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Branded Sponsor 

 

Whiteford Taylor & Preston, LLP  

 

Biographies and Head Shots 

 

Panelist: Eric A. Schaffer, Of Counsel, Stonecipher Law Firm 

 

 
 

Eric A. Schaffer has worked as a bankruptcy lawyer for more than four decades.  While Eric 

worked on a wide range of matters and appeared in ten federal courts of appeal and four supreme 

courts, his best work may have been drafting the “bankruptcy proof” non-relocation clause in the 

Pittsburgh Penguins lease.  Eric retired from Reed Smith after a long and happy career.  He now 

teaches bankruptcy and international bankruptcy at Pitt Law, and he is of counsel at the 

Stonecipher Law Firm.  Eric also has written articles addressing the rights and obligations of 

indenture trustees, the most recent of which appeared in the Capital Markets Law Journal earlier 

this year.  Eric is an American Arbitration Association panelist and he has served as an expert 

witness in cases in the U.S. and abroad.   

 

Eric is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the International 

Insolvency Institute, and he serves on the boards of several local non-profits.  He frequently can 

be found on a bicycle or performing with the Pittsburgh Savoyards.   
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Panelist: Kurt F. Gwynne, Partner, Reed Smith LLP 

 

 
 

Kurt is a partner in the Delaware office of Reed Smith LLP. He is a member of the firm’s Financial 

Industry Group, practicing in the area of Commercial Restructuring & Bankruptcy for over 25 

years. Kurt is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (23rd Class) and is recognized in 

Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers, as a “Band 1” reorganization/bankruptcy attorney 

in Delaware. In 2010, Kurt was selected as one of the “10 Most Admired Bankruptcy Attorneys” 

in the United States by Law360 (based on 1,016 nominations from practice group heads at the 100 

largest law firms in the United States). Kurt is also recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 

and Delaware SuperLawyers. 

 

Kurt has served as a court-appointed expert, a court-appointed examiner, and a court-appointed 

trustee in chapter 11 cases.  In addition, Kurt has represented indenture trustees, secured creditors, 

creditors’ committees, debtors, and other parties in interest in bankruptcy cases throughout the 

United States and its territories. 

 

Kurt is a 1992 graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School. He was a Senior Editor of 

the Journal of International Business Law and a winner of Penn's Edwin R. Keedy Cup Moot Court 

Competition. Kurt received his B.A., summa cum laude, in Political Science, with a minor in 

Business Administration, from the University of Central Florida in 1988. He was an Academic All 

American in 1986 (football).  Upon graduating from law school, Kurt served as a law clerk to the 

Honorable Bruce Fox of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.  
 

 

Nicholas R. Pagliari, Partner, MacDonald, Illig, Jones & Britton, LLP 
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Nick takes an entrepreneurial approach to practicing law. He has a reputation as a pragmatic, 

business-savvy, and hard-working straight shooter who offers proactive, long-term advocacy and 

advice to his clients. 

 

As chair of MacDonald Illig's Bankruptcy & Creditors' Rights practice group, Nick’s practice is 

concentrated in the areas of corporate restructuring and bankruptcy, bankruptcy-related litigation, 

collection, and foreclosure matters. He is regularly involved in sophisticated and complex 

bankruptcy transactions, primarily representing corporate debtors, secured creditors, chapter 7 and 

chapter 11 trustees, unsecured creditors' committees, and other parties involved in bankruptcy 

proceedings. Nick is also an approved mediator in the United States District Court for the Western 

District of Pennsylvania and the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Since returning to Erie in 2001, Nick has focused his practice in corporate restructuring and 

bankruptcy, bankruptcy-related litigation and collection matters. Nick has been recognized as a 

Super Lawyer in the Pennsylvania Super Lawyers publication and has been selected for inclusion 

in The Best Lawyers in America©. 

 

A diligent, detail-oriented, and results-driven attorney, Nick always makes decisions based on 

facts, backed up by his professional experience. He ensures that his clients have the benefit of his 

knowledge and insight, allowing them to make fully informed decisions. 

 

Moderator: Jana S. Pail, Counsel, Whiteford Taylor Preston, LLP 

 

 
 

Jana S. Pail is an attorney at the law firm Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP, where she practices 

commercial litigation, commercial foreclosure defense, and business and consumer bankruptcy 

and restructuring. Prior to joining WTP, Jana served in the Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee for 

the Western District of Pennsylvania for 12 years, the last 8 of which she served as Chief Counsel. 

Earlier in her career, Jana practiced bankruptcy law at several local firms, as well as an in-house 

counsel position at Wheeling-Pitt Steel. Jana is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh School 

of Law as well as the Katz Graduate School of Business. During graduate school, completed 

internships with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and PriceWaterhouse Coopers, as well as a 
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clerkship with a local law firm representing small businesses and consumers. During law school, 

Jana was the recipient of the CALI award for the advanced bankruptcy course, and she was 

published in the Journal of Law & Commerce, serving as Notes & Comments Editor.  Jana has 

been an active member of the Bankruptcy & Commercial Law Section for many years, and is a 

past Chair of the Section.  

 


