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Judge David Wecht sworn-
in to Pa. Superior Court

by Tracy Carbasho

Judge David Wecht is now nurturing
an interest in appellate work that
began when he was a law student at
Yale University.

Wecht, who has served as a judge in
the Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas since 2003, moved up a notch on
the judicial ladder in November. He
was elected to the Superior Court of
Pennsylvania, an achievement he has
aspired to reach for many years.

“I have always been interested in
appellate work, beginning with the
editorial work I did on The Yale Law
Journal, continuing through to my
clerkship for a federal appellate
judge, and my litigation practice with
firms in Washington, D.C. and
Pittsburgh,” he said. “I ran unsuccessfully
for the Superior Court in 2001, but

that loss turned out for the best
because I now bring nearly nine years
of experience as a trial judge to this
appellate work. The years of presiding
in the Court of Common Pleas will
improve my ability to understand
the matters coming before the
Superior Court.”

Colleagues on the appellate court
are more than happy that voters
selected Wecht as their top choice for
the available seat.

“He brings a solid academic
background to the court, as well as his
experience as a trial judge,” said
Superior Court President Judge
Correale Stevens. “Appellate court
judges who were previously trial
judges have a true understanding of
the day-to-day work of a trial judge
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The annual Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast was held Jan. 16, 2012 at Mt.
Ararat Baptist Church. KDKA TV’s Harold Hayes served as the master of ceremonies. The Honorable
Kim Berkeley Clark (Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, Family Division) was honored with the
2012 Drum Major for Justice Award. (From left to right) Homer S. Brown Division Chair Jennifer D.
Arnette, Drum Major for Justice Award winner Hon. Kim Berkeley Clark, and Homer S. Brown Division
Chair-Elect Gerald S. Robinson, III.

Hon. Kim Berkeley Clark receives
Drum Major for Justice award 

Continued on page 2
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437 GRANT ST., SUITE 1501  I  PITTSBURGH, PA 15219  I  412-325-4033

computer forensic 
investigations  

e-discovery  

technical expert 
services

ESI processing

Serving the Pittsburgh  
region’s legal community  
and leading companies
Providing “hosted” e-discovery review 
capabilities via the web, e-discovery 
processing and production services.   

Exclusively endorsed by the ACBA 
ACBA members receive a discount  
on bit-x-bit’s consulting services.

For a complimentary case analysis  
and information about our services,  
please call (412) 325-4033 or  
visit us at www.bit-x-bit.com.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you have observed or experienced any

form of gender bias, you may contact one of

the following members of the Gender Bias

Subcommittee of the Women in the Law

Division. The duty officers will keep your

report confidential and will discuss with you

actions available through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-2323

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-261-2753

Bernie Puzzuole ......................412-338-1129

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee

“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee

Members to answer ethical questions by

telephone on a daily basis.

February

Walter J. Blenko, Jr. ..............412-566-6189

C. Kurt Mulzet ........................412-261-6400

March

Margaret B. Angel ..................412-562-3982

Ernest B. Orsatti ....................412-281-3850

David Alan Strassburger........412-281-5423

Ross E. Fazio and Joan L. Fazio v.
The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America,
Luttner Financial Group, Mark C. Donato, and Paul Shovel
Hertzberg, J. ..............................................................................Page 61
Unfair Trade Practices—Life Insurance

Craig Smith v. Newman Motors, Inc., Friedman, J. .............Page 66
Contract

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. William Page
Cashman, J. ................................................................................Page 69
Criminal Appeal—Homicide—Severance of Charges—
Expert Witness Testimony—Competency of Child Witness—
Admissibility of Defendant’s Statements

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.
Allen Weber, Cashman, J. .........................................................Page 76
Criminal Appeal—Sufficiency—
Obstruction of a Highway—Disorderly Conduct—
G-20 Summit—5th Amendment Right Not to Incriminate

Jill Marie Casper v.
Patrick John Casper, Marmo, J. ..............................................Page 81
Equitable Distribution—
Alimony—Counsel Fees

Jamie K. Mackay v.
Stuart J. Mackay, Marmo, J. ....................................................Page 84
Child Support—Earning Capacity

and the challenges of making various
decisions in a trial setting. Judge
Wecht understands the reason we on
the appellate level respect the discretion
given to trial judges in the performance
of their duties.”

Stevens noted that Wecht also
brings a fresh perspective to the
court, a willingness to work hard and
a personable demeanor that will
contribute to the collegial atmosphere
of the court.

“While our judges have varying
viewpoints, we respect each other and
Dave has the personality to be part of
that collegiality,” he added.

Stevens believes Wecht will do well in
a court that handles such a substantial
workload, especially since he understands
that the court’s decisions impact not only
the individual parties in a certain case,
but also all residents of Pennsylvania.

Approximately 8,000 appeals are
filed in the Superior Court every year,
according to Stevens, making it one of
the busiest appellate courts in the
United States. Despite the volume of
cases, there is currently no backlog,
meaning parties get their decisions in
a timely fashion.

Stevens has known Wecht since he
became a trial judge nine years ago.
When they were both trial judges,
they would often attend the annual
Pennsylvania Conference of State
Trial Judges and he would spend time
talking to Wecht. Once Stevens
became an appellate judge, he had the
opportunity to review some of Wecht’s
trial court decisions and he is aware of
his opinion writing skills.

Judge Gene Strassburger, a former
long-time judge for the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas who
now serves as a senior judge for the
Superior Court, attended the same

JUDGE DAVID WECHT
continued from front cover

high school and college that Wecht
did. However, since Wecht is younger,
the two never had a chance to meet
until they served together in the Court
of Common Pleas.

“David is brilliant, hard-working,
thorough, and personable, and will
make a great Superior Court judge,”
said Strassburger. “My words of wisdom
are to hire good law clerks and secretaries
because this is a team effort and our
workload is extremely heavy. Our
2011 statistics show that I filed 227
majority opinions or memoranda. That
is more than one per working day.”

Wecht’s background and his enthusiasm
for his work have prepared him to handle
his duties on the Superior Court.

“I love the law. I love to think about
it, write about it, and talk about it. The
Superior Court adjudicates the vast
majority of Pennsylvania appeals and
addresses a diverse array of fascinating
legal issues,” Wecht said. “I hope that
I can provide a useful contribution to
the work of the court, and I aim to set
forth sound and thoughtful legal
reasoning, and serve the cause of justice
for Pennsylvania’s citizens.”

His objectives in his new judicial
role include providing well reasoned,
well written, and prompt decisions;
deciding cases correctly under the
laws of the Commonwealth; and

Continued on page 8



organized effort so that the YLD could
be current and responsive to the
needs of our membership. To date the
YLD has hosted more networking and
professional development programs
than ever before. For example,  the
YLD has organized and hosted: (1) a
young professional mixer at the Left
Field Club where young professionals
from numerous industries met to
network and create referral relation-
ships; (2) a fall golf outing at Birdsfoot
Golf Club designed specifically for
young lawyers to network with each
other and entertain clients in an
affordable way; (3) a welcome reception
for new summer associates in
Pittsburgh; (4) a celebratory reception
for young lawyers passing the bar in
2011; (5) a mixer for diverse law
students held to help the YLD identify
and train diverse attorneys for future
leadership in the YLD; (6) a reception
and Gallery Crawl with the ACBA
Arts & the Law Committee; (7) the
national-award-winning Rolling With
the Judges event where YLD members
spent an evening bowling and socializing
with judges from the Common Pleas
Court, the Commonwealth Court, the
Superior Court, and the U.S. District
Court; (8) a winter young professionals
networking mixer; and (9) the annual
YLD holiday party.

Our efforts at creating unique and
special networking opportunities for
our members are ongoing and will
continue. For example, on February
29 the YLD will be hosting An
Evening with the Big Wigs & Judges
Book Release Party at the Fairmont
Hotel. The YLD has invited more than
two dozen of the region’s most successful
and influential attorneys from a
diverse array of professional settings
and practice areas to network with
YLD members.  We are also releasing
the Judges Book at this event, and all
attendees will receive a limited edition
hardcopy (the Judges Book will be
available to the entire ACBA membership
online beginning March 1). This book,

created by the 2011 Bar Leadership
Initiative Class, contains courtroom
practice and procedure, as well as
advice from judges in Allegheny
County and the surrounding areas.

The YLD has also begun training
for its Very Important Papers (VIP),
Stepping Out, and Wills for Heroes
programs which have already begun
and will increase significantly this
spring. The VIP program is a free
presentation given by young lawyer
volunteers to community groups
comprised of senior citizens and their
care-givers. It covers such topics as
wills, healthcare and financial powers
of attorney, living wills and the
probate process.

The Stepping Out program puts
young lawyer volunteers in local high
schools to give students presentations
on the students’ rights and responsibilities
as they prepare to “step out” into the
world as legal adults. Wills for Heroes
is an extremely popular program that
provides free estate documents to
first responders from local police,
fire, and EMS departments. This
spring we are also bringing back
Practicing Green, a multi-component
educational and public service project
that teaches lawyers how to minimize
the environmental impact of their
practices and offers ACBA members
an opportunity to do public service
beautifying Pittsburgh.

Operation MVP will also be back
this spring which benefits active
military personnel serving abroad.
YLD volunteer attorneys assemble
and mail care packages containing
food items, toiletries, and clothing for
our active troops. Additionally, this
May the YLD is introducing a new
public and member service joint project
called Lawyers for a Humane Pittsburgh.
This project will give our members
the opportunity to participate in a
variety of public service projects
benefitting abused, neglected, and
abandoned companion animals in
Allegheny County.

The YLD education committee has
also been busy this year. The YLD has
hosted numerous educational programs
including: (1) PLAA Panel on the
Business Side of Practicing Law; (2)
Writing for Young Lawyers Lunch &
Learn with Hollis Hurd; (3) ADR and
Mediation from the Court’s Perspective
Lunch & Learn; and (4) Combatting
the Winter Blues CLE where attendees
got that elusive ethics CLE for only $5.

I would be remiss if I did not
mention the extremely successful
YLD holiday programming. The annual
YLD Skate-a-thon was a huge success,
raising over $5,000 for the ACBF
Attorneys Against Hunger campaign.
The Children in Shelter Holiday Party
resulted in the successful collection of
over 800 gifts which were distributed
to almost 300 children living in
Pittsburgh area homeless shelters
during the holidays. The YLD holiday
party was as fun as ever and also
raised approximately $250 for
Attorneys Against Hunger.

This year, the YLD also devoted
significant time and labor to prepare
and submit applications to increase
our national visibility, including an
application for Pittsburgh to host a
future American Bar Association
(ABA) YLD National Conference and
a grant proposal by the YLD Diversity
Committee to the ABA.

I can say without hesitation that the
YLD is one of the most productive and
accomplished young lawyers divisions
in the entire country. We could not
accomplish all we do without the
commitment and generosity of our
hundreds of YLD member volunteers
and the many YLD leaders who sacrifice
an enormous amount of time and energy
to organize, plan, and execute these
events. It is an honor to work with these
individuals. (You know who you are!)

YLD programming and events are
continuing and ongoing. Please read
the YLD Sidebar to keep informed and
up-to-date. I hope to see you all at a
YLD event in the near future. ■
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YYour LLucas DDocket: letters
from a young(ish) lawyer

by Erin Lucas, YLD Chair

It is hard to believe that the ACBA
calendar year is over half gone! That
said, I am pleased to share that the
YLD has been successful, to date, in
achieving its goals for 2011-2012. This
year, the YLD endeavored to continue
and improve upon its flagship pro-
gramming while creating new and
unique programming with professional
development components to assist our
membership in navigating the unique
professional challenges facing young
lawyers due to the current economic
climate. I could fill up numerous articles
detailing the projects and programs
the YLD has hosted so far this year
and talk about those motivated young
lawyer volunteers that made them
happen. However, I realize your time
is limited so a quick overview will have
to suffice for present purposes.

The YLD has been extremely busy
this year increasing the number and
quality of networking and professional
development events for young
lawyers. This was a purposeful and

FOR UPCOMING EVENTS AND MUCH MORE INFORMATION, CLICK ON
“YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION” UNDER “COMMITTEES” ON WWW.ACBA.ORG.
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Wyoming Massacre art on
display at federal courthouse
by Susan Jacobs Jablow

When the founding fathers signed
the Declaration of Independence on
July 4, 1776, the American Revolutionary
War, which lasted more than eight
years, was just in its infancy. In the
years that followed, a long series of
battles and military clashes took place
between the American Patriots and
the British Army, its Loyalists known
as Tories, and various Native
American tribes. A portion of eastern
Pennsylvania, near Wilkes-Barre, was
the site of a brutal conflict between
American settlers and Seneca Indians
under British rule that became
known as the Wyoming Massacre,
named for the Wyoming Valley of the
Susquehanna River.

The story of the massacre and 
other events of that period are depicted
in a series of paintings by artist 
Eileen Potter Kopelman, now on display
in the lobby of the federal courthouse
for the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania in
downtown Pittsburgh.

“The artwork is striking,” said Dan
Wilt, webmaster and trainer for the
courthouse. “It’s pretty fascinating stuff.”

Until he saw the display, Wilt said
he was unaware of the events that took

place between 1777 and 1780 in the
Wyoming Valley. “It prompted me to
learn more about it,” he said.

That was Kopelman’s intent. A
native of eastern Pennsylvania whose
ancestors fought in the Revolutionary
War, she grew up knowing vaguely
that there had been a massacre in the
Wyoming Valley. However, several
years ago, while helping a friend do
research for the Daughters of the
American Revolution, she discovered
that John Gardner, a cousin to one of
her ancestors, had been burned at the
stake during the Wyoming Massacre.
That led her to read a vivid historical
account by Charles Miner, which in
turn inspired her to create a series of
28 paintings.

“I could see the pictures in my
mind’s eye,” said Kopelman of the
stories recorded by Miner. “I became
enthralled in it and I just had to paint it.”

She did further research, reading
additional history books and discovering
some paintings about the conflict. But
those renderings didn’t fully capture
the stories. “It wasn’t what I was reading
in the book,” she said.

For example, many of the American
settlers who fled the Wyoming Valley
escaped through a swamp in the
Pocono mountains. The vast majority

of those were women and children,
but the paintings Kopelman found
instead depicted adult men trekking
through the swamp.

One of her paintings, “The Survivors
Flee Through the Shades of Death
Swamp,” combines several stories of
those who fled, showing two women
who gave birth while escaping, as well
as an elderly woman who died and
was buried along the way, and a
widowed mother and her six children
made destitute by the conflict.

Kopelman began researching the
massacre in 2004. She started painting
the series three years later and
completed it in 2009.

A resident of Lower Burrell,
Westmoreland County, she is married
to attorney James Kopelman. The couple
is friends with District Judge Joy
Flowers Conti, who learned about the
artwork and mentioned it to District
Judge Nora Barry Fischer, the chair of
a committee devoted to outreach for
the courthouse. For the last two years,
the committee has been displaying
works by local artists with western
Pennsylvania themes.

“We’re interested in all mediums,”
said Colleen Willison, chief deputy in
the clerk’s office for the courthouse and
a member of the outreach committee.

Past displays included photography,
pen and ink drawings, quilts, paintings,
and other art forms by a range of
artists and groups, including the
Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild, Susan
Castriota, and Milestone, an organization
that provides creative outlets to those with
behavioral and intellectual challenges.

None of the previous exhibits had
been of just paintings, said Willison.

The committee met Kopelman to
see the series, painted in bright
greens, blues, whites, and reds. They
decided it would be a perfect fit for
the courthouse.

The 28 paintings in the collection
are displayed chronologically, with
extensive descriptions to explain their
historical context. The series begins

in the autumn of 1777, when Tory
settlers in Tunkhannock, Pa. were
jailed by the Americans, leaving their
families destitute.

In retribution, British forces and
Seneca Indians attacked American
settlers in the Wyoming Valley in June
1778. On July 3, the brutal Battle of
Wyoming and the Wyoming Massacre
took place, in which 227 American
patriots, the majority of the fighting
force of 350, were killed and scalped.
The Seneca followed British orders to
leave women and children unharmed,
though they plundered and burned
houses and farms throughout the valley.

The paintings show major events,
such as the actual killings of captured
American settlers around a Seneca
bonfire on the night of July 3, and
individual stories, including the tale of
a John Hadsell, who concealed himself
beneath willow branches on the edge
of the Susquehanna River, saving
himself from Indian pursuers.

“I would lay awake thinking about
these people,” said Kopelman about her
research for the collection. “It was a labor
of love. The stories were so gripping.”

Kopelman, who is 66 and began
taking painting lessons when she was
44, works in a style that is considered
“primitive,” meaning that it is not realistic
in its use of color and perspective. The
paintings, which have a storybook feel
to them, capture the historical events
in an almost mythological way.

While her work has been displayed
before in various venues, Kopelman
was excited by the opportunity to
show it in the courthouse.

“I am overjoyed to be there,” she
said. “It’s a wonderful, beautiful
exhibit space.” Eventually, Kopelman
hopes the whole collection will be 
purchased for permanent display in
eastern Pennsylvania.

The series will be on display in the
courthouse lobby through February 28.
There is no charge to view the artwork,
but courthouse visitors must show a
photo ID to enter the building. ■

Having the right team 
makes all the difference

Employment Litigation Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
(412) 338-1100
www.rothmangordon.com

Colleen Ramage Johnston, Lori R. Miller, 
Nikki Velisaris Lykos, and James W. Carroll, Jr.  

If you have an idea for a story,
please contact Joanna Taylor Stone at
jstone@acba.org or 412-402-6604.
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Cyberbullying in Pennsylvania:
student’s free speech rights online
by Lou Kroeck

In 2006 it was estimated that as
many as one-third of all teens in the
United States had experienced some
form of cyberbullying. Almost every
state, including Pennsylvania, decided
to take immediate action implementing
laws to prosecute or deter cyberbullies
in an attempt to help curtail this growing
trend. In reality, cyberbullying is
nothing but a modernization of the
ancient practice of youthful hazing.
Like it or not, bullies exist in all walks
of life. The Internet has merely given
bullies another soapbox for their
attempts to harass and demean others.

The Pennsylvania cyberbullying
law, passed in 2008 and codified at 24
P.S. 1303.1-A, defines bullying as any
intentional electronic, written, verbal,
or physical act, or series of acts directed
at another student or students, which
occurs in a school setting that is
severe, persistent, or pervasive, and
that has the effect of doing any of the
following: substantially interfering
with a student’s education, creating a
threatening environment, or substantially
disrupting the orderly operation of 
the school.

The passage of the Pennsylvania
cyberbullying law was a response to
the growing trend of cyberbullying
and the tragic case of a 13-year-old
Missouri girl who took her own life
after being bullied on MySpace by the
mother of one of the teen’s schoolmates.
The laws proposed by Pennsylvania
lawmakers contemplated creating
new misdemeanor offenses related to

cyberbullying, but those laws were
never enacted.

Rather than create a new offense
under the criminal or civil code,
Pennsylvania’s cyberbullying law
creates obligations for schools to 
create a policy addressing cyberbullying
and to create reporting policies
designed to make sure that such actions
do not go without being addressed.

While the Pennsylvania cyberbullying
law states that its purpose is directed
to incidents that occur in a school 
setting, “on school grounds, in school
vehicles, at a designated bus stop, or
at any activity sponsored, supervised,
or sanctioned by the school,” the 
reality is that schools have attempted
to extend their authority well 
beyond the stated purpose of the 
act or any other authority they’ve 
previously exerted through common
law principles.

In January of 2012, the Supreme
Court of the United States declined to
intervene in two Pennsylvania cases
where students were suspended based
on Internet posts that were made
outside of the school room. In both
instances students posted fake
MySpace pages insulting their
principals and in both instances the
students were suspended from school.
Although these cases actually came to
fruition before the Pennsylvania
cyberbullying law was passed, the
heart of the issue in the cases was
whether or not the students caused
substantial disruptions, thereby
undermining the school’s educational
mission. This standard is very similar

to the standard described in the
Pennsylvania cyberbullying statute
which describes bullying as having
the effect of “substantially interfering
with a student’s education.”

After being suspended, the students
filed suit in Pennsylvania claiming
that their first amendment rights had
been violated. They argued that their
behaviors outside the classroom, even
though they dealt with school officials,
were not punishable. The schools
argued that the line between out of
school and in school behavior has
been blurred because Internet posts
spread around the student body like
wildfire causing a disruption in the
education process. The Third Circuit
Court of Appeals held that the student’s
actions did not cause a substantial
disruption to school activities and that
schools could not punish students
for speech originating from outside
the classroom.

Conversely, the Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals in West Virginia held
against a student who posted hateful
remarks against another student on
MySpace. The court found that the
student, “used the Internet to
orchestrate a targeted attack on a

classmate, and did so in a manner
that was sufficiently connected to the
school environment as to implicate
the school district’s recognized
authority to discipline speech which
materially and substantially interfere[s]
with the requirements of appropriate
discipline in the operation of the
school and collid[es] with the rights
of others.”

With Pennsylvania courts holding
that students can not be punished for
actions outside the classroom and
West Virginia courts holding otherwise,
many believed that the United States
Supreme Court would issue an opinion
on this matter and clarify how schools
may implement their cyberbullying
policies. Because the high court
declined the issue, Pennsylvania
school districts will have to be careful
how they choose to enforce policies
regarding speech occurring off school
grounds and students will need to be
extremely careful about the type of
speech they engage in on the Internet.
Although cyberbullying is a very
legitimate concern, parents should
most likely be regulating their children’s
behavior outside the classroom rather
than school administrators. ■
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Publicize Your Section and Committee News!
The ACBA Communications Department is eager to promote any special activity or newsworthy event emanating from your

Committee or Section of interest to ACBA members, the media, or the general public. E-mail us at news@acba.org with the

following information:

◆ Name and description of the event ◆ Date, time, and place of the event

◆ Name(s) of the sponsoring section/committee(s) ◆ Name(s) of speakers and titles of presentations

◆ How many people do you expect to attend? ◆ Name and phone number of a contact person

◆ Will there be an admission fee or ticket sales? If so, how much? ◆ Are reservations needed to attend the event? 

◆ Is there any other information you would like to share with us?

Thank you for your cooperation! ■



by Tracy Carbasho

The two newly elected judges on
the Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas grew up in different parts of the
world, but they now share a passion
for making a difference on the bench.

Serving as a judge is not new for
Michael Marmo, who was appointed
by former Gov. Ed Rendell to fill a
vacancy on the court in 2009. Marmo,
who grew up in Mount Washington,
Pa., was elected for a full term in
November. Judge Alexander Bicket, a
native of South Africa, was elected in
November after serving as an attorney
in Pittsburgh since 1989.

Despite coming from different
backgrounds, both men received their
law degree from Duquesne University
and are now serving in the Family 
Division of the Court of Common Pleas.

They were eager to answer questions
from the Lawyers Journal about their
background, their qualifications, and
their plans for the future.

Judge Alexander Bicket

Bicket specialized in commercial,
insurance, and toxic tort litigation
at Zimmer Kunz from 1989 until
taking his seat on the bench in January.
He tried more than 30 complex civil
cases to verdict in state and federal
courts throughout western Pennsylvania.
He became a partner at the firm 
in 1996.

Prior to becoming an attorney, he
taught Latin and English at Fox
Chapel Area High School from 1982 to
1989. He was elected Teacher of the
Year in 1989. Before coming to Pittsburgh,
he taught English for several years in
South Africa.

Bicket received his law degree
from Duquesne University in 1988
and his master’s degree in psychology
from Columbia University in New
York City in 1982. He majored in law,
sociology, and English at the University
of Stellenbosch in Cape Town, South
Africa, and earned his bachelor’s

Judges Bicket and Marmo sworn-
in to Court of Common Pleas

degree in 1978. Two years later, he
earned his post-graduate degree in
education from the University of Cape
Town in South Africa. He and his wife,
Susan, have two children: Ian, 17, and
Kalli, 12.

He recently answered the following
questions from the Lawyers Journal:

Why did you want to be a judge?
“After 23 years of private practice as a
lawyer, I felt I needed a career change
without leaving the field of law. I felt
that looking at litigation from the
other side where one is no longer an
advocate would be a challenging and
rewarding way to achieve this end.”

What type of judge do you want 
to be known as by attorneys and 
the parties who come before you?
“Prepared, courteous, punctual,
polite, and compassionate.”

At what point in your life did you
decide you wanted to be an attorney?
“I became interested in the law while
at high school in South Africa. The
idea of being able to help people
appealed to me as did the ability to
provide a service to people in need of
legal help.”

What do you hope to achieve by
serving on the bench? “I hope to
continue to provide all litigants with
access to a system that is designed to
be equally available to everybody. I
would like to foster the confidence of
the public in the court system so that
when litigants come before me, they
know that I will treat them fairly and
with dignity and respect.”

What aspects of your background
best prepared you to serve as a judge?
“As a teacher of high school students,
I learned the need to be patient, fair,
courteous, and impartial, all qualities
that are also necessary to be an effective
judge. Both teachers and judges are
role models in their respective positions
and require one to be cognizant at all
times of the expectations and needs of
the people they serve.

“I grew up in South Africa during
the darkest days of apartheid. The
majority of citizens were not afforded
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Judge Alan Bloch administers the oath of office to Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas Judge
Alexander Bicket. Participating in the ceremony by holding the Bible is Bicket’s daughter, Kalli.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas Judge Michael Marmo
shares a moment with his family. Seated, from left, are his son Anthony,
his wife Kathy, and his daughter Christina. Joining them is their
dog Carmen.

the full protection of the law and the
courts because of the color of their
skin. I learned firsthand that without
equality under the law and equal
access to the courts, a true democracy
cannot exist. I will always remember
the suffering this caused to so many in
South Africa. I will always ensure that
no matter what one’s religion, creed,
or color, everyone will be treated
equally in my courtroom.”

Judge Michael Marmo

Marmo received his law degree
from Duquesne University in 1993
and began his practice with a focus on
real estate, business issues, municipal
matters, and probate/estate planning.
His resume is chockfull of positions he
was able to obtain as a result of having
not only a law degree, but also a master’s
degree in public administration from
the University of Pittsburgh.

He accrued extensive experience
prior to becoming a judge. For example,
he served as the tax collector for
Emsworth Borough from 1982 to 1994
and as the deputy recorder of deeds
for Allegheny County from 1984 to
1995. While working as the deputy
recorder, he attended law school
classes in the evening.

From 1993 to 2009, he served as
solicitor and special legal counsel for
a long list of municipal groups. His
experience also includes serving as a
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special master for assessment appeals
and eminent domain cases for the
Board of Viewers of Allegheny County
from 1995 to 2009.

Despite his busy schedule, he
stepped away from the bench recently
to answer questions from the 
Lawyers Journal.

What have you learned about 
yourself by serving in the Family 
Division since 2009? “If there is
anything that I appreciate more after
serving in this Division, it’s my own
family. My mom (Josephine) and my
dad (Angelo) did a good job of raising
me and the lessons they taught me
definitely carried over into my life.
When I see kids whose lives have been
impacted by divorce, drugs, and other
issues, I consider myself blessed and
it makes me appreciate what I have.”

What is the toughest part of your
job? “I have to make tough decisions
that don’t just affect one person’s
life, but an entire family. I really
need to ponder, understand the law,
and consider the impact on the family.
The hardest issues I deal with are
terminating parental rights and
permanently removing kids from
homes. It’s tough because I know
how I feel about my family and my
own children.”

At what point in your career did
you decide to become a judge? “I
never really thought about being a
judge because my private practice
was going well, but I was already
doing a lot of quasi-judicial work as a
solicitor and with the Board of Viewers.
I ran for judge at the age of 53 in 2007,
but didn’t make it.”

What have you enjoyed most about
serving in the Family Division? “I like
doing adoptions, being able to help
children, and marrying people. I’ve done
marriage ceremonies all over the county
in a lot of different venues, including
parks and homes. I like making a positive
difference in people’s lives.”

What motivates you to do your best
every day? “I try to make sure I deal
with the law in the right way every
day so I can help the people who come
before me. I also recognize that I’ve
been blessed. In May, I’ll have been
married for 32 years to Kathy and we
have two wonderful children, Anthony,
who is 28, and Christina, who is 26. We
also have an eight-year-old black lab
named Carmen who likes to eat
pizzelles and knows she’s part of an
Italian family.” ■
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18 x 24-inch print
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14 x 20-inch print
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...are for sale.
These black and white reproductions, which are designed, signed and
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To order your print, please send a check made payable to ACBA, for $80.25 ($75 plus tax) to:
Attn: Peggy Lewis
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Please note that depending on supply, it may take up to four weeks for delivery.
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articulating the legal principles in a
clear and fair-minded manner.

Wecht enjoyed a smooth transition
from serving in the Court of Common
Pleas to moving to the Superior Court.
He expressed gratitude to the staff
and judges of both courts for their
assistance in helping to make the
switch much easier.

“I am lucky to have known all of the
Superior Court judges from prior
encounters. Some of the judges I have
met only in the last couple of years
and others I have known for most of
my career,” he said. “They are a
wonderful group of colleagues, and I
am excited about the chance to work
with them and to learn from them.”

Wecht leaves behind proud service
and accomplishments on the Court of
Common Pleas. He was first appointed
to the court in 2003 to fill a vacancy in
the adult section of the Family Division.

At that time, he responded to the
appointment by former Gov. Ed Rendell
by saying, “The best way to remain
humble on the bench is by remembering
what it is like to practice law. The
judge must not abuse the authority
that the constitution and the laws
afford him or her. The best antidote to
any symptoms of black-robe disease is
for the judge to remember any rude or
unfair judicial treatment when the
judge practiced law.”

Wecht believes he has lived up to
those words during his career.

“I will leave to lawyers and others
who have been in my courtroom the
prerogative of assessing the type of
trial judge that I was,” he said. “I
certainly enjoyed every single day of
the job and it was an honor, privilege,

JUDGE DAVID WECHT
continued from page 2

and a thrill to serve on the Court of
Common Pleas.”

He was assigned to the Family
Division from 2003 until January 2011
and was appointed by the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania to serve as
administrative judge of the division
from 2009 until 2011. He was assigned
to the Civil Division from January
2011 until he began his duties on the
Superior Court in January of this year.

“I am proud that I served fairly and
diligently as a Common Pleas judge,”
said Wecht. “I take satisfaction from
having developed and implemented,
with the collaboration of my Family
Division colleagues, the Unified Family
Court, which I hope will continue to
provide an improved process for all
who encounter or deal with domestic
relations and juvenile cases.”

Wecht realizes there will be differences
between serving on the lower court
and the appellate bench. While he was
serving in the Family Division, he was
in the trial courtroom every working
day, often handling dozens of proceedings
in a single day and dealing with
numerous litigants, witnesses, attorneys,
and other parties.

By contrast, most of his work for
the Superior Court will be done in
chambers where he will analyze facts
that have already been developed at the
trial level. He will have more time and
more opportunity to reflect on the law.

He plans to draw upon the advice
he has received from other Superior
Court judges and he believes his
Common Pleas experience will help
him tremendously in his new job. In
particular, his experience has helped
him understand how trial objections
are raised and adjudicated.

He also realizes that a trial is a
multidimensional and dynamic

experience and he appreciates the context
within which the fact record arises.

Wecht is ready for his new challenges
and he believes serving on the
Superior Court will be both rewarding
and demanding.

“The most rewarding aspects of
service will include the responsibility
for ensuring that the law is being
applied correctly, the opportunity to
wrestle with Pennsylvania jurisprudence
on a daily basis, and the privilege of
working with learned jurists,” he said.
“The most demanding aspect will no
doubt be the workload volume.”

Wecht received his law degree in
1987 from Yale University, where he
served as notes editor of The Yale Law
Journal and editor of both the Yale
Journal of International Law and the
Yale Law and Policy Review.

After graduating from Yale, he
served as a law clerk to U.S. Circuit
Judge George MacKinnon on the U.S.
Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C.
Prior to serving on the Court of 
Common Pleas, he worked as Allegheny

County’s Register of Wills from 
1998 to 2003.

When asked what’s next after the
Superior Court, Wecht replied, “Life is
a great and unpredictable adventure
and one never knows what lies around
the corner. I look forward to the exciting
and unknown future. That future is
built one day at a time.”

In terms of balancing work with
family life, Wecht has always managed
to make plenty of time for his wife
Valerie and their children: Nathan, 13;
Jacob, 12; Alex, 10; and Emma, 9. He
also enjoys reading and getting
regular exercise for what he calls 
the sake of both his physical and 
mental health.

“I always have tried to leave work
at work. Life is what begins when I get
home,” he said. “Of course, our 
electronic devices make the balance a
challenge. Someday, I am going to
learn how to go ‘off the grid.’ I keep
reading about this concept, but I 
suspect it is an aspiration more than 
a reality.” ■

PLJ OPINIONS IS NOW
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and Schalk, a member of the litigation
and dispute resolution practice,
handles a wide variety of complex
commercial litigation, including the
defense of toxic tort claims tried in
courts across the United States. Stanton
focuses his practice on complex
commercial litigation, including
business torts, contract disputes,
shareholder disputes, and insurance
coverage litigation. Verdini counsels
clients on complex litigation matters
with an emphasis on intellectual
property litigation, while Wolfe’s
patent practice concentrates on
computer systems and software,
electrical circuits, mechanical
devices, signal processing, business
methods, and general physics.

◆    ◆    ◆

Pepper Hamilton LLP announced
that Yason S. Allie has joined the firm
as an associate in the firm’s Corporate
& Securities Practice Group.

◆    ◆    ◆

D i c k i e ,
McCamey &
Chilcote, PC has
unanimously re-
elected Jeffrey T.
Wiley as Managing
Director and Chief
Operating Officer
of the firm.

Change in
Status

F. Arthur Rauschenberger, III has
been disbarred.

◆    ◆    ◆

R. Denning Gearhart has been
placed on temporary suspension.

◆    ◆    ◆

Joseph James D’Alba has been
suspended.
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Bar Briefs
News and Notes

Candice L.
Komar, founding
partner of Pollock
Begg Komar
Glasser & Vertz
LLC, has been
named a recipient
of the Pittsburgh
Business Times
2012 Women in
Business Awards.
She is one of 25
women in the
region being hon-

ored for her business accomplishments
and community leadership.

People on the Move
First Common-

wealth Advisors
r e c e n t l y
announced the
hiring of Carly
Fagan Neals as
Vice President/
Senior Trust Officer.

◆    ◆    ◆

Behrend &
Ernsberger, P.C. is
pleased to
announce that
David C. Weber
has joined the firm
as an associate.
Weber’s practice
focuses on civil 
litigation.

◆    ◆    ◆

Jackson Lewis
LLP is pleased to
announce that
Bethany B. Swaton

has joined the firm as an Associate in
the Pittsburgh office. Swaton concen-
trates her practice on counseling
clients with employment-related
issues and drafting employment 
handbooks and other policies for 
implementation.

◆    ◆    ◆

Frank, Gale,
Bails, Murcko &
Pocrass, P.C. is
pleased to
announce that
Ellis Kunka has
joined the firm as
an associate 
attorney.  

◆    ◆    ◆

The Webb Law
Firm has
announced that
Michael P. Alexan-
der has joined as a
new Patent Attor-
ney and focuses his
practice on metal-
lurgical and elec-
trochemical patent
applications. 

◆    ◆    ◆

Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP
recently welcomed two new Associates
to the firm. Elizabeth M. Ziegler joined
Thorp Reed’s General Corporate,
Mergers & Acquisitions Practice
Group, and Samuel A. Hornak was
added to the firm’s Commercial and
Corporate Litigation Practice Group.

◆    ◆    ◆

Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC
has announced that the firm has

named Ron
Schuler as mem-
ber in charge of its
Pittsburgh office.
Schuler is a corpo-
rate, securities
and commercial
t r a n s a c t i o n s
lawyer.

◆    ◆    ◆

Houston Har-
baugh, P.C

announces the addition of associate
attorney Mark C. Hamilton to its
Litigation practice. Hamilton concen-
trates his practice in the area of
commercial litigation, including
general business, employment, and
construction law.

◆    ◆    ◆

Babst Calland
recently named
Sara M. Antol,
Christopher S.
Channel, and
Stephen L. Korbel
shareholders in
the firm. Antol is a
member of the
firm’s Business
Services Group.
Her practice areas
include mergers,
acquisitions, and

divestitures, business planning and
structuring, routine and complex
commercial contracts, and general
business counseling. Channel is a
member of the firm’s Litigation
Services Group. His practice includes
commercial and intellectual property
litigation. Korbel is a member of the
firm’s Employment and Labor Services
and the Public Sector Services
Groups. He counsels public and
private employers in all aspects of the
employment relationship, from hiring
through termination.

◆    ◆    ◆

Justin P. 
Martinchek has
joined The Webb
Law Firm as an
Associate.

◆    ◆    ◆

K&L Gates LLP
has elected the
following to the
firm’s partnership
effective March 1,
2012: Jennifer C.

O’Hara, Maria Trainor, Charles F.
Pegher, Michael J.R. Schalk, Andrew
R. Stanton, Christopher M. Verdini,
and Christopher G. Wolfe. Both
O’Hara and Trainor are members of
the corporate group, with O’Hara
concentrating her practice on mergers
and acquisitions, joint ventures, and
private equity and commercial
transactions, while Trainor focuses on
international and domestic mergers
and acquisitions, and venture capital
and corporate governance matters.
Pegher works in trust and estate
administration and estate planning,
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New Members
The following individuals were

accepted as new ACBA members at
the Jan. 10, 2012 meeting of the ACBA
Board of Governors: (new members)
Sara Burhan Abdullah, Hannah O.
Akintoye, Samuel C. Anderson, John
G. Beck, Caleb C. Bissett, Matthew A.
Bole, John R. Brumberg, Matthew J.
Brungo, Jordan T. Bush, Keaton  Carr,
Fallon N. Carroll, Brian A. Catron,
Nicole E. Cellone, Andrew B. Chikes,
Angela M. Corso, Lauren M. Crossett,
Gregory E. Dapper, Aarti Dev, Emily
E. Diederich, Cara Lynn Disheroon,
Chad P. Doman, Laurie S. DuChateau,
Christian D. Ehret, Jennifer L.
Fahnestock, Corey D. Freynik, Allison
D. Gaffen, Daniel A. Garcia, Alexander
Y. Gluhovsky, Rachel Henry, Richard
L. Heppner Jr., Robert M. Jochen,
Patrick M. Johnson, Justin D. Joseph,
Matthew Junker, Melissa A. Kelley,
Anne L. Kovalan-Santoni, Ellis W.
Kunka, Heather M. Lemley, Matthew
J. Louik, Samuel L. Mack Jr., William
J. O’Brien Jr., Michael J. Panella, Jing
Peng, Laura E. Pontzer, Christina L.
Pro, Amber L. Resetar, Jeffrey D.
Ries, Brittany A. Roof, Severin D.
Russo, Lauren K. Shuttleworth,
Jeffrey Michael Simons, Ryan S.
Smith, Nancy A. Spencer, Maura S.
Spillane, Victoria D. Summerfield,
Lucas J. Tanglen, Colleen A. Treml,
Adam Ventura, Nicholas D. Verischetti,
Michael E. Waltman, Michael E.
Weber, Amar J. Williams, and Lexington
V. Wolff; (government) Bailey L. Flask
and Anna Kayleigh Shebs; (associate)
Anne D. Thibadeau; (affiliate) Deborah
A. Donnelly and Gail M. Ritter; 
(student) Ian C. Childers, Jamie N.
Cremeans, William M. Kozich, Nikolay
G. Markov, Christina L. Preville,
Corey P. Teitz, and Shaheen Z. Wallace;
(reinstated) Barry J. Beck, David A.
Borkovic, Cynthia M. Dornish, Nita
Marie Fandray, Thomas E. Fitzgerald,
Paul C. Fuener, Michael P. Gaetani,
John A. Goodman, Christopher G.
Hauser, Mark A. Johnson, Krisha A.
Mackulin, Lewis M. Reagan, Paula
Rule, and Mark A. Rush. 

FOR A LISTING OF NEW ALLEGHENY COUNTY COURT

OF COMMON PLEAS CASES WHICH APPEAR IN THE

ONLINE PLJ OPINIONS, PLEASE SEE PAGE 2.
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