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Alito receives Carol Los Mansmann
Award for Distinguished Public Service
By Tracy Carbasho and Lisa M. Wolfe

U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Samuel Alito made a special
appearance at Duquesne Univer-

sity on April 4 to accept the Carol Los
Mansmann Award for Distinguished
Public Service.

“Seldom have I ever felt so embar-
rassed and unworthy as I do today,’’
said Alito when he accepted the award.
“I am honored, flattered and humbled
to receive this award, but I want this
day to focus on Carol.’’

The award was presented to Alito by
judges who were inspired by Mansmann
during her prestigious judicial career.
Presenting the award were U.S. District
Court Chief Judge Donetta Ambrose,
District Judge Joy Flowers Conti,
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas Judge and ACBA President Kim
Berkeley Clark, Pennsylvania Superior
Court President Judge Kate Ford Elliott,
Superior Court Judge Maureen Lally-
Green and Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Justice Cynthia Baldwin.

“Any time that a judge or anyone at
this level of government takes the time
to come to an event, it is a privilege to
hear their views,’’ said Clark. “The

event was also in honor of Carol, who
was an inspiration to women because of
the level of success that she achieved,
especially when she made it to the fed-
eral bench and then to the Court of
Appeals. She was more than a judge;
she was a wonderful human being.’’

Alito and Mansmann served togeth-
er for 12 years on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit. Mans-
mann was the first judge to welcome
Alito to the bench. She even sent him a
package filled with forms, flow charts
and internal operational rules, and he
still uses some of the procedures today.

“Throughout my career, I’ve had the
opportunity to observe lots of great
judges and justices, starting with my
clerkship on the Third Circuit in 1976
and 1977,’’ said Alito. “I’ve been able to
learn a great deal from my colleagues
sitting on the bench and when I think of
Carol Los Mansmann, I think of a per-
son who ranks at the top of the list of
federal judges of the 20th Century.”

“We sat together on hundreds of
cases and she was always exquisitely
prepared and always the epitome of
poise. She had a sense of fairness and a
belief that the legal process was at its
best when both sides of an argument

were brought out.’’
The award honors the memory of

Mansmann, the first woman appointed
to the federal bench in Pittsburgh and
one of only two women who graduated
from the Duquesne University School
of Law in 1967. The legal community
was deeply saddened when she died of
breast cancer in March 2002.

“Carol was a strong judge with strong
opinions and we often disagreed, but the
disagreements were never personal,’’
recalled Alito. “I have happy memories
of dinners with her at her favorite
Philadelphia restaurant, an Italian
restaurant where waiters would break
into arias, after a day of conference.’’

The first Carol Los Mansmann
Award for Distinguished Public Ser-
vice was bestowed upon Sandra Day
O’Connor in 2001 in honor of her 20th
anniversary on the U.S. Supreme
Court. O’Connor served as the first
female associate justice of the Supreme
Court from 1981 to 2006. Mansmann
was appointed to the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania by President Ronald Reagan
in 1982 and was sworn in by O’Connor.

“Justice Alito has dedicated most of
his career to public service. There is a

parallel between his background and
Carol’s background,’’ said Mansmann’s
husband, J. Jerome, who came from his
home in London to attend the event.
“Justice Alito obviously believes in pub-
lic service, which is the basis of this
award. He had the education and qualifi-
cations to work in almost any area of the
law, but he stayed in the public arena.’’

Mansmann serves as the chief exec-
utive officer of Nations Healthcare in
London.

Nearly 1,000 people attended the
event, which was co-sponsored by the
Duquesne University School of Law, the
ACBA and the Federal Bar Association.
Clark credits Ken Gormley, a constitu-
tional law professor at Duquesne Uni-
versity and president-elect of the
ACBA, for coordinating the program.

“I was humbled by the huge atten-
dance and the outpouring of interest
to honor Justice Alito and Carol,’’
said Gormley. “It was an important
event because it reminded a large
audience, comprised of judges,
lawyers and citizens, that public
service is a vital ingredient in our
Democratic form of government.’’

Gormley said the award selection
Continued on page 19
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U.S. Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito (center) holds the Carol Los Mansmann Award for Distinguised
Public Service, which was presented to him by (left to right) Hon. Donetta Ambrose, Hon. Cynthia Baldwin,
Hon. Joy Flowers Conti, Hon. Maureen Lally-Green, Hon. Kate Ford Elliott and Hon. Kim Berkeley Clark.
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District Court may respond at
once to forum non conveniens plea
By Patrice Wade Di Pietro

The U.S. Supreme Court recently
addressed the issue of whether a
district court must first conclu-

sively establish its own jurisdiction
before dismissing a suit on the ground of
forum non conveniens. Sinochem Int’l
Co. Ltd. v. Malaysia Int’l Shipping Corp.,
549 U.S. ____ (Mar. 5, 2007). The court
unanimously held that a district court
has discretion to respond at once to a
defendant’s forum non conveniens plea.

Sinochem concerns an alleged mis-
representation by a Chinese corpora-
tion to a Chinese admiralty court
resulting in the arrest of a Malaysian
vessel in China. In 2003, Petitioner,
Sinochem International Company Ltd.,
a Chinese state-owned importer, con-
tracted with Triorient Trading, Inc., a
domestic corporation not party to the
suit, to purchase steel coils. The agree-
ment stated that Triorient would
receive payment under a letter of cred-
it by producing a valid bill of lading
certifying that the coils had been
loaded for shipment to China on or
before April 30, 2003.

Thereafter, Triorient subchartered a
vessel owned by Malaysia Internation-
al Shipping Corporation (Respondent),
a Malaysian company, to transport the
coils to China. On April 30, 2003, a bill
of lading triggered payment under the
letter of credit.

On June 8, 2003, Sinochem peti-
tioned the Guangzhou Admiralty Court
in China for interim relief, including
preservation of a maritime claim
against Malaysia International and
arrest of the vessel that carried the

steel coils to China. Sinochem alleged
that the Malaysian company falsely
backdated the bill of lading. The Chi-
nese tribunal ordered the ship arrested
the same day.

On July 2, 2003, Sinochem filed a
complaint against respondent and oth-
ers in the Guangzhou Admiralty court.
Sinochem’s complaint reiterated the
allegation that the bill of lading had
been falsified resulting in unwarranted
payment. Respondent contested the
jurisdiction of the Chinese tribunal.
The admiralty court rejected respon-
dent’s jurisdictional objection. The rul-
ing was affirmed by the Guangdong
Higher People’s Court.

On June 23, 2003, Respondent filed
the instant action against Sinochem in
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. Respondent
claimed that Sinochem’s preservation
petition to the Guangzhou court negli-
gently misrepresented the vessel’s fit-
ness and suitability to load its cargo.
Respondent also sought compensation
for the loss it sustained due to the delay
caused by the ship’s arrest. Sinochem
moved to dismiss the suit on a number
of grounds, including lack of subject-
matter jurisdiction, lack of personal
jurisdiction, international comity and
forum non conveniens.

The district court opined that it pos-
sessed subject matter jurisdiction under
28 U.S.C. §1333(1). However, the court
also concluded that it lacked personal
jurisdiction over Sinochem under Penn-
sylvania’s long-arm statute. The court
reasoned that limited discovery might
reveal that Petitioner’s national contacts
sufficed to establish personal jurisdic-

tion under FRCP 4(k)(2). Such discov-
ery was not permitted as the court found
that the case could be better adjudicated
in the Chinese courts and the court
granted the motion to dismiss under the
doctrine of forum non conveniens.

However, a panel of the Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit noted that
there was subject matter jurisdiction,
but the issue of personal jurisdiction
could not be decided without discovery.
The panel also held that the district
court could not dismiss the case under
the forum non conveniens doctrine
unless and until it determined defini-
tively that it had both subject-matter
jurisdiction and personal jurisdiction
over the cause.

The Supreme Court granted certio-
rari to resolve conflict among the cir-
cuits on whether forum non conveniens
could be decided prior to matters of
jurisdiction. The court first noted that a
federal court has discretion to dismiss
a case on the ground of forum non con-
veniens “when an alternative forum
has jurisdiction to hear [the] case,
and…trial in the chosen forum would
establish…oppressiveness and vexa-
tion to a defendant…out of all propor-
tion to plaintiff ’s convenience, or…the
chosen forum [is] inappropriate
because of the considerations affecting
the court’s own administrative and
legal problems.” American Dredging
Co. v. Miller, 510 U.S. 443, 447-448
(1994). Dismissal for forum non conve-
niens reflects a court’s assessment of a
“range of considerations, most notably
the convenience to the parties and the
practical difficulties that can attend the

Timing of the sale of a company
may trigger WARN Act obligations
By Maria Greco Danaher

In the realm of employment law,
many statutory decisions revolve
around “bright line” issues. For

example, Title VII does not apply
unless an employer has 15 or more
employees; an employer with 14
employees does not fall within the
parameters of the Act. The Worker
Adjustment and Retraining Notifica-
tion (WARN) Act of 1988 requires an
employer with 100 or more employees
at one location to provide 60 days
notice to employees before subjecting
them to “employment loss.” As one
company recently found out, even
reemployment of those workers by a
purchasing company within days after
the sale may not relieve the original
company of its notification obligation
under the WARN Act. Phason v. Merid-
ian Rail Corp., No. 06-2842 (7th Circ.
March 15, 2007).

On Dec. 31, 2003, Meridian Rail Cor-
poration told its more than 100 employ-
ees that it was closing its Chicago
Heights, Illinois operation, effective on
that date. A purchaser, NAE Nortrak,
Inc., had agreed, via a “handshake”
between the companies in mid-Decem-
ber, to buy the assets of Meridian, and
at that time invited the Meridian
employees to apply for positions with
Nortrak. The sale was finalized on Jan.
8, 2004. All but 40 to 45 of the Meridian

employees became employed by Nor-
trak on that date.

A group of Meridian employees then
filed a lawsuit under the WARN Act,
alleging a violation of the 60-day notice
provision. The district court concluded
that the Act did not apply, since the
number of Meridian employees who
did not find work at Nortrak was fewer
than 50. The Seventh Circuit reversed
that decision, holding that the appro-
priate calculation was not the number
of employees who were unable to find
work later, but the total number of
employees who lost their jobs on Dec.
31, 2003 when Meridian closed its
doors. That number unquestionably
exceeded 50, and therefore fell within
the parameters of the WARN Act.

On appeal, Meridian argued that
because Nortrak hired most of its dis-
placed workers in January, no “employ-
ment loss” occurred. Meridian further
argued that the mid-December “hand-
shake,” which occurred prior to Meridi-
an’s closure, was an indication of the
date of sale. Therefore, Meridian argued
that no notice was necessary under
WARN. However, the Seventh Circuit
pointed out that Meridian actually
closed its doors on Dec. 31, 2003, and
that individual employees did not begin
at Nortrak until Jan. 8, 2004. The work-
ers were unemployed in the interim.

The Seventh Circuit found that a
handshake is not a “sale” of a business,

and that the actual sale occurred more
than a week after Meridian announced
its employment terminations. As the
court stated, the WARN Act “does not
require employees to take business
risks; employees’ entitlements depend
on events as they are, rather than as
employers hope they will turn out.”
Over 50 of Meridian’s employees were
subjected to “employment loss” on
Dec. 31, 2003, without the required
notice. The Meridian employees there-
fore were entitled to remedies allowed
under the WARN Act.

Employers should be aware of the
U.S. Supreme Court’s long-standing
warning—in a 1916 case—that “the
very meaning of a line in the law is that
right and wrong touch each other and
anyone may get as close to the line as
he can if he keeps on the right side.”

While regularly operating too close
to that line is not a practical way to con-
duct business, understanding where
the line lies is not only important but,
in some instances, critical. Meridian’s
misunderstanding of that bright line
led to unexpected legal and financial
consequences in this case. Continued
input from legal resources is an impor-
tant factor in understanding where
those bright lines exist, and how to con-
tinue to operate on the right side of
those boundaries. ■

Copyright © Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote,

2007. All rights reserved.

Continued on page 19
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Company can exceed federal standards for
drivers without incurring ADA liability
By Maria Greco Danaher

The Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) prohibits employment
discrimination against individu-

als mistakenly believed to be disabled.
There are two different factors in the
analysis of a “regarded as” claim under
the ADA. The first is whether the
employer has taken an adverse action
against the employee based upon a mis-
taken belief that the employee’s med-
ical condition precludes him from
engaging in a specific activity. If so, the
analysis moves to the issue of whether
that activity is a “major life activity” as
defined under the ADA. Recently, the
7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals found
that a trucking company’s discharge of
an individual whose health condition
was not a disqualifying factor under
federal safety regulations did not nec-
essarily prove that the company
regarded that driver as disabled. EEOC
v. Schneider National, Inc., No.06-3108
(7th Circ. March 21, 2007).

Jerome Hoefner was fired from his

position as a driver with Schneider
National, Inc. after Hoefner was diag-
nosed with “neurocardiogenic syn-
cope.” That condition can produce a
sudden drop in blood pressure that in
turn may cause the individual to faint.
There are certain safety standards
imposed by federal law on truck driv-
ers who drive, on a public highway, a
truck that weighs at least 26,001
pounds, or is used to carry at least 16
passengers, or transports hazardous
waste. Neurocardiogenic syncope is
treatable with medications, and does
not prevent a person from satisfying
those federal standards.

The Equal Employment Opportuni-
ty Commission filed a lawsuit against
Schneider on Hoefner’s behalf, argu-
ing that the company violated the
ADA by mistakenly regarding Hoef-
ner as disabled from the major life
activity of working. The lower court’s
dismissal of the case was affirmed by
the Seventh Circuit.

Prior to Hoefner’s diagnosis,
another Schneider driver, Michael

Krupsky, was killed when his truck
went off the road and over a bridge. It
was determined that Krupsky, who
had driven for another trucking com-
pany until being diagnosed neurocar-
diogenic syncope, may have fallen
asleep at the wheel of his truck.
Schneider then instituted a “zero tol-
erance policy” against employing
drivers with neurocardiogenic syn-
cope. When Hoefner was diagnosed
with the condition, Schneider immedi-
ately terminated his employment.

The court found that Schneider was
entitled to determine how much risk it
was willing to take, and that a policy
that the company would not employ
drivers with a particular medical
problem did not rise to the level of
disability discrimination. There was
no evidence that Schneider had a mis-
taken understanding of neurocardio-
genic syncope, nor was there evi-
dence that Schneider believed that
Hoefner was limited in any life activ-
ity other than driving his particular
rig. The fact that the federal regula-

tions did not preclude individuals
with such a condition from driving, or
that some other company might
assume the risk of hiring Hoefner did
not compel Schneider to continue to
employ him.

Schneider was successful in this
case because the company did not con-
sider Hoefner’s condition to impair any
life activity other than driving a partic-
ular truck. That activity was deemed
too esoteric a capability to be judged as
a “major” life activity. Had evidence or
testimony indicated that Schneider
believed Hoefner’s condition excluded
him ever from driving any vehicle
under any circumstances, the decision
in this case may have been different. In
that factual scenario, Schneider’s mis-
taken belief that Hoefner was unable to
work in a broad range of jobs may
have, in fact, led to liability under the
“regarded as disabled” provision of the
ADA, based upon a limitation in the
major life activity of working. ■

Copyright © Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote,

2007. All rights reserved.

Court holds that separate actions
should be brought in separate counties
By Jason Miller

The Pennsylvania Superior Court
recently held that separate
actions stemming from two acci-

dents, seven months apart and in dif-
ferent counties, in which the plaintiff
suffered an arm injury, the extent of
which could not be determined to
have been caused by either accident,
should be brought in separate coun-
ties. Kalker v. Moyer, et al., 2007
Pa.Super. 75 (March 19, 2007). In a
case of first impression, the court
determined that the accidents did not
comprise a series of events.

Ruth Anderson Kalker was involved
in an automobile accident in Philadel-
phia County. Seven months later, Kalk-
er was involved in a second automobile
accident in Berks County. Subsequent-
ly, Kalker filed a complaint in Philadel-
phia County for both the Philadelphia
County and Berks County accidents.

According to Kalker, she sustained
repeated injury to her right arm, which
required surgery. She further claimed
that her treating surgeon was unable to
determine which accident caused what
amount of damage to her arm. Kalker
argued that because the specific dam-
ages from each accident could not be
fully ascertained she should be allowed
to file a claim from both accidents in
one county.

Defendants Hovic and Navis
Ingram, who were involved in the
Berks County accident, filed prelimi-
nary objections to Kalker’s complaint.
The trial judge sustained the Ingrams’
preliminary objections and severed
Kalker’s case against the Ingrams from
the Philadelphia County action. The
case was transferred to Berks County.

On appeal, the Pennsylvania Superi-
or Court noted that the issue presented
was one of first impression in Pennsyl-
vania. The Superior Court held that the

accidents were not part of a series of
transactions or occurrences, as they
occurred seven months apart and could
not be joined for trial in one county.
Moreover, the Superior Court deter-
mined that there was not a common
question of fact that will arise in the
respective actions, even though the
injuries to Kalker’s right arm in both of
the cases.

The Superior Court then quoted at
length the rules for permissive joinder,
as set forth in Pa. R.C.P. 2229. Rule
2229(b) states that a plaintiff may join
as defendants persons who the plaintiff
asserts a right to relief, either jointly,
severally, separately, or in the alterna-
tive, against, “in respect of or arising
out of the same transaction, occur-
rence, or series of transactions or
occurrences if any common question of
law or fact affecting the liabilities of all
such persons will arise in the action.”
Pa. R.C.P. 2229(b).

Acknowledging that trial courts
have reached different results in other
cases, the Superior Court felt persuad-
ed by the late Judge Jacob Kalish in
Alpher v. Yellow Cab Co., 12 Pa. D. &
C.3d 355 (Phila. 1979). In Alpher,
Kalish explained the dictionary mean-
ing of “series,” which is a group of sim-
ilar or related persons, things, or
events. Thereafter, Judge Kalish stated
that “[a]lthough there is arguable simi-
larity of occurrences in that both were
auto accidents allegedly producing the
same injury, common sense discloses
that that is where the similarity ends.”
After quoting at length from Alpher,
the Superior court declined to adopt an
“Indivisible Injury Rule.”

The Superior Court also found guid-
ance in Pa. R.C.P 213.1, the rule that
specifies coordination of actions in dif-
ferent counties. The court noted that
had Kalker filed her actions in two sep-

Continued on page 19
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From the ACBA

Ballot deadline for ACBA
Annual Elections set for May 9

By Lisa M. Wolfe

The annual ACBA election for
2007-2008 Officers, Board of Gov-
ernors and Judiciary Committee

positions is beginning. The ballots were
mailed in mid-April and the deadline to
return the ballots is May 9.

All members are encouraged to read
the following biographical information
for each candidate prior to voting. The
candidates were selected by the ACBA
Nominating Committee. There is one
candidate for President-Elect, and he
will automatically succeed to the presi-
dency in July 2007. There is one candi-
date for Secretary.

There are five available spots for
the Board of Governors, and there are
11 candidates. There are eight avail-
able spots for the Judiciary Commit-
tee, and there are 18 candidates. The
positions on the Board of Governors
and Judiciary Committee are three-
year terms.

Ballots for the election of the 2007-
2008 Young Lawyers Division and
Women in the Law Division officers
and council members were also mailed
to eligible voters in mid-April.

Election results will be announced
at the annual meeting, which is set for
noon on Thursday, May 17, in the
ACBA Conference Center, 920 City-
County Building. All members are
invited to attend.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
President-elect
JAY A. BLECHMAN

Is a partner in
the Pittsburgh firm
of Steiner & Blech-
man, LLC. He
served a two-year
term as Treasurer
of the Allegheny
County Bar Associ-
ation and has twice

served on its Family Law Section Gov-
erning Council. Blechman has served
as the Pennsylvania Bar Association
liaison to the section. Blechman is the
Immediate Past Chair of the Family
Law Section of the PBA. He is also a

Past Chair of the Children’s Issues
Committee, the Family Law Section
Program Committee, the Family Law
Section Public Service Committee and
the ACBA Committee on Children at
Risk. Blechman is a member of the
ACBA’s Finance Committee, on which
he has served as the vice-chair. He
currently serves as the Chair of the
Bills Committee, reviewing all ACBA
expenses. He serves on the Head-
quarters Committee. He has also
served as a member of the Allegheny
County Indigent Divorce Program
Task Force. He is currently on the
Board of Governors of ACBA Ser-
vices, Inc. Blechman has served for
the past 12 years as a member of the
PBA Family Law Section Governing
Council. He writes for the Pennsylva-
nia Family Lawyer and is currently a
News Section Co-editor. He is also the
Family Law Section Delegate to the
PBA House of Delegates. Blechman is
the Past Chair of the Continuing Legal
Education Program Committee. He is
also a member of the American Bar
Association and its Family Law Sec-
tion, and lectures frequently on fami-
ly law topics. Blechman received his
B.S. in commerce, with high honor,
from DePaul University in 1983, and
his J.D. from the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law in 1986.

Blechman was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

Secretary
HOWARD J. SCHULBERG

Is a partner with
the firm of
Goehring, Rutter &
Boehm. He concen-
trates his practice
in civil litigation,
with an emphasis
on personal injury,
civil rights, prod-

ucts liability, and medical malprac-
tice. Schulberg has also served as an
assistant city solicitor, where his
experience includes defending civil
rights, immunity and discrimination
cases. Based upon his current work as
a trial attorney on insurance-related
issues and with his expertise in

municipal matters, Schulberg is often
chosen by his peers as a mediator in
those areas. In addition to his insur-
ance knowledge and mediation skills,
he has also served as a Special Master
in the Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County, presiding over both
jury and non-jury trials. An active
member of the Allegheny County Bar
Association, Schulberg has previously
been elected to its Board of Gover-
nors. He has also served on the Judi-
ciary Committee, serving as Chair in
1999. Schulberg has participated on
numerous other committees and sec-
tions during his more than 25 years in
practice. In addition, he was also
elected to the Academy of Trial
Lawyers of Allegheny County, an
organization which recognizes the top
trial lawyers in the county, and served
on its Board of Governors. He is a
1976 Bachelor of Arts graduate of
Penn State and earned his Juris Doc-
tor from Duquesne University School
of Law in 1979.

Schulberg was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

Governors
JONATHAN W. DELANO

Is a sole practi-
tioner, practicing
administrative and
governmental law,
and is currently the
Money & Politics
Editor for KDKA-
TV where, as the
station’s only on-air

lawyer, he helps the public understand
complex legal issues. He is a 1971 Phi
Beta Kappa graduate of Haverford Col-
lege and received his law degree from
the University of Pennsylvania in 1974.
An active member of the ACBA, he pre-
viously served six years on the ACBA
Board of Governors and four years on
the Judiciary Committee, including one
year as its chair. He has also chaired
the Legislative Affairs Committee and
served as treasurer of the ACBA’s Judi-
cial Merit Selection Committee. He has
been a member of the Professional
Ethics Committee, the Publications
Committee, and the Finance Commit-
tee. A monthly columnist for the Pitts-
burgh Business Times, Delano also
teaches law-related courses at the H.
John Heinz Graduate School of Public
Policy & Management at Carnegie Mel-
lon University. Delano has earned
numerous awards including two Gold-
en Quills, the League of Women Voters
2003 Good Government Award, the
Vann Award from the Black Media Fed-
eration, Honorable Mention Matrix
Award from Women in Communica-
tions, and the Pennsylvania Bar Associ-
ation’s Clarity Award for promoting
plain English in legal writing. He has
served on the boards of several non-
profits and is currently a board mem-
ber of the Magee Womens Research
Foundation and his local church.

KATE J. FAGAN
Has been with

the law firm of
Wayman, Irvin and
McAuley since
1981. She became a
member of the firm
in 1987. She
received her under-
graduate degree

from the University of Pittsburgh in
1973, and her law degree from
Duquesne University’s School of Law
in 1980. Fagan’s practice is primarily in
the area of insurance defense, concen-
trating in the areas of professional lia-
bility, insurance coverage disputes,
product liability, bad faith litigation
and civil rights. Fagan has been
approved by the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania as
a mediator and arbitrator in the court’s
Alternative Dispute Resolution Pilot
program. She is the past chair of the
ACBA Civil Litigation Section, a cur-
rent member of the ACBA Judiciary
Committee and she serves as the Trea-
surer of the Academy of Trial Lawyers
of Allegheny County. Fagan is a mem-
ber of the American, Pennsylvania and
Allegheny County Bar Associations as
well as the Women’s Bar Association.

Fagan was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

CRAIG L. FISHMAN
Is a 1982 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania.
He received an
M.P.H. from North-
western University
in 1988 and gradu-
ated from Pitt Law
School in 1990. He

practices exclusively in civil litigation.
He is a partner in Shenderovich Shen-
derovich & Fishman, P.C., representing
plaintiffs in both individual and class
action litigation. He is an active mem-
ber of the Allegheny County Bar Asso-
ciation, and represents Allegheny
County in the Pennsylvania Bar Associ-
ation House of Delegates. He is a past
chair of the Allegheny County Bench-
Bar Conference and he introduced the
video format used for the annual
Breakfast With the Judges seminar. He
has moderated that seminar on two
occasions. Fishman is a member of the
Academy of Trial Lawyers of Alleghe-
ny County, and serves on the Board of
Governors of the Western Pennsylvania
Trial Lawyers Association. He is listed
in Marquis Who’s Who in American Law
and Marquis Who’s Who in America. He
is AV rated by Martindale Hubbell.

Fishman was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

WILLIAM A. GOYETTE
Is a sole practi-

tioner with offices in
Green Tree. His
practice is concen-
trated on probate,
wills and trusts,
elder law, and small
business. He is a
1965 graduate of

John Carroll University and 1968 gradu-
ate of Duquesne University School of
Law. He is currently a member of the
ACBA Board of Governors; the Sole and
Small Firm Practitioners Section, which
he chaired from 1995 to 1997; the Pro-
bate & Trust Law Section; the Bench-Bar
Conference Committee, which he
chaired in 2002; the Insurance Commit-
tee; the Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee; the ACBA Golf Committee;
and the St. Thomas More Society. He is
also a member of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association House of Delegates and its
Solo and Small Firm Practice Section,
which he chaired from 1997 to 1999. In

■ Jay A. Blechman nominated for President-elect
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addition, he is engaged in community
activities as Secretary, Multiple Sclero-
sis Service Society Board of Directors;
Member, Board of Advisors, St. Paul of
the Cross Retreat House; Eucharistic
minister, lector, and finance council
member, SS. Simon & Jude Parish, Scott
Township; associate member, Passionist
Community. He is also a volunteer for
the Radio Information Service.

Goyette was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

JONNIE S. JOSEPH
Is an attorney

with Women’s Cen-
ter and Shelter of
Greater Pittsburgh
as well as Nightin-
gale Joseph, LLC. A
former assistant
district attorney of
Allegheny County

and civil litigator, she has extensive
trial experience in the Criminal, Civil
and Family Divisions of the Court of
Common Pleas. She currently serves as
Chair of the ACBA Judiciary Commit-
tee and, after seven years on the exec-
utive council, serves as Chair of the
Women in the Law Division. She also
holds positions on the Finance and
Gender Bias committees. Joseph is a
certified police instructor and teaches
at both the county and city academy.
She speaks extensively at universities,
community groups and PBI regarding
victim’s rights, domestic violence, pro-
tection from abuse, elder abuse and
other litigation issues. Joseph is a 1999
graduate of Duquesne University
School of Law. She is a member of the
Women’s Bar Association, the
Duquesne University Alumni Associa-
tion and is extensively involved in her
church and community.

Joseph was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

DUSTY ELIAS KIRK
Is a partner at

Pepper Hamilton
LLP. Kirk serves as
Co-Chair of the
firm’s Real Estate
Practice Group.
Specifically, she
concentrates on
real estate develop-

ment, acquisition, and litigation, which
includes land use and zoning appeals,
real estate tax assessment appeals, and
eminent domain proceedings. Kirk is a
member of the board of directors of the
Allegheny Regional Asset District
Board. She is a current member of the
Board of Governors of the Allegheny
County Bar Association and serves on
the Gender Equality Task Force. She is
Assistant Treasurer of the Council for
the Real Property Section of the ACBA,
and a member of the Women in the Pro-
fession Committee of the Pennsylvania
Bar Association. Dusty received her
B.A. from Allegheny College and her
J.D. from Dickinson School of Law.

Kirk was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

BRYAN SCOTT NEFT
Neft, an incum-

bent member of the
ACBA Board of Gov-
ernors and member
of the recently
established Gender
Equality Task Force,
is a partner at the
law firm of Pietra-

gallo Bosick & Gordon LLP, with an
extensive practice in commercial and
toxic tort litigation. In addition to his
current work on the Board of Gover-
nors, he serves as Trustee for the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation, and
has been the Foundation Treasurer
since 2006. He has been instrumental
in growing the annual Attorneys
Against Hunger Campaign, which has
raised nearly $600,000 for hunger
relief in Allegheny County. Neft is also
a Sustaining Foundation Fellow and
member of the Loans and Scholarship
Committee. Neft has served on a num-
ber of bar association sections and

committees including the Civil Litiga-
tion Section, the Federal Court Section,
and has served as chair for the Appel-
late Practice Committee. He is also a
member of the Finance Committee and
its Bills and Investment Subcommit-
tees. Neft previously served on the
Young Lawyers Division Council and
co-chaired its Public Service Commit-
tee. Neft has also been an active partic-
ipant in the Jewish community, having
served on the Board of Directors for
the Jewish Community Center of
Greater Pittsburgh, and as Chair of the
United Jewish Federation’s Young
Adult Division.

Neft was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

MARY SUE RAMSDEN
Graduated from

the University of
Pittsburgh in 1976
and obtained a Juris
Doctor from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 1979. Rams-
den is extremely

committed to and is very active in the
ACBA. She served a three-year term on
the ACBA Judiciary Committee. She
served a three-year term on the ACBA
Board of Governors. She is Vice Chair
of the Family Law Section, having pre-
viously served as secretary, and then
treasurer. She is Co-Chair of the Court
Relations Committee of the Family Law
Section and is a former co-chair of the
Mentor Committee. She is a member of
the Military & Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee, as well as the Bench-Bar Com-
mittee. She participates in KD & You
and the Law, and other ACBA activi-
ties. Ramsden is a Charter Fellow of
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
She is a frequent lecturer and panelist
for both ACBA and PBA CLE pro-
grams. Ramsden serves on the PBA
House of Delegates, and also on the
executive committee of the PBA Com-
mission on Women. She is former pres-
ident of the Matrimonial Chapter of the
American Inns of Court. She is former
co-president of the Womens Bar Associ-
ation of Western Pa. In 1998, Ramsden
received the prestigious “Tribute to
Women Award” for “Leadership in the
Professions” given by the YMCA. In
2003, she was the recipient of the
“Susan B. Anthony Award.” Ramsden is
regularly named a “Pennsylvania Super
Lawyer.” She is also listed in Woodward
and White’s Best Lawyers in America. She is
a founding shareholder of Raphael
Ramsden & Behers, concentrating in
family law. She is committed to pro
bono activities and her firm was given a
Pro Bono Award by the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation in 2006.

Ramsden was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

LOURDES SANCHEZ RIDGE
Is an attorney at

Thorp Reed & Arm-
strong, LLP prac-
ticing general com-
mercial litigation.
She focuses her
practice on white-
collar defense.
Sanchez Ridge was

an Assistant United States Attorney in
Washington, D.C. and an Assistant
State Attorney in Miami, Fla. She grad-
uated from the University of Miami in
1982 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
accounting. She graduated from the
University of Florida School of Law in
1985. Sanchez Ridge is the President of
the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Area His-
panic Chamber of Commerce and she
is a member of the ACBA Hispanic
Attorney Committee. She was appoint-
ed by former Governor Tom Ridge as
commissioner of the Governor’s Advi-
sory Commission on Latino Affairs.
Sanchez Ridge has served as chair and
vice-chair of FamilyLinks, a social
service organization helping children
and families in an array of issues. Dur-
ing this time she also served on the
board of Shuman Juvenile Detention
Center. She has served on the board of

the Women Economic Development
Outreach and as coordinator for the
Upper St. Clair Odyssey of the Mind, a
children’s academic problem-solving
worldwide program.

Ridge was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

ANTHONY G. SANCHEZ
Is a 1982 gradu-

ate of Point Park
College, where he
received a bache-
lor’s degree in
behavioral science.
He is also a 1988
graduate of the Uni-
versity of Pitts-

burgh School of Law, where he was a
member of the law review. Sanchez
also clerked for the late Hon. William F.
Cercone of the Superior Court of Penn-
sylvania. He is a partner in the law
firm of Andrews & Price. His practice
consists primarily of civil rights and
employment discrimination litigation.
He also regularly counsels clients on
labor and personnel-related matters.
Sanchez has also been published and
has lectured in these areas of the law,
most notably conducting seminars for
the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, the
Pennsylvania School Board Associa-
tion, the Western Pennsylvania Associ-
ation of School Personnel Administra-
tors, and various public bodies. He was
a founding member (and first Presi-
dent) of the local Hispanic Bar Associ-
ation. Sanchez has served on the Com-
mittee for Opportunities for Minorities
in the Legal Profession and participat-
ed in pro bono unemployment compen-
sation and protection from abuse pro-
grams. He has also acted as a moot
court judge for the bar association’s
high school program. He was named
one of the state’s most influential
minority lawyers by the Pennsylvania

Law Weekly. Sanchez resides in Mt.
Lebanon with his wife, Annette, and
two children, Allie and Cullen.

Sanchez was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

WILLIAM F. WARD
Has been in pri-

vate practice for 15
years, and is a part-
ner at Thieman &
Ward, where he
concentrates on
criminal defense
matters, securities
litigation and arbi-

tration, and civil and commercial litiga-
tion. In addition to private practice,
Ward was in public service for 15 years,
serving as a Law Clerk to a federal
judge, an Assistant United States Attor-
ney, First Deputy Attorney General of
Pennsylvania, and as Chair of the Penn-
sylvania Board of Probation and Parole.
Ward has been active in the Allegheny
County Bar Association, and has served
on the Councils of the Federal Court,
Civil Law, Criminal Litigation and Sole
and Small Firm Practitioners Sections.
He is Treasurer of the Federal Court
Section and is Co-Chairman of the Fed-
eral Criminal Practice Committee.
Ward is a Fellow of the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Foundation. He is a graduate of
the College of the Holy Cross and Tem-
ple University School of Law.

Ward was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
SEAN P. AUDLEY

Received his undergraduate degree
at Allegheny College in Meadville in
1986 and his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law in
1989. He served as a law clerk in the

Having the right team 
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Labor & Employment Attorneys
Employment Litigation Attorneys
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
(412) 338-1100
www.rothmangordon.com

From left to right: Louis B. Kushner, Stephen H. Jordan, Cami L. Davis, 
Colleen Ramage Johnston, James W. Carroll, Jr. and Alan C. Blanco.
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for the past nine years. She has also co-
chaired the Member Services Commit-
tee and was a member of the Public
Service Committee. Barkley is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees for the
Association of the Municipal & School
Solicitors’ Section, where she is on the
legislation and newsletter committees.
She mentors students from the Pitts-
burgh City Charter High School. She
also volunteers for the Allegheny Bar
Foundation’s Indigent Divorce Pro-
gram, has been a writer for the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Association’s Lawyers
Journal and is on the opinion editorial
staff for the Pittsburgh Legal Journal.

Barkley was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

WILLIAM P. BRESNAHAN II
Is a partner at

the Pittsburgh firm
of Hollinshead,
Mendelson, Bresna-
han & Nixon, P.C.
Bresnahan is a
member of the
American, Pennsyl-
vania and Alleghe-

ny County Bar Associations. Addition-
ally, he is a member of the Institute of
Property Taxation and the National
Institute of Trial Lawyers. He received
his Bachelor of Arts degree from John
Carroll University and his Juris Doctor
from Thomas Cooley Law School. Bres-
nahan specializes in property litigation.

Bresnahan was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

JOHN CIROLI
Is a lifelong resi-

dent of the Pitts-
burgh area and
practices in the
Appellate Division
of the Office of the
Public Defender. In
his duties, Ciroli
has regular occa-

sion to be before the Pennsylvania
Superior Court, as well as the Alleghe-
ny County Court of Common Pleas and
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
Through his work at the Office of the
Public Defender, he spends a majority
of his time drafting briefs for the Supe-
rior Court and Supreme Court, howev-
er, he also edits and publishes the
newsletter for the office which deals
with pertinent issues of criminal
defense. In addition, Ciroli is also an
adjunct professor of Criminal Law and
Evidence at Concord Law School. Using
cutting edge technology, it is the
nation’s only completely on-line law
school. Prior to joining the Office of the
Public Defender, Ciroli was counsel for
a local technology company, but he
started his career as an associate with
the firm of Gaitens, Tucceri and
Nicholas. Ciroli is a member of the
Appellate Practice and Criminal Law
Committees of the Allegheny County
Bar Association, a member of Amnesty

International, Alliance Française de
Pittsburgh, and Three Rivers Alliance
of Serious Homebrewers. He is admit-
ted to practice in the courts of Pennsyl-
vania, the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania and
the U.S. Supreme Court. Ciroli
received his undergraduate degree
from Duquesne University and his J.D.
from the Law School at Capital Univer-
sity, where he participated in a pro-
gram studying comparative law in
Dublin, Ireland and Prague, Czech
Republic. Ciroli lives with his wife and
daughter in Highland Park where he is
a board member of the Highland Park
Community Club.

Ciroli was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

KEVIN K. DOUGLASS
Is a shareholder

in the law firm
Babst, Calland,
Clements and Zom-
nir, P.C. He serves as
Vice-Chairman of
the firm’s Litigation
Services Group,
Chairman of the

Associate Review Committee, and Para-
legal Coordinator. Douglass has two
decades of experience litigating com-
plex commercial matters including
shareholder disputes, director/officer
liability, restrictive covenant/trade
secret issues, employment contracts,
lender liability, real estate, products lia-
bility, construction and environmental
matters. Douglass graduated magna
cum laude from Mount Union College
with honors in history in 1983. He
earned his J.D. at Duquesne University
School of Law in 1986, where he was a
member of the Duquesne Law Review. Dou-
glass is a member of the Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania and American Bar
Associations. He is the past chair of the
Allegheny County Bar Association Court
Rules Committee. Among his civic activ-
ities, Douglass is Vice-Chair and Secre-
tary of the British-American Business
Council’s Pittsburgh Chapter, Trustee-
at-Large in the Energy and Mineral Law
Foundation and on the Advisory Board
for the Animal Rescue League. For sev-
eral years, he also served as co-chair of
a wine tasting event benefiting Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.

Douglass was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

KELLY L. ENDERS
Graduated from

the University of
Pittsburgh in 1988
with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in
Political Science.
She continued her
studies at the Uni-
versity of Pitts-

burgh in the Psychology in Education
Master’s Program. She received her
law degree from Duquesne University
School of Law in 1998. She has been
employed with the law firm Caroselli
Beachler McTiernan & Conboy since
1989 and she has been an associate with
the firm since 1998. She is admitted to
practice in Pennsylvania and before the
U.S. District Court for Western District
of Pennsylvania. She is a civil trial
attorney and has trial experience in
cases involving auto collisions; premise
liability; tractor-trailer collisions; prod-
uct liability; assault; battery; intention-
al infliction of emotional distress; false
imprisonment; and negligent hiring.
Her jurisdiction experience includes
Pennsylvania state and federal courts,
West Virginia federal court and Ohio
state courts. She has experience han-
dling various state subrogation issues
arising under Pennsylvania, Ohio, West
Virginia, Florida, Indiana, and Califor-
nia state law as well as federal subroga-
tion issues. She is a member of the
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and
American Bar Associations; Western
Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania Trial
Lawyers Associations; and the Ameri-
can Association of Justice.

Enders was nominated by the ACBA

nominating committee.

THOMAS J. FARRELL
Is a partner at

Reich, Alexander,
Reisinger and Far-
rell, where his
practice focuses on
federal criminal
defense and com-
plex litigation,
including civil

rights litigation, commercial litigation,
corporate compliance and internal
investigations and both the prosecution
and defense of qui tam or whistleblower
claims in connection with government
contracts. From 2000 through 2003, he
was a partner at Thieman & Farrell.
From 1995 to 2000, he was an Assistant
United States Attorney in the Western
District of Pennsylvania, where he pros-
ecuted government corruption and
financial crimes including health care
fraud, government contracting fraud,
tax evasion and bank fraud. He started
his practice as an Assistant Federal
Public Defender in Brooklyn, N.Y. Far-
rell received his B.A. in 1983 from Yale
University and his J.D., cum laude,
from New York University School of
Law in 1986. After law school, he served
for two years as law clerk to the Honor-
able Gustave Diamond of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania. Farrell lectures frequent-
ly on criminal practice and evidence. He
is a member of the Board of Directors of
the Greater Pittsburgh ACLU and the
Carriage House Childrens Center.

Farrell was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

DANIEL E. FITZSIMMONS
Is the chief trial

deputy for the
Office of the Dis-
trict Attorney of
Allegheny County.
He is a graduate of
the University of
Pittsburgh and
earned his law

degree in 1982 from the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law. Fitzsimmons
is an active trial lawyer, concentrating
in the prosecution of complex homicide
cases. He also supervises the activities,
education, and training of the attorneys
in the trial units of his office. Fitzsim-
mons serves as a member of the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court’s Criminal
Procedural Rules Committee and is
currently working with the Judges of
the Court of Common Pleas of Alleghe-
ny County and the Court Administra-
tor’s Office to revise and reorganize
local rules governing the practice and
procedures in criminal matters. He is a
member of the ACBA Criminal Litiga-
tion Section, the ACBA Unauthorized
Practice of Law Committee, and Penn-
sylvania District Attorneys Association.
Fitzsimmons served as a member of the
Governor’s Commission to Address
Gun Violence, and has testified before
committees of the Legislature concern-
ing measures to reduce urban violence.

CYNTHIA L. FRANKLIN
Is a 1986 graduate

of Duquesne Univer-
sity School of Law.
She spent 10 years as
an Allegheny County
Assistant District
Attorney. Franklin
has been a Hearing
Officer in the Juve-

nile Court Section of the Allegheny Coun-
ty Court of Common Pleas, Family Divi-
sion, since 1998. She is currently the
Chief Hearing Officer. In addition to the
administration of the Hearing Officer
Division, Franklin serves on the adminis-
tration team of Children’s Court and the
Court Improvement Project. She con-
ducts delinquency and dependency hear-
ings as well as contempt hearings for the
Generations Program.

Franklin was nominated by the

ACBA nominating committee.

ALEXANDRA GRUSKOS
Is a 1996 graduate of the University

of Pittsburgh School of Law. Gruskos
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Venango County
Court of Common
Pleas to the Honor-
able H. William
White, Jr., the Pres-
ident Judge, and
the Honorable
William E. Breene.
After completing

the one year clerkship in 1990, he
stayed in Venango County until 1992,
serving as an Assistant Public Defend-
er and as Councilperson in the City of
Franklin. He also worked for the law
firm of Hundertmark and Getsinger.
He returned to Pittsburgh in 1992 to
serve as law clerk to the Honorable Jef-
frey A. Manning, in the Criminal Divi-
sion of the Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County. He left the clerkship
in 1993 to become an associate with
Grossinger, Gordon and Vatz, LLP,
where he was an associate until 1997
when he became a partner and the firm
was renamed Grossinger, Gordon Vatz
and Audley, LLP. He resumed the
clerkship with Judge Manning in 1997
and has remained in that position
through the present. In 2003, he left
Grossinger, Gordon, Vatz and Audley to
form Audley Law Offices, P.C. As a sole
practitioner, he has concentrated on the
representation of hospitals and other
health care providers in a variety of
matters, but he also maintains a gener-
al civil practice. He is a member of the
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and
American Bar Associations; the Ameri-
can Health Law Association; the
Healthcare Financial Management
Association and the American Associa-
tion of Healthcare Administrative
Management. Audley has lectured to
members of AAHAM on the legal
aspects of collection on patient
accounts and on proposed changes in
Pennsylvania Workers Compensation
Medical Cost Containment Regula-
tions. He has also lectured on the Post
Conviction Collateral Relief Act.

Audley was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

SHANNON F. BARKLEY
Is a 1993 gradu-

ate of Duquesne
University and
earned her law
degree through the
evening division of
Duquesne Univer-
sity’s School of Law
in 1997. Barkley is

an assistant solicitor for the City of
Pittsburgh, practicing in the areas of
contract law, general municipal law,
ethics law and tort litigation. She is also
the chair of the hearing board for the
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority.
She is currently serving her ninth year
on the ACBA Young Lawyers’ Division
Council. She is a Co-Chair of the Young
Lawyers Division’s Children’s Holiday
Party, an activity that she has organized

ELECTIONS continued from page 5
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was president of the
student bar associa-
tion and a 1991
magna cum laude
graduate of the Uni-
versity of Pitts-
burgh. She works
for Allegheny Coun-
ty Children, Youth

and Family Services. Nearly all of the
litigation she is involved with takes
place in Juvenile Court and many of
her cases are in front of newly elected
judges. Gruskos spent her first two
years after law school employed in
workers’ compensation and commer-
cial litigation. Subsequently, she
worked for the Adoption Legal Services
Project, a grant project that forged a
successful private/public partnership
between the Allegheny County Office
of Children, Youth and Families and the
offices and attorneys of Reed Smith.
Gruskos is licensed in West Virginia
and Pennsylvania.

Gruskos was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

JOHN B. HAYES
Has 30 years of

legal experience as
a corporate advisor
and civil trial attor-
ney in complex and
high exposure med-
ical and pharma-
ceutical malprac-
tice, commercial

construction, contracts, personal
injury, wrongful death, and other mat-
ters. Hayes also has experience in
social work and teaching. Before
attending law school he worked as a
social worker for 16 years in poverty,
education, medical, mental health and
addiction programs. He has taught civil
procedure courses at Duquesne Uni-
versity’s paralegal program for 20
years. Throughout his legal career,
Hayes has served on boards of private
and nonprofit organizations and
advised on corporate, by-law, policy
and procedure, strategic planning,
ethics, employment, liability and insur-
ance issues. He has also mentored
beginning attorneys in effective and
ethical business and legal practices.
Hayes has served as a speaker or pan-
elist at many professional seminars for
physicians, health administrators,
nurses, pharmacists, social workers
and paralegals. For the past four years,
Hayes has used his trial experience
and social work background as a Par-
ent Advocate at the Juvenile Court Pro-
ject, a nonprofit program sponsored by
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation
to provide free legal services to indi-
gent parents of dependent children in
child protective and juvenile court sys-
tems. Hayes received his bachelor’s,
master’s and law degrees from
Duquesne University and his M.S.W.
from the University of Pittsburgh.

Hayes was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

PAULA HOPKINS
Is a sole practi-

tioner representing
clients in the areas
of family law, both
collaborative and
traditional, estate
planning and pro-
bate law. In addi-
tion to private prac-

tice, Hopkins has worked as a staff
attorney for public interest and legal
services programs in Ohio and the
American Bar Association Commis-
sions on the Elderly and the Mentally
Disabled. Hopkins has authored model
statutes and publications on elder law
and disability topics and has lectured
for the NBI and PBI on topics related to
family law, estate planning, and pro-
bate law. As a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association, Hopkins
serves on the Family Law Section
Council, as Co-Chair of the Family Law
Section’s subcommittees on Alternate
Dispute Resolution and Professional-
ism and as a member of the ACBA’s
Sole and Small Firm Practitioners and

Probate and Trust Law Sections. After
receiving training in collaborative law,
Hopkins became President of the Col-
laborative Law Association of South-
western Pennsylvania (CLASP). Hop-
kins volunteers for the Pro Se Motions
Program, the NLSA Family Law Clinic,
NLSA Protection from Abuse Pro Bono
Referral Program and the Pittsburgh
Aids Task Force. She is a fellow of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation. A
graduate of The Ohio State University
Michael E. Moritz College of Law, Hop-
kins received her J.D. in 1978. She
resides in Mt. Lebanon with her hus-
band, Ken Argentieri, and their two
college-aged children.

Hopkins was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

EDWIN KLETT
Is a founding

shareholder of Klett
Rooney Lieber &
Schorling, which
merged into Buch-
anan Ingersoll &
Rooney as of July 1,
2006. He received a
bachelor’s degree in

commerce and finance from Bucknell
University and his law degree from
Dickinson School of Law, where he was
the editor-in-chief of The Dickinson
Law Review. Klett served as the ACBA
president from 2000 to 2001. He is a for-
mer chair of the Bench-Bar Committee,
the Federal Court Section and the Asso-
ciation of Municipal and School Solici-
tors. Klett is also a former vice-chair of
the Court Rules Committee and a for-
mer member of the Women in the Law
Division, the Judiciary Committee and
the Professionalism Committee. Klett is
also active in the Pennsylvania Bar
Association, in which he served as a
member of the House of Delegates from
1989 to 2007. He also served as a mem-
ber of the ABA House of Delegates from
1999 to 2000. Klett has also served as a
chair of the Supreme Court Civil Proce-
dural Rules Committee; as a member of
the Judicial Council of Pennsylvania,
and a member of the Supreme Court
Committee on Appellate Rules. He is
currently a member of the Judicial Con-
duct Board of Pennsylvania.

PATRICK M. LIVINGSTON
Has been a sole

practitioner since
1993 and a member
of the bar since
1985. He clerked for
Samuel J. Roberts,
then the retired
Chief Justice of
Pennsylvania, from

1985 through 1987, and was employed
as an associate at Mansmann Cindrich
& Titus and Cindrich & Titus from 1987
through 1993. He also served as an aide
to Congressman Bill Coyne from 1980
through 1982. He graduated from the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
in 1985, from Allegheny College in
Meadville, Pa. in 1980, and from South
Hills Catholic High School in 1976. He
is admitted to the Supreme Court of the
United States, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit, and the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania, and is a member of the
Allegheny County Bar Association, the
Pennsylvania Bar Association and the
National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers. He is a member of St.
Scholastica Roman Catholic Church in
Aspinwall, where he is a lector and a
basketball coach. He is married to
Susan Livingston, who is also a lawyer.
They are the parents of Timothy, age 12,
and reside in O’Hara Twp.

Livingston was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

JON MCANNEY
Is a 1987 gradu-

ate of the Syracuse
University School
of Law. He has been
an attorney with
Tucker Arensberg,
P.C., and a member
of the ACBA, for his

entire career. He is a shareholder at
Tucker Arensberg and a member of the
firm’s Board of Directors. McAnney
concentrates his practice in civil litiga-
tion. He practices in the Civil Division
of the Courts of Common Pleas of all
counties in Western Pennsylvania, as
well as in the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania.
McAnney is an officer of the ACBA
Civil Litigation Section and has held
the positions of secretary and treasur-
er. He is a recipient of the Pennsylvania
Bar Association’s Legal Services to the
Public Committee Pro Bono Award. He
is a contributing author of Pennsylva-
nia Premises Liability: Law & Forms
published by the Pennsylvania Trial
Lawyers Association.

McAnney was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

MARIO SANTILLI, JR.
Is a director with

the Pittsburgh law
firm of Cohen &
Grigsby, P.C. He has
24 years of experi-
ence in the areas of
estate planning, pro-
bate and Orphans’
Court litigation. He

received both his B.A. and J.D. from the
University of Pittsburgh. He was for-
merly a trust officer in the estate tax and
estate administration sections of the
Mellon Bank, N.A. Trust Department.
Santilli is a frequent lecturer to private
and professional groups on probate,
estate planning, death taxes and
Orphans’ Court litigation.

Santilli was nominated by the ACBA
nominating committee.

CRAIG E. SIMPSON
Is a sole practitioner. He graduated

from Washington & Jefferson College in
1974 with a bachelor’s degree in psy-

We make it 
our business 
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The Common Plea ****Chefs & catering team take
great pride and pleasure in bringing the freshest
and the best food to your boardroom or conference
room. For Business Lunches, Cocktail Receptions,
Formal Dinners, Corporate Meetings, or Special
Staff Events, whatever you’re planning make it your
business to call Martin Vecellio at 412.281.5140.
You have Martin’s word you won’t be disappointed. 

PS: In addition, Common Plea Catering also 
provides an extensive drop-off catering service 
such as Executive Box Lunches and Buffets. 

VISIT THE COMMON PLEA RESTAURANT AND MENTION YOU SAW THIS AD
IN THE LAWYERS JOURNAL AND RECEIVE 50% OFF OF YOUR ENTRÉE. 

The Common Plea in Uncommon Places

2945 Smallman Street, Pittsburgh PA, 15201 

412.281.5140 phone

chology and is a
1977 graduate of the
Duquesne Universi-
ty School of Law. He
is a former Assis-
tant District Attor-
ney, and was also
employed for seven
years by the Office

of Disciplinary Counsel. Over the past
20 years, he has concentrated his prac-
tice almost exclusively in attorney
ethics and disciplinary law. He repre-
sents attorneys before the Disciplinary
Board and Client Security Fund, Judges
in Judicial Conduct Board proceedings,
and bar applicants in character and fit-
ness proceedings before the Board of
Law Examiners. He also advises attor-
neys on a wide range of ethical issues.
Simpson is a member of several profes-
sional organizations, and has been
active on the Bench-Bar Committee and
with the ACBA Sole and Small Firm
Practitioners Section. He also currently
serves on the PBA Task Force on
Lawyer Advertising. He lives in Mon-
roeville with his wife and two children.
He has been very active in community
activities, including being a member of
Monroeville’s Ethics Committee. He
served as president of the Eastern
Swim Association for 10 years. He is
also a voting member of the Pennsylva-
nia Sports Hall of Fame and a member
of the Selection Committee of the Gate-
way High School Sports Hall of Fame.

Simpson was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

DAVID L. SPURGEON
Began his legal career in private

practice as an associate in the law firm
of Payne Myers, focusing on insurance
defense, personal injury and family
law. In 1998, he accepted his current
position as an Assistant District Attor-

Continued on page 8
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JOANNE M. LA ROSE
Received her

Bachelor of Arts
degree from the
University of Flori-
da in 1995. After
graduating from
Emory University’s
School of Law in
1999, she moved to

Pittsburgh and began her legal career
as an associate with Kirkpatrick &
Lockhart Preston Gates Ellis LLP,
where she concentrated her practice in
insurance coverage and toxic
tort/product liability litigation. In Octo-
ber 2005, she joined LeBoeuf, Lamb,
Greene & MacRae LLP’s Pittsburgh
office and practiced in a variety of
commercial litigation areas including
toxic tort, employment, construction,
and transportation. La Rose currently
serves on the ACBA Women in the Law
Division Council. In addition, La Rose
is the current President of the Board of
Directors for Sojourner House, a non-
profit organization whose mission is to
offer compassionate faith-based resi-
dential treatment to addicted mothers,
and she is the Secretary of the Board of
Directors and one of the Founders of
HarmoniZing!, a non-profit organiza-
tion whose mission is to nurture cross-
cultural understanding through the
arts. In March 2007, La Rose was hon-
ored by the National Association of
Women Business Owners for her volun-
teer work with Sojourner House.

LISETTE M. MCCORMICK
Is currently

serving as the
Executive Director
of the Pennsylvania
Interbranch Com-
mission for Gender,
Racial and Ethnic
Fairness where she
directs the imple-

mentation of recommendations from
the 2003 study on racial and gender
bias by the Supreme Court of Pennsyl-
vania. Prior to directing the Inter-
branch Commission work, McCormick
served as the director of the Supreme
Court Committee on Racial and Gender
Bias in the Justice System that preced-
ed the establishment of the Commis-
sion. An honors graduate of The Penn-
sylvania State University, McCormick
received her J.D. from Duquesne Uni-
versity School of Law in 1981. She has
had a long career in public service,
serving as a staff attorney for the
Neighborhood Legal Services Associa-
tion and the Allegheny County Public
Defender’s Office immediately after
graduation from law school. She also
served as Assistant Counsel and
Deputy Attorney General for the Toxic
Waste Unit of the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.
McCormick spent nine years in private
practice with the law firm of Tabakin,
Carroll and Curtin in Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania, focusing on environmental
counseling and plaintiff ’s employment
litigation. She is a frequent lecturer on
the findings of the Supreme Court
study on racial and gender bias and is
an active member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association where she
serves as a member of the Judiciary
Committee, the Executive Council of
the Women in the Law Division, Co-
Chair of the Diversity Committee and a
member of the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation. McCormick’s community
service includes membership on the
board of the Program for Female
Offenders, and serving as a volunteer
attorney for victims of domestic vio-
lence through the Neighborhood Legal
Services Association Program.

Secretary
JEANINE L. DEBOR

Is a staff attor-
ney at KidsVoice.
After years of expe-
rience in litigating
commercial litiga-
tion, workers com-
pensation and social
security disability
cases, DeBor joined

KidsVoice in 2005 and represents over
200 dependent children in Allegheny
County. DeBor earned her bachelor’s
degree, cum laude, in 1989 from
Duquesne University and her J.D. in
1992 from Dickinson School of Law.
During that time, she was the comments
editor for the Journal of Environmental Law
and Policy and a member of the American
Trial Lawyers Association Moot Court
Team. DeBor also served as a law clerk
for the Honorable Sheryl Ann Dorney in
the York County Court of Common
Pleas. She is admitted to the Pennsylva-
nia Bar and U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania.
DeBor is a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association, sitting on the
Executive Board of the Women in the
Law Division, and the Pennsylvania Bar
Association. DeBor currently serves as
President of Soroptomist International
of Pittsburgh and is a Deacon at Brent-
wood Presbyterian Church.

Council
REBECCA TITUS COLOSIMO

Is a 1996 gradu-
ate of Washington &
Jefferson College
and received her
law degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law
in 1999, where she
was managing edi-

tor for the law review. Colosimo has
served on the ACBA Women in the Law
Division Council since 2004. She is also a
member of the Civil Litigation Section of
the Allegheny County Bar Association.

NICOLA HENRY-TAYLOR
Is an attorney

with 10 years of
experience serving
as both an Assistant
District Attorney
and as a firm attor-
ney. As an Assistant
District Attorney
for approximately

six years, she was the sole individual
responsible for managing the Alleghe-
ny County Mental Health Court. The
court generally serves individuals with
mental illnesses who do not have seri-
ous criminal backgrounds or do not
face serious criminal charges. Henry-
Taylor currently serves as a firm wide
conflicts coordinator, through the office
of general counsel, for the internation-
al law firm of K&L Gates. She received
her law degree from Duquesne Univer-
sity School of Law in 1996 and she
received her bachelor’s degree in his-
tory from Slippery Rock University in
1993. Henry-Taylor also completed
Slippery Rock’s Summer Study Pro-
gram at Oxford University in 1991. She
is a member of the American and
Allegheny County Bar Associations.

THOMAS HOLLANDER
Is a graduate of

The Pennsylvania
State University
and the University
of Pittsburgh School
of Law. He is a Past
President of the
Allegheny County
Bar Association and

the Academy of Trial Lawyers of
Allegheny County and Neighborhood
Legal Services Association. He is a
member of the American, Pennsylvania
and Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tions. He is a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers and a Fellow
of the American and Pennsylvania and
Allegheny County Bar Foundations.
Hollander was a member of the boards
of the Pennsylvania Legal Services
Center. He was a founding member of
the Pennsylvania Lawyers Trust
Account Board. Hollander has served
as a delegate to the Third Circuit Judi-
cial Conference and has been a panelist
and lecturer for the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute, Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers
Association and the Allegheny County
Bar Association. He has also been an
instructor in trial advocacy programs at
the University of Pittsburgh School of
Law and the Penn State Dickinson
School of Law. The ACBA Women in the
Law Division evolved from the Women
in the Law Committee, which was creat-
ed during Hollander’s term as ACBA
president. He has remained active with
the WLD and received the Carol Los
Mansmann Helping Hand Award from
the division in 2005.

SANDRA A. KOZLOWSKI
Graduated cum

laude, with a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in
Political Science,
from the University
of Pittsburgh in
1997. In 2002, she
obtained her Juris
Doctor degree from

Duquesne University School of Law. She
was admitted to the Bar of Pennsylvania
and the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania in 2002.
She founded her own law firm in 2003.
She currently serves as a partner in the
firm of Farrell & Kozlowski. Kozlowski
concentrates her practice in the areas of
criminal defense and civil litigation. She
provides criminal defense for clients
from investigation through the appeals
process. Sandra is a member of the
ACBA Criminal Litigation Section serv-
ing as an Executive Board Member
and serves on the Continuing Legal
Education Committee. She is an active
member of the ACBA Women in the
Law Division. She holds membership
with the Pennsylvania Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers, the Nation-
al Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers and the Pennsylvania Associ-
ation of Trial Lawyers. Sandra has
been an active planner and presenter
of continuing legal education in both
her areas of concentration. She also
serves as an Adjunct Professor at Point
Park University.

REBECCA MAZIARZ
Is a 1985 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh and
earned her law
degree from Duq-
uesne University
School of Law in
2001, where she
was a member of

the Appellate Moot Court Honor Soci-
ety and received the Order of the Bar-
risters award. She is an associate of
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, where
she concentrates her practice in the
area of health care, with a particular
emphasis in medical malpractice litiga-
tion. She also practices in estates and
trusts. Prior to joining the firm,
Maziarz was the Director of Medical
Information Management for Sewick-
ley Valley Hospital and also Westmore-
land Regional Hospital. Maziarz is a

ney in the Alleghe-
ny County District
Attorney’s Office.
Assigned to the trial
division, Spurgeon
presently works in
the domestic vio-
lence unit. He pros-
ecutes all crimes
involving intimate

partners, including misdemeanor,
felony and homicide. He appears
before the criminal bench on a daily
basis and has tried numerous jury and
non-jury trials. Spurgeon also appears
weekly in Family Court and prosecutes
violations of Protection From Abuse
orders for his office. He has appeared
in thousands of preliminary hearings
before the minor judiciary on behalf of
the Commonwealth. He participated in
the development of a specialized
domestic violence court for repeat bat-
terers before the Administrative Judge
of the Criminal Division. Spurgeon
received his bachelor’s and law degrees
from Duquesne University. He is a cer-
tified police training instructor for the
Allegheny County and City of Pitts-
burgh Police Academies. He has taught
for PBI and lectured at Indiana Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. He is active in var-
ious agencies within the community
and has been a pro bono attorney with
Neighborhood Legal Services.

Spurgeon was nominated by the
ACBA nominating committee.

WOMEN IN THE LAW DIVISION
Chair-elect
KRYSIA KUBIAK

Has been an
active member of
the Executive
Council for the
Women in the Law
Division for the
last two years. She
is currently Chair
of Public Relations

for the Council. In that capacity, she
has written three articles about the
WLD for the Lawyers Journal and
has helped to increase awareness of
WLD and its activities. Kubiak is a
litigation associate at the law firm of
Lynch Weis, LLC, in Cranberry. She
also volunteers with NLSA in Butler
and Allegheny County. She is also a
member of the W. Edward Sell Amer-
ican Inn of Court. Kubiak moved to
Pittsburgh in 2004. Previously, she
worked in litigation at the law firm of
Gentry & Haskins, in Colorado
Springs, Colo. Following graduation
from the College of William and Mary
School of Law, Kubiak clerked for a
judge on the Colorado Court of
Appeals. Krysia then worked for the
District Attorney’s Office in Colorado
Springs, where she won the Trial
Hound Award. Krysia is originally
from Erie, Pa. and graduated from
Swarthmore College.

ELECTIONS continued from page 7
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member of the American and Pennsyl-
vania Bar Associations. She has lec-
tured on confidentiality and the quality
process in the health care setting. She
was active in the Western Pennsylvania
Health Information Management Asso-
ciation, serving as president and chair
of the DRG/Legislative Committee, and
was also active in the state organiza-
tion, serving as chair of the Credentials
Committee. She is currently a member
of the Japan American Society of Penn-
sylvania and the Executive Women’s
Council of Pittsburgh.

LORI MCMASTER
Graduated cum

laude with a B.A. in
Political Science
from Allegheny Col-
lege, where she was
an Alden Scholar
and the recipient of
Departmental Hon-
ors in Political Sci-

ence. She obtained her J.D. in 1986
from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law. She began practicing at
the Cleveland, Ohio office of Baker &
Hostetler, an AmLaw 100 law firm,
where she concentrated on commercial
litigation. From 1988 to 1994, McMaster
worked as a civil trial attorney at Mar-
cus & Shapira, where she served as the
lead attorney in more than 26 jury and
non-jury trials in state and federal
court, with appearances before the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals and the
Superior Court of Pennsylvania. In
1994, she and her husband Dave were
blessed with triplets, and she continued
to practice on a part-time basis until
2004, when she joined the Pittsburgh
office of Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell
& Hippel, specializing in complex cor-
porate litigation. In August 2005,
McMaster joined Special Counsel, the
nation’s largest legal staffing company,
and was quickly promoted to Managing
Director. In addition to managing Spe-
cial Counsel’s Pittsburgh office, she
places lateral attorneys into direct hire
positions in law firms and corporations
located in Pittsburgh. She has been rec-
ognized for her advocacy and volunteer
work on behalf of children and adults
with special needs. She and her hus-
band reside in Pine Township with their
12-year-old triplets.

W. CHAD POCIERNICKI
Is a 1999 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh and
earned his law
degree from New
York University
School of Law in
2002. While at
NYU, he was a

member of the Moot Court Board and
the student organized Project on Nego-
tiation and Dispute Resolution. Pocier-
nicki currently practices law as an
associate with K&L Gates. Pociernicki
volunteers his time assisting with his
firm’s pro bono efforts in association
with the Neighborhood Legal Services
Association and the American Civil
Liberties Union. In addition, he has
been involved with his firm’s outreach
to area youth through participation in
the Career Literacy for African Ameri-
can Youth mentoring program in asso-
ciation with Duquesne University’s
Institute for Economic Transformation,
Center for Competitive Workforce
Development. Pociernicki is also a
member of the American and Pennsyl-
vania Bar Associations.

JENNIFER F. SHUGARS
Is a 1996 gradu-

ate of Washington &
Jefferson College
and received her
law degree from
Washington and
Lee University
School of Law in
1999, where she

was lead articles editor for the law
review. After law school, Shugars
clerked for the Honorable Frederick P.
Stamp, Jr. in the United States District

Court for the Northern District of West
Virginia. Shugars is a litigation associ-
ate at Pepper Hamilton LLP in the
firm’s Real Estate Group. Shugars cur-
rently serves on the ACBA Young
Lawyers Division Council and is an
active member of the Council’s Educa-
tion Committee. In addition, Shugars
serves as Secretary for the ACBA
Women in the Law Division Council
and has volunteered with the ACBA’s
Attorneys Against Hunger program.
Shugars is a member of the Civil Liti-
gation Section of the American Bar
Association, the Pennsylvania Bar
Association and the Allegheny County
Bar Association. She sits on the Board
of Directors for the Unseam’d Shake-
speare Theatre Company and enjoys
the performing arts and traveling off
the beaten path.

JUNE SWANSON
Is a 1976 gradu-

ate of Allegheny
College and earned
her law degree
from Duquesne
University School
of Law in 1984.
Swanson practices
at Geraghty & Asso-

ciates. Prior to joining Geraghty &
Associates, she was a senior vice-pres-
ident with Marsh, Inc., an international
insurance brokerage firm, where she
served on the management team of the
Risk Management Consulting Group in
the Pittsburgh office. Since returning
to private practice in 2002, Swanson
has concentrated in commercial and
real estate law, and estate planning and
administration. Prior to joining John-
son & Higgins (an insurance brokerage
company later purchased by Marsh) as
in-house counsel and senior consultant
in 1992, she had 10 years of large law
firm experience. An active participant
in community and charitable affairs,
Swanson is a graduate of Leadership
Pittsburgh, a leadership training pro-
gram sponsored by the Greater Pitts-
burgh Chamber of Commerce. She cur-
rently serves as Vice-President of
Allegheny HealthChoices, a public/pri-
vate partnership managing the delivery
of behavioral health services to Medic-
aid patients in Allegheny County. She is
a member of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association, the Women’s Bar Associa-
tion of Western Pennsylvania and the
local chapter of CREW (Commercial
Real Estate Women).

YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
Chair-elect
ERIN J. BOYTS

Is a 1998 gradu-
ate of Boston Uni-
versity and earned
her law degree from
Vermont Law
School in 2002.
While in law school,
she interned at the
South Royalton

Legal Clinic and held a law clerk posi-
tion with the Vermont Judiciary. Boyts
currently works at K&L Gates in the
Office of General Counsel. Prior to K&L
Gates, Boyts practiced in the area of
civil litigation defense for over three
years. She also volunteers her legal
services at the Neighborhood Legal Ser-
vices Association pro bono PFA pro-
gram. She is a member of the Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania and American
Bar Associations. She has been a mem-
ber of the Council of the Young Lawyers
Division for the past two years, and a
member of their Education Committee
for the past three years. Additionally,
Boyts is an active community volunteer.
She has served as a mentor in both Big
Brothers/Big Sisters and Career Litera-
cy for African American Youth and she
also volunteers at local soup kitchens
and food pantries.

MATTHEW T. LOGUE
Is a 2001 graduate of the University

of Pittsburgh School of Law and a 1998
graduate of Georgetown University. He
is currently serving as Secretary of the

Young Lawyers
Division Council,
where he has acted
as chair of the
Member Services
Committee for two
years. He has
served on the YLD
Council for over

five years. Attorney Logue is currently
an associate at Del Sole Cavanaugh
Stroyd LLC where he focuses his prac-
tice on representing businesses and
individuals in all aspects of litigation,
including jury and bench trials, arbi-
trations, mediations and appellate pro-
ceedings. Logue is heavily involved in
professional and community activities.
In addition to his work with the ACBA
YLD, he serves as Secretary of the
Georgetown Club of Pittsburgh; has
acted as an Adjunct Professor at Com-
munity College of Allegheny County,
and is an alumni member of Phi Alpha
Delta. In 2002, Logue was selected as
one of “Pittsburgh’s 50 Finest” by the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Secretary
SHANNON F. BARKLEY

Is a 1993 gradu-
ate of Duquesne
University and
earned her law
degree through the
evening division of
Duquesne Univer-
sity’s School of Law
in 1997. Barkley is

an assistant solicitor for the City of
Pittsburgh, practicing in the areas of
contract law, general municipal law,
ethics law and tort litigation. She is also
the chair of the hearing board for the
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority.
She is currently serving her ninth year
on the ACBA Young Lawyers’ Division

Council. She is a Co-Chair of the Young
Lawyers Division’s Children’s Holiday
Party, an activity that she has organized
for the past nine years. She has also co-
chaired the Member Services Commit-
tee and was a member of the Public
Service Committee. Barkley is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees for the
Association of the Municipal & School
Solicitors’ Section, where she is on the
legislation and newsletter committees.
She mentors students from the Pitts-
burgh City Charter High School. She
also volunteers for the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Foundation’s Indigent Divorce
Program, has been a writer for the
Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Lawyers Journal and is on the opinion edi-
torial staff for the Pittsburgh Legal Journal.

MELISSA L. RUEFLE
Is a 1998 gradu-

ate of Westminster
College and earned
her law degree
from Duquesne
Law School in 2003
as a member of the
evening program.
Ruefle is an associ-

ate at Caroselli Beachler McTiernan &
Conboy in the firm’s asbestos litigation
practice. She is very active in the
Alumni Association for Westminster
College, where she is a member of the
Alumni Council and the Pittsburgh
regional alumni committee. She was a
member of the BLI class of 2004-2005
and a member of YLD Council from
2005 to 2007. She has been on the YLD
Education Committee since 2004 and
currently chairs the committee. She is
active in her home community of Plum
Boro and is an active volunteer with
her church, Riverside Community
Church in Oakmont.

Continued on page 10
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School of Law in
2004. Davis is an
associate with Robb
Leonard Mulvihill,
where his practice
focuses in the areas
of complex insur-
ance coverage and
insurance-related

litigation, including various types of
personal injury claims and workers’
compensation. He has presented semi-
nars on the motor vehicle tort election in
Pennsylvania as well as premises liabil-
ity and bodily injury claims. Davis cur-
rently serves on the vestry of his
church, where he heads the Committee
for the Elderly. He also served as a moot
court juror for this year’s Pennsylvania
High School Moot Court competition. A
member of the 2006-2007 Young
Lawyers Division Bar Leadership Ini-
tiative Class, Davis also enjoys outdoor
activities and playing various sports,
including soccer and golf.

SCOTT R. EBERLE
Is a graduate of

DePauw Universi-
ty and earned his
law degree from
Duq-uesne Univer-
sity School of Law
in 2002. Eberle is
an associate at
W e i n h e i m e r ,

Schadel & Haber, P.C. where his prac-
tice focuses on the defense of attor-
neys in legal malpractice lawsuits.
Eberle is a member of the Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association Professional Lia-
bility Committee and frequently lec-
tures to county bar associations on
“Avoiding Legal Malpractice” topics.
He also is a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association Lawyer
Insurance Committee.

DANIELLE L. HODNICKI
Is a 2002 gradu-

ate of the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh and
earned her law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh School of
Law in 2005. Hod-
nicki is a member

of the 2006-2007 ACBA YLD Bar Lead-
ership Initiative Class, as well as the
YLD Education Committee and Women
in the Law Division. While in law
school, she served as justice of the Wat-
son chapter of Phi Alpha Delta legal
fraternity. Hodnicki is an associate at
Tucker Arensberg, P.C. focusing her
practice on a wide range of general lit-
igation matters, including representing
public utilities and small businesses.
She is admitted to practice in Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio and West Virginia.

MARY C. MCGINLEY
Is a 1999 gradu-

ate of the Pennsyl-
vania State Univer-
sity and earned her
law degree at
Duquesne Universi-
ty School of Law in
2002, where she
served on the

Duquesne Law Review and studied at
the China University of Political Sci-
ence and Law in Beijing. McGinley
currently practices law as an associate
in the tort litigation and business liti-
gation groups with Meyer, Unkovic &
Scott LLP. She is also a member of the
firm’s Technology Committee. McGin-
ley is Co-Chair of Attorneys Against
Hunger, an annual campaign spon-
sored by the Allegheny County Bar
Foundation, which raises money and
coordinates volunteers for local
hunger-service agencies. She also
serves as a mentor in Penn State’s Lib-
eral Arts Mentor program, which con-
nects undergraduate students with
alumni. McGinley enjoys traveling
and attending sporting events.

NATHAN J. PREPELKA
Is a 1992 graduate of Pennsylvania

State University. He earned his law

degree from
Duquesne Universi-
ty School of Law in
1999. Prepelka is a
partner with The
Webb Law Firm,
where he practices
in the area of intel-
lectual property,

including patent, trademark, copy-
right, cyberlaw and associated litiga-
tion. He presently serves on the ACBA
Young Lawyers Division Council, and
is also an officer in the Pennsylvania
Bar Association Young Lawyers Divi-
sion, representing young lawyers in
Allegheny County. He is a committee
chair in the Pittsburgh Intellectual
Property Law Association. In his pres-
ent role with the ACBA YLD Council,
Prepelka is active in many of the pro-
grams. Prepelka previously served as
YLD Secretary.

MARLA N. PRESLEY
Is a 2000 gradu-

ate of Mount Union
College and earned
her juris doctorate
at the Duquesne
University School
of Law in 2003.
Presley is an asso-
ciate at Dickie,

McCamey and Chilcote, P.C. in the
firm’s litigation department, where she
is a member of the insurance and
employment law groups. She is a mem-
ber of the American Inns of Court, and
the bar associations of Pennsylvania,
Ohio and West Virginia. Presley volun-
teers her legal services regularly to the
Neighborhood Legal Services Associa-
tion Pro Bono Protection from Abuse
program, and is an active member of
the American Cancer Society Relay for
Life program.

MARIE I. RIVERA-JOHNSON
Is a graduate of

Duquesne Universi-
ty and earned her
law degree from
Yale Law School in
2005, where she
was the student
director of the Com-
munity Lawyering

clinic. Rivera-Johnson is currently
clerking for the Honorable Gary L. Lan-
caster in the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania. Prior
to clerking, she was a litigation associ-
ate at Reed Smith, focusing her practice
on employment, labor and commercial
matters. Rivera-Johnson is an active
member of the Hispanic Attorneys
Committee of the ACBA, and has volun-
teered her time to translate court docu-
ments and provide free legal seminars
to the community. She has represented,
pro bono, families in adoption hearings,
prisoners in civil rights cases, and
unaccompanied minors in immigration
court. She is a member of the Mt. Wash-
ington Community Development Center
and enjoys traveling and salsa dancing.

JENNIFER F. SHUGARS
Is a 1996 gradu-

ate of Washington &
Jefferson College
and received her
law degree from
Washington and Lee
University School of
Law in 1999, where
she was lead arti-

cles editor for the law review. After law
school, Shugars clerked for the Honor-
able Frederick P. Stamp, Jr. in the Unit-
ed States District Court for the North-
ern District of West Virginia. Shugars is

a litigation associate at Pepper Hamil-
ton LLP in the firm’s Real Estate
Group. Shugars currently serves on the
ACBA Young Lawyers Division Council
and is an active member of the Coun-
cil’s Education Committee. In addition,
Shugars serves as Secretary for the
ACBA Women in the Law Division
Council and has volunteered with the
ACBA’s Attorneys Against Hunger pro-
gram. Shugars is a member of the Civil
Litigation Section of the American Bar
Association, the Pennsylvania Bar
Association and the Allegheny County
Bar Association. She sits on the Board
of Directors for the Unseam’d Shake-
speare Theatre Company and enjoys
the performing arts and traveling off
the beaten path.

DOUGLAS J. STIPANOVICH
Is a 1999 gradu-

ate of Duquesne
University and
earned his law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh in 2002. Sti-
panovich is present-
ly an associate at

Dapper, Baldasare, Benson, Behling &
Kane, where he focuses his practice in
civil litigation, including premises lia-
bility, product liability, personal injury,
UM/UIM disputes, and automobile lia-
bility cases. Stipanovich has been an
active member of the ACBA and YLD,
where he has participated in various
programs, such as the 2005 Bar Leader-
ship Initiative program, Stepping Out
and the YLD Skate-A-Thon. He was
recently appointed as the YLD Council
Liaison to Pitt Law. Stipanovich has also
served as a judge and juror for the
Pennsylvania Bar Association High
School Mock Trial Competition.

TONY J. THOMPSON
Is a graduate of

Washington & Jef-
ferson College. He
earned his law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh in 2006.
Thompson is the law
clerk for the Honor-

able R. Stanton Wettick, Jr. where he
conducts extensive research into vari-
ous civil litigation matters. He is also an
active member of the Education Com-
mittee within the Young Lawyers Divi-
sion of the ACBA. He volunteers his
time as a judge in mock trial competi-
tions at the University of Pittsburgh and
enjoys reading and playing basketball.

MEGAN M. TURNBULL
Is a 2001 gradu-

ate of Penn State
University and
earned her law
degree from the
University of Pitts-
burgh in 2004,
where she was
involved in the Pitt

Law Income Sharing Foundation and
various moot court competitions. Turn-
bull is an associate at Goehring, Rutter
& Boehm where she focuses her prac-
tice on municipal and education law, as
well as general civil litigation. Turnbull
volunteers her legal services through
Neighborhood Legal Services Associa-
tion Pro Bono Protection From Abuse
Program. She is a current Young
Lawyers Division Bar Leadership Ini-
tiative class member and has partici-
pated throughout the year in Young
Lawyer Division events and programs,
including the Skate-A-Thon, Carnivale
and the Law Practicum Series. ■

Treasurer
KATHRYN M. KENYON

Is a graduate of
James Madison Uni-
versity and earned
her law degree from
Duquesne Universi-
ty School of Law in
1998. Kenyon is an
associate at Pietra-
gallo, Bosick & Gor-

don LLP. She graduated from the inau-
gural bar leadership initiative class and
has been a member of YLD Council
since 2001. Kenyon has been Treasurer
for the past two years and chaired or co-
chaired the Public Service Committee
and had been an active participant and
organizer of the Children’s Holiday
Party, Stepping Out Program and the
Very Important Papers Project for sev-
eral years. She also serves as a pro bono
attorney for Neighborhood Legal Ser-
vices Association’s Protection from
Abuse and Custody Conciliation Pro-
grams as well as the Asylum Immigra-
tion Project run through the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation. Kenyon sits on
the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership
Advisory Board and the United Way of
Allegheny County Women’s Leadership
Initiative Committee.

STEPHANIE R. REISS
Is a graduate of

Brown University
and earned her law
degree from George-
town University
Law Center in 2001.
Reiss clerked for
the Honorable D.
Brooks Smith while

he served on the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Pennsylvania
from 2001 to 2002 and for the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit from
2002 to 2003. Reiss is now an attorney
with Morgan Lewis & Bockius, LLP in
the Labor & Employment Group. She
was a member of the 2004 Bar Leader-
ship Initiative Class and has served on
YLD Council and the Public Service
Committee from 2005-2007. She also
currently runs the Stepping Out Pro-
gram, which seeks to educate senior
high school students on the basic legal
principles that will affect their life after
school, and serves on the ACBA Audit
Committee. Reiss frequently handles
pro bono matters for Neighborhood
Legal Services Association, representing
indigent clients at unemployment com-
pensation hearings.

Council (5 to be elected for a two-year term)

BRANDON D. CONEBY
Is a 1998 gradu-

ate of the Pennsyl-
vania State Univer-
sity and a 2001
graduate of the
Duquesne Univer-
sity School of Law.
He began his legal
career with Babst,

Calland, Clements & Zomnir, P.C. in
September 2001 and joined the litiga-
tion group of Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP as
an associate in May 2006. At Dinsmore
& Shohl, LLP, he practices in the area
of litigation with an emphasis on coal,
natural resources and environmental
law. He is a past member of the
Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Bar Leadership Initiative Class and is
an annual participant in the Stepping
Out Program sponsored by the Young
Lawyers Division of the Allegheny
County Bar Association. For the past
four years, he has served as Co-Chair
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s
High School Mock Trial Program. In
his spare time, he enjoys refereeing
soccer games, visiting different amuse-
ment parks across the country and
keeping up with current events.

CHRISTOPHER J. DAVIS
Is a 1999 graduate of the University

of Virginia and earned his law degree
from the University of Pittsburgh

ELECTIONS continued from page 9

Do You Have Any Jury
Verdicts to Report?

If so, please forward the following information: Court; Case Number; Jury Verdict; Date of Verdict;
Judge; Plaintiff ’s Attorney; Defendant’s Attorney; Type of Case; Experts; and Remarks to: Jennifer

Pulice, ACBA, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E

In support of diversity
By Hon. Kim Berkeley Clark

Plessey v. Ferguson, Loving v. Vir-
ginia, Brown v. the Board of Edu-
cation, Bakke, Grutter, Gratz—

these cases (and many others) are for-
ever etched in our memories. These
landmark cases dealt with issues of
equality and diversity in education, in
relationships, and in the daily lives of
American citizens. Sadly, for a nation
created and developed upon the prem-
ise of freedom and equality, treatment
of minorities in this country, particular-
ly African-Americans, is burdened
with a shameful history. However,
great strides have been made, particu-
larly in the 20th century, in ensuring
equal treatment for all. We should be
proud of how far we have come, but we
must understand that we still have a
long way to go.

I am very proud to be part of a pro-
fession that has assisted in attaining
equality for all. Lawyers, judges, and
others working in the profession have
helped shape and create laws that have
struck down discrimination in our com-
munities, our workplaces, and our
schools. On April 24, at the member-
ship luncheon, the ACBA presented
awards to those law firms and legal
departments who have recognized the
importance of diversity within the pro-
fession and have participated in the
Summer Associate Program and the
high school summer internship pro-
gram. Additionally, we had an insight-
ful, thought-provoking, and well-
received panel discussion by Carl
Cooper, Cathy Bissoon, Gary Hunt,
Susan Shin, and moderated by Gene
Harris, on the issue of diversity hiring
and retention. I am proud to report that
the ACBA is strongly committed to
diversity within the profession. I’d like
to share with you some of the efforts
that the ACBA has undertaken.

Diversity Coordinator
On Jan. 1, 2004, the ACBA hired

Gene Harris as the diversity coordina-
tor for the association. This decision
has proven to be one of the best that the
ACBA has made. It clearly sends a
message that not only is the ACBA
committed to diversity, but that the
ACBA is actively dealing with these
issues and is being proactive instead of
reactive. Since the hiring of Mr. Harris,
the ACBA has developed many strong
initiatives toward promoting diversity
in the profession.

Summer Clerkship Program For
Minority Law Students

In 2005, the ACBA developed a sum-
mer clerkship program for minority
law students to attract and identify
high potential first-year minority law
students who may become candidates
for future employment in Pittsburgh.
The purpose of this program is to pro-
vide an enriching employment experi-
ence for 10 first-year minority law stu-
dents from Pitt and Duquesne Law
Schools with participating law firms,
corporate law departments, or govern-
ment agencies. The objectives of the
program are to demonstrate a commit-
ment to diversity, foster the development
of practical skills, expose law students to
the legal organizations’ culture, to pro-
vide a challenging and enriching work
experience, and to promote student-
mentoring relationships. Currently,
there are 11 law firms, four corpora-
tions and one government agency par-
ticipating in the program. We antici-
pate the same level of employer partic-
ipation next summer. We have had an
average of 14 students in the 2005 and
2006 programs. I am pleased to report
that the program has been a great suc-
cess. Four of the students have been
offered and have accepted positions

with law firms. The
participating firms and
legal departments were
honored April 24 at our
membership luncheon.

Collaborative
Agreement With
The Homer S. Brown
Law Association

In 2006, the ACBA
entered a collaborative
agreement with the
Homer S. Brown Law
Association (HSBLA),
the African-American
Bar Association in
Allegheny County. Pur-
suant to the agreement,
the ACBA will provide, in part, the
following assistance and services to
the HSBLA.

1. ACBA will provide assistance to
HSBLA’s annual Martin Luther King
Prayer Breakfast, by making a finan-
cial donation and with the printing,
mailing, and distribution of invitations,
programs, and promotional materials.

2. The ACBA will provide HSBLA
with a staff liaison to assist with admin-
istrative and logistical support in man-
aging HSBLA’s functions and activities.

3. The ACBA will provide HSBLA
with free access to meeting space, on
an as-needed basis, at either the
ACBA Conference Center or at ACBA
Headquarters.

4. The ACBA will provide assistance
with a hospitality suite for HSBLA at the
ACBA Annual Bench-Bar Conference.

5. The ACBA will host a website for
HSBLA on its server.

6. ACBA and HSBLA will post links
on their respective websites.

7. ACBA will establish, maintain, and
update a membership database that
would be used to facilitate mainlining
and e-mail notices to HSBLA members.

8. ACBA will provide a first-year 25
percent discount to current dues pay-
ing members of HSBLA that join both
the ACBA and HSBLA.

9. HSBLA will have an ex-officio
seat on the ACBA Board of Governors.

10. ACBA will provide assistance
towards the HSBLA Annual Black His-
tory Month Celebration, by making a
financial donation and with the printing,
mailing, and distribution of invitations,
programs, and promotional materials.

Summer Intern Program for
High School Students

Since 1993, the ACBA has sponsored
a summer intern program for high
school students. The program is
offered to high school students in the
City of Pittsburgh who have completed
their junior year. The students are
assigned to work in clerical positions in
law firms, government law firms, pub-
lic sector law firms and other law
departments. The students are paid to
work in these positions and are provid-
ed with clothing. Each student is also
matched with a lawyer-mentor who
meets with the students on a regular
basis. The objective of this program is
to expose high school students to all
aspects of the legal profession.

Opportunities For Minorities In
The Legal Profession Committee

The purpose of this committee is: to
increase the participation of African-
American men and women in the legal
profession of the community as
lawyers, office employees, contractors,
suppliers, vendors and in any capacity;
to establish ACBA as a model and
leader by its hiring and contracting
practices and by the increased partici-
pation of African-American attorneys
in its programs, committees and other
activities; and to coordinate with finan-

cial and educational
institutions, civic organ-
izations, community
organizations, and
government in promot-
ing opportunities for
African-Americans of
the community and in
the legal profession.
Four task forces have
been developed to work
on these efforts. They
are: the Law Firm/Law
Department Task Force,
the Community out-
reach Task Force, the
Court and Government
Agencies Task Force,
and the Law School
Task Force.

Hispanic Bar Committee
In May 2006, the Hispanic Bar Asso-

ciation of Western Pennsylvania
requested to join the ACBA as a com-
mittee. The purpose of the committee is
to provide assistance for the education-
al and professional advancement of its
members; to represent the interest of
Hispanic lawyers, judges, law profes-
sors, law students and other interested
members. The ACBA Board of Gover-
nors recognized the importance of this
mission of the Hispanic Bar Association
and unanimously voted to have the His-
panic Bar Association of Western Penn-
sylvania join the ACBA as a committee.

ACBA By-Laws
The ACBA by-laws provides, in part,

that if during any calendar year there is
no minority member of the Board of
Governors having been duly elected,
the Board of Governors shall, appoint a
minority member. The by-laws also pro-
vides, in part, that if during any calen-
dar year there is no minority member of
the Judiciary Committee having been
duly elected, the Board of Governors
shall, appoint a minority member. Addi-
tionally, the by-laws provide that there
shall be at least three women serving on
the board and the Women in the Law
Division now has one seat on the board.

Although the ACBA is working hard
to promote diversity within the profes-
sion—there is still a lot of work to do.
The numbers of minority partners
within law firms are still too few. While
the numbers of women entering law
schools and the legal profession are
high, the numbers of minorities are
still low. Across the state the numbers

of people of color working in the legal
profession and the courts are few. In
particular, in Allegheny County, we
only have two minority judicial law
clerks. We have a dearth of tipstaffs,
court clerks, and other clerical support
staff of color. We are still lacking signif-
icant minority representation on juries.
In order for the system to be just and
fair, it must be perceived as fair. With-
out people of color working in the legal
profession in all types of positions, this
will never happen.

Of the 41 judges that currently sit on
the Court of Common Pleas in Alleghe-
ny County, (excluding Senior Judge Liv-
ingstone Johnson) we have only three
judges of color. In the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania, we only have one judge of
color. In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, we have no judges of color (with
the exception of Senior Judge Justin
Johnson) on the Superior Court and
only one judge of color on the Common-
wealth Court—Judge Doris Smith-Ribn-
er. On the Supreme Court we are very
proud and happy to have Justice Cynthia
Baldwin, but sadly, her appointment will
end all too soon. It is important to note
that the last person of color ELECTED to
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania was
the late Robert N.C. Nix. As for the Court
of Common Pleas level, there is one
African American judge in Beaver Coun-
ty, three in Allegheny County and no
more until we get to the eastern part of
the state. We clearly have to do better.
We must keep moving forward and look-
ing toward the future.

Finally, I would like to extend heart-
felt thanks to the law firms, legal
departments and agencies that we hon-
ored on April 24. You clearly recognize
the importance of diversity in the pro-
fession. So, special thanks to:
Buchanan Ingersoll Rooney PC; Burns
White & Hickton; Cohen & Grigsby;
Dickie McCamey & Chilcote PC; Eck-
ert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC;
Highmark Inc.; K&L Gates; Meyer
Darragh Buckler Bebenek & Eck
PLLC; Meyer Unkovic & Scott; Morgan
Lewis; Pepper Hamilton LLP; PPG
Industries, Inc.; Public Defenders
Office of Allegheny County; Reed
Smith; SAFECO Insurance Company;
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP;
State of Pennsylvania Office of Attor-
ney General; Thorp Reed & Armstrong
LLP; Tucker Arensberg PC; United
States Steel Corporation; and UPMC. ■

The Hon.

Kim Berkeley Clark

The Allegheny County Bar Association is pleased to announce to all
members a new and exciting endorsement program with the Business
Solutions Division of Office Depot. This new partnership will provide
members substantial savings on their office supply needs. A few of the
benefits available include:

� ACBA core list of 150 specially priced items with an additional 50 wildcard items to be chosen
specific for each member. Discounts applied up to 88% off manufacturer list price. Items can
be reviewed quarterly to ensure they mirror buying patterns and reflect best value items.

� Up to 7% discount off of the listed price shown on www.officedepot.com for non-core items
(excludes technology items)

� Discount pricing available at Office Depot store locations through either an Office Depot Store
Purchasing Card or a company credit card attached to the ACBA account

� ACBA discounts applied to Design, Print & Ship Depot services at store locations
� Access to more than 15,000 items in the full-line catalog
� Discounts for ACBA members on 1,200 high-end items of Ad Specialty products
� High-end and hard-to-find Technology Solutions from Tech Depot™
� Customizable N-30 billing
� and much more!

Registration and setup are required to take advantage of these benefits. To get started
or learn more about the program, please contact your personal representative 
Bill Gallagher at 877.353.9100 ext. 4114 or william.gallagher@officedepot.com. 
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Begin your day with us at the new www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org
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45th Annual Bench-Bar Conference
scheduled for June 14 - 16
By Lisa M. Wolfe

The 45th Annual Bench-Bar Con-
ference, the ACBA’s most popular
event, returns to Seven Springs

Mountain Resort on June 14.
The conference begins on June 14

and will end early on June 16. There
will be plenty of activities available for
all attendees. This year, instead of a
keynote speaker, Graham Thatcher of
Periaktos Productions will perform
Clarence Darrow: Crimes, Causes and
the Courtroom. A variety of interesting
CLEs, sporting events, and social activ-
ities will also be offered, including Fri-
day night’s popular Evening of Comedy
and Casino Royale.

The conference’s history and suc-
cess comes in large part from the work
of dedicated committee members and
the cooperation of the local judges and
justices who are always willing to par-
ticipate in the event. The Bench-Bar
Conference provides a relaxed, infor-
mal mountain setting for attorneys and
judges to become more acquainted
with each other.

“I have attended the Bench-Bar
since 1994 when I was an associate at
Meyer Darragh. All of the attorneys in
the firm were encouraged to attend the
conference,” said Bench-Bar Commit-
tee Chair Shelly Pagac. “It was a great
opportunity to foster collegiality within
the firm. In addition, attending Bench-
Bar gave me the opportunity to meet
the judges in Western Pennsylvania
and attorneys outside the firm with
whom I did not practice. Attending the
Bench-Bar made me realize the value
of participating in bar association
activities, and, after moving from
Chicago, made me feel at home in the
Pittsburgh legal community.”

Much of the conference’s schedule
will be familiar to past attendees. The
CLE programming, Thursday night
barbeque and reception, Breakfast
with the Judges and Sound-Off sessions
are all returning this year.

Again this year, Thursday-only con-
ference attendees will be able to partic-
ipate in the Donald W. Bebenek golf

tournament. The golf tournament event
will kick-off the 45th Annual Bench-
Bar Conference, beginning at 7:45 a.m.
on Thursday, June 14.

The Les Zittrain Tennis Tournament
will begin at 9:45 a.m. and the fat tire
bike rally will begin at 10 a.m. The
Sporting Clays and 5-Stand event,
which is held at Nemacolin Shooting
Academy, will also begin at 10:00 a.m.

After the sporting events conclude,
an afternoon of CLE programming
begins. For the first time this year, a
Welcome Reception will be held at the
fourth floor center lobby beginning at 1
p.m. Registration for Thursday after-
noon’s CLE programs will begin at 1:30
p.m. This year’s topics include:

• “Depositions and Trial in the
Electronic Age,” presented by the
Young Lawyers Division and ACBA
Services, Inc.

• “The Bankruptcy Battleground
2007,” presented by the Bankruptcy
and Commercial Law Section

• “Gender in the Legal Workplace:
Does it Really Matter?,” presented by
the Women in the Law Division

• “Practical Recovery,” presented
by Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers

Thursday evening includes a recep-
tion and barbecue starting at 7 p.m.
with entertainment provided by the
Victor Guthrie Trio Steel Drum Band
and Three Bricks Shy. Following the
barbeque, a late night reception, with
music provided by DJ Donn Henderson
will be held in the Matterhorn.

Friday, June 15 will start off with the
always enjoyable “Breakfast with the
Judges.” Breakfast will be served from
8 until 10:15 a.m., but the CLE presen-
tation will begin at 9 a.m. This year’s
seminar, “Lawyer Advertising—The
Good, The Bad & The Ugly,” will
explore answers to questions such as
“can I identify myself as a ‘Super-
lawyer’ in my advertising?” and legal
commercials from around the country
will be used to illustrate just how far
lawyers are willing to push the ethical
boundaries with their ads.

The Breakfast with the Judges panel
includes President Judge Joseph M.

James, of the Allegheny County Court
of Common Pleas; Hon. Joseph A. Del
Sole (retired), of Del Sole Cavanaugh
Stroyd; Edgar M. Snyder, of Edgar Sny-
der and Associates; and Angela Allen
Mitas, counsel-in-charge, District IV, of
the Disciplinary Board of the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania. Professor Jane
Campbell Moriarty will moderate the
discussion.

“Breakfast with the Judges” will be
followed by Clarence Darrow: Crimes,
Causes and the Courtroom. This solo
performance by Graham Thatcher of
Periaktos Productions focuses on three
of Darrow’s most famous cases, and
explores Darrow’s moral convictions
and philosophy. Hon. Ralph J. Cappy,
chief justice of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania; Mark D. Yochum, pro-
fessor of law at Duquesne University;
and Carol S. Mills-McCarthy, of
McCarthy, McDonald, Schulberg & Joy,
will also speak as part of a panel after
the performance

“In order to keep the program offer-
ings at Bench-Bar fresh and encourage
attendance each year, we continually
look for new programming offerings
that we believe will interest our mem-
bership,” said Brett Solomon, Bench-
Bar Committee Vice Chair. “After hav-
ing keynote speakers for the last few
years, we decided to try a different pro-
gram to engage, as well as educate, the
attendees. This year we chose a one-
man theatrical performance regarding
the life and trials of Clarence Darrow,
who is one of the greatest trial lawyers
of the 20th century. The performance
dramatizes Mr. Darrow’s life and
several high-profile cases he worked
on during his approximately 60 years
as a trial lawyer. Not only is the
performance fun and engaging, but it
will also give the attendees the oppor-
tunity to receive one hour of ethics
credit toward their CLE requirements
for the year.”

Following the Darrow performance
and the subsequent panel discussion, a
luncheon will be held from 12:45 to 2
p.m. During the luncheon, the ACBA
gavel will officially be passed from

ACBA President Hon. Kim Berkeley
Clark to President-Elect Ken Gormley.
The Philip Werner Amram Award will
also be presented during the luncheon.

Friday afternoon consists of a series
of division workshops and “Sound-Off”
sessions. The sessions include pro-
grams for family, orphans’ court, crim-
inal, civil and workers’ compensation
practitioners from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m.,
with programs for federal court, juve-
nile law and appellate court practition-
ers following from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Those participating in these sessions
will receive one hour of CLE credit for
each session.

“The afternoon sessions are an easy,
non-stressful way of obtaining your
CLE requirements,” said Pagac. “I will
admit, for a number of years I did not
attend any of the CLE sessions, but
when I began attending the sessions, I
was pleasantly surprised at the sub-
stance. I now will not miss them. It is
the best CLE you can get.”

Friday afternoon is not without
recreation time. Beginning at 3:30 p.m.,
attendees can compete in volleyball or
bowling tournaments.

The evening’s social events include
a reception by the indoor pool begin-
ning at 6:15 p.m., followed by dinner at
Seven Spring’s famous seafood buffet
(which will also feature plenty of meat
and potato dishes).

Master of Ceremonies Bill Crawford
and headliner Michael Loftus will per-
form at this year’s Evening of Comedy.
Loftus founded the Columbus, Ohio
improv comedy troupe Midwest Come-
dy Tool & Die. He is currently a writer
on The George Lopez Show and he has
appeared on Comedy Central’s Premi-
um Blend.

When the Evening of Comedy con-
cludes, Bench-Bar attendees can try
their luck at the Casino Royale. The
casino will include blackjack, craps,
roulette, poker and other games. If
you’re not a gambler, you won’t be dis-
appointed by Casino Royale. In addi-
tion to table games, the evening will
also feature a musical tribute to Frank

■ Don’t miss the bar association’s most popular event

Continued on page 19

Fischer sworn in as a U.S. District Court Judge

PHOTO BY LISA WOLFE

Nora Barry Fischer takes the oath of office for the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania as her husband, Don, holds the bible.
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Hardiman sworn in as Third Circuit Judge
By Tracy Carbasho

The judicial career of Thomas
Hardiman has taken another
upward turn just a few years after

he was appointed to the federal bench.
He was appointed to the U.S. Dis-

trict Court for the Western District of
Pennsylvania in 2003 at the age of 38
and friends were not surprised when
he received a unanimous confirmation
in March to serve on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit.

“The unanimous confirmation is a
vote of confidence in the work I’ve
done while serving as a trial judge,’’
said Hardiman. “I will be the best
appellate judge I can be by deciding
cases based on facts and the law.”

“Serving on the district court was
the most rewarding professional expe-
rience of my life for two reasons — the
nature of the work and the individuals
with whom I had the privilege of serv-
ing. District Court Chief Judge Donetta
Ambrose and all of my fellow district
judges treated me very well from the
first day and I’m grateful to them for
their mentorship and collegial spirit.
The lawyers who appeared before me
in trial court were a great inspiration
because of their diligence, profession-
alism and the zealousness with which
they represented their clients.’’

Ambrose said Hardiman will be
sorely missed by his colleagues on the
court and the lawyers who practiced
before him. He will still be working
from the same building in Pittsburgh
and will see his friends on a regular
basis, but he will also be traveling to
Philadelphia to review cases.

“He gives both careful and prompt
consideration to matters before him
and has a well-deserved reputation for
being fair and even-handed. He has
been an extraordinary colleague,
always volunteering to take on extra
responsibilities and performing them
well,’’ said Ambrose. “These qualities
will make him as fine a judge on the
Court of Appeals as he has been on the
U.S. District Court.’’

Hardiman was nominated to the
Third Circuit bench by President
George W. Bush in September 2006,
the Senate Judiciary Committee gave
its approval on March 8 and his tenure
began with an installation ceremony
on April 5. The American Bar Associa-
tion gave Hardiman a unanimous well-

qualified rating.
“Thomas Hardiman has an out-

standing record both academically and
professionally,’’ said U.S. Senator Arlen
Specter, ranking member of the Judi-
ciary Committee. “I know him person-
ally and I think he will serve on the
Third Circuit with great distinction.’’

Circuit Court Judge D. Brooks Smith
believes Hardiman will be an asset to
the appellate court. Smith previously
served as a judge in the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania and recalls a young, intelli-
gent Hardiman who was practicing law
at the time.

“He comes to the Third Circuit with
well earned experience and we’ve heard
nothing but raves about his perform-
ance as a district judge,’’ said Smith. “I
would tell any new appellate judge to be
prepared to work hard, but I know
Judge Hardiman already does that.’’

Smith said Hardiman will bring the
number of appellate judges serving the
Third Circuit to 12. There are typically
14 judges, but there are currently two
vacancies on the court. The Third Cir-
cuit hears appeals from the federal dis-
trict courts of Pennsylvania, New Jer-
sey, Delaware and the Virgin Islands.

According to Smith, there are dis-
tinct differences between serving on
the federal bench and sitting on the
appellate court. For instance, appellate
judges usually serve on a panel of three
and work with a record created by a
federal court or an administrative
agency, whereas federal judges make
decisions on their own and may not
have previous case records to review.

“Judges in both courts, however,
must have the same qualities, including
a sense of fairness, a desire to get the
law right and an appreciation for all of
the possible implications their deci-
sions may have,’’ said Smith. “It’s help-
ful if an appellate judge has a scholarly
or intellectual interest in the law itself.’’

Hardiman said he is looking forward
to the opportunity and challenge of
deciding cases with his colleagues. He
thinks one of the hardest aspects of
being a trial judge is having to make
decisions alone and he is anxious to
deliberate with his new colleagues at
the appellate level. He said one of the
most difficult adjustments will be deal-
ing with the heavy volume of paper-
work, noting that the Third Circuit
publishes approximately 300 opinions

and issues an additional 600 non-prece-
dent setting opinions every year.

“It’s a great opportunity to be able to
work with my colleagues and to help
articulate the law in the Third Circuit
and the district courts in the Third Cir-
cuit,’’ said Hardiman. “My service on
the federal bench will help me appreci-
ate what took place in cases at the fed-
eral level.’’

Hardiman received his bachelor’s
degree from the University of Notre
Dame in 1987 and earned his law
degree from the Georgetown Universi-
ty Law Center in 1990. After graduat-
ing from law school, he worked as an
associate at the Washington, D.C., firm
of Skadden, Arps, Meagher & Flom. His
practice focused on litigation pertain-
ing to contracts, securities, bankruptcy
and white-collar criminal cases.

The job in Washington was not only a
good stepping stone for his legal career,
but it also resulted in him meeting his
wife, Lori, a Pittsburgh native who was
also working at Skadden, Arps,
Meagher & Flom. Hardiman grew up in
Waltham, Mass., and had never been to
Pittsburgh prior to meeting his wife.

The couple relocated to Pittsburgh
in 1992 and Hardiman began working
as an associate at Cindrich & Titus,
which later became Titus & McConomy
and eventually was dissolved in 1999.
Hardiman was a partner at the firm
from 1996 until 1999.

Paul Titus, who now serves in an “of
counsel’’ capacity at Schnader Harri-
son Segal & Lewis, interviewed Hardi-
man for the associate position at Cin-
drich & Titus.

“He was an excellent lawyer
because he understood the law and he
didn’t jump to conclusions. He has car-
ried those skills over to his role as
judge,’’ said Titus. “His ego is under
control and he has a good sense of
humor. Many people are disappointed
to see him leave the federal court
because he was a good trial judge, but
he will be a wonderful addition to the
Third Circuit.’’

Ken Gormley, a law professor at
Duquesne University, also worked with
Hardiman at Cindrich & Titus. In fact,
he was one of the lawyers on the selec-
tion committee that chose Hardiman to
join the firm.

“As a judge, he exudes a talented
wisdom in the courtroom and a won-
derful understanding of the lawyers
and the issues they face in practicing
law,’’ said Gormley, president-elect of
the Allegheny County Bar Association.
“He will be an incredible appellate
judge because he has a rare mixture of
understanding what goes on in the
trenches and having the ability to dis-
sect complicated problems and to
resolve them in a sensible and fair way
that makes it look effortless.’’

ACBA releases complete judicial ratings

By Lisa Wolfe

The Allegheny County Bar Associ-
ation Judiciary Committee has
released its most recent ratings of

candidates who are running for judicial
positions in the May 2007 Pennsylvania
primary elections.

“I think the function of the Judiciary
Committee is an extremely important
public service for the voters of Alleghe-
ny County,” said Jonnie S. Joseph,
chair of the ACBA Judiciary Commit-
tee. “Most citizens are not in the posi-
tion to be able to get to know all of the
candidates and the qualifications that
would or would not make them a good
jurist. The Judiciary Committee helps
to bridge that gap and provides the vot-
ers with the background they need to
make an informed decision.”

Each candidate who comes before
the Judiciary Committee is evaluated
in the areas of temperament, experi-
ence in the field of law, academic

achievement, honesty and integrity,
reputation, general community interest
and contributions to the profession.

Candidates receive one of four rat-
ings: Highly Recommended, Recom-
mended, Not Recommended at this
Time, or Unqualified.

Highly Recommended candidates
exhibit pre-eminence in the law by way of
outstanding legal ability and a wide range
of experience, either in a specialized field
of law or a more varied practice, and has
a reputation in the legal community as
standing at the top of his or her profes-
sion; possess the highest reputation for
integrity and temperament; exhibit out-
standing citizenship by way of communi-
ty and professional contributions; and are
exceptional individuals who enhance or
have enhanced the competence, dignity
and public perception of the bench.

Recommended candidates possess
the highest reputation for integrity and
the legal ability, experience and tem-
perament to excel as a judge of the

court for which he or she is a candidate.
A rating of Not Recommended at

this Time means the candidate’s legal
ability, experience and reputation indi-
cate that, at some future time in his or
her legal career, he or she may have the
potential to excel as a judge, but the
candidate is not yet at that stage.

An Unqualified rating means that
the candidate does not now possess and
is not likely to acquire the ability, repu-
tation or temperament necessary for a
judicial position.

The following candidates were rated
Highly Recommended for the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania: Hon. Maureen
Lally-Green and Hon. Debra
McCloskey Todd.

Highly Recommended for the Superior
Court of Pennsylvania were Hon. Cheryl
Allen and Hon. Ronald W. Folino. Recom-
mended candidates were Christine L.
Donohue and Jacqueline O. Shogan.

John T. McVay, Jr. was Highly Rec-
ommended for the Allegheny County

Court of Common Pleas level.
Recommended candidates for the

Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas included: Cathleen Cawood
Bubash, Arnold I. Klein, Michael E.
McCarthy, Shirley Novak, Wrenna L.
Watson, and Joseph K. Williams.

Candidates rated Not Recommended
at this Time included: Kelly Eileen
Bigley and Kathleen Miskovich.

Joseph Weinroth is also running for
a judicial position on the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas, but
had not yet been rated by the bar’s
Judiciary Committee. At the time the
paper went to press, Weinroth had
requested an application to be rated.
Watson had also requested to come
before the committee again. Both were
scheduled to go before the committee
on Wednesday, April 25.

The 24-member Judiciary Commit-
tee is elected annually at large by
the 6,500-member Allegheny County

Bar Association. ■

Continued on page 19

■ Five candidates receive Highly Recommended rating

PHOTO BY LISA WOLFE

Judge Thomas Hardiman takes the oath of office for the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit, which was given to him by Chief Judge
Anthony Scirica.
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Latino Law Day teaches students
about the legal profession
By Tracy Carbasho

Local high school students who
attended the Latino Law Day on
April 13 got a glimpse of what to

expect if they pursue a career in the
legal profession.

The event, held at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law, was spear-
headed by the Hispanic National Bar
Association with participation by the
Allegheny County Bar Association’s
Hispanic Attorneys Committee. The
University of Pittsburgh’s Hispanic
Law Society was also involved in coor-
dinating the program.

Marilin Martinez-Walker, deputy
regional president for Region Four of
the HNBA, said the university’s law
students conducted research to deter-
mine which high schools had Latino
students. Approximately 19 students
from Schenley, Perry, Langley and Car-
rick high schools attended the event.

“Events like this expose young
Latinos to the profession so they can
have the proper knowledge about
what it will take to get into law school
and what it is like to work in the legal
profession,’’ said Martinez-Walker.
“If we convince just one person to
think about being in the legal profes-
sion, then we have accomplished a
great thing. We can give hope to high
school students.’’

The idea for holding the special day
came from Rich Negrin, regional pres-
ident of the HNBA’s Region Four,
which includes Pennsylvania and
Delaware. The HNBA, headquartered
in Washington, D.C., is a national non-
profit group representing the interests
of more than 33,000 U.S. Hispanic
attorneys, judges, law professors, legal
professionals, legal assistants/parale-
gals and law students.

Martinez-Walker, an associate at
Thorp Reed & Armstrong, met with
Negrin in Philadelphia to discuss what
the region could do in terms of promot-
ing the profession to young Latino stu-
dents. Upon returning to Pittsburgh,

she contacted university officials, local
law students and members of the His-
panic Attorneys Committee, which she
chairs. Enthusiasm for the Latino Law
Day quickly grew.

The day began at 9 a.m. with break-
fast and opening remarks presented
by Martinez-Walker and Alexandra
Linsenmeyer, director of admissions
for the law school at the University
of Pittsburgh.

The students then observed a uni-
versity class in constitutional law,
which was taught by Professor Jules
Lobel. They also got to tour the law
school and had the opportunity to ask
questions of students attending the
university. Assisting the high school
students were Stefi Porter, a first-year

student; and Brian Belgodere, a third-
year student.

The day culminated with a lunch
where Martinez-Walker discussed her
experience being an attorney.

Other attorneys who spoke to the
students during the Latino Law Day
were Jennifer Andrade, a member of
the litigation services group at Sher-
rard, German & Kelly; and Judge Alma
Deleon, administrative law judge for
the Social Security Administration.
Members of the Hispanic Attorneys
Committee also helped make the event
a success.

“My goal for next year is to have the
law schools at both the University of
Pittsburgh and Duquesne University
participate,’’ said Martinez-Walker. “I

also hope that we can make the event
bigger next year by inviting more high
school students.’’

Similar events are expected to be
held in other cities in Region Four,
including Philadelphia and Harrisburg.

Locally, Martinez-Walker has
noticed a growing Latino population
and a subsequent need for the Hispan-
ic Attorneys Committee to provide
information to the residents on a wide
variety of legal topics.

The committee is also mentoring law
students. Currently, there are at least
eight students working with mentors.
Attorney Cathy Bissoon, a member of
the committee and a partner at Reed
Smith, is spearheading the mentoring
effort. ■

Professional accomplishments of
Bill Schweers Sr. truly inspirational
By Ken Horoho
Pennsylvania Bar Association President

There have been only a few occa-
sions during my term that caused my
presidential pace to slow, let alone
come to a stop. But during the third
week in January I placed myself on
pause to reflect on the passing of Bill
Schweers Sr., an Allegheny County
lawyer whose personal conduct and
professional accomplishments are
truly inspirational. From the late 1950s
to about 13 years ago, when a bicycle
accident caused a severe brain injury
that sidelined his impressive legal
career, Bill practiced law in a way we
can only hope to emulate. His great
passion, his dignity and his respect for
clients, for the legal process and for the
moral obligations our profession
demands are what make him a true
role model. His passing is a tremen-
dous loss, and we extend our sympa-
thies to Bill’s family, including his sons
Tim and Bill Jr., both lawyers who are
following in their father’s footsteps.

Each of us can do our part to carry on
Bill’s legacy simply by focusing on
what we’ve gained through knowing,
working with and being touched in so
many ways by this genuine leader of
our profession.

Balancing a successful legal
career and a rewarding personal
life is not without its struggles

and sacrifices. The demands of our pro-
fession—being a good lawyer, fulfilling
our obligations to our practices and our
clients, defending our legal system—
can be overwhelming. Yet equally
important are our obligations to our
spouses, children and communities. I’m
sure Bill struggled with these same
issues, yet his reputation as a great gen-
tleman, a consummate professional and
a devoted husband and father show us
that it’s not only possible to achieve this
delicate balance, but to do so with dig-
nity, intelligence and compassion.

Following his education at St. Vin-
cent’s College and military service in
the U.S. Air Force, Bill worked his way

through Duquesne University School of
Law at night, working days to support
his family. He launched his legal career
in Allegheny County and quickly
became a teacher, a mentor and a role
model. Second only to his faith in God
was Bill’s faith in the law and his per-
sonal commitment to use his education
and talents to better society, one client
at a time. His extensive knowledge of
the law, coupled with his kindness,
empathy and generosity of spirit, is
what has elevated him to legendary sta-
tus—not the success he enjoyed in and
out of the courtroom, but how he con-
tinued to raise the bar, never failing to
make those who came in contact with
him so much better for the experience
of knowing him. It is indeed a long list
of witnesses—lawyers who practiced
with him, those who had cases against
him, friends and even one-time
acquaintances—who can attest to this.

Bill’s career as one of Allegheny
County’s most respected trial lawyers
was characterized by a dedication to his
clients, deep respect for his colleagues

and the legal system in which they
worked, an unwavering adherence to
ethics and truth, and a sharp sense of
humor both on and off the job. He
became a marathon runner late in his
career, but he always seemed to be on
the run. He was universally liked,
respected and well-known for his will-
ingness to devote generous amounts of
personal time to the bar and his com-
munity. However, he was happiest when
surrounded by his lovely wife of 56
years, who was particularly dedicated
to him after his injury, his six children,
their spouses and 21 grandchildren.
And these are only a few of the reasons
why lawyers in Pittsburgh and through-
out Pennsylvania have an abiding and
long-enduring respect for Bill.

Leadership to the profession, leader-
ship to the public. A noble calling
you’ve heard from me many times. The
life and times of Bill Schweers Sr.,
should serve to inspire us and strength-
en our resolve to practice what we
preach as lawyers. For that alone, we
owe Bill a debt of gratitude. ■

PHOTO BY LISA WOLFE

Local high school students, along with members of the ACBA Hispanic Attorneys Committee and the Pitt Hispanic
Law Society, prepare to take a tour of the University of Pittsburgh School of Law as part of Latino Law Day.
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Bar Briefs

News and Notes
Joe Kulik has been selected as the

Duquesne University Sociology Distin-
guished Alumnus for 2007.

◆    ◆    ◆
Heather S. Heidelbaugh, a share-

holder at Babst, Calland, Clements and
Zomnir, has been named as a Fellow of
Litigation Counsel of America.

◆    ◆    ◆
Steven B. Silverman, an attorney

with Tucker Arensberg, has been
appointed to serve on the Allegheny
County Civil Service Board.

People on the Move
Richard S. Canciello has become a

non-equity partner with Meyer Dar-
ragh Buckler Bebenek & Eck. Canciel-
lo concentrates his practice on civil lit-
igation defense work.

◆    ◆    ◆
John H. Prorok has been named a

partner with Maiello, Brungo & Maiel-
lo. Prorok represents corporate clients
including regional and national banks,
real estate development companies,
and manufacturing companies.

◆    ◆    ◆
Leonard Fornella has joined Babst,

Calland, Clements and Zomnir as a
shareholder in the firm’s litigation serv-
ices group. His practice focuses on admi-
ralty and maritime law, commercial liti-
gation, and labor and employment law.

◆    ◆    ◆
Eckert Seamans Cherin and Mellott

announced that Jeremy L.S. Samek has
joined the firm as an associate in the
firm’s litigation division. Samek focus-
es his practice on general civil litiga-
tion and commercial litigation matters.

◆    ◆    ◆
Joseph R. Froetschel has joined

Burns, White & Hickton as an associate
in the transportation group. Froetschel
will focus on railroad litigation.

◆    ◆    ◆
Eckert Seamans Cherin and Mellott

announced that Brandon D. Richards
has joined the firm as an associate in the
firm’s business division. Richards focus-
es his practice on employee benefits.

◆    ◆    ◆
Jessica R. Quinn-Horgan announced

the opening of her new law firm, Law
Offices of Jessica Quinn-Horgan, located
in the Diamond Building, 100 Fifth
Avenue, Suite 501, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.
She focuses her practice in the areas of
construction and commercial litigation,
family law and criminal defense.

◆    ◆    ◆
Weltman, Weinberg & Reis Co.

announced that Patricia L. Blais has been
named as the manager of the foreclo-
sure/evictions department for the Pitts-
burgh and Philadelphia offices of WWR.

Changes in Status
Rolf R. Larsen has been disbarred

from the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania
retroactive to Feb. 28, 2003.

◆    ◆    ◆
John A. Lee has been suspended

from the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania for a
period of six months effective April 2. ■

All submissions for “Bar Briefs” or “In Memo-

riam” should be sent to the attention of David

Blaner, ACBA Executive Director, 400 Kop-

pers Building, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh,

Pa., 15219, or e-mailed to dblaner@acba.org.

LeBaron explains cultural
fluency at Kaplan Lecture

PHOTO BY LISA WOLFE

Professor Michelle LeBaron discusses how cultural fluency, when applied
by mediators, helps address power during the 2007 Lawrence W. Kaplan
Lecture in Conflict Resolution, which was held on March 27 at the Omni
William Penn Hotel.
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

C L E  P R O G R A M S

ACBA Registration Information: Register for any of these programs via: Mail: CLE Dept., ACBA, 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Fax 412-261-6438; Phone: 412-402-6613.
PBI Registration Information: MAIL: PBI, 5080 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6903; FAX:
(717) 796-2348; PHONE: (717) 796-0804 or (800) 932-4637; ON THE WEB: www.pbi.org. All PBI CLE
programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association.

BUSINESS LAW
The Ten Things Every Attorney Should (But Probably

Doesn’t) Know About Contract Law
The “hot” topics in contract law that most attorneys never studied in school.

Things that most lawyers have forgotten or may never have learned. 

Credits: 4 substantive, 1 ethics *Must attend entire program to receive the ethics credit • When: Friday, April
27, 2007; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.; registration begins at 8:30 a.m. • Where: Pittsburgh Marriott City
Center, 112 Washington Pl. • Tuition includes course book: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.:
$179; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $159; Nonmember: $199; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $90; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/03: $80. Register with PBI.

CIVIL LITIGATION
Litigating Automobile Accidents

Involving Roadway Defects
Experienced attorneys and expert witnesses lead you through

the handling of a case involving roadway defects. Discussion of cases
that have made it more difficult to sue government entities.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Friday, April 27, 2007; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.; registration begins at
8:30 a.m. • Where: Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, 112 Washington Pl. • Tuition includes course
book: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $189; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $169; Nonmember:
$209; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial
law clerks: $95; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $85. Register with PBI.

EDUCATION LAW
Autism and Education—An Attorney’s Toolbox for
Understanding Diagnosis, Programs & Placement

Attend one or both seminar sessions. Designed for lawyers practicing special education
law or individuals navigating the maze of programs and services available.

Introduction to Special Education (Morning Seminar Session)

Autism and Education (Afternoon Seminar Session)
Credits: 3-6 CLE credits/3 substantive per session • When: Wednesday, May 30, 2007; Morning Seminar
Session (Introduction to Special Education): 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; Afternoon Seminar Session:
(Autism and Education): 1:15 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. • Where: Koppers Building, 9th Fl., 436 Seventh Ave.
• Tuition for BOTH Seminar Sessions includes course book and lunch: Member-Pa., or any co.
bar assn.: $189; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $169; Nonmember: $209; Paralegals attending with an
attorney: $119; Paralegals attending alone: $149; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95; Judges & judicial
law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $85 • Tuition for ONE Seminar Session ONLY, includes course
book and lunch: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $149; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $129; Non-
member: $169; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $75; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $65. Register with PBI.

ESTATES PRACTICE
Estate Law Update—What’s Hot and What’s Not in

Estates Practice This Year
Detailed overview of current developments and how they affect your practice.
Join us for this important program as we keep you abreast of recent changes.

Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Wednesday, May 16, 2007; 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.; registration

and lunch begin at 8:30 a.m. • Where: Koppers Bldg., 9th Fl., 436 Seventh Ave. • Tuition includes
course book: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $219; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $199; Nonmem-
ber: $239; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judi-
cial law clerks: $110; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $100. Register with PBI.

ETHICS
Fiduciary Ethics

Credits: 1 substantive, 1 ethics. In order to receive the ethics portion of the program, you MUST attend the
ENTIRE program. • When: Wednesday, May 9, 2007; registration begins at 8:30 a.m.; the program
will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. • Where: ACBA Conference Center Auditorium, 920 City-
County Building. Cost: $50 for ACBA members, $60 for non-ACBA members and $25 for no CLE
credit or non-lawyers. Register with ACBA.

FAMILY LAW
Sophisticated Issues for Family Lawyers

Hear from professionals and practitioners, as well as the judicial perspective on
thought provoking topics. Gain insight into challenging concepts.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Tuesday, May 15, 2007; 12:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.; registration and lunch
begin at 12:00 noon • Where: Koppers Bldg., 9th Fl., 436 Seventh Ave. • Tuition includes course
book and lunch: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $219; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $199; Non-
member: $239; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $110; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $100. Register with PBI.

FEDERAL COURT
3rd Circuit Review of Cases

Credits: 2 substantive • When: Tuesday, May 15, 2007; registration begins at 2:00 p.m.; the program
will be held from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. A reception will begin at 4:30 p.m. • Where: U.S. Post Office
and Courthouse, Seventh Avenue and Grant Street, Court 6A • Cost: $105 for Federal Court Section
members, $115 for non-section members, $140 for non-ACBA members and $95 for no CLE credit or
non-lawyers. Register with ACBA.

LABOR LAW
National Labor Relations Board Case Update

Credits: 1 substantive • When: Tuesday, May 15, 2007; registration and Lunch begin at 11:30 a.m.;
the program will be held from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. • Where: ACBA Conference Center Audito-
rium, 920 City-County Building • Cost: $25 for Labor and Employment Law Section members, $35
for non-section members, $45 for non-ACBA members and $13 for non-lawyers or no CLE credit. To
register, please mail payment with registration to Danielle at: ACBA, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Sev-
enth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. Register with ACBA.

MUNICIPAL LAW
Trends in Municipal Finance

Course and manual have practical orientation that is geared toward school and
municipal solicitors and lenders’ counsel.

Credits: 6 substantive • When: Friday, May 11, 2007; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; registration begins at
8:00 a.m. • Where: Koppers Bldg., 9th Fl., 436 Seventh Ave. • Tuition includes course book:
Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $249; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $229; Nonmember: $269;
Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law
clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $115. Register with PBI.

REAL ESTATE PRACTICE
Understanding Easements in Pennsylvania—The Law,

the Strategy and the Practical Answers
Examine private and public easements, both in residential and commercial

transactions. Practical tools and the legal knowledge you need to deal with these
sometimes complex issues.

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Monday, April 30, 2007; 12:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; registration and lunch
begin at 12:00 noon • Where: Koppers Building, 9th Fl., 436 Seventh Ave. • Tuition includes course
book and lunch: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $179; Member admitted after 1/1/03: $159; Non-
member: $199; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges &
judicial law clerks: $90; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/03: $80. Register with PBI.

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate Transactions: Bankruptcy and Title Issues

Credits: 1 substantive • When: Thursday, May 10, 2007; registration begins at 11:30 a.m.; the pro-
gram will be held from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. • Where: ACBA Conference Center Auditorium, 920
City-County Building • Cost: $25 for Real Property Section members, $35 for non-section members,
$45 for non-ACBA members and $15 for no CLE credit or non-lawyers. Register with ACBA.

TAXATION
Representing Your Client With the IRS—Appeals,

Audits, Collections and Offers in Compromise
New PBI program to help tax and estate practitioners to better

deal with IRS. Procedures for dealing with alternative dispute resolutions
will also be explored. A must attend!

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Monday, April 30, 2007; 12:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; registration and
lunch begin at 12:00 noon • Where: Live via Videoconference - Koppers Building, 9th Fl., 436 Sev-
enth Ave. • Tuition includes course book and lunch: Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn.: $189;
Member admitted after 1/1/03: $169; Nonmember: $209; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99;
Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $95; Judges & judicial law clerks admit-
ted after 1/1/03: $85. Register with PBI.

President Judge Emeritus
Joseph A. Del Sole (ret.)

Judge Del Sole’s experience as a trial attorney, trial judge, Calendar Con-

trol Judge and Superior Court Judge, provides unique insight for resolv-

ing civil disputes. As a trial judge, he presided over numerous jury and

non-jury trials and settlement conferences. As an appellate court judge, he

has reviewed and authored decisions on thousands of verdicts. He is

available to provide mediation, arbitration and case evaluation

services throughout Pennsylvania.

Of Counsel

Del Sole Cavanaugh Stroyd LLC • The Waterfront Building

200 First Avenue, Suite 300 • Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222

Telephone: 412-261-2393  • Fax: 412-261-2110  • jdelsole@dscslaw.com • www.dscslaw.com
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committee had been waiting for an
appropriate occasion to bestow the sec-
ond award on a worthy candidate. The
award recognizes an individual for a
lifetime commitment to the rule of law
and public service.

The perfect occasion occurred when
Alito was confirmed to replace O’Con-
nor as the nation’s 110th Supreme
Court justice. He began serving on the
high court in early 2006.

Alito served on the Court of Appeals
from 1990 until he took the bench in the
Supreme Court.

“Carol would be thrilled that a for-
mer member of her court had received
the award,’’ said Mansmann. “She
enjoyed the interaction with the
lawyers during oral arguments on the
Third Circuit and in the trials, hearings
and arguments on the District Court.”

“In addition, she enjoyed the inter-
action with her colleagues on the
bench, especially on the Third Circuit,
where there was joint decision mak-
ing,’’ added Mansmann. “As a people
person, those interactions were impor-
tant to her. Carol also realized the
responsibility she had to the litigants to
make certain their cases were heard
and decided fairly and quickly.’’

Guest speakers during the event
included Third Circuit Judge
Maryanne Trump Barry; Third Circuit
Chief Judge Anthony Scirica; Carter
Phillips, partner in the Washington,
D.C. office of Sidley Austin; and Alito’s
wife, Martha-Ann.

Scirica quoted the Newark Star-
Ledger, calling Alito “the Bruce
Springsteen of the legal world.’’ He
also noted that in 15 years, Alito
authored 245 precedential opinions and
945 non-precedential opinions.

Those in attendance got to view sev-
eral films, including one showing
Gormley talking to Supreme Court
Chief Justice John Roberts about Alito;
a second showing Michael Chertoff,
U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security,
giving remarks about Alito; and a third
depicting Mansmann’s career. The 20-
minute film about Mansmann, which
included photos provided by her chil-
dren and clips of her giving commence-
ment addresses, brought about an emo-
tional response among participants.

“The event was an important
reminder for all of us that our Democ-
ratic system only works because of
people like Carol and Justice Alito who
devoted themselves way beyond the
ordinary number of hours that one typ-
ically gives to his or her career,’’ said
Gormley. “It pleased me to see so many
law students in attendance because it’s
important for them to set lofty, noble
goals. Seeing someone like Justice
Alito and hearing what decisions in his
life led to his success serves as an
inspiration and will shape the next gen-
eration of legal professionals.’’

Gormley considered himself fortu-
nate to have met Mansmann when he
was working with her husband at the
firm of Cindrich & Titus. He said it was
like talking to a good friend from the
day he first met her.

“I remember having hot chocolate
with her later and talking about my
decision to come to Duquesne to
teach,’’ said Gormley. “She will always
be a role model for me and I’m sure
most of the local legal community feels
that way.’’

After Mansmann graduated from the
Duquesne University School of Law,
she worked in the appeals division of
the district attorney’s office from 1968
to 1972 and became the first female
prosecutor in Allegheny County to try a
first-degree murder case.

Mansmann, the youngest woman to
argue before the U.S. Supreme Court in
April 1970, worked as a special assis-
tant attorney general from 1974 to 1979,
while maintaining a private practice
with McVerry Baxter & Mansmann.

She served as an associate professor
of law at Duquesne University from
1974 to 1983 and was an adjunct law
professor from 1987 to 1994. She was
sworn in as a federal judge serving the

ALITO continued from cover page
Western District of Pennsylvania in
1982 and began serving on the Court of
Appeals three years later.

Third Circuit Judge D. Brooks Smith
was among the dignitaries in attendance
on the Duquesne campus when Alito
received the award. In 1988, he filled
the seat that was vacated by Mansmann
on the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania.

“She took me under her wing more
than any other federal judge could have
because it was her vacancy,’’ recalled
Smith. “She was very encouraging to
me and we became friends.’’

Smith describes Alito as a quiet and
unassuming individual with a keen
sense of humor. They served together
on the Third Circuit from September
2002 until January 2006.

“He was an interesting person to sit
with during oral arguments because he
always asked hypothetical questions in a
way that would raise issues that weren’t
previously mentioned,’’ said Smith. “He
is extraordinarily intelligent.’’

After graduating from Yale Law
School in 1975, Alito served as a law
clerk for Leonard Garth of the Third
Circuit until 1977 when he became
assistant U.S. attorney for the District
of New Jersey. From 1981 to 1985, he
was an assistant to Solicitor General
Rex E. Lee and from 1985 until 1987,
he served as deputy assistant to Attor-
ney General Edwin Meese.

Alito was the U.S. Attorney for New
Jersey from 1987 until 1990, when he
began serving as a judge on the Court
of Appeals. He also served as an
adjunct professor of law at Seton Hall
University School of Law in Newark,
N.J., from 1999 to 2004. ■

adjudication of a dispute in a certain
locality.” Quackenbush v. Allstate Ins.
Co., 517 U.S. 706, 723 (1996).

The court additionally pointed out
that the common-law doctrine of forum
non conveniens “has continuing appli-
cation [in federal courts] only in cases
where the alternative forum is abroad,”
American Dredging, 510 U.S., at 449
and sometimes in rare instances where
a state or territorial court serves litiga-
tional convenience best. The court
noted that a defendant invoking forum
non conveniens ordinarily bears a
heavy burden in opposing the plain-
tiff ’s chosen forum. However, when the
plaintiff ’s choice is not its home forum,
the presumption in the plaintiff ’s favor
“applies with less force,” for the
assumption that the chosen forum is
appropriate is in such cases “less rea-
sonable.” Piper Aircraft Co. v. Reyno,
454 U.S. 235, 255-256 (1981).

The issue presented in the case at
hand called from the court to determine
whether a court may dispose of an
action by a forum non conveniens dis-
missal before establishing its own juris-
diction. The court elicited that forum
non conveniens is a nonmerits ground
for dismissal, wherein a district court
may dispose of an action by such, there-
by bypassing questions of subject mat-
ter and personal jurisdiction when con-
siderations of convenience, fairness,
and judicial economy so warrant. The
court found that the critical determina-
tion that renders a forum non conve-
niens determination a nonmerits issue
that could be determined before taking
up jurisdiction was that resolving such
a motion does not entail any assumption
by the court of substantive law declar-
ing power. Ruhrgas AG v. Marathon Oil
Co., 526 U.S. 574, 584-585 (1999).

One of the Third Circuit’s main con-
cerns in Sinochem was that a court fail-
ing first to establish its jurisdiction
could not condition a forum non conve-
niens dismissal on the defendant’s
waiver of any statute of limitations
defense or objection to the foreign
forum’s jurisdiction. Further, if a dis-
missal was unable to be conditioned,
the court feared that a court could not
shield the plaintiff against a foreign tri-
bunal’s refusal to entertain the suit.
However, the Supreme Court pointed

PLEA continued from page 2

out that in the case at hand the respon-
dent faced no genuine risk that the
more convenient forum would not take
the case, as proceedings to resolve the
issue were already underway in China.
Jurisdiction of the court in China was
already raised, determined and
affirmed, thereby raising no need for
the Supreme Court to decide whether a
court conditioning a forum non conve-
niens dismissal on the waiver of juris-
dictional or limitations defenses in the
foreign forum must first determine its
own authority to adjudicate the case.

In conclusion, the Supreme Court
found the case at hand to be a textbook
case for immediate forum non conve-
niens dismissal. Discovery concerning
personal jurisdiction would have bur-
dened the Petitioner with a great
expense and delay. The court opined
that judicial economy would have not
been served by continuing litigation in
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
given the proceedings that were
already taking place in China. The
court concluded by setting forth that in
cases where subject-matter or personal
jurisdiction is difficult to determine,
and forum non conveniens considera-
tions weigh heavily in favor of dis-
missal, the court properly takes the
less burdensome course. ■

arate counties, then the various factors
to be considered for consolidation pur-
poses would have militated against
consolidation. The court noted that
these are two different actions involv-
ing different theories of liability, thus
there is no common question of fact.
The court recognized the possibility of
inconsistent verdicts, resulting in Kalk-
er being paid twice for the injuries or
not being paid at all, but compared
such a situation to where a similar sce-
nario finds one defendant settling and
the other going to trial. The court then
affirmed the trial court’s order. ■
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cational programs offered. Additional-
ly the committee tries to add new and
different things to the conference each
year so that nothing gets stale.”

Only ACBA members, justices,
judges, and specifically invited court
personnel may attend the entire con-
ference. Guests may register for Friday
night and Saturday. Guest registration
includes the Friday evening reception
and entertainment as well as Satur-
day’s breakfast.

The discounted conference registra-
tion fee, which must be received by the
ACBA no later than May 18, is $240 for the
entire Bench-Bar Conference. The regu-
lar fee for the entire conference is $270.
The final registration deadline is June 1.
The guest registration fee will be $95.

The registration fee includes all
education programs, meals and enter-
tainment. This fee does not include
hotel accommodations or any registra-
tion fees for athletic events.

ACBA members will be receiving
registration packets in the mail in
late April.

“Some people say Memorial Day is
the beginning of summer, but for me,
the beginning of summer is Bench-Bar,”
said Pagac. “Come out and join us and
start your summer on a good note.” ■

Sinatra by musician Guy Matone.
The final day of the Bench-Bar Confer-

ence, Saturday, June 16, will begin with a
country breakfast buffet. The breakfast
will be followed by Pagac’s closing
remarks and a door prize drawing.

“The ACBA’s Bench-Bar Conference
is one of those events which has made
the ACBA stand out and has led to the
collegiality and camaraderie enjoyed
by the members of our bar associa-
tion,” said Dorie Schnippert, the bar’s
director of membership and continuing
legal education. “With one extremely
reasonable registration fee covering all
meals, entertainment, refreshments
and up to eight hours of CLE, there’s no
other event that offers more value for
the money. The Bench-Bar Conference
Committee works very hard to ensure
there is something for everyone, which
is evidenced by the wide array of edu-

BENCH-BAR continued from page 12

Hardiman became a partner at Reed
Smith in 1999 and served in that capacity
until being appointed to the federal bench.

Gregory Jordan, managing partner at
Reed Smith, recruited Hardiman to work
at the firm and is proud of his success.

“As a partner at Reed Smith, Tom
was smart, dedicated and focused and
these are the same traits he brings to
the court,’’ said Jordan. “I am proud to
count him as a friend and it’s nice to
see such a good person do so well.’’

Art Stroyd, a former partner at Reed
Smith, started his own career by serv-
ing as a law clerk for Judge Joe Weis on
the Court of Appeals for the Third Cir-
cuit and since then, he has always fol-
lowed the nominations for vacancies
very closely.

“As one of his former partners at
Reed Smith, as the president of the
Academy of Trial Lawyers where he was
a fellow and as a lawyer who has prac-
ticed before him, I can say without hesi-
tation that few men or women have been
chosen to occupy a seat on the court who
are better suited to the job,’’ said Stroyd,
who is now a partner at Del Sole
Cavanaugh Stroyd. “He has a rare blend
of scholarship, judicial temperament,
strong work ethic and integrity to make
him the quintessential appellate judge.”

“As a judge on the district court,
Tom quickly established himself as a
judge who moves his cases with a firm,
but gentle, hand, is diligent in his work
but patient in dealing with the parties,
has the integrity to look beyond his own
beliefs to make impartial decisions and
has the temperament that promotes the
dignity of the judicial system.’’ ■

HARDIMAN continued from page 13

Lawyers’ Mart

EXPERT WITNESS
ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, FORENSIC ENGINEERING. Ira
S. Kuperstein, Ph.D., P.E. Extensive experience. (412) 318-4253.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412) 921-4046.
Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com

TOXICOLOGY
Clinical Toxicologist, Biomedical Scientist, Expert Witness, sev-
eral years experience of court testimonies. www.drknrao.com
412-849-1292 (cell); 412-833-4643 (home).

For Lawyers’ Mart rate information call Peggy Lewis at 412-261-6255.

APPRAISALS
ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 1990.
Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

GILMORE AUCTION GALLERIES—Estate appraisals. Com-
plete auction service. (724) 684-4666. James R. Gilmore.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced in
Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil & Criminal
Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.—20 yrs. of forensic econom-
ics & vocational eval. expertise in one report. 412-415-1136.
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