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Pro Bono fundraiser raises over
$5,000 for Pro Bono Center
By Erin Rhodes

The Allegheny County Bar Founda-
tion’s Pro Bono Center held its
first annual fundraiser at the

Hard Rock Café on Nov. 17. The event
packed the Hard Rock Café with over
230 guests and featured live music
from local Beatles tribute band Get
Back. The evening’s activities included
three sets of Beatles music, an eclectic
silent auction, and plenty of dancing.
One lucky ACBA member even got the
chance to sing with the band: Kenny
Steinberg of Steidl & Steinberg belted
out “I Wanna Hold Your Hand” while
the crowd sang along.

The theme of the evening was the
40th anniversary of the release of “Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.”
The fundraiser was born of an idea
Foundation Director Lorrie Albert had
in the spring of 2007.

“We decided to try something differ-
ent, a fundraising event where people
could just come in casual attire and
have fun,” Albert said. “It was a big hit,
with well over 200 people showing up
to listen (and dance) to Beatles music
and support our Pro Bono program.”

The fundraiser raised over $5,000
for the Pro Bono Center. Launched in
2005, the Center’s mission is to provide
well-trained attorney volunteers to
help meet the legal needs of low-
income residents in Allegheny County.
The Pro Bono Center works to connect
the members of the bar association
with the center’s 24 ACBA/ACBF proj-
ects and member organizations.

The evening’s featured band, Get
Back, played for over three hours while
many guests, some of whom were clad in

60s attire, danced and sang along. Get
Back has been performing locally for
several years. The band plays frequently
at Cefalo’s Night Club and Restaurant in
Carnegie, and the band’s ability to dupli-
cate the Beatles’ sound has made them a
favorite among Beatles aficionados.

In addition to the sounds of Get
Back, the fundraiser featured a silent
auction assembled with the help of vol-

unteers from the Pittsburgh Paralegal
Association. With items ranging from
sporting event tickets to professional
photography sessions, the silent auc-

tion played a large role in the evening’s
success. The majority of silent auction
items were donated by local business-
es, but some bar members donated to
the auction as well.

For more information on the Pro Bono
Center, contact Pro Bono Coordinator
Barbara Griffin at 412-402-6677 or bgrif-
fin@acba.org. You can also visit the
foundation website at www.acbf.org. ■
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NPro Bono Rocks co-planner Ashley Thomson,

ACBF Director Lorrie K. Albert and co-planner Erin Rhodes.

Valerie Yauch, Jay Blechman,
Maggie Stevens and
Mark Vuono.

The crowd enjoys the festivities.

The fundraiser featured live music from
local Beatles tribute band Get Back.

Michelle Tomei and Kim Brown.

Fifth Beatle Contest winner Ken Steinberg (left) sings
“I Wanna Hold Your Hand” with Get Back.
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■ The LJ editorial policy can be found
online at www.acba.org.

■ Information published in the LJ may not
be republished, resold, recorded, or used in
any manner, in whole or in part, without the
permission of the publishers.

Letters to the Editor: The LJ welcomes letters
to the Editor. Letters should be addressed to:
Jennifer A. Pulice, Editor
Lawyers Journal
400 Koppers Building
436 Seventh Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

All letters must include signature, address, and phone

number. All letters are subject to editing. We regret
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We will not return letters.
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GENDER BIAS DUTY OFFICERS

If you have observed or experienced any form
of gender bias, you may contact one of the fol-
lowing members of the Gender Bias Subcom-
mittee of the Women in the Law Division. The
duty officers will keep your report confidential
and will discuss with you actions available
through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown ................412-394-2323
Rhoda Neft..........................412-261-2753
Susan Seitz ..........................412-544-7882

ETHICS HOTLINE

The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available
Committee Members to answer ethical
questions by telephone on a daily basis.

December
Andrea Geraghty ................412-261-7070
Michael M. Lyons ..............412-392-2070
Martin W. Sheerer ..............412-781-3100

January
Thomas Hollander ............412-922-8499
Jack W. Plowman ................412-563-4500
James R. Schadel................412-765-3399
Richard E. Shenkan............724-652-0800

Attorneys Against Hunger
Spotlight:

On Saturday, Nov. 17, the Alleghe-
ny County Bar Foundation
kicked off its Attorneys Against

Hunger campaign with an outreach
event at the Hunger Services of the
Urban League of Pittsburgh. Over 25
attorneys volunteered at the event
which was sponsored by the ACBA’s
Young Lawyers Division. From 8 a.m.
to 12 p.m., volunteers assisted with the
distribution of ingredients for a
Thanksgiving meal to families in need.
AAH volunteers represented one of the

largest volunteer groups at the event,
which included Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts
and other local organizations.

In addition to the food items, free
health screenings and cholesterol and
blood pressure checks were available to
those in need. Gift vouchers to Giant
Eagle were distributed, and individuals
had the chance to win crock pots
through several raffles. The crock pots
were so popular that one of the attorney
volunteers purchased approximately
ten more crock pots at Macy’s using her

own money. Another attorney brought
his two sons whose energetic helpful-
ness added a whole new dynamic. It
was these examples of good will that
made the kickoff event such a success.

The foundation applauds the Hunger
Services of the Urban League of Pitts-
burgh for its unwavering work on behalf
of the less fortunate in our community.

If you are interested in volunteering
at a future AAH outreach event, please
contact Erin Rhodes at 412-402-6641 or
erhodes@acba.org. ■

Attorneys Greg Unatin, left, of Meyers Kenrick Giuffre & Evans, and Melanie Jones, of Dinsmore & Shohl,
distribute food at the AAH kickoff event.

■ Hunger Services of the Urban League of Pittsburgh

Order your2007
Allegheny County
Bar Association

Legal
Directory

today!
Call 412-402-6614 for details.
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When the votes were counted, the local and
state judiciary remained solid, experienced
By Tom Loftus

For the first time in years, the judi-
cial merit retention election and
the judicial elections created

increased interest among voters, the
media, and the legal community. One
reason was that there were several
openings in the higher courts. Another
reason was that a call from a reform
group to oust all judges prompted the
legal community to ensure voters
received correct information.

By late evening on November 6, it
was apparent that all judges up for
retention in Allegheny County and West-
ern Pennsylvania would be retained. In
fact, 66 of the 67 judges in the state up
for merit retention prevailed.

“The Judicial Merit Selection Com-
mittee did an outstanding job of getting
the word out to the public so that voters
had as much information as possible
about the qualifications of the judges
who the bar association recommended
for retention,” said Ken Gormley,
Allegheny County Bar Association
President. “With the help of many vol-
unteers, including members of the
Young Lawyers Division and the Acad-

emy of Trial Lawyers, there was an
unprecedented grassroots effort to
educate the public about the qualifica-
tions of the judges we recommended
for merit retention.”

This year the Judicial Merit Selec-
tion Committee of the Allegheny Coun-
ty Bar Association conducted a voters’
judicial education program that includ-
ed press releases, articles and op-eds,
an attractive website featuring all of
the local recommended judges up for
retention and candidates for open judi-
cial positions, newspaper ads, and a
voter’s slate card that was handed out
at the voting sites.

According to Bob Racunas, Chair of
the Judicial Merit Selection Committee,
“The most positive result of the elec-
tions was that all of the judges whom
the Allegheny County Bar Association
recommended for retention were, in
fact, retained. The purpose of the merit
retention election was much more pub-
licized than in past elections, and I
believe the recommendations of our bar
members did have an impact when the
votes were cast by our citizens.”

The local judges who won merit
retention were Judge Joseph M. James,

Judge Lester G. Nauhaus and Judge
Terry O’Brien for the Allegheny Coun-
ty Court of Common Pleas; Judge
Bernard L. McGinley for Common-
wealth Court; and Judge Joan Orie
Melvin and Judge John L. Musmanno
for PA Superior Court.

In addition, the following judges out-
side Allegheny County who were also
recommended by the bar association
and the PBA and won retention were:
Judge Bonnie B. Leadbetter and Judge
Doris A. Smith-Ribner for Common-
wealth Court; Judge Correale F. Stevens
for Superior Court; and Justice Thomas
Saylor for Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

By mid-morning on November 7, the
last of the judicial races had been
decided. Four candidates won seats on
the Allegheny County Court of Com-
mon Pleas, and the PA Superior Court
and the PA Supreme Court had several
new justices, with four out of the five
appellate judges coming from Alleghe-
ny County.

Judge Michael McCarthy and Judge
Cathleen Bubash, who were appointed
judges this year, were elected to contin-
ue serving on the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas. Kelly E.

Bigley and Jack McVay will take the
bench in January.

Judge Debra Todd of the PA Superi-
or Court was elected to the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania along with PA
Superior Court Judge Seamus McCaf-
fery of Philadelphia.

The three new members of the PA
Superior Court are all from Allegheny
County. They are: Judge Cheryl Lynn
Allen, who moves from the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas, and
attorneys Christine Donohue and Jack-
ie Shogan.

The results of the election creates
one opening on the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas to fill Judge
Allen’s position, and two positions on
the PA Superior Court to fill Judge
Todd’s position and Judge Seamus
McCaffery’s position.

According to Ken Gormley, the vot-
ers should receive a lot of credit.

“It was heartening to see the voters
of Allegheny County fully demonstrate
the responsibility entrusted in them by
ensuring that judges were considered
based on their qualifications and per-
formance rather than by extraneous
political issues.” ■

Court defines employment loss for
purposes of the WARN Act
By Maria Greco Danaher

The Worker Adjustment and
Retraining Notification (WARN)
Act states, in part, that employers

must provide written notice to employ-
ees 60 days before a plant shutdown
causes loss of employment. The Fourth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals recently
addressed an unusual situation in
which, after providing notice at the
time of plant shutdown, the employer
continued to pay full wages and bene-
fits to all but 22 of the plants employ-
ees, and only stopped paying those 22
when they began full-time employment
with another employer. Those 22
employees then brought a lawsuit,
arguing that the employer violated the
WARN Act and should have continued
to pay their wages and benefits

throughout the 60-day period. The
lower court dismissed the case, and the
Fourth Circuit affirmed the decision,
holding that the employer did not vio-
late the WARN Act because no employ-
ee suffered an employment loss as a
result of the plant shutdown. Long v.
Dunlop Sports Group Americas, Fourth
Circ., No. 06-2143, Oct. 29, 2007.

Dunlop Sports Group Americas, Inc.
and Westminster Manufacturing, LLC
(together, Dunlop) operated a golf ball
manufacturing plant in Westminster,
South Carolina, which employed
approximately 350 people. On Oct. 31,
2005, the employees were informed
that the company had ceased opera-
tions as of that day, and was selling the
plant. Employees were informed, in
writing, that their employment would
continue until the earlier of Dec. 31,

2005, or the date on which they accept-
ed employment with the successor
company. While the employees would
not be required to report to the facility
for active work, they would be paid
wages as if working full-time and
would continue to be eligible for bene-
fits as long as they were employed by
Dunlop. In November, the successor
company/plant purchaser hired the 22
employees who later sued Dunlop.
Those employees argued that Dunlop
should have continued to pay the
agreed-upon wages and benefits to
them until Dec. 31, 2005. The lower
court disagreed, finding that Dunlop
was not liable for those wages and ben-
efits, because the company had not vio-
lated the WARN Act.

When a company fails to provide
sufficient written notice before a plant

closure or mass layoff under the WARN
Act, affected employees can sue to
recover unpaid wages and other bene-
fits for each day of violation. Under the
terms of WARN, an employer that vio-
lates the act may not reduce its liabili-
ty by any wages earned by the employ-
ee from a new employer. Therefore, if
Dunlop violated the act, it would not be
able to set off its liability for damages
by pointing to the fact that the 22
employees had been paid by the suc-
cessor company.

The Fourth Circuit affirmed the
lower court’s decision that Dunlop had
not violated the WARN Act. The 22
employees contended that because
Dunlop had not advised them of the
plant closure a full 60 days before that
closure, the company was in technical

Continued on page 7
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U.S. lawyers urge Pakistani officials to
restore country’s judicial independence
By Tracy Carbasho and

Jennifer Pulice

Lawyers throughout the United
States recently expressed soli-
darity in urging Pakistani offi-

cials to restore the country’s judicial
independence.

“We have witnessed a brutal attack
on the rule of law,’’ said American Bar
Association President William Neukom.
“We are here because we cannot forget
the images of hundreds of our brave col-
leagues assaulted in the streets, carried
off in police trucks and fenced in by
barbed wire and concrete barricades.’’

The ABA organized a silent protest
and march at the Library of Congress
in Washington, D.C. on Nov. 14. An esti-
mated 600 to 700 lawyers dressed in
black marched near the U.S Supreme
Court to express their demand for an
end to martial law in Pakistan.

A spokesman in the media relations
department at the ABA could not deter-
mine whether any of the participating
lawyers were from Pittsburgh.

Art Stroyd, a former president of the
Allegheny County Bar Association, did
not attend the solidarity event. Howev-
er, he offered his personal thoughts on
the crisis taking place in Pakistan.

“Like most lawyers in the United
States, I was struck by the compelling
photographs of Pakistani lawyers stand-
ing up against physical violence to pro-
tect their courts from undue political
influence,’’ said Stroyd, a partner at Del

Sole Cavanaugh Stroyd. “These are
brave lawyers who are committed to the
rule of law and who can teach us in the
United States a lesson about the impor-
tance of keeping our courts free from
the pressures of politics.

“Unfortunately, our courts are not
immune from some of those same polit-
ical pressures and many political fac-
tions in our country would like to see
American judges more ‘answerable’ to
political forces,’’ added Stroyd. “The
wisdom of the drafters of our Constitu-
tion in structuring the Judicial Branch
as a separate and equal branch of gov-
ernment has been proven time and time
again over the years and was drama-
tized by those newsreels of Pakistani
lawyers being forced to fight to keep
their judiciary independent. Those
lawyers deserve our respect for being
willing to go to such extremes to pre-
serve the underpinnings of a judicial
system that so many Americans take for
granted and even talk about changing.’’

The November rally was one of many
held throughout the United States in the
aftermath of action taken by General
Pervez Musharraf, president of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Mushar-
raf has suspended the nation’s Constitu-
tion, arrested seven Supreme Court
justices and detained thousands of
Pakistani lawyers and judges.

“Pakistan’s lawyers refused to
accept this,’’ said Neukom. “They
headed to court knowing that instead of
meeting their clients, they would meet

policemen with batons and teargas.’’
The ABA has called upon Musharraf

to restore the country’s Constitution,
reinstate the Supreme Court justices
and free the judicial officials and
lawyers who have been detained.

In a letter to Musharraf dated Nov.
6, Neukom states the ABA is gravely
concerned at the indefinite state of
emergency that was declared in Pak-
istan on Nov. 3.

“The ABA is an independent, non-
governmental organization represent-
ing more than 413,000 members world-
wide. It regards the rule of law as the
cornerstone of a free and fair society,’’
Neukom says in the letter. “While the
ABA appreciates the serious challenges
your government currently faces, it is
in such situations that adherence to the
rule of law is most important. Indeed,
judicial independence may be the most
important element of the rule of law to
preserve in trying times as it ensures
the legitimacy of government action in
response to difficult circumstances.’’

Neukom points out that judicial inde-
pendence and human rights are viewed
as being indispensable to the just rule
of law by the Constitution of Pakistan
and numerous international human
rights doctrines, including the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the UN Basic Prin-
ciples of Independence of the Judiciary.

“Without an impartial judiciary, gov-
ernmental claims of commitment to the

rule of law, such as you made when
declaring the state of emergency, ring
hollow,’’ Neukom tells Musharraf in the
letter. “Disbanding the Supreme Court
and arresting lawyers and human
rights advocates undermine popular
support for the government.

“The ABA therefore respectfully
urges you to restore judicial independ-
ence in Pakistan, to heed the rulings of
the Supreme Court and other judicial
authorities and to leave lawyers and
human rights advocates free to do their
vital work in defense of the rule of law.’’

In addition, the ABA passed a reso-
lution condemning President Mushar-
raf ’s actions of detaining eight mem-
bers of the Pakistan Supreme Court
and arresting more than 1,500 Pak-
istani lawyers.

At a November meeting of the ACBA
Board of Governors, the board made
and passed a motion that, “The Board of
Governors supports the American Bar
Association’s position of condemning
President Musharraf ’s actions of
detaining eight members of the Pak-
istan Supreme Court and arresting
more than 1,500 Pakistani lawyers, and
supporting the position of the ABA to
call on all governments, bar associa-
tions, and other civil society organiza-
tions to support the rule of law, by using
every peaceful, legal means to persuade
President Musharraf to restore justice
to the people of Pakistan.”

The ABA’s website at www.abanet.org

YOUR PRACTICE HAS GROWN…
SO HAVE YOUR CLIENTS’ NEEDS

Fox Rothschild LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

CONSIDER JOINING FOX ROTHSCHILD.

Bob Whitehill did.  A well-known and highly
regarded immigration attorney, Bob has built
his practice exclusively on immigration and
nationality law for more than two decades.
He joined Fox Rothschild, expanding from a
boutique practice to a national platform to
ensure that his clients had the access to a
wide range of services.  Bob also had an
opportunity to expand his career with
leadership roles, and he now serves as 
chair of Fox’s Immigration Practice Group.  
A bigger platform and a better role – Fox 
was Bob’s perfect match.  

At Fox Rothschild, you'll have a network of
400 attorneys across 40 practice areas in 
14 offices coast to coast.  For 100 years,
Fox Rothschild has been helping clients -
and attorneys just like you - achieve success.
Fox Rothschild: make it your next smart
business move.

For more information, contact Jay D.
Marinstein, Office Managing Partner,
Pittsburgh Office at 412.391.1334.

California    Delaware Florida    Nevada    New Jersey    New York    Pennsylvania

A Pennsylvania Limited Liability Partnership

www.foxrothschild.com

IT’S TIME TO OFFER COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE

Let Our Experience Be Your Guide®

Continued on page 7
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ACBA recognizes Diamond and Golden practitioners
By Ashley Thomson and

Jennifer Pulice

On Nov. 27, the Allegheny County
Bar Association hosted the 50/60
Practitioners Ceremony to honor

attorneys and judges who have prac-
ticed law for at least 50-60 years.

More than 200 family members,
friends and colleagues packed the
standing room only Duquesne Club to
witness the event.

The event began with welcoming
remarks from ACBA President Gormley,
followed by remarks from 50-year hon-
orees David J. Armstrong, Hon. Living-
stone M. Johnson, and Diane D. Nedved.

Members who were honored for 50
years of practice (1957–2007) were
David J. Armstrong, Ray W. Brown,
Hon. Maurice B. Cohill, Jr., Carl B.

Frankel, Harold A. Gold, Charles M.
Grimstad, Hon. Livingstone M. Johnson,
Rita Kelly, Frank J. Kernan, Alfred E.
Lawson, Thomas A. Lazaroff, Thomas A.
Livingston, W. Reid Lowe, Joseph M.
Maurizi, Carl F. Meyer, Diane D.
Nedved, James F. O’Day, Samuel Oppen-
heim, Alexander J. Pentecost, Arnold V.
Plum, Robert F. Pugliese, Charles J.
Queenan, Melvin Schwartz, Hon.
William L. Standish, Charles R. Volk,
John A. Vuono, Guy L. Warman, and S.
Wayne Whitehead.

Members who were honored for 60
years of practice (1947–2007) were Hon.
Ruggero J. Aldisert, Gay B. Banes,
William F. Cercone, William J. Copeland,
Frederick N. Egler, Edward A. Grupp,
Harvey A. Miller, and Gerald Ziskind.

The following are some of the vari-
ous practitioners’ thoughts on the prac-

tice of law, taken from the 50/60 Practi-
tioners Ceremony program book.

Honorable Livingstone M. Johnson
noted, “A lawyer’s greatest mission is
to work with one’s colleagues at the
bar and on the bench, to preserve the
Constitution of these United States of
America, all the while maintaining
the ethics, civility, professionalism
and legal excellence the practice of
law demands.”

“I take pride in having spent my

legal career, as a lawyer and a judge,
fighting to support efforts to bring
about justice, fairness and egalitarian-
ism within the profession for all per-
sons,” said Johnson. “I take pride in the
fact that I was deeply involved in the
civil rights struggle.”

Alfred E. (Al) Lawson said, “The
practice of law in the past 50 years has
changed for the better in providing
greater access to the legal system for

You should carefully consider the fund’s investment goals, risks, fees and expenses. You’ll find this 
and other important information in the prospectus, which you should read carefully before investing. 

To obtain a prospectus, please call us at 
(866)688-8775 or visit fortpittcapital.com

Mutual Fund investing involves risk. Principal loss is possible.
© 2007 Morningstar, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The information contained herein: (1) is proprietary to Morningstar and/or its content providers; 2) may not 
be copied or distributed; and (3) is not warranted to be accurate, complete or timely. Neither Morningstar nor its content providers are responsible for any
damages or losses arising from any use of this information. Past performance is no guarantee of future results.
For each fund with at least a three-year history, Morningstar calculates a Morningstar Rating™ based on a Morningstar Risk-Adjusted Return measure 
that accounts for variation in a fund’s monthly performance (including the effects of sales charges, loads, and redemption fees), placing more emphasis on
downward variations and rewarding consistent performance. The top 10% of funds in each category receive 5 stars, the next 22.5% receive 4 stars, the
next 35% receive 3 stars, the next 22.5% receive 2 stars and the bottom 10% receive 1 star. (Each share class is counted as a fraction of one fund within
this scale and rated separately, which may cause slight variations in the distribution percentages.) As of August 31, 2007, the fund received a 4-star
Morningstar RatingTM among 1618 Large Cap Blend Funds for the three-year period. The fund received a 5-star Morningstar RatingTM among 1274 Large
Cap Blend Funds for the five-year period. Past performance is not guarantee of future results. Quasar Distributors, LLC, Distributor. (08/07)

The Fort Pitt Capital Total Return Fund has just received a 5-Star Overall Morningstar RatingTM among 1618 Large Cap Blend Funds for
the period ending 8/31/07.The Morningstar Overall Rating™ for a fund is derived from a weighted average of the performance 
figures associated with its three-, and five-year Morningstar Rating™ metrics, which are based on risk-adjusted return performance.

THE FORT PITT CAPITAL TOTAL RETURN FUND
FIVE-STAR OVERALL MORNINGSTAR RATING™
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ALL PHOTOS BY: MARTY BARRON

50-year honoree Judge Livingstone Johnson (front, left) talks with 60-year
honoree Frederick N. Egler (back, second from right), friends and family
during the event.

Carl Frankel and Alfred Lawson enjoy the 50/60 Practitioners Ceremony.

The honorees and guests listen to ACBA President Ken Gormley’s opening
remarks.

Honoree David Armstrong reflects on his 50 years in the profession.

Continued on page 7
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Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

C L E  P R O G R A M S

ACBA Registration Information: Register for any of these programs via: Mail: CLE Dept., ACBA, 400
Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Fax 412-261-6438; Phone: 412-402-6612.
PBI Registration Information: MAIL: PBI, 5080 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6903; FAX:
(717) 796-2348; PHONE: (717) 796-0804 or (800) 932-4637; ON THE WEB: www.pbi.org. All PBI CLE
programs are sponsored by The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association.

BUSINESS LAW
Economic Development

Incentives in Pennsylvania
Overview of Pa’s economic development incentive programs,

summarizing their use & targeted businesses, & highlighting program
characteristics which applicants should be aware of.

Credits: 4 substantive • When: Wednesday, January 30, 2008; 9:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., check-in begins
at 8:30 a.m. • Where: Allegheny County Bar Auditorium, City-County Building, 414 Grant St., 9th Fl.
• Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$179; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $159; Nonmember: $199; PEDA Member: $159; Paralegals
attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $90;
Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $80. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any

co. bar assn: $204; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $184; Nonmember: $224; PEDA Member: $184;
Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law
clerks: $115; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $105. *Registrations received more
than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

CRIMINAL LAW
Dogfighting: Canines, Criminals and Consequences:

Part of PBI’s Public Policy Series
A seminar you will never forget! Join us for an insider’s look at

dogfighting and the legal issues that surround it. A lively discussion
with experts follows the overview presentation.

Credits: 2 substantive • When: Thursday, January 31, 2008; 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., check-in and
lunch begin at 11:15 a.m. • Where: Live via videoconference—Koppers Building, 436 Seventh
Avenue, 9th Fl. • Tuition (includes course book and lunch): *Early Registration Discount -
Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $109; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $89; Nonmember: $129;
Paralegals: $89; Judges & judicial law clerks: $55; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04:
$45. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $134; Member admitted after 1/1/04:
$114; Nonmember: $154; Paralegals: $114; Judges & judicial law clerks: $80; Judges & judicial law
clerks admitted after 1/1/04: $70. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation
qualify for the Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

Allegheny County
Bar Association

News and Notes
The ACBA welcomes the following

new members: James Anderson, Paul
Antinori, Jeffrey Bailey, Marie Batz, Jes-
sica Beckett-McWalter, Nicholas Bell,
Jennifer Bentley, Danielle Berger,
Stephanie Blei, Megan Burdelsky, Lau-
ren Butler, Joseph Carnicella, Ronald
Change, Stephanie Chmiel, Bethany
Cieply, David Crandall, Margo Epstein,
Richard Ernsberger, Kathryn Falk, Eliz-
abeth Farina, Keith Fisher, Claudia Gar-
cia, Brandon Ging, Elbert Gray, Leslie
Greer, Cara Group, Emily Guzan, Eliza
Hall, Michael Ihrig, Imrana Iqbal,
Richard Julius, Maria Kerle, Justin Kon-
tul, Brian Kravetz, Kathleen Kuznicki,
Donald Lewinski, Kristine Malmgren,
Jay McCamic, Rod McCullough, Emily
McNally, Jennifer Modell, Michael Nagy,
Emily Nicholson, Jessica Nock, Leann
Petrilla, James Pfeifer, Anthony Pisano,
Catherine Pober, Roger Poorman,
Matthew Rippin, Denise Romeo, Diane
Ryan Katz, Anna Ryjkova, Rebecca Saf-
ford, Vaughn Schultz, Brenda Sebring,
Christelle Seide, Amanda Smith, Eric
Stroud, Ashley Thomas, Crystal Hope
Thornton-Illar, Anthony Urti, Shannon
Voll, Pamitha Weerasinghe, Regina Wil-
son and Jennifer Zofcin.

◆    ◆    ◆
Pepper Hamilton LLP awarded part-

ner James P. Thomas the firm’s 2007
William R. Klaus Community Service

Award in recognition of Mr. Thomas’ out-
standing work in southwest Pennsylvania.

◆    ◆    ◆
John W. McIlvaine III, a patent

attorney at The Webb Law Firm, a law
practice concentrating exclusively in
intellectual property law (patents,
trademarks and copyrights), has been
inducted to the Academy of Trial
Lawyers of Allegheny County.

◆    ◆    ◆
Thomas C. Wolski, patent attorney,

has joined The Webb Law Firm
◆    ◆    ◆

The national law firm of Eckert Sea-
mans Cherin and Mellott, LLC
announced that attorney Carol A.
Marmo has joined as a member in
Pittsburgh, PA. Carol A. Marmo joins
as a member in the Business Division.

◆    ◆    ◆
The national law firm of Eckert Sea-

mans Cherin and Mellott, LLC
announced that Scott R. Dismukes, a
member of the firm, presented at the
National Business Institutes (NBI)
workshop, Complying with Land Use
Laws and Regulations, on Monday,
December 10 at the Pittsburgh Omni
William Penn Hotel, and on December
11 in Erie at the Ambassador Banquet
& Conference Center.

◆    ◆    ◆
Construction attorney Bill Meyer

accepted the position of Vice President
& General Counsel with Fort Wayne,

Indiana based Shambaugh & Son, the
third largest specialty contractor in the
U.S. and a subsidiary of EMCOR, a For-
tune 500 company. Meyer started with
Shambaugh in August, and can now be
reached at 260-487-7811 or www.sham-
baugh.com. ■

All submissions for “Bar Briefs” or “In
Memoriam” should be sent to the atten-
tion of David Blaner, ACBA Executive
Director, 400 Koppers Building, 436 Sev-
enth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219, or e-
mailed to dblaner@acba.org.

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart

EXPERT WITNESS

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, FORENSIC ENGINEERING. Ira
S. Kuperstein, Ph.D., P.E. Extensive experience. (412) 318-4253.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412) 921-4046.
Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com

TOXICOLOGY

Clinical Toxicologist, Biomedical Scientist, Expert Witness, sev-
eral years experience of court testimonies. www.drknrao.com
412-849-1292 (cell); 412-833-4643 (home).

For Lawyers’ Mart rate information
call Peggy Lewis at 412-261-6255.

APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 1990.
Expert Witness. Certified Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

GILMORE AUCTION GALLERIES—Estate appraisals. Com-
plete auction service. (724) 684-4666. James R. Gilmore.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced in
Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil & Criminal
Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/
VOC. EXPERT

WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D.—20 yrs. of forensic econom-
ics & vocational eval. expertise in one report. 412-415-1136.
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EMPLOYMENT LAW
Getting Paid in Pennsylvania:

Basic Wage and Hour Law
A great course for brushing up on wage and hour law. Focuses on

practical day-to-day questions that arise in the work place, how the law
operates, and the responsibilities of the employer. 

Credits: 3 substantive • When: Wednesday, January 23, 2008; 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; check-in begins
at 8:30 a.m. • Where: Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, 112 Washington Pl. • Tuition (includes
course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $169; Member admit-
ted after 1/1/04: $149; Nonmember: $189; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $99; Paralegals
attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $85; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after
1/1/04: $75. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $194; Member admitted after
1/1/04: $174; Nonmember: $214; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Paralegals attending
alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $110; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted after 1/1/04:
$100. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the Early Registra-
tion Discount. Register with PBI.

ESTATES
PRACTICE

How to Write a Will -
And Other Essential Estate Planning Documents

Using interactive workshop format, you will learn from two highly
experienced estate practitioners in a room with 15 colleagues with

backgrounds in estate matters similar to your own.
Credits: 5 substantive, 1 ethics • When: Thursday, January 24, 2008; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., check-in
begins at 8:00 a.m. • Where: The David L. Lawrence Convention Center, 1000 Fort Duquesne Blvd.
• Tuition (includes course book): *Early Registration Discount - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn:
$249; Member admitted after 1/1/04: $229; Nonmember: $269; Paralegals attending with an attorney:
$99; Paralegals attending alone: $129; Judges & judicial law clerks: $125; Judges & judicial law clerks
admitted after 1/1/04: $115. *Standard Registration - Member-Pa., or any co. bar assn: $274; Member
admitted after 1/1/04: $254; Nonmember: $294; Paralegals attending with an attorney: $124; Parale-
gals attending alone: $154; Judges & judicial law clerks: $150; Judges & judicial law clerks admitted
after 1/1/04: $140. *Registrations received more than 2 days before the presentation qualify for the
Early Registration Discount. Register with PBI.

violation of the act. The Court dis-
agreed, specifically stating that the
required notice must precede the date
when the employment loss resulting
from the shutdown occurs, not the date
when the shutdown itself occurs. The
Fourth Circuit held that the term
employment termination–and, by
extension employment loss–does not
encompass a situation in which an
employer continues to pay its employ-
ees full wages and benefits. Because
there was no employment loss, Dunlop
did not violate the act. Because there
was no violation, Dunlop was not liable
for the additional wages and benefits
claimed by the 22 plaintiff employees.

The WARN Act provides affected
workers and their families some transi-
tion time to adjust to a prospective loss
of employment, and to engage in job
searches or retraining while still earn-
ing income. In this case, the employer’s
decision to continue paying wages and
benefits for 60 days was consistent with
the purpose of the act and, therefore,
did not create a violation for which the
company was liable. ■

WARN ACT continued from page 3Continuing Legal Education
sponsored by the ACBA and PBI

those formerly denied, and for the worse
in the greater corporatization of legal

50-60 continued from page 5

practice and advertising that would put
automobile hucksters to shame. Pennsyl-
vania’s antiquated system for choosing
judges should be abolished.”

W. Reid Lowe noted, “The profession
has changed because of, among many
other things, the sheer size of the bar
and the advent of technology. It used to
be that one would go to the Allegheny
County Bar Association annual meeting
(and Christmas party) and know a high
percentage of the lawyers in attendance.
Similarly, one would attend the monthly
audits of estates in the Orphans’ Court
Division and know every lawyer in the
courtroom or see perhaps 10 to 15
lawyers having lunch at the Colonnade
Cafeteria in the basement of the Union
Trust Building. That familiarity also
affected the way lawyers dealt with
each other—much more congenially
even when on opposing sides of a matter.
Even lawyers whose offices were out-
side of town had to come to town often to
use the Recorder of Deeds or Prothono-
tary or Register of Wills offices and
meet others for lunch or simply a cup of
coffee. Now, much of that can be done
from their offices. No fault of anyone,
simply inevitable change.”

Diane Dahlberg Nedved commented,
“The biggest change in the practice of
law in the past 50 years is the number of
women. In 1957 only three percent of
attorneys were women. Now I under-
stand that more than half of law school
graduating classes are women. As a
woman in a man’s world I had several
very painful experiences. However, I
have some amusing anecdotes.”

According to Frederick N. Egler,
“The legal profession has changed with
the times from a service concept to a bot-
tom line business operation with a loss of
civility. It does show more sensitivity to
problems of minorities and quality of life
factors in lives of practitioners.” ■

features information about the Constitu-
tional crisis in Pakistan, video coverage
of the march in Washington, selected
statements and resolutions from state
and local bar associations around the
country and an online petition that can
be signed electronically. The petition
will be presented to the Pakistani
Embassy in Washington. ■

PAKISTAN continued from page 4
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