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Zittrain Forum to feature debate
on NSA surveillance controversy
by Erin Rhodes

When Edward Snowden
leaked classified information
about the National Security

Agency’s global surveillance program,
dividing lines quickly formed on both
sides of the issue.

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
Zittrain Forum will tackle this issue
with a program entitled “The NSA
Surveillance Program – A Necessary
Evil or Government Gone Too Far?”
The event will be held on Thursday,
Nov. 6, at the Rivers Club.

The program, which will include a
continental breakfast, will be offered
in a debate format with two substantive
credits of Continuing Legal Education.

Attorney John Gismondi was the
driving force in bringing this topic to
the Zittrain Forum. Gismondi, who will
moderate the event, believes the program
will be fascinating and provocative
and may even surprise people.

“What’s interesting about this
program is it causes some of our most
deeply held values to face off against
one another,” he said. “The right to
privacy and the government’s obligation
to protect us are the competing
values here.”

The program will feature a debate
between two lawyers who are quite
familiar with the controversy surrounding
the NSA program. Alex Abdo currently
serves as counsel in the ACLU’s
lawsuit challenging the NSA’s phone
records program. Stewart Baker,
former general counsel to the NSA,
will discuss the need and propriety of
the surveillance program.

A third participant, Jonathan Zittrain,
is no stranger to Pittsburgh or the ACBA.

The son of Zittrain Forum founders
Lester and Ruth, he is a professor of
law and computer science at Harvard
University where his research focuses
on the Internet’s role in society.

The legality of the NSA’s surveillance
program is a divisive topic at all levels.
In 2013, two federal district court
cases reached opposing conclusions as
to whether the NSA program violates
the Fourth Amendment. The Supreme
Court has refused requests to hear
cases challenging the NSA’s domestic
surveillance program.

At least one Supreme Court justice
has publicly stated that the court is
behind the curve in terms of electronic
technology. Justice Elena Kagan has
said that written communication
among the justices has not changed
since she clerked for Thurgood
Marshall in 1987.

“The court hasn’t really gotten to
email,” she said.

Regardless of judicial intervention,
the debate over surveillance is not
likely to end soon. With the 
emergence of terrorist threats like
ISIS, comes an increased concern for
national security. While the White
House has vowed to reign in on 
some of the NSA’s methods of data 
collection, the increased risk of 
international terrorism may stamp 
out these changes before they are
even implemented.

Gismondi thinks the NSA would
not have undergone such intense
scrutiny, if Snowden had not revealed
what he knew.

“No one knew about it until Snowden,”
he said.

He draws a parallel between Snowden
and Daniel Ellsberg whose “Pentagon
Papers,” published by the New York
Times in 1971, revealed secret efforts
by the United States to expand the
Vietnam War.

Pittsburgh Pro Bono Week
slated for October 19-25

by Tracy Carbasho

National Pro Bono Week will be
celebrated in Pittsburgh with activities
to recognize attorneys who selflessly
give their time and events to raise
awareness about the importance of
service to others.

“As licensed attorneys, we have a
monopoly on the practice of law. No
one else can do what we do,” said
Barbara Griffin, director of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation’s
Pro Bono Center. “With that privilege
comes a responsibility that is connected
to our fundamental role in the legal
system, which is to serve justice. That

is what this week is about – encouraging
and recognizing those attorneys who serve
justice through pro bono legal services.”

In recognition of National Pro Bono
Week from Oct. 19-25, the Public Service
Committee of the Allegheny County
Bar Association will hold a variety of
events Monday through Friday. The
week will include the Pittsburgh Pro
Bono Partnership’s annual breakfast
meeting, the Public Service Committee’s
volunteer appreciation luncheon, the
Law Day Subcommittee kick-off meeting,
the Pro Bono Rocks fundraiser, and
“Jeans for Justice” casual day.

Ward returns
to the bench

The Honorable Bill Ward was
confirmed in June by the state
Senate to serve as a judge in the
Allegheny County Court of Common
Pleas. He was nominated by Gov.
Tom Corbett and had previously
served on the bench.

The oath of office was administered
by President Judge Jeffrey Manning
on July 3, and Ward was assigned to
the Family Division. n

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
Honorable Bill Ward
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you have observed or experienced any

form of gender bias, you may contact one of

the following members of the Gender Bias

Subcommittee of the Women in the Law

Division. The duty officers will keep your

report confidential and will discuss with you

actions available through the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-261-2753

Jill M. Weimer ........................412-201-7632

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee

“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee

Members to answer ethical questions by

telephone on a daily basis.

October

Romel L. Nicholas ..................412-391-6920

Nancy L. Rackoff ....................412-281-5580

Mark Vuono ............................412-471-1800

November

Thomas D. Arbogast ..............412-577-5226

Jason Karavias ........................412-456-7700

John H. Riordan, Jr.................412-394-3347
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by Mark Higgs

Bryan S. Neft has been appointed
chair of the Pennsylvania Interest on
Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA)
Board by the state Supreme Court.

“It’s a privilege to serve as chair of
the board,” said Neft, who is treasurer
for the Allegheny County Bar Association.

Operating under the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court, IOLTA is a non-
profit organization with the mission of
supporting the provision of civil legal
services to poor and disadvantaged
citizens of the Commonwealth.

He has also served as treasurer and
a member of the board of the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation, so he brings
an understanding of legal services to
his role as chair of the IOLTA Board.

“I am fully committed to funding
public legal services and my involvement
in IOLTA was one of the best ways to
be able to achieve that goal,” said
Neft. “The biggest goal I hope to
accomplish is to increase the sources
of revenue that IOLTA receives on
behalf of public legal service agencies.”

A partner at the Pittsburgh law
firm of Pietragallo Gordon Alfano
Bosick & Raspanti, Neft focuses his
practice on commercial litigation and
toxic torts. He has a wide range of
experience in consumer protection, health
care, insurance coverage, medical mal-
practice, and unfair insurance practices.

He is a member of the firm’s litigation,
health care, risk management and
workers’ compensation, and qui tam
practice groups. n

Bryan Neft appointed chair of IOLTA Board

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S  S O C I A L L Y
facebook.com/alleghenycountybar                  @AlleghenyCoBar

Bryan S. Neft
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“This is the closest thing we’ve had
to that – a private citizen surreptitiously
obtaining secret government documents
and delivering them to the press,
arguably in the name of public interest,”
said Gismondi.

A big difference between then and
now, however, is the personal stake
that American citizens have in this
controversy because almost everyone
uses cell phones and email.

“Telephones and computers are
two things that people hold very dearly.
That’s what has garnered people’s
attention,” said Gismondi. “That’s
what motivated Snowden to do what
he did. It was the breadth of the
surveillance into private devices
like phones and computers that got
his attention.”

The Zittrain Forum will run from
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. Registration and the
continental breakfast will begin at
8:30 a.m. The program will run from
9 to 11 a.m. with a question-and-
answer session to follow.

The cost is $50 for ACBA members
and $85 for non-ACBA members.

To register online, visit
www.acba.org and click on ACBA
CLEs. To register by mail, send a
check payable to the ACBA to:
Howard Booth, ACBA, 400 Koppers
Building, 436 Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh,
PA 15219. n

ZITTRAIN FORUM
continued from front cover

“There are so many ways to be
active in pro bono services and each is
rewarding,” said Katherine Norton,
who co-chairs the Public Service
Committee with Keith Whitson. “The
smallest time commitment can make a
huge difference in a person’s life.”

Whitson said pro bono representation
is an important part of every attorney’s
professional obligations.

“This is some of the most rewarding
work you will do as an attorney,” he
said. “The clients are extraordinarily
grateful, you are making a true
difference in their lives, and you are
demonstrating that our system of
justice works for everyone, not just
the wealthy.”

Elizabeth Parker Gaetani, pro bono
coordinator for the ACBF, noted that
the week-long celebration is an
opportunity to thank volunteers,
recognize the life-changing work
performed by pro bono attorneys on
behalf of low-income clients, and
recruit and train new volunteers.

All Pittsburgh-area attorneys are
asked to pledge their time to serve
the legal needs of low-income
individuals by providing pro bono
assistance. They are encouraged to
provide pro bono legal services to at
least one individual or organization
through a Pro Bono Center program
or member organization during the

PRO BONO WEEK
continued from front cover

2015 calendar year. They can learn
more about the pledge online at
www.pittsburghprobono.org.

The festivities will begin on
Monday, Oct. 20, with the Pittsburgh
Pro Bono Partnership’s annual
breakfast meeting from 7:30 to 9 a.m.
at K&L Gates. A one-hour Continuing
Legal Education credit is available for
those who attend the free program.
To RSVP or learn more about the
partnership, contact Barbara Kern at
kernb@nlsa.us or 412-586-6138.

“The partnership has gained
national attention in recent years,”
said Gaetani. “Many of Pittsburgh’s
most prestigious firms and corporations
are members of the partnership.”

Kathryn Kenyon, who chairs the
partnership board, said the 
annual meeting highlights the 
different collaborations and projects
of the organization.

“It emphasizes best practices, as
well as lessons learned, so that current
and prospective members can continue
to grow and develop their pro bono
programs,” said Kenyon. “To see all of
the people, firms and companies who
appreciate the importance of pro bono
is inspiring. The combination of people
who attend also presents unique 
networking and marketing opportunities.”

The Public Service Committee will
hold a volunteer appreciation lunch-
eon on Tuesday, Oct. 21, from noon to
1:30 p.m. at the Rivers Club. The
event is free for Pro Bono Center
volunteers. Remarks will be offered
by U.S. Bankruptcy Court Chief Judge
Jeffery Deller.

The committee will hold its first
2014-2015 meeting of the Law Day
Subcommittee on Wednesday, Oct. 22,
at noon in Conference Room B of the
ACBA headquarters.

“The committee has sponsored
activities in past years to help educate
our youth about the law and our legal
system, but this year we hope to
increase participation so we can share
this program with many additional
school districts,” said Whitson. “While
Law Day is not until May 1, a lot of
planning goes into these programs.”

Back by popular demand, the Pro
Bono Rocks fundraiser will return
with a karaoke edition on Thursday,
Oct. 23, from 5:30 to 9 p.m. at Olive or
Twist. In addition to the musical
talents of the local legal community,
the event will include hors d’oeuvres,
a “wine pull,” and a gift card grab bag.

“The evening will also feature a
karaoke challenge, where guests can
challenge someone to sing by making
a donation,” said Griffin. “That person
must either sing or make a donation
themselves. It’s a fun way to raise
money for an important cause.”

The celebration will end on Friday,
Oct. 24, with a “Jeans for Justice” Day.
Employees at participating offices
make a small donation for the right to
dress in casual attire for the day. Each
office collects the money from
employees and sends it to the ACBF.
All proceeds support programs that
provide free legal services to low-income
residents of Allegheny County. For
information, contact Erin Rhodes at
erhodes@acba.org or 412-402-6641. n

PLEDGE

In recognition of my professional 
responsibility to increase equal 
access to justice, I pledge to 
provide pro bono legal services 
to at least one individual or 
organization through a Pro Bono 
Center program or member 
organization during calendar 
year 2015.

Visit our website for
volunteer opportunities!
www.pittsburghprobono.org
Take the pledge online!

w w w . a c b a . o r g    •    w w w . a c b f . o r g
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ACBF presents pro bono awards and fellows honor
by Tom Loftus

The winners of the Allegheny
County Bar Foundation’s pro bono and
fellows awards have one thing in
common – service to others.

During the annual Fellows Grand
Reception at the LeMont Restaurant
on Sept. 16, attendees received
exceptional service from restaurant
staff. However, the benchmark for
service to others was epitomized by
the award recipients.

“Every year, the Public Service
Committee accepts nominations for
individuals, projects and organizations
that have made outstanding contributions
to pro bono legal services and public
interest law,” said ACBF Pro Bono
Coordinator Elizabeth Parker Gaetani,
Esq., “The winners selected this year
proved themselves invaluable to the
cause of access to justice. We extend
our sincerest thanks to these winners
for dedicating their time and energy
to pro bono and legal aid.”

Following is a list of the winners.
Additional details on why they were
chosen can be found on page 5 of 
this issue.

David Spurgeon, Esq., a Deputy
District Attorney for the Allegheny
County District Attorney’s Office,
received the Edward G. O’Connor
Fellows Award.

The 2014 Presidential Merit Award
was given to the three chairs of the
Backpack Project: Jill Lipman Beck,
Esq., from the Superior Court of
Pennsylvania; Neil Gregorio, Esq.,
from Tucker Arensberg, PC; and
Angel Revelant, Esq., from Pollock
Begg Komar Glasser & Vertz LLC.

Five individuals and two 
organizations took home prestigious
2014 Pro Bono Achievement Awards.
The winners were:

Amy Carpenter, Esq., a staff
attorney at Neighborhood Legal 
Services Association, received the
Lorraine M. Bittner Public Interest
Attorney Award.

Sarah Carlins, Esq., a senior 
attorney at Houston Harbaugh,
received the Jane F. Hepting Individ-
ual Pro Bono Award.

The 2014 Organization Pro Bono
Award went to Meyer Unkovic &
Scott LLP, which expanded its 
Section 8 legal services project to
include assistance to tenants 
seeking to appeal magisterial 
district judgments.

Heather Fink, a paralegal for
Edgar Snyder & Associates, won the

2014 Paralegal Pro Bono Award for
her work with the Divorce Law Project.

The Jones Day Veterans Legal
Clinic was honored with the Special
Service Pro Bono Award. Jones Day
and its volunteers have been silent
heroes as they have steadily helped
veterans in our community.

The Outstanding Pro Bono Service
Award was given to Emily Jeannette
Kaufmann, Esq., for hundreds of
hours of volunteering at Neighborhood
Legal Services Association assisting
with Social Security disability work.

Jill Lipman Beck, Esq., a deputy
judicial law clerk to Judge Christine
Donohue, received the Outstanding
Public Service Award. n

PHOTOS BY MARK HIGGS

During the annual Fellows Grand Reception at the LeMont Restaurant on Sept. 16, the 2014 Pro Bono Achievement
Awards were presented to individuals and organizations that have made significant contributions to pro bono
legal services. Individual award winners and representatives of Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP, included, front,
from left: Jill Beck, Amy Carpenter, Heather Fink, Antoinette Oliver, Tony Thompson, Emily Jeannette
Kaufmann, Patti Dodge, Alexis Unkovic McKinley, and Gary Sanderson; back: Tom Jones, Steve Chesney,
Brandon Rothey, Nick Bell, and Chris Smith.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION 

PRO BONO CENTER PRESENTS 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION 

PRO BONO CENTER PRESENTS 

AN EVENT SO GOOD  
IT SHOULD BE ILLEGAL 

All proceeds benefit the Pro Bono Center of  
the Allegheny County Bar Foundation. 

PRO BONO 
ROCKS! 
 THE 

KARAOKE  
EDITION 
10.23.201410.23.201410.23.2014   

at OLIVE OR TWIST  
doors open 5:30 

GET YOUR TICKETS   
 
or 412-402-6641 
 

at OLIVE OR TWIST  
doors open 5:30 

GET YOUR TICKETS  
WWW.ACBF.ORGWWW.ACBF.ORGWWW.ACBF.ORG    
or 412-402-6641 

                 COST: $30     
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ACBA President Jim Creenan, left, congratulates David Spurgeon on
receiving the 2014 Edward G. O’Connor Fellows Award.



October 17, 2014  / Page 5

2014 award winners honored
for their pro bono work and
ACBF contributions
The following awards were given at the ACBF Fellows Grand Reception

Edward G. O’Connor Fellows Award

David Spurgeon, Esq.

In recognition of Ed O’Connor’s
outstanding work on behalf of the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation and
the “Building Bridges to the Future”
Endowment Campaign, the Foundation
awards honorary Fellows membership
to outstanding attorneys working in
public service.

David Spurgeon graduated from
Duquesne University School of Law in
1996, and began his career in private
practice. In 1998, he accepted a position
as an Assistant District Attorney in
the Allegheny County DA’s Office and
was assigned to the trial division.
Spurgeon was promoted to the domestic
violence unit prosecuting all crimes
involving intimate partners, including
misdemeanor, felony and homicide.
He is a senior homicide prosecutor,
serving as first chair while training
younger attorneys to try these types
of cases.

As an Assistant District Attorney,
Spurgeon was integral in the 
implementation of prosecuting 
violations of Protection From Abuse
Orders from Family Division in the
Criminal Division of the Court of
Common Pleas. He was the first
prosecutor to appear in the Family
Division to represent pro se plaintiffs
at their Indirect Criminal Contempt
hearings. Spurgeon also helped create
a “Repeat Batterers Court” for domestic
violence high-risk defendants in an
effort to curtail violence for women
and children.

In 2009, he became the youngest
person in recent Allegheny County
history to be promoted to Deputy
District Attorney. Spurgeon supervises
the attorneys who comprise the
Domestic Violence unit, Pittsburgh
Municipal Court, Mental Health
Court, and Veterans’ Court. Spurgeon
is the co-chair of the Allegheny County
Domestic Violence Task Force, and
chairs the STOP Grant advisory
committee for Allegheny County
under the Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA). Spurgeon’s responsibilities
also include systems’ advocacy within
the courts, and recently conducted the
first Intimate Partner Violence Homicide
Review Team for this region.

He is a certified police training
instructor for the Allegheny County
and City of Pittsburgh Police Academies.
He is an adjunct professor at Point Park
University and Duquesne University
School of Law. He served as a Course
Development Committee Member for
the Municipal Police Officers’ Education
and Training Commission authoring a
course on the crime of Stalking under
Pennsylvania Law.

Active in his church and community,
Spurgeon serves on the Board of
Directors for the Center for Victims as
well as White Oak Animal Safe Haven –
a No Kill Shelter.

2014 Presidential Merit Award

Backpack Project Chairs

Jill Lipman Beck, Esq.
Superior Court of Pennsylvania;

Neil Gregorio, Esq.
Tucker Arensberg, PC; &
Angel Revelant, Esq.

Pollock Begg Komar Glasser & Vertz, LLC

The Presidential Merit Award is at
the discretion of the President of the
Foundation to recognize individuals in
the legal community for exhibiting
exceptional dedication to the Foundation

and promoting pro bono service to the
poor in Allegheny County.

Under the outstanding leadership
of Chairs Jill Lipman Beck, Neil
Gregorio and Angel Revelant, the
Public Service Committee Backpack
Project has grown into a successful
campaign that has touched the lives of
many low-income children in our
community. For two years running,
the Backpack Project has been the
recipient of a generous grant from
Feed the Children and Avery Office
Products, allowing the project to
continue expanding. For the past few
years, the Project has partnered with
the Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank, using the Food Bank’s
various neighborhood distribution
centers as backpack distribution sites.
From fundraising to recruiting and
coordinating volunteers, Jill, Neil, and
Angel have been instrumental in
bringing school supplies out of the
warehouse and into the hands of local
kids where they belong.

2014 Pro Bono Achievement Awards

2014 Lorraine M. Bittner
Public Interest Attorney Award

Amy Carpenter, Esq.

This award is given to an outstanding
and dedicated attorney who is
employed by an entity or program
whose primary function is the delivery
of civil legal services to low-income
individuals or organizations that serve
the poor or disadvantaged. The award
is named for Lorraine M. Bittner, the
first attorney to receive it when it was
established in 2005. The award is in
honor of her exceptional and career-
long commitment to the needs of the
poor and disadvantaged through her
work at Neighborhood Legal Services
Association and the Women’s Center
and Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh.

Amy Carpenter is a staff attorney
at Neighborhood Legal Services
Association (NLSA), where she has
worked for the past 14 years. Along
with her fellow Helpline attorneys at
NLSA, Amy talks to thousands of
callers every year who are seeking
legal advice. This allows her to hear
first-hand the legal issues facing
individuals with low incomes in our
communities. Her insight helps the
pro bono community identify areas of
need for free legal services and develop
programs to meet those needs. Amy is
also NLSA’s “webmaster,” and she
helps with the design and layout of
NLSA newsletters. She is an active
member of the ACBA/ACBF’s Public
Service Committee and participates in
community outreach projects such as
the Backpack Project and Law Day.

2014 Jane F. Hepting
Individual Pro Bono Award

Sarah Carlins, Esq.

This award is given to an attorney
who has shown exemplary commitment
to or made substantial achievements
in pro bono legal services. The ACBF
Board of Trustees adopted a resolution
in 2002 to name this award in recognition
of Jane Hepting’s dedication to the
delivery of pro bono legal services
through her 26 years as a Neighborhood
Legal Services Association attorney,
the many and varied pro bono programs
that she helped create and implement,
her recruitment initiatives and
exceptional training programs to

Fellows Grand
Reception sheds light
on domestic violence
by Erin Rhodes

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation
Fellows Grand Reception & Dinner
was held on September 16 at 
LeMont Restaurant.

One of the evening’s highlights was
the induction of the Fellows and Young
Lawyer Fellows Class of 2014, and the
announcement of the new “Associate
Fellow” category created to honor
non-attorneys who have made an
impact in the local legal community.
Sandy Niespodzianski, Vice President
at USI Affinity Insurance, was honored
as the inaugural Associate Fellow.

In addition to the newly minted
Fellows, several other individuals
were honored at the event. Among
them was Allegheny County Deputy
District Attorney David Spurgeon who
was awarded the Edward G. O’Connor
Fellows Award in recognition of his many
efforts to curb domestic violence in
Allegheny County.

Keynote speaker Deirdri Fishel
elevated the evening to even greater
heights as she talked about her
experiences as a domestic violence
detective in State College, PA. Fishel
is known nationally for narrating
“Telling Amy’s Story,” a documentary
chronicling the events leading up to a
State College domestic violence homicide.

But a mere narrator she is not.
Fishel is on the front lines, navigating
the tumultuous twists and turns
inherent to domestic violence cases.
She talked about one of her cases: a
husband and wife deeply entrenched
in the cycle of domestic violence – a
threatening husband and an abused
wife who refused Fishel’s help at
every turn. Eventually, the woman left
her husband, but as Fishel recounts, it
took a whole network of social workers,
law enforcement and attorneys to

provide the woman with the support
she needed to make that decision. In
telling these stories, Fishel clearly
illustrated that there is no “happy
valley”. Domestic violence can and
does exist all over. n

Congratulations to the
Fellows Class of 2014!

Fellows
Hal D. Coffey
John C. Conti

Mary Nell Cummings
Charles A. DeMonaco

Barbara Griffin
Mark A. Martini

Elizabeth S. Minnotte
Elisabeth W. Molnar
Thomas P. Peterson
Marla N. Presley

Paul Michael Reznick
David J. Shrager

Craig Evan Simpson
Douglas Sughrue

Rhonda Wasserman

Young Lawyer Fellows
Danielle M. Bacco
Jaclyn M. Belczyk
Erin N. Fischer

Erica L. Laughlin
Lindsay A. Oliver
Nicklaus A. Oliver
Brian S. Rosinski
Kimberly S. Tague
Maribeth Thomas
Jeffrey M. Weimer

Jill M. Weimer
Regina Wilson

Samuel I. Yamron

Inaugural Associate Fellow
Sandy Niespodzianski, USI Affinity

PHOTO BY MARK HIGGS

During the annual Fellows Grand Reception, keynote speaker Deirdri 
Fishel talked about her experiences as a domestic violence detective. Continued on page 8



Page 6 / October 17, 2014

U.S. District Court upholds constitutional rights
by Tracy Carbasho

The work being done by the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania underscores the
importance of the principles outlined
in a document from 1787.

“We have an outstanding bench in
the Western District. Our district and
magistrate judges are first-rate,” said
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Chief Judge
Jeffery Deller. “They protect liberties
by moving their dockets efficiently,
affording litigants full and fair
opportunities to present their cases,
and encouraging alternative dispute
resolution of cases.”

Defending the liberties of the U.S.
Constitution, which was signed in
1787, is important to the federal
judges. Therefore, it is appropriate
that the court held its naturalization
ceremony during Constitution Week
in September.

“Presiding over a naturalization
ceremony is rewarding. In our
Bankruptcy Court, petitioners seek a
fresh start from creditor claims,” said
Deller. “The naturalization of new
citizens is also like granting a fresh
start. These new citizens now have
the opportunity to start anew in
our country.”

Deller said U.S. District Court
Chief Judge Joy Flowers Conti has
been very inclusive of the bankruptcy
bench in various facets of the court’s
administration. For example, she
appointed him to the ad hoc committee
addressing the budget crisis and its
impact on the court, as well as the
strategic planning committee. His
colleagues on the bankruptcy bench
have also participated on District
Court committees.

Conti said two of the court’s most
important jobs are having a fair jury
process and ensuring that all criminal
defendants in felony cases have counsel
to represent them.

“We are charged as the District
Court with responsibility for hearing
cases involving the alleged violation of
constitutional rights,” said Conti. “Our
court is the threshold for protection of
the rights of Americans both in civil
cases and criminal cases.”

Deller said there are many examples
that show the court’s innovation, such
as the pilot program for patent cases,
the e-discovery special master
program, and the many initiatives
designed to rehabilitate offenders and
reduce recidivism.

Other examples include workforce
development for offenders, creation of
the Veterans Court, and the Reentry
Into Society Effort (RISE). Deller said
the RISE program was started in 2010
as the brainchild of Judges Donetta
Ambrose and Maurice Cohill. It is a
collaborative effort involving the
Probation Office, the Federal Public

Defender, the Judiciary and the U.S.
Attorney’s Office to assist individuals
under federal court supervision with
becoming responsible citizens.

Deller noted that the results
achieved in Bankruptcy Court are
also important to protecting the
American dream.

“A person’s home is by far the most
valuable asset of a family,” said Deller.
“A leading cause of bankruptcies is the
potential loss of a home in foreclosure.
The Bankruptcy Court in the Western
District has a Loss Mitigation Program,
designed to bring borrowers and lenders
together to work out their differences.

“I am pleased to say that in addition
to the thousands of residents who
obtained bankruptcy discharges last
year, about 250 more received mortgage
modifications in our program,” he
added. “As a result, their American
dream of being a homeowner was
preserved. That result is something
that gives our court great pride.”

Judge Nora Barry Fischer said the
court takes tremendous pride in
upholding constitutional rights, including
the important right to a jury trial.

“The cases we handle trigger the
application and/or interpretation of
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
daily,” said Fischer. “Examples
include Fourth Amendment issues
arising in our criminal cases; First
Amendment speech rights in civil
rights and employment cases; equal
protection claims and more.

“Hence, one of the things we hope
to accomplish with our community
outreach is a better understanding of
the Constitution, the rights it imparts
and the work of the court to protect
these rights,” she added. “We
schedule our naturalization program
to correlate with this holiday to
highlight its importance to our lives as
citizens of the United States. This
message is especially relevant to
those who are being sworn in as
citizens during the ceremony.”

Courtroom Deputy Michael Palus
said the court has three primary
community outreach efforts, including
the courthouse tour program; the
rotating art display where local artists
and groups are invited to display their
works in the south lobby of the
courthouse; and the Open Doors
program where middle school and
high school students are given an
opportunity to observe a mock trial,
speak with federal judges and law
enforcement personnel, and discuss
with law clerks the role of the federal
court and how it impacts their lives.

“One of the primary goals of all of
the court’s community outreach
efforts is to better educate the public
we serve,” said Palus. “All of us who
work in the federal courts work to
uphold rights guaranteed by our
Constitution on a daily basis.” n

PHOTO BY LAUREL MCWILLIAMS

A young mother poses for a photo with U.S. Bankruptcy Court Chief
Judge Jeffery Deller after participating in a naturalization ceremony on
Sept. 19. More than 50 people took the oath to become U.S. citizens during
the ceremony at which Deller presided during Constitution Week.
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attract and prepare volunteer attorneys,
her exceptional expenditures of time
and energy on behalf of pro bono legal
services, and her outstanding commitment
and dedication to public service, the
legal profession, and the community.

In her final year as project manager
of the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership’s
Custody Conciliation Project, Sarah
Carlins, senior attorney at Houston
Harbaugh, has never wavered in
demonstrating her commitment to pro
bono services. Sarah has planned and
directed volunteer attorney trainings
while coordinating intake and review
of prospective client applications,
matching volunteer attorneys with
clients, and mentoring volunteers.
Sarah has demonstrated tireless devotion
to the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership,
sitting on the Administrative Board as
an integral and active member, always
stepping in to help. Through Sarah’s
leadership, she has further ensured
equal access to justice for families
who would not receive it otherwise.

2014 Organization Pro Bono Award

Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP

Shortly after joining the Pittsburgh
Pro Bono Partnership and its
Administrative Board, Meyer
Unkovic & Scott LLP (MUS) launched
a Section 8 legal services project that
provides representation to individuals
and families who have been denied
Section 8 or public housing. Most
recently, MUS expanded its Section 8
project to include assistance to tenants
seeking to appeal magisterial district
judgments. MUS’s Landlord Tenant
Project has been met with great

2014 AWARDEES
continued from page 5

success, representing tenants who
would otherwise face the legal process
on their own. MUS has created a culture
to encourage and recognize pro bono
services. The firm’s approach is
tremendously effective and making a
dramatic difference in numerous lives.

2014 Paralegal Pro Bono Award

Heather Fink
(Edgar Snyder & Associates)

As a paralegal for Edgar Snyder &
Associates, Heather Fink has quickly
proven herself to be invaluable to the
Divorce Law Project. Heather’s
involvement with the Divorce Law
Project has helped in achieving better
service to the project’s clients.
Heather has effectively communicated
with Divorce Law Project administration
and has aided in the continuous
improvement of the project through
following up on unexpected issues and
giving helpful feedback on how to
improve the training process for new
volunteers. Heather’s work has been
carefully executed and she is always
sure to provide the best and most
appropriate care to clients with
professional courtesy.

2014 Special Service Pro Bono Award

Jones Day Veterans Legal Clinic

In June 2008, Jones Day helped
launch a Veterans Legal Clinic
through the Pittsburgh Pro Bono
Partnership and has not looked back.
Jones Day and its volunteers have
been silent heroes as they have steadily
helped veterans in our community.
The clinic meets with clients and
works with the Veterans Leadership

Program in person and by phone,
offering legal advice and assistance on
a variety of topics including child
custody, landlord/tenant, veterans’
benefits, and general consumer
issues. The clinic volunteers help
veterans returning from conflict and
service get back on track and move on
with their lives. Jones Day has not
only responded to the legal needs of
our veterans but has also worked on
education and community outreach to
assist even more veterans recognizing
the growing need for help. The Veterans
Legal Clinic has undoubtedly enriched
the lives of countless veterans who
have served our country.

2014 Outstanding
Pro Bono Service Award

Emily Jeannette Kaufmann, Esq.

Emily Jeannette (Jenny) Kaufmann
has been volunteering at Neighborhood
Legal Services Association since
November 2012, assisting the attorneys
who do NLSA’s social security disability
work. Jenny’s offer of help came at a
most opportune time, as NLSA was in
the process of laying off staff because
of a reduction in funding from both
the national and state level, and when
one of NLSA’s SSI attorneys was on
maternity leave. In the almost two
years that she has been volunteering
at NLSA, Ms. Kaufmann’s level of
commitment has been astounding. As
of mid-July, 2014, she has provided
NLSA with 687.2 hours of assistance,
most of it in the office, interviewing
and advising clients, assisting with
case preparation, mentoring staff, and

participating in the training of new
volunteers. Absent Jenny’s help,
NLSA would not have been able to
continue to provide the level of services
to SSI clients which they have been
able to maintain. NLSA has become a
better program for the services she
has and is continuing to provide.

2014 Outstanding
Public Service Award

Jill Lipman Beck, Esq.

Jill Lipman Beck is a deputy
judicial law clerk to the Honorable
Christine Donohue in the Superior
Court of Pennsylvania. As evidence of
her resolute commitment to public
service, Jill serves as chair of the YLD
Public Service Committee, YLD
member of the ACBF Board of
Trustees, and treasurer of the ACBA
Young Lawyers Division. Jill previously
co-chaired the YLD’s Children in
Shelter Holiday Party and has served
as the co-chair of the ACBA/ACBF
Public Service Committee’s Backpack
Project for the past three years. Jill is
also the founder and director of sue’s
run4kids, a 5K run/walk and 1-mile
family walk that raises money for the
Lipman Youth Fund at KidsVoice. She
created this event the year following
the premature death of her mother,
Sue Lipman, who was an avid runner
and a tireless advocate for children.
Now in its fourth year, sue’s run4kids
has raised over $85,000 for the
Fund, which implements programs
designed to assist teenagers 
involved in the child welfare system in
Allegheny County. n

Benefits for volunteering through the Pro Bono Center can be found at www.pittsburghprobono.org.
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Online CLE
Delivered over the Web at your convenience. We call this 24/7 CLE. When 
you need the information (or the credits), log on to our Online Campus and 

Live Webcasts

Upcoming Continuing Legal Education
All PBI CLE programs are sponsored by 

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute & The Allegheny County Bar Association and are held at the  
PBI Professional Development Conference Center 

Heinz 57 Center, 339 Sixth Ave, 7th Floor, unless noted otherwise below.

Live & Simulcast Seminars

w w w. p b i . o r g   8 0 0 - 9 3 2 - 4 6 37

Distance Education at pbi.org

Video Seminars

Nov. 3 Clarence Darrow: Crimes Causes and the Courtroom
Cybersecurity Law 101

Nov. 5 Working through the Layers of Shale Law
Nov. 6 The Fear Factor--How Good Lawyers get into Bad Ethical Trouble

The Role of Indemnity and Insurance in Business Transactions
Nov. 7 Learning the Art of Negotiation
Nov. 10 The Most Frequently Encountered Landlord Tenant Issues

Ethics Potpourri-Being Tech Savvy is the New Rule
Nov. 14 Business Insurance
Nov. 18 Trials: Tips, Tactics & Tales
Nov. 19 iPad for Legal Professionals
Nov. 24 Maxims Monarchy and Sir Thomas More

General Practitioners’ Update
Nov. 25 Technology Institute

Nov. 3 Litigating Condominium & Homeowner Association Cases
Nov. 4 How to Obtain and Use Digital Evidence
Nov. 6 Mechanics’ Liens in Pennsylvania
Nov. 7 Election Law 101
Nov. 10 Elder Law Update
Nov. 11 Attacking Your Adversary’s Expert
Nov. 12 Handling the Dog Bite Case
Nov. 14 Communications Skills for Lawyers: Dealing With the Media 
Nov. 17 Retaining Your Clients/Building Your Practice
Nov. 18 ABCs of Foreclosure Proceedings
Nov. 19 The Attachment Theory: Application in Custody Cases
Nov. 20 Due Diligence in Business Transactions
Nov. 21 Ethics and LGBT Law

Running for Judicial Office in Pennsylvania

Nov. 4 How to Obtain and Use Digital Evidence
Nov. 5 Movie Magic: How the Masters Try Cases
Nov. 7 Election Law 101
Nov. 10 ommunications Skills for Lawyers: Dealing With the Media
Nov. 11 Medical Malpractice Update

Attacking Your Adversary’s Expert
Nov. 12 Handling the Dog Bite Case
Nov. 12-13 Employment Law Institute (West) - Pittsburgh Marriott City Center

Nov. 13 Tactical Uses of Videotaped Testimony at Trial
Nov. 14 Effective Legal Negotiation Skills
Nov. 17 Mechanics’ Liens in Pennsylvania

Retaining Your Clients/Building Your Practice
Nov. 18 ABCs of Foreclosure Proceedings
Nov. 19 The Attachment Theory: Application in Custody Cases
Nov. 20 Due Diligence in Business Transactions
Nov. 21 Elder Law Update

Running for Judicial Office in Pennsylvania
Nov. 24 Uncertain Justice 
Nov. 25 Finance For Lawyers

Simulcasts from PLI

Nov. 6-7 Negotiating Commercial Leases 
Nov. 17 Think Like a Lawyer, Talk Like a Geek: Get Fluent in Technology 
Nov. 18 Hedge Fund & Private Equity Enforcement & Regulatory 

Developments
Nov. 19 Trial by Jury 2014
Nov. 20-21 16th Annual Commercial Real Estate Institute



People on the Move
Daniel P. Johnson and Edward P.

Wojnaroski, Jr., members of Williams
Coulson Johnson Lloyd Parker &
Tedesco, LLC, co-authored an article
titled, “Recent Tax Court Cases
Offer Guidance for Planners When
Structuring Private Annuities and
Self-Canceling Installment Notes
(SCINs)” which was published in
Bloomberg BNA Tax Management
Estates, Gifts and Trusts Journal.

u     u     u

Sherrard, Ger-
man & Kelly, P.C.,
has announced 
the addition of
Nicholas L. Fiske
to the firm as a
member of the 
Litigation Services
Group. His practice
includes general
civil, commercial,
and construction
litigation matters
in both state and
federal court.

u     u     u

Peter H. Schnore
has joined law
firm Babst Calland
as senior counsel
in the firm’s 
Business Services
Group. He concen-
trates his practice
in real estate-
related matters,
including real
estate tax-assess-
ment appeals, 
land use, zoning,

quiet title actions, eminent domain
proceedings, and negotiating real
estate leases and related agreements,
with a particular concentration in real
property tax assessment appeals. 

News and Notes
Richard J. Schu-

bert, a shareholder
with AlpernSchu-
bert P.C., received
the Milton D.
Rosenberg Award
on June 27 at the
P e n n s y l v a n i a
Association for
Justice Retreat at
Bedford Springs.
The Rosenberg
Award is presented
by the President of

the organization to a member who has
committed time and rendered out-
standing service to the organization in
its efforts to promote the civil justice
system and preserve the right of trial
by jury. Schubert has been a Board of
Governors member since 1983 and
served as President of the organization
in 2003-04.

u     u     u

Houston Har-
baugh is pleased to
announce that
Sarah L. Carlins
received the 2014
Jane F. Hepting
Individual Pro
Bono Award at
the 17th Annual
Fellows Reception.
Carlins received
the award in
recognition of her
commitment to

enhancing the provision of free legal
services to low income residents of
Allegheny County. The award was
given by the Public Service Committee
of the Allegheny County Bar Association
and Allegheny County Bar Foundation.
Carlins focuses her legal practice on
healthcare, working with physicians
and providers, as well as senior
management and boards, on all
aspects of health care compliance
and regulation.

Bar Briefs
u     u     u

P i e t r a g a l l o
Gordon Alfano
Bosick & Raspanti,
LLP, is pleased to
announce the elec-
tion of its newest
partner, Keith R.
Mason. Mason is a
member of the
firm’s Risk Man-
agement & Work-
ers’ Compensation
Practice Group.
He has been

engaged in civil practice focusing on
workers’ compensation and risk 
management for 30 years, with 
experience representing employers
involving complex workers’ 
compensation issues on behalf of a
major property and casualty insurer,
as well as conducting multi-state
audits of an insurer’s law offices and
claims departments.

u     u     u

B e r n s t e i n
Burkley, P.C., is
pleased to announce
today that Kirk B.
Burkley has been
named a managing
partner with the
firm, which he will
co-manage. As
supervising partner
of the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy and Restruc-
turing practice,
Burkley has exten-

sive experience in representing
secured and unsecured creditors in
bankruptcy, financial, restructuring
and workout situations, including the
representation of numerous unsecured
creditors’ committees, equipment
lessors, financial institutions, and
commercial landlords.

u     u     u

Campbell Durrant Beatty Palombo
& Miller, P.C., is pleased to announce
that Leon A. Parker has joined the
firm as an associate. His practice
focuses on the representation of public
sector employers across the state in all
aspects of labor and employment matters.

u     u     u

The law firm of Tucker Arensberg,
P.C., is pleased to announce that Cátia
Kossovsky has joined the firm as an
associate. She is a member of the
firm’s Business and Finance Group
and focuses her practice in the areas
of investment management, commercial
finance, corporate law, and mergers
and acquisitions.

u     u     u

T h o m a s ,
Thomas & Hafer
LLP is pleased to
welcome C. Robert
Keenan III as a
partner in the
firm. His practice
is devoted to 
r e p r e s e n t i n g
employers, munic-
ipalities, and
insurers in workers’
compensation and
general liability

cases, as well as other business 
related matters.

Change in Status
Kirby Lee Boring has been disbarred

on consent by the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania and from the bar of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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Lawyers’ Mart
EVIDENCE PHOTOGRAPHY

DAVID BARKER PHOTOGRAPHY – expert personal
injury and trial evidence photography. 412-232-2395,
davidbarkerphotography@gmail.com.

INSURANCE PROPERTY
CLAIM EXPERT

INSURANCE PROPERTY CLAIM EXPERT – First and
third party claims. Licensed insurance adjuster and
public adjuster. Rob Massof (412) 563-6670,
rmassof@aol.com.

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR
ANDREW RICHARDS, FEDERAL AGENT 25 YEARS,
POLICE OFFICER 5 YEARS. Experienced in Federal and
State prosecutions, white collar, criminal, civil, qui tam
investigations and sensitive interviews. 412-722-8380,
visit www.fraudinv.com, or www.Experts.com.

PROCESS SERVICE
INVESTIGATING

THE IMPOSSIBLE WE DO RIGHT AWAY! MIRACLES
TAKE A LITTLE TIME. EMPIRE INVESTIGATION (412)
921-4046. Visit us on our website, www.empireinv.com.

APPRAISALS
ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to
1990. Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified
Appraiser - K. Merusi. 412-731-2878.

DOCUMENT EXAMINER/
HANDWRITING

J. WRIGHT LEONARD, BCFE, CDE. Certified. Experienced
in Federal, State & Local Courts. Testimony in Civil &
Criminal Matters. 215-735-4000.

ECONOMIST/VOC. EXPERT
WM. HOUSTON REED, Ph.D. – 25+yrs. of forensic
economics & vocational eval. expertise in one report.
1-888-620-8933.

ESTATE PLANNING
IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh
Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext 318.

Begin your day with us at

www.pittsburgh
legaljournal.org

Order your 2014 Allegheny County Bar Association
Legal Directory today!

Visit www.acba.org/acba/Publications/Legal-Directory.asp
or call 412-402-6612 for details.

If you have an idea for an article,
please contact Jennifer Pulice at
jpulice@acba.org or 412-402-6623.
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