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Neighborhood Legal Services Association
celebrates 50 years of making a difference
By Julia Panian

Despite being off the payroll of
Neighborhood Legal Services 
Association for more than 30 years,
attorney Carol Mills McCarthy speaks
about the organization as if she still
works there.

“The best job I ever had was working
for Legal Services,” she said.

This year, the association celebrates
50 years of providing free civil legal
services to low-income Western
Pennsylvania residents. Throughout
its history, the NLSA has helped more
than 1 million individuals and families
at every level of state and federal courts.
Cases include veterans appealing
denials of benefits, domestic abuse
victims seeking Protection From Abuse
orders and tenants subject to wrongful
evictions, who couldn’t otherwise pay
for help.

In addition to direct representation
and legal advice, the association
educates the public on legal issues and
refers clients to other social services.

McCarthy’s esteem for the
association isn’t surprising, as her
involvement hasn’t ceased; she has
volunteered since leaving the
association in 1985.

“I feel like we have an ethical duty
to volunteer, but that’s only a small
part of it,” said McCarthy, managing
partner at McCarthy McDonald
Schulberg & Joy. “These are 
people who really need help, and 
it’s very rewarding to be able to
provide that.”

Neighborhood Legal Services
Association was incorporated on
March 2, 1966, after the Allegheny
County Bar Association was asked to

establish an organization that provided
civil legal aid to Pittsburgh, as part
of President Lyndon Johnson’s War
on Poverty.

In its first year, a staff of six
attorneys served fewer than 100
clients. The organization expanded its
area of service to include all of
Allegheny County a year later, and
then in 1974, it grew to serve Beaver,
Butler and Lawrence counties, as

well. Last year, the association served
14,645 individuals in the four counties
with its staff of 23 and 297 volunteer
lawyers, who donated thousands of
pro bono hours.

Two years ago, a client of the
Pittsburgh-based association spoke at
an anniversary celebration for the
national Legal Services Corp., 
which provides funding to the 
local organization and 133 other 

independent, nonprofit legal aid
organizations nationwide.

The client, a special education
teacher and mother of two, originally
did not want to pursue representation
through the Neighborhood Legal
Services Association.

“When the lives of my children –
who were my entire life – were at

Colleagues laud Capristo as administrator
with integrity, smarts and compassion
By Tracy Carbasho

Many people leave a lasting
impression on their colleagues when
they retire, but Claire Capristo left an
enduring influence on the entire
criminal justice system of Pennsylvania’s
Fifth Judicial District. 

“There is probably no one who has
as much institutional knowledge about
the court system in Allegheny County,
particularly the criminal justice system,
than Claire,” said Court of Common
Pleas President Judge Jeffrey Manning.
“When I became president judge, it
was comforting to know that she was at
the helm as district court administrator
because she was committed to the job
and the needs of the court system. I
used to joke that I worked for her.”

Capristo retired from her position
as district court administrator in
January after devoting 41 years of
service to the criminal justice system.
Her successor, Linda Kelly, worked

for 30 years as a federal prosecutor
for the U.S. Attorney’s Office and
more recently served as attorney
general of Pennsylvania.

When asked to look back on her
career, Capristo said it didn’t turn out
as she had initially expected.

“When I graduated from law
school, the only thing I knew that I
was not interested in was criminal
law. Then, I spent 30 years in the
district attorney’s office,” she said. “I
can’t explain it.”

Perhaps it was her penchant for
reading true-crime stories and
scholarly papers about criminal
justice issues that prompted her to
become an assistant district attorney
in 1975, just a year after she received
her law degree from the University
of Pittsburgh.

“A friend from law school was
working for the district attorney when
I was working as a law clerk in the
Common Pleas Court,” Capristo recalls.
“He told me the office had gotten a
federal grant to hire district attorneys

Claire Capristo

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 8

PHOTO BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

For 50 years, the Neighborhood Legal Services Association has filled a need in the legal system by providing
free civil legal services to low-income residents. The NLSA staff includes, in front, from left: Christine Kirby,
Tom Putinsky and Mary Ann Troper-Malley. In back are Lorraine Taylor, Morgan Jenkins, Pamela Dalton-
Arlotti, Catherine Martin, Bob Racunas, Edward Van Stevenson, Kathryn McKee and Amy Carpenter.
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-406-5434

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

March
Margaret B. Angel ..................412-562-3982

Ernest B. Orsatti ....................412-338-1145

April
Robert A. Cohen......................724-693-9696

Andrea Geraghty ....................412-456-2822

Stanley W. Greenfield ............412-261-4466
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Heidelway Inc. v. Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, O’Reilly, J. ............................................................................................................Page 61
Miscellaneous

Order directing PA LCB to renew liquor license after finding substantial evidence including orderly operation and selling
alcoholic beverages in a responsible manner.

American National Property and Casualty Company v. Sean Lee and Velma Dean, O’Reilly, J. ............................................................Page 62
Declaratory Judgment—Motor Vehicle

Denial of Post-Trial Relief for Plaintiff relating to issue of resident relative status.

Allegheny County Prison, Employees Independent Union (ACPEIU) v. Allegheny County, Friedman, J. .............................................Page 64
Contract

Order denying Petition to Vacate Arbitration Award where arbitrator’s denial of grievance took its essence from the
collective bargaining agreement.

Paul J. McArdle v. Joseph W. Hufnagel, et al., Friedman, J. ........................................................................................................................Page 65
Miscellaneous

A non-precedential per curiam order of the PA Superior Court is binding upon lower court and orders of judges of coordinate
jurisdiction may only be disregarded in the most extraordinary circumstances.

Dorothy Forman v. George Foreman, Friedman, J. .......................................................................................................................................Page 69
Contract—Negligence—Consumer Protection

Non-Jury trial decision awarding damages for construction remediation and poor workmanship, finding technical violations
of the Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law.

Joel Burrell v. City of Pittsburgh Civil Service Commission, Friedman, J. ...............................................................................................Page 69
Employment

Order granting appeal and ordering that Appellant be given a conditional offer for the position of entry level police officer for
no “just  cause” shown for being “passed over”.

Board of Governors welcomes 30 new members
At its Feb. 16 meeting, the
ACBA Board of Governors
welcomed the following new
members to the Allegheny
County Bar Association.

Active members:
Andrew J. Barber, Esq.
Alexandra K. Bott, Esq.
Stephen Fabian, Esq.
Jennifer S. Fink, Esq.
Gina Florez, Esq.

Nicholas J. Holland, Esq.
Nathan J. Kennedy, Esq.
Timothy J. Leonard, Esq.
Brian D. Lipkin, Esq.
Grant MacIntyre, Esq.
Benjamin Ochs, Esq.
Margaret Shiels, Esq.
Sarah J. Simkin, Esq.
Jonathan F. Smith, Esq.
Jonathan M. Stewart, Esq.
James S. Urban, Esq.

Endia J. Vereen, Esq.
Elizabeth K. Wiese, Esq. 

Active government
members:
Judy Karam Sarna, Esq.

Associate members:
Erica M. Yacoviello, Esq.

Law student members:
Tierra D. Bradford
Andrew W. Clifford
Kristin E. Hoffman
Kevin D. Huber
Taylor W. Isaac
Daniel S. Rothschild
Joshua R. Sallmen
Brandon A. Santiago
Jeremy T. Tennent
Jamila A. Tucker

Have you heard about our Legal Tweet Service?
The ACBA monitors local courts and gathers information on court rule amendments, judicial opinions and other

decisions. This info is then tweeted at @AlleghenyCoBar and published at www.ACBA.org/LegalTweets.
Let the ACBA gather this important legal information for you.
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Now’s the time to take the initiative
to apply for YLD’s 2016-17 BLI class
By Michaelene Weimer

I’m sitting in my office watching
the snow fall, feeling like I just recently
polished off the last of the holiday
cookies. Nevertheless, at the Young
Lawyers Division of the Allegheny
County Bar Association, we already
are turning our attention toward
next year. At this year’s Bench-Bar
Conference, I will pass the gavel to
chair-elect Laura Bunting, who will
begin her tenure of leading the division.
I also have the privilege of announcing
the members of the 2016-17 Bar
Leadership Initiative class.

Since my year as YLD chair began,
I received one or two emails per
month from young lawyers who are
looking to get more involved in the bar
association. There are countless ways
to go about it, but from my perspective
as Chair of the YLD, one of the best
ways to become involved is through
the Bar Leadership Initiative.

At this point you might be asking
yourself, “Exactly how many holiday
cookies did she consume?” Don’t ask.

You also might be asking yourself,
“What is BLI?” Well, BLI is, in
essence, a crash course in how the

ACBA operates. Up to 15 young
lawyers are selected to form the BLI
class that runs the length of the bar
year, from July 1 through June 30.
During that year, BLI participants will
attend a monthly meeting, select and
execute a class project and participate
in various other YLD and ACBA
events and meetings.

If you talk to some of the “older”
young attorneys who participated in
BLI, they might tell you that BLI was
extremely time intensive and
required participants to commit
countless hours in order to “graduate”
from the program and earn their free
trip to Bench-Bar. Those of us who sat
on council when immediate-past-chair
Joe Williams was leading the division
acknowledged that BLI had morphed
into a program that was – to be
honest – a little overwhelming, so we
completely restructured it for the
current bar year.

The first BLI class under the new
structure has almost completed the
program. I’m fairly confident that
they would agree that the new BLI is

completely do-able and entirely
worthwhile. The new structure grants
BLI participants the flexibility to
focus on areas that interest them – be
it chairing a social project through
Member Services, speaking in a high
school or law school presentation or
participating in community outreach
projects through the Public Service
Committee. Basically, if you have five
hours a month to devote to professional
networking and development, you have
the time necessary to participate in BLI.

Most importantly, BLI gives its
participants an unrivaled ability to
hone their leadership skills and to be
quickly recognized as a future leader
for both the Young Lawyers Division
and the bar at large. If you are a
young lawyer interested in BLI, I
encourage you to contact Matt Antico
at mantico@acba.org and request an
application. If you have specific
questions about how BLI operates, or
a great holiday cookie recipe that I
should try next year, please feel
free to contact me at
weimerme@westinghouse.com. n

Young Lawyers Division Message from the Chair

Michaelene Weimer
YLD Chair

Vi s i t  th e  Y L D  p a g e  www.acba.org/Young-Lawyers-Div is ion.



Page 4 / March 4, 2016

Compassion, empathy guide Jones in
her role with Divorce Law Project
By Tracy Carbasho

Patricia Jones has an intrinsic
sense of empathy that compels her to
go beyond the call of duty when others
reach out to her.

To say that she has a special way
with people falls short of conveying
her ability to connect with everyone from
attorneys and clients to those who may
be ill or homeless. Her interaction with
a nun at a local hospital years ago illus-
trates her gift for showing compassion.

As a volunteer patient navigator at
UPMC Shadyside Hospital from 2009
to 2011, Jones met with newly admitted
patients to answer questions and address
their concerns. She remembers many
of the patients, but her conversation
with one stands out the most.

“I was asked to see a nun in the
oncology ward who was from out of
town. After I introduced myself, she
asked if I would pray for her,” Jones
recalls. “I was humbled; it was a really
spiritual moment, and I was curious
why she chose to ask me. Her answer
was, ‘because I know you will.’ That
moment was confirmation for me that
I was making a difference in the lives of
other people. She had sensed my heart.”

Her hospital supervisor, Karen
Robinson, took notice of the work
Jones was doing and nominated her
for the Mary E. Moorhead Volunteer
Excellence Award. In the nomination
letter, Robinson wrote that Jones

exemplified the hospital’s core values
and its objective to “touch lives and
satisfy the needs of many.”

Today, Jones works for the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation as a staff
attorney with the Divorce Law Project.
She started the part-time position on
Jan. 11, bringing with her years of
experience working with the foundation
as a parent advocate for the Juvenile
Court Project and a volunteer attorney
for the DLP.

“The foundation is very fortunate
to be able to have Patricia join our pro
bono staff,” said ACBA Executive
Director David A. Blaner. “She has
been a wonderful volunteer for the
Pro Bono Center. Her prior experience
working as a parent advocate attorney
for the foundation has enabled her to make
a smooth transition to her position.”

Jones works closely with Barbara
Griffin, director of the Pro Bono Center,
to ensure the Divorce Law Project
runs efficiently. The program, which
is part of the Pro Bono Center, is the
only one of its kind in Allegheny County
that provides free legal services to
low-income individuals seeking simple
divorces. The project also can help
spouses resolve disputes over marital
property so they can proceed through
the uncontested divorce process.

Griffin said the DLP hotline typically
receives an average of 10 to 15 calls
per week, so the staff attorney position
requires a great deal of interaction with

the public and clients. Jones is
responsible for handling client intake
and screening, representing individuals,
informing callers about available
services, referring cases to volunteer
attorneys, providing volunteer attorneys
with support and recruiting volunteers.

“Patricia brings to the position a
background in public-interest law,
including two years as a volunteer
attorney handling dozens of cases
referred from the Divorce Law Project,”
Griffin said. “She has also demonstrated
a personal commitment to helping
others through nonattorney volunteer
work as a patient navigator at UPMC
Shadyside Hospital. She is committed
to the idea that all clients deserve high-

quality legal representation, regardless
of their ability to pay for an attorney.”

Jones said she likes to combine her
legal acumen with patience and
kindness when dealing with clients.

“I understand that people aren’t
always at their best when they’re
involved in the divorce process,” she
said. “They often have a story to tell
or details that no one else has taken
the time to hear.”

Jones always is willing to listen and
offer words of comfort, even in those
instances when she knows from the
start of the conversation that she
cannot provide direct legal assistance. 

“My desire to help others is simply
a gift I was born with, although my
parents helped instill this attribute
with their actions,” she said. “I consider
it a gift that I have been blessed to
develop and share with others.”

Jones said her parents, Georgiana and
Walter Oates, instilled in her the impor-
tance of volunteering and being kind to
others. Her desire to help others inten-
sified after witnessing the kindness of
others when her parents battled illness.

“I wanted to do for others what had
been done for me and my family during
our time of need because it made a
difference for us.”

Now, she and her husband, Edward,
are passing on those same values to
their daughter Jessica. Her husband,
an attorney at Carnegie Mellon
University, also does pro bono work. n
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Volunteer attorneys sought for annual
KD & You and the Law call-in program
By Tracy Carbasho

Although Kathleen Sheehan has
but a fraction of the TV call-in
experience of Barry Lipson and Jeffrey
Pollock, her reason for volunteering
with KD & You and the Law for a
fourth year is the same as theirs – she
enjoys helping someone through a
difficult situation or at least pointing
them in the right direction toward a
resolution of their legal problem.

“Initially, I volunteered because I
knew it would be a great way to test
my ability to think quickly on a large
range of topics, and I thought that
would be challenging and enjoyable,”
Sheehan said. “I continue to volunteer
because I was overwhelmed by the
positive feedback from the individuals
we assist. It is very satisfying to assist
people in often desperate circumstances.”

Lipson, who has volunteered since
the program was launched 32 years
ago, agrees.

“It is a win-win situation for you
and the caller,” he said. “It is rewarding
to put people on the right path to
successfully deal with their problems
– whether it’s a simple business matter
or someone telling you their spouse is
beating them. It provides the satisfaction
of knowing that you may have
improved their lot in life.”

The success of KD & You and the
Law can be traced to the program’s
simple, useful premise: it features

volunteer attorneys answering
telephones in the KDKA-TV studios
and offering legal advice, answering
legal questions and referring callers
to legal or social service agencies.

This year’s program will air on
Wednesday, April 27, from noon to 6 p.m.
Attorneys interested in volunteering
should contact Denise Velez, supervisor
for the ACBA Pittsburgh Legal Journal,
at dvelez@acba.org or 412-402-6687.
Velez, who serves as the ACBA project
manager for the annual program, said
there is a particular need for attorneys
with experience in the areas of family
law, wills/estates/elder law, real
estate, employment and criminal
matters – all of which account for a
high volume of calls. 

Pollock, a volunteer since about
1990, said the pro bono experience
allows him to help the local community
and to demonstrate firsthand the good
work done by attorneys.

“It’s one more opportunity for pro
bono, something our profession expects.
It gives me another way to help our
community and give lawyers a better
name,” he said. “A feeling of community
and an appreciation for helping others
should always be more than sufficient
reasons to volunteer.”

Sheehan plans to be a long-time
volunteer like Lipson and Pollock. She
said many of the callers she assisted
told her the call-in program was the
first contact they’ve ever had with an

attorney and that she made them
feel less intimidated and more
empowered. That’s what makes her
want to continue helping.

“Like many of the viewers, I look
forward to the program. It is a great
way to serve the community and to
demonstrate that attorneys are caring
individuals willing to donate their
time and intellect,” Sheehan said.
“Sometimes attorneys are cast in a
negative light, and I believe programs
like this remind the public of the value
attorneys bring to our community.”

Velez said 50 attorneys volunteered
to answer questions from callers last

year and she is planning for a similar
number to participate this spring.
Fifteen attorneys typically answer
calls during two-hour time periods
throughout the show. Volunteers don’t
have to be knowledgeable in all areas
of the law. If volunteers receive a call
involving an area of the law that they
aren’t comfortable addressing, the
caller can be referred to another
volunteer who is qualified in that
aspect of the law.

“This is a great event that I’m
proud to be part of. The attorney

Continued on page 8
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stake, I did not want a free attorney,”
she said during her presentation.
“Because how could a free attorney be
any good?”

After her savings were drained
during a six-year custody battle with
her ex-husband, the children continued
to be abused during court-ordered
visits with their father.

“Well, that free attorney saved our
lives,” she said. “After all of those
years in turmoil, finally when that PFA
was granted, we felt like we had some
control, and we were being protected.”

But the last 50 years have not been
without its challenges for the association,
according to Executive Director
Bob Racunas.  

Government funding is less today
than it was in the 1980s, he said, and
the number of people needing the
service is ever increasing.

“It is more important than ever to
provide this type of service,” Racunas
said. “We have one of the highest
elderly populations in the country, the
statistics on domestic violence are,
frankly, very frightening and in this
economy, people who lose their job then
become in danger of losing their house
or other issues that affect the very poor.”

Attorney Bill Clifford of Dickie
McCamey & Chilcote, PC has volunteered
for the association for the last decade,
providing legal representation in
domestic violence cases. He’s seen the
ceaseless need for NLSA services.

“For as long as I’ve been doing
these cases, you would think that one
day you would show up at court, and
there wouldn’t be anyone to represent,”
he said. “But every day at court is full
of cases of people who need this kind
of help.”

Volunteering time and money are
two ways to help the association,
Racunas said.

“Each year, less than 10 percent of
the lawyers in Allegheny County take

NLSA
continued from front cover

a pro bono case or write a check,” he
said. “We can, and must, do better
than that.”

Attorney Katie Kenyon of Meyer
Unkovic & Scott LLP has been
volunteering for the organization for
18 years and sits on the association’s
board. She said those who volunteer are
rewarded with invaluable experience.

“Volunteering provides an opportunity
to give back and contribute, which I
think it is important,” Kenyon said.
“But it also enhanced my other skills
as a lawyer. It really was the best
place to have continuing legal education
training. It taught me how to listen,
patience, appreciation of other view-

Anniversary plans
To mark its 50th anniversary,

Neighborhood Legal Services
Association is planning several
events and fundraisers.

The Third Annual Spring Sports
Roundup will be April 28 at the
Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh.
Event coordinators will recognize
sports excellence in each of the
five decades the association has
been in existence. In addition,
the association will participate
in a gallery crawl in the cultural
district, publish a cookbook and
hold an additional celebration in
the fall, Kirby said. 

For more information about
the association or its upcoming
events, see nlsa.us.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This 1986 photo from the NLSA’s 20th anniversary celebration features
many of the NLSA’s founders. From left are Alexander Unkovic, Wendell
Freeland, the Hon. Richard L. Thornburgh, James I. Smith III, David B.
Fawcett Jr. and W. Edward Sell. Pictured at center is Dorothy Ann
Richardson, who was the NLSA board president when the photo
was taken.

points. It gave me a different perspective
that I can apply to my other cases.” 

For young lawyers, volunteering with
the organization can provide a break
from legal research, Racunas said.

“If you talk to young lawyers with a
firm, they typically get little action
with clients.  So volunteering for pro
bono cases helps develop their skills
with trials, with interviews, with
interacting with clients,” he said.

The association is planning initiatives
to celebrate its 50 years, said Christine
Kirby, the association’s development
director.

Some of those programs have already
launched, including partnerships to

provide veterans services and legal
advocacy for children’s health.

The Veterans Justice Project collab-
orates with several agencies that
serve veterans and military families.

“Sometimes veterans don’t know
that legal aid is available to them, so
this partnership not only allows
individuals seeking other military
benefits to come to us so that we can
help them,” Kirby said. “It also allows
us to refer our military clients to other
benefits that they might be eligible
to receive.”

In addition, a partnership with the
Primary Care Center of Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC offers
doctors a chance to partner with an
attorney on behalf of a patient.

“We believe that the help of an
attorney can sometimes address
disparities in patient care, and when
that happens, everyone benefits,”
Racunas noted in the organization’s recent
newsletter article about the program. n

Taglianetti to discuss mentoring, team-building
during annual Attorney/Administrator Event
By Chris Foreman

In a career that has transitioned
from the ice rink into the construction
field, former Pittsburgh Penguin
Peter Taglianetti has experienced
successful mentorships up close.

As the featured speaker for the
23rd Annual Attorney/Administrator
Event of the Pittsburgh Legal
Administrators Association, Taglianetti
will share what he has learned from
the pro hockey and business worlds
during the March 16 gathering at the
Duquesne Club.

Taglianetti, a defenseman who
played more than 200 games for the
Penguins, credits a neighbor from his
youth in Massachusetts for helping to
inspire his playing career. Taglianetti
joined the Pens in 1990 and contributed
to the team’s Stanley Cup championships
in 1991 and 1992.

Coming from the perspective of
professional athletics, Taglianetti said
he views mentorship through the
dynamic of team-building. In sports,
players learn that they can’t get too
high – or low – during a season and
that even superstars have to be
accountable for a team to be successful,
he said.

“You’ve got to realize you’re not the
only person in the room,” said
Taglianetti, 52. “Everyone brings
something to the table.”

Taglianetti said he appreciates
giving a talk on a topic like mentorship
because the issues in building

relationships in the workplace are
relatable regardless of the profession.
In any job, there’s a progression
where younger workers need to open
to learning to be ready for growth and
possible supervisory roles later on,
he said.

Taglianetti has been busy since the
end of his playing days two decades
ago. Besides a stint as an analyst for
Penguins broadcasts, he appeared in

the Discovery Channel documentary
“Pain Matters” to describe the
hip-replacement surgery that enabled
him to restart his life after nine years
of chronic pain. He also was a partner
in a pair of companies that supplied
office equipment and furniture in
the region.

Among the companies’ clients were
firms in the Pittsburgh legal community.
Because of those business connections,

Taglianetti has known PLAA President-
Elect Carolyn Hinson of Caroselli,
Beachler, McTiernan & Coleman LLC
for about 15 years.

Hinson said she thought Taglianetti,
who gives speeches to a range of
community groups, is offering a good
topic that is significant for any stage
in a professional’s career. Especially
in smaller law firms, she said, a legal
administrator might be handling
duties that cover a variety of tasks,
including human resources, marketing
and accounting.

“The smaller you get, the more
you have to do and know about,”
Hinson said. n

PHOTO COURTESY OF PITTSBURGH PENGUINS

Peter Taglianetti helped anchor the blueline for the Stanley Cup-winning
Penguins teams of the early 1990s.

If you’re going
The 23rd Annual Attorney/

Administrator Event will be
held in the Duquesne Club from
11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. on March
16. It is open to PLAA members,
prospective members and
their prospective managing
partners. For more information,
contact Carolyn Hinson at
chinson@cbmclaw.com or 412-
391-9860. 

Learn more about the PLAA:
www.plaa.com
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Mediation and Arbitration/
Civil Litigation

• Resolved over 1,500 cases through Mediation
and Arbitration (UM/UIM)

• Practicing Civil Trial Lawyer with over 35 years experience 
representing plainti�s and defendants (auto, premises, 
products liability, medical malpractice, bad faith,
workers comp)

• Knowledge of insurance coverage disputes and primary/
excess insurance coverages

• Member - Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County

• Approved Mediator - U.S. District Court, Western District
of PA

• Invited Member - The National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals (NADN)

HARRY M. PARAS
Attorney at Law

428 Boulevard of the Allies
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Phone: 412-391-8100

Fax: 412-391-9972

Email: hmp@harryparas.com

Website: www.harryparas.com

My wife and I firmly believe that
insurance is a part of a strong financial
portfolio. Both life insurance and
disability insurance can protect your
family’s financial well-being should
the worst happen. In our case, our
children have graduated from college.
As you might expect, we co-signed for
our kids’ student loans. We discussed
this matter with our children to
ensure that they have adequate life
insurance coverage. In addition, we
decided to purchase additional life
insurance to protect us in the event of
an unforeseen accident or illness. 

I encourage you to take a moment
and look at your plans. Perhaps you
could make it an annual tradition, as
my wife and I have. It’s also a good
idea to review your coverage when
major life events happen: marriage,
divorce, adding a child or grandchild
to the family, purchasing/selling a
house or a jump in income. These events
can mean an increase or decrease in
the need for coverage, not only for life
and disability, but it’s a good time to
shop your auto and home coverage. 

We are fortunate to have a wonderful
insurance partner in USI Affinity.
They will help you with this review
process at any time, without the
obligation to purchase. Sandy
Niespodzianski (412-851-5201) and Bob
Cagna (412-851-5202) have serviced
our account for many years and are
familiar with the unique needs of our
members. Please reach out to them at
any time. I wish you a 2016 full of
happiness, health and prosperity. n

The importance of reviewing
your insurance annually
By David Blaner

As I suspect is the case with most of
you, the new year is time for reflection
and planning in my household. For my
wife and me, that tradition has always
included looking at our finances and
insurance policies. This year, we were
surprised to see how time had flown.
The level term-life insurance policy
we’d purchased 20 years ago was
months away from the end of its term.
We had made a wise decision in
purchasing this policy at a young age.
It was economical and easy to budget
for since the premium was the same
each year. 

When we looked up the rates to
renew the policy, we were alarmed to
find the premiums had increased
nearly five times that which we
previously paid. While it stands to
reason that life insurance is more
economical the younger you purchase
it, we were unprepared for such a
substantial increase. Our next call
was to USI Affinity, the ACBA’s
insurance partner, to talk through the
options. In our case, the term-life
insurance choices available through
our association didn’t fit our needs.
Fortunately, USI Affinity was able to
present us with some other options.
Ultimately, we decided upon a whole-life
policy that didn’t require underwriting
and that we are able to keep perma-
nently so long as we continued to pay
our premiums.

David Blaner
ACBA Executive Director

Registration
open for 2016
ACBA Spring
Soccer League

Registration is open for the
2016 ACBA Spring Soccer League.
Games will be played on Sunday
mornings at the Winchester
Thurston School Athletic Field in
Shadyside, seven players per side,
two 25-minute halves. Rosters will
be limited to 15 players maximum,
including at least three women. At
least one woman per team must be
on the field at all times. All players
must be ACBA members or law
student members. The regular
season will consist of six games
beginning on Sunday, April 17.
The law firm of Grudowski Law
Associates, P.C., is sponsoring
T-shirts for the league. Space is
limited to only six teams. The
registration fee is $50. You may
register as an individual and will
be assigned to a team. To register,
visit www.acbasoccer.com.

The deadline for registration is
Friday, April 1. Payment must be
received by this deadline. For
more information, email Kevin
Tucker at kevin@dkplaw1.com or
Charles Grudowski at CJG@
GrudowskiLaw.com. n

Visit our “Resources” page
for discounted insurance,
services, programs and
more at www.acba.org/

Member-Benefits-
Discounted-Services.



Gala Tickets
The ACBF 35th Anniversary Red Tie Gala will be held Saturday,

March 12, at The Circuit Center & Ballroom on the South Side.
Tickets are available at acbfgala.swellgives.com. There also is a
vacation raffle that gives the winner the choice of a trip to Napa
Valley, Las Vegas or Walt Disney World. For details, call Erin Rhodes
at 412-402-6641.
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Amid the glamour of the 35th anniversary gala
let’s not forget the good work that ACBF does
By Jessica Crown

It seems that before the ink on your
law degree is even dry, there is a
friend, neighbor or acquaintance who
approaches for advice about a “family”
legal issue. Luckily for those who do
not have a basis of knowledge in this
area of the law, Allegheny County has
many very skilled attorneys who
specialize in family law where you
can refer those with questions. As an
attorney who practices family law, I
can attest to the level of gratitude that
people have when an attorney first sits
down with them to answer questions
during a confusing and tumultuous
time in their lives.

For those who don’t have an
attorney in their network of family
and friends – or don’t have the means
to afford an attorney – the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation’s Pro Bono
Center works tirelessly to fill in the
gap. Next week, the Pittsburgh legal
community will celebrate the foundation’s
35th anniversary. Amid the hors
d’oeuvres, music and red formal wear,
let’s not forget what this gala event is
commemorating and supporting – the
foundation’s good work.

Most members of the ACBA are
generally aware of the Pro Bono
Center, but they might be unaware the
extent to which the members of the
staff and the volunteers impact the
lives of those in the community. The
biggest example of this is the Divorce

Law Project, which is managed by the
Pro Bono Center and funded by the
ACBF. This unique venture helps low-
income spouses obtain a simple,
consent divorce at a low cost. While
the forms to obtain such a divorce are
available for purchase, the process
can be extremely confusing without
legal guidance. In addition, the
Divorce Law Project regularly assists
victims of domestic violence who –
due to abuse at the hands of their
spouse – might have no access to the
funds to even purchase the forms.
Also, by having representation

through the Divorce Law Project, the
victims can avoid direct contact with
their abuser.  

The Divorce Law Project is in the
process of expanding to include
divorces in which the parties’ marital
estate may also include a piece of real
property or a retirement account.
Volunteer attorneys who are collabo-
ratively trained will take on these
cases to assist the parties who have a
small marital estate to divide it
between them legally and equitably.

This only scratches the surface of
the work that the Pro Bono Center and
the ACBF does to help those in need of
representation in family matters. The
Pro Bono Center also coordinates
volunteers with those in need through
NLSA’s Protection from Abuse Project,
NLSA’s phone clinic and the Pro Se
Clinic for walk-ins at the Family
Court. The ACBF also regularly
grants monies to local legal clinics
that provide family law advice and
representation to persons in custody,
divorce and support proceedings.

At next week’s gala event, we will
celebrate the achievements of Carol
Behers with the Heart of Justice
Award. Behers not only has dedicated
her career to family law, she has spent
a significant amount of time designing,
contributing to and volunteering for
these programs funded by the ACBF
and coordinated by the Pro Bono
Center. And we will honor Ron Jones’
dedication to pro bono work with the
Young Professional Award of
Excellence. Please join me at the Red
Tie Gala in celebrating their
accomplishments and in committing
to continue to provide and expand
upon the services provided by the
ACBF and the Pro Bono Center. n

An attorney with Goehring, Rutter &
Boehm, Jessica maintains a broad 
family law practice that handles divorce,
settlements, marital agreements, property
negotiation and custody and support
litigation. In June 2015, she completed
basic mediation training in divorce and
family mediation to expand her practice
to include collaborative law.

Jessica Crown

to conduct preliminary hearings at
magisterial district courts. That had
never been done before.”

She accepted the job and was
among the first women hired to work
for the district attorney. From that
point, new opportunities continued to
surface and she met every challenge
with enthusiasm. From 1975 to 1989,
she held a number of positions in the
office, including assistant district
attorney, area prosecution supervisor,
deputy for law, deputy for theft,
deputy for post-conviction and deputy
for operations.

Her unwavering work ethic,
leadership skills and legal knowledge
made her the ideal choice to be
promoted in 1989 to chief of staff for
District Attorney Robert Colville.
She also served as chief of staff to
Colville’s successor, Stephen Zappala Jr.

“In a very short period of time,
Claire rose through all of the leadership
positions in the office. She took charge
of the area prosecutors and made
them into the integrated part of the
office that they remain to this day,”
Colville said. “From there, she took
over the appeals division and made it
into one of the most effective in the
state. She then became chief trial
deputy in charge of all the trial units
from homicide to the general units.

CLAIRE CAPRISTO 
continued from front cover

She was the most knowledgeable chief
of staff the district attorney’s office
will ever see. She brought both
integrity and knowledge of the law,
along with a compassion and reasonable-
ness for both victims and defendants.”

As chief of staff, Capristo was
responsible for the implementation of
policies and procedures for the district
attorney, as well as the management,
training and performance of 100
deputy and assistant district attorneys
and support staff. She held this position
until 2005, when she was named chief
deputy court administrator. She took
over as the district court administrator
in 2012.

Allegheny County Manager William
McKain met Capristo when she began
working in her administrative capacity
for the court.

“When I’m asked to reflect on
working with Claire, I think of her as
classy, being admirably smart and
skillful,” he said. “Her attributes
served the Allegheny County courts
well during her tenure.”

McKain said Capristo was a loyal
advocate for the court system and a
great collaborator with the executive
branch of county government.

Sean Collins, chief information
officer for the court, worked with
Capristo on a local criminal-information
management system while she was at
the DA’s office. When she started

working for the court, they collaborated
on a case-management system for
the court. 

“Claire was an outstanding court
administrator, always leading by
example to inspire and motivate those
around her,” Collins said. “She is a
gifted communicator who demonstrated
tireless dedication and unremitting
integrity. I will miss her sense of humor.”

Capristo said a sense of humor is
essential in all aspects of life, even law.

“It’s important to remember that
not everything is life or death. My jobs
often had tension and conflict, and a
sense of humor was helpful in getting
people to relax,” she said. 

While Capristo served as a role
model for others, she also learned a
valuable lesson about the fine art
of listening.

“It’s imperative that you listen to
other people and be cognizant of their
perspectives,” she said. “That held true
in criminal prosecution and in the courts.”

Capristo is much more comfortable
listening to others than she is talking
about her own accomplishments. With
some coaxing, she will modestly talk
about her successes.

“I’d like to think that I was regarded
as a positive influence in the justice
community and that I established a
reputation for being ethical, impartial,
reasonable and direct.”

More specifically, she points to two
software projects that she spearheaded
for the court as being among the most
rewarding – the Allegheny Standardized
Arrest Program and the Jury System.
The ASAP was driven by a need to
reduce inefficiencies that could occur
between the time a person is arrested
and when they are arraigned. The
Jury System software addresses all
jury operations from the time jurors
are summoned to the time they are
paid for their service.

After a lifetime of public service,
Capristo now is looking forward to
spending more time with her family,
catching up on her reading and
reintroducing herself to the piano.

“I was ready to retire and it just
feels like I’m on vacation because I
keep in touch with my colleagues. It
still feels like I’m in the loop.” n

When I graduated from“

”

law school, the only thing
I knew that I was not
interested in was criminal
law. Then, I spent 30 years
in the district attorney’s
office. I can’t explain it.

volunteers do a wonderful service by
giving free legal advice to the people
who call in,” Velez said. “The program
reaches out to people with all sorts of
legal questions who may not know
where to turn.” 

Last year, the attorneys answered a
total of 826 calls by either providing
legal advice or referring the caller to
the appropriate agency or to the
ACBA Lawyer Referral Service. 

Whitney Hughes, director of the
ACBA Lawyer Referral Service and

KD & YOU AND THE LAW
continued from page 5

Pittsburgh Find A Lawyer, said call
volume doubles at the LRS on the day
of the KD & You program and the
day after.

“The volunteers do a great job of
screening the calls and referring
those to us that really need to hire an
attorney, so I’m looking forward to
that again,” Hughes said. “Being able
to talk to an attorney, even if it’s just
for a limited time, gives people such a
sense of relief and a feeling that they
have come to the right place.”

Hughes said the advice the callers
receive is sound and doesn’t have a

price tag attached to it, demonstrating
once again that attorneys in Allegheny
County have a generous side.

“So many times, attorneys get a bad
reputation for being all about the
money, and this program clearly
proves that statement wrong,” Hughes
added. “Our members are genuinely
good people who are willing to help,
and KD & You is a prime example
of that.”

Although the ACBA and KDKA
both promote the annual event, a lot of
publicity is not necessary because of
the program’s longstanding popularity.

Brian Knavish, director of marketing
and media relations for the ACBA,
attributes the program’s success to
three key factors: people will always
need legal assistance, local attorneys
are willing to help and the ACBA has
a strong partnership with KDKA.

“KD & You and the Law gives
KDKA a chance to connect people with
attorneys and it gives the attorneys a
chance to connect with the community,”
Knavish said. n

Interested in volunteering? Contact Denise
Velez at dvelez@acba.org or 412-402-6687.
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PHOTOS BY JOCELIN HERSTEK

With a jolt of caffeine, members
of the Young Lawyers Division
gathered last month for 
an “Esquires & Espresso”
speed networking event at
ACBA headquarters. Above,
Molly Myers of Scolieri Law
Group, P.C. and Stephen
Pieklik of Williams Coulson
introduce themselves. At right,
Krista Baron of Keevican
Weiss Bauerle & Hirsch 
LLC makes one of several 
professional connections at
the event.

Esquires & Espresso
From left, David Quinn of PNC Wealth Management
and sole practitioner Marco Attisano listen as
Gregory Landgraf of Gleason & Associates discusses
his practice.

Bethany Kenstowicz listens intently before
organizers announce that it’s time to switch to a
new networking partner.
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Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

CAREER CONSULTING
CHRIS MILLER, J.D. – 20+ years providing confidential
career consulting services for lawyers in transition.
412-926-5207. www.millercareerconsulting.com.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE
PLANNING

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION 
(412) 921-4046. Visit us on our website,
www.empireinv.com.

METRO PROCESS SERVICE – 412-944-8601.

Don’t be so quick to turn down ski-injury cases
By George R. Farneth II
and R. Samuel Stein

For some, nothing matches the
adrenaline rush from barreling down
a ski slope. The sport we know today as
downhill skiing originally was pioneered
by arctic tribes as an efficient method
of traversing snowy landscapes. Over
time, skiing became less about utility
and more about thrill-seeking and
mankind’s innate desire to tempt
mortality. And the law molded itself to
accommodate those desires.

Initially, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania followed the “assumption
of the risk” doctrine, which holds that
people who are injured after knowingly
placing themselves in a potentially
dangerous situation lose all recourse
against the presumed defendant.
In more succinct terms, it is a “no
duty” rule. Without a duty, there can
be no negligence. 

Recently, the doctrine of assumption
of the risk has been largely replaced
by a system of recovery based on
comparative fault – 42 Pa. C.S.
7102(a)-(b). It’s not surprising that
when the Pennsylvania Legislature
abolished assumption of the risk, it
carved out an exception for downhill
skiing – 42 Pa. C.S. 7102(c), the
“Skiers’ Responsibility Act.” Of all the
inherently risky activities we engage
in on a daily basis, downhill skiing is
apparently the one that we must
accept as universally life-threatening.
At first blush, this makes perfect
sense. Anyone with regular capacity
can appreciate the dangers of
propelling themselves downhill like a
human rocket ship. And on ice, to
boot. Colloquially speaking, it’s a
no-brainer for defense attorneys, and
unfortunately for plaintiffs, it’s a
no-brainer for most judges, as well. As
a result, many attorneys are reluctant
to take on downhill skiing cases, and
individuals dealing with injuries of
indefinite scope and duration often
are left without recourse.

Ski resorts have no duty to protect
skiers from risks that are common,
frequent and expected, and thus
inherent to the sport of downhill
skiing, according to Chepkevich v.
Hidden Valley Resort, LP, 607 Pa. 1
(2010). In Chepkevich, the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court applied the two-part
test laid out in Hughes v. Seven
Springs Farm, Inc., 563 Pa. 501 (2000),
and held that a resort was not
negligent when a chairlift operator
agreed to stop a ski lift so that a patron
could more easily board it and then
failed to do so, resulting in the skier
falling and sustaining severe injuries.
(The two part test in Hughes is
whether the skier was engaged in the
sport of downhill skiing at the time of
the injury and whether the injury
arose out of a risk inherent to the
sport of skiing). The Supreme Court
agreed that normal egress and ingress
from a chair lift was inherent to the
sport of downhill skiing.

Since the Chepkevich decision, the
Courts of Common Pleas have routinely,
and almost universally, dismissed
negligence suits against ski resorts at
the preliminary objection stage. While
some cases predating Chepkevich
defined “inherent risks” as those
which could not be removed without
altering the fundamental nature of
skiing (and thus giving plaintiffs some
latitude to artfully carve out exceptions
in their pleadings so as to survive a
demurrer), a footnote to the Chepkevich
decision reiterated that inherent risks
are those which are common, frequent
and expected and that even if a risk
could be removed without compromising
the fundamental nature of downhill
skiing, the Skiers’ Responsibility Act
should act as a bar.

Again, this appears reasonable.
What aspect of downhill skiing, from

the moment we strap on our skis to the
moment we arrive back at the lodge,
isn’t “inherent” to the sport itself? As
the Third Circuit stated in Bjorgung v.
Whitetail Resort, LP, the risks of
skiing are “legion” – 555 F.3d 263 (3d.
Cir. 2008). Skiers are now left to
wonder if they have any protection
whatsoever in the event of injury.  

However, our federal district
courts have begun to chip away at the
once-infallible exception laid out at
42 Pa. C.S. 7102(c).

In M.D. v. Ski Shawnee, Inc., 2015
U.S. Dist. LEXIS 81392 (M.D. Pa.),
Judge James M. Munley distinguished
Bjorgung and denied the defendant’s
motion for summary judgment in a
memorandum opinion. On Jan. 19,
2012, M.D., who was 9 years old at the
time, participated in a ski trip with
her elementary school. M.D., a novice
skier, skied down the “Little Chief”
trail and collided with a snowmaking
machine on the slope. Ski Shawnee,
citing the assumption of the risk
doctrine, argued they had no duty to
protect the girl against the modality of
her injury, as colliding with snowmaking
equipment was an inherent risk of
downhill skiing. Based on Chepkevich
and Bjorgung, most common pleas
judges in Pennsylvania would
likely agree. Ski resorts, of course,
routinely use snowmaking machines
to artificially enhance their ski runs.
Arguably, the typical ski resort patron
should appreciate the risk of colliding
with that equipment.

However, Munley was not quite
convinced that a 9-year-old, novice
skier could know and/or appreciate
the risk of colliding with snowmaking
equipment. Citing the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania, he reminded us all
that a risk cannot be assumed without
knowledge – Rutter v. Ne. Beaver Cty.
Sch. Dist., 496 Pa. 590 (1981). In
applying the logic of Rutter and the
Restatement (Second) of Torts 496D,
Munley took into consideration the
age, experience and “other relevant
factors” that militated against an
award of summary judgment in favor
of Ski Shawnee, Inc.

Because M.D. did not know of, or
appreciate, the risks associated with
snowmaking equipment, and was an
otherwise inexperienced skier, the
possibility of implied assumption of
the risk was negated.

Munley also refused to apply the
“inherent risk doctrine,” which
essentially is codified at 42 Pa. C.S.
7102(c). Although Ski Shawnee
argued it was under no duty to protect
against inherent risks regardless of
age and experience level, Munley
disagreed. He opined “[t]his does not
mean, however, that all individuals
who engage in activities with inherent
risks assume those risks without

regard for whether they know them or
not. It simply means that the plaintiff
will be unable to establish a prima
facie case of negligence.”

Axiomatically, the judge refused to
apply 42 Pa. C.S. 7102(c) itself. Not
only did the court find that the
oft-cited “assumption of the risk”
language in Jones v. Three Rivers
Management Corp. was dicta, it held
that absent case law to the contrary, a
novice skier cannot assume the risk of
colliding with snowmaking equipment
and that snowmaking equipment itself
may not be an inherent risk of skiing.
In denying Ski Shawnee’s motion, the
court opined that looking to whether
exposure to risks is customary in the
trade, as Ski Shawnee argued, would
“permit defendants to avoid liability
for universally prevalent negligent
conditions, an undesirable result.”

In addition to its ruling in Ski
Shawnee, Inc., the Middle District
also denied a defendant’s motion for
summary judgment where an individual
was struck by a skier while she was
standing in a zone specifically marked
as an instruction area and acting as a
spectator, even though she was wearing
skis at the time – Barillari v. Ski
Shawnee, Inc., 986 F. Supp. 2d 555
(M.D. Pa. 2013). In Barillari, the
Middle District opined that “the ski
resort may erect mesh fences, snow
walls, ropes, and other precautions
around the sides and at the base of the
slopes without impeding the rhythmic
descent of countless alpine enthusiasts.”
By agreeing that safety precautions

could be installed without frustrating
the fundamental nature of skiing, the
Barillari court implicitly distinguished
the aforementioned footnote in
Chepkevich, which has been difficult
for plaintiffs to plead around.

Finally, in Capobianco v. Camelback
Ski Corp., 2005 WL 1420757 (M.D. Pa.),
a decision that predates Chepkevich,
the Middle District of Pennsylvania
cited Hughes and yet held that while
an expert skier did assume the risk of
encountering bare spots on a trail
crossover, there was a genuine issue
of material fact as to whether the bare
spot in question was open and obvious
to all skiers so that warning signs
would not have been required under
ski industry standards. The Middle
District opined that if the bare spot
was “not obvious, then markings
should have been placed to close the
area to skiers.” Despite the plaintiff in
Capobianco admitting that skiing was
a risky sport, that people could be
injured and that he had encountered
bare spots in the past, the motion for
summary judgment was denied.

What do these federal district court
decisions mean for skiers? First, they
mean that where a novice and/or
underage skier is injured, there is
potentially a question of material fact
as to whether that skier could have
reasonably appreciated and/or been
aware of the risks associated with
downhill skiing. Second, they mean
that the broad reading of 42 Pa. C.S.
7102(c) set forth in Chepkevich and
Bjorgung has been narrowed in favor
of plaintiffs. Third, they mean that
particular modalities of injury that, at
first instance, may appear to be inherent
risks, only should be considered to be
inherent through a careful examination
of supporting evidence and case
law precedent.  

Moving forward, personal injury
attorneys who receive calls from
individuals injured in downhill skiing
accidents should not immediately
reject those cases. Depending on the
facts involved, skiing cases could
survive a motion to dismiss or
preliminary objections, depending
on the chosen jurisdiction. That being
said, the courts of our Commonwealth
have been less reluctant to narrow the
scope of Chepkevich and therefore, it
is recommended that these cases be
filed in federal court, as the above-
referenced precedent will carry more
persuasive weight. n

George R. Farneth II is a partner with
Farneth Tomosovich, LLC in Pittsburgh.
R. Samuel Stein is an associate attorney
with Farneth Tomosovich.



The Webb Law Firm
is pleased to announce
that Daniel H. Brean,
John W. Zerr and Adam
Komorowski have been
promoted to shareholders
of the firm. Brean’s
practice focuses on
patent litigation with an
emphasis on appeals.
Zerr’s practice focuses
on the preparation and
prosecution of patent
applications across a
wide variety of mechanically related technology, including medical devices, railway/
transportation, tooling and manufacturing, mining, industrial, construction and
agricultural machinery, as well as design patents. Komorowski’s practice focuses on
intellectual property, with an emphasis on helping clients establish patent portfolios
and providing counsel on issues involving patent infringement and validity.
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Rothman Gordon is pleased to welcome

William F. Ward
Civil and Family Mediation

White Collar Criminal Defense
Grand Jury and Internal Investigations

Business & Commercial Litigation

David J. Miller
is pleased to
announce the for-
mation of The Law
Offices of David J.
Miller, LLC. He will
continue his focus
on representing
plaintiffs in person-
al injury litigation
as well as general
civil practice.

Tucker Arens-
berg, P.C., is
pleased to
announce that Paul
Miller has joined
the firm as an asso-
ciate in the litiga-
tion group. He con-
centrates his prac-
tice on general
civil and commer-
cial litigation and
represents several
large utility com-

panies in recovering damages to their
facilities and also defends the utilities
in claims brought against them.

The attorneys of
Rothman Gordon
P.C. are pleased to
announce that
Hon. William F.
Ward has joined
the firm after serv-
ing three years as
a judge on the
Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny
County. He focuses
his practice on
civil and family

mediation with the firm’s ADR group,
as well as business litigation, grand jury
investigations, white-collar criminal
defense and internal investigations
with the firm’s business and commercial
litigation practice group.

Burns White has hired Joseph A.
Macerelli and John A. Bass as members,
as well as Ralph M. Monico and Russell
D. Giancola as associates. Macerelli
concentrates his practice in the areas
of medical malpractice and other
professional liability, personal injury,
insurance and products liability defense.
Bass also focuses in medical malpractice
and nursing home defense. Monico is
experienced in a wide range of 
commercial and civil litigation, with a
focus in professional liability defense
and licensure matters. Giancola
defends hospitals, long-term care
facilities, physicians and other health
care providers in medical malpractice
and other professional liability litigation,
and general liability litigation.

News and Notes
Shenderovich Shenderovich &

Fishman, PC has moved to a different
floor in the same building. The firm
now occupies the entire 11th floor of
the Law & Finance Building. 

People on the Move

Babst Calland Clements and Zomnir
P.C. has named Robert Max Junker,
Scott K. McKernan, James D. Miller
and Krista-Ann M. Staley shareholders
in the firm. Junker, a member of the
firm’s public sector group, has served
as a municipal and school district
solicitor for several years. He counsels
and represents the firm’s municipal
clients on general municipal issues.
McKernan, a member of the firm’s
energy and natural resources and
mineral title groups, focuses his
practice primarily on counseling
various clients on matters involving
natural resources and energy law, with
an emphasis on transactional matters
related to the acquisition and development
of oil and gas leases and rendering oil
and gas title opinions. Miller, a member
of the firm’s litigation and construction
groups, focuses his practice primarily
on commercial litigation and 
construction law. He has represented
clients ranging from publicly traded
corporations to individuals in a
variety of construction and business
litigation cases. Staley, a member of
the firm’s public sector and energy
and natural resources groups, focuses
her practice primarily on municipal
law, with an emphasis on land use and
land development issues.
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Change in Status
By order of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, attorney Rosanna Dengg

Weissert is immediately transferred to inactive status for an indefinite period.
This took effect on Jan. 26. 

By order of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, attorney Jeffrey Marc Robinson’s
Petition for Reinstatement is granted. This reinstatement took effect on Jan. 22.

By order of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, attorney Randal E. McCamey
has been suspended from the practice of law for a period of one year and one day
retroactive to Aug. 17, 2014. This suspension took effect on Jan. 22.

The Webb Law Firm is pleased to announce that Jesse A. Hirshman, Cecilia
Rose Dickson, Lara Northrop Queen and Tom Wolski have been promoted to
senior shareholders of the firm. Hirshman’s practice focuses on securing and
protecting intellectual property rights, with an emphasis on patent prosecution
and counseling in the life sciences, pharmaceutical and chemical fields. Dickson
handles trademark counseling and development of brand strategies, prosecution,
licensing, enforcement and international portfolio management. Queen focuses
primarily on strategic patent prosecution, intellectual property due diligence,
licensing and opinion counseling. Wolski focuses on intellectual property and
represents clients in disputes and transactions.
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