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Branded Sponsors 

 

Campbell & Levine LLC 

 

Tucker Arensberg, PC 

 

Special Thanks 

 

The Bankruptcy & Commercial Law Section of the Allegheny County Bar Association extends 

special thanks to Luke Sizemore, a partner at Reed Smith LLP, for his assistance with preparing 

the materials for this program. 

 

Biographies and Head Shots 

 

Panelist: Hon. Thomas B. Bennett, Of Counsel, Bailey Glasser LLP and Retired U.S. Bankruptcy 

Judge, Northern District of Alabama 

 

The Honorable Thomas B. Bennett (Ret.) focuses his practice on insolvency and bankruptcy 

matters. Judge Bennett was appointed a US Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Alabama 

in June 1995 and Chief US Bankruptcy Judge in January 2011. During his tenure, he presided over 

the Jefferson County, Alabama bankruptcy, at the time the largest municipal bankruptcy ever filed, 

and second today only to Detroit’s bankruptcy case. 

 

In 2013, Judge Bennett was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, for his 

professional excellence and exceptional contributions to the fields of bankruptcy and insolvency. 

 

He is an accomplished author and writes on a range of issues including bankruptcy and debtor/ 

creditor rights, commercial law topics, theories of lender liability, and litigation issues such as 

evidence and rules of civil procedure. 

 

Judge Bennett’s services performed out of the Washington, DC office are limited to mediation, 

arbitration, and expert witness engagements. 

 

Panelist: Hon. Judith K. Fitzgerald, Shareholder, Tucker Arensberg, PC and Retired U.S. 

Bankruptcy Judge, Western District of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

 

Retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Judith K. Fitzgerald served in her home jurisdiction in the Western 

District of Pennsylvania for nearly 26 years. She sat by designation in the District of Delaware, 



 2 
H:\GWF\Bar Associations\2022 Symposium\Materials\Commercial 1 - Insurance\Commercial 1 - Insurance - Bios, Sponsors, & Head Shots.docx 

the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the District of the U.S. Virgin Islands. She has been 

blessed with an exciting, challenging and intellectually stimulating career. As a Judicial Law 

Clerk, Assistant U.S. Attorney, Chief Bankruptcy Judge, Professor of Law, Practitioner at Tucker 

Arensberg, Arbitrator, Mediator, Author and Expert Witness, she has experienced a wide variety 

of legal disciplines and administrative responsibilities. Judi is a Professor in the Practice of Law 

at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where she teaches Bankruptcy and Advanced 

Bankruptcy. She is active in national and local professional organizations including the American 

Law Institute, the American College of Bankruptcy, the American Inns of Court, Commercial Law 

League of America, and the American Bankruptcy Institute. Among other offices, she has served 

as President of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and as Chair of the Bankruptcy 

Judges Advisory Committee to the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judi has received 

numerous awards and recognitions including the Commercial Law League’s Lawrence P. King 

Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy and the American Inns of Court Bankruptcy Alliance 

Distinguished Service Award. Judi consults and lectures in matters involving trial strategy, 

professional responsibility, bankruptcy including mass tort bankruptcies, evidence, procedure, and 

contracts and participates on several committees and boards dedicated to fostering legal education 

and improving access to justice. 

 

Panelist: Andrew J. Muha, Partner, Reed Smith LLP 

 

 
 

Andy Muha is a member of the firm’s Insurance Recovery Group. For over 20 years he has 

represented policyholders in matters involving issues and disputes under a variety of insurance 

coverages, including general liability, excess liability, directors’ and officers’ liability, employer’s 

liability, employment practices liability, crime and employee defalcation, and cyber liability. In 

this role, he has helped clients recover hundreds of millions of dollars of insurance coverage 

through both litigation and the negotiation of insurance claim settlements, policy buy-backs by 

insurers, and coverage-in-place agreements. He has also provided advice to clients on contractual 

indemnification and other means of risk management beyond insurance provided by third parties, 

and he has counseled clients on insurance and risk management issues arising in mergers, 

acquisitions, and other combinations of business entities. 

 

A special focus of Andy’s practice has been representing clients seeking a final resolution for 

various types of mass tort and long-tail liabilities. Andy has extensive experience with developing 

solutions for these situations using chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code and state 

dissolution statutes, and with pursuing and utilizing insurance coverage to fund those solutions. 

As part of that work, Andy has provided clients with strategic advice on, among other things, 

corporate restructuring, statutory process and procedure, the scope of relief available under various 
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reorganization or dissolution regimes, and intersecting insurance recovery issues. He has litigated 

a variety of insurance-specific matters that frequently arise in mass tort chapter 11 bankruptcy 

cases, such as the extent to which insurance shared by debtors and non-debtors can be characterized 

as property of the bankruptcy estate, “insurance neutrality” concepts, and insurer standing to object 

to plan confirmation. 

 

Additionally, Andy has represented clients in a host of complex commercial disputes that have not 

involved insurance coverage. In this role, he has litigated and tried cases involving claims for 

breach of contract and business-related torts. He also has represented clients in the defense of 

claims arising from mass disaster events, including those based on novel theories of sponsor and 

promoter liability, and tort claims based on various theories of derivative liability, including 

corporate successorship, veil-piercing, de facto merger, and ultra vires. 

 

Moderator: Maribeth Thomas, Shareholder, Tucker Arensberg, PC 

 

 
 

Maribeth is a Shareholder at Tucker Arensberg, P.C.  She focuses her practice primarily on 

Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights.  Maribeth’s professional experience includes 

handling litigation and bankruptcy counsel for financial institutions, mortgage servicers, 

homeowners associations and automotive financing companies. She also has experience with 

collections litigation and collection of money judgements for both individuals and commercial 

clients.  In addition, she has represented multiemployer trust funds with issues related to 

withdrawal liability and transactions to “evade or avoid” withdrawal liability, as well as controlled 

group liability along with multiemployer trust funds in contributing employers’ bankruptcy 

proceedings nationwide to assert and protect the funds’ interests as creditors.  Prior to joining 

Tucker Arensberg, P.C., Maribeth was a judicial law clerk for The Honorable Gregory L. Taddonio 

and The Honorable Judith K. Fitzgerald (ret.) in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District 

of Pennsylvania. This valuable experience allows Maribeth to understand the procedures and 

nuances of the judges and the court. She has an eye toward knowing what the court wants. In 

addition to her federal clerkships, Maribeth worked for a boutique creditors’ rights law firm in 

Pittsburgh. She also completed judicial clerkships with the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania 

and the Court of Common Pleas of Lawrence County.  Maribeth earned her Juris Doctor degree 

from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law and her Bachelor of Science degree in Biomedical 

Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh. 

 


