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Celebrate Pro Bono Week 2013

by the Pro Bono Center Staff

The week of Oct. 21-25 has special
significance and will be celebrated by
Allegheny County attorneys and legal
services programs.
As National Pro BonoWeek, it focuses

attention on the increased need for pro
bono services and celebrates the out-
standing work of lawyers who
volunteer their time throughout the
year. A local event is planned for every
day of the week.
“Our goal is to both recognize the

substantial efforts already being under-
taken by volunteers and communicate
the need for more attorneys to make a
commitment to help,” said Allegheny
County Bar Foundation Pro Bono
Coordinator Barbara Griffin.
During the week, the ACBA’s Public

Service Committee and the Pro Bono
Center will ask all attorneys to pledge
their time to serving the legal needs of
low-income individuals in our community
through pro bono legal assistance.
“To meet the increasing demand

for pro bono legal services, our

programs need more attorneys to
participate,” said Keith E. Whitson,
committee co-chair. “Although the
pledge is amodest commitment, itmakes
asignificantdifferencetosomeoneinneed.”
All attorneys will be asked to take

the following pledge: “In recognition
of my professional responsibility to
increase equal access to justice, I
pledge to provide pro bono legal
services to at least one individual or
organization through a Pro Bono Center
program or member organization
during calendar year 2014.”
Please consider pledging your time

to help those in need. Taking the
pledge is easy. You can sign a postcard
returnable to the Pro Bono Center;
add your name to the sign-up board at
your law firm; or pledge online at
www.pittsburghprobono.org. Together,
we can increase equal access to justice
and help break the cycle of poverty.
In addition to the Pro Bono Pledge,

other events and celebrations that will
take place during the week include:
The national Legal Services

Corporation, the largest single supporter

of civil legal aid nationwide, will hold
its board of directors meeting in Pitts-
burgh Oct. 20-22. A panel discussion
highlighting pro bono partnerships
will be held on Monday morning, Oct.
21. Panelists will include Griffin;
Kathryn Kenyon, a partner at
Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick &
Raspanti, who chairs the Pittsburgh
Pro Bono Partnership; Dottie Alke of
CBS Corp.; and Bob Racunas,
director of the Neighborhood Legal
Services Association.
“Thanks a Latte.” Back by popular

demand, the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation staff and members of the
Public Service Committee will
personally thank pro bono volunteers
with coffee and pastries at Family
Court on Tuesday, Oct. 22.
The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership

will hold its annual breakfast
meeting, hosted by K&L Gates, on
Wednesday, Oct. 23.
On Thursday, Oct. 24, the Public

Service Committeewill hold a Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon at the Rivers
Club at noon. Volunteers will be

recognized for their hard work and
dedication on behalf of low-income
individuals. “The Pro Bono Center
and the Public Service Committee are
truly grateful for all of our volunteers,
especially in a time where the
availability of low-income legal
services is decreasing,” said Kate
Norton, co-chair of the committee.
“We cannot thank our volunteers
enough for the time that they are
willing to give to assist our local
community in areas of great need.”
Finally, the bar foundation invites

law firms and legal departments to
participate in and sponsor a “Jeans
for Justice” Day on Friday, Oct. 25.
All money raised will help fund
the Pro Bono Center’s fundraiser—
“Pro Bono Rocks”—which benefits
the foundation’s Pro Bono Center
and will feature local attorney
bands competing for the title
of best band. Tickets are now on sale
at www.acbf.org.
For more information about the

week of special events, visit our website
at www.pittsburghprobono.org. �
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Speaker at Kaplan Lecture
helps attorneys improve
decision-making skills
by Tracy Carbasho

The guest speaker at this year’s
Lawrence W. Kaplan Lecture in Conflict
Resolution will deliver a program to help
attorneys improve their professional
performance bymaking better decisions.
Renowned educator, decision analyst

and author Randall Kiser will be the
featured speaker at the 10th annual
lecture, which will be held on Nov. 6
at 5 p.m. at the Omni William Penn
Hotel. His lecture, “Decision-Making
Expertise: Conventional Wisdom & 10
Ways to Better Decisions,” is expected
to appeal to a broad range of legal
professionals and not just those who
deal with conflict resolution.
“We will be discussing distinct ways

to improve our judgment and problem-
solving skills, as well as forecasting
accuracy in our professional and
personal lives,” said Kiser, an
international authority on legal decision
making and the principal analyst at
DecisionSet® in Palo Alto, Calif. “The
program will highlight specific biases
in decision making under conflict and
show how to overcome those biases.”
Kiser, who teaches advanced decision

analysis at the Pepperdine University
School of Law, has conducted educational
programs in the United States and
Europe for more than 2,000 mediators,
judges, attorneys, arbitrators, executives
and professors. He has 20 years of

experience as a litigation attorney and
10 years as an educator and researcher
in the decision sciences field.
“We have studied legal decision

making from multiple perspectives –
psychology, statistics, behavioral
economics, law, narratives, and
ethics,” said Kiser. “We have analyzed
about 6,000 adjudicated cases and
14,000 attorneys to better understand

how cases are evaluated, negotiated and
litigated. These different perspectives
and extensive data have yielded
insights into decision making that
benefit all attorneys seeking to improve
their professional performance.”
Kiser said his presentation will

answer three questions:
What is the quality of decision

making under conflict?
What misconceptions impede our

ability to make better decisions
under conflict?
How can we rapidly improve our

decision making under conflict?
The lecture is named in honor of

retired Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas Judge Lawrence
Kaplan because of his pioneering
effort to introduce mediation into
Western Pennsylvania in the early
1980s. The first lecture was held in
2004 as a joint effort between the
Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Alternate Dispute Resolution
Committee, the Pittsburgh Mediation
Center, and the Mediation Council of
Western Pennsylvania.
Rick Rogow is an original

member of the Kaplan Lecture
Committee and he takes great pride
in knowing the program has been a
success for a decade. He represents
the Mediation Council of Western

Randall Kiser

Continued on page 8



THE FULL TEXT AND/OR HEADNOTES FOR THE CASES BELOW APPEAR IN
THE ONLINE, SEARCHABLE PLJ OPINIONS LOCATED AT WWW.ACBA.ORG.

l a w y e r s
J o u r n a l
The Lawyers Journal is published

fortnightly by the

Allegheny County Bar Association

400 Koppers Building

436 Seventh Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1818

Editor: 412-402-6623/jpulice@acba.org

Advertising: 412-402-6686/plewis@acba.org

Address Changes: 412-402-6614

Fax: 412-261-6438

www.acba.org

Circulation 6,525

© Allegheny County Bar Association 2013

Editor-in-Chief: Hal D. Coffey, Esq.

Editor: Jennifer A. Pulice, Esq.

Supervising Editor: David A. Blaner

Advertising Coordinator: Peggy Lewis

Graphic Artist: Jessica Wysocki Valesky

Proofreader: Sharon Antill

Editor/Graphic Artist: Mark Higgs

� The LJ editorial policy can be found

online at www.acba.org.

� Information published in the LJ may

not be republished, resold, recorded, or

used in any manner, in whole or in part,

without the permission of the publishers.

Page 2 / October 18, 2013

Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you have observed or experienced any

form of gender bias, you may contact one of

the following members of the Gender Bias

Subcommittee of the Women in the Law

Division. The duty officers will keep your

report confidential and will discuss with you

actions available through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-261-2753

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee

“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee

Members to answer ethical questions by

telephone on a daily basis.

October

Romel L. Nicholas ..................412-391-6920

Nancy L. Rackoff ....................412-281-5580

John H. Riordan, Jr.................412-394-3347

November

Thomas D. Arbogast ..............412-577-5226

John H. Riordan, Jr.................412-394-3347
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MMcDowell@ArbitrationsAndMediations.com

412-260-5151

Highmark Inc. v. West Penn Allegheny Health System, Inc.,
Canonsburg General Hospital, Alle-Kiski Medical Center,
Allegheny Medical Practice Network, Allegheny-Singer
Research Institute, Allegheny Specialty Practice Network,
Alle-Kiski Medical Center Trust, Canonsburg General Hospital
Ambulance Service, Forbes Health Foundation, Suburban Health
Foundation, The Western Pennsylvania Hospital Foundation,
West Allegheny Foundation, L.L.C., West Penn Allegheny
Oncology Network, and West Penn Physician Practice Network,
Defendants, and
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Intervenor, Ward, J. ......Page 417
Contracts

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Sylvester Porter, Cashman, J. ................................................Page 424
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Untimely—8th Petition

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Nicholas Powers, Lazzara, J. .................................................Page 428
Criminal Appeal—Weight of the Evidence—Stalking and Harassment

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Joseph J. Johnson, Lazzara, J. ...............................................Page 430
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—Terroristic Threats—Best
Evidence—Voice Mail Messages

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Devon Shealey, Mariani, J. .....................................................Page 432
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—Waiver—Time Credit—
RRRI—Patent Errors in Sentencing Order—
After Discovered Evidence

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Joshua Evans, Mariani, J. ......................................................Page 435
Criminal Appeal—PCRA—
Ineffective Assistance of Counsel—
Evidence—Charges Added at Arraignment—
Phone Call from Jail

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Ezra Bozeman, Todd, J............................................................Page 436
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—
PCRA—19 Year Old Defendant—
Miller v. Alabama—
Serial PCRA Petitions

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Daniel D. Litz, Todd, J. ...........................................................Page 438
Criminal Appeal—Rule 600—Due Diligence—
Extradition of Out of State Defendant

Betts Mediation &
Dispute Resolution LLC

Experienced
Over 30 years -

business and securities litigation

Balanced
Representation of individuals and

businesses, on both sides of the "v"

Creative
Customized mediation approaches - 

facilitative/evaluative/hybrid

Commercial Litigation & Business Disputes/
Securities Litigation & Arbitrations Michael J. Betts

The Frick Building, 437 Grant Street, Suite 200, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412.223.5004 | www.bettsmediationllc.com

Visit the
ACBA online
photo gallery
and Facebook
page to view
images from
any events

you missed!



412-281-2200 www.gislaw.com 700 Grant Bldg., 310 Grant St., Pgh., PA 15219 
 

Gismondi& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 
It’s what your clients deserve. 

Auto Accidents Personal Injury

often happens in the darkness. Very
rarely do you hear children come out
and say they have been bullied,” said
Snider. “They are ashamed, but we
need to change that. We need to shine
a light in the darkness where bullying
happens to say ‘It’s OK; it’s not you.’
Then, through kindness amongst
everyone, the bullies will see that
what they are doing is not cool and
does not get them the attention they
need. Kindness is cool.”
The message is being conveyed

online at StarPittsburgh.com and on
the station’s airwaves at WBZZ-FM.
Disc jockeys have been sharing their
feelings and personal experiences,
prompting listeners to express
their thoughts.
On the website, the station is asking

Pittsburghers to nominate a middle
school to be the site for the 100.7 Star
Shine a Light on Bullying Assembly,
which will be hosted by the morning
show personalities. The assembly will
also include celebrity guest speakers
and a performance by A Great Big
World from Epic Records.
“Families, school administrators,

and anyone who would like to make
a difference in our goal to raise
awareness about this issue can sign
our pledge at starpittsburgh.com and
nominate the middle school of their
choice,” said Snider. “While I am sure
that schools have anti-bullying
policies, we want our Shine a Light
campaign to be something that all
schools can adopt and add to their
current policies on the books.”
Snider said the station will use all

available media outlets to promote the
campaign. He commended the ACBA
and the Children’s Hospital of Pitts-
burgh for doing their part to spread
the message.
According to Snider, the most

important message resonating from
the campaign is to show kindness and
compassion to everyone.
“All of us have something amazing

to say and offer. Nobody should ever
be excluded or made to feel like they
don’t matter,” he said. “If you know
someone who is being bullied, be kind
to them. If you see that same person
eating lunch alone every day, sit down,
have a conversation and eat lunch
with them. Kindness is the one factor
that can exact change.”
Loftus said the ACBA is honored to

participate in the 100.7 program to
help convey the negative impact that
bullying can have on others.

The ACBA’s children’s book, “That
Is No Joke!” is featured on the radio
station’s website. The illustrated book
received a 2008 Luminary Award for
communications excellence from the
National Association of Bar
Executives. The book, which teaches
children the differences between a
good joke and a bad one, was written
by Loftus and edited by attorney
Jennifer Pulice, director of communi-
cations and publications for the ACBA.
The “Don’t be a Cyberbully!” program

was launched by the ACBA after a
counselor at Fairview Elementary
School in Fox Chapel asked bar volun-
teers to speak to fifth-grade students

about cyberbullying. The program
focuses on texting, using Facebook
and sending emails.
Information about the ACBA pro-

grams is available by contacting Loftus at
tloftus@acba.org. Details about the 100.7
Star program is available by contacting
Snider at bubba@starpittsburgh.com or
calling (412) 922-1007.
Attorneys who want to donate their

time to help with any of the programs
are always welcome.
“I am sure thatmany of ourmembers

are supporting anti-bullying campaigns
in their school districts, but we are
always looking for volunteers for our
school programs,” said Loftus. �
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Radio station’s campaign to address
bullying is ideal fit for ACBA
by Tracy Carbasho

A program developed by Pittsburgh
radio station 100.7 Star to raise
awareness about the serious nature of
bullying complements what the ACBA
has been doing for years.
“We often have media salespersons

call and say they have a perfect fit for
us with an ad campaign idea they
have. Often, the fit is like Cinderella’s
stepsisters trying to squeeze their foot
into the undersized glass slipper,” said
Tom Loftus, director of marketing and
media relations for the ACBA. “But
when I was approached by 100.7 with
the promise of a campaign that would
be a good fit, it really turned out to be
a perfect fit. They had done their
homework and were aware of our
anti-bullying efforts.”
Loftus said the station’s “Shine a

Light on Bullying” campaign is a nice
addition to the ACBA’s existing school
programs, including “This is a
Joke–Making Fun of Others is Not!”
and “Don’t be a Cyberbully!”
“The station’s campaign is geared

toward raising awareness about
the serious problem of bullying and
recognizing the anti-bullying efforts
of schools to address this issue,” said
Loftus. “We do the same thing with
our programs.”
The idea for the new radio program

was spearheaded by Bubba Snider,
who hosts the “Bubba Show” with
Melanie Taylor and Shelley Duffy
each weekday morning from 5 to 10
a.m. The issue is close to Snider’s
heart because his daughters have
been subjected to bullying.
“My daughters have been the

victims of some really bad bullying. It
has been physical, but the worst part
is the exclusion,” he said. “It broke my
heart to see my two amazing girls be
bullied and excluded from almost
everything. My wife, Tracy, and I
talked about it and I was so excited
when I found out that the radio station
was on board. It is time to stop talking
and start doing something. I was
so proud that CBS Radio rallied
around the cause.”
Snider said the goal is to increase

awareness about what bullying is and
the problems it can create. The message
is not intended just for the victims and
aggressors, but also for individuals
who witness bullying to help them
identify it and react appropriately.
“The reason I came up with the

name Shine a Light is because bullying



Budget cuts deliver hard hit to
federal public defender system
by Tracy Carbasho

A $52 million funding shortfall has
prompted the Judicial Conference of
the United States to pass the fiscal
pain along to federal public defender
offices throughout the country, including
the Western District of Pennsylvania.
“Our budget was cut 10 percent in

Fiscal Year 2013 and because approx-
imately 90 percent of our budget is for
salaries and benefits, the only way we
could continue to operate without
jeopardizing the quality of representation
was to implement furloughs,” said
Lisa Freeland, who has served as
the federal public defender for the
Western District since 2004.
Freeland’s office employs about 40

people who have already taken a
10-percent pay cut and are handling
the additional duties of several staff
members who have left and not been
replaced. Over the last eight months,
employees were furloughed at least
one day each pay period, and the
office was closed every other Friday.
Trying to do more work with fewer
resources has resulted in case delays.
Freeland expects the furloughs and

office closures to continue into the
2014 Fiscal Year, which began on Oct. 1.
William Traxler Jr., chairman of

the Judicial Conference Executive
Committee, stated in August that the
shortfall in the Defender Services
Program constitutes an emergency,
requiring immediate action to
preserve the “indigent criminal
defense function” and to “avoid
permanent damage to the federal
defender program.”
In order to address the financial

dilemma, the committee decided to
temporarily reduce the compensation
rate paid to private attorneys who
accept appointments in federal criminal
cases by $15 per hour. The rate would
be cut from $125 an hour to $110 for
non-capital cases, while the fee for
death penalty cases would be $163 an
hour instead of $178. The reductions
began with the start of the 2014
Fiscal Year.
Lawyers who are eligible to accept

appointments in federal criminal
cases in any district in the United
States are collectively referred to as
the CJA Panel, or the Criminal Justice
Act Panel. Each federal district has a
representative who works with the
local federal public defender and
functions as a liaison between the
Defender Services Office and the

lawyers who accept appointments in
the district.
Traxler also announced that the

committee will defer into FY 2015
up to four weeks of panel attorney
payments, which would otherwise be
payable in FY 2014.
The public defender system is just

one area that has taken the brunt of
deep cuts imposed as a direct result
of the Judiciary losing nearly $350
million in funding. The across-the-
board Congressional cuts are typically
referred to as the sequester. The
Judicial Conference has implemented
numerous other cost-containment
measures, such as reducing court
budgets, cutting staffing levels in
probation and clerks offices, and
slashing funding for probation and
pretrial office staffing.
“Our case numbers are up this year

because indictments are up in the dis-
trict. Federal defenders are spread
thin, and our colleagues on the CJA
panel are now seeing a $15 per hour
rate cut. Yet, there is no indication
that the prosecution has been slowed
by the sequester,” said Freeland.
“There is an unacceptable imbalance
where the prosecution is moving
ahead at full steam and the defense
function is crippled by cuts. Full
funding for the defense is needed to
fulfill the Sixth Amendment’s promise.”
Pittsburgh attorneyPatrickLivingston

maintains his own practice and has
served as the CJA panel representative
for theWestern District of Pennsylvania
since 2011. He and Freeland will meet
with legislators to help them understand
how unfair the rate cuts are and to
garner their support for full funding.
Livingston said there are about 90

lawyers in the district who accept
appointments in federal criminal
cases and they are among the leading
practitioners in federal court.
“Many command higher, market-

drivenrates, butalsoacceptappointments
at an already reduced CJA rate
because they are committed to the
dual principles of zealous advocacy
and equal justice under the law,” he
said. “Other equally committed
lawyers across the country worked
long and hard to incrementally
increase the rate to $125 per hour
three or four years ago. When I began
to accept federal appointments 15 or
16 years ago, the rate was between
$40 and $60 per hour.”
Livingston noted that the reduction

from $125 to $110 represents what is

hopefully just a one-time reaction of
the Judicial Conference to the devastating
impact of the budget stalemate in the
political branches regarding the Sixth
Amendment’s right to counsel.
Traxler did state that reducing the

compensation rate for panel attorneys,
deferring payments, and limiting
federal defender organization funding
were undesirable steps that may
impact the delivery of justice.
“Measures of this kind, however,

are not sustainable in the long term
and certainly would not be required if
the Judiciary were receiving an
appropriate level of funding in this
account,” said Traxler. “The committee,
nonetheless, remains committed to
the goal of ensuring that the defender
program can operate within its annual
appropriations. With that in mind, we
will continue to monitor developments
and intend to revisit the matter when,
in our opinion, events warrant.”
Livingston does not believe the rate

reduction will have any immediate or
short-term impact on the quality of
representation because local defense
lawyers, both public and private, are
dedicated to their work. He describes
them as the “unsung heroes of our
justice system.”
However, he does believe a more

permanent reduction in the hourly
rate and continued funding cuts in
defense services in general could
reduce the quality of representation
for defendants.
“We remain hopeful that Congress

and the president have begun to
comprehend that underfunding the
courts seriously threatens to erode
fundamental constitutional values,”
said Livingston. “The Supreme Court
recognized in Gideon v. Wainwright
what our own experience as a civilized
society has proven time and again:
defense lawyers in criminal cases are
necessities, not luxuries.”
Livingston stressed that the federal

judges in the Western District, in
particular Chief Judge Joy Flowers
Conti and former Chief Judge Sean
McLaughlin, have made their voices
heard within the Judicial Conference
and Congress.
Conti and McLaughlin were among

the judges from87 federal district courts
who wrote a letter to Congressional
leaders to express concerns about how
the flat funding and sequestration are
impacting the Judiciary’s ability to
carry out its constitutional and
statutory responsibilities.

The letter, which refers to
federal defender organizations (FDO)
throughout the country, states in part:
“The emergency measures taken by

the Judiciary as a result of sequestration
will require a suspension of payments
to private panel attorneys for the last
three weeks of the fiscal year, while
the Federal Defender Organizations
are making staff reductions and
furloughing employees for an average
of 15 days over the last half of the
fiscal year. Between October 2012
and June 2013, FDOs downsized
by about 160 staff, representing a
6-percent decline.
“Since March 2013, their remaining

employees were furloughed for over
12,500 furlough days. We can already
see the impact of FDO staffing
reductions in our courts. The federal
defender office in New York recently
asked to postpone the trial of alleged
terrorist Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, Osama
bin Laden’s son-in-law, because of
staff cutbacks.
“Exacerbating the problem in the

defenders account is the fact that the
Judiciary has no control over the
number and nature of cases in which
court-appointed counsel must provide
a defense. The caseload is driven
entirely by the prosecutorial policies
of the Department of Justice and its 93
U.S. Attorneys. The Department of
Justice is not furloughing staff. The
pace at which criminal cases require
court-appointed counsel has continued
unabated, while resources in the
Defender Services Program are
diminishing. As chief district judges,
we are deeply concerned that cuts in
federal defender offices will severely
undermine and weaken a program
that has taken years to build.
Meanwhile, deferrals of panel
attorney payments could jeopardize
the Judiciary’s ability to convince
well qualified counsel to accept
panel appointments.”
Tina Miller, a partner at Farrell &

Reisinger and chair-elect of the ACBA’s
Federal Court Section, said the entire
indigent defense system will suffer if
the rate cut becomes permanent.
“In 2011 when Forsyth County,

Wisconsin, proposed a $25 rate cut for
court-appointed attorneys, more than
half of the defense lawyers on the
court-appointed list took their names
off,” said Miller. “The federal public
defender is a resource that is valuable
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“We remain hopeful that Congress and the president have
begun to comprehend that underfunding the courts seriously
threatens to erode fundamental constitutional values.

-Patrick Livingston, Criminal Justice Act Panel Representative
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More than $4 million
from class-action
suit will fund civil
legal services
by Amy Kelchner

Rules adopted by the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania in 2012
are again paying big dividends in
helping to provide legal services for
low-income residents.
A civil procedure rule that took

effect July 1, 2012, directed how
money left over from lawsuits after the
plaintiffs, attorney fees, and expenses
have been paid is to be distributed.
Supreme Court Chief Justice

Ronald Castille said the $4.1 million
distribution announced in September
stemmed from a case that was initially
heard in May 2005 in the Philadelphia
Court of Common Pleas. The case
involved a group of purchasers of Kia
Sephia vehicles, which experienced
premature brake wear as a result
of the defective design of the
braking system. The verdict was
approximately $5.6 million.
Following payment to members of

the class action who could be located,
there were residual funds of more
than $4.1 million.
The Interest on Lawyers Trust

Accounts (IOLTA) Board, which
works to increase access to the civil
courts for low-income Pennsylvanians,
was designated by the 2012 rule to
receive at least 50 percent of the
unclaimed funds from civil class-action
settlements. Prior to the rule change,
the disposition of residual funds was
left to the discretion of the trial judge.
The remaining 50 percent may also

be designated to the IOLTA Board or
to another organization that has a
relationship with or promotes the
interests of the class-action lawsuit’s
objectives. In this case, the remaining
50 percent will be distributed to Com-
munity Legal Services of Philadelphia.
“Only one in five low-income

Pennsylvanians with a critical legal

problem is likely to get legal help from
any source,” said Castille. “While half
of those who apply for legal aid are
turned away, many others never even
apply. And that’s because many legal
aid organizations can only do so much
because of resource restraints.
“The new rules adopted by the

Supreme Court last year direct that
unclaimed funds like those remaining
in the Kia distribution will go to help
low-income people tackle civil cases
that multiply in difficult economic
times, such as foreclosure, domestic
violence and the issues resulting from
job loss,” he added.
IOLTA Chair Jim Schwartzman said

the funds could not come at a better time.
“With funding cuts, our ability

to help those in need of civil legal
assistance has been severely hampered,”
he said. “Although this is a one-time
boost, it is a welcome boost, and
we thank the Supreme Court and
especially Chief Justice Castille for
their leadership and creative solutions
to help vulnerable Pennsylvanians
with their legal matters.”
Class-action lawsuits provide a way

for large numbers of claimants to have
their cases settled in a single proceeding.
One of the most common ways to
resolve a class-action case is to create
a fund to satisfy individual claims.
Unclaimed or leftover funds are
common because many times affected
parties cannot be located or identified.
Also, sometimes parties may be
unable or unwilling to claim their
shares of a settlement.
Several states, including Illinois,

Massachusetts, North Carolina,
Tennessee and Washington, have
approved similar provisions that
require or allow residual funds
from class-action settlements to
go to charities, legal aid providers,
or other nonprofit organizations. �
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14 x 20-inch print

Limited edition prints of the...

...are for sale.
These black and white reproductions, which are designed, signed and
numbered by local artist Susan Castriota Hamilton, are still available!

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.

To order your print, please send a check made payable to ACBA, for $80.25 ($75 plus tax) to:
Attn: Peggy Lewis

Allegheny County Bar Association
400 Koppers Building

436 Seventh Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Please note that depending on supply, it may take up to four weeks for delivery.



Freedom Rider Bob Zellner speaks
at Fellows Grand Reception
by Mark Higgs

With his message of hope, freedom
and equality in the face of hatred and
oppression, Dr. Bob Zellner engaged a
rapt audience of more than 120 people
at the annual Fellows Grand Reception.
Zellner, civil rights activist and

Freedom Rider, was the keynote
speaker at the September event,
which honors the pro bono service and
charitable contributionsof local attorneys.
Zellner grew up in Alabama and

became involved in the civil rights
movement while studying at Huntingdon
College in Montgomery. Eventually, he
became the first white southerner field
secretary for the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC).
As a student at Huntingdon College,

he and several of his sociology classmates
had the opportunity to meet Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. When invited
to attend King’s church for a sermon,
Zellner said he and his classmates
were warned by their professor that
they would likely be arrested due to
segregation laws.
Zellner and the others went anyway.

Later, while at Dr. King’s church,
Zellner said the man gave them a
personal message.
“He had a sparkle in his eye when

he came to us and said, ‘The church is
surrounded and we’re all going to be
arrested,’” recalled Zellner. “That was
the beginning of my true education.”

Although Zellner and his classmates
avoided being arrested thanks to King’s
help, he said the school administration
was waiting for them on campus to let
them know they would have to
withdraw from college. Zellner
noticed the distinct choice of diction
— theywerenot being expelled, butwere
being told to resign. Instead, he chose not
to resign and went on to graduate.
He also spoke about a committee

meeting that resulted in over 100 high
school students marching to a
courthouse to protest. The protest was
met with violence, a typical southern
response to the request for freedom
and equality in those times, and police
arrested students.
But even that story paled in

comparison to his description of the
Freedom Rides of 1961, when civil rights
activists rode interstate buses into
southern states that ignoredU.S. Supreme
Court rulings against unconstitutional
segregation on public buses.
“The Montgomery bus boycott

really started the civil rights
movement,” he said.
When he spoke of the Freedom

Riders arriving in Montgomery, where
they met particularly fierce resistance,
his words left little doubt as to the
horror of that day. He said that even
the police joined in the mob violence,
and he recalled two of his black
friends standing over him to take the
blows intended for him.

It was a powerful end to a
memorable speech, one which those in
attendance are unlikely to forget any
time soon.

The reception also featured the
induction of the Class of 2013 Fellows
and Young Lawyers Fellows by Fellows
Committee Chair Melaine Rothey.
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The Lawyers Journal recently spent time talking to civil rights
activist Bob Zellner. The interview follows:

Q: What inspired you to join the civil rights movement?

A: I grew up in south Alabama and my father was a member
of the Ku Klux Klan, my grandfather was in the Klan, so I
came from a very conservative white southern family. Dad
was a minister, my mother was a schoolteacher, and I had
four brothers—so kind of a typical upbringing. My father,
luckily, had a change of heart and he left the Ku Klux Klan
and when he did, his father disowned him and his brothers
never spoke to him again, so that was one of the reasons.
When I was in college, I had an opportunity to meet
Dr. Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks and the people who
made the Montgomery bus boycotts, so I really got involved
as a student. It’s been a lifelong passion of mine.

Q: What was it like being part of the civil rights movement?

A: It was very exciting because, while I was a college student,
the lunch counter sit-ins occurred. All of a sudden, it spread
across the south, mainly black young people, men and women.
But it was very exciting for us to see that young people could
actually do something about a terrible institution. I mean, we
grew up in segregation. I actually went from first grade all
the way through college without ever attending an integrated
classroom. Never had any students other than white people.
That gets very boring.

Q: Is there any connection between your activism, pro bono
work and charitable giving?

A: Definitely. The civil rights movement was based on
Christian principles, or humanist principles, and certainly
legal principles, so it’s very important what this group here
in Pittsburgh is doing.

Q: What do you think of the current state of civil rights in
the United States?

A: The current state of civil rights is that we are in a new
period. There’s a new generation of young people who have
come up, and the first indication was the Occupy Movement.
The young people called our attention to the great economic
disparity between the one percent and the rest of us, and it’s
so huge and it’s getting worse. It’s not good for democracy.
It’s a new phase of the movement where people are having to
defend what we used to take for granted–that there’s a strong
middle class.

Q: What was your involvement in the Freedom Rides?

A: I was on the Freedom Ride, and I was very lucky to be
arrested and be in jail with Dr. Martin Luther King in Albany,
Georgia. He was actually the one who got me started in the
movement—he and Rosa Parks—and then to march with
them and do the Freedom Ride and so forth was quite a
thing. So when I tell my university students that I met
Martin Luther King and I knew Rosa Parks, they say,
“Oh, my goodness, did you meet Harriet Tubman?”

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Dr. Bob Zellner, Freedom Rider and civil rights activist, signs a copy of
his book, “The Wrong Side of Murder Creek: A White Southerner in the
Freedom Movement,” for ACBA member Charlotte S. Jeffries.

Talking to Bob Zellner,
civil rights advocate
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Lawrence W. Kaplan

Stephen H. Jordan

We iron out
settlements.

Alternative Dispute Resolution Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

(412) 338-1100 | www.rothmangordon.com

Louis B. Kushner

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

Attorneys and staff members representing winners of 2013 ACBA Pro Bono Achievement Awards gathered for a
photo during the Fellows Grand Reception. Pictured are, front (from left): Jamie Lynn Roberts (FedEx Ground),
Janet Goode (Christian Legal Aid), Jane Charlton, Elizabeth Lang (Tucker Arensberg) and Piyush Seth
(Tucker Arensberg); back: Jonathan McAnney (Tucker Arensberg); Karen Schumann (Tucker Arensberg);
Danielle Dietrich (Tucker Arensberg); Christopher W. Cahillane (Tucker Arensberg) and Kathryn Kenyon
(Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership).

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

Pittsburgh resident Carol Bergmann (left) chats with Whitney Hughes,
(middle) director of the ACBA’s Lawyer Referral Service and Pittsburgh
Lawyer Finder; and Juli Marhefka, human resources coordinator for
the ACBA, at their display table during the 30th KDKA Spaghetti
Breakfast at Heinz Hall Garden Plaza.

Bob Zellner answers questions following dinner.

Committee Vice-Chair Erin Boyts
announced the 2014 grant recipients.
Grant recipients for 2013 include the
Education Law Center, Jewish Family
& Children’s Service of Pittsburgh,
KidsVoice, NeighborhoodLegal Services
Association, Pittsburgh AIDS Task
Force, Pittsburgh Mercy Health
System, and the Women’s Center &
Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh.
Following that announcement,

Barbara Griffin, pro bono coordinator
for the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation, presented the 2013 Pro
Bono Achievement Awards.
Janet Goode, executive director of

Christian Legal Aid of Pittsburgh,
received the 2013 Lorraine M. Bittner
Public Interest Attorney Award and
Jane Charlton, a longtime NLSA
attorney, received the 2013 Jane F.
Hepting Individual Pro Bono Award.
Tucker Arensberg was honored with

the 2013 Organization Pro Bono Award.
JamieLynnRoberts ofFedExGroundand
master coordinator of the company’s
three Wills Clinics, received the 2013
AdministrativeAssistantProBonoAward.
Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership’s

Criminal Records Expungement Proj-
ect was praised for its work with the
2013 New Initiative Pro Bono Award.
During an interview, Zellner also

offered his gratitude and appreciation
for the services provided by attorneys.
“I love the legal profession because

I’ve been arrested 19 times, so I’ve needed
a lot of legal representation,” he said. �

KDKA Spaghetti Breakfast

View more photos from the
Fellows Grand Reception on the

ACBA website and Facebook page.
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Please contact Sheryl at 412-283-0267

to discuss your legal needs.

412-283-0260  Fax 412-283-0070  Toll-Free 1-888-817-2019

www.southhillsortho.com

SOUTH HILLS ORTHOPAEDIC
SURGERY ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Page 8 / October 18, 2013

Chris Stachtiaris, who chairs the
ACBA’s ADR Committee, said between
70 and 100 people have attended
previous lectures. He expects to reach
or exceed 100 participants at this event
since it marks the 10th anniversary,
will honor Kaplan, and will feature a
unique speaker. Individuals planning to
attend should register online by
visiting the association’s website at
www.acba.org and going to the “events”
section. The cost will be $45 per person.
The eventwill run from5 to 7:30 p.m.,

with the tribute to Kaplan starting
at 5:45 p.m. and the presentation to
follow. Participants will enjoy plenty
of hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar.
Stachtiaris believes Kiser will give

an engaging presentation.
“I like having academic-minded

speakers who can talk about what
influences us, how we deal with
conflict and what goes on in our mind,
rather than just discussing the different
forms of ADR,” said Stachtiaris, who
serves in an of counsel capacity at
Frank, Gale, Bails, Murcko & Pocrass
and is a client development consultant
for the FindLaw Division of
Thomson Reuters. “I like speakers
with a research-based understanding
of human nature.
“Randy’s research shows that

decision making has to do with skill
and not just experience. Having
the necessary skills to make better
decisions will help attorneys no
matter what judge they are in front of
or what type of conflict they are trying
to resolve,” he added. “He will provide
eye-opening information about how
we can make better decisions and
he will provide us with 10 specific
strategies that can help us.”
Although the lecture is typically

geared toward attorneys who practice
in the ADR field, this one is expected

to have a wide appeal. Stachtiaris, who
maintains a part-time collaborative
law practice, noted that Kiser’s
research could be applied to any area
of the law that involves litigation.
Therefore, he encourages litigation
attorneys to attend the program.
“The Kaplan Lecture is important

because it is truly educational. Too
often, other lectures are just teasers
for something else or people are trying
to sell something,” said Stachtiaris.
“We want people to walk away with
something they can put into practice.”
DavidBreen, whowearsmany hats in

the field of ADR, said ACBA members
should be especially interested in this
lecture and should not want to miss
the tribute to Kaplan. Breen co-chairs
the ACBA Family Law ADR Committee;
is vice-chair of the ACBA Collaborative
Law Committee; and is a boardmember
of the Kaplan Lecture Committee, the
ACBAADRCommittee, and theMediation
Council of Western Pennsylvania.
Breen, who has been attending

the lecture since its inception,
encourages ACBA members to
attend the November event.
“Mr. Kiser’s research involves

decision making by lawyers in the
context of litigation and claims
management across all legal practice
areas,” said Breen. “More than any
previous Kaplan Lecture, this one will

provide good decision-making tips for
lawyers and non-lawyers whether
they are involved with ADR or not.”
Dawn Lehman, restorative justice

coordinator for the Dialogue and
Resolution Center at the Center for
Victims, has attended six of the
lectures and is looking forward to
Kiser’s presentation.
“The topic of decision making is

relevant for everyone. Numerous
studies on this topic call on us to be
humble about our own certainty with
this skill,” said Lehman. “Randy’s
lecture will expose some of the biases
andmisconceptions which impede good
decisions and will provide specific
methods for improving decisionmaking,
particularly in conflict situations. His
research with attorneys is extremely
thoughtful and thorough, providing
a rich foundation to draw out the
connections between conflict and
decision making.
“The Kaplan Lectures have not only

provided me with access to leading
thinkers in our field, but have also
connected me to the ADR community
in Pittsburgh,” she added. “I work
with a community mediation program,
supported by a vibrant group of
volunteers. The Kaplan Lecture is an
opportunity to interact with a broader
group of professionals in the field that
I might not otherwise meet.” �

Pennsylvania and works with a group
of professional mediators.
“I talked to Randy and he is

motivated to achieve what many in
our community have been asking for –
practical tools in scrutinizing and
improving the attorney’s ability and
the ability of his or her client to make
better decisions,” said Rogow. “This
will be the most practical, hands-on
presentation we’ve had in 10 years
with the lecture.
“Randy talks about the dynamic of

decision making, an intriguing subject
for most of us, and he’s a great
communicator,” added Rogow. “He
has the ability to present eye-opening
analysis with practical, useful advice.
He talks about sources of settlement
error that attorneys are prone to and
offers ways to improve the quality
of decision making when under the
influence of conflict.”
The lecture is typically held in the

spring, but was moved to November
this year after a previously scheduled
speaker had to cancel.
This year’s 10th anniversary lecture

will be highlighted by a special video
tribute to Kaplan. The video, which
has already been viewed by the judge,
will feature colleagues and members
of the Kaplan Lecture Committee
talking about his many contributions
to the legal profession. Kaplan was
one of the first judges in the United
States to participate in training offered
by the Family Mediation Association in
Philadelphia in the early 1980s.
The annual lecture has been

highlighted each year by interesting
speakers who provide a wealth of
knowledge to advance awareness of
alternative methods of settling disputes.

KAPLAN LECTURE
continued from front cover

this year that it is cheaper to “have a
decent lawyer in the first place.”
“The Judiciary is an entire branch

of government. Yet, its budget is a
very small part – less than one percent
– of the entire federal budget,” said
Miller. “With plenty of waste in
other branches of government, it is
incomprehensible that the Judiciary
would be taking this kind of hit.”
Daniel Fitzsimmons, chief trial

deputy in the Allegheny County Office
of the District Attorney and chair
of the ACBA’s Criminal Litigation
Section, said some lawyers who have
agreed in the past to be on the panel
for court appointments may avoid
such work in the future.
“As to the effect that this may have,

it is really too early to tell,” said
Fitzsimmons. “One would think that if
the pool of panel attorneys shrinks,
delays in court proceedings may
result due to scheduling conflicts.” �

to the public, the Judiciary and
everyone involved in the criminal
justice system.
“Aside from representing the

majority of defendants in federal
criminal cases, they provide training,
legal resources and litigation support
to the entire federal defense bar,”
added Miller. “But cutting the federal
public defender budget, like cutting
CJA rates to court-appointed attorneys,
is not solving the problem. It is
pushing it off to other places.”
She stressed that understaffing and

underfunding cause delays, which
result in increased costs of pretrial
incarceration, which is already
expensive. She referred to a quote by
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen
Breyer who told the House
Appropriations Subcommittee earlier

BUDGET CUTS
continued from page 4

“Having the necessary skills to make better decisions will help
attorneys no matter what judge they are in front of or what type of
conflict they are trying to resolve.

 -Chris Stachtiaris, Alternate Dispute Resolution Committee Chair

“



New technology allows litigators to
review transcripts anytime, anywhere
by Daryn Teague

LexisNexis has announced the
release of an Apple app for TextMap
transcript management software,
which enables attorneys to review and
annotate transcripts from depositions
or other litigation proceedings on
their iPad tablets.
The new TextMap app for iPad

makes the transcript review process
even more efficient by delivering
anywhere, anytime access to the
leading tablet device for lawyers.
According to the 2012 American Bar
Association’s Tech Survey, 91 percent
of lawyers who use tablet devices (30
percent of all attorneys) use iPads.
“This new app allows litigators to

work more efficiently by reducing the
amount of time and effort to review and
manage transcripts,” said Mike Hahn,
senior director of Litigation Tools &
Professional Services at LexisNexis.

“Any litigation team member with an
iPad and the designated permissions
can quickly find and review specific
sections of transcripts in the case file,
manage that content by importing
multiple transcripts onto their iPads
simultaneously, and take their work
product mobile by annotating those
transcripts from any location.”
TextMap is software from LexisNexis

that manages transcripts in an electronic
format. The software allows litigation
teams to create a searchable database
of electronic transcripts from case
depositions, examinations and other
proceedings. TextMap is widely
used by law firms of all sizes for its
ease-of-use, ability to link multiple
exhibits to transcripts, and robust
reporting capabilities.
Key features of the TextMap app

for iPad include:
Import existing TextMap work

product – enables litigators to conduct

full review of depositions on their
iPads, including existing issues,
annotations and exhibit links.
Create new issues and edit

annotations – unlike competitive apps,
the TextMap app for iPad allows users
to take their work product mobile and
create new issues or edit annotations
on-the-fly from their iPads.
Faster searching – litigators can

search for a single word or phrase across
all transcripts in a case, accelerating
transcript review by finding key
passages in multiple transcripts while
working from any location.
Complete workflow integration –

users can email the entire case
file with updates to transcripts to
the firm’s TextMap database with
integration from iPad to desktop.

Users must have the installed
version of TextMap (version 6.2) in
order to use the app. The TextMap
app for iPad is the latest addition
to the lineup of mobile applications
from LexisNexis, enabling legal and
business professionals to find,
manage and share information
wherever they are.
TextMap is part of a suite of

litigation management products that
LexisNexis offers along the Electronic
Discovery Reference Model (EDRM).
From data processing, review,
analysis, production and presentation,
LexisNexis offers solutions and
tools for litigators to efficiently and
confidently manage their case data
and documents.
For more information or to download

the new LexisNexis TextMap app
for iPad from the Apple iTunes
store, go to www.lexisnexis.com/
textmap-app-download. �

Talk to an Investigator 1-866-587-4CSI

October 18, 2013 / Page 9

FOR A LISTING OF NEW ALLEGHENY COUNTY COURT

OF COMMON PLEAS CASES WHICH APPEAR IN THE

ONLINE PLJ OPINIONS, PLEASE SEE PAGE 2.
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Online CLE
Delivered over the Web at your convenience. We call this 24/7 CLE. When 
you need the information (or the credits), log on to our Online Campus and 

Live Webcasts

Upcoming Continuing Legal Education
All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by 

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association and are held at the  
PBI Professional Development Conference Center 

Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise below.

Live & Simulcast Seminars

w w w. p b i . o r g   8 0 0 - 9 3 2 - 4 6 37

Distance Education at pbi.org

Video Seminars

Simulcasts from PLI

is famous.

Campaign Finance & Lobbying Disclosure
 

Divides

 (Pittsburgh Mariott City Center)

Nov. 11-12 Patent Litigation



October 18, 2013 / Page 11

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to
support charitable work helping those in
need throughout SW Pennsylvania. For more informa-
tion contact the Foundation at www.pghpresbytery.org/
pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at
412-323-1400 Ext 318.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY!
MIRACLES TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE
INVESTIGATION 412-921-4046. Visit us on our website,
www.empireinv.com.

APPRAISALS
ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi.
412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.–25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

Lawyers’ Mart

NLRB’s mobile app aims to educate public
by Maria Greco Danaher

The National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) is taking advantage
of 21st Century technology to
reinforce its message to employers
and employees by adding a mobile app
to its toolkit of resources.
The NLRB already has a Twitter

account (https://twitter.com/NLRB)
in addition to a Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/NLRBpage).
In late August, the NLRB

announced the launch of its new
mobile app, available free of charge
for iPhone and Android users.
According to the NLRB’s press
release, “The app provides employers,
employees and unions with information
regarding their rights and obligations
under the National Labor Relations
Act (NLRA).”
The NLRA guarantees the right of

workers to join together with or without
a union to improve the terms and
conditions of the workplace. The goal

of the app is to help employees and
employers understand their respective
rights and obligations under that law,
using up-to-date technology. The app
provides contact information for NLRB
regional offices across the country, and
details the process used in elections to
determine whether employees wish to
be collectively represented.
The app follows the Department of

Labor’s 2011 “timesheet app” that
allows workers to independently track
the hours they work to determine
whether overtime wages are
owed. Online and mobile device apps
have expanded the availability of
information to which individuals have
access, and have increased the types
and volume of documentation relevant
to and discoverable in employment-
related lawsuits.
According to NLRB Chairman

Mark Gaston Pearce, the board
received more than 82,000 public
inquiries last year regarding
workplace issues.

“It is clear that the American people
have questions about the law,” he said.
“This app canhelp provide the answers.”
It is unclear as to whether the app

was formulated to address specific
questions, or simply to provide
another avenue for individuals to access
information currently available on the
NLRB’s other electronic sites.
There has been some speculation

that the app is being offered as a

response to the board’s difficulties
in gaining support for its “notice
posting rule” that was invalidated by
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in June of this year. That rule would
have required employers to post
notices that provided information
to union and non-union employees
regarding their rights in the
workplace under the NLRA. Now,
there is an app for that. �

v i s i t the acba
web s i t e at :

www. acba .org
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Keep These Local Qualified Judges…

Vote Yes for Retention!
On November 5th

All of these judges are recommended for retention by the Allegheny County Bar Association.
For more information, visit our Judicial Vote 2013 website at www.judicialvote13.org.

Paid for by the Judicial Excellence Committee, a political action committee of the Allegheny County Bar Association, P. Brennan Hart, Treasurer.

Honorable

Honorable
Lawrence J. O’Toole

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Honorable
Jill E. Rangos

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Honorable
Christine A. Ward

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Honorable
John A. Zottola

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Honorable
Ronald W. Folino

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

Honorable
Kathleen R. Mulligan

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas

questions of legal capacity, advocating
for clients in court or administrative
proceedings, and similar matters;
attend at least 45 hours of continuing
legal education courses pertaining to
elder law over a three-year period;
produce references attesting to the
candidate’s integrity and fitness to be
certified as an elder law attorney; and
show membership in good standing in
the bar, with at least five years of
practice as an attorney.

People on the Move

Sherrard, German & Kelly,
P.C., recently announced the addition
of new attorneys Robert K. Schweitzer
and Frances Dan Feng. Schweitzer
has joined the firm as an associate and
member of the firm’s Estates and
Trusts Services Group. He focuses
his practice on counseling individuals
and families with respect to estate and
long-term care planning, as well as
trust and estate administration. Feng
has joined the firm as an associate and

News and Notes
Edward P.

Wojnaroski Jr. of
Williams Coulson
Johnson Lloyd
Parker & Tedesco,
LLC, has authored
an estate planning
treatise titled
“Federal Tax
Issues of Employ-
ee Plan and Com-
mercial Annu-
ities,” recently
published by Tax

Management, Inc., a subsidiary of The
Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.

� � �

Andrew G.
Sykes, managing
attorney of Sykes
Elder Law, has
been certified as
an elder law attor-
ney by the Nation-
al Elder Law
Foundation. To
achieve the desig-
nation of Certified
Elder Law Attor-
ney (CELA), an
attorney must meet

a number of requirements: pass a
written test; show experience with a
broad range of elder law matters such
as estate planning, representation of
fiduciaries, advising on retirement,
planning for public benefits, helping
clients with health care directives and

Bar Briefs
member of the firm’s Corporate Servic-
es and Financial Services Groups. She
specializes in counseling financial
institutions and companies with respect
to a broad range of financial and
corporate matters and has particular
expertise in banking, leveraged buyouts,
and project finance related transactions.

� � �

Michele Sabo
Conti has joined
Meyer, Unkovic &
Scott LLP as a
member of the
firm’s Tax &
Estate Planning,
Corporate & Busi-
ness Law, and Oil
& Gas Groups.
She focuses her

practice on estate and trust planning,
administration of estates ranging
from $100,000 to over $25 million,
preparation of power of attorney
documents for use with financial
institutions and health care facilities,
as well as living wills.

� � �

Dickie,McCamey
& Chilcote, P.C.,
is pleased to
welcome Jason A.
Antin to the firm.
He is an associate
with the firm’s
Commercial Law
and Litigation
practice.

Andrew G.
Sykes

Edward P.
Wojnaroski Jr.

Robert K.
Schweitzer

Jason A.
Antin

Michele
Sabo Conti

Frances
Dan Feng

Publicize Your Section and Committee News!
The ACBA Communications Department is eager to promote any special activity or newsworthy
event emanating from your Committee or Section of interest to ACBA members, the media, or
the general public. Email us at news@acba.org with the following information:
� Name and description of the event � Date, time, and place of the event

� Name(s) of the sponsoring Section/Committee(s) � Name(s) of speakers and titles of presentations

� How many people do you expect to attend? � Name and phone number of a contact person

� Will there be an admission fee or ticket sales? If so, how much? � Are reservations needed to attend the event?

� Is there any other information you would like to share with us?

Thank you for your cooperation! �


	Celebrate Pro Bono Week 2013
	Speaker at Kaplan Lecturehelps attorneys improve decision-making skills
	Radio station’s campaign to address bullying is ideal fit for ACBA
	Budget cuts deliver hard hit tofederal public defender system
	More than $4 million from class-action suit will fund civil legal services
	Freedom Rider Bob Zellner speaks at Fellows Grand Reception
	KDKA Spaghetti Breakfast
	New technology allows litigators to review transcripts anytime, anywhere
	Upcoming Continuing Legal Education
	NLRB’s mobile app aims to educate public
	Bar Briefs

