Katrina, attorneys from
across the Gulf Coast area mobilized to
provide legal assistance to the over-
whelming number of displaced citizens
in New Orleans. In the midst of massive
relief efforts, the ACBA decided to take
a proactive stance against disaster with
the Disaster Legal Assistance Manual.

Created in 2006, the manual outlines
the necessary information to launch a
volunteer legal aid effort based on pro-
totypes from bar associations across
the country, including the Louisiana
State Bar Association’s Emergency
Disaster Training Manual. The manual
is the result of a collaborative effort
from members of the Public Service
Committee, volunteers from local legal
service agencies, as well as expert
attorneys from many of the ACBA’s
various Sections and Committees.

“If there is any organization with the
capability to provide the community
with quick and accurate answers to
some of the most basic legal issues
which they may face in the aftermath
of a catastrophe, it is the ACBA,” Dis-
aster Plan Subcommittee Chair Pamela
L. Dalton-Arlotti said.

Chapters from the comprehensive
manual cover everything from emer-
gency contact information to property
issues and employment concerns.

“This manual helps people deal
with a catastrophe,” Foundation Pro
Bono Coordinator Barbara Griffin
added. “It provides resources for get-
ting help with issues like land-

lord/tenant or housing problems,
emergency information on where to
get help, where to find food and cloth-
ing, and legal information on how to go
about replacing Social Security cards,
birth certificates—any type of person-
al and financial documents that might
have been lost in a disaster.”

Griffin and Dalton-Arlotti were part
of the Disaster Plan Subcommittee
charged with revising the manual to
conform with current state and federal
laws—a process that took over 6
months. The update takes into account
important law and procedure changes
in the past four years, as well as any
new grant programs and resources
available to the public, according to
Griffin.

“We are not rewriting the manual,”
Dalton-Arlotti noted. “We are review-
ing it to ensure that the manual is up-
to-date and accurate. The law changes
from time to time, and we need to make
sure that the information, including the
addresses and telephone numbers, is
still current.”

Members of the subcommittee
include Chair Pamela L. Dalton-Arlotti,
Barbara Griffin, Dawn K. Gull, and F. J.
Lucchino, Jr. The revised Disaster
Legal Assistance Manual can be
viewed online at the foundation web-
site, www.acbf.org.

Griffin said that February’s record-
breaking snowfall reminded Allegheny
County residents of the unexpected
and disruptive problems natural disas-
ters can pose.

“The snowstorm was a good
reminder of what can happen in a dis-
aster,” Griffin said. “It’s good that we
have this manual in place because
things like that happen.”

Other members of the Public Serv-
ice Committee are finding ways to join
ongoing relief efforts in Haiti following
the catastrophic earthquake that struck
the impoverished country in January.

The ACBA Probate and Trust Law
Council stepped up to the plate by
offering pro bono legal aid in probate
and adoption matters for any Allegheny
County residents affected by the earth-
quake, which left millions of Haitian
citizens displaced and homeless.

“I was very pleased that they made
themselves available for pro bono work
during this catastrophe,” Griffin said.

ACBA member Devin B. O’Neill,
who serves as Pro Bono Coordinator
for the American Immigration Lawyers
Association, is doing her own part to
aid the Haitian relief effort. O’Neill
said she wanted to make volunteering
in a legal capacity part of her life—
an idea that was reinforced by the dis-
aster in Haiti.

“The images I saw from Haiti
were striking,” O’Neill said. “Seeing
there were people locally who were
doing things to help, and knowing my
particular skills and training, I really
felt compelled to find ways I could
help out.”

An immigration attorney, O’Neill’s
background includes work with
refugee and asylum seekers, as well as
relief from removal and family-based
immigration and naturalization.
O’Neill is fluent in French, one of
Haiti’s two official languages. In addi-
tion, she is familiar with the Tempo-
rary Protected Status (TPS) process,
offering Haitian nationals temporary
protection to work and live in the Unit-
ed States during this disaster.

O’Neill recently had the opportunity
to assist a number of local individuals
with information regarding Temporary
Protected Status, and is currently aid-

ing several families who have adopted
Haitian children. She also hopes to visit
Haiti in the future to provide pro bono
assistance.

“I’m prepared to go if the opportuni-
ty comes up,” she noted.

The ACBA Lawyer Referral Service
offers pro bono programs available to
area residents in the event of a disaster.
In 2004, remnants of Hurricane Ivan
dumped record-high rainfall across
western Pennsylvania, triggering wide-
spread flood conditions. The ACBA
responded with the Flood Assistance
Program, designed to provide flood vic-
tims with immediate legal assistance.

While the program has been inactive
for several years, Lawyer Referral
Service Director Whitney E. Hughes
said it never hurts to be prepared.

“We do still have areas that get occa-
sional flooding, but thankfully it hasn’t
been to the extent it was in 2004,”
Hughes reported. “If it happens again
though, we’re certainly prepared for it.”

The Lawyer Referral Service also
maintains a Disaster Relief Panel
composed of volunteer attorneys who
agree to provide pro bono assistance
in the event of a natural disaster. The
Disaster Relief Panel covers a wide
range of legal services, including
landlord/tenant law, insurance, family
law, bankruptcy, environmental, per-
sonal injury, condemnation, FEMA
claims, flood relief, contractor/repair,
and estates.

To join either the Disaster Relief
Panel or the Flood Assistance Project,
fill out the Lawyer Referral Service
application available on the ACBA
website, www.acba.org. ■

Summary of ACBA Board
of Governors actions
The following is a summary of the actions taken by the ACBA Board of Governors on

February 16, 2010:

• Approved filing of ACBA 2008–2009 federal tax return. ■

Summary of ACBF Board
of Trustees actions
The following is a summary of the actions taken by the ACBF Board of Trustees on

March 3, 2010:

• Approved the ACBF’s Form 990.

• Approved the adoption of the ACBF’s Document Retention Policy and retention
schedule.

• Approved potential joint project between ACBF and ACBA Young Lawyers Division
that will provide care packages to active duty military.

• Approved proposal for request for funding to be presented to the ACBA. ■

Do You Have Any Jury
Verdicts to Report?
If so, please forward the following information: Court; Case Number;

Jury Verdict; Date of Verdict; Judge; Plaintiff ’s Attorney; Defendant’s Attorney;
Type of Case; Experts; and Remarks to:

Jennifer Pulice, ACBA, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

C L E  P R O G R A M S

ACBA Registration Information: Register for any of these programs via: Mail: CLE Dept., ACBA, 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Fax 412-261-6438; Phone: 412-402-6612.
PBI Registration Information: MAIL: PBI, 5080 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6903; FAX:
(717) 796-2348; PHONE: (717) 796-0804 or (800) 932-4637; ON THE WEB: www.pbi.org. All PBI CLE
programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association.

BUSINESS LAW
Commercial Documents Series 2010 –

Employment Documents
Afternoon program with lunch. This program covers: Employment Agreements;

Non-Competes and other Restrictive Covenants; and Executive Benefits.
Credits: 2 substantive • When: Friday, April 9, 2010; 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.; check-in and lunch
begins at 12:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $129 per person per session; $99 per session for
all three Commercial Documents Series sessions. Tuition is non-transferable. Register with PBI.

Internet Law Update
Join us and make sure that you have the information and tools you need to

properly represent your clients in this uncertain era in which we live.
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend the entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Monday,
April 12, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Devel-
opment Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch)
*Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $269; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$249; Nonmember: $289; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $119; Paralegals attending alone:
$139; Judges & judicial law clerks: $135; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $125.
*Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $294; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $274;
Nonmember: $314; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $134; Paralegals attending alone: $164;
Judges & judicial law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $150. *Registra-
tions received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount.
Register with PBI.

Banking and Consumer Financial Services Law Update
Combines our traditional review of developments with in-depth

summary/analysis of bank performance, risk management &
the federal government’s plans for industry/regulatory reform.

Credits: 6 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Simulcast -
Wednesday, April 14, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.; check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Profes-
sional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and
lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $299; Member admitted after
1/1/06: $279; Nonmember: $319; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $109; Paralegals attending
alone: $139; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$140. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $324; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$304; Nonmember: $344; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $134; Paralegals attending alone:
$164; Judges & judicial law clerks: $175; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $165.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

Commercial Documents Series 2010 –
Loan Workouts and Forbearance Documents

Pre-Workout Agreement; Forbearance Agreement; Deed-in-Lieu Agreement;
Deed-in-Lieu of Foreclosure; Control Agreement; Guaranty Agreements.

Credits: 2 substantive • When: Friday, April 16, 2010; 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., check-in and lunch
begin at 12:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition: $129 per person per session; $99 each session for all three Commercial Documents
Series sessions. Tuition is non-transferable. Register with PBI.

CIVIL LITIGATION
Facebook, Twitter & Blogging…Oh MySpace!

Legal Issues With Social Networking Sites
This fast paced and lively course will keep you on the cutting edge!

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast – Wednesday, April 14, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $219; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $199; Nonmember: $239; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $110; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $100. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$244; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $224; Nonmember: $264; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $135; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $125. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

UM/UIM
Basic level course. Provides a primer for those who occasionally handle
automobile accident cases and those who are new to the practice area.

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Tuesday, April 20, 2010; 12:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m., check-in and lunch
begin at 11:15 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $199; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$224; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Wettick on Discovery: The Final Word on Discovery
in Allegheny County

This program is geared especially for the less experienced litigator,
but even those who are experienced practitioners will undoubtedly

pick up a few new pointers from Judge Wettick!
Credits: 2 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend the entire program to receive the ethics credit. • When: Wednes-
day, April 21, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional
Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course materials):
*Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $219; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$199; Nonmember: $239; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone:
$129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $110; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $100.
*Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $244; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $224;
Nonmember: $264; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154;
Judges & judicial law clerks: $135; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $125. *Registra-
tions received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount.
Register with PBI.

The Amazing Case: How to Make a
Commercial Case Come Alive!

Rare opportunity to see two Master Advocates challenge each other in
a head-to-head match up! From either side of the bar, you

gain tips to educate and persuade the jury.
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Simulcast - Fri-
day, April 23, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional
Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and
lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $319; Member admitted after
1/1/06: $299; Nonmember: $339; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending
alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$150. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $344; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$324; Nonmember: $364; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone:
$154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $185; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $175.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

CIVIL RIGHTS
Civil Rights: How Lawyers Protect the Constitution

through Section 1983 Civil Litigation
Esteemed faculty provides information you need to know;

then provides you with the opportunity to apply what you have learned,
with panel feedback, during workshop segments.

Allegheny County
Bar Association

Assisting legal and financial
advisors in the area of

special needs trusts since 1998
Our services:

● Helping advisors analyze an individual’s current and

potential government benefits to determine if a special needs

trust is appropriate

● Providing trustee services for all types of special needs trusts:

Supplemental Needs Trusts, Payback Trusts and Pooled Trusts

www.achievafamilytrust.org
(412) 995-5000 x405

Kathleen D. Hendrickson, Esq.
President, ACHIEVA Family Trust
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit • When: Tuesday, April
13, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Develop-
ment Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes special course book and
lunch) *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $239; Member admitted after
1/1/06: $219; Nonmember: $259; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $109; Paralegals attending
alone: $139; Judges & judicial law clerks: $120; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$110. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $264; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$244; Nonmember: $284; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $144; Paralegals attending alone:
$164; Judges & judicial law clerks: $145; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $135.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

CRIMINAL LAW
Defending White Collar Cases:

Beating the Odds and Winning the Battle
Experienced and novice counsel alike will benefit from this seminar.

Covers wide spectrum of currently relevant real-world topics; and
panel will provide invaluable insights.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast - Monday, April 19, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-
Pa., or any co. bar assn: $259; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $239; Nonmember: $279; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $139; Paralegals attending alone: $159; Judges & judicial law clerks: $130;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $120. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $284; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $264; Nonmember: $304; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $164; Paralegals attending alone: $184; Judges & judicial law clerks: $155; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $145. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

EMPLOYMENT/LABOR
PLI – Pension Plan Investments 2010:

Current Perspectives
For details on this program, go to www.pli.edu.

Credits: 6.5 substantive • When: Simulcast - Tuesday, April 13, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., check-in
begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl.
• Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $1,495. Register with PBI.

ESTATE PRACTICE
International Estate Planning

For estate professionals who wish to learn how to effectively deal with
complex client issues. The program’s faculty will include some of

PA’s top international estate planning experts.
Credits: 3 substantive • When: Friday, April 30, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Para-
legals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted
after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

FAMILY LAW
Finding Hidden Assets

Take advantage of our experienced faculty and learn what tips
them off to hidden assets; how to compare time periods; and
become aware of how numbers are sometimes manipulated.

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Simulcast - Monday, April 12, 2010; 1:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.; check-in
begins at 1:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $199; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an
attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224;
Member admitted after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124;
Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

MEDICINE FOR
LAWYERS

The Most Common Injuries
to the Brain and Spine

Be one of the first to attend this exciting new seminar that explores the intricate
workings of the two key systems of our body’s central nervous systems.

Credits: 6 substantive • When: Simulcast – Friday, April 9, 2010; 8:25 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.; check-in
begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl.
• Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $279; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $259; Nonmember: $299; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $140; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $130. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$304; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $284; Nonmember: $324; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $165; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $155. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

REAL ESTATE
PRACTICE

The New Wave of Title Problems & How to Solve Them
Learn what title polices and closing protection letters do and do not cover

and when to bring a claim and when not to, as well as tips on what
coverage to ask for in handling closings.

Credits: 2 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Thursday, April 22, 2010; 12:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m., check-in
and lunch begin at 12:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-
Pa., or any co. bar assn: $219; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $199; Nonmember: $239; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $110;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $100. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $244; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $224; Nonmember: $264; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $135; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $125. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

TRIAL & PRACTICE SKILLS
Developing and Trying the Case:

A Case Study of “A Few Good Men”
Program takes you through the initial case analysis, witness prep,
client interviews, hostile witness interview, trial prep, openings,

direct exam and cross exam, using the movie as a case study.
Credits: 3 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit • When: Thursday, April
15, 2010; 12:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in and lunch begin at 11:45 a.m. • Where: PBI Profession-
al Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and
lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Member admitted after
1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending
alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $90.
*Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $204;
Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154;
Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Registra-
tions received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount.
Register with PBI.

Allegheny County
Bar Association
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Consider responsibility
to protect against
metadata transmission
By Robert S. Bernstein

A t a recent meeting of the ACBA
Professional Ethics Committee,
the Committee was considering

a Duty Officer Report regarding a
lawyer who sent a contract document
to an opposing lawyer and attached to
it all of the prior drafts and changes,
including those with comments from
the sending lawyer’s client. The ques-
tion was whether the sending lawyer
had the obligation to protect the prior
drafts from dissemination or was free
to send them along to the adverse
party. We also considered whether the
receiving lawyer could look at the
drafts and whether the receiving
lawyer has to notify the sender that the
drafts were attached.

That sounds pretty crazy, doesn’t it?
It would seem to be basic lawyering to
prevent prior, internal drafts of con-
tracts (with client comments) to be
accidentally attached to the final pro-
posal to the other side. Similarly, early
drafts of letters, memos, and other doc-
uments are usually for internal use
only and never intentionally delivered
to opponents.

We weren’t actually considering
such a clear cut case, but we were talk-
ing about the issue of a lawyer’s
responsibility to protect against send-
ing confidential data (metadata) when
sending an electronic document (often
by e-mail). Last year, the Pennsylvania
Bar Association Ethics Committee
issued Opinion 2009-100, which pro-
vides that a “transmitting attorney has
a duty of reasonable care to remove
unwanted metadata from electronic
documents before sending them to a
third party.”

Generally, three variables are con-
sidered when discussing this issue:

1. Is there a duty on the part of the
sending lawyer to use reasonable care
(or take reasonable steps) to prevent
the disclosure of metadata?

2. May the recipient “mine” (sift
through) the metadata?

3. Must the recipient notify the
sender of the receipt of metadata?

Before going too deeply into the con-
clusions and rationales, we need to
understand what this is all about. This
is not a technical article, so the expla-
nation will of necessity be a less than
exhaustive treatment.

When computer programs create
and modify computer files, they gener-
ally imprint certain information. For
instance, when typing this article on
my computer, using Microsoft Word,
the program keeps track of the date
and time of creation, as well as the
identity of the person (me) who did the
entry. The next time I access the file to
make changes, it keeps track of that.
This is called metadata, because it is
data about data (information about the
computer file). Various programs have
ways to track changes to a document
(so-called redline or blackline data).
Once all of these changes are accepted
or rejected the document will look
“clean” and one generally doesn’t see
the prior words or comments.

There are ways to access those pre-

viously-accepted (or rejected) changes
in order to see the earlier content. This
is akin to reviewing all of the prior
drafts of the document when looking at
the final version. That is what this issue
is all about. Are we inadvertently deliv-
ering the prior changes and comments
to our opponents when we send a docu-
ment or letter by e-mail?

There are a number of ways to
protect against the transmission of
metadata. Some of the programs are
highlighted in an online article of the
ABA Family Law Section (http://www.
abanet.org/family/newsletters/2008/
august.html)1. Our hope here is to bring
the issue clearly to the attention of the
members of the ACBA and suggest that
they talk with their information technol-
ogy advisors (or research it themselves)
in order to take appropriate measures.

The PBA opinion joins eleven other
states (including West Virginia and
New York) in suggesting that lawyers
must take reasonable steps or exercise
reasonable care to prevent disclosure
of confidential metadata. Conversely,
the ABA does not find a specific duty
related to metadata, but does assume
that the typical Rule 1.6 requirements
also apply to metadata.

As to the second consideration,
seven of the compiled states say that
the recipient may not use the metadata.
There are various reasons for this con-
clusion. Some say that there is an
assumption that the metadata was sent
in error. Others say that would be an
intrusion into the lawyer-client rela-
tionship or a deliberate attempt to
learn confidential information in order
to gain an unfair advantage against an
opposing party.

The final consideration is whether
the receiving party has an obligation
to notify the sending party that there
is metadata connected with the docu-
ment. Most of the states dealing with
this issue conclude that there is an
obligation (generally under Rule
4.4(b)) to notify the sending party of
an apparent inadvertent disclosure.
Interestingly, while almost all of the
states find that obligation to notify,
some nevertheless permit the mining
of the metadata.

The bottom line here is that, while
there are differences of opinion
among the various ethics committees
about these issues, these are clearly
issues that Pennsylvania lawyers need
to consider. Delivery of unprotected
metadata can be dangerous to your
client, to your practice, and to your
reputation. You may not have had the
first idea about metadata, but at least
you should know that sending a file
may be like attaching all of the prior
drafts to the final letter to the oppos-
ing party. None of us would knowingly
do that, and we want to ensure we are
properly protected. ■

Robert S. Bernstein is a past Chair of the
ACBA Professional Ethics Committee and
the managing partner of Bernstein Law
Firm, P.C.
1 See also a February 22, 2010 notice from
the United States District Court for the
Western District of PA.
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Bar Briefs

News and Notes
The Pittsburgh Legal Administrators

Association (PLAA), which is a local
chapter of the Association of Legal
Administrators (ALA), is pleased to
announce their elected 2010-2011 offi-
cers: President, Robert Conway, Office
Administrator, Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP; Vice President/President-
elect, Penny Lotz, Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Goehring Rutter & Boehm; Secre-
tary, Heather Trainer, Legal Assistant,
Goldsmith & Ogrodowski, LLC; Secre-
tary-elect, Kathy Mott, Executive Direc-
tor, Williams Coulson, LLC; Treasurer,
Daryl Scott, Office Administrator,
Jones, Gregg, Creehan & Gerace, LLP;
Treasurer-elect, Maggie Satalia, Con-
troller, Grogan Graffam, P.C.; and
Immediate Past President, Carol Feld-
man, Human Resource Director,
Goehring Rutter & Boehm. Officers
assumed their positions on April 1.

◆    ◆    ◆
Maiello Brungo

& Maiello was
unanimously ap-
pointed Solicitor for
the Westmoreland
County Tax Collec-
tion Committee
(TCC). Partners
Lawrence J. Maiel-
lo and Michael L.
Brungo and Associ-
ate Falco A. Mus-
cante will be the
primary attorneys
for the TCC. The
firm also serves as
solicitor to the
Allegheny County
Southwest TCC.

◆    ◆    ◆
Lourdes Sanchez

Ridge of Thorp Reed
& Armstrong was
selected by Cele-
brate & Share to
receive the 5th
Annual Women of
Achievement Award
for excellence in law.
She was one of 21
women celebrated
for their accom-
plishments and con-
tributions to the
Pittsburgh commu-
nity, and the awards
ceremony (held on
March 3) benefited
Cribs for Kids, a
national infant safe
sleep program

founded in Pittsburgh.
◆    ◆    ◆

Tammy Singleton-English has been
selected to serve on the Long Range
Planning Committee of the Estate Plan-
ning Council of Pittsburgh. Singleton-
English focuses her practice in estate
planning, estate administration, and tax

preparation services, and is the owner
of Singleton-English Law Offices.

People on the Move
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak &

Stewart P.C. is pleased to announce
that W. Scott Hardy has joined its Pitts-
burgh office as a Shareholder. Hardy’s
practice focuses on a wide range of
labor and employment law issues and
representing management in all types
of litigation in federal and state courts
across the United States.

◆    ◆    ◆
Rudberg Law

Offices, LLC is
pleased to announce
that Christina K.
Hurnyak has joined
the firm as an associ-
ate, concentrating in
personal injury,
products liability,
toxic exposure, and
medical malpractice.

◆    ◆    ◆
Roger W. Foley, Jr.

has joined Maiello,
Brungo & Maiello,
LLP as an associate.
He will focus his
practice on litigation,
school and municipal
law, and construction
litigation.

◆    ◆    ◆
Dodaro, Matta &

Cambest, P.C. is
pleased to announce
that Lynne L. Finner-
ty has joined the firm
as an associate.

Changes in Status
Janice S. Haagensen has been placed

on administrative suspension from the
United States District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania.

New Members
The following individuals were

accepted as new ACBA members at the
March 16 meeting of the ACBA Board
of Governors: (attorneys) Anthony R.
Burgess, Ruth M. Crabbs, Ashley M.
Derr, Tara E. Fertelmes, Evan Lowry,
II, Paula Mack, Stephanie L. Schmid,
Luke A. Sizemore, Ryan M. Wotus; (re-
instated) Mary Jo Corsetti, Stephanie
L. Solomon, Ansley S. Westbrook, II;
(students) Deborah A. Wysni, Cyndi
Caldwell, Lisa M. Dougan, Gary M.
Sanderson, Lawrence G. Joseph, Tor-
rey A. Hullum. ■

All submissions for “Bar Briefs” or “In
Memoriam” should be sent to the atten-
tion of David Blaner, ACBA Executive
Director, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Sev-
enth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219, or e-
mailed to dblaner@acba.org.

Lawrence J.
Maiello

Michael L.
Brungo

Falco A.
Muscante

Christina K.
Hurnyak

Lawyers’ Mart

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 1990.
Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced in
Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil & Criminal
Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.–25+yrs. of forensic economics
& vocational eval. expertise in one report. 1-888-620-8933.

ENGINEERING
CONSULTANT

RETIRED CHIEF ENGINEER Structures & Machinery, Reports,
Testimony. Morton L. Markowitz, P.E., LL.B. 412-521-0506.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412) 921-4046.
Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com

For Lawyers’ Mart rate information
call Peggy Lewis at 412-261-6255.

Roger W.
Foley, Jr.
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Pittsburgh, bolstering the minority
presence in the legal community.

“We have a steady flow of minority
attorneys coming through this pro-
gram,” Harris said.

The Summer Clerkship Program
was in the national spotlight in 2008
after winning the American Bar Asso-
ciation’s Partnership Award, recogniz-
ing exceptional bar association proj-
ects that increase the participation and
advancement of lawyers of color in the
organized bar and attract students of
color to the legal profession. The Sum-
mer Clerkship Program was one of
three programs honored during the
joint annual meeting of the National
Executives of Bar Presidents, the
National Association of Bar Executives,
and the National Conference of Bar
Foundations in August of 2008.

“It speaks to how unique this pro-
gram is,” Harris said. “There are not
many programs like this in the country
where diversity is being addressed in a
1L, first-year law student cycle.”

The ACBA is still in need of employ-
ers to provide a slot for each of the 20
potential Summer Clerkship candi-
dates. Interested law firms, corporate
law departments, or government agen-
cies can contact ACBA Diversity Coor-
dinator Gene Harris at 412-402-6674 or
e-mail gharris@acba.org. ■

SUMMER continued from cover page

added. “Environmental professionals,
including consultants and attorneys
who work in the field, should attend.
It’s open to anyone, though, including
people interested in the green boat or
the history of the rivers.”

Joining Cusano and Wein on the
fundraising committee are Section
members Zelda Curtiss, Dana Adipi-
etro, Richard Ehmann, Emily Collins
and Nancy Perkins. Cusano also com-
mended ACBA Executive Director
David A. Blaner; ACBA Events Direc-
tor Marlene Ellis; and ACBA Assistant
Editor Joanna Taylor, for their assis-
tance. Taylor also serves as the Sec-
tion’s liaison to the ACBA.

Cusano said the scholarship is
important because it helps to further
the practice of environmental law.

“We all need to be thinking about
who will be coming after us in the envi-
ronmental practice and ensuring they
have greater opportunities than we’ve
had,” he said. “Part of the mission of
the Environmental Law Section is to
encourage the practice of environmen-
tal law and to facilitate young attorneys
going into this specialized area.”

Cusano said there was a large spike
in the number of graduates going into
the environmental field in the 1990s at a
time when the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency was focusing on the
cleanup of disposal and dump sites. This
emphasis on cleanup resulted in a large

FUNDRAISER continued from page 3

volume of litigation. However, the num-
ber of graduates has since decreased.

Members of the Section believe the
scholarship will play a role in main-
taining interest in the environmental
field. Scholarship candidates must be a
second or third-year law student in
good standing. They must also have
taken a minimum of two environmental
law courses or one environmental law
course and a comparable experience,
such as participation in an environ-
mental law clinic, an internship with an
agency or firm specializing in this field,
or a law school environmental law soci-
ety. The candidate must also express an
interest in pursuing a career in envi-
ronmental law. ■

leen D. Schneider of the Law Offices of
Kathleen D. Schneider and member of
the Kaplan Lecture Committee. She
urges fellow members of CLASP to
attend the lecture and is looking for-
ward to hearing Himmelstein’s per-
spective on the role of collaborative
practice in conflict resolution.

This year marks the seventh
anniversary of the lecture. This annual
lecture has been named in honor of
Judge Lawrence W. Kaplan (Ret.) of
the Court of Common Pleas of Alleghe-
ny County for his pioneering effort to
bring mediation to practitioners, the
courts, and the community in Alleghe-
ny County and surrounding areas. The
lecture is intended to advance creative
and critical thinking about conflict res-
olution and to inspire ongoing educa-
tion and collegiality among dispute res-
olution professionals.

The cost for attending the event is
$40 per person. To RSVP for the event,
please send your check made payable
to the “Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tion” to Marlene Ellis at the Allegheny
County Bar Association, 400 Koppers
Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pitts-
burgh, Pa. 15219 by May 10, 2010.

Individuals may purchase Himmel-
stein’s book, Challenging Conflict: Medi-
ation Through Understanding, prior to
the lecture by sending a check for $25 to
Marlene Ellis. Checks should be made
payable to “The Center for Mediation in
Law.” Individuals are responsible for
making arrangements to pick up their
books at ACBA headquarters. Copies of
the book will be available for sale the
evening of the lecture.

For questions or further information
about the lecture, please contact Marlene
Ellis at mellis@acba.org or Mary Kate
Coleman, Chair of the ACBA ADR Com-
mittee, at mkcoleman@rhwrlaw.com. ■

KAPLAN continued from page 5

and Jill Albrecht, a member of the YLD.
Smith’s award was possible with a

50-50 share provided by the Federal
Court Section and the Academy of Trial
Lawyers of Allegheny County.

SCHOLARSHIP continued from page 6

“The National Trial Advocacy Col-
lege has been around for 29 years and
provides superb training for young
lawyers to develop their trial advocacy
skills,” said Ward. “I’m going to
encourage the continuation of the
scholarship because I hope it continues
for many years.”

The scholarship is expected to be
funded in coming years via the Sec-
tion’s dues and any profits from CLE
courses. Future applicants can apply

before the November deadline by
sending a letter of interest to the cur-
rent Section chair, outlining their
experience and interest in attending
the college.

“The college is one of the premier
programs in the nation for learning
trial advocacy skills,” said Albrecht.
“The scholarship gives YLD members
who otherwise may not consider the
college or be able to afford the program
the opportunity to enroll.” ■

GUIDELINES
FOR UNSOLICITED ARTICLES SUBMITTED FOR PUBLICATION IN THE

LAWYERSJOURNAL
Because the editors of the Lawyers Journal (LJ) receive many submissions for publication we can accept only a portion of
those sent to us. Most often, we decline articles because they either discuss topics we have recently covered or serve as
promotional material in the guise of an article.

When submitting an article for consideration, please keep these guidelines in mind:

1. Authors are strongly encouraged to discuss article ideas with the editor and submit an outline or capsule sum-
mary before investing time in writing. The LJ will not agree to run an article until the editors evaluate the full-
text article.

2. Every effort will be made to publish an accepted article; however, the LJ reserves the right not to publish an
accepted article if the material becomes dated, if there is no space to run the article, or if the editorial board raises
any other concern.

3. We publish only articles written exclusively for the LJ. We will not consider material that an author has sent to
other publications.

4. We rely on the author’s integrity in submitting original work. Any material derived from other sources should be
clearly identified within the text.

5. We evaluate submissions for their value to our audience, timeliness, and credibility. We do not publish articles that
promote the author’s company, products, or services.

6. Articles should be no more than 2,500 words. Authors must use endnotes to cite sources.

7. Due to the volume of material we publish, we are unable to provide authors with edited manuscripts or galleys for review.

8. Authors should explain in simple language any technical terms that would be unclear to the general legal audience.

9. Authors should send a hard copy of the article and a version saved to a diskette, preferably in MS Word format. Be
sure to write the author’s name and article title on the label.

10. Write your full name, business affiliation, address, and any pertinent professional designations that should appear
in the author’s ID. We don’t run phone numbers or contact addresses.

11. Articles should be mailed to Jennifer Pulice, Editor, Lawyers Journal, Allegheny County Bar Association, 400 Kop-
pers Building, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219; faxed to 412-261-6042; or e-mailed to jpulice@acba.org.

12. Because each issue of the LJ is copyrighted by the Allegheny County Bar Association, publications wishing to use
an article after it has appeared in our journal must obtain our permission to do so.
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