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This list has been prepared by the Allegheny County Civil Jury Trial Task Force, a joint 

collaboration between the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County and the Allegheny 

County Bar Association's Civil Litigation Section, to assist civil litigators in understanding the 

recent changes in court procedures during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The information contained in this document is derived from the court's Emergency Operations 

Orders that have been released periodically throughout the pandemic.  They are available for 

download on the court's website here. 

 

 

1. My case was just listed on the January 2021 trial list.  What does this mean? 

 

 The current Emergency Operations Orders, available here, are  effective until December 

31, 2020.  Although the court hopes that normal operations will resume by January 

2021, it is possible that additional order(s) could be entered that may suspend the 

January 2021 trial list.  In this regard, the January 2021 trial list will be evaluated in the 

coming months to ensure the safety of all participants, in the same manner that the 

May 2020, September 2020, and November 2020 trial lists were evaluated. 

 

 

2. Does the Order of Court dated September 15, 2020, mean that the Civil Division 

is back to its "normal" trial schedule, but just with all trials to be held in the 

Pittsburgh Convention Center?  

 

 No.  The Order of Court dated September 15, 2020, must be read together with the 

Order of Court dated August 31, 2020.  The only civil jury trials that are proceeding at 

this time are cases in which the court has granted a consented-to motion requesting a 

jury trial pursuant to the Order of Court dated August 31, 2020.   

 

 

3.  Is the November trial list suspended? 

 

 Yes.  Cases on the November trial list no longer have a trial date and parties do not 

need to file a Motion for Continuance if they are not prepared to try their case in 

November.  HOWEVER, where all parties agree that they'd like to proceed with a civil 

jury trial, they may present a consented-to motion to the Calendar Control Judge.  The 

Calendar Control Judge will work with the Administrative Judge to schedule such cases 

for a jury trial.   

 

 

4. Will my case be mediated?  Will my case be conciliated? 

 

 Most cases appearing on a published trial list will first undergo mediation through the 

court's pro bono mediation program.  If the case does not settle through mediation, it 

will  be conciliated before a Civil Division judge. 

 

https://www.alleghenycourts.us/administration/EmergencyOperations.aspx
https://www.alleghenycourts.us/administration/EmergencyOperations.aspx


5. How many jury trials will be conducted at once? 

 

 In order to abide by Allegheny County Health Department and CDC guidelines, the court 

will only be conducting one to two civil jury trials at a time, consistent with the Order of 

Court dated September 15, 2020.  During this period of time, the court will run trials 

without regard for the normal January / March / May / September / November trial list 

schedule, as feasible with space constraints.  This means cases could try in October and 

December, if parties agree to do so.  This practice will continue until at least the 

conclusion of the judicial emergency, but the court anticipates returning to its normal 

trial list schedule in the future.  There may be a transitional period to effectuate 

returning to the court’s prior trial schedule. 

 

 

 

6. If parties agree to request a civil jury trial, how do they do so? 

 

 Pursuant to the Order of Court dated August 31, 2020, parties who agree to have their 

case tried by a jury during the judicial emergency may file a consented-to motion with 

the Calendar Control Judge. 

 

 

 

7. What shall be contained in a consented-to motion requesting a jury trial? 

 

 The following information must be contained in a consented-to motion for a jury trial, 

in addition to any other considerations that the parties deem relevant: 

 

• The date the case was originally filed; 

 

• When and how many times the case has previously been listed for trial; 

 

• Whether the parties would agree to try the case with only six jurors;  

 

• Whether the parties have filed their pre-trial statements; 

 

• A realistic prediction of how long it will take to try the case, including how many 

witnesses each side will call during trial; 

 

• At least three agreed-upon dates of availability for when the case could be tried 

(as noted above, cases will be tried without regard for the normal January/ March 

/ May / September / November trial list schedule); and 

 

• E-mail addresses and telephone numbers for all counsel. 

 

 

 

8. For cases where the court has granted a consented-to motion requesting a jury 

trial, how will those trials be prioritized? 

 

 In prioritizing cases for jury trials, the court will consider all of the information required 

to be included in a consented-to motion requesting a civil jury trial, as listed above.  The 

court will also consider any other exigent circumstances identified by the parties. 

 



9. What are the safety protocols that will be in place for civil jury trials conducted 

during the judicial emergency? 

 

A. The court will abide by Allegheny County Health Department and CDC guidelines.  For 

the most recent information on safety protocols, including the use of the Pittsburgh 

Convention Center for jury selection and trials, please see the court's Emergency 

Operations Orders, available for download on the court's website here. 
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