
Volunteers are needed for the following
community outreach efforts:

Greater Pittsburgh CommunityGreater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank Food Bank –– Holiday MarketHoliday Market

December 14, 2013
Market Square • downtown Pittsburgh
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Role: Collect food donations and give
out vouchers for photos with Santa. 

In exchange for food donations, 
donors will receive a voucher for 

a free photo with Santa.

South Hills Interfaith MinistriesSouth Hills Interfaith Ministries
January 18, 2014

5301 Park Ave. • Bethel Park
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

More details to come.

Rainbow Kitchen Rainbow Kitchen ––
Valentine’s BrunchValentine’s Brunch

February 15, 2014
135 East Ninth Ave. • Homestead

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
(serving from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
Role: Prepare and serve special

Valentine’s Day brunch.

This year’s sponsors:This year’s sponsors:

Lead Sponsor:Lead Sponsor:

Supporting Sponsor:Supporting Sponsor:
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Annual Attorneys Against Hunger campaign begins
campaign, has no dedicated funding
source and faces the challenge of 
rising food costs.

In addition to FOR, the campaign
supports the following organizations:
East End Cooperative Ministry, First
English Evangelical Lutheran Church,
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh,
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food
Bank, Intersection, Jubilee Kitchen,
Just Harvest, North Hills Community
Outreach, Pittsburgh AIDS Task
Force, Rainbow Kitchen, Smithfield
United Church of Christ, South Hills
Interfaith Ministries, Squirrel Hill
Community Food Pantry, St. Mary of
Mercy Parish, Trinity Cathedral, and
the Urban League of Pittsburgh
Hunger Services.

The bar foundation encourages
attorneys, paralegals, law firms, and
ACBA sections, committees, and 
divisions to become involved with the
AAH program. Giving back is simple.
You can help by donating or volunteering
at one of the community outreach
events. Secure online donations can 
be made at www.acbf.org. Checks,
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Judge Lancaster’s legacy immortalized at U.S. Courthouse
by Tracy Carbasho

Judge Gary Lancaster left behind
the greatest legacy of all by living
each day in a manner that touched the
hearts of everyone he met.

He will forever be remembered by
colleagues, friends and family 
members for exuding grace and
charm, bringing professionalism to
the courtroom, being committed to the
U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania, having a

great sense of humor, and working hard
to succeed without ever forgetting to
give a helping hand to others.

“The boss was adamant that he only
wanted to keep law clerks working in
his office for one year,” said Michael
Palus, who served as Lancaster’s
deputy clerk for nearly 25 years. “I
would sometimes ask him if we could
keep a particular clerk longer so there
wouldn’t be a learning curve with
someone new. He wanted to give as
many people as possible an opportunity
to clerk for a federal judge and he did
that for about 44 people. He valued
and appreciated his clerks.”

Palus, who shared a special bond
with Lancaster, sat in the judge’s
office as he answered questions during
a phone interview with the Lawyers
Journal. He believed it was appropriate
as his last official act on behalf of the
man he came to know fondly as not
only “the boss,” but also a father figure.

“I was blessed and fortunate to
have spent as much time with him as I
did. We had a comfort level with each
other and I looked at him as a second
father,” said Palus. “The boss was a
great judge who treated everyone with
respect and he valued being a judge.
He accomplished everything he set
his mind to and serving as chief judge
was the ultimate achievement for him.”

Lancaster was serving as chief
judge when he passed away unexpectedly
in April at the age of 63. He was
appointed to the District Court by former
President Bill Clinton and took the
oath of office in 1993. He became
chief judge in 2009 and was slated to
continue in that capacity until 2014
when he would have turned 65 and
assumed senior judge status.

A special memorial ceremony was
held in his honor on Sept. 13 at the
U.S. Courthouse. The ceremony 
culminated with the dedication of 
the third-floor atrium to commemorate

Lancaster’s legacy. The atrium is 
adjacent to the chambers and courtroom
where he presided. The suggestion to
name the atrium in Lancaster’s honor
was made by Clerk of Court Robert
Barth Jr. and approved by the Board
of Judges.

Palus said Lancaster was instrumental
in the late 1990s in selecting Shalom
Baranes Associates as the architect to
undertake a major renovation of the
courthouse. As chair of the District
Court’s Space and Facilities Committee,

he helped make design decisions,
offered input, and supervised the
overall project.

Since the atrium was part of the
$85-million renovation, Palus said
Lancaster would have been especially
proud that it is now adorned with a
plaque designating it as the Honorable
Gary L. Lancaster Atrium.

After Lancaster’s death, Sean
McLaughlin took over as chief judge.

U.S. District Court Chief Judge Joy Flowers Conti presided at a memorial
ceremony held in honor of Judge Gary Lancaster. She is shown with 
Lancaster’s son, Matt.

Continued on page 8

payable to Attorneys Against Hunger,
can be mailed to the ACBF, 400 
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Ave.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

Through underwriting provided by
Steidl & Steinberg and Gleason &
Associates, 100% of campaign proceeds
will go directly to the agencies. In
addition, Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott,
the Rita M. McGinley Foundation and
McGinley family members of the bar
have once again pledged their support
through a Challenge Grant.

Anyone interested in volunteering
should contact Lisa DiStefano-Bauer
at 412-402-6681 or lbauer@acba.org. ■

by Erin Rhodes

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation
has launched this year’s Attorneys
Against Hunger campaign.

For 20 years, the AAH program has
provided the area’s legal community
with a unique opportunity to join
together and make a difference in the
lives of those struggling with hunger and
poverty. The organizations supported by
the campaign serve thousands of 
individuals each month. These individuals
represent a diverse and varied 
community, which includes the 
homeless, unemployed, immigrants,
elderly, and single-parent families.

Focus on Renewal (FOR) in 
McKees Rocks is the newest recipient
of AAH funds. Its food pantry, like
most of the agencies supported by the
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you have observed or experienced any

form of gender bias, you may contact one of

the following members of the Gender Bias

Subcommittee of the Women in the Law

Division. The duty officers will keep your

report confidential and will discuss with you

actions available through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-261-2753

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee

“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee

Members to answer ethical questions by

telephone on a daily basis.

November

Thomas D. Arbogast ..............412-577-5226 

John H. Riordan, Jr.................412-394-3347

December

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466 

Michael M. Lyons....................412-392-2070

Betts Mediation &
Dispute Resolution LLC

Experienced
Over 30 years -

business and securities litigation

Balanced
Representation of individuals and

businesses, on both sides of the "v"

Creative
Customized mediation approaches - 

facilitative/evaluative/hybrid

Commercial Litigation & Business Disputes/
Securities Litigation & Arbitrations Michael J. Betts

The Frick Building, 437 Grant Street, Suite 200, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412.223.5004  |  www.bettsmediationllc.com

Home health care workers to
be protected under the FLSA
by Patrick J. Fazzini

The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
issued a final rule in September to
extend the minimum wage and 
overtime protections of the Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA) to an estimated
two million home health care workers.
Scheduled to take effect on Jan. 1,
2015, the amendment narrows the
FLSA’s “companionship” exemption.

In 1974, Congress extended the
FLSA’s wage-protection provisions to
virtually all domestic service workers.
However, it included a limited 
exception for workers who provided
for the care, fellowship, and protection
of individuals who, because of
advanced age or physical or mental
infirmity, could not care for 
themselves. These “companionship”
services, which are widely used for
the in-home care of loved ones, most
often include assistance with household
work, such as preparing meals, washing

clothes, and doing other similar 
personal services.

U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomas E.
Perez recently summarized these
types of services, stating, “Many
American families rely on the vital
services provided by direct care
workers. Because of their hard work,
countless Americans are able to live
independently, go to work and participate
more fully in their communities.”

The DOL points out that the home
health care industry has grown 
significantly over the last 35 years and
that the in-home care services provided
to individuals today are markedly 
different than they were when the
companionship services regulations
were first promulgated. As a result,
and in an effort to extend the FLSA’s
protection to this ever-growing 
in-home workforce, the final rule
removes the ability of third-party
employers to avail themselves of the
companionship exemption.

However, it does permit the 
individual, family or household
employer directly employing the
worker to continue to take advantage
of the exemption as long as the
employee still primarily provides the
fellowship and protection contemplated
by the exemption. The final rule also
explains that direct care workers, who
perform medically-related services
for which training typically is a 
prerequisite, are not companionship
workers and, therefore, are entitled to
the minimum wage and overtime pay.

As a result of the final rule, many
third-party employers, specifically
home health care agencies, should be
on the lookout for potential FLSA 
liability, stemming from improper
exemption classification and 
compensation issues.

Why the delayed start date? The
DOL indicates that the Jan. 1, 2015
start date is intended to give employers
time to adjust.
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Department of Health and Human
Services has set the poverty threshold
for a family of four at a gross household
income not exceeding $23,550 annually
($1,963 monthly). The number for a
single person household does not
exceed $11,490 annually ($958 monthly).
Thirty-six percent of the impoverished
live in single-parent families.

Many opportunities exist for attorneys
of any experience level to serve in a
pro bono capacity through the Pro
Bono Center of the Allegheny County
Bar Foundation. The center recruits,
trains and supports volunteer attorneys
who provide pro bono legal assistance.
I invite you to visit the foundation
website to review the mission statement
of the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership,
through which the center collaborates
with law firms, legal departments and
the Neighborhood Legal Services
Association to offer its signature pro
bono legal services to those in our
community with limited means. With
the assistance of our partners in the
legal community, the center continues
to grow as a substantial resource 
in identifying the right pro bono
opportunities for our lawyers.

Our bar association is working
strenuously to improve equal access
to justice for our low-income neighbors
through grants and legislative efforts.
This past year, the Board of Governors
passed two resolutions: one drafted by
the Senior Lawyers Committee 
promoting measures that would allow
retired and inactive attorneys to 
practice law for the limited purpose of
providing pro bono service; and one
presented by the Public Service 
Committee urging the Commonwealth
to establish a right to counsel for 
low-income individuals in civil legal
proceedings addressing the basic
human needs of shelter, sustenance,
safety, health, and child custody.

From Oct. 21-25, the ACBA 
participated in National Pro Bono
Week, which focused on the increased
need for pro bono services and 
celebrated the outstanding work of
lawyers who have volunteered their
time throughout the year. The bar
association encouraged attorneys to
take the Pro Bono Pledge, committing

their time to at least one case in 2014.
Some attended the Legal Services
Corporation panel discussions, which
showcased Pittsburgh’s leadership in
pro bono initiatives. Others 
volunteered their time to provide free
legal services to those in need for 
protection-from-abuse hearings, 
custody conciliations, criminal record
expungements, or drafting wills.

On Oct. 29, the ACBA hosted a
Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary 
Committee Public Hearing, framed as

“Civil Legal Representation of the
Indigent: Have We Achieved Equal Access
to Justice?” The bar association will
be tracking the activity of the committee
in the months following the hearing.

Although the American Bar 
Association reserved only one 
week for the National Pro Bono 
celebration, the ACBA encourages its
members and other partners to
remain conscientious regarding our
pro bono obligations throughout the
entire year. ■
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ACBA members urged to provide pro bono services

by Nancy L. Heilman

“Equal justice under law is perhaps
the most inspiring ideal of our society.
It is fundamental that justice should
be the same, in substance and 
availability, without regard to 
economic status,” according to Lewis
Powell Jr., former U.S. Supreme Court
associate justice.

The recent economic turmoil — in
these days of sequestration, public
service attorney layoffs, and budget
cuts at the federal, state and local
level — has resulted in devastating
financial gaps affecting the right to
equal justice. The Pennsylvania Rules
of Professional Conduct encourage
the preservation of this ideal through
voluntary pro bono public service.
Therefore, it is critical that members
of the bar step forward to offer pro
bono legal services directly or
through donations to providers of
these services.

In November 2012 the U.S. Census
Bureau reported that more than 16
percent of the U.S. population lives in
poverty, including almost 20 percent
of American children. The U.S.

Nancy L. Heilman
ACBA President

PLEDGE

In recognition of my professional 
responsibility to increase equal 
access to justice, I pledge to 
provide pro bono legal services 
to at least one individual or 
organization through a Pro Bono 
Center program or member 
organization during calendar 
year 2014.

Visit our website for
volunteer opportunities!

www.pittsburghprobono.org
Take the pledge online!

If you have an idea for a story,
please contact Jennifer Pulice at
jpulice@acba.org or 412-402-6623.

STORY IDEAS
WANTED



Women who chair ACBA divisions outline their objectives
by Tracy Carbasho

The women who chair the ACBA’s
three divisions are ambitious and ready
to make their terms as memorable 
as possible.

Serving at the helm are Nicola
Henry-Taylor for the Women in the
Law Division; Cynthia B. Moore for
the Homer S. Brown Division; and
Regina Wilson for the Young Lawyers
Division. They recently shared their
objectives with the Lawyers Journal
and talked about aspects of their 
backgrounds that prepared them to
serve in their current leadership roles.

The questions and the answers
from the chairs follow:

Nicola Henry-Taylor
Women in the Law Division

What are your primary goals as
chair? “To encourage women attorneys
of color to join the ACBA and to
become active in the Women in the
Law Division. The WLD is currently
working with the chairs of the Young
Lawyers Division, the Homer S.
Brown Division and the Diversity 
Collaborative Committee to discuss
collaborative programs to promote
diversity in the bar association. 
The program may include a wine 
tasting, as well as Continuing Legal
Education programming at the Bench-
Bar Conference.”

What aspects of your background
best prepared you to serve as chair?
“My experience as chair of the WLD
Program Planning Committee was an
excellent way to help me understand
what programming is important to the
WLD membership. Additionally, as a
member of the WLD, I have the 
opportunity to be one of the founding
members of the Diversity Collaborative
and the Professional Development
Subcommittee. The WLD was a great
leadership training ground. My 
colleagues in the division encouraged
me to run for the Judiciary Committee,
which I chaired, and the Board of
Governors where I am serving the last
year of my term.”

What do you consider to be the 
division’s biggest project or program?
“The WLD is proud that we have
brought national speakers, such as
Anita Hill and Nina Totenberg, to
Pittsburgh. This spring, we will bring
another well-known speaker into
Pittsburgh and will provide the details
once they have been finalized.”

What do you consider to be the 
division’s biggest claim to fame? “Our
annual meeting honoring a female
member of the ACBA with the Judge
Carol Los Mansmann Helping Hand
Award is the highlight of the WLD
year. This meeting attracts men and
women who may not attend our 
meetings on a regular basis, but share
our mission of creating programs to
educate the members of the bar and
the judiciary as to the character and
impact of overt and subtle barriers
which deny women the opportunity to
achieve full integration and equal 
participation in the work, responsibilities
and rewards of the legal profession.”

What are the most rewarding
aspects of serving as chair? “Being
part of a legacy of leadership of a
group of talented people. It is
extremely rewarding to see people
like Jill Weimer, secretary, serve as chair
of our Gender Bias Subcommittee;
Kelly Williams, our chair-elect, create
a Lean-In Circle; Jeanine DeBor, our
immediate past chair, create a WLD
Sidebar; Krysia Kubiak, former chair,
create a brown bag lunch series… I
could go on and on about the seasoned
leadership. There is also new talent in
the WLD and we are excited to be
engaging these women and look 
forward to the programs and events
they are planning.”

What are the most demanding
aspects of serving as chair? “The
most demanding aspect for me is time.
I am a solo practitioner who practices
in more than one county and in areas
of the law that have high client 
contact. In addition to that, I am also 

a mother and wife. The staff in my
office and my colleagues at the WLD
have been a huge help in helping me to
balance all of these competing priorities.”

For more information about the
division, contact Henry-Taylor at
Nicola@henry-taylorlaw.com.

Cynthia B. Moore
Homer S. Brown Division

What are your primary goals as
chair? “To promote programs and
activities that sustain the HSBD 
mission, to make the ACBA 
membership more aware of the 
division’s purpose, and to encourage
ACBA members to join the division
and participate in its activities. The
HSBD provides a forum to deal with
the problems and obligations that
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TAX EVASION.
TAX FRAUD. 
FAILURE TO FILE.

• J. Alan Johnson: Former U.S. Attorney
• Defended numerous cases of tax evasion, failure to file and fraudulent return cases
• Highly experienced with federal sentencing guidelines
• Listed in the Best Lawyers in America and Pennsylvania Super Lawyers
• Martindale Hubbell Peer Review Rating AV Preeminent

WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS

JOHNSON BRUZZESE & TEMPLE, LLC | 1720 Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street | Pittsburgh, PA 15219

www.jbtattorneys.com  |  412.338.4790

affect African-American members of
the bar association and develops 
education, networking and public
service programs that assist the bar
association, local law students of
African descent, and the local African-
American community. Programs in
furtherance of our mission for 2013-
2014 include the 15th Annual Martin
Luther King Prayer Breakfast and
program on Jan. 21; the 10th Annual
HSBD Black History Month program
and awarding of the Oliver L. Johnson
Legal Education Scholarship in February;
and the Street Law Clinic in April.”

What aspects of your background
best prepared you to serve as chair?
“I have been an active member of
Homer S. Brown since I was admitted
to the bar in 2000. Prior to being elected
chair, I served as secretary, treasurer
and co-chair of several programs and
events. Additionally, my position with
KidsVoice, representing abandoned,
abused and neglected children, has
provided me with an opportunity to
have insight into the unique problems
facing many in the Allegheny County
African-American community.”

What do you consider to be the 
division’s biggest project or program?
“On Jan. 21, 2014, the division will
host its 15th Annual Martin Luther
King Prayer Breakfast. The event, free
and open to the public, has historically
been attended by members of the bar
and bench, as well as local government
officials and dignitaries. Following
breakfast served at 7:30 a.m., a program
beginning at 8:30 a.m. commemorates
the life of Dr. King and his contributions
to changes in the law and social justice.
Also, the HSBD Spirit Award is 
presented to an individual or 
organization recognizing their 
contributions in perpetuating the 
convictions of Dr. King to make 
justice, equality, and opportunity a
reality for all people.”

What do you consider to be the 
division’s biggest claim to fame?
“The annual Street Law Clinic, in 
collaboration with the ACBA Pro Bono
Center and the University of 
Pittsburgh’s Black Law Students
Association, offers free legal advice 
to local residents and provides a
meaningful experience to those who
volunteer their services. Volunteer
attorneys from the HSBD outreach to
individuals who may need, but cannot
afford, legal assistance. The law 
clinics have been held in various 
predominantly African-American
communities. The 2013 clinic was
such a success that the Homewood-
Brushton YMCA has requested that
we use the same location for the 2014
Street Law Clinic.”

What are the most rewarding
aspects of serving as chair? “As chair,
I am often viewed as a resource or
point of entry for African-American
attorneys, as well as local law students
who wish to interface with the greater
Pittsburgh area legal community. 
Furthermore, as chair I also serve as
the HSBD liaison to the ACBA Board
of Governors. In this capacity, I am
able to interface directly with the 
officers, governors and other liaisons

and learn of opportunities where the
division can better serve the ACBA
and further the HSBD mission.”

What are the most demanding
aspects of serving as chair? “In 
addition to managing our annual core
programs, the MLK Prayer Breakfast
and Black History Month program, I
receive requests from community
groups, law students and other ACBA
divisions to sponsor or collaborate on
various events. While most requests
are in line with the HSBD mission
statement, participation in all
requests is not possible. It is often
very challenging to choose which
events or opportunities have the best
value for the HSBD.”

For more information about 
the division, contact Moore at
cmoore@kidsvoice.org.

Regina Wilson
Young Lawyers Division

What are your primary goals as
chair? “My main goals for my term as
chair are:

Diverse Law Student Initiative—
This is a new program for the Young
Lawyers Division.   Pitt and Duquesne
have made a concerted effort to
increase the number of diverse law
students who attend law school in
Pittsburgh. Unfortunately, many, if not
most, of these law students leave the
Pittsburgh area after law school. The
Diverse Law Student Initiative is an
effort by the YLD to help connect
diverse law students to the local 
community while in law school with
the goal of keeping them here after
they graduate from law school. This
program is under the leadership of the
YLD Diversity Committee Chairs 
Kim Tague and Tyra Oliver.

Chair Project—My chair project
this year is going to focus on anti-
bullying. The ACBA does quite a bit
already with its anti-bullying 
campaign. I hope to build on this 
campaign because as recent news 
stories have shown, this is still a big
problem in our society.

Fundraiser for the Allegheny County
Bar Foundation—My very first YLD
event was Carnivale in 2008. Carnivale
was a fundraiser held by the YLD for
the ACBF. During the event, attendees
could play a variety of casino table

games where they could win tickets.
The tickets were then used to win 
various prizes. Even though we have
not done a Carnivale since 2008, it is
still one of my favorite YLD events.”

What aspects of your background
best prepared you to serve as chair?
“My involvement with the ACBA has
really prepared me for this position. I
had the opportunity to serve as 
president of the Homer S. Brown Law
Association from 2010 to 2011. During
my year as president, I led the 
transition of the HSBLA from an 
independent organization to its 
current status as a division of the
ACBA. I was also a member of the
2008-2009 Bar Leadership Initiative
class. Both of these experiences
allowed me to sit in on Board of 
Governors meetings and get a behind-
the-scenes view of the ACBA. 
I learned how the ACBA operates.
This information has helped me serve
as chair.”

What do you consider to be the 
division’s biggest project or program?
“I think our largest project/program
based on the number of volunteers is
the Children’s Holiday Party. Every
year, the YLD collects gifts from the
local legal community for children in
local shelters. This program involves
over 100 volunteers each year. The
volunteers help us collect, sort, wrap
and deliver these gifts to the children.
In any given year, we provide gifts for
over 200 children. We bring Santa,
cookies and drinks for the children.”

What do you consider to be the 
division’s biggest claim to fame? “The
YLD just received two awards from
the American Bar Association’s Young
Lawyers Division. In our category, the
YLD received first-place awards for
Service to the Public and Service to

the Bar. The YLD placed second in the
Comprehensive Award. I have had the
opportunity to speak with leaders of
other Young Lawyer Divisions, and I
have come to realize that the ACBA
YLD does a lot of programming for a
division of a county bar association.
We do as much, if not more, than some
Young Lawyers Divisions of state bar
associations. I think the Children’s
Holiday Party is our biggest claim 
to fame.”

What are the most rewarding
aspects of serving as chair? “The
most rewarding aspects of serving as
chair are the new experiences and
meeting new people. As chair-elect
and chair, I have had the opportunity
to travel to ABA conferences to 
represent the YLD and the ACBA. At
these conferences, I have met young
lawyers from all over the world. I
have had the opportunity to present at
a national conference. This opportunity
has allowed me to meet many of the
ACBA’s YLD members. As chair, I have
attended many events that I wouldn’t
normally attend which has allowed me
to meet many new people.”

What are the most demanding
aspects of serving as chair? “Serving
as chair of a division is a large time
commitment. It’s something that I
prepared for when I sought this 
position. However, for me the hardest
part of being a chair is learning to 
delegate and trust my committee
chairs to oversee the numerous YLD
projects and programs. I’m really
excited about all of the programs and
events the committee chairs and 
the committees have planned for 
this year.”

For more information about 
the division, contact Wilson at 
regina.wilson112@gmail.com. ■



Castille addresses need for civil legal aid
by Amy Kelchner

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Chief
Justice Ronald Castille recently 
participated in a forum with judicial
leaders in neighboring states to discuss
how their respective courts are
addressing the gap between the need
for legal services and the ability to meet
such needs in the civil justice system.

“Our justice system serves all
Americans, not just those who have
the resources to access it,” said
Castille. “Legal aid is critical in helping
low-income people tackle civil cases.
And in difficult economic times, 
foreclosure, domestic violence cases
and the issues resulting from job loss
multiply, increasing the need for aid
more than ever.”

The panel discussion in October
was hosted by the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court in its Pittsburgh 
courtroom. It was part of a board
meeting of the Legal Services Corporation
(LSC), the single largest financial 
supporter of civil legal aid for 
low-income Americans. LSC provides
federal grants to 134 nonprofit legal
aid organizations, including eight
organizations in Pennsylvania.

The LSC board periodically holds
its board meetings in different parts of
the country and incorporates discussions
with regional judicial leaders into its
agenda. The goal of the discussion was
to develop new approaches to funding
legal services and educating Americans
about the needs of the poor who 
cannot afford representation.

Across the country, there is a 
growing gap between the need for

civil legal services and the ability to
meet that need.

LSC has a bipartisan board,
appointed by the president of the
United States, which oversees the 
distribution of congressionally 
appropriated funds to programs in
each state. The board is responsible
for oversight of those funds and for
promotion of access to justice and
equal access to all.

According to Castille, only one in
five low-income Pennsylvanians with
a critical legal problem is likely to get
legal help from any source. He said
that while half of those who apply for
legal aid are turned away, many others
never even apply because they know
that legal aid organizations have
severe resource restraints.

Castille has been recognized
nationally as a leader in the fight 

for equal representation for the
nation’s most vulnerable citizens. The 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, under
his leadership, has worked diligently
to develop creative ways to fund 
legal aid without the use of tax 
dollars. Most recently, the court
passed a rule stating that unclaimed
or leftover funds in class-action 
lawsuits will be used to support civil
legal aid. ■
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Allegheny County Bar Foundation Pro Bono Coordinator Barbara Griffin participated in a panel discussion in
October about the need for civil legal services. The event, which was held during Pro Bono Week, was hosted by
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court as part of a board meeting of the Legal Services Corp. 
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ACBF unveils user-friendly, informative websites

by Erin Rhodes and
Elizabeth Parker Gaetani

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation
has launched a redesigned website.

Foundation staff members worked
for several months with Matt Mraz,
the Allegheny County Bar Association’s
webmaster, to create a more 
sophisticated web presence for the
ACBF and to provide the public and
legal community with easy access to
its many programs.

Features of the site include 
information on upcoming events and
campaigns, as well as opportunities to
receive grants and educational
awards. The site also provides
descriptions of the ACBF’s 14 named
funds, and links where users can find
information about volunteering or
making a financial contribution.

In addition, members of the public
can use the website to gain access to
important resources, such as the 
Pro Bono Center and the Juvenile
Court Project.

The Pro Bono Center of the ACBF
has launched a new website and 

new domain name at
www.pittsburghprobono.org. This
website was created to serve volunteer
attorneys and low-income neighbors
by providing quick and easy access 
to information, such as volunteer
opportunities and where to go for
legal help.

Navigation of the website is easy.
Individuals seeking free legal assistance
or attorneys looking to donate funds or
time to a particular organization will
find the format very user-friendly
with information that is easy to locate.

The “Volunteer Opportunities
Guide” is a main feature of the new
site. Thanks to a collaborative effort
between the Pro Bono Center and the
ACBA’s Young Lawyers Division,
including YLD members Julie Colton,
Richard Ernsberger, Trevor Fleming,
Katy McKee and Rachel Rosnick, the
guide provides comprehensive 
information for prospective volunteers
on more than 30 pro bono projects and
Pro Bono Center member organizations,
their current needs, time commitment
requirements, fields of focus, and 
contact information.

Eric D. Nabors, M.D.
Derrick J. Fluhme, M.D.
Christopher M. Manning, M.D.
Brett C. Perricelli, M.D.
Damon B. Combs, DPM

2000 Oxford Drive, Suite 211
Bethel Park, PA 15102

The Doctors at South Hills Orthopaedic Surgery
Associates are board certified and are available

for IME’s, depositions, and narrative reports.
Please contact Sheryl at 412-283-0267

to discuss your legal needs.

412-283-0260    Fax 412-283-0070    Toll-Free 1-888-817-2019

www.southhillsortho.com

SOUTH HILLS ORTHOPAEDIC
SURGERY ASSOCIATES, P.C.

www.acbf.org www.pittsburghprobono.org

Another useful tool on the new site
is the “Get Legal Help” page. It lists
useful information regarding local
organizations and agencies that are
available to provide legal assistance to
low-income individuals, including Pro
Bono Center member organizations
and projects, and other agencies
where individuals might successfully
seek the help they need.

Other features of the site include
information on upcoming Continuing
Legal Education classes, links to 
volunteer resources and self-help

materials for pro se litigants, upcoming
events, pro bono awards listings,
access to the donation page, and 
information on Pro Bono Center 
projects, member organizations, and
the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership.

Visit the new website at
www.pittsburghprobono.org and
explore all that the Pro Bono Center
has to offer.

The ACBF welcomes feedback.
Send comments/suggestions about the
new websites to Erin Rhodes at
erhodes@acba.org. ■

The Public Service Committee and the Pro Bono Center are
working to increase the availability of volunteer attorneys for 
low-income individuals by asking Pittsburgh-area attorneys 

and staff to take the Pro Bono Pledge. Together, we can 
increase equal access to justice. Take the pledge today!

www.pittsburghprobono.org



Mediation and Arbitration/ 
Civil Litigation 

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com
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Having the right team 
makes all the difference

Employment Litigation Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
(412) 338-1100
www.rothmangordon.com

Colleen Ramage Johnston, Lori R. Miller, 
Nikki Velisaris Lykos, and James W. Carroll, Jr.  

However, he resigned this summer to
accept another position and Joy Flowers
Conti became the new chief judge.

Conti presided and gave the 
introduction during the special 
ceremony in September.

“He had a great wit and it was
always a pleasure to be around him.
He had a great personality and people
liked him, especially in his role as
chief judge,” said Conti. “He was a very
practical judge and a no-nonsense,
down-to-earth person. He was also
very efficient and well regarded. If I
had a problem, I would seek his advice.
He was very good with case management.”

Conti recalls a trip that occurred
about six years ago when a handful of
judges from the Western District and
the Eastern District attended a judicial
conference in New York. When the
judges arrived, they discovered that
the hotel did not have televisions in any
of the rooms. There was an additional
cost for the use of a television.

“Judge Lancaster paid for a television
and invited all of the judges to his
room and it was a lot of fun,” she said.
“I still miss him. I think of him often and
wish he was still here as the chief judge.”

U.S. District Court Senior Judge
Donetta Ambrose also has fond 
memories of her colleague and friend.
In particular, she remembers the day
Barack Obama was first inaugurated.

“Gary and I sat in my office, watching
the events unfold on television. Soon,
we were both in tears, saying to each
other, ‘Look what can happen in this
great country,’” she recalled. “He and
I had similar backgrounds. We had
wonderful parents who sacrificed for
us. We did not come from families 
of lawyers or professionals. Gary

JUDGE LANCASTER
continued from front cover

appreciated all that he had 
accomplished and was humbled by 
the responsibilities of the job.

“As a judge, he knew we were doing
important work and he treated the job
as important for that reason. He was
always striving to do the best job 
that could be done,” added Ambrose.
“He cared deeply for the court and 
his colleagues.”

She also noted that Lancaster had
the best sense of humor of anyone she
has known. Even more importantly, he
was a good friend that she could rely
on for sound advice. From her friend,
she learned the value of patience.

“Patience is not one of my strong
suits and Gary taught me to stop, take
a breath and calmly proceed,” she
said. “Gary also taught me that men
and women can be the best of friends,
despite what Billy Crystal said in
‘When Harry Met Sally.’”

Others who presented comments at
the memorial ceremony or the atrium
dedication either in person or via
video were Lancaster’s relatives,
including his brother Paul, his mother
Arabelle and his son Matthew; 
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett; 
University of Pittsburgh Law School
Dean William Carter Jr.; Tina Miller, a
partner at Farrell & Reisinger; U.S.
District Court Judge Cathy Bissoon;
and Shalom Baranes, a principal at
the architectural firm chosen for the
courthouse renovation.

During the ceremony, Carter
announced the creation of an endowment
fund known as The Honorable Gary L.
Lancaster Award for Public Interest
or Service. Income from the fund will be
awarded as part of the Loan Repayment
Assistance Program at the University
of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Lancaster received his law degree
from the University of Pittsburgh in

1974. He made a gift to his alma
mater’s law school in his will with the
direction that it be used to establish a
fellowship or scholarship program.

Carter, who took over as dean at the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
in 2012, did not have the opportunity
to get to know Lancaster very well.

“But in my relatively brief acquaintance
with him, I was most struck by his
thoughtfulness and his sincerity, as
well as by the fact that his obvious
intellect and many accomplishments
were never a barrier to his ability to
relate to people from many different
walks of life,” said Carter. “I believe
that his intellectual leadership, his
commitment to public service and
access to justice, his unwavering sense
of fairness, and his commitment to
mentoring were his biggest contributions.”

Bissoon said the general theme that
emerged from all of the individuals
who spoke at the ceremony was that
Lancaster understood and cared 
about people.

“He cared about his family, his
friends, his hometown, the litigants in
his courtroom, and his law clerks,”
she said.

Bissoon, who served as a clerk for
Lancaster from 1994 to 1995, said the
judge made a prediction on the last
day of her clerkship. He said that she
would one day become a judge, a dream
that she never imagined at the time.

“It was his dream for me. In 2008,
due in large part to Judge Lancaster’s
quiet guidance and support, I became
a magistrate judge on this court,” said
Bissoon. “On that day, I cried, but
what struck me the most that day was
that Judge Lancaster, a man we all
knew to be quite stoic, cried with
pride for me.”

When she told him a few years later
that she had been selected for a seat

as a federal judge on the District
Court, he was happier than she had
ever seen him.

“There have been only a few people
in my life who have so genuinely
championed me without expecting
anything in return,” said Bissoon. “He
was one of those people. He never,
ever sought glory for the things he did
or accomplished.”

The most important lesson Bissoon
learned from the judge was to take the
time to mentor others as he did so
willingly.

Miller said Lancaster was a mentor
to many lawyers and was a big 
supporter of women and minorities.

“He never bragged about helping
people. Like everything else, he did
this quietly and on his own terms,”
said Miller. “He was a terrific mentor
for me. He arranged for my appointment
to the Judicial Selection Committee
for Bankruptcy Court and he also
appointed me to various committees
within the court that turned out to be
very professionally rewarding.”

U.S. District Court Judge Nora
Barry Fischer recalls practicing as a
trial lawyer before Lancaster when he
was first a magistrate judge and then
a district judge. He was always fair,
deliberate and practical with a dry
sense of humor. She also remarked
that he and Palus were a true team
with a great working relationship.

“When he spoke, you could hear the
feelings he had for the court and our
work as judges,” said Fischer. “Certainly,
the renovation of the courthouse and
his work as chief judge, along with his
years of dispensing justice in both
civil and criminal cases, are his legacy
in the law.”

Many of his former clerks shared
the sentiments expressed by the
judges and his other colleagues. Their
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thoughts were included in a commem-
orative book that was created by 
Bissoon for Lancaster’s family.

“He actually wanted to know about
what was going on in my life and he
would take the time to tell me stories
about his life as a way to give me 
guidance and perspective,” said Evan
Gascoine, an associate at Orrick, 
Herrington & Sutcliffe who served as
his clerk in 2010-2011. “I never had a
boss before who took the time or made
such an effort to get to know me as a
person and there is a good chance I
will not have this happen again as I
have come to realize Judge Lancaster
was a unique individual.”

Abigail Jones, an associate at Babst
Calland Clements & Zomnir, served as
Lancaster’s clerk in 2011-2012. She
will always be grateful for his support
as she made her way in a new city
with a young child.

“He gave me a chance to start a
legal career when others did not,” she
recalled. “Through both his words and
his actions, he demonstrated the
importance he placed on being a good
parent and on helping his clerks meet
their obligations as parents.”

Sarah Andrews, an associate at
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, was a clerk
for the judge in 2010-2011. She
enjoyed being in Lancaster’s courtroom

and noted that he had immense
respect for jurors.

“His actions and demeanor 
communicated a profound respect for
their role in the judicial process and I
imagine that each juror walked away
with a very favorable impression of
the role of the federal judiciary after
interacting with Judge Lancaster,”
said Andrews.

Amy Joseph Coles, who was a clerk
for the judge in 2005-2006, is now a
partner at Duane Morris. She vividly
recalls the compassion shown by 
Lancaster while her brother was 
fighting as a Marine in Iraq and a 
family friend had been killed in battle
in Afghanistan.

She remembers returning to the
judge’s chambers after attending the
funeral of the family friend.

“He did not want to discuss the
cases on my list or an upcoming trial
on his docket,” she recalled. “Instead,
he wanted to make sure I was OK and
more importantly, he was incredibly
concerned with how the family of the
fallen Marine was coping. The genuine
sadness and compassion the judge
showed me was nothing out of the
ordinary, but I will never forget the time
he spent talking with me about the sad
events of those days. I feel honored to
have known this kind and just man.” ■

”

“        Gary and I sat in my office, watching the events [Barack Obama's inauguration]
unfold on television. Soon, we were both in tears, saying to each other, ‘Look what can
happen in this great country. He and I had similar backgrounds. We had wonderful
parents who sacrificed for us. We did not come from families of lawyers or professionals.
Gary appreciated all that he had accomplished and was humbled by the responsibilities
of the job. As a judge, he knew we were doing important work and he treated the job
as important for that reason. He was always striving to do the best job that could be
done. He cared deeply for the court and his colleagues.

–U.S. District Court Senior Judge Donetta Ambrose

In Memoriam
William M. Wycoff

ACBA member William M. Wycoff
passed away on October 21, 2013, with
his family by his side. Wycoff was a
trial attorney and partner at Clark
Hill Thorp Reed. Born in Pittsburgh
on January 1, 1941, he graduated from
Shadyside Academy and Cornell 
University. After law school at North-
western University, he returned to
Pittsburgh to join Thorp Reed and
Armstrong. He was an active member
of the community serving as Chairman
of the Board of both Pressley Ridge
and The Children’s Home of Pittsburgh.
He was also Chairman of the Board of
the Pittsburgh Dance Council and
President of the Pittsburgh Golf Club.

He was an avid golfer, fly fisherman
and skier, with a passion for adventure.
His love for travel, nature and a concern
for the environment led to his becoming
a Trustee for the PA chapter of the
Nature Conservancy. He is survived
by his wife of 50 years, Debby; his
daughter, Ann, her husband, Mark
Wheadon and their daughter, Olivia,
who live in San Diego; his son, Pieter,
his wife, Lisa, and their sons,
Desmond, Finn, and Fredrik, who live
in Seattle; and his half-brother, Dan
Wycoff; and his two half-sisters, Mary
Wycoff and Julie Evans. He was well
loved and touched the lives of many.
Remembrances may be made to The
Children’s Home, Pressley Ridge and
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
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Online CLE
Delivered over the Web at your convenience. We call this 24/7 CLE. When 
you need the information (or the credits), log on to our Online Campus and 

Live Webcasts

Upcoming Continuing Legal Education
All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by 

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association and are held at the  
PBI Professional Development Conference Center 

Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise below.

Live & Simulcast Seminars
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Publicize Your Section and Committee News!
The ACBA Communications Department is eager to promote any special activity or newsworthy event
emanating from your Committee or Section of interest to ACBA members, the media, or the general
public. Email us at news@acba.org with the following information:

◆ Name and description of the event
◆ Date, time, and place of the event

◆ Name(s) of the sponsoring Section/Committee(s)
◆ Name(s) of speakers and titles of presentations

◆ How many people do you expect to attend? 
◆ Name and phone number of a contact person

◆ Will there be an admission fee or ticket sales? If so, how much?
◆ Are reservations needed to attend the event? 

◆ Is there any other information you would like to share with us?
Thank you for your cooperation! ■
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Pepper Hamilton LLP has
announced that Michelle R.
Yarbrough Korb has joined the firm as
special counsel in the Real Estate
Practice Group. Her practice is
focused in the affordable housing
industry with an emphasis on mixed-
finance project development, including
the utilization of low-income housing
tax credits, federal programs including
the Capital Fund Financing Program,
and programs offered by individual
states, as well as Federal Home 
Loan Banks.

◆    ◆    ◆

The Law Office of Nicola Henry-
Taylor, LLC has moved to 220 Grant St.,
Fifth Fl., 3rd Avenue Entrance, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219. The new telephone
number is 412-360-9393. Faxes should
be directed to 412-741-1588. 

◆    ◆    ◆

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
has announced the expansion of its
data security practice with the launch
of its Cybersecurity and Data Protection
Practice Group. Shareholders
Matthew Meade and Sue Friedberg
will lead the practice. Meade has
focused on providing counsel related
to data security and privacy, breach
response and litigation, and information
management. Friedberg has more
than 30 years of experience and is
responsible for the firm’s own data
security compliance.

Change in Status
W. Christopher Conrad is hereby

suspended on consent for a period of
eighteen (18) months retroactive to
August 22, 2012, from the practice of
law in the United States District Court
for the Western District of Pennsylvania.

◆    ◆    ◆

Sean Ryan McBride is hereby 
disbarred on consent from the practice
of law in the United States District Court
for the Western District of Pennsylvania.

◆    ◆    ◆

David P. Gaudio is hereby 
disbarred pending further Order of
Court from the practice of law in the
United States District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania.

News and Notes
Paul J. Gitnik of

Keevican Weiss
Bauerle & Hirsch
LLC has been
elected to serve as
a member of the
Board of Directors
of Mount Washing-
ton Community
Development Cor-
poration (MWCDC)
for a three-year
term. The MWCDC
is a nonprofit com-

munity development corporation serving
the neighborhoods of Mount Washington
and Duquesne Heights in Pittsburgh.
The mission of the MWCDC is to 
cultivate growth, development and
community investment. Strategic 
priorities to achieve the mission are
done through programs like business
development, park and conservation
management, real estate development,
advocacy, public safety, and marketing/
outreach. Gitnik’s practice encompasses
the areas of business, estates & trusts,
healthcare, municipal, nonprofit, oil-gas,
real estate, and tax laws.

◆    ◆    ◆

In recognition of a lifetime of 
contributions to the legal profession,
his community, and his firm, Charles
J. Queenan Jr. has been named 
Chairman Emeritus of global law firm
K&L Gates LLP. He is the only partner
of the firm to be designated as 
Chairman Emeritus.

People on the Move
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease

LLP is pleased to announce that the
firm has opened an office in Pittsburgh.
The firm will focus on energy and oil
and gas related legal matters. The
office is located in Foster Plaza XI,
790 Holiday Drive, on the third floor.
ACBA members joining the firm
include Kevin M. Gormly, joining as a
partner, and Melissa McCoy Gormly,
joining as of counsel. Kevin has 
significant experience in complex 
federal and state oil and gas litigation.
Melissa has litigated a variety of oil
and gas matters and drafted numerous
oil and gas title opinions.

◆    ◆    ◆

B u c h a n a n
Ingersoll &
Rooney PC has
announced the
addition of LaToya
G. Sawyer to the
firm. She has
joined the Real
Estate Section. 

◆    ◆    ◆

Bar Briefs

LaToya G.
Sawyer

Paul J.
Gitnik

Matthew
Meade

Sue
Friedberg

ESTATE PLANNING

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

LEGAL ETHICS COUNSEL

RICHARD H. LINDNER. Advice to attorneys on legal
ethics matters. Services relating to disciplinary and
reinstatement proceedings, Client Security Fund 
matters, and Bar admission applications. Admitted 
in PA (1978) and WV (1993). 412.283.1006. 
LindnerEthics.com.

PROCESS SERVICE INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 
(412) 921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi.
412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/

HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/

VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.–25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

Lawyers’ Mart

Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA

CRIMINAL LITIGATION SECTION
Fundamentals of the Art of Cross-Examination

The presentation of the fundamentals of the art of cross-examination is a review concerning
the proper methods of cross-examination by defense attorneys and prosecutors based on

the particular case. The program combines the legal theories as well as the practical 
application of cross-examination. Discussions and examples include various types of adult

witnesses normally presented in a trial, which will include, but not be limited to, police 
witnesses, expert witnesses, co-actors, defendants, and eye-witnesses.

Credits: 1 hour Substantive CLE credit • When: Thursday, December 19, 2013; Registration:
11:30 a.m.; 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. • Where: ACBA Conference Center Auditorium, 920 City-County
Building • Cost: $30 for Criminal Litigation Section members, $40 for ACBA members, $50 for 
Non-ACBA members
Last date to pre-register: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 10:00 a.m.

INSTITUTE FOR GENDER EQUALITY
Making Your Way in the Legal Marketplace Today:

Tools for Success
This three-program IGE series begins on Tuesday, November 19 with “Practicing with 

Professional Presence,” an interactive program that will provide concrete guidelines, tips
and recommended additional resources on the topics of etiquette and image in today’s
legal workplace to enable participants to create and maintain the personal brand they

desire. In the second program in the series, “Planning your Career, Planning Your Practice”
to be held on Tuesday, January 21, participants will be guided toward creating a career

development plan based upon their individual values. In the final program in the series,
“Communicating Your Value: The Art of Effective Self-Promotion,” to be held on Thursday,

March 20, participants will explore the art of self-promotion and will learn how promoting
themselves gracefully can lead to more clients and greater success within their firms or

organizations. All programs will be presented by Debby Stone, JD, CPCC, PCC of 
Novateur Partners LLC and will be held from 12 to 2 p.m. on the 9th Floor of the City-

County Building (registration and lunch to begin at 11:30). Registration is available for the
entire three-program CLE series “Making Your Way in the Legal Marketplace Today” or

for any of the individual programs in the series by individual program name at
www.acba.org/lrxweb/clereg1.lrx. Individual program prices are $100 for ACBA members

and $125 for non-ACBA members. Registrants for the three-program series will receive
a $50 discount for a total series price of $250 for ACBA members and $325 for 

non-ACBA members. Each program has been approved for 2 substantive CLE credits 
for a total of 6 credits for the series. This series may be of particular interest to women 

in the early stages of their careers, but will be of substantial value to all.

Credits: 6 hours Substantive CLE credit • When: Tuesday, November 19, 2013; Registration:
11:30 a.m.; 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. *Lunch will be served • Where: ACBA Conference Center 
Auditorium, 920 City-County Building • Cost: $250 ACBA members, $325 for Non-ACBA members
Last date to pre-register: Friday, November 15, 2013 10:00 a.m.

Registration information for all programs unless otherwise noted: Mail in registration form with 
payment to the ACBA CLE Department at 400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh,
Pa. 15219. Credit card registration is also available at www.acba.org/lrxweb/clereg1.lrx.
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