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PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT EXCERPTS 

 

1.  Rule 1.0 Terminology 

(k) "Screened" denotes the isolation of a lawyer from any participation in a matter through the 
timely imposition of procedures within a firm that are reasonably adequate under the 
circumstances to protect information that the isolated lawyer is obligated to protect under these 
Rules or other law. 

2.  Rule 1.2 Scope of Representation and Allocation of Authority Between Client and 
Lawyer 

(a)  Subject to paragraphs (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions concerning the 
objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult with the client as to the 
means by which they are to be pursued. A lawyer may take such action on behalf of the client as 
is impliedly authorized to carry out the representation. A lawyer shall abide by a client's decision 
whether to settle a matter. In a criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client's decision, after 
consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether 
the client will testify. 

(b)  A lawyer's representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does not 
constitute an endorsement of the client's political, economic, social or moral views or activities. 

(c)  A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation if the limitation is reasonable under the 
circumstances and the client gives informed consent. 

(d)  A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct that the lawyer 
knows is criminal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal consequences of any 
proposed course of conduct with a client and may counsel or assist a client to make a good faith 
effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or application of the law. 

(e)  A lawyer may counsel or assist a client regarding conduct expressly permitted by 
Pennsylvania law, provided that the lawyer counsels the client about the legal consequences, 
under other applicable law, of the client’s proposed course of conduct. 

3.  Rule 1.3 Diligence  

A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client. 

4.  Rule 1.4  Communication  

(a) A lawyer shall:  

(1) promptly inform the client of any decision or circumstance with respect to which the 
client's informed consent, as defined in Rule 1.0(e), is required by these Rules; 
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(2) reasonably consult with the client about the means by which the client's objectives 
are to be accomplished;  

(3) keep the client reasonably informed about the status of the matter;  

(4) promptly comply with reasonable requests for information; and 

(5) consult with the client about any relevant limitation on the lawyer's conduct when the 
lawyer knows that the client expects assistance not permitted by the Rules of Professional 
Conduct or other law.  

(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to 
make informed decisions regarding the representation. 

5.  Rule 1.5 Fees  

(a) A lawyer shall not enter into an agreement for, charge, or collect an illegal or clearly 
excessive fee. The factors to be considered in determining the propriety of a fee include the 
following:  

(1) whether the fee is fixed or contingent;  

(2) the time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions involved, and 
the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly;  

(3) the likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of the particular 
employment will preclude other employment by the lawyer;  

(4) the fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services;  

(5) the amount involved and the results obtained;  

(6) the time limitations imposed by the client or by the circumstances;  

(7) the nature and length of the professional relationship with the client; and  

(8) the experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers performing the 
services.  

(b) When the lawyer has not regularly represented the client, the basis or rate of the fee shall be 
communicated to the client, in writing, before or within a reasonable time after commencing the 
representation. 

6.  Rule 1.6 Confidentiality of Information  

(a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to representation of a client unless the client 
gives informed consent, except for disclosures that are impliedly authorized in order to carry out 
the representation, and except as stated in paragraphs (b) and (c).  
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(b) A lawyer shall reveal such information if necessary to comply with the duties stated in Rule 
3.3.  

(c) A lawyer may reveal such information to the extent that the lawyer reasonably believes 
necessary: 

 (1) to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial bodily harm;  

(2) to prevent the client from committing a criminal act that the lawyer believes is likely 
to result in substantial injury to the financial interests or property of another;   

(3) to prevent, mitigate or rectify the consequences of a client's criminal or fraudulent act 
in the commission of which the lawyer's services are being or had been used;  

(4) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy between the 
lawyer and the client, to establish a defense to a criminal charge or civil claim or 
disciplinary proceeding against the lawyer based upon conduct in which the client was 
involved, or to respond to allegations in any proceeding concerning the lawyer's 
representation of the client; 

 (5) to secure legal advice about the lawyer’s compliance with these Rules;   

(6) to effectuate the sale of a law practice consistent with Rule 1.17;  

(7) to detect and resolve conflicts of interest from the lawyer’s change of employment or 
from changes in the composition or ownership of a firm, but only if the revealed 
information would not compromise the attorney-client privilege or otherwise prejudice 
the client; or,  

(8) to comply with other law or court order.  

(d) A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to prevent the inadvertent or unauthorized disclosure 
of, or unauthorized access to, information relating to the representation of a client.  

(e) The duty not to reveal information relating to representation of a client continues after the 
client-lawyer relationship has terminated. 

7.  Rule 1.7 Conflict of Interest: Current Clients  

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a lawyer shall not represent a client if the representation 
involves a concurrent conflict of interest. A concurrent conflict of interest exists if:  

(1) the representation of one client will be directly adverse to another client; or,  

(2) there is a significant risk that the representation of one or more clients will be 
materially limited by the lawyer's responsibilities to another client, a former client or a 
third person or by a personal interest of the lawyer.  
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(b) Notwithstanding the existence of a concurrent conflict of interest under paragraph (a), a 
lawyer may represent a client if:  

(1) the lawyer reasonably believes that the lawyer will be able to provide competent and 
diligent representation to each affected client;  

(2) the representation is not prohibited by law;  

(3) the representation does not involve the assertion of a claim by one client against 
another client represented by the lawyer in the same litigation or other proceeding before 
a tribunal; and,  

(4) each affected client gives informed consent. 

8.  Rule 1.9 Duties to Former Clients  

(a) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter represent 
another person in the same or a substantially related matter in which that person’s interests are 
materially adverse to the interests of the former client unless the former client gives informed 
consent.  

(b) A lawyer shall not knowingly represent a person in the same or a substantially related matter 
in which a firm with which the lawyer formerly was associated had previously represented a 
client  

(1) whose interests are materially adverse to that person; and  

(2) about whom the lawyer had acquired information protected by Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c) 
that is material to the matter; unless the former client gives informed consent.  

(c) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter or whose present or former firm 
has formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter: 

(1) use information relating to the representation to the disadvantage of the former client 
except as these Rules would permit or require with respect to a client, or when the 
information has become generally known; or  

(2) reveal information relating to the representation except as these Rules would permit 
or require with respect to a client. 

9.  Rule 1.10 Imputation of Conflicts of Interest: General Rule  

(a) While lawyers are associated in a firm, none of them shall knowingly represent a client when 
any one of them practicing alone would be prohibited from doing so by Rules 1.7 or 1.9, unless 
the prohibition is based on a personal interest of the prohibited lawyer and does not present a 
significant risk of materially limiting the representation of the client by the remaining lawyers in 
the firm, or unless permitted by Rules 1.10(b) or (c).  
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(b) When a lawyer becomes associated with a firm, the firm may not knowingly represent a 
person in the same or a substantially related matter in which that lawyer, or a firm with which the 
lawyer was associated, had previously represented a client whose interests are materially adverse 
to that person and about whom the lawyer had acquired information protected by Rules 1.6 and 
1.9(c) that is material to the matter unless:  

(1) the disqualified lawyer is screened from any participation in the matter and is 
apportioned no part of the fee therefrom; and  

(2) written notice is promptly given to the appropriate client to enable it to ascertain 
compliance with the provisions of this rule. 

10.  Rule 1.15 Safekeeping Property 

(i) A lawyer shall deposit into a Trust Account legal fees and expenses that have been paid in 
advance, to be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are earned or expenses incurred, unless the 
client gives informed consent, confirmed in writing, to the handling of fees and expenses in a 
different manner. 

11.  Rule 1.16 Declining or Terminating Representation  

(a) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, where 
representation has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client if: 

(1) the representation will result in violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct or 
other law;  

(2) the lawyer's physical or mental condition materially impairs the lawyer's ability to 
represent the client; or, 

 (3) the lawyer is discharged.  

(b) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer may withdraw from representing a client if:  

(1) withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the interests of 
the client;  

(2) the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer's services that the lawyer 
reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent;  

(3) the client has used the lawyer's services to perpetrate a crime or fraud;  

(4) the client insists upon taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant or with which 
the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement;  

(5) the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the 
lawyer's services and has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will withdraw 
unless the obligation is fulfilled;  
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(6) the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer or has 
been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or,  

(7) other good cause for withdrawal exists.  

(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law requiring notice to or permission of a tribunal 
when terminating a representation. When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a lawyer shall continue 
representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating the representation.  

(d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably 
practicable to protect a client's interests, such as giving reasonable notice to the client, allowing 
time for employment of other counsel, surrendering papers and property to which the client is 
entitled and refunding any advance payment of fee or expense that has not been earned or 
incurred. The lawyer may retain papers relating to the client to the extent permitted by other law. 

12.  Rule 3.1 Meritorious Claims and Contentions 

A lawyer shall not bring or defend a proceeding, or assert or controvert an issue therein, unless 
there is a basis in law and fact for doing so that is not frivolous, which includes a good faith 
argument for an extension, modification or reversal of existing law. A lawyer for the defendant 
in a criminal proceeding, or the respondent in a proceeding that could result in incarceration, 
may nevertheless so defend the proceeding as to require that every element of the case be 
established. 

13.  Rule 3.2 Expediting Litigation 

A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to expedite litigation consistent with the interests of the 
client. 

14.  Rule 3.3 Candor Toward the Tribunal  

(a) A lawyer shall not knowingly: 

(1) make a false statement of material fact or law to a tribunal or fail to correct a false 
statement of material fact or law previously made to the tribunal by the lawyer; 
 (2) fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in the controlling jurisdiction known 
to the lawyer to be directly adverse to the position of the client and not disclosed by 
opposing counsel; or  
 
(3) offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false. If a lawyer, the lawyer’s client, 
or a witness called by the lawyer, has offered material evidence before a tribunal or in 
an ancillary proceeding conducted pursuant to a tribunal's adjudicative authority, such 
as a deposition, and the lawyer comes to know of its falsity, the lawyer shall take 
reasonable remedial measures, including, if necessary, disclosure to the tribunal. A 
lawyer may refuse to offer evidence, other than the testimony of a defendant in a 
criminal matter, that the lawyer reasonably believes is false.  
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(b) A lawyer who represents a client in an adjudicative proceeding and who knows that a person 
intends to engage, is engaging or has engaged in criminal or fraudulent conduct related to the 
proceeding shall take reasonable remedial measures, including, if necessary, disclosure to the 
tribunal.  

(c) The duties stated in paragraphs (a) and (b) continue to the conclusion of the proceeding, and 
apply even if compliance requires disclosure of information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6.  

(d) In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all material facts known to the 
lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make an informed decision, whether or not the facts are 
adverse. 

14.  Rule 3.4 Fairness to Opposing Party and Counsel  

A lawyer shall not:  

(a) unlawfully obstruct another party’s access to evidence or unlawfully alter, destroy or conceal 
a document or other material having potential evidentiary value or assist another person to do 
any such act;  

(b) falsify evidence, counsel or assist a witness to testify falsely, pay, offer to pay, or acquiesce 
in the payment of compensation to a witness contingent upon the content of the witness’ 
testimony or the outcome of the case; but a lawyer may pay, cause to be paid, guarantee or 
acquiesce in the payment of:  

(1) expenses reasonably incurred by a witness in attending or testifying;  
 
(2) reasonable compensation to a witness for the witness’ loss of time in attending or 
testifying; and,  
 
(3) a reasonable fee for the professional services of an expert witness;  

(c) when appearing before a tribunal, assert the lawyer’s personal opinion as to the justness of a 
cause, as to the credibility of a witness, as to the culpability of a civil litigant, or as to the guilt or 
innocence of an accused; but the lawyer may argue, on the lawyer's analysis of the evidence, for 
any position or conclusion with respect to the matters stated herein; or,  

(d) request a person other than a client to refrain from voluntarily giving relevant information to 
another party unless:  

(1) the person is a relative or an employee or other agent of a client; and,  
 
(2) the lawyer reasonably believes that the person’s interests will not be adversely 
affected by refraining from giving such information and such conduct is not 
prohibited by Rule 4.2. 

15.  Rule 4.1 Truthfulness in Statements to Others  
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In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly:  

(a) make a false statement of material fact or law to a third person; or,  

(b) fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when disclosure is necessary to avoid aiding 
and abetting a criminal or fraudulent act by a client, unless disclosure is prohibited by Rule 1.6. 

16.  Rule 5.4 Professional Independence Of A Lawyer  

(a) A lawyer or law firm shall not share legal fees with a nonlawyer, except [exceptions not 
relevant to this presentation] 

17.  Rule 8.4 Misconduct 

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to: 

(a)  violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce 
another to do so, or do so through the acts of another; 

(b)  commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness or 
fitness as a lawyer in other respects; 

(c)  engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; 

(d)  engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice; 

(e)  state or imply an ability to influence improperly a government agency or official or to 
achieve results by means that violate the Rules of Professional Conduct or other law; 

(f)  knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of applicable rules of 
judicial conduct or other law; or 

(g)  in the practice of law, knowingly engage in conduct constituting harassment or 
discrimination based upon race, sex, gender identity or expression, religion, national origin, 
ethnicity, disability, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or socioeconomic status. This 
paragraph does not limit the ability of a lawyer to accept, decline or withdraw from a 
representation in accordance with Rule 1.16. This paragraph does not preclude advice or 
advocacy consistent with these Rules. 

 

 


