ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

JUDICIAL CANDIDATE PLEDGE

I,
, a candidate for
judicial office, have familiarized myself with the Code of Judicial Conduct
and the Code of Civility, as promulgated by the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania. I have directed special attention to Canon 4 of the Code of
Judicial Conduct, including Rules 4.1, 4.2 and 4.4. I agree to conduct my
judicial campaign consistent therewith and further consistent with
Republican Party v. White, 536 U.S. 765 (2002). I further pledge that all
campaign advertising will be done fairly, accurately, truthfully, and will
maintain the dignity appropriate to the judicial office which I am seeking.

Signature of Candidate

Date
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND AUTHORIZATION
As a candidate or potential candidate for Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas the Pennsylvania
Appellate or Federal Courts, I hereby acknowledge and authorize the procedures of the Allegheny
County Bar Association Judiciary Committee, including the following:
1.

If I become a candidate, the Allegheny County Bar Association Judiciary Committee will make
available to the public the Questionnaire, and my responses, except for the questions and
responses which are acknowledged to be confidential, which information shall remain
available only to the Committee.

2.

My responses are provided without breaching client confidentiality as embodied in Rule 1.6 of
the Rules of Professional Conduct.

3.

If I become a candidate, the rating assigned to me by the Committee will be publicly
announced. Ratings remain valid for 2 years but are subject to reevaluation upon request.

4.

Should I receive a Not Recommended rating the Committee will endeavor to notify me prior to
a public announcement. If I withdraw from the race, the rating will not be announced, and
the questionnaires will not be published.

5.

I hereby authorize the Pennsylvania Judicial Conduct Board, the Disciplinary Board of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and the Pennsylvania Board of Law Examiners to transmit my
entire file and record, including confidential information contained therein, to the Allegheny
County Bar Association Judiciary Committee. I hereby specifically waive any confidentiality
rights I may have in those records.

6.

I hereby authorize the Judicial Conduct Board, the Disciplinary Board, and the Board of Law
Examiners, or the equivalent, in any jurisdiction where I have practiced, been admitted to
practice or have applied to either take a bar examination or for admission to the bar to
transmit my entire file and record, including confidential information contained therein, to
the Allegheny County Bar Association Judiciary Committee. I hereby specifically waive any
confidentiality rights I may have in those records.

7.

The Allegheny County Bar Association Judiciary Committee may change, during the course of
my campaign for office, the original rating assigned to me for cause.

Type or print name

Date
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Signature

ACBA JUDICIARY COMMITTEE QUESTIONNAIRE
FOR APPLICANTS CURRENTLY ON THE BENCH
I am seeking a rating for the following court:
[ ] Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas
[ ] Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court
[ ] Pennsylvania Superior Court
[ ] Pennsylvania Supreme Court

1.

State your full name and list any other name by which you have ever been known.

2.

Date and place of birth.

3.

Are you a naturalized citizen? If so, give date and place of naturalization.

4.

Family status:

5.

a)

Are you married? If so, state the date of marriage and your spouse’s full name,
including maiden name, if applicable;

b)

Have you been divorced? If so, state the date, the number of the case and the court.

Have you served in the military? If so,
a)

Give dates, branch of service, rank of rate and present status;

b)

Have you ever been rejected or released from the armed services for reasons other
than honorable? If so, give details.
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6.

List each college and law school you attended, including dates of attendance, any scholastic
honors and the degrees awarded. If you left any institution without receiving a degree, state the
reason for leaving.

7.

List all jurisdictions in which you have applied to take a bar examination, have applied for
admission or have been admitted to practice. Include dates of admissions and if not admitted,
give application dates and explain the outcome.

8.

List your professional mailing address and telephone number. Please also list any personal and
professional social media usernames and/or handles and any websites you maintain or to which
you know that your profile is shared.

9.

Describe chronologically your law practice and experience after your graduation from law
school and until you became a member of the judiciary, including:
a)

Whether you served as clerk to a judge and, if so, the name of the judge, the court and
the dates of the period you were a clerk;

b)

Whether you practiced alone and, if so, the addresses and the dates;

c) The dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or governmental
agencies with which you have been connected and the nature of your connection with
each; and,

d) Any other relevant particulars.

10. Regarding your practice:

a) What was the general character of your practice, dividing it into periods with dates if
its character changed over the years?
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b) During your time in practice, describe your typical clients and mention the areas in
which you concentrated your practice.

11.

For the last ten years or portions thereof during which you have held judicial office, indicate,
a)

The nature of typical matters which came before you;

b)

The percentage of your time devoted to:
1. Civil:

c)

2.

Criminal:

3.

Family:

4.

Orphans’ Court:

The percentage of your time devoted to:
1.

Jury:

2.

Non-jury:

3.

Appellate argument:

4.

Other:

d) Five of the more significant opinions you have rendered and citations thereto if the cases
were reported or dockets if the cases were not reported.

12. If a substantial period of your practice was before administrative boards, commissions or
agencies during the ten years before you became a member of the judiciary, identify the
boards, commissions or agencies before which you have practiced and estimate percentages
of practice time devoted thereto.
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13. If a substantial portion of your practice was before Appellate courts during the ten years
before you became a member of the judiciary, identify the Appellate Courts before which you
have practiced and estimate percentages of practice time devoted thereto.

14. For every judicial office you hold or have held, give details of your position, including the
court involved with a description of your jurisdiction; whether elected or appointed; periods
of services; and, identify any limitations upon your position including if any, when you were the
subject of a Motion or Petition for Recusal.

15. Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, give details, including
the office, whether elected or appointed, and the length of your service, giving details.

16. Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates.

17.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business or profession other than the
practice of law or the holding of judicial or other public office? If so, give details,
including dates.

18. Are you now an officer or director or otherwise engaged in the management of any business
enterprise?
a)

If so, give details, including the name of your enterprise, the nature of the
business, the title or other description of your position, the nature of your duties
and the term of your service.

b)

Is it your intention to resign such positions and withdraw from any participation in
the management of any such enterprises if you are elected and confirmed? If not,
give reasons.

19. Are you under any ongoing federal, state or local investigation or indictment for possible
violation of a criminal statute? If so, give details.
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20. Have you ever been charged or convicted of any violation of a local, state or federal law, any
misdemeanor or felony, court martialed, been granted immunity from prosecution, been held in
contempt of court or been the subject of a final protection from abuse order? If so, give details.
Do not include summary traffic offenses.

21. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state or
local authorities? If so, give details.

22. Prior to taking the bench, were you ever sued by a client? If so, give details.

23. Have you ever been a party to or otherwise involved in any other legal proceedings? If so, give
the particulars. Do not list proceedings in which you were merely a guardian ad litem or
stakeholder. Include all legal proceedings in which you were a party in interest, a material witness,
were named as co-conspirator or a co-respondent and any grand jury investigation in which you
figured as a subject or in which you appeared as a witness.

24. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by,
or been the subject of a complaint to, any court, administrative agency, bar association,
disciplinary committee, court of judicial discipline or other professional group? If so, give
the details.

25. Currently or within the past five (5) years have you suffered from any medical or other
condition which could affect or impair your judgment, reliability or ability to perform the
essential functions of the judicial position you are seeking? If so, describe.

26. Do any circumstances exist that would affect your ability to perform the function of the
position you seek or fulfill the term of office? If so, please explain.
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27. Furnish one (1) writing sample that reflects your analysis of a legal problem or issue.

28. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you are a member and give the titles
and dates of any offices which you have held in such groups. Please also identify any leadership
role you have held in such groups.

29. List your experiences in teaching and lecturing, including law school, continuing legal education
and to non-legal audiences.

30. List all organizations other than bar associations, professional associations or societies of which
you are or have been a member, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and
fraternal organizations.

31. List any honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received
(including any indication of academic distinction in college or law school) other than those
mentioned in answers to the foregoing questions.

32.

State any other information which may reflect positively or adversely on you or which you
believe should be disclosed.

33. Why do you wish to become a Justice or Judge in a different jurisdiction? What strengths do
you feel you possess that would particularly well qualify you for such a position in a different
jurisdiction?

34. What do you consider a significant achievement in your life outside your profession?

35. Please identify specific efforts you have made, or been involved with, to support equality and
inclusion in the legal profession, including but not limited to the judiciary.
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The undersigned certifies that the statements made in this questionnaire are true,
complete and correct to the best of his/her knowledge and belief and are made in good faith.

Type or print name

Signature

Date
4883-7966-2852, V. I
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