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Bench-Bar Conference celebrates anniversary with tributes, memories and fireworks

by Tom Loftus

When the Allegheny County Bar
Association held its first Bench-Bar
Conference at the Seven Springs
Mountain Resort in Somerset, Pa., in
the early 1960s, no one could have
predicted that this annual event would
have lasted 50 years.

Yet, it has survived and thrived,
and by all indications, is still growing.
From June 14-16, more than 800
ACBA members celebrated the golden
anniversary of the Bench-Bar with
keynote speakers, tributes, the passing
of the gavel ceremony to new ACBA
President Mark T. Vuono, and a
fireworks display. Attendees included
Governor Tom Corbett, five members
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania,
including Chief Justice Ronald. D.
Castille, and other distinguished
judges and dignitaries.

“The fireworks following our
barbecue on Thursday night raised
the bar for making this an exciting
event,” said Mark Martini, who
chaired this year’s conference. “It was
more entertaining and exciting than
we ever could have imagined.”

This year’s Bench-Bar was highlighted
by memories from previous events,

including photo displays, a video tribute
of The Big Show (the longtime musical
revue of past conferences) that played
on each guestroom television, the
Retro Lounge, and the attendance of
nine members who also were present
at the first conference.

“A lot has changed at this conference,
including that the first Bench-Bar was
by invitation only,” said Seymour
Sikov, one of the members who attended
both the 1963 and 2012 conferences.
“I am really enjoying this conference
with my daughter (Carol Sikov Gross) and
I am eating more than I normally do.”

ACBA Executive Director David
Blaner said the excellent weather 
was the icing on the cake of an 
outstanding conference. 

“It is great to see this tradition not
only continuing, but also growing as
our new attorneys have the opportunity
to network with our judges and veteran
attorneys,” said Blaner. “We were
honored to have Governor Corbett and
so many of our judiciary attend this
year’s event.”

Many attendees participated in the
Donald W. Bebenek Bench-Bar Golf
Tournament, the Les Zittrain Tennis
Event, the Sporting Clays and 5-Stand
Event, or the Fat Tire Bike Rally.

“Hours upon hours, days upon days
and weeks upon weeks were spent by
the ACBA staff, led by Membership
Director Dorie Schnippert and Bench-
Bar Committee volunteers in planning
the programs, sorting through pictures,
creating the videos, planning the special
events, and doing the tedious work
that makes the Bench-Bar seem like it
runs itself when that couldn’t be
further from the truth,” said Martini.
“Keep in mind that the committee
members are volunteers and don’t get
compensated in any way for what they
do in planning for the Bench-Bar.

“Likewise, all of the ACBA staff
members have many other responsibilities
and conceptually, pulling the conference
together is only supposed to be a small
part of what they do,” he added. “You
never would have known that in looking
at all of the work the staff did for the
conference this year.”

Again this year, attendees were
able to receive up to eight hours of
CLE credit and to choose from an
impressive list of programs. The ever
popular “Breakfast with the Judges”
used a Hollywood Squares theme to
both educate and entertain attendees.
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Continued on page 8
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Bench-Bar attendees were treated to a 15 minute fireworks display over the slopes at Seven Springs Mountain Resort.

Additional Bench-Bar articles and photographs are on pages 3-7.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you have observed or experienced any

form of gender bias, you may contact one of

the following members of the Gender Bias

Subcommittee of the Women in the Law

Division. The duty officers will keep your

report confidential and will discuss with you

actions available through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-2323

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-261-2753

Bernie Puzzuole ......................412-338-1129

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee

“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee

Members to answer ethical questions by

telephone on a daily basis.

July

Nick S. Fisfis ..........................412-396-6289

Dusty Elias Kirk ....................412-454-5039

Seymour A. Sikov ..................412-261-4202

August

Bob Bernstein..........................412-456-8101

William J. McKim ..................412-433-2914

437 GRANT ST., SUITE 1501  I  PITTSBURGH, PA 15219  I  412-325-4033

computer forensic 
investigations  

e-discovery  

technical expert 
services

ESI processing

Serving the Pittsburgh  
region’s legal community  
and leading companies
Providing “hosted” e-discovery review 
capabilities via the web, e-discovery 
processing and production services.   

Exclusively endorsed by the ACBA 
ACBA members receive a discount  
on bit-x-bit’s consulting services.

For a complimentary case analysis  
and information about our services,  
please call (412) 325-4033 or  
visit us at www.bit-x-bit.com.
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Publicize Your Section
and Committee News!
The ACBA Communications Department is eager to 

promote any special activity or newsworthy event 

emanating from your Committee or Section of interest to

ACBA members, the media, or the general public. E-mail

us at news@acba.org with the following information:

◆ Name and description of the event

◆ Date, time, and place of the event

◆ Name(s) of the sponsoring Section/Committee(s)

◆ Name(s) of speakers and titles of presentations

◆ How many people do you expect to attend? 

◆ Name and phone number of a contact person

◆ Will there be an admission fee or ticket sales? If so,

how much?

◆ Are reservations needed to attend the event? 

◆ Is there any other information you would like to share

with us?

Thank you for your cooperation! ■

visit the acba website at
www.acba.org

visit the acbf website at
www.acbf.org
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ACBA President’s remarks

by Mark Vuono

I want to tell you how pleased I am
to be here today and what an honor
and a privilege it is to serve as your
president. Bench-Bar Chair Mark
Martini asked me to take care of two
things. First, keep my speech short.
Second, arrange for good weather.
How am I doing so far?

Let me introduce myself. I’ll do that
by telling you about myself and the
people who are closest to me and who
have made a difference in my life,
beginning with my family members
who are here today to share this special
honor with me.

My father, John Vuono, inspired me
to come to this profession and has
been my mentor and law partner
throughout my career. He has always
insisted on giving our clients the very
best that we have to offer as attorneys
and putting their interests first. As our
firm enters its 60th year of service to
our clients, I am proud to say that we
must be doing something right, and
John Vuono is the foundation upon
which that success has been built. I

am very happy that he and his wife,
Linda, are here with us today.

I am also very proud and pleased
that my mother, all five of my children
and their significant others and, of
course, Maggie Stevens, are here to
share this day with me. I thank them
for all of their love and support.

Harry Markopolos mentioned this
morning that you cannot accomplish
much without a strong team behind
you. I want to thank the other attorneys
from Vuono & Gray who are here with
us today. Dennis Kusturiss, my sister
Louise Schrage and Bill Stewart. They
have backed me up when my bar 
association duties have pulled me
away from work and I appreciate their
support and their friendship.

Before I knew anything about the
ACBA, James I. Smith III was a part
of the Vuono family, a classmate with
my father and a friend who watched
Notre Dame football games in our
home, drinking Old Granddad and
smoking his cigar (I know my mom
still cringes at that memory), and
helping to instill in me a passion for
what would inevitably become my

alma mater and my profession. For
me, like so many others, he became a
mentor, assigning me to committees
and teaching me about how the legal
profession and this organization work.
So I am especially lucky to accept this
gavel today on the golden anniversary
of this conference that he founded. I
am very pleased to have served on the
committee which has planned to
honor Jim by dedicating this portrait
of him, by renaming our main 
conference room in his honor, and by
expanding the scholarship fund that
will assist local students attending the
law school of our beloved alma mater,
Notre Dame.

The legacy of service to the 
profession that Jim Smith exemplified
lives on in his successor, Dave Blaner,
who has put his own imprint on the job
of executive director and on this
organization. I have worked with Dave
on numerous projects over the years,
especially during the last year. I have
the utmost respect for his talents,
organizational skills, dedication and
leadership, and I am lucky to call him
my friend. With Dave Leonard and the
rest of the staff at the ACBA, we are in
good hands.

In addition to an excellent staff, we
have been blessed with a series of 
outstanding leaders and presidents
during my years on the Board of 
Governors. I want to thank Gary Hunt

and Howie Schulberg, with whom I
have been honored to serve during the
past year. Gary remained engaged and
involved, keeping us on course and
sharing the benefit of his experience.
Howie, in particular, has shown me
how to do things right, always 
maintaining the highest standards of
professionalism in his role as president
just as he does as an attorney. He and
I, along with Patty and Maggie, were
friends before we served together, but
that friendship has grown into a deep
respect for his service and leadership.
Howie, for myself and for all of the
members of the ACBA, thank you for
being such an outstanding president.

So these are the people who have
made a difference to me, who have
helped to define and shape who I am.
I am a very lucky man to have had
these people in my life and to have a
job that I love. And to complete my
introduction: That, in short, is who I
am—the luckiest guy in this big room.

Now, it is my chance to make a 
difference in this organization. Here
are four areas that I will emphasize in
the next year:

First and foremost, I want to assure
that we maintain the financial strength
and stability of the organization and
sustain and grow our non-dues income
streams so that we can keep our dues

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

President Mark Vuono told attendees during his acceptance speech that
“although being a good lawyer has been a central part of who I am for
the last 30 years, no job is more important to me than to be the best 
parent I could be.” In attendance were his five children (l. to. r.) Ashley
(Mays), John, Rosie (Papuga), Vuono, Mark, and Mary.

Continued on page 11



Page 4 / July 27, 2012

B E N C H - B A R R E C A P :

Executive Director’s remarks

by David Blaner

In the spirit of today’s activities, I
am going to remember the words of
my former boss, Jim Smith, who used
to tell me, “Blaner, get to the point and
then get the hell out of my office.” So
I’ll get to the point and then get the
heck out of here.

FINANCIAL HEALTH

I am happy to report that the
Allegheny County Bar Association
continues to be in excellent financial
shape with reserves of $3.3 million,
and our membership numbers are
holding steady.  We feel this is a great
accomplishment as the nation and the
legal community continue to recover
from tough economic times. Our
financial stability is in a position that
most bar associations would love to
find themselves in and we have all of
you to thank for your continued 
support of our bar association.

NOT RESTING ON OUR PAST
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

However, we aren’t resting on our
past accomplishments. Instead, we
continue to look for sources of revenue
growth and this year, we are confident
that we have found one source that not
only will produce revenue far into the
future, but also will provide a much
needed service to the general public.

PITTSBURGH LAWYER FINDER

As you know from stories in the
Lawyers Journal and maybe from the
buttons and signage you have seen at
this conference or from a recently
launched multi-media advertising
campaign, we introduced Pittsburgh
LawyerFinder.org in April. It is based
on the Lawyer Finder software we
purchased from the Columbus Bar
Association. Not only are we excited
by the number of our members who
have already signed up or who are
presently going through the application
process, but we have been overwhelmed
by the thousands of visitors who are
searching the site.  If you need clients,
sign up for www.PittsburghLawyer
Finder.org, and Whitney Hughes
promises that we will bring the clients
to you.

NEW ACBA CAREER SERVICES
WEBSITE GENERATES $10,000

We also have already generated
more than $10,000 in income from the
new ACBA Career Services job 
postings web page, and we expect this
number to continue to grow.

FIVE-YEAR AGREEMENT
WITH USI AFFINITY FOR
INSURANCE BROKER SERVICES

The ACBA and USI Affinity have
entered into a new five-year agreement
for insurance broker services. This
agreement will ensure that we have a
broker relationship that is prepared to
address the significant changes in
health insurance that will be 
implemented in 2014. Revenues from
this endorsement support the 
operations of the bar association.

PROLIANCE SOLUTIONS

As you also know, we rebranded
our for-profit company, Proliance
Solutions, around this time last year.
Any rebranding takes years, even if
you have hundreds of thousands of
dollars for advertising, which we don’t
have. We are working to ensure that
all of our members know about the
services we offer, including court
reporting, videoconferencing, trial
presentation and video support.

The effectiveness of marketing is
limited unless you have someone
knocking on doors. If you haven’t
already met him this week, Dom
Marone was hired to jump start 
Proliance’s sales efforts. He brings a
wealth of sales experience to his 
position and he has been successful in
every position he has held. We would
appreciate it if you could give Dom 
a few minutes of your time if he 
contacts you.

THIS IS A JOKE—MAKING FUN
OF OTHERS IS NOT!

Speaking of marketing. As any
marketing expert will tell you, the
goal of an organization is to get as
many people in as many places as 
possible to know who you are, what
you do and what you can do for them.
This year, we were able to get our
name into homes across the world —
something no other bar association
has done — and it was all due to a 
children’s book. That Is No Joke!,
which was created as take-home
material for students who attend our
“This is a Joke—Making Fun of Others
is Not!” program for students in
kindergarten through fifth grade, was
sent across to the globe to parents,
teachers and school administrators
who sent in requests. Our name is now
in homes in every state throughout the
nation and in places as far away as
Singapore, Australia and Spain.

DIVERSITY AND
GENDER EQUALITY

Our Institute for Gender Equality
(IGE), led by our Diversity and Gender
Equality Coordinator Alysia Keating,
is pushing our efforts forward in these
critical areas. This year, we introduced
Continuing Legal Education-approved
training in the areas of diversity and
gender equality.

NEW COMMITTEE FORMED

We formed the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT)
Rights Committee. If you think that
“it’s about time,” we agree. It is about
time. The founding committee members
have great passion and, most
importantly, share the critical objective
to ensure everyone’s rights are
protected. We expect to hear a lot of
great things coming from the LGBT
Rights Committee.

HOMER S. BROWN DIVISION

We also are happy to report that the
creation of our newest division, the
Homer S. Brown Division, went
smoothly, and has led to new members
for the bar association. We welcome
all of them. We thank all of the members
of our divisions, sections and committees
for the work they are doing.

The Young Lawyers Division won
an American Bar Association award
for the creation of its Legal Guide for
Families in Medical Crisis. Meanwhile,
our Women in the Law Division continues
to schedule excellent seminars and to
bring in nationally known speakers,
such as Anita Hill and Nina Totenberg.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

Last and certainly not least, our
Legislative Program continues to be a
critical function of the bar association.
We are not only getting in to see members
of our legislature who are involved
with issues that affect the legal industry,
but we also are now poised to hear
about issues impacting us in plenty of
time to have our positions heard. ■

David A. Blaner
ACBA Executive Director

F O R A L I S T I N G
O F N E W

A L L E G H E N Y C O U N T Y C O U RT O F
C O M M O N P L E A S C A S E S W H I C H
A P P E A R I N T H E O N L I N E PLJ
OP I N I O N S ,  P L E A S E S E E PA G E 2 . www.acba.org
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Amram Award presented to
Judge Kim Berkeley Clark
by Bill Goyette

The below remarks were made by
ACBA member Bill Goyette when 
presenting the Honorable Kim Berkeley
Clark with the Amram Award.

Greetings party-goers and happy
anniversary.

It is a wonderful honor to receive the
Philip Amram Award and I am proud to
stand here today as the 2009 awardee.
The 22 prior winners are listed in the
program. To be included among those
outstanding lawyers and judges is high
praise indeed. As chair of the Amram
Committee, it is my privilege to be able
to present this year’s award.

As we joyfully celebrate our 50th
anniversary, we need to acknowledge
that this award pays tribute to one of
the many men and women whose 
contributions to the Bench-Bar have
helped make it what it is today—
the finest gathering of lawyers in 
the country.

Philip Werner Amram was born in
Philadelphia in 1900 and graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania
Law School in 1927 as editor-in-chief
of The Law Review. He went on to
achieve prominence in Pennsylvania
when he and Herbert Funk Goodrich
first published the Goodrich-Amram
Pennsylvania Procedural Rules Service
in 1940.

By 1950, he had taken residence in
Washington, D.C., where he became
an expert in international private 
law and served as the chair of the 
U.S. Delegation to the Hague Conference
in 1972. So he not only had local 
and national prominence, but also
international prominence.

I am intrigued by the idea that a
prominent lawyer from Philadelphia
and Washington, D.C., kept coming
back to Pittsburgh year after year for
a gathering of lawyers and judges.
What was it about the ACBA that
brought Philip Amram back to us?

Certainly, part of the answer to that
question is that he liked us. He was
not scheduled to talk until Friday, but
always came up from Washington or
Philadelphia on Thursday so he could
meet with, drink with, eat with, party
with and play poker—mostly play
poker—with the judges and lawyers
from Pittsburgh.

The idea that judges and lawyers,
both plaintiff and defense lawyers,
would sit down and discuss in friendly
terms those matters that would
enhance the relationship between the
bench and the bar for the betterment
of both was novel in those days. 
Certainly not something Mr. Amram
had the opportunity to experience in
Philadelphia. He was fascinated with
that and loved being a part of it.

But if he liked us, it’s equally clear
that he kept coming back because we
liked him. Good gracious, the guy was an
expert in civil procedure—not something
we tune in to late night cable TV for some
excitement. But he made it enough fun
that a bunch of lawyers struggling to

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

The Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark accepted this year’s Amram Award
from past winner Bill Goyette.

recover from a late “night before” would
gather around him on Friday morning to
learn the ins and outs of procedure so
they could be better lawyers. Because he
was fun and entertaining, he made his
subject fun, something that was very
hard to do.

And certainly, another part of that
answer can be found right on the
plaque which goes with this award:

“I believe that God placed man on
this earth to develop himself to the
maximum limits of his capability. Any
person who does not devote his or her
life to this aim is defrauding not only
him or herself but also Our Maker.”

Certainly, we are called to a higher
level than to just be good lawyers or

even nice people. We are called to help
those who are unable to help themselves,
to bring them quality legal services,
physical and spiritual nourishment,
and to enrich their lives as much as
we enrich our own. Mr. Amram
understood that and lived his life
according to those standards.

That brings us to this year’s
awardee. The criteria for the award
are that the person be engaged in the
active practice of law for at least 12
years, be a member in good standing
of the ACBA, be supportive of and
active in the ACBA Bench-Bar 
Conference, have demonstrated 
professional excellence in the practice
of law, and have demonstrated 
outstanding service to the community.
So there you have it—community
service, professional excellence and a
Bench-Bar junkie. Our awardee
excels in all of those.

Let’s start with community service.
How about trustee of the Carnegie
Library, Advisory Board for Lydia’s
Place, Children’s Hospital committees,
Law school alumni association and
church leader. I could go on. After all,
that’s only five and there are at least
15 that we know of, so that area is
pretty well covered with outstanding
contributions to society.

Bench-Bar junkie. Our awardee has
stood on this platform a few times and
has performed on that stage many
times as an ACBA player, as well as an
incalculable number of CLE panels
and division sound-offs. Every year,
this person has been an integral part
of the variety of programs available at
the Bench-Bar and we have all benefitted
greatly from that participation.

Professional excellence. If you
haven’t already guessed the identity of
this year’s winner, you soon will when
you hear this list of accomplishments.
A fellow of the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation, a former member of the
Board of Governors, 16 years as an
assistant deputy district attorney, 14
years as a Common Pleas judge, past
president of the ACBA, and more 
judicial positions on committees,
councils and boards than I can 
possibly mention.

I think you all have it now. 
Bench-Bar Nation, let’s go to Square
No. 4 for the win—the Honorable Kim
Berkeley Clark. ■

Jim Smith remembered
at 50

th
Bench-Bar

The late Jim Smith, former ACBA Executive Director, was posthumously
honored with a portrait at the Bench-Bar’s Friday Welcome Luncheon.
Helping to honor Smith were (from l. to r.) outgoing President Howie
Schulberg, Immediate Past President Gary Hunt, incoming President
Mark Vuono, the Honorable Jeffrey Manning and ACBA Executive
Director David Blaner.

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ
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Keynote speaker and author Harry Markopolos spoke about chasing Bernie Madoff and then
posed for a photo with the panelists and moderators for the program (from l. to r.) Betty Minnotte,
Bench-Bar Vice Chair; Hon. D. Michael Fisher, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third District;
Markopolos; Steve Kaufman, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Pennsylvania;
Hon. Linda L. Kelly, Pennsylvania Attorney General; and James Kraus, moderator for the 
panel discussion. 

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

Golfers couldn’t wait for
the Donald W. Bebenek
Golf Tournament to begin.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

The Thursday cocktail reception was larger than
life with colorful performers such as this one.

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

Seymour Sikov, with daughter Carol Sikov Gross, enjoys the
50th anniversary of his first Bench-Bar conference.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

The nine attendees of this year’s
Bench-Bar conference who also
attended the first Bench-Bar
were honored at Friday’s dinner.
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The Honorable Ronald Folino (at left) has the Honorable Carlota Bohm
laughing prior to the beginning of the Hollywood Squares version of
Breakfast with the Judges.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

One thing that has been consistent at every Bench-Bar
conference is that there is plenty of great food.

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

The weather was picture perfect for the participants of the Les
Zittrain Bench-Bar Tennis Tournament.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

Outgoing President Howie Schulberg (left) catches up with
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett (right) at a reception
for former Bench-Bar Chairpersons such as the Governor.

PHOTO BY MARTY BARRON

Bench-Bar Chair Mark Martini welcomes guests
at Friday’s dinner celebration.

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

Stephanie Anderson wants to make sure she isn’t missing
anything as she and fellow Bench-Bar attendees enjoy the
Thursday night cocktail party. From l. to r. Heather Smith,
Dana Levine, Anderson, Dawn Gull, and Mary K. McDonald.
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Judicial Survey results released
by Tracy Carbasho

Results of the ACBA’s 2012 Judicial
Survey are now available for review.

“This survey is designed to solicit
the opinions of those lawyers who
have sufficient professional experience
with particular judges to enable them
to comment knowledgeably on the
work of those judges,” said Howie
Schulberg, immediate past president
of the ACBA. “We think the frequent
interaction between bench and bar
should be viewed as the best barometer
of a judge’s abilities and that the public
can look to these results with confidence.”

The results are available in a PDF
format on the main page of the associ-
ation’s website at www.acba.org. The
results were released on June 27.

As per the ACBA’s bylaws, the
survey is conducted every four years
to give lawyers who practice in
Allegheny County an opportunity to
evaluate the performance of judges.
The survey, which was conducted
online this year, applies to judges in
the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania, the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas and
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, as well as
U.S. magistrate judges and workers’
compensation judges. Each judge
receives a copy of the survey results.

“This survey tallies overall
experiences with a specific judge.
Because the responses are anonymous,
it is impossible to evaluate the reliability
of or to know the basis for any particular
response,” said Bankruptcy Judge
Judith Fitzgerald. “Nonetheless, in the
aggregate, the information is helpful to
me for self-assessment and identifying
areas in need of improvement.”

Lawyers, who do not have to be
members of the ACBA, are asked to
evaluate judges in the areas of
impartiality, legal ability, diligence
and judicial temperament. They are
asked to rate only those judges with
whom they have had professional 

contact. Professional contact means
one or more of the following: trials,
hearings or other formal appearances
before the judge, or familiarity with a
substantial number of the judge’s
written opinions and orders.

Respondents were also asked to
describe the extent of contact, such as
extensive, moderate or limited, with a
particular member of the bench.

Schulberg said the ACBA’s bylaws
require the association to survey all
attorneys who maintain an office in
Allegheny County as identified by the
administrative office of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court. Approximately 9,000
attorneys were notified about the survey
and 694 responses were received.

“Considering that the survey is self-
limiting to those who have practiced
before the particular member of the
bench being rated, we think this is a
fairly good sampling,” he said. “We
appreciate the participation of the
attorneys who took time to complete
the survey. We believe there are
approximately 2,000 practitioners
who have interaction with the courts.”

Schulberg said the ACBA had
hoped that offering the electronic
survey would make it easier and more
convenient for participants to respond.
In addition, there was a cost savings in
conducting the survey online rather
than paying the necessary postage for
the ballot and return envelopes.

The survey is not a referendum, a
ranking of the judiciary, a popularity
contest, or an opportunity to respond
to judges who have ruled in ways that
attorneys do not like. The ACBA 
recognizes that the judiciary should
not and does not act solely to please
the members of the bar.

The ACBA conducts the survey as a
public service to provide valuable
information to those who are served
by the judicial system.

“This is a public service as it
informs our citizens of the performance
of judges with whom they have

entrusted a most sacred obligation,”
said Schulberg. “It is often difficult
for the public to gain sufficient 
information about the judiciary and
this survey is one way to provide the
general public with that information.”

The survey has been conducted
every four years since 2000. The
ACBA does not try to interpret the
results in any way.

“The purpose of the survey is to
improve the legal process by giving
feedback to judges about how lawyers
view their performance,” said Kurt
Mulzet, immediate past chair of the
ACBA’s Judiciary Committee who also
serves as a senior associate at Jones
Gregg Creehan & Gerace. “We talked
to the administrative judge of each
division prior to conducting the survey
to explain its purpose. I think the
judges value the feedback from the
lawyers because they know we’re all

on the same page—trying to do a 
good job and improve an already good
court system.”

Schulberg said this year’s results
show that the county continues to 
have outstanding, experienced and
impartial judges.

“We recently saw a press release
from the Court of Common Pleas
about judges now being required to
accumulate 12 hours of Continuing
Legal Education credit annually,” said
Schulberg. “That shows the commitment
of the bench to broaden its knowledge
and the survey results are one more
element for them to consider.

“Providing feedback to our judges is
an important part of our commitment to
the legal process. We feel that Allegheny
County attorneys are in a good position
to provide this feedback. We also feel it
is our responsibility to the general
public to share this information.” ■

The keynote speaker was Harry
Markopolos, bestselling author of No
One Would Listen and star of the 
documentary, “Chasing Madoff.” He
talked about how his team tried for 10
years to warn the Securities and
Exchange Commission and Wall
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Street about Bernie Madoff. He also
advised the audience about how to
detect and prevent fraud.

“To believe that there wasn’t a
fraud or Ponzi scheme in place, you
had to believe that Bernie only picked
stocks that went up or stayed the
same. That doesn’t make sense,” he
said. “I knew in the first five minutes
that it was a fraud. Using a sports

analogy, it was like a baseball player
hitting .964 and not hitting anything
but doubles.”

Markopolos was joined on a panel
by Judge D. Michael Fisher of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit; Pennsylvania Attorney General
Linda L. Kelly; and Steve Kaufman
assistant U.S. attorney for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania. The
moderator was James W. Kraus, a
partner with Pietragallo Gordon Alfano
Bosick & Raspanti.

“Mr. Markopolos did an excellent
job of taking a serious story of 
overwhelming consequences and
making it accessible. The panel fed
into his framework of spotting the
deficiencies in our checks-and-
balances system regarding the financial
markets and explaining what can be
done to find fraud and prosecute those
responsible,” said Betty Minnotte,
vice chair of this year’s conference.
“Jim Kraus did an amazing job as the
moderator. He added humor and 
balance to the information and kept
the discussion going. One of the
important points to the story told 
by Markopolos is the fact that the
investigators could not fathom the
breadth of the fraud being committed
as they were either inexperienced or
unschooled in the basic math that
revealed the actual fraud. This theme
was echoed by each of the panelists,
pointing out the need to change the
tools law enforcement agencies need

to reach new and different types of
criminal activity.”

At the Passing of the Gavel 
Luncheon, outgoing ACBA President
Howie Schulberg introduced new
President Mark Vuono; and the 
Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark was
named this year’s Amram Award winner.

In his state-of-the-bar address, Blaner
told the crowd that the bar association
is in excellent financial shape.

Schulberg unveiled a portrait of
James I. Smith, the former executive
director of the ACBA who started the
Bench-Bar Conference. The portrait
will hang at ACBA headquarters.

While talking about Smith’s 
contributions to the bar association,
Schulberg quoted British author
Samuel Butler.  “Every man’s work,
whether it be literature or music or
anything else, is always a portrait 
of himself.”

When it comes to images, Martini
hopes that attendees will take away a
mental portrait of the Bench-Bar 
Conference that will have them
returning again and again.

“I’m hoping that first-time attendees
had an experience that will keep them
coming back for 50 years,” he said. “For
a first-timer, the conference can be a bit
overwhelming and awe-inspiring at the
beginning. But from what I have seen,
by the end of the conference you
couldn’t tell a first-timer from a
long-time veteran when it came to
totally enjoying the experience.” ■

PHOTO BY MATT MRAZ

Golfers playing in the Donald W. Bebenek Bench-Bar Golf Tournament
could not blame any high scores on the weather. They enjoyed clear skies
all day.

Nearly 700 attorneys completed the 2012 Judicial Survey.



U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania
18 x 24-inch print

City-County Building
14 x 20-inch print

Family Law Center
18 x 24-inch print

Allegheny County Courthouse
14 x 20-inch print

Limited edition prints of the...

...are for sale.
These black and white reproductions, which are designed, signed and
numbered by local artist Susan Castriota Hamilton, are still available!

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.

To order your print, please send a check made payable to ACBA, for $80.25 ($75 plus tax) to:
Attn: Peggy Lewis

Allegheny County Bar Association
400 Koppers Building

436 Seventh Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Please note that depending on supply, it may take up to four weeks for delivery.
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one hour specifically devoted to ethics.
While no formal requirement exists

in Pennsylvania for Common Pleas
judges to complete CLE, the judges of
the Fifth Judicial District acknowledge
the importance of maintaining an up-
to-date and substantive knowledge
base about current laws and issues
affecting litigants. Utilizing the work
of the Pennsylvania Interbranch
Commission and, more specifically,
the Honorable Dwayne D. Woodruff,

Court adopts Continuing Legal
Education program for judges
by Court Staff

Judges in the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas are going
above and beyond the call of duty to
ensure they stay current with the 
latest legal issues.

By unanimous vote of the judges in
the Fifth Judicial District, the Common
Pleas judges will now voluntarily
complete 12 hours of continuing legal
education on an annual basis, including

judges will voluntarily complete
requirements through certified CLE
programs and participate in relevant
conferences, training sessions and
in-house programs designed to
address topical issues.

“The decision by the Board of
Judges demonstrates the commitment
of the bench to stay abreast of issues
within the legal profession affecting
the court and its operations,” said
President Judge Donna Jo McDaniel.

“The important work of the court and the
service to the community will be greatly
enhanced by the board’s actions to adopt
this ongoing educational initiative.”

The program will be administered
through the president judge’s 
office, and judges will be asked to 
voluntarily report their CLE credits.
For additional information regarding
the program, please contact Sharon
Ann Doherty in Judge Woodruff ’s
office at 412-350-6281. ■
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Employment Litigation Attorneys
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(412) 338-1100
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Colleen Ramage Johnston, Lori R. Miller, 
Nikki Velisaris Lykos, and James W. Carroll, Jr.  

reasonable and continue to provide
and expand our outstanding services.
The ACBA exists to serve its members
and my highest priority is to assure
that we continue to provide value to
our members for their dues dollars.

Second, I want to highlight and 
promote the good things we do here.
As I have attempted to attend as many
meetings and events as I could during
the past year, I have been 
overwhelmed by the quantity and
quality of the programs and activities
carried on under the auspices of the
ACBA. Hundreds of attorneys devote
thousands of volunteer hours to 
continuing legal education, pro bono
services, programs and events of our
divisions, committees and sections.
Because of the breadth of those 
activities, the public and even many
attorneys do not fully appreciate the
scope of those activities and the
opportunities for service, involvement
and leadership that are available
through the ACBA. This year, I want
to talk and write about some of these
outstanding efforts, first to educate
our colleagues in the profession about
all we have to offer, and also to
enhance the image of our profession
in the eyes of the general public.

Third, I want to reaffirm our 
support for solo and small firms. I am
among the 65 percent of our members
who have chosen to practice in small
firms and half of those are sole 
practitioners. Changes in the practice
of law and technological advances
have in many ways made us more 
efficient, responsive and ever available
to our clients and our colleagues. But
these changes have also made it ever

ACBA PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
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more difficult to keep pace with 
technology and to manage work-life
balance. I believe this is especially
true for solo and small firms that do
not have the resources to hire in-house
information technology staff. I think
we owe it to the majority of our 
members to help them survive and
compete however we can. One new
area of support that we have 
undertaken is the creation of 
PittsburghLawyerFinder.org, a web
site where individual attorneys can
promote their practice areas for a 
reasonable monthly fee. It’s off to a
great start in its first few months and I
want to see it expand further this year.

Finally, gender equality and diversity
have long been among the top priorities
for the ACBA, and we have taken a
new direction in advancing those
causes by hiring a director of diversity
and gender equality. As Alysia Keating
completes her first year, I feel that we
as an organization are making
progress in addressing the issues and
raising consciousness of the problems.
I will continue to support her and the
Institute for Gender Equality, the
Women in the Law Division, the
Homer S. Brown Division, the Diversity
Collaborative, and the other diversity
affinity groups as we try to effect
meaningful change and positive results
for women and minority attorneys.

There are so many other areas where
I hope I can support and contribute to
the work of this organization, including
our lobbying efforts and funding for
our Political Action Committee; the
work of the Foundation and Proliance;
addressing the crisis in funding for
civil legal services through the Pro
Bono Partnership, Neighborhood
Legal Services and the other related
organizations; fully incorporating the
Homer S. Brown Division into the
association; and supporting the amazing
work of the Young Lawyers Division,
which is like a thriving bar association
in its own right. I could go on, but I
know it’s time to wrap up.

I know what a great job we already
do as an organization to provide 
services to our members. I want to tell
that story not only to our members,
but also to the community in general
to improve our services, increase
membership and involvement, and
enhance the image and perception of
our profession in the general public.

I have such great respect for the
accomplishments of this organization,
not just for its long and distinguished
history, but even more for what it is
today and where I believe it is heading
in the future. I am honored to have the
privilege of serving as your president.
I look forward to the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead and I ask
for your continued support in improving
our bar association and advancing our
mission of service to our profession
and the public. ■
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ACBA President Mark Vuono (at left) accepts the presidential gavel from
outgoing President Howie Schulberg during Thursday’s Welcome Lunch
at the 50th Golden Anniversary Bench-Bar Conference.



◆    ◆    ◆

John “Jack” P.
Goodrich has
announced the
launch of his new
firm, Goodrich &
Associates, P.C.
He will concen-
trate his practice
in the areas of
head trauma/ 
concussions, per-
sonal injury, vehic-
ular accidents,
product liability,

wrongful deaths, workers’ compensation,
and social security disability, along
with wills and estates.

◆    ◆    ◆

Fox Rothschild
LLP announces
the addition of
property lawyer
Brienne S. Terril.
She focuses her
practice on patent
prosecution and
litigation across a
range of technolo-
gy areas, including
computer security
systems, encryp-
tion technologies,

smart cards, and biometric systems.
She also provides counsel on product
and technology development and has
experience prosecuting and securing
patents for Internet-based advertising
systems, wireless communication 
systems, mobile device technologies,
e-commerce systems, document 
production systems, and security and
encryption technologies.

Change in Status
Samuel Joseph Brydon has 

been disbarred.

◆    ◆    ◆

Jane Clare Orie has been placed on
temporary suspension.

News and Notes
Rhonda J. Sudina, a partner at Robb

Leonard Mulvihill LLP, has been
elected to membership in the Academy
of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County. 

◆    ◆    ◆

Julie W. Meder,
a director and vice
president at The
Webb Law Firm,
has been appointed
to serve a three-
year term as a
Hearing Committee
Member serving
the Disciplinary
Board of the
Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania in
the District IV 

disciplinary district. She is involved
with all aspects of IP law, including
assisting with litigation matters and 
in securing patent protection for 
plant varieties. 

◆    ◆    ◆

The Law Offices
of Ira Weiss are
pleased to announce
that founder and
lead attorney Ira
Weiss has been 
recognized with a
D i s t i n g u i s h e d
Achievement in
Law Award by the
Tri-State Area
School Study Coun-
cil, in conjunction
with the University

of Pittsburgh’s Law School and School
of Education. He has represented
school districts and municipalities, and
worked on efforts to amend regulations
to measure teacher performance and
student achievement.

People on the Move
B u c h a n a n

Ingersoll & Rooney
PC has announced
that shareholder
Matthew F. Burger
has been elected to
the firm’s board of
directors for a
three-year term.
He has represent-
ed national coal
producers, contract
miners, natural gas
companies, and

energy companies in litigation and 
corporate matters. He is the chair of
the firm’s Coal Industry Practice Group.

ESTATE PLANNING

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE

GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support

charitable work helping those in need throughout SW

Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation

at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or

Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

PROCESS SERVICE

INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES

TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 

(412) 921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi.
412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/

HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/

VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.–25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

Lawyers’ Mart

Bar Briefs

Connect with The Webb Law Firm and get the power of a 

full service intellectual property firm. With degrees in fields like 

engineering, physics and chemistry, our attorneys have technical 

insight into the scientific aspects of innovation.

So when your clients ask about copyrights, trademarks and patents 

you can say,  “Yeah, we’ve got a connection for that.”

Add IP 
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Msg & Data Rates May Apply
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420 Ft. Duquesne Blvd. Suite 1200

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 | 412.471.8815 
www.webblaw.com

Intellectual Property Law Since 1845

Matthew F.
Burger

Brienne S.
Terril

Julie W.
Meder

Ira 
Weiss

John “Jack” P.
Goodrich

Order your 2012
Allegheny County 
Bar Association

Legal Directory 
today!

Call 412�402�6614 for details.

Page 12 / July 27, 2012

Allegheny County
Bar Association
www.acba.org


	Bench-Bar Conference celebrates anniversary with tributes, memories and fireworks
	ACBA President’s remarks
	Executive Director’s remarks
	Amram Award presented to Judge Kim Berkeley Clark
	Jim Smith remembered at 50th Bench-Bar
	50th Golden Anniversary Bench-Bar Conference
	Judicial Survey results released
	Court adopts Continuing Legal Education program for judges
	Bar Briefs

