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Pittsburgh Pro Bono
Partnership in
national spotlight
By Drew Hardman

The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partner-
ship is in the spotlight this spring
after receiving two prestigious

public service awards: the American
Bar Association Section of Litigation’s
John Minor Wisdom Public Service and
Professionalism Award and the Penn-
sylvania Legal Aid Network’s 2010
Excellence Award.

A collaboration between the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation, area
law firms, corporate law departments,
and government agencies, the Pitts-
burgh Pro Bono Partnership is dedicat-
ed to increasing attorney and paralegal
pro bono legal services in the commu-
nity. Attorney Ronald W. Crouch, who
serves as chairperson of the Partner-
ship Administrative Board, said the
awards recognize both the organiza-
tion’s impressive public service
resume, as well as the unique structure
of the organization, partnering law
firms with corporate law department
and government agencies.

The ACBA annual elections will be held as online hybrid elections from April 22-
May 12. During the election, members who are eligible to vote and have a valid e-mail
address will receive an e-mail and letter containing their usernames, passwords, and
voting instructions. Members without an e-mail address or those whose e-mails are
returned as undeliverable will receive paper ballots in the mail. Please adjust your
e-mail settings to allow messages from “ACBA Election Coordinator” at acbavote@
directvote.net. The subject of the e-mail will be “ACBA Annual Election—login
information below.”

“We’ve been very successful in
terms of the number of projects set up
and active in the community, but to me
the thing I’m most impressed with is
that this is a new way to structure an
organization like this,” Crouch said.

“It brings together corporate attor-
neys with law firms to work on things
they wouldn’t normally get the chance
to work on,” ACBF Pro Bono Coordina-
tor Barbara Griffin added. “Not only is
it satisfying for them personally, but it
broadens their focus.”

Each year, the ABA Section of Liti-
gation honors select individuals and
law firms with the John Minor Wisdom
Public Service and Professionalism
Award, recognizing outstanding contri-
butions to the quality of justice in their
respective communities, and ensuring
that the legal system is available to
everyone, according to the ABA web-
site. The award is named after the Hon-
orable John Minor Wisdom, a 42-year
veteran on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit renowned for his
landmark decisions during the Civil
Rights Movement.

The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partner-
ship is one of three honorees this year,
alongside attorney Martha Bergmark
and international law firm Wilmer Cut-
ler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP.
While the John Minor Wisdom Public
Service and Professionalism Award is
usually reserved for individuals and
law firms, organizers elected to make
an exception this year based on the
Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership’s dis-
tinctive structure.

“This year the selection committee
recognized the unique nature of how
the Partnership proposed to deliver pro
bono services to a much needed popu-
lation, and felt that the collaborative,
regionalized efforts of otherwise quali-
fying firms, companies, and individuals
was still worthy of consideration,” said
Tiffany Williams, Co-Chair of the ABA
Section of Litigation’s Pro Bono & Pub-
lic Interest Committee.

“They told us that they were
impressed by both what we had accom-
plished and how we had done it,”
Crouch added.

Williams reported that recipients of
the John Minor Wisdom Public Service
and Professionalism Award are evalu-
ated on a number of factors, including
the impact of pro bono representation
and the number of hours devoted to pro
bono service.

“The Partnership’s affirmative
efforts to deliver pro bono services to
vulnerable citizens in a manner that
pooled resources represented creativi-
ty and compassion during these tough
economic times when organizations are
challenged to cut back on pro bono rep-
resentation,” Williams noted.

The John Minor Wisdom Public
Service and Professionalism Awards
were presented at the ABA Section of
Litigation’s annual conference, held
April 21 at The Hilton New York. Pitts-
burgh Pro Bono Partnership chair
Ronald W. Crouch was on hand to
accept the award.

The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partner-
ship earned an additional accolade in
March as one of the 2010 Excellence
Award winners, sponsored by the Penn-
sylvania Legal Aid Network (PLAN).
The award recognizes numerous civil

legal aid professionals for their efforts
in support of the clients served by
PLAN, a group dedicated to improving
the availability and quality of legal
services for low-income individuals and
victims of domestic violence.

“It recognizes the great impact that
individuals and organizations can have
on legal services for their community,”
Griffin said.

The 2010 Excellence Awards were
presented at the annual PLAN awards
dinner on March 23 at the Harrisburg
Hilton & Towers. Once again, Crouch
was present to accept the award, along
with Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership
Administrative Board members Griffin
and Barbara Kern.

According to Crouch, the recent
honors bestowed upon the Pitts-
burgh Pro Bono Partnership recog-
nize the organization’s ongoing
efforts in the community.

“As we continued to build our
resume, it got to the point where people
finally said, ‘wow,’” Crouch reported.

The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partner-
ship has grown significantly since its
launch in 2001, thanks in part to the
development of Signature Projects—
“identifiable, sustainable projects that
one or more of our members take own-

Continued on page 15

PHOTO BY COMMONWEALTH MEDIA SERVICES, COURTESY OF PENNSYLVANIA LEGAL AID NETWORK.

Representing the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership at the 2010 Pennsylvania Legal
Aid Network Excellence Awards were (left to right) Robert V. Racunas (NLSA), Lorrie
Albert (Allegheny County Bar Foundation), Ron Crouch (Chair, Pittsburgh Pro Bono
Partnership), Barbara Griffin (ACBA Pro Bono Center) and Barbara Kern (NLSA).

Please find in this issue a special insert from NLSA entitled “A tribute to our ACBA colleagues.”
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Nello Fiore v. County of Allegheny, Pennsylvania
Della Vecchia, J. and McCarthy, J. ..........................................Page 147
Expert Testimony—Fitzmartin Case

1. Plaintiff claims an ownership interest in all of the coal contained
within those portions of the “Pittsburgh Seam” of coal located in
South Park Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. The surface
of the subject property lies in an area designated as “South Park,”
component of the Allegheny County Park System.

2. Plaintiff sought to enter said property for the purpose of core
drilling to determine the location of the coal, the amount of coal con-
tained and the most feasible means of mining that coal.

3. Crux of litigation is whether Plaintiff must obtain permission
from Allegheny County to strip mine portions of the “Pittsburgh
Seam” that he believes he owns.

4. Allegheny County denied Plaintiff access to enter the property
to begin the process of mining the coal.

5. It was not error for the trial court to admit opinion testimony on
the ultimate issue in the case from an attorney who testified that the
lack of specific language in the grant to allow strip mining was intend-
ed to limit the grantee to deep mining only.

6. The trial court did not err in holding that the language of the
grants at issue were not general enough or broad enough to include
strip/surface mining as set forth in Commonwealth v. Fitzmartin, 102
A.2d 893 (Pa. 1954). In Fitzmartin, the Court advanced a four (4) fac-
tor to determine whether strip mining may be an appropriate method
of extraction of subsurface minerals when the deed is silent as to the
acceptable method of mining.

7. Court did not find the surface of property in South Park
Township to be “unimproved terrain,” the fourth factor in the
Fitzmartin case.

(JoAnn F. Zidanic)

3D Amusements Inc. v.
Celebrations and More, Inc., Friedman, J. ............................Page 153
Petition to Open Judgment Entered by Confession—
Breach of Contract—Burden of Proof

1. A clerical error resulting in an incorrect amount due in a con-
fessed judgment can simply be corrected where the amount due is
undisputed.

2. The defendant failed to adduce sufficient evidence that the
plaintiff had breached the contract sufficient to create a question of
fact for a jury in order to justify the opening of the confessed judg-
ment. Specifically, the defendant did not demonstrate that his late
notice of termination of a contract to the plaintiff was reasonable
under the circumstances nor did he show that the plaintiff did not suf-
fer prejudice from the late notice.

(Mary Long)

Neal R. Grove v. Robert L. Smith, et al., McCarthy, M. ........Page 155
Breach of Fiduciary Duty—Gist of the Action Doctrine—
Extrinsic and Parol Evidence—Evidence of Motive

1. A mere coalescence of votes of individual stockholders with
equal standing whose shares cumulatively constitute a majority is not
necessarily sufficient to suggest an abuse of controlling influence that
is the essence of a breach of fiduciary obligations owed to a minority
shareholder.

2. Because Plaintiffs claim of breach of fiduciary duty is premised
solely upon the assertion that the defendants breached the Stock
Restriction Agreement (“SRA”), his argument presupposes a breach
of the SRA by defendants. The gist of the action doctrine precludes
recasting breach of contract claims into tort actions.

3. Individual defendants barred supervision of a sales territory by
an employee of a competitor and rejected the nomination of a
Qualified Replacement Shareholder (“QRS”) based upon concerns of
alienation of, or possible litigation by, a customer was sufficient to
defeat claim of breach of fiduciary duty.

4. The contract language presented an ambiguity and the court
acquired extrinsic or parol evidence to assist in resolving the ambigu-
ity. The Court, as a matter of law, determines the existence of an
ambiguity and interprets the contract. The resolution of conflicting
parol evidence relevant to what the parties intended by the ambigu-
ous provision is for the trier of fact.

5. The goal in contract law is not to punish the breaching party,
but to make the nonbreaching party whole; proof of a financial
motive or even an illicit motive will not enlarge damages. Therefore,
the Court did not err in denying the admission of evidence of the

compensation paid to the individual defendants and the salesman
who replaced Plaintiff.

(JoAnn F. Zidanic)

Mary C. Henderson v. UPMC, et al., Wettick, Jr., J. ..............Page 158
Class Action—Pennsylvania Wage Payment and Collection Law,
43 P.S. §260.1 et seq., Pennsylvania Minimum Wage Act of 1968,
43 P.S. §333.101, et seq.

1. UPMC’s Preliminary Objections asserting that it could not be
included in class action against Plaintiff ’s employer Shadyside
Hospital because the law did not intend employer to include a parent
company were overruled.

2. The court found that, although the definition of employer did not
include the word parent, in all likelihood, the Legislature did not
include the parent of a subsidiary within the definition because it did
not intend to impose liability on a parent that exercised no control
over the manner in which employees of a subsidiary would be com-
pensated.

3. The purpose of the Wage Payment Law is furthered by defining
the term employer to reach the entity that allegedly made the deci-
sions that resulted in employees not being paid for work performed.

4. UPMC is covered by the Minimum Wage Act even though it does
not directly employ Plaintiff, since employer is defined to include any
person acting “indirectly, in the interest of an employer in relation to
any employee.” 43 P.S. §333.103 (g).

(Lynn E. MacBeth)

In Re: In the Interest of: M.S., a minor, Mulligan, J. ............Page 160
Recusal Request—Evidence of Delinquency—
Aggravated Assault

1. M.S., a minor, was involved in three separate incidents at school,
during two of which she struck school personnel with her crutches.

2. In 2007, M.S. had committed a series of similar delinquent acts
and a local police officer contacted the judge asking whether the
police should file a petition alleging delinquency. The judge’s staff
told the officer that a petition should be filed if warranted. A petition
was filed and the judge recused herself, upon request of M.S.’s coun-
sel, to avoid the appearance of impropriety.

3. The judge instructed school personnel to file a delinquency peti-
tion based upon testimony at the dependency review hearing.
Thereafter, she refused to recuse herself from hearing the resulting
delinquency case.

4. M.S.’s behavior in striking school personnel in the head was suf-
ficient for the court to find that she was guilty of attempting to cause
bodily injury to an employee of a school while acting in his or her
employment pursuant to 18 C.S.A. §2502(a)(5).

(Mary K. McDonald)

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Elroy Layne, McDaniel, P.J. ....................................................Page 162
Voir Dire—Abuse of Discretion—Hearsay

1. Defendant was sentenced to a mandatory term of life imprison-
ment for conviction of First-Degree Murder and Burglary.

2. Defendant raised following issues on appeal:
a. Voir Dire Issues – Defendant argued that Court erred in not per-

mitting his attorney to voir dire the jury panel regarding their feel-
ings on interracial marriage. The Defendant is African-American and
his estranged wife is not. The fact that they had been involved in an
interracial marriage had no bearing on the Defendant’s guilt or inno-
cence in the murder of his wife’s boyfriend and was in no way rele-
vant to whether a person was competent to serve on the jury. Court
exercised discretion in denying the voir dire request.

b. PFA Issues – It was not an abuse of discretion for Court to admit
PFA order. Although Defendant’s wife was not at home at the time of
the attacks, her children – who were “protected” pursuant to the
Order – were, and the Defendant was excluded from the residence
where the attacks occurred. Court acted within its discretion in allow-
ing the testimony of Beth Keenan, Esquire, the Coordinator of the
PFA Office in the Family Division of the Court of Common Pleas.

c. Police Officer Roger Krawchyk’s testimony regarding child’s
statements was not made for the truth of the matter, but rather to fur-
ther explain his and the other officers’ course of conduct in searching
and securing the home. The statements are clearly within the “course
of conduct” rule and were properly admitted.

3. Judgment of sentence was affirmed.
(JoAnn F. Zidanic)
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From the ACBA

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

It’s Time to Level the Playing Field
By Kimberly A. Brown

A few weeks ago I read that Judge
Sylvia Pressler died. The name
didn’t catch my attention but

there were two things that did: the title,
“Judge Who Opened Little League to
Girls” and a statement from Judge
Pressler’s opinion, “The institution of
Little League is as American as the hot
dog and apple pie…There is no reason
why that part of Americana should be
withheld from girls.”

News of the 1973 New Jersey Court
ruling opening Little League baseball
to girls apparently didn’t reach the
league organizers in the small town in
upstate New York in which I grew up.
Girls did not play on the local little
league teams, and the few times I was
allowed to serve as the “bat girl” for
my older brother’s team (coached by
our father) were considered a novelty
back then. Little League was a big
deal in my hometown. It was hot dogs,
apple pie, and the town’s summer-
time entertainment all rolled up into
one. We had a well-groomed perma-
nent Little League field, lighted for
night games and equipped with a
first-rate concession stand. The
games were a draw for the entire
town, not just for those who had
ballplayers in the family, and every-
one knew the names of that summer’s
home run hitters or talented pitchers
and fielders. Players left the field of
competition with the roar of approval
from the local crowds, along with a
“good job” back pat or hair tousling
for the victors and encouraging
shouts of “you’ll get them next time”
to those who were not. Entire teams
of Little Leaguers were a frequent
sight at the local Tastee Freez, some-
times piled into the back of a pick-up
truck or a 1970s Chevy convertible.
The players were cheered, encour-
aged, and supported. Some developed
into serious athletic contenders.

When I was slightly older, Cin-
derella softball was introduced to our
town. Many of the local girls played; I
did not. It wasn’t that I didn’t like
sports or even softball. I spent the
summers, like every other kid, play-
ing wiffle ball, kickball, and riding
bikes. At the time, softball seemed
“lesser.” I didn’t just want to play with
“the girls.” I sensed in some way that

separate was not
equal. No nice lighted
field, no real “base-
ball” uniforms, and no
hometown crowds.

At this point, some
may be wondering why
I am writing about my
(lack of) experiences
with Little League
baseball. When I read
about Judge Pressler’s
ruling, I thought back
about the lack of oppor-
tunities provided to
girls in the past and
the support and team
confidence building aspects of that
sport that were experienced by the
boys. It occurred to me that in some
ways this scenario plays out in our
profession and that it continues to
impact the professional lives of our
female attorneys.

We know based on the results of the
ACBA member surveys in 1990 and
2005 that women continue to leave
private practice and the entire profes-
sion in much greater numbers than
men. Despite the substantial increase
in women entering the profession
over the last twenty years, the per-
centage of local female partners did
not increase between 1990 and 2005.
In the 2005 survey, women reported
earning less than others with compa-
rable education and work responsibil-
ities and were twice as likely as men
to be dissatisfied with their employ-
ment situation.

The lack of advancement of women
in our profession is a problem our bar
association is tackling through the
educational programs presented by
the ACBA Institute for Gender Equal-
ity. One of the goals of the Institute is
to assist legal employers in identify-
ing gender-biased practices and to
provide employers with tools to
address and eliminate policies and
practices that impede women’s
advancement. This is a complex prob-
lem with no simple solution. However,
leaders from our local law firms who
have attended the initial Institute ses-
sions should be commended for their
willingness to be open to self-evalua-
tion and their commitment to making
changes to address gender inequities.
Recognition is the first and an impor-

tant step, but making
real change requires
more than mere recog-
nition of the problem.

In my view, the rea-
son why making
changes to address
gender inequities is
difficult is because
some of the most sig-
nificant impacts on a
young person’s career
have almost nothing to
do with “formal”
employer practices
and procedures. The
solution is not as sim-

ple as adopting a new policy. For exam-
ple, I believe most would agree that in
the private practice sector, business
development is a significant factor in a
lawyer’s professional advancement
and compensation. Business develop-
ment comes in many forms—it may be
the ability to perform work well to
retain a client, recognition within the
firm as a “go to” person for a particu-
lar area of the law, or the ability to
bring in new matters from existing
clients or new clients. Yet these are not
skills that most young lawyers bring to
the practice of law; rather, they are
acquired and developed over their
careers with the assistance of their
mentors and colleagues. Relationships
formed within the legal employer set-
ting—formal and informal mentors—
can have a significant impact on a
young lawyer’s ability to build these
skills. Assignments of work provide
opportunities for young lawyers to
develop expertise that can be market-
ed in the future. If the work involved is
high profile (either inside the firm or
out), there is also an added benefit of
prestige. Experience and prestige
build credentials and lead to other key
relationships. Credentials and rela-
tionships lead to business.

The benefits that come with the
relationships formed within a legal
employer setting are not unlike those
of the Little League teams of my
youth. Who doles out assignments and
why they are given to particular
lawyers can have a significant impact
on that lawyer’s career. Being on a
winning “team” has the advantages of
being associated with and learning
from a key player in the firm. That

lawyer is recognized as important, if
only because someone with signifi-
cant power in the firm has selected
that lawyer to work on his/her matter.
The experience of working on the
team in itself builds relationships that
impact the lawyer’s career. People
naturally want to work with people
that they know and have had good
experiences with in the past. Gaining
the trust of a significant firm player
brings with it the opportunity to make
connections with other key players in
the firm and introductions to their
client contacts. The young lawyer is
invited to outside functions—a ball
game, round of golf, drinks with “the
team.” Viewed another way, a key
partner/manager in the firm recruits
players for his team, provides oppor-
tunities to develop talent, promotes
the skills and victories of his team
members, thereby earning them the
respect of the organization and their
clients, all of which benefit that play-
er through skill and reputation build-
ing. However, if baseball is the key to
being on a winning team, and you are
only offered softball, your chances of
succeeding are greatly diminished.
Said in more formal terms, lawyers
who are on the margins of key
employer networks are less likely to
stay or succeed.

The Institute for Gender Equality
is addressing this important issue in
an upcoming May 13, 2010 educa-
tional program for legal employer
decision-makers entitled “Alterna-
tives to Traditional Mentoring Pro-
grams: How to Design a Program
that is More Effective and Less
Stressful.” Recognizing the impor-
tance of informal organizational net-
works, how they impact young
careers, and the development of
mentoring programs that provide
access to valuable talent resources
will be among the topics included in
this important program. I encourage
all legal employers who are serious
about working to make change in our
profession to attend the May 13 Insti-
tute educational program.

We know that women have the edu-
cation and talent to succeed if they are
given the same opportunities as men. I
applaud those legal employers and law
firm leaders who are taking the first
steps toward leveling the field. ■
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ACBA annual elections open,
voting deadline set for May 12

The annual ACBA election for 2010-
2011 Officers, Board of Gover-
nors, and Judiciary Committee

positions is now open. The election clos-
es at 5 p.m. EST on Wednesday, May 12,
2010. Per the ACBA by-laws, only
“active” membership types are eligible
to vote in the ACBA annual elections.

As in the 2009 elections, the 2010
ACBA annual elections will be conduct-
ed as online, hybrid elections. Members
who are eligible to vote and have a valid
e-mail addresses will receive an e-mail
and/or letter containing their user-
names, passwords, and voting instruc-
tions from Survey and Ballot Systems,
as well as a link to the online ballot.
Members without an e-mail address, or
those whose e-mails are returned as
undeliverable, will receive paper ballots
in the mail. Paper ballots will be
returned to Survey and Ballot Systems
to be tallied. ACBA staff will not receive
or have access to online or paper ballots.

All members are encouraged to read
the following biographical information
for each candidate prior to voting. Can-
didates selected by the ACBA Nominat-
ing Committee are noted as such.
There is one candidate for president-
elect, and he will automatically suc-
ceed to the presidency in July 2011.
There is one candidate for treasurer.

There are five available spots for the
Board of Governors, and there are 10
candidates. There are eight available
spots for the Judiciary Committee, and
there are 16 candidates.

The positions on the Board of Gover-
nors and Judiciary Committee are
three-year terms.

Ballots for the election of the 2010-
2011 Young Lawyers Division and
Women in the Law Division officers
and council members are included for
eligible ACBA members.

Election results will be announced
at the annual meeting, which is set for
noon on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 in
the ACBA Conference Center, 920 City-
County Building. All members are
invited to attend.

President-elect

Howard J. Schulberg
is a partner at Goehring, Rutter &

Boehm in its Litigation Group. The pri-
mary focus of his practice is municipal
law, alternative dispute resolution, per-
sonal injury, and civil rights. He was
elected to membership in the Academy

of Trial Lawyers of
Allegheny County
in 1993 and has
served on its Board
of Governors.

A member of the
ACBA since 1979,
Schulberg has held
leadership posi-
tions in the ACBA
for a number of
years. He was elect-

ed to the Judiciary Committee in 1997,
where he served as Chair during the
final year of his term. He served on the
ACBA Board of Governors for two suc-
cessive 3-year terms from 2000 to 2006.
In 2007, he was elected Secretary of the
ACBA for a two-year term. He was
Chair of the Bench-Bar Conference in
1999 and has also participated in a
number of Committees and special
projects, including chairing the John
H. Sorg Fund and Legislative Commit-
tee, serving on the Finance Committee
and the Grant Committee of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation,
among others.

Schulberg has been a board member
of several non-profit organizations,
including Pittsburgh Filmmakers and
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, and is
currently on the board of the Universi-
ty School. A 1976 graduate of the Penn-
sylvania State University, he earned his
J.D. from Duquesne University School
of Law in 1979.

Schulberg was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Treasurer

James W. Creenan
currently serves

as Chair of the
ACBA Finance
Committee and as
Treasurer of the
Allegheny County
Bar Foundation.
Creenan has been
active in the ACBA
since being elected
to YLD Council in
2000. He later

served as Treasurer of the YLD and its
chair in 2005-2006. He later received
the YLD Outstanding Young Lawyer
Award. During his term as YLD chair,
he led efforts to establish the ACBF
Loan Repayment Assistance Program
(LRAP) for the benefit of the area’s

public legal service attorneys. His
other ACBA involvement includes
service on the Board of Governors,
ACBA Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Bills Subcommittee, Investment Com-
mittee, Ad Hoc Committee on Sar-
banes-Oxley, Nominating Committee,
Public Service Committee, Headquar-
ters Committee, and Strategic Finan-
cial Planning Committee.

Creenan is a Trustee of the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Foundation and a mem-
ber of the Fellows Committee, Loans
and Scholarships Committee, Lawyers
Fund Committee, LRAP Committee,
and Public Interest Law Fellowship
Committee. He has represented
Allegheny County as a Zone 12 delegate
to the Pennsylvania Bar Association
House of Delegates. On the national
level, he served as the young lawyer
delegate to the American Bar Associa-
tion’s YLD. He currently serves as a
vice chair of the American Bar Associ-
ation’s Insurance Coverage Litigation
Committee and is the co-editor of the
ICLC’s newsletter.

Creenan started Creenan Law
Offices, PC in 2009, and his practice
focuses on construction and insurance
litigation matters, as well as estate and
elder law, from his Allegheny County
and Westmoreland County offices. He is
active in his community as a member of
the Murrysville Zoning Hearing Board,
the Program Committee at Auberle,
and several business organizations.

Creenan was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Board of Governors

(3-year term, 5 seats available)

Rhoda Shear Neft
is a graduate of

Carnegie Mellon
University and
Duquesne Univer-
sity School of Law.
She concentrates
her practice in the
areas of real prop-
erty, environmen-
tal, transportation,
and corporate law.
While she main-

tains a private practice, she serves as
general counsel to GENCO Distribu-
tion System, a third party logistics
company. Neft was appointed by the
Honorable Stanton Wettick to serve as
a special arbitrator in the Allegheny

County Court of Common Pleas, Arbi-
tration Division. Likewise, she was
selected to be an arbitrator for the AAA
and the Alternative Dispute Resolution
Program of the District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania. In
2002, Neft served on the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania’s committee to
study Gender and Racial Issues in the
Judicial System.

Neft is a member of the Allegheny
County and Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tions and the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation. In 2003, she was elected to
become a member of the ACBA Judici-
ary Committee. She is a past chair of the
Women in the Law Division and the
Appellate Practice Committee of the
ACBA. Currently she serves on the
Board of the Allegheny County Bar Foun-
dation. She is a past chair of the WLD
Gender Bias Committee and continues to
serve on that committee. Neft is a former
co-chairperson of the Pennsylvania Com-
mission on Women in the Profession of
the PBA, interviews candidates for the
PBA Judicial Review Committee, and is
a delegate to the PBA House of Delegates
from Zone 12. In 2001 and 2005, she was
awarded the PBA Special Achievement
Award. She is appointed to serve on the
PBA Leadership Recruitment and Devel-
opment Committee and the Constitution-
al Review Commission. A graduate of
Leadership Pittsburgh XVII, Neft served
on the boards of the YWCA of Greater
Pittsburgh, Zoar New Day, and currently
is on the advisory board of the Animal
Rescue League of Western Pennsylvania.

Neft was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Hon. Kim D. Eaton
attended Penn

State University
and graduated in
1978 with a B.S. in
journalism and a
minor in political
science. At the Uni-
versity of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law, she was presi-
dent of the class of
1981 and the com-

mencement speaker.
Judge Eaton is the former Supervis-

ing Judge of the Adult Family Division
of the Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County. Prior to her election,
she was shareholder in the firm of

■ Howard J. Schulberg nominated for president-elect
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Rose, Schmidt, Hasley & DiSalle, PC,
where she was the head of the firm
matrimonial section. During her career
as a lawyer, Judge Eaton has also
served as Chair of the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Association’s Bench-Bar Com-
mittee (and recipient of the Bench-Bar
Olbum Award) and the Chair of the
Family Law Section’s Public Service
Committee, where she co-founded the
Pro Se Motions Court program which
assists low-income parties through the
court system. She received the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association’s Pro Bono
Award for outstanding contributions to
pro bono activities and was named
2009 “Woman of the Year,” receiving
the Marjorie Matson Award from the
Pitt Law Women’s Association. A fre-
quent lecturer on family law matters,
she is a Master in the Matrimonial Inns
of Court. Judge Eaton serves on the
Board of Directors of the Parental
Stress Center.

Judge Eaton was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

William P. Bresnahan, II
is a shareholder

of Hollinshead,
Mendelson, Bresna-
han & Nixon, P.C.
Bresnahan is a
member of the
American Bar Asso-
ciation, the Pennsyl-
vania Bar Associa-
tion, and the
Allegheny County
Bar Association. He

is former Chairman of the ACBA Unau-
thorized Practice of Law Subcommittee,
a member of the ACBA Judiciary Com-
mittee, and a member of the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court Appellate Rules
Committee. In addition, he is a member
of the Institute of Property Taxation and
the National Institute of Trial Lawyers.
He received his bachelor of arts degree
from John Carroll University and was
awarded his juris doctorate from
Thomas Cooley Law School.

Bresnahan was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Homer L. Walton
is a shareholder

with Tucker Arens-
berg and Co-chair
of the firm’s Labor
& Employment Law
Section. He is also a
member of the Liti-
gation Department
and has practiced
law since 1990.
Walton provides
defense of claims

alleging wrongful termination, sexual
harassment, employment discrimina-
tion based on age, race, sex, religion,
national origin, handicap, and disabili-
ty and retaliation in violation of state
and federal laws.

Walton received his B.A. magna cum

laude from the University of Pittsburgh
in 1984, and his J.D. from Duquesne
University School of Law in 1988. Prior
to joining the firm, he was a manager at
United Parcel Service where he
acquired 21 years of practical experi-
ence in resolving labor-related issues.
He was responsible for the resolution
of labor disputes at the local level and
participated in panel and arbitration
hearings. Walton is a member of the
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and
National Bar Associations.

Walton was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Daniel E. Fitzsimmons
is the Chief Trial

Deputy for the
Office of the Dis-
trict Attorney of
Allegheny County.
He is a graduate of
the University of
Pittsburgh and
earned his law
degree in 1982 from
the University of
Pittsburgh School

of Law. Fitzsimmons is an active trial
lawyer, concentrating in the prosecu-
tion of complex criminal homicide
cases. He also supervises the activities,
education, and training of the attorneys
in the trial units of his office.

Fitzsimmons serves as a member of
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s
Criminal Procedural Rules Committee
and has worked with the Judges of the
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County and the District Court Adminis-
trator’s Office to revise and reorganize
local rules governing the practice and
procedures in criminal matters. He is
Chair of the ACBA Unauthorized Prac-
tice of Law Committee and Secre-
tary/Treasurer of the ACBA Criminal
Litigation Section. Fitzsimmons is a
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Asso-
ciation, and currently serves on its
Unauthorized Practice of Law Commit-
tee. He is also a member of the Penn-
sylvania District Attorneys Associa-
tion. Fitzsimmons serves as a member
of the statewide Task Force on Veterans
and the Criminal Justice System. He
has served as a member of the ACBA
Judiciary Committee and as a member
of the Governor’s Commission to
Address Gun Violence. Fitzsimmons
has testified before various committees
of the Legislature concerning meas-
ures to reduce urban violence.

Fitzsimmons was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Kenneth M. Argentieri
is a partner in the Trial Practice

Group at Duane Morris LLP. He repre-
sents corporate and individual clients
in a broad range of litigation and coun-
seling including toxic tort, product lia-
bility, securities, class action, defama-
tion, environmental, and commercial
law. He is a member of the Academy of

Trial Lawyers of
Allegheny County
and handles trial
and appellate mat-
ters in both state
and federal courts.
Argentieri has been
active in the
Allegheny County
Bar Association. He
previously served
as a member of the

Board of Governors and is a current
Trustee of the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation. He also serves as an opin-
ion editor of the Pittsburgh Legal Jour-
nal, as a member of the Finance and
Investment Committees, and as a mem-
ber of the Public Service Committee.

Previously he served as Treasurer
of the Allegheny County Bar Founda-
tion, as Council member of the Federal
Court Section, and as Chair of the
Inside Your Courts Program. Argen-
tieri has received the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Association’s Special Project
Award as Chair of the Inside Your
Courts Program and the Public Service
Committee’s Pro Bono Special
Achievement Award. He is a past pres-
ident of Neighborhood Legal Services
Association and previously was a mem-
ber of the House of Delegates of the
Pennsylvania Bar Association. Argen-
tieri is a 1977 graduate of Harvard Col-
lege and received his J.D. from Har-
vard Law School in 1981.

Argentieri was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Jonnie S. Joseph
is an attorney

with Women’s Cen-
ter and Shelter of
Greater Pittsburgh
as well as Nightin-
gale Joseph, LLC. A
former assistant
district attorney of
Allegheny County in
the Domestic Vio-
lence Unit, she has
extensive trial expe-

rience in the Criminal, Civil, and Family
Courts of Common Pleas. She is current-
ly serving on the ACBA Board of Gover-
nors, the Duquesne University Alumni
Board, and the Board of Directors of
Pittsburgh Action against Rape. She has
served as Chair of the ACBA Judiciary
Committee, Chair of the Women in the
Law Division, and currently holds posi-
tions on the Judicial Excellence,
Finance, and Gender Bias Committees.
She is a certified police instructor and
teaches at both the county and city acad-
emy. She speaks nationally at universi-
ties, conferences, and community
groups regarding victims’ rights, family
violence, protection from abuse, elder
abuse, and other litigation issues.

Joseph is a 1999 graduate of
Duquesne University School of Law
and received her master’s degree in
psychology from Geneva College. She

is a member of the Women’s Bar Asso-
ciation, the PBA Women in the Profes-
sion, and the American Counseling
Association. She is involved in her
community by volunteering at Animal
Friends and teaching in the children’s
program at Allison Park Church.

Joseph was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Cynthia Reed Eddy
is a partner in

the Pittsburgh firm
of Johnson & Eddy,
LLC. Over the past
27 years she has
practiced law with
private firms, the
Department of Jus-
tice, and has
clerked for the Fed-
eral Judiciary.
Eddy’s practice

areas include complex financial litiga-
tion, regulatory compliance (SEC, IRS,
EPA, antitrust), internal corporate
investigations, white collar criminal
defense, and tax controversies.

Eddy graduated cum laude and
Order of the Coif from Washington and
Lee University School of Law in 1982.
She obtained an L.L.M. in Taxation
from Georgetown University School of
Law in 1986. She has served as a law
clerk to the Federal District Court in
the Western District of Virginia and the
United States Tax Court. She was an
Assistant United States Attorney in the
Western District of Pennsylvania for
five years concentrating on the prose-
cution of financial and corporate
crimes. She is active in the Allegheny
County Bar Association, has served as
chair of the Federal Criminal Practice
Committee, and was appointed to the
Attorney Advisory Committee to the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals. She is a
frequent lecturer on various topics of
criminal law.

Eddy was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Mary K. McDonald
has been a part-

ner with McCarthy
McDonald Schul-
berg & Joy since
October 1996. She
graduated from the
University of Pitts-
burgh in 1970 and
from Duquesne
University Law
School Evening
Division in 1979. In

2007, she received training in collabo-
rative law and in 2008 completed the
40-hour basic course in mediation. She
was the first staff attorney for Children
Youth and Families. Thereafter she was
an Assistant County Solicitor represent-
ing Plaintiffs in cases originating under
the URESA while continuing her repre-
sentation of CYF in Juvenile Court.

Continued on page 6
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From 1982-1989, McDonald was a
Hearing Officer with the Court of Com-
mon Pleas of Allegheny County. From
1989-1996, she was associated with the
Matrimonial Law Group at ReedSmith.

McDonald has participated as a lec-
turer for many organizations, including
the ACBA. She has also provided pro
bono services to KidsVoice, the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Foundation, the pro se
program of the Court of Common Pleas
of Allegheny County, Veterans Legal
Clinic, Legal Resources for Women and
Orphans’ Court in contested termination
cases. She has served two terms on the
ACBA Judiciary Committee. She is a
member of the Women in the Law Divi-
sion, the Juvenile Law Committee (1980
to present and previously Vice-chair and
Chair), the Family Law Section (current-
ly Secretary), Lawyers Insurance Com-
mittee, and Vice-chair of the Lawyer
Referral Service. She is a Fellow of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
McDonald currently serves on the Pitts-
burgh Commission on Human Relations
and on the Seton-LaSalle Catholic High
School Board of Directors.

McDonald was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Kate J. Fagan
is a graduate of

the Duquesne Uni-
versity School of
Law and began her
practice with the
law firm of Way-
man, Irvin and
McAuley as an asso-
ciate after her
admission to the bar
in Pennsylvania.
She became a part-

ner in the firm in 1987, and has contin-
ued her practice with that firm through
to the present time. In past years, Fagan
has served as a managing partner.

Fagan’s practice encompasses insur-
ance defense work in the areas of insur-
ance coverage, products liability, con-
struction, civil rights, and professional
negligence. She is currently a member
of the American Bar Association, the
Pennsylvania Bar Association, and the
Allegheny County Bar Association, and
serves on its Board of Governors. In
addition, Fagan is a member of the
Women’s Bar Association, and has pre-
viously served as chair of the Allegheny
County Bar Association’s Civil Litiga-
tion Section and on the ACBA Judiciary
Committee. She is a member of the
Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny
County and currently serves as Presi-
dent of that organization.

Fagan was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Judiciary Committee

(3-year term, 8 seats available)

James V. Corbelli
is a shareholder in the Litigation

Services Group of
Babst, Calland,
Clements and Zom-
nir, P.C. He has
acted as lead coun-
sel in a wide variety
of complex com-
mercial, environ-
mental and con-
struction cases
since 1989 in state
and federal courts

and before arbitration panels. Some of
the specific types of cases he has pros-
ecuted and defended include contract,
fraud, trade secret, covenant not to
compete, shareholder dispute, e-com-
merce, construction, environmental
cost recovery, toxic tort, underground
storage tank, insurance coverage, secu-
rities, and real estate. He has frequent-
ly been involved in requests to federal
and state courts for injunctive relief.

Corbelli graduated cum laude from
the University of Maryland with a B.A.
in 1986, where he was a member of Phi
Beta Kappa and a member of the Hon-
ors Program in the History Depart-
ment. He received his J.D. magna cum
laude from the University of Pittsburgh
in 1989 and was elected for member-
ship in the Order of the Coif. He served
as Notes Editor of the University of
Pittsburgh Law Review, where he was
also published.

Corbelli was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

James E. Mahood
is a principal of

Wilder & Mahood,
P.C. Prior to enter-
ing private prac-
tice, he was a Man-
aging and Staff
attorney for Neigh-
borhood Legal
Services Associa-
tion in its Home-
wood office. He is a
Past Chair of the

Pennsylvania Bar Association Family
Law Section and former Chair of its
Task Force on Adoption. He is a Mem-
ber of the Advisory Committee to the
Joint State Government Commission on
Adoption and has also served as a
Member of the Sub-Committee on Gen-
der Bias and Family Law Workgroup to
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Com-
mittee on Racial and Gender Bias in
the Judicial System. Mahood has
served as a member of Council to both
the PBA and ACBA Family Law Sec-
tions. He is a former Governor of the
Allegheny County Bar Association and
has served on its Public Service, Civil
Procedural Rules, and Special Fee
Determination Committees. He is a fel-
low of the American Academy of Matri-
monial Lawyers and serves as Chair of
the national AAML Amicus Committee.

Mahood is a former President of the
Pennsylvania Chapter of the AAML. He
has served as a member of the Board of

Directors of Neighborhood Legal Serv-
ices Association and is a Past President
of NLSA. He has also served as Co-
Chair of the Campaign Committee of
the Equal Justice Campaign benefiting
NLSA and its operations in Allegheny,
Beaver, Butler, and Lawrence Counties.
Mahood is a recipient of the Marjorie
H. Matson Civil Libertarian Award,
received the first Career Achievement
Pro Bono Award from the Allegheny
County Bar Association in 2004, and
with his firm was recipient of the first
Quality of Life Award from the ACBA
in 2001.

Mahood was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Stanton D. Levenson
received both his

u n d e r g r a d u a t e
degree (1963) and
law degree (1966)
from the University
of Pittsburgh. He
specializes in crimi-
nal defense, both
state and federal.
He has served in
various groups of
the ACBA including

the Judiciary Committee, the Judicial
Merit Selection Committee, the Special
Fee Determination Committee, the Fed-
eral Court Section, and the Lawyer
Referral Committee, as well as the Asso-
ciation of Trial Lawyers in Criminal
Court. Levenson is a past president of
the Pennsylvania Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers. He is also a mem-
ber of the American Board of Criminal
Lawyers and the National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers. He is a
member of and has served on various
committees of the American Bar Associ-
ation. He is a frequent lecturer on crim-
inal defense topics.

Levenson was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

James R. Mall
has been a prac-

ticing lawyer at
Meyer, Unkovic &
Scott LLP in Pitts-
burgh for the past
29 years. He serves
as chair of the
firm’s Construction
Law Group and is a
member of the
Business and Tort
Litigation Groups.

He concentrates his practice in con-
struction and commercial litigation,
land use, and zoning. In addition to
construction related work, Mr. Mall
serves as counsel to the Hampton
Township Zoning Hearing Board.

Mall formerly chaired the Public
Relations Committee and the Construc-
tion Section of the Allegheny County
Bar Association. He is also a member
of the Academy of Trial Lawyers of
Allegheny County. He has three

degrees from the University of Notre
Dame, a bachelor of business adminis-
tration degree in management, a mas-
ter’s in business administration degree,
and a juris doctorate. Prior to joining
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott LLP, Mall
served as a law clerk on the Common-
wealth Court of Pennsylvania.

Mall was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

John A. Bass
has been a share-

holder at Grogan
Graffam, P.C. since
1994. As a member
of the firm’s Profes-
sional Liability
Practice Group, he
concentrates his
practice in the area
of medical malprac-
tice and nursing
home defense. Bass

is an experienced trial attorney and has
successfully defended hospitals, physi-
cians, and other health care providers
on a variety of matters throughout the
Commonwealth. He has also practiced
extensively before the appellate courts
of Pennsylvania.

Bass received his J.D. from
Duquesne University School of Law in
1988 and his B.A. from Emory Univer-
sity in 1984. He is a member of the
Academy of Trial Lawyers of Alleghe-
ny County, the Pennsylvania Defense
Institute, and the Defense Research
Institute. He is also a member of the
Pennsylvania and Allegheny County
Bar Associations, as well as a Fellow of
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
His community activities include serv-
ing on the Board of Directors of HOPE
Network, a non-profit organization that
provides education and athletic activi-
ties for handicapped youth and adults.
He serves as co-chair of their Hoops
Classic Basketball Tournament. Bass is
also on the board of the Lee W. Bass,
M.D. Community Pediatric Lecture
Series Endowment, which supports
programs on behalf of Children’s Hos-
pital of Pittsburgh.

Bass was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Susan DiGirolamo
is a sole practi-

tioner, practicing in
Allegheny County
for more than 15
years. She is a grad-
uate of Allegheny
College and earned
her law degree from
the University of
Pittsburgh. DiGiro-
lamo is Secretary of
the Sole and Small

Firm Practitioners Section of the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association and has
served two terms as Chair of the Sole
and Small Firm Practitioners Section of
the Allegheny County Bar Association.

Continued from page 5
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She is a Council member of the Family
Law Section of the ACBA and has
served as a member of the ACBA Nom-
inating Committee. She is a Fellow of
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.

DiGirolamo is a founding member of
CLASP, the Collaborative Law Associa-
tion of Southwest Pennsylvania. She is
also trained as a mediator. She serves as
President of the Board of Attack The-
atre, a contemporary dance company.

DiGirolamo was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Sabrina Korbel
is an attorney

with the Civil Law
Project of the
Women’s Center
and Shelter of
Greater Pittsburgh.
She practices pri-
marily in the area
of family law with
an emphasis in rep-
resenting victims
of domestic vio-

lence. Korbel has extensive trial and
litigation experience in the Family
Division representing clients in Pro-
tection from Abuse hearings, custody
trials, equitable distribution and
divorce proceedings, a variety of
motions and conciliations, and com-
plex support matters. She also appears
with her clients in the Juvenile Divi-
sion and Orphans’ Court Division and
before the minor judiciary. Korbel also
represents her clients in appellate
matters before the Superior Court.

She is a member of the ACBA and
participates in its Family Law Section
and Juvenile Law Committee. Korbel
co-chairs the Family Law Section Pub-
lic Service Committee and is a member
of the Juvenile Law Committee’s Mem-
bership Committee. She is a regular
instructor for the Neighborhood Legal
Services Association’s pro bono
PFA/CLE program and serves as a
mentor for pro bono attorneys. She has
participated in various projects in the
local justice system, including the Fam-
ily Division’s Greenbook Initiative
Project; the Allegheny County Domes-
tic Violence Task Force; and the
Domestic Relations Pro Se Litigant
Program. She speaks locally at confer-
ences and workshops regarding inti-
mate partner violence and family law
matters. She is a member of the
Women’s Bar Association, a regular
participant in the Matrimonial Inns of
Court, and serves on the Court’s Com-
mittee of the National Council of Jew-
ish Women’s Children’s Room. Korbel
is a 2002 graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law. She volun-
teers her time through the White Oak
Heights Women’s Club and the White
Oak Heights Civic Association in the
North Hills where she resides with her
husband and two daughters.

Korbel was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Kelly A. Williams
is a litigator and

senior associate at
Picadio Sneath
Miller & Norton,
P.C. Williams focus-
es her practice on
complex commer-
cial litigation,
insurance cover-
age, and intellectu-
al property law, and
she handles all

phases of litigation in state and federal
courts. She also has experience with
complex e-discovery. She graduated
from The Ohio State University in 1991
with honors, and received her J.D.
from the Temple University School of
Law in 1994. Williams has been active-
ly involved with the ACBA and the
community for many years. She has
been a member of the ACBA Public
Service Committee since 2005, serving
as the Chair of the Committee’s Volun-
teer Recognition Event since 2008. She
also serves on the following Commit-
tees for the Women in the Law Divi-
sion: (1) Program Committee, Vice
Chair; (2) Nomination Committee; and
(3) Blueprints for Balance Committee,
Vice Chair.

Williams volunteers for Allegheny
County’s mortgage foreclosure concili-
ation and child custody conciliation
programs. In addition, she served as a
member of the board of directors of
Sojourner House, a United Way mem-
ber agency, chairing two fundraising
events for this organization, which pro-
vides shelter and treatment for addict-
ed women and their children. Williams
is also active in the international organ-
ization DRI, the Voice of the Defense
Bar, serving on the Women in the
Courtroom Committee and the Sharing
Success Seminar Steering Committee.

Williams was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

P. Brennan Hart
is a partner in

the firm of Pietra-
gallo Gordon Alfano
Bosick and Raspan-
ti, LLP. He serves as
co-chairman of the
Professional Liabil-
ity Practice Group
and co-chairman of
the Defense Litiga-
tion Practice Group.
He graduated from

Duquesne University School of Law and
began his career as Assistant District
Attorney. Hart serves as a hearing offi-
cer for the Disciplinary Board of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

Hart is a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association and the Acade-
my of Trial Lawyers. He is a member
of the Board of the National Kidney
Foundation of The Alleghenies, and a
member of the Board of Governors of
the Duquesne Law Alumni Association.

Hart was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Dennis J. Kusturiss
is a member of

Vuono & Gray, LLC.
His practice focus-
es on civil litigation,
family law, com-
mercial law, and
employment and
labor law. He was
admitted to the
Pennsylvania bar in
1978. Kusturiss
graduated from the

University of Pittsburgh in 1972. He
obtained his J.D. from the Delaware
Law School of Widener University in
1978. He was an associate editor of the
Law Review. Kusturiss is a member of
the Allegheny County and Pennsylva-
nia Bar Associations. He is a member
of the Civil Litigation, Family Law, and
Federal Court Sections of both bar
associations. He has been on the ACBA
Civil Litigation Section Council since
1999 and is Chair-elect. He previously
served on the Alternate Dispute Reso-
lution Committee. Kusturiss served as
a Special Master in the Court of Com-
mon Pleas of Allegheny County pro-
gram and conciliated and adjudicated
cases. He has participated in the Fami-
ly Division Inns of Court since 2005. He
served as a High School Mock Trial
Competition juror from 2001 through
2004 and been a Moot Court Judge at
the University of Pittsburgh for a num-
ber of years.

Kusturiss has coached T-Ball and
youth soccer. He has served on the
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
Parish Council, chaired its House Com-
mittee since 1993, and has been a day
chair and volunteer at its annual food
festival since 1985. He is a pro bono
legal adviser to the Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of Pittsburgh and is on the
Board of Directors of Mt. Tabor Min-
istries. Kusturiss served on a commit-
tee to interview and recommend appli-
cants to the United States Military
Academies at West Point and Annapolis
from 1997 through 2006.

Kusturiss was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Suzanne M. Swan
graduated from

Penn State Univer-
sity with a B.A. in
applied linguistics
in 1981 and
received a J.D.
from the Washing-
ton College of Law
at American Uni-
versity in 1985. Her
legal career began
in government

service with the U.S. Department of
Transportation and the Administrative
Office of the U.S. Courts. Upon subse-
quently returning to Pittsburgh and

drawn towards public interest work,
she took a position as an appellate
attorney with the Allegheny County
Public Defender’s Office. She also
maintained a private practice litigating
criminal cases, as well as FELA and
admiralty law appeals before the Court
of Common Pleas, and the Superior,
Supreme, and Commonwealth Courts
of Pennsylvania. In 2000, she became
the Chief of the Appellate Division of
the Public Defender’s Office. She has
served on the Board of Directors for
the Public Defender Association of
Pennsylvania, and is an active member
of the ACBA Criminal Litigation Sec-
tion. Her relevant community service
includes serving as a judge for the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Intercollegiate
Trial Advocacy Competition and as a
director for the ABA VITA program.

Swan was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Jeffrey A. Kubay
is a 1995 gradu-

ate of the Duquesne
University School
of Law where he
served as a
research editor of
the Duquesne Law
Review. Following
graduation, he
served as a judicial
law clerk to the
Honorable Marilyn

Horan of the Butler County Court of
Common Pleas. Currently, he is an
attorney with Wayman, Irvin &
McAuley, LLC, where he concentrates
his practice in civil litigation. He has
practiced in all divisions of the Courts
of Common Pleas of counties through-
out western Pennsylvania and has
argued cases before the state Superior
Court and Supreme Court. He has also
practiced in the United States District
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania, as well as the United States
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.
Kubay also serves as a Special Arbitra-
tor for the Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas Arbitration Division.

His ACBA involvement includes mem-
bership in the Civil Litigation and Envi-
ronmental Law Sections. He has served
as a member of the ACBA Fee Dispute
Committee and has given presentations to
area senior citizens through the Young
Lawyers Section Public Service Com-
mittee. He has participated in KD &
You and the Law and the ACBA/KDKA
Military and Veterans Legal Advice Day
programs. He is a member of the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association’s Civil Litiga-
tion Section and is a regular contributor
to the Section’s newsletter. In addition to
his bar association activities, Kubay has
served as an advocate on internet safety
for the Office of the Attorney General’s
Operation Safe Surf Program.

Kubay was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Continued on page 8
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Bruce E. Rende
is a senior part-

ner at Robb
Leonard Mulvihill.
He has been with
the law firm since
1988. He graduated
summa cum laude
from Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsyl-
vania in 1985
receiving a bache-
lors of arts. He

received his juris doctorate from the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
cum laude in 1988. Rende has signifi-
cant litigation experience in the areas
of commercial litigation, professional
liability litigation, extra-contractual
insurance litigation, and insurance cov-
erage and insurance related litigation.
He is a frequent lecturer on a variety of
topics related to civil litigation includ-
ing bad faith, insurance coverage, and
other insurance related subjects.
Rende is a Fellow in the Academy of
Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County.

He has been active in the Allegheny
County Bar Association. He served as
Chair of the Bench-Bar Conference
Committee in 2003. He has previously
served as Vice-Chair of the Committee.
He is an active member of the Pennsyl-
vania Bar Association, where he cur-
rently serves as a Member of the House
of Delegates and as an invited member
of the President’s Task Force on the
Legal Needs of Middle Income People.
In addition to his professional associa-
tions, Rende serves as volunteer coun-
sel to the Junior League of Pittsburgh
and donates his time on behalf of the
Muscular Dystrophy Association. He
currently lives in Marshall Township.

Rende was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Michael A. Steger
is a graduate of

the University of
Pittsburgh and
received his law
degree from the
University of Tulsa
College of Law. Steg-
er has been a sole
practitioner since
1992, when he left
the law firm of Smi-
ley, McGinty & Steg-

er. His practice is concentrated in all
aspects of family law and decedent
estate administration. He currently
serves as a member of the ACBA Fam-
ily Law Opinions Committee and the
Guidelines Committee. Steger is a cur-
rent member and past president of the
American Inns of Court’s Pittsburgh
Matrimonial Chapter. He is trained in
collaborative law and is currently a
member of the Collaborative Law Asso-
ciation of Southwestern Pa. He has
served as faculty for the Pennsylvania
Bar Institute’s program “Fundamen-
tals of Family Law.” He has also served
on the Pennsylvania Disciplinary
Board as a Board Officer and there-
after as Board Chairman.

Steger was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Steven C. Townsend
is a graduate of

Indiana State Uni-
versity (B.A. in
criminal justice)
and University of
Pittsburgh School
of Law (J.D., civil
litigation certifi-
cate). He currently
serves as a Crimi-
nal Justice Act
Panel Attorney for

the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania and as a mem-
ber of the Conflict Attorney Panel for
Beaver County. Prior to becoming a
member of the firm Eddy DeLuca
Gravina & Townsend, he worked as an
Assistant Public Defender for Alleghe-
ny County. His practice focuses on
many areas of law with an emphasis in
federal and state criminal law.

He is an annual speaker and faculty
member for the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute’s Criminal Law Update and is
also a member of the following ACBA
groups: Family Law Section, Military
and Veterans Affairs Committee, and
Sole and Small Firm Practitioners Sec-
tion. He serves as a Board Member for
Riverside Center for Innovation and as
a member of the Allegheny County Vet-
eran’s Court Task Force. Townsend is
admitted to the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania,
and the U.S. District Court for the Cen-
tral District of Illinois.

Townsend was nominated by the
ACBA Nominating Committee.

Deborah A. Kane
is a partner with

Weber Gallagher
Simpson Stapleton
Fires & Newby,
LLP, where she spe-
cializes in litigation
and trial work, with
an emphasis on
employment law
and general civil
litigation. Her
employment prac-

tice includes the defense of employers
in all types of employment cases,
including wage and hour claims, dis-
crimination, harassment, and wrongful
termination. In addition to litigation,
her employment practice includes pro-
viding advice to employers in all areas
of employment law to ensure compli-
ance with federal, state, and local laws
and regulations.

Kane also has extensive experience
in litigating general civil matters,
including medical malpractice defense,
fraud, defamation, products liability,
and contract actions. Her litigation
experience includes jury and non-jury
trials, arbitrations, mediations and all
other aspects of litigation, in both state
and federal court. Prior to joining
Weber Gallagher, Kane was an associ-
ate with M.J. Tindall & Associates in
Pittsburgh. Prior to moving to the Pitts-
burgh area in 2003, she practiced law
for seven years in California, where she
represented defendants in employment
and commercial litigation matters.

Kane was nominated by the ACBA
Nominating Committee.

Young Lawyers Division

Chair-elect

Julie R. (Yarzebinski) Colton
is currently Sec-

retary of the YLD
and served as a
Council member
prior to holding an
office. She was a
member of the Bar
Leadership Initia-
tive class where she
co-chaired her class
project that focused
on educating youth

about their legal rights associated with
domestic violence. Colton is active on
the Education and Public Service Com-
mittees of the YLD, participating in
various YLD programs. She is active in
the ACBA Public Service Committee
and Family Law Section, serves as a
board member of Urban Youth Action,
and volunteers with the Pro Bono PFA
program. Colton is an associate at the
Family Legal Center and graduated
from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law.

Erin M. Lucas
is a 2004 graduate of the University

of Notre Dame Law School and
received her B.S. from Carnegie Mellon

University in 2001.
She is a member of
the Pennsylvania
and Washington
D.C. bars and is an
associate attorney
at Manion, McDo-
nough & Lucas, a
litigation boutique
firm in downtown
Pittsburgh. Lucas is
an active partici-

pant in the firm’s commercial litigation
practice representing both plaintiffs
and defendants in the full range of dis-
putes affecting business, such as those
involving commercial contracts, securi-
ties law, employment matters, and avia-
tion disaster and other tort-based
claims. While in law school, she
interned in the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the Western District of Pennsylva-
nia (White Collar Crime Division), the
St. Joseph County Public Defender’s
Office in South Bend, Indiana, and the
Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office
(Narcotics and Organized Crime
Branch). She has been very active in
the YLD for the past four years. Cur-
rently, she is completing her second
year on YLD Council and serves as the
Member Services Committee Council
Co-Chair for 2009-2010 where she over-
sees all YLD Member Services events
and programs. Lucas also personally
chairs numerous YLD Member Service
events, including co-chairing the YLD
Golf Outing for the past three years and
chairing the 2009 YLD Skate-a-thon.
Additionally, she was a member of the
2007 BLI Class. Her pro bono activities
include volunteering for Neighborhood
Legal Service’s PFA program and serv-
ing as legal counsel for Hello Bully, a
Pittsburgh-based animal welfare organ-
ization that works with abused and
abandoned pitbulls.

Secretary

Tara Stevens Rodrigues
is an associate

attorney for Matis
Baum Rizza O’Con-
nor, P.C. She
concentrates her
practice in civil
litigation with an
emphasis in the
areas of profess-
ional malpractice,
hospital/healthcare
law, and insurance

defense. Rodrigues is currently serving
on the YLD Council. She serves as the
co-liaison between Council and
Duquesne University School of Law,
educating and mentoring law students
on the benefits of the ACBA and prac-
ticing law in Pittsburgh. She was previ-
ously a member of the 2007-2008 Bar
Leadership Initiative class. Her class
was responsible for creating the Juve-
nile Domestic Violence Project which
educated teens on the legal remedies
and consequences of youth violence.

She is currently a member of the
YLD Education Committee. In 2009, she
co-chaired the Young Litigators Series.
She has also acted as the program coor-
dinator for several lunch and learns.
She actively participates in the Member
Services Committee which organizes
many events that benefit the lawyers of
Allegheny County as well as the public
in surrounding communities. Through
this Committee, she organized the
“Passing the Bar Bash” to encourage
and help new lawyers who are begin-
ning to practice in Allegheny County.
She continues to be actively involved in
the Stepping Out program, the Chil-
dren’s Holiday Party, Wills for Heroes,
and Pro-Bono Day. She serves as a law
school mentor through the YLD’s men-
tor/mentee program. She has also volun-
teered as a judge for several student
trial advocacy competitions.

Jessica L. Crown
is a graduate of Elmira College and

earned her law degree from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law in
2007. Crown is an associate with the
Law Offices of Patricia L. McGrail,

Continued from page 7
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LLC. She has been
an active member
of the Allegheny
County Bar Associ-
ation since her sec-
ond year of law
school. Crown cur-
rently sits on the
Young Lawyers
Division Council
and is a member of
its Public Service

Committee where she was a founding
member of the Practicing Green Sub-
committee and the Military Veterans
Program. She also is a graduate of the
Bar Leadership Initiative class of
2008, where her class project was to
organize the bar association’s first pro
bono day. Following that project,
Crown was named as co-chair of the
Allegheny County Wills for Heroes
program so that volunteer attorneys
could continue to provide estate plan-
ning documents to first-responders.
She has also been an active participant
in the Children’s Holiday Party, Very
Important Papers, Stepping Out pro-
gram, and the Skate-a-thon. Crown
also volunteers her time as a pro bono
attorney for Neighborhood Legal Serv-
ices Protection from Abuse program
and at the Focus on Renewal Legal
Clinic in McKees Rocks.

Treasurer

Jill M. Albrecht
is a graduate of

the University of
Pittsburgh and
earned her law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2007.
Albrecht is an asso-
ciate at Dickie,
McCamey &
Chilcote, P.C. She

was a member of the 2008-2009 ACBA
Bar Leadership Initiative Class and is a
member of both the Member Services
and Public Service Committees of the
Young Lawyers Division, in addition to
serving as the YLD Treasurer. Albrecht
is the co-chair of the Stepping Out pro-
gram which sends attorney volunteers
to area high schools to give presenta-
tions on how legal rights and responsi-
bilities change after graduation.
Albrecht is active in the Pro Bono Part-
nership, initiating a signature project
(The Millvale Legal Clinic) at her firm,
and also volunteers with Operation
Safety Net and its Legal Clinic. She
serves as a pro bono attorney for
Neighborhood Legal Services Associa-
tion’s Protection from Abuse program
and is a volunteer attorney for depen-
dant children through KidsVoice.
Albrecht sits on the Woodlands Foun-
dation Board of Directors, a foundation
and local facility which serves children
and young adults with disabilities and
chronic illness.

Melissa L. Ruefle Spencer
is a 1998 gradu-

ate of Westminster
College and earned
her law degree
from Duquesne
Law School in 2003
as a member of the
evening program.
Ruefle is an associ-
ate at Caroselli
Beachler McTier-
nan & Conboy in the

firm’s asbestos litigation practice. She
is very active in the Alumni Association
of Westminster College, where she is
the vice-president of the Alumni Coun-
cil and a member of the Pittsburgh
regional alumni committee. She was a
member of the BLI class of 2004-2005
and a member of YLD council from
2005 to 2008. She has been on the YLD
Education Committee since 2004 and
has chaired the Committee for the past
three years. She is active in her home
community of Castle Shannon and is an
active volunteer with Riverside Com-
munity Church in Oakmont.

Council

(5 two-year terms, 1 one-year term)

Douglas M. Grimsley
is an associate of

Dickie, McCamey &
Chilcote, P.C. He is
a member of the
firm’s Commercial
Law and Litigation
Group, Product Lia-
bility Group, and
Corporate Services
Group. He concen-
trates his practice
in the areas of com-

mercial law and product liability law,
with a particular emphasis in commer-
cial litigation. In addition to his litiga-
tion practice, Doug currently serves as
National Coordinating Discovery Coun-
sel for a multinational corporation.

Grimsley graduated cum laude from
Old Dominion University and received
his J.D. from the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law, where he gradu-
ated magna cum laude and Order of the
Coif. While in law school, he served as
managing editor of Law Review. He
has been active on the organizing com-
mittee for the ACBA’s annual golf event
and serves as the coordinator for Dick-
ie McCamey’s Child Custody Pro Bono
Project in conjunction with the
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas, Family Division.

Joseph R. Froetschel
is an associate at

Gismondi & Associ-
ates. He attended
the University of
Pittsburgh where he
received both his
law degree and his
bachelor’s degree,
majoring in history,
politics, and philos-
ophy. Froetschel
was a member of

the 2008-2009 Bar Leadership Initiative,
during which he helped arrange and
organize the Wills for Heroes pro bono
project, providing free estate docu-
ments for City of Pittsburgh Police offi-
cers. He is currently the PBA’s Western
District Co-Coordinator for Wills for
Heroes, planning and overseeing
numerous projects for first responders
in Allegheny County and throughout
other counties in western Pennsylvania.

Froetschel is currently co-chair of
the YLD Member Services Committee,
where he has both planned and partici-
pated in the Comedy Night fundraiser,
Skate-a-thon, and Rollin’ with the
Judges. He is an active member of the
YLD Public Service Committee, partic-
ipating in projects such as the Chil-
dren’s Holiday Party, Stepping Out, and
Attorneys Against Hunger. He is also a
member of the ACBA Civil Rules Com-
mittee and has acted as chair of sever-
al subcommittees. He has served as a
pro bono attorney for the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation’s Custody Con-
ciliation program, Neighborhood Legal
Services Association’s Protection from
Abuse program, and the Student
Expulsion Hearing Project through the
Academy of Trial Lawyers.

Reid P. Meyer
is a graduate of

the Pennsylvania
State University
and earned his law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2005. He is a
Senior Consultant
practicing with
Deloitte Tax LLP’s
International Tax

group. He is looking to get more
involved with the YLD and programs to
provide resources for young lawyers
practicing outside of traditional, large-
firm settings. Meyer resides with his
wife and daughter in Squirrel Hill.

Kevin M. Eddy
is an associate with Burns, White &

Hickton. He is a 2004 graduate of the

University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law and a 2001
graduate of Cani-
sius College. He is
currently a member
of the Young
Lawyers Division
Council. He has
been a Council
member since 2006.
From 2007-2009, he

was the co-chair of the Member Servic-
es Committee. During his time as co-
chair, Eddy assisted in the numerous
events sponsored by the Member Serv-
ices Committee, including the Holiday
Party, new admittees reception, annual
golf outing, and comedy night. He was
a member of the 2005-2006 Bar Lead-
ership Initiative class.

Nadia V. Lazo
is a graduate of

the University of
North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and
earned her law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2008. Lazo is
an associate at JBM
Legal, LLC. She is
the sole member of

the firm’s General Litigation Group.
Lazo has been an active member of the
Young Lawyers Division Public Service
Committee and Diversity Committee
and had been an active participant in
the Children’s Holiday Party and lead-
ing initiatives increasing minority par-
ticipation within the Young Lawyers
Division. She is also an active member
of the ACBA Hispanic Attorneys Com-
mittee and the ACBA Sole and Small
Firm Practitioners Section. She also
serves as a pro bono attorney for

Neighborhood Legal Services Associa-
tion’s Protection from Abuse and Cus-
tody Conciliation Programs.

Regina Wilson
is an associate

with Goehring, Rut-
ter, and Boehm. She
is a 2007 graduate of
the University of
Pittsburgh School of
Law. While in law
school, she was a
Certified Legal
Intern at the Com-
munity Economic
Development Clinic.

Wilson graduated cum laude from Bald-
win-Wallace College where she majored
in French and international studies.
After college, she did a year-long teach-
ing assistantship in Provins, France. She
was a member of the 2008-2009 BLI
class. Wilson is a member of the YLD
Public Service and Diversity Commit-
tees, as well as the Attorneys Against
Hunger Committee. She was a member
of the 2009 Pro Bono Rocks! steering
committee. She currently serves as Sec-
retary and President-Elect of the
Homer S. Brown Law Association.

Les A. Goldstrom, Jr.
is employed at

Bombardier Trans-
portation Systems
Division as legal
counsel in the Con-
tracts Department.
He is active in the
YLD Public Service
Committee and cur-
rently serves as Co-
Chair of the YLD
PSC Military Veter-

ans Program Subcommittee. Gold-
strom has been a member of the ACBA

Continued on page 10
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Civil Litigation Section Council since
2007. He was a member of the 2008-
2009 Bar Leadership Initiative class
and during that time served as Chair of
the E-Filing Sub-Committee for the
inaugural YLD Pro Bono Day event in
February 2009. Goldstrom has been an
active participant with the Children’s
Holiday Party, Stepping Out program,
Very Important Papers project, and
numerous other activities and events of
the YLD. He is active in numerous
functions in his local church, where he
currently serves in several leadership
roles. Goldstrom earned his law degree
from Duquesne University School of
Law in 2001 and his bachelor of science
degree in biology/chemistry from Bob
Jones University.

Audrey K. Kwak
is a graduate of

Brown University
and obtained her
law degree from
Boston College Law
School in 2005. She
is an associate at
Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott,
LLC specializing in
construction and
complex business

litigation. She has been an active mem-
ber of the ACBA since graduation from
law school and has served as a Council
member of the Construction Law Sec-
tion and as a member of the Diversity
Collaborative Committee. She current-
ly serves as Chair of the Asian Attor-
neys Committee.

Hope Guy
has co-chaired

the Military Appre-
ciation Project and
the Children’s Holi-
day Party for youth
in homeless and
domestic violence
shelters. She is also
the county’s Co-
Coordinator for the
High School Mock
Trial Competition.

She has volunteered with the Wills for
Heroes, Very Important Papers (VIP),
Stepping Out, and Going Green pro-
grams, as well as the 2010 Comedy
Night. She is a graduate of the Bar
Leadership Initiative (BLI) Program.
In addition to her activities with the
Allegheny County Bar Association, she
is presently running for Chair-Elect of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division and is an
active member of the Children’s Rights
Committee. She is a frequent lecturer
on legal ethics and children’s rights.
For over four years, Guy has served as
guardian ad litem for abused and ne-
glected children of Allegheny County.

As a Staff Attorney for the non-profit
agency of KidsVoice, she litigates cases
on behalf of these children in Magistrate
Courts, the Court of Common Pleas
Dependency Court, Orphans’ Court, and
the Superior Court of Pennsylvania.

Lawrence H. Baumiller
is a 2002 gradu-

ate of Allegheny
College and earned
his law degree from
the University of
Pittsburgh School
of Law in 2005.
Upon graduation,
Baumiller worked
as an associate at
Friedman and
Friedman, P.C. until

taking a position as an Assistant City
Solicitor at the City of Pittsburgh
Department of Law in 2006. His prac-
tice areas are zoning and land use, tort
defense, and civil rights litigation. He
is currently a member of YLD Council
and is the Secretary/Treasurer of the
American Inns of Court, Pittsburgh
Chapter. Baumiller was a member of
the YLD’s 2007-2008 Bar Leadership
Initiative class and has been an active
participant in the YLD Member Servic-

es Committee, Very Important Papers
project, and Children’s Holiday Party.
Additionally, he judges the National
High School Mock Trial Championship.

Women in the Law Division

Vice-chair

Beverly A. Block
is an associate in

the Litigation Serv-
ices Group at Sher-
rard, German &
Kelly, P.C., where
she represents
small business own-
ers, property own-
ers, and employers
in civil and com-
mercial matters in
federal and state

court. She has served as a federal judi-
cial law clerk in the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court and began her legal career at a
large international law firm. Block
earned her B.A. with distinction from
the University of Michigan, and her
juris doctor from the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law.

Block is currently on the Executive
Council for the Women in the Law Divi-
sion. For the past five years, she has
been a regular attendee of the WLD
meetings, and in the last few years has
taken on additional leadership roles,
including Chair of Public Relations,
participation in the planning and coor-
dination of the WLD’s annual meeting,
and a member of the Blueprints for
Balance Subcommittee. She is also a
member of the Gender Bias Committee
of the WLD. Block serves as a City
Commissioner on the Propel Pitts-
burgh Commission and is active in a
number of other non-profit organiza-
tions including the United Jewish Fed-
eration and the National Council of
Jewish Women.

Carrie Matesevac Collins
has been an

active participant
in the ACBA
Women in the Law
Division since 2002.
Collins is currently
serving as Chair of
the Blueprints for
Balance Commit-
tee, which focuses
on issues of work-
ing families. She

served as Treasurer for the 2007-2009
fiscal years and assisted in expanding
WLD programming. She has held
numerous positions within the WLD,
including serving as the Chair of the
Division, Co-chair of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee, and as a member of the
Gender Equality Task Force. Collins
serves as the Executive Director, Gift
Planning and Stewardship at Duquesne
University, where she is responsible for
the creation and maintenance of a com-
prehensive program to generate donor
support to the university through a
variety of complex charitable gifts. She
also serves as legal counsel for the
Division of University Advancement,
advising administrators and donors as
to the legal and tax implications of
making certain gifts. She graduated
from the University of Pittsburgh and
from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law and obtained a master of
arts in leadership and liberal studies
from Duquesne University.

Treasurer
Jeanine L. DeBor

is the Director of
Law Alumni Rela-
tions at Duquesne
University School of
Law. She received
her B.A. cum laude
from Duquesne
University and her
J.D. from The Dick-
inson School of Law.
Prior to her employ-
ment at Duquesne

University, she was a child advocate at
KidsVoice, representing abused and
neglected children in Allegheny County.

She previously practiced law in the
areas of workers’ compensation, Social
Security disability, and commercial liti-
gation. She also clerked with the Honor-
able Sheryl Ann Dorney, York County
Court of Common Pleas.

DeBor has been an active member of
the Women in the Law Division of the
Allegheny County Bar Association
since 2003, having served as a council
member, secretary, and currently,
treasurer. She is a Fellow of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation and
also serves on the ACBA Finance Com-
mittee and the ACBA Gender Bias Sub-
committee. She is a member of the
Women’s Bar Association of Western
PA and the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion. She serves on the board of
SharpVisions, is immediate past-presi-
dent of Soroptimist International of
Pittsburgh (a non-profit professional
and business women’s organization),
and is a deacon at Brentwood Presbyte-
rian Church.

Secretary

Cami L. Davis
is an associate in

Thorp Reed & Arm-
strong, LLP’s Labor
& Employment Law
Practice Group. She
received her B.A.
from Dickinson
College in 2000 and
her J.D. from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2003.

Davis served as a member of the
Women in the Law Division’s Execu-
tive Council from 2005 until 2008, when
she was elected as Secretary of the
WLD, a position she has held since
then. In addition to serving as Co-Chair
of the WLD’s Annual Meeting and
Mansmann Award Committee, she has
also been a member of a number of
other committees.

Council

(6 three-year terms)

Jill M. Albrecht
is a graduate of

the University of
Pittsburgh and
earned her law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law
in 2007. Albrecht is
an associate at Dick-
ie, McCamey &
Chilcote, P.C. She
was a member of

the 2008-2009 ACBA Bar Leadership
Initiative Class and is a member of both
the Member Services and Public Serv-
ice Committees of the Young Lawyers
Division, in addition to serving as the
YLD Treasurer. Albrecht is the co-chair
of the Stepping Out program which
sends attorney volunteers to area high
schools to give presentations on how
legal rights and responsibilities change
after graduation. Albrecht is active in
the Pro Bono Partnership, initiating a
signature project (The Millvale Legal
Clinic) at her firm, and also volunteers
with Operation Safety Net and its Legal
Clinic. She serves as a pro bono attorney
for Neighborhood Legal Services Asso-
ciation’s Protection from Abuse pro-
gram and is a volunteer attorney for
dependant children through KidsVoice.
Albrecht sits on the Woodlands Founda-
tion Board of Directors, a foundation
and local facility which serves children
and young adults with disabilities and
chronic illness.

Shannon F. Barkley
has been

employed in the
government and as
an in-house corpo-
rate attorney. She is
currently active in
the Women and the
Law Division in the
Professional Devel-
opment and the
Resources Reposi-

tory Committees. She is also a member
of the Wage Gap & Gender Equity Com-
mittee as well as a member of the
Women’s Bar Association. She is a vol-
unteer attorney for the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Foundation Indigent Divorce
Program (1998-present) and a volun-
teer for the Opinion Editorial Staff of
the Pittsburgh Legal Journal (2004-
present). She has authored articles for
the Lawyers Journal and has been very
active in the Young Lawyers Division.
She is also active in the Association of
Municipal and School Solicitors, where
she has served on the newsletter and
legislation committees and was a for-
mer trustee of the association.

Nicola Henry-Taylor
is a sole practi-

tioner with 13
years’ legal experi-
ence having served
as both an Assistant
District Attorney
and as a firm attor-
ney. In her six years
as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney, she
was the sole prose-
cutor responsible

for managing the Allegheny County
Mental Health Court (MHC). Henry-
Taylor served as the chief law clerk to
two president judges of the Court of
Common Pleas. Her practice focuses
on family law and criminal defense.

Henry-Taylor is the founding mem-
ber and Immediate Past Chair of the
Allegheny County Bar Association
Diversity Collaborative. She serves on
the Executive Council of the ACBA
Women in the Law Division where she
chairs three subcommittees: Diversity
Collaborative, Program Development,
and Professional Development. She is
the Vice Chair of the ACBA Judiciary
Committee. In addition, she is an active
member of the PBA Minority Bar Com-
mittee (MBC), where she collaborated
with committee members in the plan-
ning business development programs.
She is also a member of the Law Day
Subcommittee of the PBA MBC. She
presently serves as a Pittsburgh Legal
Leader for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association, acts as an advisor to the
Board of the Homeless Children’s Edu-
cation Fund, and is a volunteer for Gen-
esis of Pittsburgh Adoption and Foster
Care Agency.

Mauri A. Sankus
is of counsel at

Greenberg Traurig,
LLP, where her
practice includes
intellectual proper-
ty portfolio plan-
ning and manage-
ment, preparation
and prosecution of
patent applications
in a wide variety of
arts, and infringe-

ment and validity studies. For over 11
years, she has helped companies of all
sizes build and manage significant
patent portfolios, protect core tech-
nologies, develop in-house procedures,
and formulate intellectual property
strategies. Sankus earned her law
degree from the University of Pitts-
burgh. She holds a B.A. in applied
physics from Hiram College, where she
was the recipient of the Hiram College
Garfield Scholarship.

She currently serves on the bench-
marking subcommittee of the Women
in the Law Division of the Allegheny
County Bar Association and on the pro-
gramming committee of the Pittsburgh
Intellectual Property Law Association.
Her past community activities include:
Board of Directors, Child Care Coun-
cil, Inc.; Board of Directors, Rochester
Intellectual Property Law Association;
Monroe County Bar Association; New
York State Bar Association; Greater
Rochester Association of Women
Attorneys; Rochester Women’s Net-
work; Rochester High Tech Business
Council. Sankus is active with the
Sixth Presbyterian Church of Pitts-
burgh, where she teaches Sunday

Continued from page 9
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school. She resides in the Squirrel Hill
area of Pittsburgh and is married to
Andy Sankus. They have two children,
Maddie, 5, and Drew, 1.

Kathleen A. Stewart
is a Senior

Wealth Counselor
at Waldron Wealth
Management, LLC,
specializing in
estate and financial
planning. She
joined the firm in
2008 where she
provides compre-
hensive wealth
counseling. She

uses her knowledge and experience in
retirement and investment planning,
tax analysis, family wealth preserva-
tion, and estate planning to help
clients identify and assess their
financial goals while developing
customized solutions to meet their
objectives. Prior to joining Waldron,
Stewart held successive positions at
two of the areas largest regional banks
where she provided financial planning
for high net worth clients, trained
other advisors in estate and financial
planning and trust-related issues. She
also lectured on topics including busi-
ness succession, retirement, and
estate and charitable planning.

Stewart received her juris doctorate
from the Duquesne University School
of Law in 1994 and a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in business administration
in 1983 from Duquesne. She is a cur-
rent member of the Allegheny County
Bar Association and the Estate Plan-
ning Council of Pittsburgh. She resides
in the Pittsburgh area with her hus-
band, Edward and two children. She
enjoys cooking, swimming, and golfing
in her spare time.

Lyle D. Washowich
practices in the

areas of complex
commercial and
civil litigation, in
which he repre-
sents a diverse
clientele from the
financial services,
business, and man-
ufacturing sectors.
He defends clients
against common

law and statutory putative class
actions, consumer protection law
claims, and alleged financial and other
fraud charges. Washowich represents
financial organizations in mortgage
servicing, purchasing and securitiza-
tion claims. He also represents a wide
variety of businesses, manufacturing
and public sector clients in matters
concerning claims of product liability,
suits targeting third parties, unfair
competition, tortious interference, and
First Amendment and media law.

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Allegheny College with a bachelor of
arts degree, summa cum laude,
Washowich received his law degree
from Northwestern University. At
Northwestern, he was associate editor
of the Law Review, participated in the
legal clinic representing low-income
individuals, served a judicial extern-
ship for U.S. District Judge Joan
Gottschall, and participated in the
school’s inaugural trip to Tanzania to
develop a long-term research and idea-
exchange partnership.

Kelly A. Williams
is a litigator and senior associate at

Picadio Sneath Miller & Norton, P.C.
Williams focuses her practice on com-
plex commercial litigation, insurance
coverage, and intellectual property law,

and she handles all
phases of litigation
in state and federal
courts. She also has
experience with
complex e-discov-
ery. She graduated
from The Ohio State
University in 1991
with honors, and
received her J.D.
from the Temple

University School of Law in 1994.
Williams has been actively involved
with the ACBA and the community for
many years. She has been a member of
the ACBA Public Service Committee
since 2005, serving as the Chair of the
Committee’s Volunteer Recognition
Event since 2008. She also serves on

the following Committees for the
Women in the Law Division: (1) Pro-
gram Committee, Vice Chair; (2) Nom-
ination Committee; and (3) Blueprints
for Balance Committee, Vice Chair.

Williams volunteers for Allegheny
County’s mortgage foreclosure concilia-
tion and child custody conciliation pro-
grams. In addition, she served as a
member of the board of directors of
Sojourner House, a United Way mem-
ber agency, chairing two fundraising
events for this organization, which pro-
vides shelter and treatment for addict-
ed women and their children. Williams
is also active in the international organ-
ization DRI, the Voice of the Defense
Bar, serving on the Women in the Court-
room Committee and the Sharing Suc-
cess Seminar Steering Committee. ■

Young Lawyers Division
launches program to support
military and veterans
By Tracy Carbasho

The “MVP” acronym, which has
long been associated with “Most
Valuable Players” in the sports

arena, has made its way to the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Association.

The letters will have a special mean-
ing to active military personnel and
veterans thanks to the Public Service
Committee of the ACBA Young
Lawyers Division.

“Several years ago, I had the pleas-
ure of meeting a young lawyer who had
served our country during Operation
Iraqi Freedom,” said YLD Chair Marla
Presley. “Over the course of many con-
versations, I caught a glimpse into all
that he had sacrificed, and it was evi-
dent that I would likely never do any-
thing that important or selfless. He
made an incredible impact in my life.”

When Presley was first elected to
the position of chair, she already knew
that her public service project would
be one that supports the men and
women who serve our country. She met
with several veterans, active service
personnel, and members of their fami-
lies in order to determine what project
would be the most beneficial.

She passed along the input she
received during those meetings to fel-
low YLD members for discussion. The
result was Operation MVP, which
stands for Military and Veterans Proj-
ect. The effort has a dual purpose of
sending care packages to those serving
overseas and creating a website chock-
full of resources for both veterans and
active service members.

“My goal is to send 100 care pack-
ages overseas. I know this is a lofty
goal, but I have immense faith in the
YLD and the Pittsburgh legal commu-
nity,” said Presley, a senior associate
at Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak &
Stewart. “We will be looking for firms
and individuals to donate a set
amount of money to sponsor the ship-
ment of a care package. The cost will
be less than what any of us spends on
lunch in a week. This is a project that
will have an immense impact upon the
recipient for a very small contribution
from a donor.”

Anyone who would like to support
the cause with a donation should con-
tact Presley at 412-394-3334.

“We spoke with several military
organizations and developed a list of
the most requested items,” said Pres-
ley. “Many are personal items, such as
handi-wipes and powder, and snack
items, including candy and beef jerky,
that aren’t easily accessible overseas.”

Serving as co-chairs of Operation
MVP are YLD members Les Goldstrom
Jr. and Hope Guy.

Goldstrom said the cost for each box

will be $40, which includes the contents
and postage. He stressed that the cost
is a small price to pay in order to show
the soldiers they are not forgotten.

The deadline for collecting money
will be May 14 and YLD members will
gather on May 22 to pack the boxes. He
said a note will be included in each box
to thank the soldiers for their service.

“We are asking that each person
making a financial contribution or
sponsoring a box provide such a
note/letter for inclusion,” said Gold-
strom, who serves as legal advisor at
Bombardier Transportation. “As you
practice law each and every day,
remember the individuals who are cur-
rently serving and those who have
come before. Remember the sacrifices
made by those individuals which
enable us as lawyers to practice law.
The care package is a small token of
our gratitude for those sacrifices.”

Guy, a staff attorney/child advocate
at KidsVoice, has been instrumental in
ensuring the creation of a comprehen-
sive website.

“Working for KidsVoice, I was
granted the opportunity to utilize our
internal list of resources that we pro-
vide to youth who are leaving the
dependency court system,” said Guy.
“I also researched various military
websites and programs specific to the
targeted audience. I have reached out
personally to the members of the YLD
and the Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee (MVAC) to request sug-
gestions for revisions and additions to
the webpages.”

Guy has prepared nearly 30 pages of
information, a volume that is expected
to grow once she receives more input
from the MVAC. The ACBA staff will
create the layout for the new website
and a link will be provided on the asso-
ciation’s site.

A specific date of when the website
will be launched has not been deter-
mined. Once completed, the site will
feature valuable information, such as
phone numbers and web addresses for
agencies and organizations that may be
helpful to veterans, active service per-
sonnel, and their families.

For example, it will include contact
information for employment resources,
health care agencies, educational
opportunities, food banks, legal assis-
tance, homeless shelters, child care
and family services.

“I have several loved ones who have
served or who are currently serving in
our military. I have spoken with them
about what resources they would find
most beneficial and have aimed to
ensure that we include those resources
in this project,” said Guy. “Even though
we don’t see our military on the news

Continued on page 15
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Heilman receives Springer
Professionalism Award
from Inn of Court

PHOTO BY MARY KATE COLEMAN

Nancy Heilman (left) was presented with the Eric W. Springer Profession-
alism Award on February 18 at the dinner meeting of the W. Edward Sell
American Inn of Court in Pittsburgh. The award was named in honor of
Eric W. Springer (right) who was the inn’s first winner of the American
Inns of Court Professionalism Award in 2006. Heilman was the first recip-
ient of the award, which is intended to recognize a member of the inn
whose life and practice display sterling character and unquestioned
integrity, coupled with ongoing dedication to the highest standards of the
legal profession and the rule of law.

New cover sheet to be
required for commencing
most civil actions
By Stuart Ditzen

A new court form designed for
people filing civil actions is
being introduced by the

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania to
enhance the flow and analysis of the
thousands of cases processed annually
by the Courts of Common Pleas.

An order amending the Rules of
Civil Procedure to require the new civil
cover sheet was issued by the Supreme
Court on Feb. 25. The order requires
litigants to file the new form with pro-
thonotaries in Pennsylvania’s county-
level courts beginning May 26, 2010.
Civil cases include those involving
property disputes and damages, med-
ical malpractice claims and zoning and
tax assessment appeals, among other
things. The cover sheet, which will be
used in every courthouse in the state,
will include a check-off list to note the
type of claim filed.

The new rules exempt judicial dis-
tricts with electronic filing systems,
provided that the data required on the
cover sheet can be transmitted to the

AOPC by the county system. While the
AOPC systematically has gathered
aggregate caseload data for years, use
of the cover sheet is part of a broader
effort to bring about greater court uni-
fication and is designed to create the
first statewide detailed tracking by cat-
egory—and the trending upward or
downward of specific types of cases.
The data then will help pinpoint areas
to allocate resources at the state and
local levels and serve as a valuable
planning tool for court administration.

In Allegheny County, this new cover-
sheet will be in addition to the already
required coversheet. The DCR will have
copies of this new first-filing coversheet
available for individuals to fill out on
site if their first filing does not already
have the coversheet. The Supreme
Court’s order can be found on the web-
site of Pennsylvania’s Unified Judicial
System at http://www.pacourts.us/T/
SupremeCourt/SupremePostings.htm.
The form for the new civil cover sheet
can be found on the same website at
http://www.pacourts.us/Forms/Default.
htm. ■

Join the WLD in the Race
for the Cure initiative!
By Julie Meder

T he ACBA Women in the Law Divi-
sion wants you! Please join fellow
bar members, legal, and profes-

sional staff, family, and friends for the
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. We
need you to continue our trend of excel-
lent turnout from the ACBA membership
and make an impact in our community!

For the seventh year in a row, the
WLD is forming a team for the event,
scheduled for 8:30 a.m., Sunday, May 9,
at Schenley Park at Flagstaff Hill.
Nearly 40,000 people are expected at
this year’s Race for the Cure. Anyone
can participate—casual walkers, fit-
ness buffs, and/or runners. The WLD
team members can choose to partici-
pate in any of the events: a 5K run, a 5K
walk or a one-mile fun walk. Plus, WLD
team members have the opportunity to
meet at the site to participate in the
pre-race tailgate and receive a special
WLD team gift!

The Race for the Cure is an impor-
tant event for the Pittsburgh communi-
ty as a major portion of the funds raised
from the event go to providing services
in our area, such as mammograms and
screenings as well as education and
advocacy. By joining the WLD team,
you can participate in this vital cause.
Many of us have been touched in some

way by breast cancer. The WLD hosts a
team to participate in the Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure to support a
cause for battling a disease that affects
not just women, but also their spouses,
partners, families, and friends.

Together, we can make a difference.
You can be part of the community that
our WLD team creates each year
through its Race for the Cure team. It’s a
great way to get out there together, unit-
ed in a common cause, having fun and
raising money to help beat breast cancer.

Visit the website (www.pittsburgh
raceforthecure.org) and select the “Join
an Existing Team” button and use the
search screen to register as a member
of the ACBA Women in the Law Divi-
sion Team (under the “Family/Friends”
category).

If you can’t make it, you can still
“participate.” Join the team and select
the “Sleep In for the Cure” option,
which allows you to support the cause
from the comfort of your own bed. When
selecting this option you will receive an
extra-large specially designed “Sleep In
for the Cure” t-shirt. You can also help
WLD support the 2010 race just by mak-
ing a donation on behalf of the WLD
team. Credit card donations are accept-
ed on the race website.

For more information, please contact
Julie Meder at jmeder@webblaw.com. ■

Bar Briefs

Women in the Law Division Page

News and Notes
Heather S. Hei-

delbaugh, a share-
holder at Babst,
Calland, Clements,
and Zomnir, P.C.,
has been appointed
to the Pennsylvania
State Advisory
Committee of the
U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights.

◆    ◆    ◆
Emily T. Lewis,

an attorney for
Babst, Calland, Clements and Zomnir,
P.C., has been elected to the board of
directors of NEED. Her practice
involves counseling industrial and
manufacturing clients, as well as real
estate developers, regarding environ-
mental regulatory obligations, includ-
ing site remediation and cleanup
requirements. NEED is a multi-million
scholarship and college access pro-
gram which helps underrepresented,
low-income, and first-generational
youth in college and career opportuni-
ties and options.

People on the Move
Lyle Washowich,

a commercial liti-
gator representing
clients in the finan-
cial, business, and
m a n u f a c t u r i n g
industries, has
joined Burns, White
& Hickton’s Pitts-
burgh office.

◆    ◆    ◆
O’Brien, Rulis &

Bochicchio, LLC is
pleased to announce

that Nicholas A. Cerimele, III has
joined the firm’s professional liability
practice group as an associate.

◆    ◆    ◆

Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick
& Raspanti, LLP has hired five new
attorneys in its Pittsburgh office.
Martin T. Durkin, Jr. re-joins the firm
as a partner and concentrates his
practice in the areas of health care
law, corporate law, and commercial
transactions. Steven W. Hays focuses
on patent and trademark preparation
and prosecution and patent litigation.
Holly E. DiCesare’s practice centers
on creditors’ rights including collec-
tion, bankruptcy, and post judgment
proceedings. Ryan J. King is a litiga-
tor experienced in product liability,
construction and business litigation.
Timothy J. Lyon will join the firm
subsequent to his work with the Unit-
ed States Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit.

◆    ◆    ◆

Weisman Goldman Bowen & Grzy-
winski, LLP is pleased to announce
that Nicole L. Klos has joined the firm
as an associate

Changes in Status
Thomas E. Reiber is disbarred on

consent.
◆    ◆    ◆

William Floyd Conway has been
placed on temporary suspension.

◆    ◆    ◆

John Walter Gibson has been sus-
pended on March 3, 2010 from the
practice of law for a period of 120 days.

◆    ◆    ◆

Janice S. Haagensen has been
placed on administrative suspension. ■

All submissions for “Bar Briefs” or “In
Memoriam” should be sent to the atten-
tion of David Blaner, ACBA Executive
Director, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Sev-
enth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219, or e-
mailed to dblaner@acba.org.

Heather S.
Heidelbaugh

Lyle
Washowich
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

C L E  P R O G R A M S

ACBA Registration Information: Register for any of these programs via: Mail: CLE Dept., ACBA, 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Fax 412-261-6438; Phone: 412-402-6612.
PBI Registration Information: MAIL: PBI, 5080 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6903; FAX:
(717) 796-2348; PHONE: (717) 796-0804 or (800) 932-4637; ON THE WEB: www.pbi.org. All PBI CLE
programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association.

BUSINESS LAW
Contract Law for the 21st Century Lawyer

This program incorporates a totally logical implementation of
theory and practice in a unique fashion that assures

understanding and highly pragmatic utilization.
Credits: 3 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Friday, April 30, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., check-in begins
at 8:30 a.m. • Where: Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, 112 Washington Pl. • Tuition (includes
course book; a $99 value): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $269;
Member admitted after 1/1/06: $249; Nonmember: $289; Paralegals: $179; Judges & judicial law
clerks: $135; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $125. *Standard Registration - Mem-
ber-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $294; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $274; Nonmember: $314; Parale-
gals: $204; Judges & judicial law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $150.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

PLI – Pocket MBA for Lawyers 2010
For details on this program, go to www.pli.edu.

Credits: 11.5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast – Monday & Tuesday, May 3 & 4, 2010; 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.; check-in begins at 8:30 a.m., both days • Where: PBI Professional Development Con-
ference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $1,595. Regis-
ter with PBI.

PLI – Delaware Law Developments 2010:
What All Business Lawyers Need to Know

For details on this program, go to www.pli.edu.
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast – Thursday, May 6, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.;
check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $1,495. Register with PBI.

Directors’ and Officers’ Liability Insurance
What every lawyer needs to know. Panel discussion of the kinds

of activities that lead to claims and help you educate your clients
to avoiding practices that may put them in harms way.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Friday, May 7, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.; check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Para-
legals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted
after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

CIVIL LITIGATION
The Amazing Case: How to Make a

Commercial Case Come Alive!
Rare opportunity to see two Master Advocates challenge each other in

a head-to-head match up! From either side of the bar, you
gain tips to educate and persuade the jury.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credit. • When: Simulcast - Fri-
day, April 23, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional
Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and
lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $319; Member admitted after
1/1/06: $299; Nonmember: $339; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending
alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $160; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$150. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $344; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$324; Nonmember: $364; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone:
$154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $185; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $175.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

Basics of e-Discovery
This program defines electronic discovery; explains how to search for

discoverable information; how to properly produce and preserve
electronic documents; and do it all cost effectively.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Monday, April 26, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Para-
legals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted
after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

Evidence for Trial Lawyers:
An Update of Irving Younger’s Classic Presentation

Enter your next trial or hearing with confidence that you are
armed with solid working knowledge of the one area of law that each

trial attorney needs to master – evidence.

Credits: 6 substantive • When: Video Encore - Friday, April 30, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., check-
in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $319; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $299; Nonmember: $339; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $160; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $150. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$344; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $324; Nonmember: $364; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $185; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $175. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Piercing the Corporate Veil
Examines the formation, the policies & procedures that should be

followed by business to take advantage of and maximize the liability
protection of corporate status & much more!

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Wednesday, May 5, 2010; 12:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.; check-in and lunch
begin at 11:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $209; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $189; Nonmember: $229; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $105; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $95. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$234; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $214; Nonmember: $254; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $130; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $120. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Handling the Dog Bite Case
Join our experienced faculty of judges, attorneys, veterinarians,
dog trainers and humane officers for this practical seminar with

insight into how to bring and defend these claims.
Credits: 4 substantive • When: Thursday, May 6, 2010; 12:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.; check-in and lunch
begin at 11:30 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $209; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $189; Nonmember: $229; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $105; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $95. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$234; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $214; Nonmember: $254; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $130; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $120. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Injunctive Relief in State & Federal Courts in PA
Provides a comprehensive overview of the process of obtaining injunctive

relief & will analyze important strategic factors to consider when
deciding whether or not to seek injunctive relief.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Friday, May 7, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.; check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Para-
legals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted
after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

CRIMINAL LAW
Post Conviction Relief Act—The Basics

This program fully examines, explores and evaluates this Act and will
provide a solid, working foundation in key areas of post conviction relief. 

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Simulcast – Wednesday, May 5, 2010; 12:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; check-
in and lunch begin at 12:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz
57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Mem-
ber-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $189; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $169; Nonmember: $209; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $85. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $214; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $194; Nonmember: $234; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $120; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $110. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

ELDER LAW
Long Term Care Planning for Seniors

A step-by-step guide to the process—you witness a typical case
unfold, from initial visit to estate recovery!

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Simulcast - Wednesday, April 28, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.,
check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-
Pa., or any co. bar assn: $249; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $229; Nonmember: $269; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $129; Paralegals attending alone: $149; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $274; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $154; Paralegals attending alone: $174; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $140. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

ESTATE PRACTICE
International Estate Planning

For estate professionals who wish to learn how to effectively deal with
complex client issues. The program’s faculty will include some of

PA’s top international estate planning experts.
Continued on page 14
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

Continued from page 13
Credits: 3 substantive • When: Friday, April 30, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $199; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Para-
legals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $224; Member admitted
after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$115. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

ETHICS
Ethics Potpourri:

6 sessions from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Credits: 1 ethics per session • When: Tuesday, April 27, 2010 • Where: PBI Professional Development
Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition: Member - PA, or any co. bar assn. (each session):
$49; Nonmember: $59; Special discount for all six session: $234
An Attorney’s Work and Taran’s Wanderings: Lessons for Lawyers from the Chronicles of Prydain; 8:30
a.m. to 9:30 a.m., check-in begins at 8:00 a.m.; PBA Legal Ethics and professional Responsibility Com-
mittee Update; 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., check-in begins at 9:30 a.m.; Ethical Considerations for Mar-
keting Your Law Practice with Social Networking Sites; 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., check-in begins at
11:00 a.m.; Understanding the Impact of Social Networking on You and Your Clients; 1:30 p.m. to
2:30 p.m., check-in begins at 1:00 p.m.; When Luck Runs Out; 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., check-in begins
at 2:30 p.m.; Strategic Approaches for Stress, Substance Abuse and Depression; 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
check-in begins at 4:00 p.m. Register with PBI.

FAMILY LAW
Parenting Coordination Training

Focus on the current state of PA law relating to parenting coordination,
highlighting practical parenting coordination techniques and

decision making methods. 
Credits: 6 substantive, 6 PPA • When: Simulcast – Friday, May 14, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., check-
in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th
Fl. • Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar
assn: $199; PPA Members: $199; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $179; Nonmember: $219; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $100;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $90. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $224; PPA Members: $224; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $204; Nonmember: $244;
Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law
clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Registrations received more
than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY

The Best of the 4th Annual
Intellectual Property Law Institute

Six workshops from this exceptional program have been chosen
specifically for practitioners in the western part of the state.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Wednesday, April 28, 2010; 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., check-in
begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl.
• Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$299; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $279; Nonmember: $319; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$109; Paralegals attending alone: $139; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $140. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $324; Member
admitted after 1/1/06: $304; Nonmember: $344; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $134; Parale-
gals attending alone: $164; Judges & judicial law clerks: $175; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $165. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the
Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

INTERNATIONAL LAW
PLI – Outlook on India 2010:

Delivering on the Promise in Turbulent Times
For details on this program, go to www.pli.edu.

Credits: 6.5 substantive • When: Simulcast – Friday, May 21, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.; check-in
begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl.
• Tuition (includes course book and lunch): $1,495. Register with PBI.

LAW PRACTICE
MANAGEMENT

How to Go Paperless
Taught by a managing attorney of the Philadelphia office of a major insurance
company and others who have successfully navigated the process to bring their

offices into the 21st century.
Credits: 3 substantive • When: Thursday, April 29, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., check-in begins at
8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition
(includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $179; Mem-
ber admitted after 1/1/06: $159; Nonmember: $199; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Para-
legals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $90; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/06: $80. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $204; Member admitted
after 1/1/06: $184; Nonmember: $224; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attend-
ing alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $115; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06:
$105. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

REAL ESTATE
PRACTICE

What’s on Second? Sophisticated Issues in
Lien Divestiture & Priority

A sequel to PBI’s popular Who’s on First? Lien Priority in
Pennsylvania course – a dynamic panel leads you through

the finer points of divesting liens.
Credits: 3 substantive • When: Simulcast - Tuesday, April 27, 2010; 12:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m., check-in
and lunch begin at 12:00 p.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57
Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-
Pa., or any co. bar assn: $249; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $229; Nonmember: $269; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $274; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $140. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the pres-
entation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

SKILLS TRAINING
Time Mastery for Lawyers

This program will give you practical, useable tips for organizing and
managing your time, eliminate time stress and create a balance

between your work life and your personal life.
Credits: 3 substantive, 2 ethics • When: Monday, April 26, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., check-in
begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Development Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl.
• Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any
co. bar assn: $249; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $229; Nonmember: $269; Paralegals attending with
an attorney: $129; Paralegals attending alone: $149; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$274; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$154; Paralegals attending alone: $174; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/06: $140. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify
for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Effective Corporate Negotiation Skills
This practical and interactive program will

give you tools and techniques you can
use immediately!

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive ethics credits. • When: Thursday, April
29, 2010; 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: PBI Professional Develop-
ment Conference Center, Heinz 57 Ctr., 7th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early
Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $299; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $279;
Nonmember: $319; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $119; Paralegals attending alone: $149;
Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $140. *Standard
Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $324; Member admitted after 1/1/06: $304; Nonmem-
ber: $344; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $134; Paralegals attending alone: $174; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $175; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06: $165. *Registrations
received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Regis-
ter with PBI.

WORKERS’
COMPENSATION

Workers’ Compensation Practice &
Procedure 2010

THE program for every workers’ compensation practitioner, bringing you
up-to-date on recent developments in a thought-provoking format

focusing on the most important issues today.
Credits: 4 substantive • When: Thursday, May 6, 2010; 8:25 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.; check-in begins at
8:00 a.m. • Where: David L. Lawrence; 1000 Fort Duquesne Blvd. • Tuition (includes course
book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $349; Member admitted after
1/1/06: $299; Nonmember: $399; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $199; Paralegals attending
alone: $249; Judges & judicial law clerks (Including WCJs, members & employees of the WCAB, the
WC Bureau & Dept. of Labor & Industry): $175; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06
(Including WCJs, members & employees of the WCAB, the WC Bureau & Dept. of Labor & Industry):
$150. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $374; Member admitted after 1/1/06:
$324; Nonmember: $424; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $224; Paralegals attending alone:
$274; Judges & judicial law clerks (Including WCJs, members & employees of the WCAB, the WC
Bureau & Dept. of Labor & Industry): $200; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/06 (Includ-
ing WCJs, members & employees of the WCAB, the WC Bureau & Dept. of Labor & Industry): $175.
*Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Dis-
count. Register with PBI.

Ethical Issues in Workers’
Compensation Practice

Special extra credit offer features video vignettes crafted by Jack Duffy
and Bill McKee; recorded at the September Fall Section Meeting and

shown 45 minutes after the main course.
Credits: 1 ethics • When: Video – Thursday, May 6, 2010; 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.; check-in begins at
1:00 p.m. • Where: David L. Lawrence; 1000 Fort Duquesne Blvd. • Tuition: Persons registered
for Workers’ Compensation Practice & Procedure: $35; All Others: $49. Register with PBI.
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ership of,” Crouch said.
The organization’s Signature Proj-

ects include the Anti-Predatory Lend-
ing Clinic, the Custody Conciliation
Project, the Education Law Project,
Lawyers on Loan, the McKees Rocks
Community Clinic, the Millvale Well-
ness Center Community Clinic, the
Pro Bono Child Custody Guardian
Project, the Reduced Fee Referral
Assistance Project, the Veterans Clin-
ic, the Wills Project, the Catholic
Charities Community Clinic, and the
Homeless Experience Legal Protec-
tion (HELP) Project. Each Signature
Project addresses a specific legal need
in western Pennsylvania.

“We feel that the greater human
resources which law firms and corpo-
rate legal departments as members of
this Partnership can bring to bear on a
problem have made the Signature Proj-
ect the ideal vehicle through which
each member can fully participate in
the Partnership,” Kern said.

Crouch hopes the Pittsburgh Pro
Bono Partnership’s recent success will
raise awareness of the organization,
leading to more involvement from law
firms, corporate legal departments,
and government agencies.

“None of us got involved with this
organization for the recognition or
awards,” Crouch said. “What we do
care about is raising the profile of the
Partnership because that’s what gets
more people involved.

“That’s one of the keys to our suc-
cess,” he added.

For more information on the Pitts-
burgh Pro Bono Partnership visit the
ACBF website at www.acbf.org, or to
learn how your law firm or legal
department can become a member
organization contact Barbara Kern at
kernb@nlsa.us or 412-586-6138.

“It’s not a successful year if we
haven’t created and organized a new
signature project or two and attracted
some new members,” Crouch said. ■

PARTNERSHIP continued from cover page

Publicize Your Section and Committee News!
The ACBA Communications Department is eager to promote any special activity or newsworthy event emanating from your Committee
or Section of interest to ACBA members, the media, or the general public. E-mail us at news@acba.org with the following information:

◆ Name and description of the event ◆ Date, time, and place of the event

◆ Name(s) of the sponsoring section/committee(s) ◆ Name(s) of speakers and titles of presentations

◆ How many people do you expect to attend? ◆ Name and phone number of a contact person

◆ Will there be an admission fee or ticket sales? If so, how much? ◆ Are reservations needed to attend the event? 

◆ Is there any other information you would like to share with us?

Thank you for your cooperation! ■

Lawyers’ Mart

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 1990.
Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced in
Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil & Criminal
Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.–25+yrs. of forensic economics
& vocational eval. expertise in one report. 1-888-620-8933.

ENGINEERING
CONSULTANT

RETIRED CHIEF ENGINEER Structures & Machinery, Reports,
Testimony. Morton L. Markowitz, P.E., LL.B. 412-521-0506.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412) 921-4046.
Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

For Lawyers’ Mart rate information
call Peggy Lewis at 412-261-6255.

each night like we have in the past,
they are still out there fighting for us.

“There are still veterans who are
suffering in our own county. Not only
do I believe this project is worthwhile,
but I also believe it is long overdue. I
am proud to be part of a group dedicat-

YLD continued from page 11

ed to helping our brave military per-
sonnel, past and present.”

Presley said the 2009-2010 Bar
Leadership Class, under the direction
of Erin Boyts, has also assisted with the
military project.

Mike Feeney, the chair-elect of the
YLD, noted that donations for this project
will be tax-deductible. The Committee
will not accept donations of goods since
members must ensure that everything
purchased for the boxes is approved for
shipping to overseas military bases.

“We all have someone special in our
lives who has served for this country,”
said Feeney, an associate at Grogan
Graffam. “My grandfather, Paul, died
aboard the U.S.S. Indianapolis when it
was sunk in 1945, so this program holds
a very special place in my heart. Any
way that we can show appreciation for
the brave individuals who fight in the
name of freedom and democracy is
extremely worthwhile.”

Feeney, who currently chairs the
Public Service Committee, intends to
make Operation MVP an annual project.
He pointed out that over the past two
years the Committee has nearly doubled
the number of programs it offers.

“Our programs help students, the
elderly, homeless children, the envi-
ronment and first responders,” he said.
“Operation MVP will allow us to show
appreciation for yet another deserving
group—active military service person-
nel and veterans.

“There are two types of programs
that we plan, including ones that utilize
our skills as attorneys, such as the Very
Important Papers, and ones that simply
call upon the spirit of goodwill, such as
the children’s holiday parties,” he
added. “Operation MVP is unique in
that it falls within both categories. The
website allows us to share our special-
ized knowledge on issues that veterans
encounter on a regular basis, while
sending the care packages to troops
overseas will give us all an opportunity
to show that we as civilians care about
and appreciate our military.”

Feeney said many attorneys who are
members of the ACBA have a deep
understanding of issues facing veter-
ans in today’s world. He hopes these
attorneys will be able to use their col-
lective knowledge to compile a list of
resources that will make life a little
easier for veterans and make them
aware of support networks they may
not have known existed. ■

GUIDELINES
FOR UNSOLICITED ARTICLES SUBMITTED FOR PUBLICATION IN THE

LAWYERSJOURNAL
Because the editors of the Lawyers Journal (LJ) receive many submissions for publication we can accept
only a portion of those sent to us. Most often, we decline articles because they either discuss topics we
have recently covered or serve as promotional material in the guise of an article.

When submitting an article for consideration, please keep these guidelines in mind:

1. Authors are strongly encouraged to discuss article ideas with the editor and submit an outline or
capsule summary before investing time in writing. The LJ will not agree to run an article until the
editors evaluate the full-text article.

2. Every effort will be made to publish an accepted article; however, the LJ reserves the right not to
publish an accepted article if the material becomes dated, if there is no space to run the article, or
if the editorial board raises any other concern.

3. We publish only articles written exclusively for the LJ. We will not consider material that an author
has sent to other publications.

4. We rely on the author’s integrity in submitting original work. Any material derived from other
sources should be clearly identified within the text.

5. We evaluate submissions for their value to our audience, timeliness, and credibility. We do not
publish articles that promote the author’s company, products, or services.

6. Articles should be no more than 2,500 words. Authors must use endnotes to cite sources.

7. Due to the volume of material we publish, we are unable to provide authors with edited
manuscripts or galleys for review.

8. Authors should explain in simple language any technical terms that would be unclear to the
general legal audience.

9. Authors should send a hard copy of the article and a version saved to a diskette, preferably in
MS Word format. Be sure to write the author’s name and article title on the label.

10. Write your full name, business affiliation, address, and any pertinent professional designations that
should appear in the author’s ID. We don’t run phone numbers or contact addresses.

11. Articles should be mailed to Jennifer Pulice, Editor, Lawyers Journal, Allegheny County Bar
Association, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219; faxed to 412-261-6042;
or e-mailed to jpulice@acba.org.

12. Because each issue of the LJ is copyrighted by the Allegheny County Bar Association, publications
wishing to use an article after it has appeared in our journal must obtain our permission to do so.
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