
Al
leg

he
ny

 C
ou

nt
y B

ar
 A

ss
oc

iat
ion

40
0 

Ko
pp

er
s 

Bu
ild

in
g, 

43
6 

Se
ve

nt
h 

Av
en

ue
Pi

tts
bu

rg
h,

 P
A 

15
21

9-
18

18
Ad

dr
es

s 
Se

rv
ic

e 
Re

qu
es

te
d

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Pi
tt

sb
ur

gh
, P

A
Pe

rm
it 

#
13

0

Attorneys Against Hunger
kicks off 2011 campaign
by Drew Hardman

Just a year after reaching the 
million-dollar milestone, volunteers
with Attorneys Against Hunger kicked
off the 2011-2012 campaign this
month with hopes of raising another
$100,000 towards hunger relief in
Allegheny County.

In the face of rising unemployment
levels and continued economic turmoil,
this year’s ACBF Attorneys Against
Hunger campaign could be more
important than ever.  Statistics from
the Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank show that over 150,000
people in Allegheny County suffer from
food insecurities, amounting to roughly
13 percent of the local population.

Longtime Attorneys Against Hunger
volunteer Regina Wilson has noticed
an increased need for hunger services
throughout Allegheny County, including
suburban areas where the recession has
forced new faces into local food banks.

“I think the general thought is
always that poverty is a very urban
situation, but this recession has
brought suburban poverty to the
forefront,” Wilson noted. “Some of the
food banks and organizations that
were self-sufficient before have
stepped forward to ask for help.”

Attorneys Against Hunger Co-Chair
Bryan Neft hopes that the economic
downturn will spark renewed dedication
from ACBA members, law firms, and
corporations. Facing an unprecedented
recession in 2008, Attorneys Against
Hunger responded with a record-

breaking total of $119,000 to benefit
local hunger service agencies when
they needed it the most.

“In 2008, we had our best year
ever,” Neft said. “Since that time I
think the recession has taken its toll
and we haven’t been able to reach that
dollar amount.”

Attorneys Against Hunger relies on
donations from individual attorneys,
law firms, and area businesses and
corporations. Neft’s goal this year is
to encourage even more firms to
support Attorney Against Hunger
with monetary donations.

“We’ve had a lot of success over the
years with firms who have decided to
make a charitable donation somewhere
at the end of the year,” Neft explained.
“We’d like them to consider Attorneys
Against Hunger for the good we’re
able to accomplish within the community
and for the agencies that we support.”

In past years, a number of area law
firms and ACBA Sections have elected
to forego their annual Christmas parties,
donating the money they saved to
Attorneys Against Hunger.

“I think they realized that the funds
are better spent as a donation to those
who need it,” Neft said.

Neft and Co-Chair Mary McGinley
also hope to reach 100 percent 
participation from ACBA Sections—a
longstanding campaign goal.

One of the hallmarks of Attorneys
Against Hunger is the bar foundation’s
ability to donate 100 percent of the
proceeds to hunger service agencies.
Lead sponsor Steidl & Steinberg, P.C.
and supporting sponsor Gleason &
Associates underwrite the administrative
costs of the campaign, ensuring that
every dollar raised is put to good use.

Once again, Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellot, the McGinley Family
members of the bar association, and
the Rita M. McGinley Foundation have
agreed to offer a $15,000 challenge
grant, pledged after the campaign
reaches the $75,000 mark. Loyal

supporters of Attorneys Against
Hunger, the group offered their first
challenge grant in 2003, and have
continued to push the campaign to
new heights ever since.

“The challenge grants have been
instrumental in helping us reach our
goals,” Neft said. “What they’ve done
has given the membership the incentive
and the ability to raise more money
for this cause.”

Each year, the bar foundation
supports four community outreach
events, giving ACBA members the
opportunity to see firsthand how
funds from Attorneys Against Hunger
benefit those in need. A group of 30
volunteers kicked off this year’s
campaign on November 12 with the
Urban League of Pittsburgh’s
“Thanksgiving Distribution 2011.”

Participants gathered at the August
Wilson Center in downtown Pittsburgh
to distribute all the ingredients for 
a traditional Thanksgiving dinner 
to approximately 400 income-
eligible families.

“You can’t imagine how gratifying
it is to see families receive an entire
Thanksgiving meal so that they can
enjoy the holiday,” Neft said.

Wilson brought along her family to
volunteer for her third consecutive
“Thanksgiving Distribution.”

“It’s an unbelievable experience,”
Wilson said. “I think a lot of us take
for granted that we will have both
family and food to gather around the
Thanksgiving table, and for a lot of
people that’s just not the case.

“It makes you realize how lucky
you are,” she added.

Attorneys Against Hunger volunteers
will help to shelve, stock, and organize
the food pantry at the South Hills
Interfaith Ministries in Bethel Park on
December 10. Other scheduled
community outreach events include
the Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank’s “Produce to People–
Southside,” scheduled for January 28

at the UPMC/Mercy South Side
Outpatient Center.

ACBA members can also contribute
to Attorneys Against Hunger through
the annual Young Lawyers Division
Skate-a-thon, scheduled for November
29 at the PPG Rink.

Attorneys Against Hunger benefits
16 hunger services agencies throughout
Allegheny County. Last year, the bar
foundation expanded their reach to
include two new organizations: the
North Hills Community Outreach and
South Hills Interfaith Ministries.

“Over the years we’ve tried to make
an effort to get out to other areas of the
county,” Neft noted. “We keep stretching
our reach each and every year.”

With offices in Hampton, Millvale,
and Bellevue, North Hills Community
Outreach maintains a network of 1,300
volunteers to support their neighbors
in need. Executive Director Fay Morgan
said the organization provided food to
1,395 families over the past year—a
number that has steadily increased
since 2007.

Morgan said last year’s donation
from Attorneys Against Hunger
helped to keep multiple food pantries
up and running.

“North Hills Community Outreach
is totally driven by voluntary donations,
both through food drives and grant
funds,” Morgan said. “We’re very, very
grateful to have the bar foundation’s
support in this extra way.”

Based in Bethel Park, South Hills
Interfaith Ministries is dedicated to
assisting struggling individuals and
families throughout the South Hills
community. Executive Director Jim
Guffey said the need for hunger
services is on the rise, noting 
dramatic increases in food pantry
clients and an influx of 15 to 20 new
families registering for services
each month.

Support from last year’s Attorneys
Against Hunger campaign came at a
critical time.

“This past summer, in-kind
donations of non-perishable food
had been at its lowest levels in
recent years, and the support of the
Attorneys Against Hunger campaign
came at just the right time,” 
Guffey reported.

Attorneys Against Hunger benefits
the following hunger service
agencies: East End Cooperative
Ministry, Greater Pittsburgh Com-
munity Food Bank, Hunger Services
Urban League of Pittsburgh, The
Intersection, Inc., Jubilee Kitchen,
Just Harvest, Squirrel Hill Community
Food Pantry, Pittsburgh AIDS Task
Force, Rainbow Kitchen, North Hills
Community Outreach, South Hills
Interfaith Ministries, and the Down-
town Ministerium Walk-In Ministry,
a collaboration of First Lutheran
Church, First Presbyterian Church
of Pittsburgh, Smithfield United
Church, St. Mary of Mercy Parish,
and Trinity Cathedral. ■
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you have observed or experienced any

form of gender bias, you may contact one of
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November
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Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466

John H. Riordan, Jr. ..............412-394-3347

December
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“I enjoyed my time in the Criminal
Division and I’ve tried my share of
challenging and noteworthy cases, but
I thought this would be a good change
for me,” he said. “I felt like I had
already done everything I could in the
Criminal Division, Mental Health
Court, and Veterans Court. I was looking
down the road because you never
know what’s around the corner.”

Zottola is well-known for simulta-
neously serving as the presiding judge
in both the county’s Veterans Court
and its Mental Health Court. The
order issued by McDaniel assigning
him to Orphans’ Court calls for him to
continue presiding in Veterans Court
for an indefinite period and to retain
his duties in Mental Health Court
until the beginning of January. A
replacement has not been named to
preside in Mental Health Court.

The county has gained national
recognition for its innovative Mental
Health Court, which has been featured
on the “Frontline” news show, and its
Veterans Court, which is one of only a
few such programs in the United
States. Mental Health Court was
created in 2001 and Veterans Court
has been in place for two years.

“The biggest similarity between all
of the courts is dealing with issues
that affect people’s lives and trying to
make the best decisions,” said Zottola.
“One thing I’ve learned from my years
on the bench and from mentors is that
you need to make decisions as
expeditiously as possible, but with a
very thoughtful process.”

His long judicial career has given
him the necessary ability to make
decisions in a considerate and timely
manner, a skill that will serve him well

in Orphans’ Court. He noted that
transitioning to the new court is going
smoothly, but there will undoubtedly
be highs and lows along the way.

“This first year will be hectic and
trying because I still have criminal
matters to resolve,” he said. “However,
I believe it will be very rewarding to
see the smiles on the faces of family
members when an adoption is completed.”

On the other hand, Zottola knows it
will be challenging to sort out issues
regarding guardianships, as well as
estate and trust matters. He does,
however, expect the case load to be
similar to what he dealt with in Mental
Health and Veterans Court.

One of the most noteworthy
changes he has seen during his tenure
on the bench is the advent of problem-
solving courts, such as Mental Health
Court and Veterans Court. The county’s
Drug Court, DUI Court, Domestic
Violence Court, and P.R.I.D.E. Court
also fall into this same category.

These courts address the defendants’
underlying problems, such as substance
abuse, which often lead to the 
person’s involvement in the criminal
justice system.

Zottola believes in the value of the
problem-solving courts and their
ability to divert people from Criminal
Court, and therefore reduce the
recidivism rate. A 2007 study by
RAND Corporation showed that
Allegheny County saves in excess of
$9,500 per person over a two-year
period when an individual goes
through Mental Health Court instead
of being incarcerated.

He is also a proponent of the work
being done by the Pennsylvania
Commission on Crime and Delinquency.

He was appointed to the commission
in 2007 and has chaired its Mental
Health and Justice Advisory Committee.
Members of the committee are currently
developing a crisis intervention program
to teach police officers and other first
responders how to handle situations
where individuals are suffering from
mental health issues.

Zottola has also served as an executive
board member for the Center for
Victims of Violent Crime and has
earned recognition from not only the
center, but also other civic and 
community organizations.

In addition to serving in the Criminal
Division since 1994, he was the 
supervising judge of the Allegheny
County Investigative Grand Jury from
2004 to 2010.

After graduating from law school,
he worked as an assistant district
attorney where he prosecuted primarily
sexual assault cases from 1982 
to 1989.

He then worked as an associate at
Robb, Leonard and Mulvihill from
1989 until being elected to the Court
of Common Pleas. During this same
time, he was appointed by former
Mayor Sophie Masloff to chair the
Pittsburgh Zoning Board of Adjustment
and to serve as vice chair of the 
Pittsburgh Planning Commission.

Despite a busy career, Zottola has
never lost sight of the importance of
family and has always maintained an
even keel between his work and his
home life. His wife, Marie, and his
children, John and Alyssa, have been
a source of inspiration to him.

“I’ve always done my best to devote
the necessary time and energy to my
family and to my work,” he said. ■
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Judge Zottola assigned to
Orphans’ Court Division

by Tracy Carbasho

Judge John Zottola’s career has
come full circle with the recent return
to the court where he worked as an
intern during law school.

“I’ve been working in the Criminal
Division for the past 18 years,” he
said. “However, the first internship I
did when I was in my second year of
law school was in Orphans’ Court with
Judge Eunice Ross.”

Zottola, who received his law
degree from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1982, was assigned in
September to the Orphans’ Court
Division of the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas. When he
discovered that an opening would be
created by the retirement of Judge
Robert Kelly, he told President Judge
Donna Jo McDaniel about his interest
in serving in this particular court.

Judge John Zottola

PLJ OPINIONS IS NOW AN ONLINE PUBLICATION.
VISIT US AT WWW.ACBA.ORG/ACBA/PUBLICATIONS/PITTSBURGH-LEGAL-JOURNAL-OPINIONS.ASP.
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Supervisor’s ill-considered e-mail
forms the basis of an FMLA lawsuit
by Maria Greco Danaher

The Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA) prohibits employers from
interfering with an employee’s right to
take leave for which that employee is
eligible under the Act, and from
retaliating against individuals who
claim benefits under the statute.
Recently, the Seventh U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals overturned the
dismissal of an employee’s FMLA
lawsuit, and sent the case back to the
lower court for further proceedings. A
jury will now decide the issue of
whether the individual’s employment
termination was based upon his
announcement that he was going to take
four to six weeks of leave time for knee
replacement surgery. A supervisor’s
e-mail that references an upcoming
medical leave will be a primary element
of the employee’s claim. Shaffer v.
American Medical Association, Seventh
Cir., No. 10-2117, Oct. 18, 2011.

William Shaffer first worked for
the American Medical Association
(AMA) in 1999. Although he resigned
a year later, the AMA rehired him in
2004 as a contract employee. In 2005,
he was hired as a full-time employee,
and advanced to become the AMA’s
Director of Leadership Communications,
reporting to supervisor Michael
Lynch. In August 2008, the AMA
began cost-saving measures, including

a request to all departments to reduce
budgets and ultimately, to eliminate
positions. In October 2008, Lynch was
contacted by the Chief Marketing
Officer, Marietta Parenti, who
requested a recommendation regarding
the elimination of one position in
Lynch’s group. It was Lynch’s plan to
eliminate the Communication Manager
position held by Peter Friedman,
based on certain business-related
reasons. On October 28, Parenti asked
Lynch whether it made sense to
eliminate Shaffer’s position, as well.
Lynch responded that further
eliminations would not be in the
AMA’s best interest at that time.

On Nov. 20, 2008, Shaffer informed
Lynch that he was planning to take 4
to 6 weeks off in January in order to
undergo and recover from knee
replacement surgery. On November
30, Lynch sent an e-mail to Parenti,
explaining that he had re-thought his
recommendation and now believed
that the AMA should eliminate
Shaffer’s position and retain Friedman.
The e-mail apologized for his “11th
hour change of heart,” and specifically
stated that the team already was
“preparing for [Shaffer’s] short-term
leave in January, so his departure
should not have any immediate negative
impact.” On December 4, Shaffer was
notified by Lynch and Harvey
Daniels, an AMA HR representative,

that his position was being eliminated
and that his employment would end on
Jan. 4, 2009.

Less than a month later, and after
receiving a letter from Shaffer’s
attorney, the AMA’s in-house lawyer
met with Daniels to let him know that
litigation was possible on the matter.
The next day, Daniels typed up hand-
written notes that he had taken
regarding his earlier discussions with
Lynch, back-dating them to November
25, 2008. The typed notes stated that
Shaffer’s position was eliminated
because Lynch could have the speech
writing staff report directly to him,
making Shaffer’s position redundant.
He then shredded the original notes.

Shaffer filed a lawsuit in federal
court. The lower court granted summary
judgment in favor of the AMA, and
dismissed his claim. Shafer then
appealed to the Seventh Circuit, which
analyzed the case to determine
whether or not there was a genuine
factual issue for trial. The Court found
that Shaffer was eligible for FMLA
leave, and that he had provided notice
to Lynch of his intention to take that
leave. Prior to that notice, there was
no mention of elimination of Shaffer’s
position; after that notice, he was
targeted for termination. Based upon
those facts, coupled with Lynch’s e-mail
to Parenti in which the proposed leave
was mentioned, the Seventh Circuit

determined that a reasonable jury
could conclude that Shaffer’s exercise
of his right to take leave under the
FMLA was a motivating factor in the
decision to eliminate his position. It
then reversed the lower court’s
dismissal of the case.

While the court also pointed to
the different explanations given at
different times for Shaffer’s termination,
it clearly was Lynch’s e-mail to 
Parenti, which specifically mentioned
Shaffer’s request for leave, that created
the impetus for the lawsuit, and the
foundation on which Shaffer’s FMLA
claim rests. While it is possible that
Shaffer’s proposed leave had no
actual impact on his termination, the
e-mail allows Shaffer to argue that
Lynch was considering that leave
when the decision was made to 
eliminate Shaffer’s position. This
situation is a clear example of the
need for supervisor training on the
FMLA. Supervisors and managers
should be informed that a claim of
interference with FMLA rights does
not require proof of actual “intent” to
interfere, but requires only that plaintiffs
prove that the employer somehow
denied an exercise of rights under the
Act. If an individual can produce
evidence that he/she was fired to
prevent his exercise of FMLA rights,
he/she can succeed on an interference
theory under that Act. ■
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Pa. Supreme Court to update MDJ
boundaries for next ten years
by Art Heinz

The statewide process of redrawing
magisterial district court boundaries
began in early November with the 
distribution of detailed instructions
for the preparation of plans for every
Pennsylvania community outside of
Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court has announced.

Judicial redistricting, also
referred to as re-establishment, is a
statutorily required process that
takes place once every 10 years to
determine how to allocate state court
system resources to best serve the
Commonwealth’s citizens.

The review covers the number and
boundaries of each of the state’s 539
magisterial districts. The City of
Philadelphia has no magisterial district
judges and does not participate. 
Conducted by each judicial district,
under guidelines established by the
Supreme Court, the statewide process

is administered by the Administrative
Office of Pennsylvania Courts.

“This comprehensive analysis
helps ensure that the configuration of
each magisterial district is appropriate
to serve its residents over the next
decade,” said Chief Justice of 
Pennsylvania Ronald D. Castille of the
upcoming process.

New to this year’s process is a
directive from the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court to develop a statewide
plan to reduce the overall number of
magisterial district court judgeships to
address a series of financial shortfalls
Pennsylvania’s judiciary has struggled
with over the last several years.

A preliminary step took place in
2010 when the Supreme Court asked
president judges to examine the
feasibility of eliminating then-existing
vacancies, or those scheduled to be
unfilled through mandatory or voluntary
retirement or the completion of a term
by the end of the year. Ten judgeships

were eliminated. The Supreme Court
has set as a goal a ten percent overall
reduction in magisterial district judge-
ships through that first step and the
upcoming re-establishment combined.

AOPC has provided each judicial
district with a variety of resources to
assist in the development of a plan,
including detailed instructions on how
to navigate the process along with
demographic and population data
culled from the U.S. Census Bureau.
Case filing and disposition statistics
for the last six years also were provided.

“Our goal is to arrive at a statewide
plan, conducted in a balanced way, so
we can effectively function within our
limits,” the chief justice added.

Because cases vary in complexity
and time needed to adjudicate them,
counties will be provided with
“weights” for each docket type to
guide the decision-making process in
crafting a plan. The case weights also
take into account required adminis-

trative, or non-case related activities,
that impact workload that are not
captured by statistics. The weighted
criteria were developed by a committee
of magisterial district judges, court
administrators, and AOPC staff over
the last two years.

Each president judge will submit a
draft re-establishment plan to the
AOPC for preliminary review by
spring 2012.

The county plans can become
effective immediately, or up to six
years into the future, when a sitting
judge’s term expires or when a judge
reaches mandatory retirement age.
Proposals are expected to be made
available for public comment under a
process to be outlined by each county.

Final proposals will be presented to
the Supreme Court for review and
approval on a “rolling” basis or in phases
over a period of time. The process is
expected to be completed, and final
orders issued, sometime in fall 2012. ■
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Rolling with the Judges brings
attorneys and judges together

by Matt Sober

This month’s Rolling With the
Judges event was another success for
the Young Lawyers Division.

For the second year in a row,
YLD played host to a bowling night
for attorneys and judges, complete
with cocktails, a buffet, and bobble-
head trophies.

But the event’s primary purpose
was to provide what otherwise would
a rare opportunity for young attorneys
to interact with judges outside the
courtroom. More than 100 members of
the bar attended the Nov. 2 function at
the Pittsburgh Athletic Association
lanes in Oakland, including 17 judges.

“The idea is to make a social event
for young lawyers and students to
meet judges in an environment that’s
a little less formal,” said event co-chair
Joe Froetschel. “It’s a good dynamic—
a nice combination of people.”

“It was a wonderful, casual, fun
opportunity to interact with the
judges,” said Melissa Ruefle Spencer.
“There are minimal opportunities to
interact with judges like that. There is
less pressure than you might feel in a
more formal environment with judges.”

YLD Chair Erin Lucas said that the
inaugural Rolling With the Judges event
in 2010 was recognized this summer
at the American Bar Association’s
annual conference in Toronto. There,

the event earned the YLD a certificate
of merit for service to the bar. “Rolling
With the Judges is recognized nationally.
There really are no other large-scale
judges events with a Young Lawyers
Division,” said Lucas.

“Allegheny County has a close legal
community, and our judges are kind
enough to spend some time with our
young lawyers. There are a lot of
young lawyers who don’t have an
opportunity to interact with judges in
an informal setting or even in a formal
scenario,” she said.

The success of the 2010 event 
convinced Lucas and Froetschel not to
alter the program this year, which
once again began with a cocktail hour
at 6 p.m. followed by two hours of
bowling at 7.

“We got a lot of compliments from
students and young lawyers, and the
judges liked it a lot. They really enjoyed
the questions,” said Froetschel.

In addition to YLD members and
judges, students were encouraged to
take part in Rolling With the Judges,
as well. “We invite students from Pitt
and Duquesne Law. We advertised at
both schools’ orientations,” said
Lucas, who was expecting about 25
students to attend this year.

“We work closely with both schools’
career services offices, who help us
get their students involved in ACBA
events. We have two YLD Council
members who work as liaisons to each
school. They work with the schools to
advertise YLD events that are beneficial
and/or fun for law students,” said Lucas.

YLD member Sam Yamron believes
that networking opportunities such as
Rolling With the Judges are invaluable
to young and aspiring attorneys alike.
“It was a unique opportunity to interact
with judges in a relaxed setting,” he
said. “I can’t imagine ever having the
opportunity to get to know judges to
the extent I did outside this event.” ■
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10th annual YLD Skate-a-thon
to be held Nov. 29 at PPG Place
by Joseph R. Williams

On Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2011, the ice
rink at PPG Place will have some
extra holiday sparkle. The ACBA
Young Lawyers Division will be hosting
the tenth annual Skate-a-thon. All
proceeds from the event are donated to
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
Attorneys Against Hunger campaign.
This event is open to all local attorneys
as well as their staff members, family,
and friends.

The Skate-a-thon will begin at
5:30 p.m. when participants take
the ice to see how many laps they
can skate to raise as much sponsorship
money as possible for Attorneys
Against Hunger. Prior to the date of
the event, participants are encouraged
to seek either flat donations or
pledges per lap from family 
members, friends, and co-workers.
Sponsorship forms are available 
at www.acba.org.

Following the skating, there will be
a reception at nearby Elements
Restaurant in Four Gateway Center
with complimentary drinks and hors
d’oeuvres for all participants. All are
encouraged to attend. Please RSVP to
Jenn McGuire at jmcguire@acba.org
by November 21.

“The Skate-a-thon is always a kick-
off to the holiday season” said YLD
member Jill Albrecht. “It is a chance
to take a spin around the PPG rink,
grab a hot cocoa, and catch up with other
young lawyers at the after-party.”

In addition to being a great time to
engage in holiday fun and spend time
with other ACBA members, the Skate-
a-thon benefits a very worthy cause.
Past YLD Chair Marla Presley is
particularly optimistic about this
year’s event. “The need for financial
support for this cause during this time
of year is immense,” Presley
explained. “As a past chair of this
event for many years, I’m amazed by the

enthusiasm that has been displayed by
not only YLD members, but other
community members and businesses
as well.”

This year, the YLD is seeking
participation from not only local
attorneys, but law students as well.
The law schools of Duquesne and Pitt
have both committed $500 corporate
sponsorships and are encouraging
their students to raise more money
than the rival law school across town.

In addition to local participation,
the event is garnishing participation
from all over the Commonwealth. The
Pennsylvania Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division has contributed
$500 to the event, and some of the
PBA YLD leaders will be taking part
in this year’s fun.

For more information on the
Skate-a-thon, please contact 
co-chairs Joseph Williams at
jwilliams@pollockbegg.com or 
Robert Utter at rcu@utterlaw.com. ■

PHOTO BY DORIE SCHNIPPERT

The Young Lawyers Division hosted its second Rolling with the Judges
event on November 2 at the Pittsburgh Athletic Association lanes in
Oakland for more than 100 members of the bar, including 17 judges.

visit the acba website at www.acba.org
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Hispanic Attorneys Committee honors
Böhm, celebrates Heritage Month

by Gilda Arroyo and 
Samuel Yamron

On October 12, 2011 the ACBA
Hispanic Attorneys Committee
celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month
at the Duquesne Club in downtown
Pittsburgh along with the annual
awarding of the El Sol Award. This
year’s honoree was attorney Carlota
M. Böhm, Esq. of Houston Harbaugh
P.C., who soon will be joining the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania as Judge.

The event provides the Committee
the opportunity to honor the
accomplishments of a local member
of the community. El Sol literally
means ‘the sun’ and as indicated in the
nomination criteria, the El Sol Award
is presented to a member of the local
community who is “dedicated to
assisting the Hispanic community and
serving as a voice for it.” The award
also honors an individual who has
“increased the profile of Hispanic
issues in the legal field.”

Hispanic Heritage Month has been
celebrated in the United States
between September 15 and October 15
since 1988. Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrates the cultures and contributions
of American citizens of Hispanic
descent. This year the national theme was
“Many Backgrounds, Many Stories…
One American Spirit.”

“This year’s theme really captures
what the Hispanic community is all
about.  Hispanics in America today
represent all walks of life, participate
in all sectors of the economy, come
from different racial backgrounds,
and have immigrant and non-immigrant
experiences. Many speak Spanish,
others speak Portuguese, French, or
any number of languages of the
indigenous peoples of the Americas,
and others still speak only English. The
common thread amidst these differences
is the American Spirit, a love for the
United States of America and what it
represents. I hope that those who
attended the event experienced a bit
of this dynamic culture through the
food, the music selections, our speaker

She doesn’t.

Your help
is needed again.

Remember the saying
“part of your complete, nutritious breakfast?” 

Every dollar donated to Attorneys Against Hunger
will support the fight against hunger.

Lead Underwriting Sponsor: STEIDL & STEINBERG
Supporting Underwriting Sponsor: Gleason & Associates, 
Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

By making a gift to Attorneys Against Hunger, you can help provide food and
services to hungry children and families in our area.
Kindly send your tax-deductible gift to Attorneys Against Hunger, ACBF,
400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, or make a
secure online donation at www.acbf.org.
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PHOTO BY MARLENE ELLIS

Carlota Böhm was honored with the El Sol Award at the Hispanic
Attorneys Committee annual Heritage Month celebration at the Rivers
Club on October 12. (From left to right, Gilda Arroyo, Carlota Böhm,
Jennifer Andrade, and Samuel Yamron.)

Alysia Keating, and of course, in
honoring Carlota M. Böhm,” said
Jennifer Andrade, Committee Chair
and chair of the event.

Carlota M. Böhm was born in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. She has
volunteered as a mentor and lecturer
for Neighborhood Legal Services, and
has given countless hours to the
Allegheny County Bar Association as
a member of the Board of Governors
and the Judiciary Committee, as well
as serving on other Committees
including the Hispanic Attorneys
Committee. In addition, Böhm has a
thriving bankruptcy practice at Houston
Harbaugh, P.C., where she is a Member.

Recently, Böhm was selected for
appointment as Judge for the United
States Bankruptcy Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania by the United
States Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit. The El Sol Award was presented
to Böhm in recognition of this exceptional
achievement and in appreciation of all
her contributions to the community.
She was joined at the event by her
family, including her father, sister,
brother-in-law, and nephew. Upon
receipt of the award, she spoke of her
arrival in the United States and her
appreciation of and pride in both
American and Argentinean culture.

Giving the El Sol Award and hosting
the Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration
allows the Committee to fulfill its
mission, in part, which is to represent
the interests of Hispanic lawyers,
judges, law professors, law students,
and others in western Pennsylvania.
The annual Hispanic Heritage Month
Celebration enables the Committee to
act as a bridge between the community
at large and the Hispanic community.
The event was free of charge and
included Latin food as well as Latin
music and entertainment.

The Committee was honored to
have Alysia M. Keating, Director of
Diversity and Gender Equality for the
Allegheny County Bar Association,
speak at the event on the themes of
“Many Backgrounds, Many Stories…
One American Spirit.” Keating spoke
of her personal experiences growing

up as an American citizen of Hispanic
descent in Miami, and she reflected 
on the theme for National Hispanic
Heritage Month.

“Although we may come from many
different backgrounds and have many
different stories, it was wonderful to
come together as a Hispanic legal
community to celebrate the accom-
plishments of one of our own. Carlota
Böhm has contributed greatly to the
diverse fabric of the Pittsburgh legal
community and is a role model, not
only for women and Hispanics, but for
all attorneys,” said Keating.

In addition to the awards ceremony,
a musical performance was given by
Coro Latinoamericano de Pittsburgh.
Coro Latinoamericano de Pittsburgh
performs traditional Latin American
choral music in traditional Latin
American dress. The choirs’ members
come from a variety of Latin American
countries as well as the United States.
El Coro has stated they are dedicated

to the cultural and musical enrichment
of Western Pennsylvania through choral
performances from countries from
Central and South America and Spain
and it is their goal to bring into Pitts-
burgh the flavor and diversity that
makes our countries unique. Among the
pieces they performed were several
numbers from Böhm’s native Argentina.

The Committee would like to thank
the Duquesne Club for the wonderful
event space as well as delicious
selection of Latin foods, including
Spanish rice and fried plantains. The
Committee would also like to thank
the event sponsors Houston Harbaugh,
P.C., Burns White LLC, and Meyer
Unkovic & Scott LLP.

More information on upcoming
Committee events can be obtained 
by contacting Chair Jennifer Andrade 
at  jennifer.andrade@usdoj.gov. The
Committee’s monthly meeting is held
on the last Tuesday of the month and
is open to new members. ■

visit the acbf website at

www.acbf.org
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DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY PARALEGAL INSTITUTE

Earn your certificate 
in paralegal studies.

Careers for 
paralegals 
are growing 
faster  
than ever.

Apply now and start  
class on January 9.

 Post-bachelor’s degree  
certificate program

 Outstanding law library

 Placement program 

 New concentration in  
litigation technology

Duquesne University offers 
the only American Bar 
Association-approved 
Paralegal Program in the 
Pittsburgh area.

This program is approved 
for GI Bill or VA education 
benefits as well as 
CareerLink funding.

www.duq.edu/paralegal

YLD and HSBD collecting formal wear for
Cinderella Project to benefit local youth
by Susan Jacobs Jablow

For a teenage girl, prom night can
be magical. It is an opportunity to wear
a fancy dress, shoes and accessories
and feel, at least for a few hours, like
a princess.

But for girls who can’t afford to buy
a new dress, prom night can instead
be a disappointing night.

To ensure that local high school
girls with limited means can go to
prom, the Allegheny County Bar
Association Young Lawyers Division
and the Homer S. Brown Division are
collaborating to sponsor the Cinderella
Project. The initiative is collecting
donations of dresses, accessories,
shoes, and handbags, which will be
made available at no cost to high school
girls on March 10, 2012 in a one-day
boutique in the ACBA Conference
Center on the 9th floor of the City-
County Building.

“It will be like shopping in a store,”
said Marla Presley of Babst Calland,
one of the co-chairs of the project.

The idea is to give each girl the
opportunity to select her own dress,
finding the one that fits just right. The
conference center will be set up like a
formal dress shop, complete with
racks, displays, mirrors, and changing
rooms. ACBA volunteers will act as
“fairy godmothers” to help the girls
select and try on the dresses.

With formal dresses, it can take a
lot of searching to find one that fits
perfectly since different styles are
flattering to different figures.

“It’s so important to be able to try
them on,” said Regina Wilson of
Goehring Rutter & Boehm, who is co-
chair of the project and a member of
Homer S. Brown Division. “They can
put the whole look together. They will
get the full experience.”

The boutique will be open to any
girl who is a student of the Pittsburgh
Public Schools. They must simply
show their student ID to gain access to
the boutique. While similar projects
have been held in western Pennsylvania,
some have required girls to show that
their family qualifies for public
assistance. The Cinderella Project
will not require this. “There is a
need for a program like this,” said
Wilson. “There are other people who
might be on the borderline without
this resource.”

When she was a teenager, prom was
a very important event, full of
excitement and anticipation. The
thought of not being able to go would
have been deeply disappointing.
“High school seems so hard,” she said,
adding that there are more social
pressures now than ever. “I can’t
imagine what it must be like for girls

Continued on page 10
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Order your 2011
Allegheny County
Bar Association

Legal Directory
today!

Call 412�402�6614
for details.
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APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi.
412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/

HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.–25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW

Lawyers’ Mart

Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Founda-
tion at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm
or Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

FORENSIC

ENGINEERS

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, BIOMECHANICS,
PRODUCT LIABILITY. Keystone Engineering Consultants,
www.ForensicExp.com. Call Dave Kassekert, P.E.,
412-855-0266.

estate planning;
Brian J. Golias,
Member, whose
practice includes
commercial lend-
ing and creditors’
rights; and Terry
M. Connerton,
Member, who
counsels clients 
on ERISA and 
tax compliance
matters.

New
Members

The following
individuals were
accepted as new
ACBA members at
the Oct. 4, 2011
meeting of the
ACBA Board of
Governors: (new

members) Alyssa Burrell Cowan,
Hannah T. Frank, Aaron B. Herman,
Jeffrey M. Klink, K. Gretchen U.
Kosbie, David J. Mongillo, Kara L.
O’Bryon, Shari Pakravan, Tracy L.
Pastrick-Klink, Cody A. Roberts,
Giuseppe  Rosselli, Jude A. Smith,
Mary Pat Stahler, Samuel P. Trumbull,
and Michael A. Weiner; (government)
James T. Kitchen; (associate) Garland
D. Cherry and Matthew B. Jorden;
(complimentary) Amelia Michele
Joiner, Milton E. Raiford, Kelly D.
Shapiro, Margaret D. Smith, and
Chaton Turner; (student) Amber L.
Archer, Leigh H. Argentieri, Katherine
D. Bacher, Jillian D. Barry, Zachary D.
Bombatch, Christopher S. Bradley,
Alyssa Buonagura, Sarah M. Carter,
Saheli Chakrabarty, Alyssa R. Coast,
Whitney H. Coble, Melanie F. Enciso,
Carl A. Frankovitch, Erica Given,
John D. Grant, Cody J. Harding,
Emily L. Harper, Stephanie J. Kogut,
Kate M. Langford, Meagan McElroy,
Katherine J. McLay, Michael S.
Montgomery, Halstead Morrow,
Jeffrey R. Murray, Zoma Ogbonna,
Sunu M. Pillai, William Brian Rambin,
Sarah J. Ratzkin, Jamie R. Reese,
Joanna M. Rodriguez, Megan R.
Sasinoski, John M. Schaffranek,
Cressinda D. Schlag, Leah Kathryn
Sell, Mary K. Sisca, Carolyn M.
Slayton, Brandon M. Spleen, Travis J.
Sumpter, Robert S. Tisdale, and David
Z. Wall; (reinstated) Kevin Abramovitz,
Karen J. Ackerman, Timothy Cornetti,
Brian D. Flaherty, Kerry A. Fraas,
Pamela E. Hepp, Martha Brown
Howarth, Matthew J. Rippin, Melissa
A Walls, and James P. Weaver.

Bar Briefs

News and Notes
The National

Elder Law 
Foundation has
announced that
Shannon N.
Christof, of Julian
Gray Associates,
has successfully
completed the
examination lead-
ing to such certifi-
cation. Christof
assists clients in

all aspects of the Medicaid application
process. She also provides counsel on
a variety of Veterans benefits issues
and the preparation of estate plans.

◆    ◆    ◆

The National Association of Housing
and Redevelopment Officials
(NAHRO) has appointed Pepper
Hamilton LLP attorney Leigh A.
Poltrock to serve a two-year term on
its Community Revitalization and
Development Committee (CR&D).
Poltrock concentrates her practice on
all aspects of affordable housing, as
well as administrative law and litigation,
and general corporate matters. 

People on the Move
Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C.

announced that Edward B. Gentilcore
and John M. Tedder have joined the
firm as Directors, and the formation
of a Construction Services Group
chaired by Gentilcore. Gentilcore and
Tedder both have extensive experience
representing owners, developers,
contractors, construction managers,
design professionals, manufacturers,
specialty trade contractors, sub-
contractors, and suppliers in a wide
range of projects from early planning
and development to completion as
well as in litigation in court, arbitration,
and mediation forums.

◆    ◆    ◆

Houston Har-
baugh, P.C
announces the
addition of an
Associate to its
Corporate Depart-
ment: Erin C.
F a r a b a u g h .
Farabaugh con-
centrates her
practice in corpo-
rate law, providing
corporate legal

services at all stages of the business
life cycle.

◆    ◆    ◆

Nicole M.
Hauptman was
recently hired as
an Associate
Shareholder at
Flaherty Fardo,
LLC. Hauptman
focuses her prac-
tice on real estate
law, business liti-
gation, and per-
sonal injury work. 

◆    ◆    ◆

Dinsmore is
pleased to
announce that
Nicholas Godfrey
has joined the
firm’s Pittsburgh
office. Godfrey
joins Dinsmore’s
Litigation Depart-
ment and Mass
Tort Practice Group.

◆    ◆    ◆

McGuireWoods
LLP announced
that David P.
Pusateri, a partner
in the firm’s Pitts-
burgh office, has
been appointed
deputy managing
partner oversee-
ing the firm’s cor-
porate practice.
Pusateri concen-
trates his practice
on real estate,

environmental, and business law.

◆    ◆    ◆

Anthony J. Valenti recently opened
a solo practice with a focus on criminal
and civil litigation. Valenti is a 1999
graduate of Duquesne University
School of Law and returned to
Pittsburgh after completing eight
years on active duty with the U.S.
Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps.

◆    ◆    ◆

Metz Lewis
Brodman Must
O’Keefe LLC
p r o u d l y
announces the
addition the fol-
lowing attorneys
to the firm: Jillian
F. Zacks, Associ-
ate, who concen-
trates her practice
in the area of

Brian J.
Golias

Nicole M.
Hauptman

David P.
Pusateri

Jillian F.
Zacks

Shannon N.
Christof

Terry M.
Connerton

Erin C.
Farabaugh

Nicholas 
Godfrey

who don’t have the money to spend on
one night for prom.”

Presley became interested in running
the Cinderella Project for the YLD
after hearing about a bar association
in South Carolina that ran a similar
program. When she realized how big
the project would be, she approached
the Homer S. Brown Division to be 
a co-sponsor.

“We understand how important
prom is to high school students,
especially girls. It is their opportunity
to look and feel like a princess, and
that opportunity should not only be
afforded to individuals who are more
financially stable,” said Jennifer
Arnette, the chair of the Homer S.
Brown Division and an Assistant
District Attorney for Allegheny County.

For the last several weeks, Presley
has been organizing and tagging the
donated dresses, storing them in her
office, or wherever she can find space.
The goal is to collect between 200 and
250 dresses by February 17. In
addition to prom dresses, girls and
women have been donating dresses
from other formal occasions and even
bridesmaids dresses. One woman
donated 16 dresses all at once.

“They were all on hangers,” said
Presley. “At least half still have tags on
them. They are all different colors.”

Most of the dresses are coming
from individuals, but retailers are also
being approached to donate accessories
and other gifts. At the boutique there
will be a raffle for several prom
amenities, including hair appointments
and free tuxedo rentals for the
girls’ dates.

“We hope that this program will
allow young girls the chance to have
a fun and relaxing prom without
worrying about the burden attending
may otherwise place on their 
families,” said Jill Arbrecht of Littler
Mendelson, and another member of
the planning committee.

All of the committee members said
the project is a wonderful way to give
back to the community.

“You can change someone’s life, if
only for one night,” said Presley.
“They can forget their problems, just
like Cinderella.” ■

CINDERELLA PROJECT
continued from page 8

PROCESS SERVICE 

INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES

TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 

(412) 921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

McCoy Enterprises Process Service: Prompt. 
Accurate. Affordable. 412-915-5058.



November 18, 2011  / Page 11

Online CLE
Delivered over the Web at your convenience. We call this 24/7 CLE. When you 

that meets your needs: a recording of a seminar, with the materials in convenient 
searchable PDF format. Start it today, watch some tomorrow and more in the coming 
weeks. Finish it within three months, and get credit when you’re done.

Live Webcasts
Same technology, delivered live. If you can’t watch it live, sign up now and get 
credit when you watch it later (you’ve got 3 months after the webcast date). 

Upcoming Continuing Legal Education
All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by 

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association and are held at the  
PBI Professional Development Conference Center 

Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise below.

Live & Simulcast Seminars

Simulcasts from PLI You can earn up to 4 of your 12 annual Pennsylvania CLE credits by “distance 
learning” delivered  to you personally over your computer or phone. “Distance 
Learning” credits can’t be carried forward. But here’s the cool thing: the CLE Board 

w w w. p b i . o r g
8 0 0 - 9 3 2 - 4 6 37

Distance Education at pbi.org

Video Seminars

Save yourself the time and expense of an overnight trip to New York City, and take 
advantage of the specialized educational programs for which PLI is famous.
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